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ish  in  the  mad  waters.  Joseph  Fox  was  at 
that  time  engaged  with  others  at  the  tannery, 
some  rods  above,  in  removing  hides  to  a  place 
of  safety,  when  a  messenger  came  to  him  and 
stated  the  condition  of-  things  at  the  Corbin 
house,  and  told  him  his  presence  was  desired 
there  at  once.  ■  He  went  immediately,  and,  as 
he  has  himself  said,  suggested  getting  the  lib- 
erty-pole which  was  then  kept  in  the  shed 
near  the  Congregational  meeting-house,  and 
the  bell  rope  from  the  Baptist,  meeting-house. 
They  were  brought  as  soon  as  fleet  men  could 
do  it.  One  end  of  the  liberty- pole  was  made 
fast  on  the  shore,  and  the  other  end  thrown 
up  stream,  and  made  to  swing  around  with  the 
current  so  as  to  lodge  upon  some  stone  and 
gravel  which  had  been  washed  up  near  tlie 
door  on  the  west  side  of  the  house  ;  but  this 
did  not  leave  the  pole  clear  from  the  water  ; 
it  dashed  over  it  almost  the  whole  length,  or 
that  part  of  it  which  was  over  the  water  ;  but 
that  was  the  best  they  could  do  ;  the  rescue 
of  those  persons  in  the  house  must  be  effected 
by  crossing  on  that  pole  or  not  at  all.  One 
end  of  the  bell  rope  was  securely  fastened 
around  the  body  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  other 
placed  in  the  hands  of  trusty  men,  and  Fox, 
undertook  the  perilous  adventure  of  crossing 
on  the  pole  to  the  house.  The  men  holding 
one  end  of  the  rope  had  directions  that  if  he 
should  fall  from  the  pole,  or  be  swept  from  it 
by  the  water  to  draw  him  ashore.  He  could 
not  walk  on  it,  as  possibly  he  might  if  It  had 
been  entirely  above  the  water,  but  undertook 
and  succeeded  in  getting  over  as  he  would 
climb  a  standing  pole.  Mr.  Fox  was  under 
water  a  portion  of  the  time  while  crossing, 
and  was  very  much  exhausted ;  the  blood 
started  freely  from  his  mouth  and  nose,  but 
he  opened  the  door  of  the  hous'e,  and  raised 
hi3  end  of  the  liberty-pole  and  put  it  in  the 
doorway,  and  that  raised  the  pole  out  of  the 
water.  He  then  took  the  end  of  the  rope 
which  had  been  fastened  to  his  body  and  f  ist- 
enfd  it  to  the  house  at  a  convenient  height 
above  the  pole  to  hold  on  to  while  walking  on 
it ;  the  other  end  of  the  rope  was  made  fast  at 
a  corresponding  height  on  the  shore  ;  At  the 
eame  time  the  men  on  shore  had  procured 
pome  sticks  of  timber,  and  those  they  and  Fox- 
together  managed  to  get  along  aide  of  the  pole 
and  fastened  to  it.  All  this  was  accomplished 
with  the  utmost  haste,  but  it  formed  a  bridge 
over  which  those  endangered  persons  were  all 
taken  oil  and  saved.    In  fifteen  minutes  after 


the  last  person  reached  the  shore,  the  house 
was  swept  away  by  the  flood. 

A  question  has  arisen,  and  some  dispute  as 
to  whether  Joseph  Fox  brought  off  those  per- 
sons from  the  house.  That  question,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  comparatively  of  small  importance. 
The  great  feat  of  that  occasion  was  the  first 
crossing  on  that  pole  submerged  as  it  was  in 
a  furious  current  of  water,  and  nothing  could 
have  been  effected  without  it.  This  was  done 
by  Joseph  Fox  if  witnesses,  both  dead  and 
living,  can  be  relied  on  ;  and  it  has  often  been 
said  to  me  that  no  other  man  on  the  ground, 
even  with  the  courage  to  have  undertaken  it, 
had  the  physical  ability  to  accomplish  it.  Mr. 
Fox  was  then  a  young  man  ;  had  been  brought 
up  a  sailor  in  one  of  the  Seaport  towns  of  Con- 
necticut ;  had  great  physical  strength  for  a 
man  of  his  size,  and  was  agile  as  a  cat.  There 
were  other  men  there,  all  were  doing  all  they 
could  do.  Among  the  active  men  present 
were  Russel  Barber,  Jonas  Clark,  Jonathan 
Morgan,  Charles  Stoddard  and  Simon  Clark, 
After  Mr.  Fox  had  crossed  and  the  pole  had 
been  raised,  the  rope  fastened  to  the  house,  in 
the  manner  above  given,  to  hold  on  to  while 
walking,  and  the  sticks  of  timber  placed  along- 
side the  pole  and  fastened  to  it,  others  crossed 
over  and  assisted  in  getting  off  the  inmates 
of  the  house.  The  children  were  carried  ;  the 
adults  walked  across,  as  they  were  led  or 
guided  by  Fox  and  others.  "  Old  Mother 
Corbin,"  at  her  own  request,  was  the  last  to 
leave  the  house.  Mr.  Fox  said,  when  he  first 
entered  the  house,  he  found  her  quietly  smok- 
ing her  pipe,  apparently  unconcerned,  and 
while  she  seemed  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of 
saving  the  others,  seemed  to  have  little  or  no 
anxiety  for  herself.  Mr.  Fox  lived  to  be  an 
old  man,  and  died  in  Middletown  about  2 
years  since.  May  he  long  be  remembered  for 
his  heroic  and  daring  conduct  on  this  occasion  ; 
but  for  him  those  fourteen  persons  probably 
would  have  then  perished. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Orrin  Cleaveland, 
about  the  time  they  started  for  the  liberty 
pole  and  bell  rope,  started  with  some  others 
and  went  some  rods  above  and  found  a  tree 
which  had  been  uprooted  and  fallen  across  the 
stream.  Cleaveland  thinking  that  possibly 
the  Corbin  House  might  be  reached  from  the 
other  side,  undertook  to  cross  on  this  tree,  but 
was  carried  down  the  stream  and  drowned, 

Dea.  Menira  Caswell  of  Castleton,  ban  put 
into  my  possession  two  letters  which  'no  has 
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recently  received  from  two  of  the  old  inhabit- 
ants on  the  subject  of  that  flood.  One  is  from 
Dea.  Jervis  Barber.    He  writes:  j 

"I  am  requested  to  give  the  facts  and  inci- 
dents which  came  under  my  observation  in 
the  flood  in  Middletown  in  1811.  I  was  then 
7  years  old,  my  brother  Israel  was  a  year 
and  a  half  older.  The  day  on  which  the  fresh- 
et occurred  we  went  to  school  in  a  large  two- 
story  house,  then  owned  by  William  Semple, 
which  stood  directly  opposite  the  school-house 
east  of  the  village,  and  on  the  bank  of  the 
stream — it  was  called  tiie  Eldridge  house.  The 
teacher,  fearing  danger,  dismissed  the  school 
a  little  before  noon.  About  3  o'clock  in  trie 
afternoon  tins  Eldridge  house  was  swept  away 
by  the  rising  flood  ;  myself,  brother  Israel, 
Harley  and  Ezra  Haskins,  two  other  school 
children  stood  in  the  road  in  front  of  it  at  the 
time.  We  then  went  down  the  road  towards 
the  bridge  and  observed  Corbin's  children, 
who  seemed  to  be  enjoying  the  scene  very 
much.  It  was  proposed  by  some  one  of  our 
number  to  take  shelter  in  the  Corbin  house, 
and  with  them  enjoy  the  scene.  We  all  made 
for  the  house,  and  my  brother  and  the  two 
Raskins  boys  went  through  tiie  water,  which 
was  already  running  west  of  the  house,  but 
my  legs  were  not  long  enough  to  ford  it,  and 
I  backed  out.  Soon  after  that  I  called  to  my 
brother  to  leave  the  house,  as  the  water  was 
rising  fast.  He  made  the  attempt  but  it  was 
too  late— he  was  obliged  to  turn  back  with 
fear  and  alarm  depicted  on  his  countenance. 

At  this  point  my  own  observation  ceased, 
though  I  could  but  observe  that  the  little  plot 
of  ground  around  the  house,  not  covered  with  I 
water,  was  rapidly  growing  smaller  and  small- 
er until  it  was  entirely  lost  to  my  view,  and 
no  longer  wishing  to  look  upon  the  raging  ele- 
ment which  I  believed  would  soon  sweep  in- 
to eternity  my  brother  and  those  with  him.  J 
I  went  into  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Fuller,  which 
then  was  standing  about  where  widow  Bur- 
nam's  house  now  is,  for  shelter  and  sympathy. 
Mr.  Fuller  was  in  the  village,  and  while  going 
there  those  in  the  house  made  signs  to  him  of 
distress,  hue  lie  did  not  heed  them. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Mr.  Fox  he  told  me  all 
about  the  rescue  of  those  per-ons  in  the  Cor- 
bin house  ;  that  lie  was  in  the  tannery  above 
assisting  in  saving  ~ome  hides  when  word  came 
to  him  that  Corbin's  family  would  soon  be 
swept  away  unless  rescued;  that  he  immedi- 
ately hastened  to  the  spot — found  a  multitude 
collected  on  the  bank  of  the  stream— but  noth- 
ing doing  towards  their  rescue,  and  in  fact  all 
were  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  done  ;  but 
when  the  liberty  pole  was  suggested  it  was 
brought  to  the  spot  at  once." 

Deacon  Barber  writes  that  Mr.  Fox  told 
him  that,  "  when  about  half  way  across  the 
pole  the  body  of  Mr.  (Jleaveland,  who  had  fal- 
len into  the  stream  above,  came  floating  down 
and  struck  inm  and  turned  him  trorn  the  up 
per  side  <>f  tiie  pole  ;  thai  the  man  hold  of  the 
rope  feeing  the  body  floating  down  supposed 
it  was  Fox  and  drew  him  ashore;  that  he 


(Fox),  as  soon  as  he  could  get  breath  sprang 
again  for  the  pole ;  the  men  held  him  for  a 
moment,  telling  him  it  was  impossible  to  cross, 
but  he  released  himself  from  them,  sprang  to 
the  pole,  and  the  next  time  succeeded  in  get- 
ting over." 

The  other  letter  is  from  Mrs.  Priscilla  (Bar- 
ber) Leach,' sister  of  Deacon  Jervis  Barber. 
She  says  :  "  The  '  flood',  as  it  was  called,  oc- 
curred on  the  22d  of  July,  as  I  had  occasion 
to  know  from  a  minute  made  with  chalk  on 
tiie  walls  of  the  room  by  my  father  the  next 
morning." 

"The  family  of  Elihu  Corbin  consisting  of 
his  aged  mother,  his  wife  were  in  the  house, 
and  children,  and  my  ol  lest  brother  Israel  and 
other  school  children  were  there,  in  all  to  the 
number  of  fourteen.  There  seemed  no  help 
for  them,  and  men  withdrew  from  the  scene, 
so  as  not  to  witness  the  final  catastrophe. 
My  father  could  see  Israel  on  a  high  door-step, 
and  supposed  that  Jervis  was  also  there.  Mr. 
Corbin  was  restrained  by  force  from  plunging 
into  the  stream.  By  whom  the  liberty-pole 
was  suggested  as  a  means  of  relief  I  cannot 
say,  but  it  was  brought  and  thrown  across  the 
stream,  when  Joseph  Fox,  with  ropes  about 
his  person,  one  end  of  which  were  in  strong 
hands,  thus  periled  his  life  in  a  successful 
erfort  to  reach  the  other  side.  He  secured 
the  end  of  the  pole,  when  others  walked 
over  to  the  rescue,  foremost  aieong  whom 
were  my  father,  who,  catching  up  brother  Is- 
rael placed  him  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Fox, 
who  bore  him  safely  over.  He,  Israel  play- 
fully said,  "rode  over  the  river  on  a  Fox," 
Some  remained  in  the  house  to  prepare  the 
women  and  children  for  their  perilous  voyage, 
while  others  were  making  the  voyage,  with  a 
child,  clinging  to  their  necks,  others  assisted 
the  women  to  walk  the  slippery  pole.  "  Gran- 
ny Corbin,''  as  she  wad  familiary  called  re- 
I  mained  until  the  last,  having  taken  refuge  in 
the  comforting  belief  "  that  if  she  was  to  be 
saved,  she  would  be  saved."  She  was  taken 
from  the  house  and  put  upon  the  pole,  a  man 
supporting  her  on  either  side,  and  guiding  her 
steps  she  got  safely  over." 

There  were  other  exciting  scenes  in  town 
on  that  day.  The  tannery  belonging  to  Dea- 
con Orson  Brewster,  was  also  surrounded  by 
water.  There  were  some  6  or  3  persons  there 
and  before  they  were  aware  of  it  a  current  of 
water  30  or  40  feet  wide  was  running  on  tiie 
north  side  of  the  tannery,  which,  with  the 
main  stream,  completely  shut  them  in  They 
soon  by  signals  called  men  to  their  assistance, 
who  were  enabled  to  get  across  the  current  a 
long  stick  of  timber  which,  almost  at  the  same 
moment,  had  floated  down  stream  to  them.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Farmer,  who  was  in  the 
tannery,  was  the  first  man  to  attempt  the 
crossing  on  the  timber  The  stick  not  being 
securely  placed  tnrned  and  let  him  info  tiie 
water.    He  was  carried  down  the  stream,  but 
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was  rescued  before  serious  injury  was  done  to 
him.  The  others  in  the  tannery  all  came  safe- 
ly off. 

The  disastrous  effects  of  this  flood  were  se- 
verely felt  in  Middletown  for  many  years,  and 
indeed  the  town,  as  a  place  of  business,  never  J 
fully  recovered  from  it.  John  Burnam,  who 
had  been  the  leading  business  man  of  the  town, 
was  becoming  an  old  man,  and  felt  disinclined 
to  undergo  the  necessary  labor  and  care  which 
would  be  required  to  start  anew  in  so  exten- 
sive a  business  as  he  had  done.  He  however 
rebuilt  his  forge  and  saw  mill,  winch  were  in 
operation  some  years  after  that,  but  without 
the  activity  which  his  former  mills  had  shown. 
Miner's  mills  were  rebuilt,  but  never  mani- 
fested the  same  activity  afterwards. 

A  good  many  men  were  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  were  obliged  to  seek  it  else- 
where. At  the  census  of  1820,  the  popula- 
tion of  the  town  was  but  103^,  a  falling  off 
of  168  from  1810,  owing  "  in  a  great  measure, 
if  not  entirely  to  the  sad  effects  of  the  freshet 
in  1811.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  des- 
truction of  property,  Middletown  continued 
to  be  an  attive,  lively  little  place  for  many 
years  afterwards. 

For  2  or  3  years  following  1811,  it  was  very 
sickly  here,  more  so  probably  than  has  ever 
been  known  here  before  or  since.  An  epidem- 
ic which  in  that  time  prevailed  in  many  parts 
of  the  State  carried  to  the  grave  many  of  the 
best  citizens  of  the  town.  Aside  from  that 
time  there  has  not  at  one  time,  to  rny  knowl- 
edge or  information,  been  any  unusual  amount 
of  sickness. 

It  has  been  said  to  me  by  the  "old  folks" 
that  "  politics  ran  high  here  during  the  war 
of  1812."  Very  likely  ;  politics,  always  did 
"run  high"  in  Middletown,  when  they  ran 
at  all.  Every  town,  as  well  as  every  indi- 
vidual, has  a  character  of  its  own.  It  is  a 
kind  of  individuality,  and  belongs  to  towns  as 
much  as  to  individuals.  One  trait  in  the 
character  of  Middletown  manifests  itself  wher- 
ever anything  like  a  controversy  occurs, 
whether  in  politics  or  anything  else — they 
fight  it  out  in  earnest — they  make  no  chhd's 
play  of  it,  but  each  party  enters  the  contest 
with  a  spirit  that  shows  determination  to  win. 
As  we  say  sometimes  of  children  who  inherit 
the  traits  of  character  of  their  ancestors,"  they 
came  honestly  by  it  "  The  early  settlers  of 
this  town,  who  founded  the  institutions  here 
were  as  pure  a  set  of  men  as  ever  lived  in  New 


England,  but  were  unusually  energetic,  and 
determined.  They  are  long  since  in  their 
graves,  but  "  their  works  do  follow  them." 

This  may  also  be  said  of  the  people  of  Mid- 
dletown :  whenever  they  undertake  to  do  any- 
thing, they  do  it  thoroughly.  The  alacrity 
with  which  they  concentrate  their  efforts 
upon  any  public  enterprise  has  long  since  be- 
come proverbial.  If  a  public  meeting  is  had, 
it  is  not  only  fully  attended,  but  conducted 
with  that  order,  decorum,  and  efficiency  sel- 
dom equaled,  even  in  the  large  towns  of  the 
State. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 

The  first  church  organized  in  town  was  the 
Congregational.  The  exact  date  of  its  organ- 
ization I  am  unable  to  give,  but  on  the  cover 
of  the  first  book  of  records  I  find  the  date  of 
May,  1782,  and  If  jund  the  date  of  the  organ- 
ization given  as  1782  in  a  religious  miscellany 
published  about  IS  40  It  is  probable  that 
the  church  was  formed  in  that  year.  The 
first  record  which  I  find  bears  date  May  28, 

1783.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the  church  at 
that  date  at  which  Gideon  Miner  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  Joseph  Spaulding  clerk.  The 
first  record  is  dated  at  Wells-,  and  it  was  known 
as  tiie  Congregational  church  of  Wells  until 
the  organization  of  .Middletown  in  the  Fall  of 
1781.  It  may  now  be  impossible  to  give  the 
names  of  the  first  members  of  the  church,  but 
I  have  become  satisfied  that  the  following 
were  among  them,  and  I  give  the  names  in 
the  order  in  which  they  appear  on  the  record. 

William  Frisbie,  Stephen  Wood,  Joseph 
Spaulding,  Gideon  Miner,  Timothy  Hubbard, 
Jonathan  Brewster,  Abel  White,  Increase 
Rudd,  William  Frisbie,  jr.,  Elisha  Gilbert, 
Jonathan  Mehurin.,  Richard  Haskins,  Nathan 
Record,  Reuben  Searl,  Thomas  French  and 
Benjamin  Haskins.  There  were  probably 
about  the  same  number  of  females  as  males, 
but  it  is  more  difficult  to  designate  them. 

The  first  meeting  house  was  a  log  house. 
It  was  erected  near  the  south  east  corner  of 
the  burial-ground  ;  when  it  was  built  I  cannot 
say,  but  it  was  there  in  the  fall  of  1781.  The 
meeting  which  organized  the  town,  Nov.  17, 

1784,  was  held  in  that  house.  Whether  it  was 
buik  by  the  Con^regationali.-^s  alone,  or  by 
them  and  the  Baptists  combined,  I  cannot  say, 
but  they  probably  united  in  building  it. 

Jonathan  Brewster  was  the  leading  man  in 
forming  the  church,  and  the  leading  man  in 
it  for  more  than  20  years  afterwards.  There 
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were  others  in  the  church  of  equal  ability,  < 
but  he  was  most  remarkable  for  taking  a  deep  ; 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  de-  ' 
voting  to  it  much  of  his  time.  He  was  the  ; 
first  deacon  of  the  church.  For  21  or  22 years 
after  the  church  was  formed,  it  was  without 
a  pastor.  During  this  time  Dea.  Brewster 
watched  over  it  as  he  would  a  child  of  his 
own  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  during  this 
time  the  church  gradually  gained  in  members 
and  strength.  Meetings  were  held  regularly, 
as  the  records  show,  and  well  attended.  Their 
communion  services  were  probably  as  regu- 
larly attended  too  as  they  have  since  ever 
been  in  that  church.  Rev.  Ithamar  Hibbard 
usually  administered  on  those  occasions.  He 
was  the  first  settled  minister  over  the  congre- 
gational church  of  Poukney,  and  it  has  been 
said  was  almost  as  much  attached  to  this  Con- 
gregational church  as  to  his  own.  He  had 
two  sisters  in  this  church — the  wive3  of  Wil- 
liam and  Joel  Frisbie. 

Not  long  after  the  church  was  organized 
there  were  others  united  with  it,  whom  we 
might  almost  class  with  the  pioneers — among 
whom  were  Elisha  and  Rufus  Clark.  Eiisha 
Clark  was  early  made  a  deacon,  and  was  a 
faithful,  efficient  member,  as  were  all  the 
Clark  brothers  of  that  family. 

The  early  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  as  well  as  of  the  Baptist  church,  were 
men  of  the  puritan  stamp — firm,  and  unyield- 
ing in  their  principles  and  doctrines,  prompt, 
and  constant  in  their  attention  to  religious 
duties,  and  the  ordinances.  They  adhered 
strictly  to  their  rules  of  discipline.  If  any 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  was  ab- 
sent from  the  communion  service,  Deacon 
Brewster  would  start  on  Monday  morning 
and  learn  the  cause  of  it;  but  at  the  same 
time  there  was  that  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
each  other,  that  care  and  watchfulness  and 
brotherly  affection,  that  we  would  do  well  to 
imitate. 

A  little  later  we  find  Lewis  Lampson,  Joel 
and  Gideon  Miner,  jr.,  added  to  the  church  ; 
also  Orson  Brewster,  Fitch  Loomis,  Joseph 
Spaulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Brown,  Jesse  and  Ziba 
Caswell,  and  many  others. 

Quite  early  the  Congregational  society  was 
formed,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  find  the 
early  records  and  cannot  give  the  date.  In 
1796  a  meeting.house  was  built  upon  the 
"green"  some  100  feet  south  of  where  the 
Congregational  house  now  stands.    The  Con- 


gregational society  had  previously  purchased 
an  acre  of  ground  for  a  meeting-house  lot 
which  included  what  is  now  known  as  '•  the 
green,"  and  which  they  now  have  the  title 
to,  deeded  by  Deacon  Elisha  Clark.  Up  to 
this  time  (1796)  meetings  had  been  held  in  the 
log-meeting-h'ouse,  and  in  private  dwellings. 

I  should  judge  from  the  records  it  was 
with  a  good  deal  of  effort  the  people  succeed- 
ed in  building  their  first  house  of  worship 
after  the  log- house.  The  Congregationalists 
and  Baptists  united  in  building  it,  and  they 
were  some  2  years  about  it  after  it  was  com- 
menced, and  four  or  five  years  after  it  was 
seriously  contemplated. 

I  have  before  me  a  report  of  the  Congrega- 
tional society's  committee  on  the  subject  of 
building  made  Nov.  10,  1791. 

*'  The  house  shall  be  furnished  to  the  turn 
of  the  key  by  the  first  o:  October,  1796,  in  the 
following  manner.  The  lower  part  shall  con- 
sist of  twenty  six  pews  and  four  bo  iy  sears 
in  front  of  the  square.  In  the  galleries  there 
shall  be  a  row  of  pews  adjoining  the  walls  of 
the  house,  and  the  rest  of  the  space  suitably 
taken  up  with  seats;  also  a  pulpit  and  cano- 
py shall  be  erected,  and  turned  pillars  under 
the  galleries,  which  shall  be  painted  blue,  to- 
gether with  the  canopy  and  brea-t  work  in 
front  of  the  galleries.  The  outside  of  the 
house  shall  be  glazed  and  painted,  and  stone 
steps  shall  be  erected  by  the  first  of  October, 
1795.  The  body  of  the  house  shall  be  painted 
white  and  the  roof  red  ;  and  painted  equal  to 
Graham's  old  house,  in  Rutland,  and  the  join- 
er work  shall  be  equal  to  that  of  the  west 
parish  meeting  house,  in  Rutland  aforesaid." 

This  report  was  signed  by  Bela  Caswell, 
Luther  Filmore  and  Joel  Miner,  (a  commitee 
to  devise  plans)  and  adopted  by  the  society 
in  the  form  of  resolutions.  The  above  plan 
was  adopted  in  the  construction  of  the  house. 

There  was  once  a  fund  belonging  to  the 
Congregational  society,  created  by  the  mem- 
bers themselves,  got  up  through  the  influence 
of  Joel  Miner  and  others  as  a  stock  concern, 
divided  into  shares  of  §  25  each,  and  the  mem- 
bers took  as  many  shares  as  they  chose  and 
paid  in  the  money  or  gave  their  notes. 
This  fund  was  raised  in  this  way  soon  after 
1800,  and  amounted  to  about  -f  5,000  ;  but 
■  from  some  cause  this  fund  was  entirely  ex- 
hausted soon  after  1830. 

Jan.  26,  1804,  Orson  Brewster  and  Gideon 
Miner,  jr.,  were   electa  1  deacons  and  the 
church  voted  "  to  choose  a  committed  of  th ree 
i  to  make  proposals  to  R-v.  Henry  Bigelow 
>  for  settlement."    May  31,  ISuj,  we  find  the 
•  following  record  : 
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'«  After  hearing  the  christian  experience  of 
Henry  BigelW,  a  candidate  for  the  ministry, 
the  church  voted  satisfied,  and  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  ;  Resolved,  that  the  church 
entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  abilities  of  Hen- 
ry Bigelow,  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  from 
the  town  of  Colchester,  Connecticut,  now  re- 
siding in  this  town,  as  a  preacher  of  the  gos- 
pel.and  we  are  desirous  to  unite  with  the  so- 
ciety to  call  him  to  settle  with  this  church." 

To  carry  this  into  effect  the  church,  on 
their  part,  appointed  Deacons  Jonathan 
Brewster  and  Elisha  Clark,  Joseph  Spaulding 
and  Joel  Frisbie,  a  commitee  to  unite  with  a 
committee  from  the  society  in  presenting  Mr. 
Bigelow  a  call  to  become  their  pastor.  The 
call  was  presented  and  accepted,  and  Mr. 
Bigelow  was  ordained  Sept.  5,  1805,  and  be- 
came the  first  settled  minister  over  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Middletown,  and  re- 
mained pastor  until  his  death,  June  25,  1832. 
His  ministry  in  the  main  was,  in  our  opinion, 
successful.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, orthodox,  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  man 
of  great  power  in  the  pulpit.  He  had  his 
faults  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us  and  was  some- 
times accused  of  levity.  He  was  very  social 
in  his  disposition,  a  ready  wit,  and  would 
sometimes  descend  to  that  kind  of  joking  con- 
versation which  perhaps  did  not  well  become 
a  minister  of  the  gospel.  But  in  the  pulpit, 
or  in  any  religious  meeting  never  appeared 
otherwise  than  as  an  earnest,  Christian  man. 
It  was  said  of  him  "  that  when  he  was  in  the 
pulpit,  it  seemed  as  though  he  never  o  ight  to 
come  out,  and  when  he  was  out  as  though  he 
never  ought  to  go  in." 

During  his  ministry  there  were  several  in- 
teresting revivals  among  them,  one  in  1S31 
which  was  peculiarly  interesting.  His  health 
began  to  fail  as  early  as  the  spring  or  early 
summer  of  1331.  He  seemed  conscious  a  dis- 
ease was  fastening  itself  upon  him  which 
would  soon  terminate  his  existence,  and  as 
appeared  to  me,  summoned  all  his  energies 
for  a  final  effort  in  the  cause  of  his  Master. 
His  usual  habit  of  jesting  was  abandoned, 
and  in  the  place  of  it  he  occupied  his  time  in 
sober  reflection  and  godly  conversation.  His 
sermons  during  that  summer  were  unusually 
effective,  and  he  was  probably  the  instrument 
of  awakening  an  extraordinary  religioaa  in- 
terest in  this  church.  On  the  first  Sabbath 
of  September,  1S31,  he  received  to  the  church, 
23  and  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  November  19. 
After  his  death,  an  obituary  appeared  in  the 
papers,  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Martindale,  then 


of  Tinmouth,  his  long  and  intimate  friend,  aa 
follows : 

"  At  Middletown,  Vt.,  Rev.  Henry  Bige- 
low, in  the  fifty- fifth  year  of  his  age,  the  thir- 
tieth of  his  ministry.  Henry  Bigelow  was 
born  of  reputable  parents  in  Marlboro,  Ct., 
Feb'y  20th,  1777.  lie  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1802.  Studied 'for  the  ministry  with 
R-ev.  Charles  Backus,  D.  D.,  and  was  ordained 
over  the  congregational  church  in  Middle- 
town  in  1805.  in  his  death  his  widow  and 
numerous  laruily  have  lost  a  kind,  affection- 
ate faithful  and  endeared  husband  and  fath- 
er, society,  a  plain,  argumentative,  powerful 
and  persuasive  herald  of  the  gospel ;  the 
church  a  pastor  indeed;  clear,  pungent  and 
eloquent  in  his  pulpit  services  :  always  alive 
in  the  defence  of  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints.  The  cross  was  his  hope  in  life, 
his  support  through  a  protracted  and  often 
severe  illness,  and  his  unutterable  consolation 
in  death.  In  view  of  hia  death-bed  scene  it 
may  be  said,"  '  precious  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.'" 

The  church,  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Bigelow,  embracing  a  period  of  about  23 
years,  was  much  larger  than  it  now  is.  It 
contained  a  goodly  number  of  members,  noted 
for  their  wisdom,  piety  and  devotion,  and 
was  in  the  main  prosperous. 

Some  little  time  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Bigelow  a  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  preached  here 
about  6  months,  but  the  church  did  not 
choose  to  settle  him. 

Rev.  Guy  C.  Sampson  preached  here  about 
2  years,  commencing  some  time  in  1833.  Mr. 
Sampson  is  still  living,  but  for  some  years 
ha3  not  been  in  the  ministry. 

Oct.  30,  1333,  Menira  Caswell,  Jervis  Bar- 
ber  and  Reuben  Loomis  were  elected  deacons 
of  the  church.  Deacon  Miner  had  removed 
to  Ohio,  and  Deacon  Brewster  was  about  to 
remove  to  Northampton,  Mass.  He  removed 
in  the  Spring  of  1835. 

Rev.  John  A.  Avery  came  to  this  place  in 
the  Spring  of  1836,  aud  was  settled  over  this 
church.  He  was  dismissed,  and  left  here  in 
the  Fall  of  1841,  and  went  to  Onondaga, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  lived  there  and  at  Syracuse 
since.  Mr.  Avery  was  an  earnest,  good  pas- 
tor, and  has  been  affectionately  remembered 
by  many  members  of  this  church.  He  has 
been  dead  about  2  years. 

Rov.  B.  Reynolds  came  here  in  September, 
1842,  aud  [.reached  here  until  May,  1844. 

Rev.  Mr.  Payne  came  hf-re  in  December 
1846  and  preached  horn  about  one  year. 

Rev.  John  H.  Bockwith  was  settled  in  the 
Fall  of  1343,  and  dismissed  in  the  Fall  of 
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1855.  He  was  the  pastor  longer  than  any 
one  except  Mr.  Bigelow.  During  his  minis- 
try the  Congregational  meeting  house  was  re- 
moved to  where  it  now  stands,  and  repaired. 

Rev.  Enoch  Caswell,  a  native  of  the  town, 
preached  to  this  church  about  6  months  in 

1856,  after  which  he  returned  to  New  Hamp- 
shire where  he  had  hitherto  labored. 

Rev.  Calvin  Granger  came  here  the  Fall  of 
1858,  and  was  installed  over  this  church.  He 
was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  council 
April,  1S6 1,  and  is  now  the  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Hubbardton.  It  was 
during  Mr.  Granger's  ministry  that  an  ad- 
dition of  16  feet  in  front  was  made  to  the 
meeting  house,  with  the  spire,  and  a  fine  bell 
procured. 

Rev.  M.  Martin  preached  here  about  a  year, 
commencing  in  September,  1865. 

Rev.  G.  Myrick  present  pastor,  came  here 
the  Fall  of  1866. 

Deacons  Caswell,  Barber  and  Loomis  some 
years  subsequent  to  their  election,  removed 
from  here.  Julius  Spaulding  wa3  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  removal  of 
Deacon  Caswell.  Deacon  Spaulding  after- 
wards removed  to  Poultney.  Thaddeus  Ter- 
rill  held  the  oifice  of  deacon  in  the  church  for 
several  years.  He  now  resides  near  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y,t  The  present  deacons  of  the  church 
are  Asahel  Spaulding,  John  Q.  Caswell  and 
Dyer  Lemngwell.  (1867,) 

Church  Clerks, —  Joseph  Spaulding,  Thom- 
as French,  William  Frisbie,  jr.,  Joseph  Rock- 
well, Gideon  Miner,  jr.,  Jesse  Caswell,  F.  Kel- 
logg, Moses  King,  Menira  Caswell*  Harvey 
Lemngwell  and  Jay  B.  Norton,  present  clerk. 

Present  number  of  members  46. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

in  Middletown  was  organized  in  1784.    It  is 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  order  in  the  State,  if 
not  the  oldest.    From  about  1790  until  1S02 
it  was  a  large  church,  and  embraced  in  its 
communion  members  residing  in  the  towns  of 
Wells,  Poultney,  Tinmouth  and  Ira,  In 
1802,  residents  of  Poultney,  34  or  35  by  vote 
of  the  church,  withdrew,  and  formed  a  church 
in  that  town.    There  were  also  a  good  many 
members  residents  of  Tinmouth  up  to  a  later 
date  than  1802..    The  first  meeting  of  the 
church,  of  which  we  have  any  record,  Caleb  i 
Smith  was  elected  moderator,  and  Thomas  j 
Mc  Clure,  cleric.   Caleb  Smith  appears  to  have  j 
been  the  leading  man  from  its  organization  j 
until  his  death,  Nov.  10,  1808.    He  usually  I 


acted  as  moderator  in  the  absence  of  the  min- 
ister, and  was  the  first  deacon.  I  should 
judge  from  the  records,  he  held  a  position  sim- 
ilar to  that  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Brewster  in 
the  Congregational  church.  He  was  not  a 
noisy  man,  but  undoubtedly  an  efficient  work- 
er in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  institu- 
tions in  the  settlement. 

Among  the  first  members  of  this  church 
were  Caleb  Smith,  Thomas  Mo  Clure,  John 
Sunderlin,  Gamaliel  Waldo,  Hezekiah  M  il- 
iary, Zaccheus  Mallary,  Nathaniel  Mallary, 
Daniel  Ford,  Asher  Blunt,  David  Wood,  Eph- 
raim  Foster,  Josiah  Johnson,  Nathan  Wal- 
ton and  Jonathan  Haynes. 

Jonathan  Haynes  was  quite  early  elected 
a  deacon,  but  did  not  accept  the  office  for  the 
reason,  probably,  of  his  physical  infirmities, 
occasioned  by  a  terrible  wound  which  he  re- 
ceived in  Bennington  in  1777.  Yet  he  was 
a  useful  man  in  the  church  while  he  lived, 
held  many  important  positions,  and  was  re- 
garded as  a  sincere,  ardent  aud  devoted  Chris- 
tian. 

Daniel  Ford  a  good  Christian  man,  the  fa- 
ther of  Nathan  Ford,  and  the  grandfather  of 
Joel  Ford,  was  elected  deacon  to  supply  the 
place  that  the  church  intended  to  have  filled 
with  Mr.  Haynes. 

Gamaliel  Waldo  one  of  those  decided,  stern, 
resolute  men,  who  was  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  outside  influences,  was  another  efficient 
member.  And  this,  to  a  great  extent,  was, 
the  character  of  nearly  all  the  early  members 
of  both  this  and  the  Congregational  denomi- 
nation. Both  churches  were  formed  at  a  time 
and  under  circumstances  that  we  should 
hardly  suppose  would  have  admitted  of  pros- 
perity ;  but  they  at  once  sprung  into  life  and 
activity,  and  perhaps  they  were  as  successful 
the  first  year  of  their  existence  as  they  have 
ever  since  been  in  the  same  period  of  time. 

The  Baptist  church  was  without  a  minister 
until  1700 — during  which  time  Rev.  Hezekiah 
Eastman  seems  to  have  administered  at  com- 
munion seasons,  and  performed  the  rite  of 
baptism.  Where  Mr.  Eastman  lived  I  have> 
been  unable  to  learn. 

Aug.  6,  1790,  the  Baptist  church  voted  to 
give  a  call  to  Rev,  Sylvan  us  Haynes,  of 
I  I'uncetown,  Mass.,  to  become  their  pastor, 
j  Tho  Baptist  society  winch  was  formed  in 
17.U0,  joined  the  church  in  the  call  Mr. 
j  Haynes  accepted  the  call  by  tins  COBU&unicA- 
I  tiou  to  the  church. 
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'•To  the  Baptist  Church  of  Middletown. 

Dear  Brethren  — Matters  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged in  the  Kingdom  of  God's  Providence, 
that  we'  held  an  interview  together  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago.  at  which  time  I  re- 
ceived an  invitation  by  Deacon  Smith,  who 
was  then  a  part  of  the  standing  committee  of 
the  church  to  provide  preaching,  to  come  and 
preach  with  them  a  certain  time.  Some  time 
after  I  returned  home  I  received  a  letter  from 
I)eacon  Smith  signifying  that  th«  church  fully 
concurred  with  him  in  inviting  me  to  come. 
Accordingly  I  set  out,  and  on  the  24th  of 
March  last,  I  arrived  safe  at  this  place  ;  and 
after  preaching  five  months  here  I  have  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  take  the  pastoral 
change  of  this  church  and  society.  The  invi- 
tation on  the  part  of  the  church  was  signed 
by  Deacon  Smith,  on  the  part  of  the  society 
by  Jonas  Clark. 

Iu  ti,e  first  place  I  would  present  my  most 
hearty  thanks  to  the  church  and  society  for 
the  kind  respect  with  which  they  have  treated 
me,  and  I  acknowledge  with  much  gratitude 
the  kind  treatment  I  have  received  Irorn  the 
Congregational  church  and  society. 

In  answering  the  church  and  societv,  I 
shall  give  some  of  the  considerations  which 
have  influenced  me  in  accepting  your  call. 

Sylvan* us  Hayxes. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  ordained  Aug.  26,  1790, 
and  remained  the  pastor  27  years.  The  Bap- 
tist society  bought  a  piece  of  land  for  him  of 
Captain  Joseph  Spaulding,  the  same  now 
owned  by  Reuben  Mehurin,  and  Mr.  Haynes 
commenced  living  on  it  in  a  log-house.  Be- 
tides attending  to  his  pastoral  duties,  he  did 
a  good  deal  of  work  on  his  land. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Haynes  in  this 
place  the  Baptist  church  and  society  were 
prosperous.  Mr.  Haynes  left  this  town  in 
1817,  and  went  to  western  New  York.  He 
left  before  my  recollection,  but  from  all  I 
have  heard  of  him  from  the  old  people,  of 
both  his  own  and  other  denominations,  I 
should  judge  he  was  a  faithful  minister ;  suc- 
cessful in  his  labors  here,  and  we  moreover 
find  he  was  the  author  of  several  religious 
works,  which  at  the  time  gave  him  a  good 
reputation  as  a  writer  in  his  denomination. 
He  preached  the  election  sermon  before  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  in  Oct.,  1800,  which 
sermon  was  printed  by  a  vote  of  the  legisla 
ture. 

To  Mr.  Haynes  belongs  the  honor  of  be- 
ing not  only  the  first  settled  minister  of  the 
Baptist  church  here  but  the  rirst  minister  set- 
tled in  Middletown.  He  preached  in  the 
log-meeting-house  and  at  private  houses,  un- 
til, what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Con- 


gregational house  was  completed  in  17596, 
when  he  preached  in  that  until  the  Baptist 
house  was  built  in  1806. 

After  Mr.  Haynes  left  Rev.  Seth  Ewens 
supplied  the  church  about  2  years. 

Rev.  Isaac  Bucklin  was  settled  over  the 
Baptist  church  in  1821,  and  was  the  pastor 
until  1828,  when  he  removed  from  here. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fuller,  Rev.  Linus  J.  Reynolds 
and  Rev.  G.  B.  Day  each  preached  here  be- 
tween 1828  and  1832.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Day 
was  ordained  here.  He  was  a  very  zealous 
man,  and  was  here  during  the  revival  in 
1831.  There  were  36  persons  in  one  day  in 
Sept.  1S31,  baptized  and  received  into  the 
church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Soullard  preached  next  in  this 
church.  He  was  here  about  3  years,  and 
went  to  Pawlet  sometime  in  1837,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  since  given  his  atten- 
tion mostly  to  farming. 

Rev.  Mr.  Haskell,  formerly  connected  with 
the  Literary  and  Theological  Institution  of 
New  York,  followed  Mr.  Soullard,  but  only 
preached  here  about  6  months. 

R.ev.  E.  B.  Bullard  was  the  next  minister 
here.  He  came  in  1839  and  remained  about 
2  years.  He  was  a  brother  of  George  W. 
Bullard,  who  more  recently  resided  here. 
He  was  well  educated,  and  a  very  devoted 
man.  After  leaving  here  he  went  to  Burmah 
as  a  missionary,  and  died  there. 

Rev.  Robert  Myers  preached  here  about 
four  years,  commencing  some  time  in  1841. 
Soon  after  leaving  this  town  he  became  a 
lawyer,  but  is  now  again  in  the  ministry. 

Rev.  R  0.  Dwyer  came  here  about  1846, 
aud  preached  about  3  years.  Mr.  Dwyer 
was  a  well-meaning  man,  and  doubtless  de- 
signed to  dis.hargo  his  duty  faithfully  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel.  He  removed  to  a 
place  near  Saratoga,  N.  Y.;  became  a  chap- 
lain in  one  of  the  New  York  regiments  in  the 
war  of  1861,  and  died  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  His  only  son  was  a  soldier  in  the 
same  regiment,  and  was  killed  in  battle  about 
the  time  of  his  father's  death. 

Rev.  M.  J.  Smith  preached  here  in  1S49 
and  '50.  While  Mr.  Smith  was  here  the 
Baptist  society  thoroughly  repaired  their 
house  of  worship.    Mr.  Smith  has  since  died. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Peck  followed,  and  preached 
here  2  or  3  years. 

Rev.  Beriah  N.  Leach,  D.  D.,  came  in  1855, 
aud  was  pastor  about  5  years.    Mr  Loach  is 
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a  native  of  this  town,  and  went  into  the  min- 
istry as  early  as  1319.  During  the  time  of 
his  ministry,  he  was  for  some  years  principal 
of  an  academy  in  western  New  York.  He 
now  resides  in  Middletown,  Ct.,  where  he 
has  heretofore  spent  a  portion  of  the  time  of 
his  ministry.  Since  Mr.  Leach  left,  Rev.  Mr. 
Frenyear  preached  here  a  while.  Rev.  Thom- 
as Tobin  is  the  present  minister.  (1S67.) 

After  the  death  of  Deacon  Smith  and  Dea- 
con Ford,  Jonathan  Barce  was  elected  to 
that  office  which  he  held  until  his  death, 
about  1847.  Beriah  Newland,  Jeremiah  Rudd. 
Spencer  Nicholson,  Benajah  Mallary,  Peleg 
Seamans  and  Nathaniel  Clift,  have  held  the 
office  of  deacon.  Alpheus  Hayne3  was  or- 
dained a  deacon  in  1836,  and  has  held  the 
office  since,  and  is  at  present  the  only  dea- 
con in  the  church.  Of  the  clerks  there  have 
been  Thomas  McClure,  David  Spafford,  Rob- 
ert R.  Woodward,  and  Ira  Frost,  present 
clerk. 

The  resident  members  by  the  last  official 
returns  are  53  ;  non-resident  members  21. 

There  was  a  sabbath  school  organized  about 
the  year  1821,  which  was  a  union  school  of 
the  Baptists  and  Congregationalists.  Some 
time  after  that  each  denomination  organized 
a  school  of  its  own,  and  have  kept  them  up 
since. 

METHODIST. 

The  first  Methodist  who  preached  in  this 
town  was  the  Rev.  Laban  Clark,  in  1801.  It 
appears  that  then  there  was  but  one  Metho- 
dist family  in  town. 

As  early  as  1815,  there  was  a  class  formed 
in"  Burnam  Hollow,"  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town.  Cyril  Leach,  a  brother  of  Rev.  B.  N. 
Leach,  was  the  leader  of  the  class  at  one  time 
and  there  was  a  goodly  number  of  members 
in  the  clas3.  Mrs.  Willard  and  Mrs.  Leffing- 
well,  daughters  of  John  Burnam,  were  mem- 
bers of  it,  also  Mrs..  Nye,  and  others. 
They  had  preaching  occasionally  by 
circuit  preachers,  in  the  school-houses  in 
that  part  of  the  town.  The  last  years  of  the 
existence  of  this  class  it  was  not  as  well  sus- 
tained. The  present  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  society  in  Middletown  had  its  be- 
ginning as  follows :  In  1834,  a  class  was  form- 
ed in  the  village  by  Anthony  Rice,  consist- 
ing of  James  Gennond  and  wife,  and  Samuel 
Hathaway  and  wife.  Soon  afterwards  John 
Gray  and  wife  were  added  to  the  cla^s, 
and  Jarnea  Germond  wa3  appointed  class- 


leader.  This  class  commenced  holding  meet- 
ings in  the  school-house  in  the  village,  but 
from  some  cause  were  obliged  to  leave  that 
place  and  hold  their  meetings  at  private 
houses.  f 

In  1835,  the  society  was  formed,  which 
will  appear  from  the  following  record : 

"We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  in  the  county  of  Rut- 
land and  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  volun- 
tarily associate  and  agree  to  form  a  society 
by  the  name  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  So- 
ciety of  Middletown,  county  and  state  afore- 
said", for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  situation 
for,  and  building  a  meeting-house,  according 
to  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  "an  acD 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel,"  passed  October 
26th,  1798. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sev- 
erally set  our  hands. 

Eli  Oatman,  James  Germond. 

Samuel  Young,  Nath'l  W.  Martin, 

Marcus  Stoddard,  Justus  Barker, 

Samuel  Hathaway,  John  Gray, 
Charles  Lamb, 

Dated  at  Middletown,  this  23rd  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1835." 

The  meeting-house  contemplated  in  the 
foregoing  was  built  in  the  year  1S37. 
It  was  built  with  a  basement  for  a  town- 
room,  but  the  town  have  since  surren- 
dered their  claim  to  it  for  that  purpose. 
The  house  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  John  Wea- 
ver, then  a  presiding  elder,  in  the  winter  of 
1333.  Samuel  Young  was  the  first  preacher 
in  the  charge  of  this  society. 

Apr.  16,  A.  D.  1842,  a  Sabbath  School  was 
formed,  and  by  the  constitution,  which  ap- 
pears in  the  handwriting  of  James  Germond, 
was  called  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sabbath 
School,  in  Middletown.  The  officers  under 
that  constitution,  for  that  year  (1812)  were 

Superintendent,  Lucius  Abbott  ;  Librarian, 
Harvey  Hoadley ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
James  Germond;  Visiting  Committee,  John 
Fitch,  M.  Smith,  Elisha  Rogers,  P.  Germond, 
L.  W.  Winslow,  J.  Willard,  P.  H.  Smith,  A. 
J.  Hoadley,  A.  Hyde,  M.  Woodworth,  James 
Germond,  E.  Stoddard;  Teachers,  Elisha  Rog- 
ers, P.  Germond,  J.  Darling,  E.  Marshall, 
Charles  Lamb,  L.  Doughty,  Justus  Barker, 
L.  Burnam,  A.  Hyde,  H.  Babcock, 

The  Methodist  society  in  Middletown,  like 
the  other  religious  denominations  here,  has 
had  its  seasons  of  prosperity  an  t  adversity. 

They  gained  rapidly  on  the  start.  By  the 
time  their  house  of  worship  was  completed  in 
the  winter  of  1338,  they  had  a  congregation 
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nearly  or  quite  as  large  as  either  ot  the  other 
denominations,  and  they  have  since  kept  it  up 
nearly  as  large,  bat  that  society  ha3  been 
nnfortuntae  in  losing  many  of  its  prominent 
and  useful  members  by  death. 

James  Germond,  their  first  class-leader  and 
leader  of  their  singing,  until  he  died,  October, 
1855,  was  an  unassuming  man,  yet  to  him 
perhaps  more  to  than  any  other  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  is  indebted  for  its  rise  and 
early  progress. 

John  Fitch  was  a  local  preacher,  and  re- 
moved from  Pawlet,  his  native  place,  to  Mid- 
dletown  as  early  as  1838,  where  he  resided 
until  February,  1859,  when  he  died.  Mr. 
Fitch  was  never  the  preacher  in  charge,  but 
took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  sup- 
plied the  desk.  He  will  be  long  remembered 
by  those  of  that  church  who  have  survived 
him,  as  a  zealous  laborer  in  his  Master's  vine- 
yard. 

In  1862,  when  the  Rev.  H.  D.  Hitchcock 
was  the  preacher  in  charge,  the  Methodist 
house  was  thoroughly  repaired,  and  like  the 
Baptist  and  Congregational  houses  of  wor- 
ship, is  now  in  good  condition.  Whiting 
Merrill  was  very  active  in  procuring  the  re- 
pairs on  the  meeting-house,  contributed 
largely  of  his  means,  and  did  much  by  way 
of  procuring  subscriptions,  and  superintend- 
ing the  work.  He  succeeded  in  accordance 
with  his  wishes,  but  died  in  three  years  after. 
Mr.  Merrill  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by 
his  good  management  secured  a  competence. 
He  had  hardly  passed  the  prime  of  life  when 
he  died,  and  had  been  for  some  years  the  lea- 
der of  a  class.  Joseph  Banister  was  appoint- 
ed to  fill  his  place,  who  lived  but  a  few 
months  after. 

The  present  preacher  in  charge  (1S67)  is 
Rev.  George  Sutton. 

It  is  true  there  are  some  unpleasant  things 
in  connection  with  the  history  of  each  of  the 
churches  here,  but  we  must  expect  those  will 
occur  in  these  and  all  other  churches,  and  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  great  good  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  churches  here.  They  have 
sent  out  no  less  than  8  ministers,  who  were 
natives  of  the  town,  one  as  a  missionary  to 
foreign  lands.  Many  others  who  have  gone 
from  here  are  holding  prominent  positions  in 
different  churches  iu  the  far  West  and  other 
places. 

From  1820  to  '40  the  population  of  the 


town  remained  about  the  same  ;  there  was  a 
little  falling  off,  but  no  essential  difference. 
As  we  look  back  within  this  period  we  find 
but  few  left  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town, 
and  those  few  have  retired  from  active  life. 
The  active  men  then  here  consisted  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  pioneers,  and  of  men  who 
had  more  recently  removed  here.  Among 
the  then  active  men  here  were  Jonas  ('lark, 
Hezekiah  Haynes,  Jonathan  Morgan,  Eli 
Oatman,  Roswell  Buel,  David  and  Levi  Me- 
hurin,  Stephen  Keyes,  Jaaz  and  Stephen  B;ir-  j 
rett,  Merritt  and  Horace  Clark,  Allen  and 
Micah  Vail,  Luther  Buxton,  Anson  Rogers, 
Alonao  Hyde,  James  Germond,  Justus  Bar- 
ker, Thaddeus  Terrill,  Reuben  Loorais,  Smith 
Wait,  John  P.  Taylor,  Menira  Caswell  and 
Henry  Gray,  who  were  the  connecting  link 
between  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  and 
the  present  time  and  were  in  the  main,  as 
well  as  others  then  living  here  and  not 
named,  a  substantial  class  of  men. 

Janzaniah  Barrett  for  many  years  a  mer- 
chant here,  owned  and  lived  in  the  house  now 
owned  by  M.  E.  Vail,  Esq  ,  in  which  he  and 
his  family  now  reside.  The  house  was  built 
by  Amasa  Squires  not  long  after  1800,  and 
was  for  many  years  occupied  as  a  hotel,  by 
Jeremiah  Leffingwell  and  a  Mr.  Monroe.  The 
store  occupied  by  Mr.  Barrett  was  the  one 
until  recently,  occupied  by  Mr.  Vail,  which 
has  been  taken  down  and  removed.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett for  many  years  did  a  large  business  as  a 
merchant,  a-nd  in  buying  and  selling  cattle 
and  farm-produce. 

Allen  and  Micah  Vail  removed  from  Ban- 
by  to  this  town  about  the  year  1810;  raised 
up  large  families  here,  and  during  their  resi- 
dence were  among  the  leading  farmers.  They 
are  both  dead,  and  but  one  representative 
from  each  family  now  remains  here  ;  Mrs.  E. 
Ross,  a  daughter  of  Allen  Vail,  and  M.  E. 
Vail,  a  son  of  Micah  Vail. 

Henry  Gray  was  perhaps  as  long  an 
active  business  man  as  any  other  man  who 
has  ever  lived  in  the  town  since  the  days  of 
John  Buruara.  Mr.  Gray  was  an  unusually 
persevering  man.  He  suffered  many  losses  by 
tire  and  oihtr  casulaties,  but  was  full  of  hope 
and  animation— almost  to  the  day  of  his 
death — which  occurred  in  Juno,  1805,  at  the 
I  aga  of  78  year-.  From  the  days  of  the  Burn- 
ams  and  the  Miners,  until  a  recent  period, 
Henry  Gray  was  almost  the  sole  proprietor 
of  all  the  mills  in  town,  and  machinery  pro- 
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pelled  by  water  power.  Mr.  Gray  was  long 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  society,  and 
contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 

Between  1820  and  '40,  there  was  a  great 
change,  going  on  in  the  industrial  efforts  of 
the  people ;  which  severed  our  connection 
■with  the  good  old  times  and  left  them  behind 
us — the  times  when  the  ox-yokes,  the  ox- 
bows, the  whip-stocks  and  other  ne.-essary 
implements,  were  made  in  the  long  evenings 
before  a  blazing  fireplace — the  times  when  he 
was  considered  the  best  manager  who  did 
•'everything  within  himself'1 — the  times 
when,  as  the  men  worked,  the  hum  of  the 
little  linen-wheel,  or  the  large  wheel  for 
spinning  wool,  or  the  rattle  of  the  shuttle 
and  treads  in  the  loom  mingled  with  the 
crackle  of  the  fire  and  the  sounds  of  the  axe 
and  the  drawing  knifa.  As  some  one  has 
written  :  *'  The  women  then  picked  their  own 
wool,  carded  their  own  rolls,  spun  their  own 
yarn,  drove  their  own  looms,  made  their  own 
cloth,  cut,  made  and  mended  their  own 
garments,  dipped  their  own  candles,  male 
their  own  soap,  bottomed  their  own  chairs, 
braided  their  own  baskets,  wove  their  own 
carpets,  quilts  and  coverlids,  picked  their 
own  geese,  milked  their  own  cows,  fed  their 
own  calves,  and  went  visiting  or  to  meeting 
on  their  own  feet,  and  all  this  with  much 
less  fuss  and  ado  than  our  modern  ladies 
make  when  they  are  simply  obliged  to  over- 
see the  work  of  an  ordinary  household  in 
these  days." 

In  the  financial  revulsion  of  1839,  the 
"  credit  system  "  which  was  then  a  system 
for  everybody,  proved  disastrous  to  many 
industrous  and  honest  farmers  and  others  in 
Middletown.  Soon  after  1840,  the  business 
in  the  town  seemed  to  be  on  the  decline. 
Merritt  Clark  had  removed  to  Poultney  ; 
Horace  Clark,  also  Janzaniah  Barrett,  had 
gone  out  of  the  mercantile  business  ;  the 
building  of  railroads  through  the  State  had 
come  to  be  agitated,  and  it  was  becoming 
evident,  that  no  line  of  railroad  would  pass 
through  Middletown  ;  large  farmers  were  en 
larging  their  borders,  and  small  farmers  were 
selling  out  and  going  West.  The  consequence 
wa>  that  from  IS  10  to  1350,  the  population 
of  the  town  fell  off  about  200,  and  up  to  j 
18G0  there  was  no  gain  in  population,  By 
the  census  of  18G0,  we  had  only  700  inhabi- 
tants. Since  ldt>0  there  must  have  been  a 
gain  in  the  number  of  inhabitants,  as  some 
business  interests  have  recently  sprung  up 
here,  and  altogether  the  town  is  improving 
The  town  is  essentially  an  agricultural  town 


and  must  continue  so  to  be,  and  there  is  no 
better  soil  for  that  purpose  in  Rutland 
county.  Keeping  a  dairy  is.  now  the  main 
business  of  most  of  the  farmers.  "  The  Mid- 
dletown Cheese  Manufacturing  Company  " 
was  organized  'in  the  Spring  of  lstjl,  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  erect  buildings  for  that 
purpose.  The  manufacturing  room  is  26  feet 
square ;  the  curing-house  is  a  two  story 
building,  72  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide.  The 
making  of  cheese  commenced  in  the  summer 
of  1804,  and  has  been  in  successful  operation 
ever  since,  and  has  much  increased  the  farm- 
ing interest  and  the  value  of  real  estaie  in 
the  town.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
is  $1,600.  The  number  of  pounds  of  milk 
received  at  the  factory  the  last  season  (1866) 
was  1,707,314.  Number  of  pounds  of  cheese 
made  from  the  same  when  cured,  was  173, 
970;  and  the  gross  receipts  for  the  same 
were  $30,383.19. 

Most  of  the  farmers  in  Middletown  are 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  mostly  out  of 
debt,  and  many  of  them  are  money  lenders. 
In  respect  to  thrift  and  good  management 
they  have  much  improved  upon  the  farmers 
of  25  years  ago.  There  are  here  now  two 
stores,  that  of  M.  E.  Vail  and  that  of  A.  W. 
Gray  &  Sons,  and  the  requisite  number  of  me- 
chanic shops,  a  manufactory  of  wagons  and 
carriages  by  the  Mc  Clures,  of  agricultural 
implements  by  E.  W.  Gray,  and  of  horse- 
powers by  A.  W.  Gray  &  Sons.  A.  W.  Gray 
&  Sons  have  in  their  employ  about  30  men. 

The  springing  up  of  this  establishment, 
after  nearly  all  other  manufacturing  in  the 
town  had  ceased,  or  was  waning,  is  exceed- 
ingly fortunate.  A.  W.  Gray  was  the  inven- 
tor of  the  horse-power  now  manufactured  by 
A.  W.  Gray  <k  Sons,  He  was  formerly  a 
millwright,  learned  his  trade  of  Henry  Gray, 
but  had  given  a  good  deal  of  time  for  some 
years,  previous  to  1856,  to  inventing. 

The  horse-powers  manufactured  by  the 
Messrs.  Grays  rind  a  ready  sale,  and  are  with- 
out doubt  great  labor  •saving  machines.  They 
are  used  for  sawing  wood,  threshing  and 
other  purposes,  and  are  undoubtedly  superior 
to  anything  of  the  kind  now  in  use.  rhey 
are  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the 
proprietors  might,  if  they  desired  very  much, 
extend  their  business. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Joseph  Rockwell,  1781  to  '09;  Nathaniel 
Wood,  jr.,   1799  to  1802  ;  Orson  Brow.-, 
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1802  to  '12 ;  Jabez  Joslia,  1812  to  '13  ;  Orson 
Brewster,  1813  to  15 ;  Barker  Frisbie,  1315 
to  '21  ;  Dyer  Leffingwell,  1821  to  *22  ;  Cyrus 
Adams,  1322  to  '29;  Eliakita  Paul,  1829  to 
'36;  Orson  Clark,  1S36  to  '42;  Luther  Fil- 
more,  1342  to  '45;  Adin  H.  Green,  1815  to 
'47;  Eliakirn  Paul,  1317  to  '49;  Adin  H. 
Green,  1819  to  '52  ;  Elijah  Ross,  1852  to  '56  ; 
Barnes  Frisbie,  1856  to  '60;  Elijah  Ross, 
1860  to  '61 ;  Geo.  W.  Bullard,  1361  to  '63 ; 
Elijah  Ross,  1863  to  '65;  Moses  E.  Vail, 
1865  to  '66  ;  Elijah  Ross,  1366  to  '67.  Er- 
win  Haskins  was  elected  March,  1867,  and  is 
the  present  Town  Clerk. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Joseph  Spaulding,  1785  to  '83  ;  John  Bur- 
nam,  1738 :  Ephrairn  Carr,  1788  to  '92 ; 
Jonathan  Brewster,  1792 ;  Nathaniel  Wood, 
1793  ;  Jonathan  Brewster,  1794  ;  John  Bur- 
nam, 1795;  Jonathan  Brewster,  1796; 
John  Burnham,  1796  to  1799 ;  Nathaniel 
Wool,  jr.,  1799  to  1301 ;  John  Burnaui;  1804  ; 
Dyer  Leffingwell,  1801  to  '07  ;  John  Burnarn, 
1807;  Jonas  Clark,  jr.,  1807  to  '10;  Jacob 
Burnam,  1310;  Jonas  Clark,  1810  to  '23; 
David  G.  McClure,  1823  to  '29  ;  Allen  Vail, 
1829  ;  Eliakim  Paul,  1829  to  32 ;  Merritt 
Clark,  1832  to  '34 ;  Orson  Clark,  1834  to  '36  ; 
Eliakim  Paul,  1836  to  '3S ;  Jonathan  Mor- 
gan, 1333;  xMerritt  Clark,  1839,  Eliakim 
Paul,  1839  to  '42:  C.  B.  Harrington,  1312  to 
'44 ;  Horace  Clark,  1844  to  '46  ;  C.  B.  Har- 
rington, 1816,  Harris  G.  Otis,  1847;  Wra. 
N.  Gray,  1847  to  '50 ;  Roswell  Buel,  jr.,  1850  ; 
Eliakim  Paul,  1850  to  '53;  Jacob  Burnam, 
1853  ;  Barnes  Frisbie,  1S53  to  '56 ;  Lucius 
Copeland,  1S56  to  '58  ;  C.  P.  Coy,  1858  to 
'60:  Roswell  Buel,  1860  to  '62:  Nathaniel 
Cliff,  1862  to  '64  ;  Harley  Spaulding,  1861 
to  '66  :  A.  W.  Gray,  1366  to  '67. 

Of  the  part  the  citizens  of  Middletown  took 
in  the  war  of  1312,  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
but  little  information.  There  were  several 
who  enlisted  and  served  in  that  war  ;  only 
one  (John  Woodworth)  to  ray  knowledge  sur- 
vives. He  was  wounded  at  Fort  Erie,  and 
now  draws  a  pension  of  $06  a  year.  He  had 
a  large  family,  but  none  are  now  residing  in 
Middletown,  except  his  oldest  daughter,  Mary. 
He  has  one  son  Andrew  J.,  who  now  resides 
in  Philadelphia,  and  is  a  man  of  good  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  has,  as  [  am  informed,  ac- 
cumulated a  good  deal  of  Wealth.  He  gave 
the  town  of  Mid  lletown,  a  short  time  since, 
the  sum  of  about  $  1000—  it  being  what  the 


town  had  expended  for  the  support  of  an  un- 
fortunate insane  sister  who  has  been  at  Brat- 
tleboro  for  several  years, — and  also  to  relieve 
the  town  from  her  future  support,  made  pro- 
vision for  the  same. 

This  example  is  Worthy  of  record,  not  only 
to  preserve  a  generous  act,  but  to  show  what 
a  young  man  without  means  may  do  if  he 
will.  It  is  hardly  20  years  since  A.  J.  Wood- 
worth  came  to  school  to  me.  He  was  then 
poorly  clad — a  bashful  unpretending  boy — 
yet  he  seemed  to  be  resolute  and  determined 
in  what  he  undertook  to  do,  and,  withal, 
was  generous  and  kind  hearted. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh  a 
company  of  militia  volunteered  from  Middle- 
town,  but  they  only  got  as  far  as  Castleton 
when  they  were  informed  that  the  battle  was 
over ;  they  then  returned.  David  Thomas  is 
the  only  survivor  of  that  company  now  living 
in  Middletown;  he  went  as  drummer. 

Middletown  has  a  record  of  which  her  citi- 
zens may  well  be  proud.  They  promptly  met 
the  emergency — raised  the  money  and  the 
men,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  were*  required 
and  notwithstanding  the  great  outlay  requir- 
ed to  pay  the  large  bounties  and  large  taxes, 
when  the  war  closed,  the  town  had  paid 
every  dollar.  The  town  paid  in  bounties 
$6,609  and  more  than  they  were  legally 
bound  to  do.  Two  of  her  soldiers,  Merritt 
Perham  and  Harvey  Guilder,  re-enlisted  to 
the  credit  of  the  town  without  any  contract; 
with  the  authorities  ;  previous  to  this  the 
town  had  been  paying  a  bounty  of  $500.  A 
meeting  was  called  and  the  sum  of  $500  each 
was  voted  to  them  and  paid. 

In  proportion  to  the  number  subject  to 
military  duty,  a  large  number  enlisted  into 
the  service  from  the  town.  In  the  summer 
of  1863  the  roll  of  men  subject  to  be  drafted 
from  numbered  5S.  During  the  period  of  the 
war  51  enlisted  into  the  service — some  10  or 
12  more  than  was  required  to  hll  the  quotas 
of  the  town — and  those  who  went  into 
the  service,  were,  most  of  them,  at  least,  from 
among  the  best  families  of  the  town,  aud 
with  hardly  an  exception  young  men  of 
good  moral  character,  intelligent,  and  with  a 
good  common  education,  and  for  the  most 
part  with  good,  hardy  physical  constitutions. 
No  one  of  them  ever  deserted,  or  was  court- 
martialed  for  any  otTenee,  and  but  one  or  t  wo 
received  even  a  censure  for  violation  of  rules. 
They  proved  to  be  brave  and  faithful  soldiers  ; 
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a  large  portion  of  them  served  out  the  time 
for  which  they  enlisted,  and  returned  to  their 
homes  to  he  again  useful  and  respected  citi- 
zens,  some  never  returned  ;  4  or  5  were  kill- 
ed in  battle,  or  died  from  wounds  received  ; 
11  died  of  disease. 

To  William  Schollar  is  due  the  credit  of 
being  the  first  man  who  enlisted  from  this 
town  in  the  war  of  '61.  He  enlisted  in  compa- 
ny E.  of  the  1st,  Reg.  of  Vt.  vols,  for  3  months 
and  served  his  time  out,  and  afterwards 
enlisted  into  Harris'  light  cavalry,  an  organ- 
ization gotten  up  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
After  several  months  service  in  this  cavalry 
organization,  his  health  failed  and  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  He  returned  home, 
regained  his  health,  and  in  '63  enlisted  into 
the  10th,  Vt.  Reg.,  in  which  he  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  held  the  office  of  ser- 
geant in  company  C,  10th,  Vt.,  and  was  a 
faithful  soldier. 

The  next  who  enlisted  from  Middietown 
were  Frank  Carrigan  and  Merritt  Perham, 
in  the  2d  Vt.  Reg.,  which  was  mustered  into 
the  service  June  20,  '61.  Carrigan  after  serv- 
ing- a  while  was  found  missing  and  has 
never  been  heard  of  since.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  is  dead  ;  Perham  served  his  time  out 
(3  years)  and  re-enlisted  into  the  7th,  Vt. 
and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Stephen  A. "Griswoid,  Edwin  Higgins,  Sam- 
uel Buxton,  Harvey  Guilder,  enlisted  into 
the  7th,  Vt.,  which  regiment  was  mustered 
into  the  service  Feb.  12,  '62.  Stephen  A. 
Griswoid  died  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  Nov.  3, 
'62,  of  fever.  He  was  a  very  strong,  muscu- 
lar young  man,  but  had  the  measles  after  he 
enlisted,  and  before  he  was  mastered  in,  took 
cold,  and  it  is  thought  by  his  friends  was 
never  well  afterwards,  though  he  performed 
good  service  as  a  soldier  until  a  short  time 
prior  to  his  death.  He  was  the  only  son  ot 
the  widow  of  David  Griswoid,  on  whom  she 
doubtless  relied  for  support  in  her  declining 
years.  Edwin  Higgins,  of  the  same  regiment, 
died  near  New  Orleans.  We  have  not  the 
date  of  his  death,  but  it  was  after  Griswoid 
died,  and  while  he,  Higgins,  was  in  the  ser- 
vice. He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Orrin  Hig- 
gins, who  served  in  the  LOth,  Vermont  regi- 
ment. Buxton  and  Guilder  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  were  honorably  discharged. 

Royal  Lucien  Coleman  enlisted  into  the 
9th,  Vermont,  June  9,  '63,  and  died  Oct.  3, 
'64,  in  the  service  a  year  and  some  months. 


He  W33  a  son  of  Harry  Coleman,  who  wa<  a 
brother  of  Royal  Coleman,  Esq.,  of  this 
town. 

There  was  a  large  number  enlisted  from 
Middietown  into  Co.  C,  10th  Vt.  Reg.,  and 
mustered  in -Sept.  1st,  '62.  Prior  to  that 
time,  Edwin  R.  Buxton,  Aden  N.  Green,  Er- 
win  Haskins,  Charles  H.  Dayton,  Henry 
Barce,  Alonzo  Atwater,  William  Hoadley, 
Francis  H.  Hoadley,  Curtis  Howard,  Henry 
J.  Langzine,  Harlan  P.  Leffingweil,  Aran  ah 
Leffingwell,  John  H.  Lewis,  Warren  McClure, 
William  Schollar,  William  H.  H.  Thompson, 
Philander  C.  Wetmore,  Robert  A.  Woodward 
and  Edward  Holton,  had  enlisted  and  were 
mustered  in,  making  19  who  were  mustered 
in  with  the  regiment.  In  Dec.  '63,  James  N. 
Buel,  Lorenzo  Ford,  Allen  Hubbard,  jr.,  Or- 
rin Higgins  and  Charles  W.  McClure  enlist- 
ed, in  Co.  C,  10th  Vt.,  making,  21  of  the  Mid- 
dietown boys  in  that  regiment.  They  all  en- 
listed for  3  years,  or  during  the  war,  and 
Buxton,  Green,  Barce,  Atwater,  William  and 
Francis  Hoadley,  Howard,  Langzine,  Harlan 
P.  Leffingwell,  Warren  and  Charles  W.  Mc- 
Clure, Schollar,  Wetrnore,  Woodward,  Hub- 
bard and  Higgins,  17  of  the  24  served  out 
their  time,  were  honorably  discharged,  and 
returned  to  their  homes,  with  the  exception 
of  Henry  Barce,  who  was  taken  sick  after 
his  discharge,  and  died  near  Washington  on 
his  way  home.  Erwin  Haxkin3  was  taken 
sick  in  the  Fall  after  his  enlistment,  and  ran 
down  so  low  he  barely  had  strength  to  get 
home  He  was  discharged  Dec.  19,  '62.  On 
his  return,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of 
all  who  saw  him,  he  gradually  recovered,  un- 
til now  he  is  comparatively  well  again.  Ar- 
unah  Leffingwell  was  taKen  sick  and  dis- 
charged about  the  same  time,  returned  home 
and  has  since  recovered  his  health.  John  H. 
Lewis  was  wounded  by  a  bail  through  the 
thigh  at  Winchester  on  Sept.  19  '61;  went  to 
the  hospital,  and  remaiuel  until  discharged; 
was  in  the  hard  fought  battl-'s  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Cold  Harbor  and  Spottsy  lvania,  and 
manfully  performed  his  duty  until  disabled 
by  the  wound  above  named.  The  first  death 
of  the  boys  of  the  10th  from  Middietown, 
was  that  of  Charles  II.  Dayton,  S^;>:.  26  '<;2, 
near  Washington — less  than  one  month  sit  -r 
his  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  rvice, 
lie  WHS  tiie  sou  of  Mrs.  Jay  H.  Nfori  >U  hv 
her  former  husband,  Doctor  J.  II.  Dayton, 
and  but  IS  years  old  whea  ho  enlisted,  tie 
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was  sick  only  about,  one  week.  His  remains 
were  brought  home  and  interred  in  Middle- 
town  by  the  side  of  those  of  his  father. 

Edward  Holton  was  in  the  service  nearly  a 
year.  He  was  a  son  of  Garrett  Holton,  an 
Irishman,  and  a  very  respectable  man,  who 
has  since  deceased.  Edward  died  of  disease 
Aug.  15,  '63,  aged  21.  His  comrades  gave 
him  the  credit  of  being  a  good  soldier. 

Henry  Barce  as  we  have  before  mention- 
ed, served  his  time  out  and  was  on  his  way 
home  when  he  was  taken  sick,  of  fever,  and 
died  June  17,  '65,  at  the  age  of  26.  His 
health  was  good  through  his  entire  term  of 
service,  from  the  first  of  September,  '62,  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  never  failed  of 
being  able  to  perform  his  duty  as  a  soldier, 
\va3  in  all  of  the  battles  in  which  the  10th 
were  engage  !  during  the  war,  and  of  his  sa- 
gacity and  bravery,  his  associates  all  speak 
in  the  highest  terms.  He  was  a  still,  quiet 
young  mau,  but  strong,  athletic,  decided  and 
prompt  in  acting,  anl  possessed  more  eiuca- 
tion  and  knowledge  than  any  otiier  person 
of  his  aga  in  the  town,  when  he  enlisted.  He 
leaves  a  sister  and  distant  relatives  to  mourn 
his  loss. 

Wrn.  H.  H.  Thompson,  a  cousin  of  Henry  | 
Barce,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Falls  Ouurch, 
when  Culpepper  was  evacuated  by  our  forces, 
and  die?]  in  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  in 
the  winter  of  '64. 

James  N.  Buel  enlisted  in  Dec.  '63,  and 
was  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  June  1,  '64.  He 
lay  at  the  time,  with  others  of  his  company, 
behind  a  log  in  front  of  the  enemy  watching 
their  chances  to  deliver  their  tire  upon  the 
rebel  sharp  shooters,  in  the  vicinity,  when 
Buel,  anxious  to  get  a  shot  raised  his  head 
high  enough  to  receive  a  ball  in  the  head, 
which  killed  him  instantly;  and  thus  perish- 
ed a  brave  soldier,  who  had  been  an  indus- 
trious man  and  a  good  citizen  at  home.  Mr. 
Buel  was  40  years  old ;  he  left  a  wife  and  2 
children.  He  was  a  son  of  Roswell  Buel, 
Sen.,  who  has  since  died. 

Lorenzo  Ford  enlisted  Dec  10,  '63,  and 
died  in  the  army  hospital  at  Brandy  Station, 
in  Virginia,  of  fever,  Mar.  16,  '61.  He  per- 
formed his  duty  faithfully  as  a  soldier,  for  the 
little  time  he  was  in  the  service.  His  age 
was  26  ;  he  left  a  widow  and  one  child.  His 
widow  has  since  married  in  Michigan,  and 
his  child  lives  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Bassett, 
in  Middletown.    He  was  a  sou  of  Joel  Ford. 


All  who  know  the  history  of  the  war  of 
1861,  well  know  that  the  10th  Vt  reg.  had 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  reg- 
iments in  the  army.  Officers  of  high  rank, 
who  were  witnesses  of  their  bravery,  their 
endurance  and  skill,  and  their  reliability  in 
trying  times,  have  invariably  spoken  of  the 
10th  Vt.  in  the  highest  terms.  If  the  reg- 
iment was  made  up  of  as  good  material  as 
that  part  of  it  from  Middletown,  (and  I  do 
not  know  why  it  was  not,)  surely  those  en- 
comiums of  the  officers  were  well  bestowed. 
We  have  this  foundation  for  saying  what  we 
have  of  the  boys  from  Middletown,  in  the 
10th,  We  knew  them  all — most  of  them  in- 
timately and  know  that  mentally,  morally 
and  physically,  with  few  exceptions,  they 
were  of  a  material  which  make3  the  best  of 
soldiers  ;  and  we  heard  from  them  in  the  war; 
not  only  from  themselves,  in  speaking  of  the 
conduct  of  each  other  in  the  many  hard 
fought  fields,  but  we  heard  facts  from  others, 
soldiers  and  officers,  who  were  there  and  had 
no  interest  to  give  us  anything  but  facts. 

Edwin  R.  Buxton,  Aden  H.  Green  and 
William  Schollar.  rose  from  the  ranks  to  ser- 
geants of  their  company,  and  they,  with 
|  Barce,  Lewis,  Howard,  Buel,  Hubbard, 
Woodward  and  Charles  Mc  dure,  were  par- 
ticularly distinguished  for  their  fearless  dis- 
charge of  duty.  Buxton,  Green  and  Wood- 
ward each  received  wounds.  Buxton  and 
Green  were  hit  by  balls  several  times,  and 
Buxton,  in  the  fight  at  Cold  Harbor,  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  field,  and  was  unable  to 
perlorm  duty  for  several  days  afterwards. 
Woodword  received  a  woand  on  t  ie  foot  at 
the  same  time,  which  disabled  him  for  a 
short  tim3. 

Warren  Mc  Clure  was  detailed  for  hospital 
service  soon  after  his  regiment  was  mustered 
in,  where  he  remained  on  duty  until  he  went 
into' the  10th  reg.  band.  He  played  a  cornet 
in  that  band  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Win.  H.  Hoadley  was  a  musician  (drum- 
mer) from  the  time  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  number  of  battles  in  which  the  10th 
reg.  was  engaged,  as  reportod  by  the  Adju- 
tant General  are  13,  commencing  with  Or- 
ange Grove,  in  Nov.  '63,  and  ending  with 
Sailor's  Creek,  in  Apr,  '65.  Those  embrace 
the  battles  of  Grant's  campaign,  which  end- 
ed in  the  fall  of  Richmond,  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  groat  rebellion.    Besides  the  battles  as 
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given  by  the  Adjutant  General  in  which 
the  10th  was  engaged,  it  was  in  numerous 
skirmishes,  in  which  men  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

Middletown  sent  three  good  soldiers  in  the 
llth  Vt.  reg.:  James  Granger,  George  and 
James  Kilburn.  Granger  enlisted  in  July, 
'61,  into  Co.  M.  of  the  llth,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  i he  service  Oct.  7,  '(33.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  the  Rev.  Calvin  Gran- 
ger, who  at  the  time  of  the  son's  enlistment 
was  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
here.  This  regiment  was  known  as  the  1st 
Vt.  artillery,,  and  enlisted  -&>£,. 3  years  or 
during  the  war.  Young  Granger  was  in 
most  of  the  battles  in  Grant's  campaign, 
after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  was 
a  good  soldier, 

The  Kilburns,  sons  of  Truman  Kilburn, 
never  returned.  George  was  wounded  in  ac- 
tion at  Cold  Harbor,  and  died  of  his  wounds 
July  9,  '61.  aged  26.  James  died  of  sickness, 
at  Washington,  Aug.  22,  '61,  aged  22. 
They  were  good  soldiers,  say  their  officers, 
and  their  leliable  comrade,  James  Granger. 

Charles  H.  Granger  and  Delet  B.  Haynes 
enlisted  in  the  12th  reg.;  mustered  in  Oct.  4, 
'62,  and  mustered  out  of  the  service  July  11, 
'63.  Granger  and  Haynes  enlisted  into  com- 
pany K,  known  as  the  "  Rutland  Light 
Guard."  Charles  H.  Granger  was  the  third 
eon  of  the  Rev.  Calvin  Granger,  and  Delet 
B.  Haynes  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Aaron  Haynes,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  then 
residing  in  Middletown.  Both  served  out 
their  time  faithfully,  and  returned  again  to 
t.ieir  homes.  They  were  never  in  any  action, 
but,  as  they  said,  "  it  was  not  their  fault." 
Their  regiment  was  never  called  into  any  ac- 
tion while  in  the  service. 

Middletown  sent  7  brave,  sturdy  fellows 
in  the  llth.  reg.  They  were,  Homer  H. 
Southwick,  fteuben  Spaulding,  Geo.  Spauld- 
ing,  Erwin  Hyde,  Win.  Cairns,  Eliphalet 
Eddy  and  John  Louis  South  wick.  The  two 
Spaulding.s,  Hyde  and  Eddy  served  their 
time;  Cairns  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  in  which  they  all  participated, 
except  Louis,  who  was  discharged  Apr.  21, 
"53,  by  reason  of  au  accidental  discharge  of 
fire  arms,  which  so  injured  one  of  his  hands 
as  to  render  him  incapable  of  doing  further 
service.  Eddy  was  woun  led  in  the  arm,  at 
Gettysburg,  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and 
has  drawn  a  pension  since  ho  left  the  service, 


but  has  now  nearly  recovered  the  use  of  his 
arm.  Homer  H.  Southwick  was  a  sergeant 
of  company  B,  and  Erwin  Hyde  and  Reuben 
Spaulding  were  corporals.  Southwick  had 
charge  of  the  ambulance  corps  at  Gettys- 
burg, and  performed  his  duty  faithfully  and 
well.  He  was  a  good  soldier,  and  so  were 
they  all,  and  with  the  exception  of  Eddy 
and  Cairns  they  are  now  all  in  Middletown 
engaged  on  farms  and  in  shops,  as  they  were 
before  the  war — the  same  industrious,  peace- 
ful, useful  citizens.  Eddy  has  removed  to 
Michigan.  Cairns  sleeps  on  the  field  at 
Gettysburg;  he  was  an  Irishman,  a  young 
man  of  intelligence  and  character,  and  vol- 
unteered, as  he  said,  because  he  felt  it  wa3 
his  duty  so  to  do.  May  he  be  remembered 
as  one  of  the  brave  boys  who  sacrificed  his 
life  to  save  the  American  Republic. 

We  have  now  spoken  of  all  who  enlisted 
"  to  the  credit  of  the  town  ;"  that  is,  those 
named  were  counted  to  make  up,  and  did 
make  up,  the  quota  of  Middletown,  but 
they  were  not  all  who  gave  their  aid  in  the 
great  struggle.  The  Country  had  the  services 
of  others,  and  to  them  we  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  and  let  us  here  acknowledge  it. 

Andrew  Perry,  Ooadiah  Cole  and  John  S. 
Bateman,  went  from  Middletown,  and  enlist- 
ed to  the  credit  of  the  town  of  Poukney. 
Perry,  after  a  short  period  of  service,  was 
sick,  and  received  his  discharge,  and  return- 
ed home  ;  Cole  and  Bateman  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war. 

Seven  from  Middletown  enlisted  into  reg- 
iments out  of  the  State;  Win.  and  ileury 
01  i ft,  Joseph  Cary,  Robert  Parks,  William 
Grover,  Martin  V.  B.  Wood  worth  and 
Horace  Green.  William  Clift  enlisted  in  an 
Iowa  regiment  for  3  years,  and  served  his 
time  ;  Henry  into  the  111th  N.  Y.  reg.;  both 
were  good  soldiers. 

Joseph  Cary  we  have  been  able  to  learn 
but  little  about.  He  was  not  long  a  resident 
of  the  town.  He.  with  Parks,  Grover  and 
Green  enlisted  into  what  was  known  as  the 
"  Harris  Light  Cavalry,"  as  early  as  Aug. '61. 
They  were  enlisted  at  Fair  haven,  but  the 
regiment  was  a  Now  York  regiment,  or  bo- 
came  so  afterwards.  Of  tho<e  four,  three 
died,  two  of  sickness,  and  one  from  a  wound 
received  while  in  an  engagement.  Parks 
j  went  into  the  service  a  strong,  healthy,  reso- 
lute young  man,  but  after  a  few  months  took 
the  measles  which  resulted  iu  his  death.  Ho 
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was  a  son  of  Robert  Parks,  Esq.,  of  Wells, 
had  not  lived  in  Middletown  over  2  or  3 
years  prior  to  his  enlistment,  but  had  lived 
there  long  enough  to  gain  the  respect  of 
those  who  knew  him. 

William  Grover  was  a  son  of  Calvin,  a 
young  man  of  good  character ;  he  made  a 
good  soldier,  and  was  a  good  length  of  time 
in  the  service,  but  death  from  disease  finally 
terminated  his  service. 

Horace  Green  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Aden  H.  Green,  Esq.,  deceased,  and  a  half 
brother  of  Aden  H.  Green  of  the  10th  Vt. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Margaret 
Bigelow  ;  she  wa3  the  eldest  daughter  of  Rev. 
Henry  Bigelow.  Horace  was  in  Kilpatrick's 
cavalry  and  was  one  of  the  most  daring  sol- 
diers in  the  army.  He  was  wounded  on  the 
Danville  Railroad,  in  Virginia,  in  June,  *64, 
and  died  in  Middletown  the  Dec.  following. 

Rev.  M.  M.  Martin  preached  his  funeral 
sermon  from  which  we  make  the  following 
extract. 

"  Horace  Green  enlisted  into  the  United 
States  service  on  the  oOth  of  Aug.  1861.  He 
was  in  nearly  every  battle  and  raid  in  which 
the  army  of  the  Potomac  was  engaged 
from  that  time  until  he  received  the  wound 
that  caused  his  death.  June  29,  1862,  Gen- 
eral Wilson  with  his  command  was  on  his 
return  from  a  raid  on  the  Danville  Road, 
when  they  met  the  enemy  and  at  12  o'clock 
at  night  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  was  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers.  Our  friend  was  among 
the  number,  and  was  shot  through  the  head. 
Our  forces  were  obliged  to  retreat  and  leave 
their  wounded  on  the  held.  His  orderly  ser- 
geant was  wounded  and  left  on  the  field  with 
bim,  and  to  him,  Horace,  was  indebted  for  the 
lengthening  out  of  his  lite,  and  his  return 
home.  When  the  enemy  were  about  to  bury 
Horace  alive,  the  pleading  of  sergeant  Nesbit 
saved  him.  They  both  remained  5  days  on 
the  field  without  food  or  drink.  He  died 
Dec.  21,  1861.  Thus  another  name  is  added 
to  the  list  of  brave  martyrs  to  our  country's 
cause." 

It  is  surprising  that  the  wound  which  Hor- 
ace received  had  not  killed  him  instantly, 
and  still  more  surprising  that  he  could,  under 
the  circumstances,  have  survived  5  days  with- 
out food  or  drink.  A  minnie  ball  went 
through  his  head  back  of  his  eyes,  and  de- 
stroyed his  sight  so  that  he  was  not  able  to 
see  afterwards.  When  he  came  home  he 
6eemed  well  ;  he  walked  about  as  he  was  led 
or  guided  by  some  friend,  and  cheerfully  con- 
versed with  his  former  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. We  bad  the  pleasure  of  conversing 
with  him  two  or  three  times.  Ho  evidently 
had  the  entire  possession  of  his  mental  facul- 
ties. His  recollection  was  good,  and  as  ho 
talked  of  the  incidents  oi  his  childhood  and 


youth  in  that  lively  and  cheerful  mann'-r 
with  which  he  was  wont  to  do,  we  could 
hardly  realize  that  he  had  received  so  terri- 
ble a  wound.  He  died  suddenly,  and  with 
him  departed  the  last  representative  of  the 
Bigelow  family  in  Middletown. 

Martin  Van  Buren  Woodworth,  son  of 
John  Woodworth  born  Mar.  4, 1841  ;  enlisted 
in  a  New  York  regiment  in  the  early  part  of 
the  war.  He  was  wounded  by  a  shell,  near 
Petersburgh,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  1862,  and  died  the 
2yth  of  the  same  month.  Martin  when  a 
boy,  was  awkward  and  ungainly  in  his  ap- 
pearance, but  as  he  approached  manhood,  he 
seemed  rapidly  to  developea  more  than  ordi- 
nary intellectual  capacity,  and  good  traits  of 
character  He  was  really,  at  the  time  of  his 
enlistment,  a  promising  young  man.  His 
father  was  poor,  had  a  large  family,  and  of 
course  was  able  to  do  but  little  by  way  of 
educating  his  children  ■  but  some  of  them 
have  "  made  their  mark  "  in  spite  of  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments,  and  we  had  every  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  Martin  would,  if  he  had 
been  spared;  but  he  was  sacrificed  with  others 
to  save  the  nation. 

Sixteen  young  men  from  the  little  town  of 
Middletown  go  to  make  up  the  long  list  of 
martyred  heroes  in  the  war  of  1861.  Let 
those  names  be  honored  and  cherished  in 
your  memories,  and  their  noble  deeds  be  re- 
corded for  an  example  to  this  and  succeeding 
generations. 

DOCTOR  ELIAKIM  PAtJL  * 

is  the  son  of  Stephen  Paul,  who  died  in  Wells 
3orae  twenty  years  since.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  lived,  from  an  early  day,  in  that  part  of 
We. Is  formerly  known  as  the  "  Lillie  neigh- 
borhood." Eliakim,  when  a  boy,  worked  on 
a  farm,  but  from  a  misfortune,  when  a  child, 
was  made  a  cripple  for  life ;  and  for  that  rea- 
son became  a  physician.  He  received  his 
diploma  at  the  Castleton  Medical  College  in 
1822,  and  immediately  bought  out  Dr.  David 
G.  McClure,  then  in  practice  in  Middletown, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  Doctor 
Paul  has  been  a  practicing  physician  hero, 
and,  a  portion  of  the  time,  the  only  physi- 
cian and  for  full  45  years,  has  traveled  over 
the  hills  and  valleys  of  Middletown  and  vi- 
cinity, administering  to  the  wants  of  the  sick. 
He  has  deservedly  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  good  physician,  and  hundreds  of  us 
who  have  had  his  services  in  the  healin<4  art, 
will  not  forget  his  prompt  and  faithful  atten- 
tion to  us  when  we  have  called  on  him.  Ho 
has  represented  Middletown  in  the  Vermont 
House  of  Representatives  8  years,  an  1  been 
town  clerk  8  years,  and  has  from  the  time  ho 
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became  a  resident  of  the  town,  fully  identi- 
fied himself  with  its  interests.  He  will  be  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens 
of  his  time.  Doctor  Paul  ha3  had  children, 
Sabra  R.,  Emmet  and  Daniel  W.  Sabra  mar- 
ried Edwin  Copeland,  and  has  recently  died; 
Emmet  died  in  1815,  aged  19;  Daniel  \V. 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  studied  law, 
and  was  for  some  years  in  partnership  with 
Edwin  Ed^erton,  Esq.,  at  Rutland,  but  is 
now  in  successful  practice  in  St.  Louis. 

Doctor  Paul's  health  has  been  poor  for  some 
little  time  past,  so  much  so  that  he  has  nearly 
relinquished  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

There  are  now  two  other  physicians  in 
Middletown,  Doctor  0.  F.  Thomas  and  Doc- 
tor S.  H.  Haynes,  and  each  is  doing  a  good 
business.  Doctor  Thomas  has  been  in  prac- 
tice since  about  1S36,  but  several  years  of  the 
former  part  of  the  time  in  Western  New 
York.  Doctor  Haynes  has  been  in  practice 
since  about  1841. 

Middletown,  Aug.  1,  1872. 
My  published  history  of  Middletown  was 
written  in  1867.  The  same  has  been  for- 
-warded  to  Miss  Hemenway  for  publication 
(or  so  much  of  it  as  she  may  desire)  in  the 
Vermont  Historical  Magazine.  At  her  re- 
quest I  now  cheerfully  furnish  a  few  other 
items  which  may  be  of  historical  interest, 
and  tender  to  Mis3  Hem°nway  my  thanks  if 
she  shall  add  the  same  to  what  she  has  before 
received 

BARNES  FRISBIE. 
The  Middletown  Mineral  Springs. 
Tiiese  springs,  which  have  recently  ac- 
quired a  reputation  for  their  curative  proper- 
eties,  were  discovered,  or  rather  rediscovered 
in  June,  1S63.  They  are  located  near  the 
village  and  within  a  hundred  feet  of  the 
north  bank  of  Poultney  river.  They  were 
known  prior  to  1S11  ;  so  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  Dr.  Theophilns  Clark,  then  and 
now  residing  in  Tinrnouth,  ami  by  Dea.  Mer- 
lin Clark,  then  a  resident  of  Middletown,  a 
few  months  since  deceased  at  Middlebury,  Vt. 
Dr.  Clark  had  drank  of  the  waters,  and  kru;w 
they  were  strongly  impregnated  with  min- 
erals, but  has  no  recollection  that  they  were 
used  to  any  extent  for  medicinal  purpose-;. 
Such  is  Deacon  Clark's  recollection,  except 
that  he  remembered  that  it  was  known 
that  the  waters  acted  powerfully  on  the  uri 
nary  organs. 


Prior  to  1811,  Poultney  river  at  tna:  :  lace, 
ran  where  it  now  does,  but  the  freshet  :•:  lhas 
year,  an  account  of  which  heretofore  appears, 
changed  the  bed  of  the  river  some  feet  \j  the 
north,  and  deposited  an  immense  layer  'A 
sand  and  gravel  on  the  springs,  hiding  them 
from  view.  In  June,  1868,  another  rriiu  .-li- 
able freshet  occurred  in  Middletown,  the  high- 
est water  known  since  1811,  and  this  freshes 
again  changed  the  bed  of  the  river  to  its  old 
place  and  uncovered  the  springs.  A.  W. 
Gray  &  Sons,  at  that  time,  (1868;  ownei  tie 
premises,  and  took  water  from  taerivtr  near 
this  point  to  run  their  horse  power  manufac- 
tory.  The  dam  or  sluice-way  having  been 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  freshet,  A.  W.  Gra~  -^.-3 
examining  the  grounds  by  way  of  making 
repairs  when  he  first  saw  the  springs,  thas 
tlie  change  in  the  bed  of  the  river  nai  crTrl- 
oped.  He  drank  freely  of  the  water,  which 
at  first  produced  a  nausea,  and  he  was  sooa 
convinced  from  his  own  examination  lias 
the  waters  were  strongly  mineral.  One  c: 
his  workmen  had  been  poisoned  with  mead- 
ow ivy,  and  his  limbs  were  bailv  swollen, 
andseemingly  he  was  obtaining  no  relief.  Mr. 
Gray,  for  the  experiment,  procured  the  -crater 
which  he  used  freely  in  drinking  and  barr- 
ing, and  the  afflicted  man  was  soon  res:orei. 
This  of  course  attracted  attention  ;  oihera 
afflicted  with  various  ailments,  procured  :he 
waters,  and  many  beyond  question  vrere  ben- 
efitted in  their  use.  The  fame  of  the  springs 
spread  rapidly,  and  the  people  soon  began  to 
come  in  crowds  from  the  neighboring  towns 
to  drink  and  carry  away  the  waters.  Ani  :: 
is  true  that  these  springs  within  the  cex: 
twelve  months  after  their  rediscover,  ac- 
quired a  reputation  which  they,  or  anv  otiier 
spring  waters,  are  not  and  cannot  be  er.::-..^l 
to.  That  these  waters  are  efficacious  an  I  val- 
uable as  a  remedial  agent  in  many  d:srasr3 
and  ailments  to  which  mmkind  are  ^;  r  .:, 
is  settled,  as  I  think,  beyond  all  question; 
but  they  will  not  raise  the  deal,  nor  will 
they  cure  incurable  diseases.  The  ci:.:e- 
raent  was  such  that  there  was  inevitably  * 
reaction,  and  many  came  to  believe  tria  Mid- 
dletown Springs  a  humbug.  They  are  o  b  l la- 
bug  but  exaggerated  statements  in  reg i  :o 
the  curative  properties  of  the  waters  aa  i  ...a 
cures  effected  by  them,  which  appear*  i  for  a 
time  in  the  public  prints,  damaged  their  rep- 
utation ratuor  than  btMiefitted  it,  SO  that 
in  public  estimation,  the  springs  have  nj:  :..a 
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eredit  they  deserve.  But  they  soon  will 
have.  There  is  real  merit  in  the  waters  and 
the  public  in  due  tune  will  come  to  proper- 
ly estimate  their  intrinsic  value,  without  an 
over  or  under  estimate,  without  doubt. 

Soon  after  June,  1S68,  other  mineral 
Springs  were  discovered  some  hundred  rods 
iroiu  those  discovered  by  A.  V¥,  Gray,  near 
the  foundry  owned  by  E.  W.  Gray.  Two 
companies  were  formed,  each  owning  and 
sending  away  water  from  the  two  groups  of 
springs.  In  the  fall  of  1869,  these  two  com- 
panies were  consolidated  under  one  company, 
called  the  Middletwon  Springs  Hotel  Compa- 
ny, and  were  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  Early  in  the  Spring 
of  1870,  the  company  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  large  hotel  near  the  springs,  but  so 
large  was  the  work  that  the  Hotel  was  not 
completed  until  well  on  in  the  Summer  of 
1871.  The  building,  including  basement  and 
attic,  is  5  stories  high  <  has  a  west  front  of 
140  feet  and  a  north  front  of  13d  feet,  mak- 
ing in  all  a  front  of  276  feet,  and  is  42  feet  in 
•width.  It  has  a  dining  room  of  65  by  41 
feet  with  17  feet  ceiling.  The  lady's  parior 
is  41  by  40  feet,  and  the  house  contains  137 
large  and  airy  rooms  for  guests.  The  halls 
throughout  are  8  feet  wide.  The  house  is 
well  furnished  and  the  furnishings  are  all 
new  and  selected  from  the  best  patterns. 
With  the  ample  accommodations  of  this  fine 
hotel,  together  with  the  spring  waters  and 
beautiful  surroundings,  it  now  seem3  quite 
probable  that  Middletown  is  destined  to  be  a 
favorite  resort  for  invalids  indeed  for  all 
who  desire  a  time  in  the  summer  season  for 
rest,  recuperation  or  pleasure. 

The  expense  of  building  and  furnishing 
the  house  was  large,  and  could  not  have  been 
less-  than  $100,000.  Large  expenditures 
have  also  been  made  in  fitting  up  the  grounds 
around  the  hoteL  The  affairs  of  the  compa- 
ny are  now  manage!  by  J.  J.  Joslin,  Wil- 
liam H.  Poor  and  Jonas  Clark  of  Poultney  . 
but  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  funds  required  for  build- 
ing the  hotel  and  fitting  the  grounds;  among 
whom  are  Messrs.  A.  W.  Gray  <k  Son,  E.  \V. 
Gray,  S  W.  South  worth  and  Lucius  Cope- 
land.  The  old  hotel  in  the  place  has  been 
enlarged  and  titted  up  for  keeping  boarders  ; 
and  Dexter  Adams  has  also  a  goo<i  boardiug- 
house  sufficient  to  accommodate  30  or  40. 

While  we  now  wriw>  the  town  is  enlivened 


by  the  presence  of  summer  visitors  from 
Washington,  New  York,  Boston  and  other 
places.  All  seem  to  enjoy  themselves  and  to 
be  highly  pleased  with  the  excellent  accom- 
modations furnished  here,  the  beautiful  scen- 
ery in  and  about  the  locality,  and  the  excel- 
lent opportunities  for  trout-fishings  hunting 
and  boating  in  the  vicinity. 

So  it  will  be  seen  that  since  mv  published 
history  was  completed  in  1867,  the  town  has 
become  a  place  of  summer  resort ;  and  I 
believe  there  is  no  town  lovelier  nor  more  at- 
tractive in  the  Green  Mountain  State  The 
material  interests  of  the  town  have  been  in- 
creased thereby,  and  the  sincere  wish  of  the 
writer  is  that  happiness  and  prosperity  may 
attend  the  citizens  from  this  onward. 

There  are  five  in  number  of  the  springs 
rediscovered  by  A.  W.  Gray ;  all  within  a 
few  feet  of  each  other,  and  no  two  are  alike 
in  their  mineral  ingredients.  For  all  erup- 
tive diseases  and  kidney  difficulties,  it  is  die 
opinion  of  the  writer  that  these  waters  are 
unsurpassed. 

In  the  spring  of  1872,  Jonathan  and  Mer- 
rit  At  water,  in  digging  on  their  farm  lying 
in  the  soutli  part  of  the  town,  discovered  a 
substance  very  much  resembling  copper  ore. 
What  it  will  prove  after  further  examinaH^n 
and  thorough  testing  no  one  can  say  at  pras- 
ent.  A  company  has  leased  the  premises,  and 
will  before  long  satisfy  themselves  and  the 
public  as  to  the  value  of  this  supposed  mine. 

Robert  R.  Woodward  was  elected  town  clerk 
in  March,  1868,  and  has  held  the  office  since. 

Homer,  H.  Southwick  represented  the 
town  in  the  years  1S63  and  1869,  and  Ros- 
.vell  Buel  was  elected  representative  in  IS 70, 
tor  two  years. 

Hojt.  Barnes  Frisbie,  son  of  Zenas  Fris- 
bie,  and  a  native  of  Middletown,  is  now  en- 
gaged with  Dea.  Joslin,  of  Poultney,  in  com- 
pleting the  extensive  history  of  Poultney, 
by  Henry  Clark,  Sec.  of  Vt.  State  Historical 
Society,  also  a  native  of  Middletown.  The 
whole  of  which  is  to  be  published  in  one  large 
volume,  separately,  and  Mr.  Clark  furnishes 
a  large  digest  of  the  same  for  this  work. 
Mr.  Frisbie  resided  at  Middletown  till  eleven 
years  since,  when  he  removed  to  Poultney, 
where  he  at  present  resides.  He  is  59  yean 
of  age,  married  in  1814,  and  h.is  4  children 
living,  lie  studied  law  with  C.  B.  Harring- 
ton, commenced  practice  in  Brandon,  Vt., 
.wis  created  side  judge  in  1S53. 
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MOUNT  HOLLY 

BY  DR.  JOHN  CROWLEY. 

Was  not  one  of  the  original  townships.  In  sur- 
veying- the  towns  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  there  was  left  between  Lud- 
low, on  the  east,  and  Wallingford,  on  the  west, 
a  gore  of  land  called  Jackson's  Gore — taking 
its  name  from  Abram  Jackson,  one  of  the  origi- 
nal proprietors,  and  an  early  settler  on  the  Gore. 

The  first  settlement  on  thi3  tract  was  begun 
by  Abram  Jackson,  Stephen,  Ichabod  G.  and 
Chauncy  Clark  of  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1782. 
The  following  year  they  were  joined  by  Jacob 
Wilcox  and  Benjamin  G.  Dawley,  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  soon  after  by  Jonah,  Amos  and  Eb- 
enezer  Ives,  ?lso  from  Connecticut;  others  from 
year  to  year  came  in,  and  the  population  grad- 
ually and  steadily  increased. 

In  1792  the  present  town  of  Mt.  Holly  was 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  at  the  October 
session  of  that  year,  holden  at  Rutland.  The 
town,  as  incorporated,  was  made  up  by  adding 
to  Jackson's  Gore,  on  the  east,  all  that  portion 
of  the  towu  of  Ludlow  lying  west  of  the  high- 
est ridge  of  what  is  called  Ludlow  Mountain, 
and  on  the  west,  one  mile  in  width,  or  two  tiers 
of  lots  from  the  east  side  of  the  town  of  Wal- 
lingford. This  constitutes  the  present  town  of 
Mt.  Holly,  which,  in  point  of  territory  or  size, 
ranks  among  the  larger  towns  of  the  State. 

The  first  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  town 
which  was  formerly  Ludlow  were  Joseph  Green, 
Nathaniel  Pingrey.  Abram  Crowley,  David  Bent 
and  Silas  Proctor,  who  emigrated  thither  about 
the  year  17SG — some  three  years  subsequent  to 
the  first  settlement  on  the  Gore,  by  the  Clarks, 
Jack -on  and  others.  They  were  soon  after  join- 
ed by  John  and  Jonas  Hadley,  Joseph  and  Jon- 
athan Pingrey,  Richard  Lawrence  and  Samuel 
Cook.  These  two  settlements,  though  only 
some  three  miles  apart,  were  for  some  time  ig- 
norant of  their  proximity  to  each  other — those 
on  the  west  side,  or  "  the  Gore,''  supposed  the 
settlement  near-  st  them  was  in  the  valley  of 
Otter  Creek,  while  those  on  the  east  side 
thought  their  nearest  neighbors  were  on  Black 
River,  in  Ludlow.  They  were  separated  by  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  with  not  even  a  "  blazed" 
foot-path  between  them— each  having  reached 
their  settlement  from  opposite  directions.  They 
are  said  ro  have  discovered  each  other  in  the 
following  manner : 

Some  of  the  settlers  on  the  east  side  started 
out  on  Sunday  morning  to  look  (or  stray  cattle: 
after  traveling  westward  some  two  miles,  they 


were  about  to  take  another  direction,  when  they 
were  surprised  by  hearing  the  barking  of  a  dog 
still  farther  west.  They  followed  the  sound, 
and  soon  came  to  the  log-cabin  of  Ichabod  G. 
Clark,  -which  stood  some  40  rods  north-westerly 
from  the  spot  where  the  Mt.  Holly  R.  R.  De- 
pot now  stands.  At  this  cabin  the  peoj>le  of 
the  "  Gore1'  were  on  that  day  assembled  for  re- 
ligious worship.  The  surprize  of  each  party 
j  was  equalh  donly  by  their  gratification  at  find- 
ing neighbors  so  near.  They  at  once  set  about 
providing  means  of  intercommunication  by 
marked  trees,  and  subsequently  by  primitive 
roads  ;  and  the  acquaintance  thus  begun  soon 
ripened  into  friendship  and  constant  intercourse, 
and  resulted  in  the  union  of  the  two  settle- 
ments in  one  town,  as  above  described. 

The  town  was  organized  under  the  act  of  in- 
corporation, at  a  meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose Xov.  19,  1792.  Abram  Jackson  was  chos- 
en moderator.  Stephen  Clark,  town  clerk,  and 
Abram  Jackson,  Stephen  Clark  and  Silas  Proc- 
tor, selectmen. 

Mt.  Holly  lies  on  the  eastern  border  of 
Rutland  county,  bounded  N.  by  Shrewsbury 
and  Plymouth,  E.  by  Ludlow,  S.  by  Weston, 
and  W.  by  Wallingford  and  Mt.  Tabor.  It  lies 
in  a  sort  of  shallow  basin,  or  depression  in  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  in  the  old  days  of  stage- 
coaches and  loaded  teams,  afforded,  probably, 
the  best  place  for  crossing  the  Mountain,  south 
of  Montpelier.  The  old  stage  route  from  Bur- 
lington, via  Rutland,  to  Boston,  passed  through 
this  town. 

The  land  was  originally  covered  with  a  heavy 
growth  of  timber,  consisting  of  sugar  maple, 
beech,  birch,  spruce  and  hemlock,  mainly,  with 
a  less  amount  of  fir,  basswood,  black  and  white 
ash,  wild  cherry  and  poplar. 

Since  the  building  of  the  railroad  through 
the  town,  wood  and  lumber  have  been  important 
items  of  traffic,  and  the  remark  is  often  made 
by  farmers,  that  if  their  farms  were  now  in  their 
primitive  condition,  with  the  timber  all  stand- 
ing, they  would  be  worth  more  than  they  now 
are,  with  all  the  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true. 

The  hardy  pioneers,  while  felling  the  hi  ige  trees, 
and  laboring  day  and  night  to  pile  and  burn 
them,  little  thought  that  the  time  would  come 
when  the  timber,  which  it  cost  them  so  much 
toil  and  labor  to  get  rid  of,  would,  if  atai 
be  worth  more  than  their  farms,  with  all  the 
improvements  of  throe  fourths  of  a  century; 
and  yet  such  is  the  fact. 

The  rock  is  mostly  Green  Mountain  gneiss. 
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In  the  extreme  south  part  of  the  town  lime- 
stone is  found,  from  which  very  good  lime  was 
formerly  made  in  considerable  quantities  :  but 
its  manufacture  is  now  abandoned ;  as,  in  these 
days  of  railroad  transportation,  better  aud 
cheaper  lime  can  be  obtained  elsewhere. 

The  soil  is  mostly  a  strong,  somewhat  heavy 
loam — in  some  parts  of  the  town,  especially 
along  the  valley  of  Mill  River — considerably 
mixed  with  sand.  Clay-beds  are  found  in  sev- 
eral localites,  suitable  for  making  brick.  Many 
years  ago  there  was  a  brick-yard  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  Mt.  Holly  R.  R.  Depot,  where 
excelleut  brick  were  made  m  quantity  sufficient 
to  supply  this  and  some  of  the  neighboring 
towns,  which  was  no  small  amount  in  those 
days  when  every  house  must  have  in  its  cen- 
tre a  huge  chimney,  requiring  for  its  construc- 
tion from  five  to  twelve  thousand  brick.  They 
were  never  much  used  here  for  building  pur- 
poses, there  being  but  six  brick  houses  in  town 
— all  of  them  built  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago. 

The  town  is  well  watered  by  small  streams, 
and  numerous  springs  gush  from  the  hill-sides. 
Mill  River  is  the  only  considerable  stream.  It 
rises  in  the  extreme  southwest  part  of  the  town, 
and,  running  in  a  northerly -direction,  crosses  a 
corner  of  Wallingford,  through  Shrewsbury  in- 
to Clarendon,  where  it  empties  into  Otter  Creek. 

All  the  smaller  streams  on  the  western  slope 
of  the  town  empty  into  Mill  River;  while 
those  on  the  eastern  slope  find  their  way  to 
Black  River,  and  are  discharged  into  the  Con- 
necticut. 

The  soil  is  much  better  adapted  to  grass  than 
grain,  and  but  little  of  the  latter  is  raised.  Mt. 
Holly  is  emphatically  a  grazing  town.  There 
is  probably  not  a  farmer  here  who  attempts  to 
produce  his  own  breadstuffs.  He  finds  it  more 
profitable  to  keep  his  land  in  grass,  and  devote 
his  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  or  the 
manufacture  of  butter  and  cheese— dependi ng 
on  the  grain-growing  States  of  the  West  for  his 
corn  and  flour.  A  large  quantity  of  oats  is  rais- 
ed here,  which  are  mostly  consumed  by  farmers 
themselves. 

The  only  article  raised  for  exportation  is  po- 
tatoes. Since  the  building  of  the  Railroad  the 
farmers  havo  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
the  production  of  that  crop,  and  thousands  of 
bushels  are  anuually  shipped  by  rail  to  Boston 
and  other  markets.  Putatoes,  beef,  pork,  but- 
ter, cheese,  lumber  and  live  stock  are  the  chief 
articles  of  export. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  uneven  and  bill v, 


though  less  so  than  most  of  the  mountain 
towns.  In  fact  there  are  probably  few  towns 
of  its  size  in  the  State,  which  have  a  less  am- 
ount of  actually  waste  land.  There  are  uo  large 
swamps — no  rugged  ledges,  and  no  abrupt,  in- 
accessible mountains.  There  are  plenty  of  hills, 
but  they  afford  good*  pasturage  for  sheep  and 
cattle,  even  to  their  very  summits. 

The  Rutland  Railroad  runs  through  a  sort  of 
gorge  or  ravine,  and  the  traveler  who  passes 

j  through  by  rail  sees  the  poorest  part  of  the 
town,  and  often  makes  taunting  remarks  about 
the  country,  and  a  people  who  can  obtain  a 
livelihood  in  such  a  sterile  region  ;  but  let  him 
travel  a  mile  or  two  in  either  direction  from  the 
line  of  the  Railroad,  and  the  substantial  farm- 
houses, commodious  barns,  and  general  signs 
of  thrift  will  essentially  modify  his  opinion  of 
the  character  of  the  town,  and  of  its  inhabit- 
ants. Professor  Hagar,  in  his  report  on  the  Ge- 
ology of  the  State,  says:  "The  tourist  who 
thinks  Mt.  Holly  is  a  poor  town  is  mistaken  ; 
for  there  are  few  towns  in  the  State  which  pro- 
duce more  cattle,  sheep,  beef,  pork,  butter  and 
cheese,  or  have  a  larger  number  of  wealthy 

j  farmers." 

I  There  is  no  considerable  village  irx  the  town, 
but  there  are  several  little  settlements  which 

I  are  dignified  by  the  title  ,l  ville,"  as  :  Mechan- 
icsville,  Bowl  ville,  Tarbellsville,  Hortonville, 
Healdville,  &c.  Mechanicsville  is  the  largest, 
containing  a  church,  a  store,  a  tannery,  a  mill 
for  cutting  chair-stock,  a  blacksmith  and  wheel- 
wright shop,  and  about  25  dwelling-houses. — 
Here,  also,  is  the  establisment  of  P.  E.  Chase, 
for  the  manufacturing  of  children's  carts,  cabs 
and  wheelbarrows,  employing  about  25  hands. 
The  machinery  is  run  partly  by  steam  and  part- 
ly by  water  power,  turning  out  a  large  amount 
of  wares  which  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

About  one  mile  wrest  of  Mechanicsville  is 
Tarbellsville,  where  is  located  the  extensive 
rake-factory  of  Marshall  Tarbell,  which  manu- 
factures more  rakes,  probably,  than  any  other 
establishment  in  New  England.  Here  is  also  a 
sawmill  doing  a  large  amount  of  business — con- 
nected with  which  is  machinery  for  cutting 
clapboards,  laths,  chair-stock — and  also  for  turn- 
ing fork,  hoe  and  broom-handles.  There  is  also 
hero  a  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  daguerriau 
saloon,  and  about  a  dozen  dwelling-houses. 

Within  about  a  mile  south  of  this  place, 
which  is  on  Mill  River,  are  two  other  sawmills, 
each  doing  a  large  business — also  a  shop  for  the 
manufacture  of  bulter-tii  kins.    Below  are  also 
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three  sawmills  on  Mill  River  and  its  tributaries, 
two  of  -which,  have  machinery  for  cutting  chair- 
etoek. 

Bowlville  is  a  small  settlement  in  the  west 
part  of  the  town,  and  takes  its  name  from  be- 
ing the  locatian  of  a  factory  for  turning  wooden 
bowls,  and  the  manufacture  of  other  articles  of 
wooden  ware — as  wash-boards,  clothes-pins, 
mop-sticks,  &c,  &c 

In  the  north  part  of  the  town,  about  1  mile 
from  the  north  church,  and  1 -J-  miles  from  the 
R.  R.  station,  are  the  steam-mills  of  Deacon 
Warren  Horton,  embracing  a  sawmill,  a  grist- 
mill, a  planing-mill,  and  machinery  for  cutting 
chair-stock,  turning,  &c.  These  mills  turn  out 
a  vast  amount  of  lumber  annually. 

Until  recently  there  was  a  steam-mill  at 
Healdville,  owned  by  W.  B.  &  J.  P.  Hoskisou, 
which  did  a  large  business  in  square  timber  and 
other  lumber.  This  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  June,  1872,  and  has  not  beeu  rebuilt. 

The  first  grist-mill  in  town  was  built  by  Je- 
thro  Jackson,  about  the  year  1802,  and  was 
located  at  Bowlville.  A  few  years  later  anoth- 
er was  built  at  Mechanicsville  by  Abram  Jack- 
son— and  still  later,  another  was  built  by  Capt. 
Joseph  Grten,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town, 
near  Healdville.  None  of  them  are  now  in 
existence. 

There  was  formerly  a  carding-machine  and 
cloth -dressing  establishment  at  the  north  part 
of  the  towu,  and  also  at  Mechanicsville — both 
of  which  have  long  since  been  abandoned. 

EDUCATION. 

The  town  is  divided  into  12  school  districts, 
in  which  schools  are  kr  ,  i  6  to  8  months 
during  the  year.  The  ,  on  schools  in  Mt. 
Holly  have  always,  at  it,  averaged  with 
those  of  other  towns  in  the  State,  and  of  late 
the  people  seem  to  feel  a  greater  interest  in  the 
promotion  of  popular  education.  Several  new 
and  commodious  school -houses  have  been  built 
within  the  last  few  years,  and  others  are  in  con- 
templation. More  care  is  taken  to  secure  good 
teachers,  and  the  people  generally  seem  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  good 
and  efficient  common  schools. 

The  highways  in  town  are  generally  kept  in 
good  repair.  There  is  probably  no  mountain 
town  in  the  State  which  can  boast  of  better 
roads  than  Mt.  Holly  ;  and  perhaps  no  town  of 
its  size  has  a  greater  number  of  miles  of  high- 
way, or  more  expensive  roads  to  keep  in  repair. 
The  soil  is  stony,  and  the  hills  liable  to  be 
washed  by  the  frequent  mountain  showers  ;  yet 


the  enterprise  of  the  people  keeps  the  roads 
generally  in  good  repair. 

Nathaniel  Pingrey  drove  the  first  wheel -car- 
riage that  ever  passed  through  "  Ludlow  Gap," 
and  he  lived  long  enough  to  ride  over  the  same 
ground  in  a  railroad  car. 

RELIGIOUS. 

The  first  resident  clergyman  in  town  was  the 
Rev.  Silas  L.  Bingham,  Congregationalism  The 
exact  date  of  his  settlement  here  is  not  known  ; 
but  it  is  known  that  he  resided  here  some  few 
years  previous  to  1805.  During  that  year  he 
removed  to  New  Haven,  Vt.,  where  it  is  be- 
lieved he  resided  till  his  death. 

At  that  dale  there  was  a  small  congregation- 
alist  church  in  town,  but  it  never  had  a  settled 
minister  after  Mr.  Bingham  left.  They,  howev- 
er, kept  up  their  organization,  with  occasional 
preaching  by  clergymen  from  neighboring 
towns,  until  about  the  year  1856,  when  its 
membership  had  become  so  reduced  by  death 
and  removals,  that  it  was  disbanded.  Its  mem- 
bers were  always  few  ;  yet  from  time  to  time 
it  included  some  of  our  best  citizens.  The 
names  of  Dea.  Asa  White,  Dea.  Dan  Peck  and 
Dea.  Benjamin  Parker  will  long  be  remember- 
ed as  worthy  men  and  exemplary  Christians. 

The  Baptist  church  was  organized  Sept.  6, 
1804.  Up  to  that  date  those  of  that  faith  and 
order  residing  in  Mt.  Holly  had  belonged  to  the 
church  in  "Wallingford,  but  had  petitioned  to 
be  dismissed,  that  they  might  *brm  a  separate 
and  distinct  church. 

The  church  in  Wallingford  voted  their  as- 
sent, and  a  council  was  called  to  meet  on  the 
aforesaid  day.  for  the  purposes  contemplated 
in  said  petition.  The  council  met  on  said  day, 
and  was  organized  by  choosing  Elder  William 
Harrington  of  Clarendon,  moderator,  and  Eider 
Sylvester  Haynes  of  Middletown,  clerk;  and 
after  due  investigation  and  deliberation,  decided 
to  form  the  petitioners  into  a  separate  church, 
to  be  known  and  fellowshipped  as  The  Baptist 
church  in  Mt.  Holly;  and  the  petitioners  were 
thereupon  dismissed  from  the  church  in  Wal- 
lingford. 

The  Mt.  Holly  church  on  the  same  day  organ- 
ized by  choosing  Bro.  Edmund  Bryant,  moder- 
ator, and  Bro.  Simeon  Diekerman,  church  clerk. 
It  numbered  at  the  start  about  30  members, 
12  of  whom  were  males.  On  the  same  day 
they 

Agreed  to  have  their  church  meetings  the 
second  Saturday  Of  every  mouth."  '  At  a 
church  meeting  at  Capt.  Kinney's  house,  Oct. 
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10,  1S0L  church  voted  to  pay  thirty  dollars  to 
Levi  Clark  For  Bro.  Cyrus  Andrus,  as  reward 
for  gospel  labors. 

14  Nov.  12,  1805,  Ch'h  met.  1st,  voted  to 
give  Bro.  Cyrus  Andras  thirty  dollars  for  gos- 
pel labors  the  season  past.  2d,  voted  that  if 
Brother  C.  Andrus  can  be  obtained  to  preach 
with  us  half  the  time  for  six  months  more,  we 
will  give  him  twenty  dollars." 

The  foregoing  extracts  contain  all  that  ap-  | 
pears  on  the  records  concerning  stated  preach- 
ing, previous  to  1811;  though  the  names  of 
Elders  Harrington,  Carpenter,  Haynes,  McCol- 
lough,  Green  and  Kendall,  from  time  to  time, 
appear  as  being  present  and  administering  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  j 
These,  it  seems,  were  the  ministers  of  neighbor- 
ing churches. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Andrus  seems  to  have  been  the 
only  resident  minister  here  at  that  early  day  : 
but  how  long  he  remained,  and  what  share  of 
the  time  he  preached  for  the  church,  the  records 
do  not  show. 

"Nov.  21,  1S05.  Church  met  and. proceed- 
ed— ist.  Chose  Bro.  Edmund  Bryant  Deacon 
of  this  church. 

'•  2d.  Chose  Brethren  Goodyear  Clark  and 
Lyman  Dick -rman  to  view  the  affairs  of  the 
Ch'h.  and  advise  with  the  Deacon  respecting 
any  matters  to  be  attended  to." 

At  that  day  the  country  was  new,  the  roads 
bad,  and  the  members  scattered  all  over  the 
town ;  yet  it  appears  by  the  records,  that  the 
church  meetings  were  regularly  kept  up,  and 
generally  well  attended. 

"  At  a  Ch'h  meeting  Nov.  12,  1805— 2d.  Tot- 
ed to  build  an  addition  to  Bro.  Jacob  White's 
dw^'ing,  tor  the  purpose  of  holding  our  meet- 
ings .acre." 

:r  Daniel  Packer  was  the  first  minister 
d  a  permanent  connection  with  the 
1  pastor.    His  name  first  appears  on 
s  at  a  church  meeting  held  May  16? 
»11       .  *'  2d,  Voted  to  dismiss  Bro. 

.,.  derator.  3d.  Chose  Bro. 
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1812,  the  church  met  and  opened 


the  meeting  by  "prayer.  1st.  Toted  to  give 
brother  Packer  a  call  to  settle  with  us.  2nd. 
Toted  that  Mr.  Packer  be  ordained  as  an  Evan- 
gelist ;"  and  then  proceeded  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  ordination. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  action  of  tho 
church  the  Rev.  Daniel  Packer  was  ordained 
on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1812,  by  an  ecclesiast- 
ical council,  of  which  the  Rev.  Aaron  Leland 
of  Chester  was  moderator,  and  Rev.  Jonathan 
Going  of  Cavendish  clerk.  The  church  was  at 
this  time  enjoying  a  season  of  revival,  during 
whicli  some  thirty-five  were  added  to  its  num- 
bers ;  and  from  this  time  forth,  for  many  years, 
a  success  almost  unparalleled  seemed  to  attend 
the  labors  of  Elder  Packer.  Hardly  a  regular 
church -meeting  passed  without  more  or  less  be- 
ing added  to  tne  church. 

During  the  administration  of  Elder  Packer 
the  church  continued  to  increase,  till,  from  its 
original  30  members,  it  became  one  of  the  larg- 
est, if  not  the  large>t  church  of  any  denomina- 
tion in  Termont,  In  18-42,  as  appears  by  the 
record,  the  church  numbered  46G  members ; 
and  this,  too,  after  42  members  had  been  dis- 
missed, in  1830,  to  form  a  new  church  at  E. 
Walling  ford,  and  about  the  same  numbbr  to  form 
churches  in  the  adjoining  towns  of  Plymouth 
and  Shrewsbury,  in  1333. 

Several  powerful  revivals  have  occurred  ;  the 
most  remarkable  of  which  were  in  the  years 
LSI 7,  lo-d  and  lb32.  During  that  of  1826 
nearly  100  persons  united  with  the  Baptist 
church — many  of  them  heads  of  families  and 
prominent  men  in  town. 

Elder  Packer  closed  his  labors  with  the  church 
as  pastor.  Jan.  1,  1846,  and  the  following  Juno 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Joshua  Clement,  who 
remained  about  one  year.  During  his  admin- 
istration difficulties  and  divisions  sprung  up, 
which  resulted  in  calling  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cil, by  whose  advice  ho  was  dismissed  in  July, 
1847.  He,  however,  remained  with  the  church, 
aud  preached  most  of  the  time,  till  near  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Rev.  Ariel  Kendrick  supplied  the  pulpit  from 
January  to  July,  1S48,  when  Rev.  Richard  M. 
Ely  became  pastor,  and  continued  such  till  Ju- 
ly. 1852,  when  be  was  dismissed  at  his  own  re- 
quest, aud  removed  to  Cavendish,  and  became 
pastor  of  the  church  in  that  place. 

Rev.  Winthrop  Morse  preached  for  tho  church, 
tho  balance  of  the  year.  Rev.  Sanfbrd  Grustin 
was  the  next  minist  r.  lie  began  his  labors 
in  March,  1S53;  continued  to  preach  till  tho 
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close  of  the  year  '5-4.  The  church  was  without 
a  pastor  for  about  7  months,  but  was  supplied 
in  part  by  Rev.  David  Burroughs  and  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Cud  worth. 

In  October,  1855,  Rev.  Charles  Coon  became 
pastor,  and  remained  till  January,  '59,  when  he 
left  and  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lon- 
donderry, Vt.  Rev.  T.  FT.  Archibald  united  with 
and  became  pastor  of  the  church  April  9,  1859, 
and  remained  till  March,  '66,  when  he  left  to 
take  charge  of  the  church  in  Bristol,  Vt.,  where 
he  still  remains.  (1S71.) 

Rev.  Stephen  Pilsbury  became  pastor  of  the 
church  in  May,  1866,  and  remained  till  August, 
'69,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which 
was  accepted,  and  he  left  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  Newton  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  During  the  balance  of  the 
year  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  G.  W. 
Gates  and  Rev.  A.  McLaughlin.  Rev.  Silas  F. 
Deane  began  his  labors  as  pastor  of  the  church 
in  May,  1870,  and  is  the  present  pastor.  (No- 
vember, 1871.) 

For  the  last  25  years  the  number  of  members 
has  been  gradually  diminishing.  Its  losses  by 
death  and  removals,  &c,  have  far  exceeded  its 
gain  by  additions.  The  present  number  is  less 
than  200. 

Edmund  Bryant,  Ichabod  G.  Clark,  Martin 
Cole,  Isaac  Dickerman,  Harvey  White,  John  C. 
Eddy,  Jacob  Pingrey,  (all  deceased)  Alva  Hor- 
ton.  Warren  Horton,  Harvey  Livingston  and 
David  P.  Gibson  have  officiated  as  deacons. 
Simeon  Dickerman  was  the  first  clerk,  and  of- 
ficiated till  1828— Daniel  Packer  from  1828  to 
'46 — Jacob  Pingree  from  '46  to  his  death  in  '64 
— Merritt  H.  Dickerman  from  '64  to  '68— David 
P.  Gibson  from  '68  to  the  present  time.  (Nov., 
1871.) 

METHODISTS. 

No  record  can  be  found  which  gives  the  ex- 
act date  when  Methodism  was  fir.-t  introduced 
here.  It  was  probably  between  1805  and  1S10. 
The  first  male  members  were  John  Chandler, 
Clark  Haven^Williana  Poland,  Joseph  Kinne 
and  others.  For  many  years  they  had  circuit 
preaching,  only  on  week  days — generally  on 
Thursday  of  each  alternate  week.  Religious 
services  were,  however,  generally  holden  on 
the  Sabbath,  with  occasional  preaching  by  Jer- 
emiah Clark,  resident  local  preacher,  and  others. 
About  1824  the  circuit  preachers  began  to 
preach  hero  on  the  Sabbath,  ami  have  continu- 
ed to  do  so  ever  since,  on  each  alternate  Sab- 
bath.   The  first  circuit  preacher  of  whom  the 


writer  can  obtain  any  account  was  Rev.  John 
Whitehorn:  and,  from  time  to  time  since,  the 
church  has  been  favored  with  the  labors  of 
many  able  and  talented  preachers,  among  whom 
may  be  named  such  men  as  John  B.  Stratton, 
Buel  Goodsell,  Tobias  Spicer,  Cyrus  Prindle, 
John  M.  Weaver,  Joshua  and  David  Poor,  John 
Alley,  C.  B.  Morris,  Ira  Bentley,  J.  F.  Cham- 
berlain.. Hubbard  Eastman,  and  many  others. 

At  present  this  town  and  Cuttiugsville  con- 
stitute a  station  with  one  preacher,  who  preach- 
es at  the  two  places  alternately.  The  society 
here  has  never  been  large  in  numbers,  but  it  has 
always  maintained  a  healthy  organization,  and 
been  strong  in  the  character  of  its  membership. 
The  present  preacher  in  charge  is  the  Rev.  Jo- 
seph Enright 

QUAKERS. 

Many  years  ago  there  was  a  small  society  of 
Friends,  or  Quakers,  in  town,  having  a  small 
house  of  worship  at  Mechanicsville,  where  tbey 
held  meetings  semi-weekh  for  about  20  years. 
It  embraced  some  eight  or  ten  families,  but  the 
children  generally  repudiated  their  birth-right 
membership,  and  not  receiving  any  additions 
from  without,  the  society  became  extinct  by  the 
death  and  removal  of  its  members,  and  in  1825 
their  meetinghouse  was  converted  into  a  dwell- 
ing-house. 

SECOND  ADVENTISTS. 

There  was  a  small  church  of  this  order  organ- 
ized here  about  the  year  1851.  They  have  a 
small  meeting-house,  or  chapel,  at  Bowlsville, 
in  which  they  hold  religious  worship,  generally, 
once  in  two  weeks.  Their  preacher  has  been, 
for  most  of  the  time,  Rev.  David  Boswcrth. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  Dow  and  Bundy  have  each 
preached  for  a  short  time.  At  present  they 
have  no  stated  preaching. 

MEETING-HOUSES. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  built  in  1S15, 
by  the  Baptist  church.  Ic  was  an  old  fashioned 
two-story  house,  without  steeple — with  square 
pews  and  spacious  gallery — a  tall  pulpit,  with 
a  huge  4i  sounding-board"  suspended  over  it 
was  well  finished  and  painted,  and  altogether 
(for  that  day)  a  very  respectable  meeting  house* 
It  was  occupied  till  1851,  when  it  v\;is  torn 
down  and  replaced  by  a  neat  and  tasteful  house 
of  modern  style,  furnished  with  a  steeple  ar.d 
bell. 

|  In  1820  a  meeting-house  wa9  built  at  Meohnn- 
icsville,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  It  w.ih 
a  union  house,  built  by  the  Baptists,  Methodists, 
Congregationalists  and  Universale  is — Uh&  Bap- 
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tista  owning  about  one  half.  It  was  a  large 
house,  with  tower  and  spire,  but  built  in  the 
theu  prevailing  style,  with  square  pews,  and  a 
gallery  on  three  sides  In  its  day  it  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest  churches  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

After  it  was  finished  the  Baptist  meetings 
•were  held  alternately  at  this  and  the  north 
church,  and  continue  to  be  so  held  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  This  meeting-house  was  torn  down 
in  1850,  and  replaced  with  a  more  modern  struc- 
ture, which  is  also  furnished  with  a  bell. 

The  Adventists,  as  stated,  have  a  house  at 
Bowlville,  built  in  1854. 

The  following  clergymen  have  entered  the 
ministry  from  this  town,  viz :  Cyrus  Andrus. 
"William  Grant,  Jared  Doolittle,  Larkin  B.  Cole, 
Harvey  Crowley,  Joseph  H.  Crowley,  Baptists: 
Jeremiah  Clark,  Homer  Clark,  Jerial  Andrews. 
"William  Earl  and  "William  A.  Eryaut,  Meth- 
odists ;  and  Royal  T.  Sawyer,  Universalist. 
PHYSICIANS. 

The  first  physician  who  settled  in  town  was 
Dr.  Oliver  Gurnsey.  He  was  bom  in  "Wind- 
ham cuunty,  and  came  to  Mt.  Holly  in  1798. 
He  was  a  man  of  good  judgment,  quick  percep 
tion,  and,  for  a  student  of  those  days,  well 
versed  in  the  science  of  his  profession.  He 
seemed  to  possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  those 
peculiar  qualities  which  qualify  a  man  to  be- 
come  a  successful  physician.  He  at  once  en- 1 
tered  into  practice,  and  soon  secured  a  good  ride  j 
iu  this  and  the  adjoining  towns.  He  was  unu- 
sually successful  in  the  treatment  of  the  epi- 
demic of  1813,  known  as  the  "spotted  fever;" 
and  during  its  prevalence  had  patients  in  all  I 
the  neighboring  towns.  He  was  the  contempo- 
rary of  such  physicians  as  Dr.  Ezekiel  Porter 
of  Rutland,  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw  of  Casileton,  Dr. 
Hamilton  of  "Wallingford,  and  Drs.  Asaph 
Fletcher  and  Isaiah  Parker  of  Cavendish  ;  and 
as  a  physician  was  considered  second  to  none 
of  them.  As  a  surgeon  he  never  attained  to 
eminence,  Dot  having  devoted  any  great  atten- 
tion to  that  branch  of  his  profession.  He  at 
one  time  bid  fair  to  become  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  in  the  county  ;  but  unfortunately  he 
became  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance, 
which  destroyed  his  usefulness,  and  no  doubt 
(shortened  his  life.  He  remov  ed  from  this  town 
in  1833,  and  went  to  live  with  his  son  Dr.  L. 
"W.  Gurnsey.  in  Shrewsbury  ;  and  subsquontly, 
to  another  son's  (Dr.  Oliver  Gurnsey,  Jr..)  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  where  ho  died  in 
1838,  aged  about  62. 


Dr.  Sylvester  Grinnel  settled  in  town  in 
181C,  and  practiced  here  about  20  years,  doing 
a  fair  business  most  of  the  time.  He  did  not 
seem,  however,  to  be  very  much  attached  to 
his  profession,  and  always  devoted  a  portion  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  farming  and  other  pur- 
suits. He  was  an  honest  man  and  a  useful 
citizen.  He  left  town  in  1836,  and  removed  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  for  several  years,  and  afterward 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  in  1859. 

Dr.  Alvin  McAllister  located  at  Mechan- 
icsville  in  1821.  He  was  a  brilliant  scholar, 
and  well  versed  in  the  literature  of  his  profes- 
sion, but  seemed  to  fail  in  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  his  knowledge,  for  want  of  sound,  dis- 
criminating judgment.  He  was,  also,  essential- 
ly lackng  in  some  of  those  moral  traits  of  char- 
acter necessary  to  secure  public  confidence.  He 
staid  in  town  till  1824,  when  he  removed  to 
Queensbury,  N,  T.,  from  whence,  in  1828,  he 
removed  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  thence,  a  few 
years  later,  to  parts  unknown, 

Dr.  Lowell  "W.  Gurnsey,  son  of  Dr.  Oliver 
Gurnsey,  settled  at  Mechanicsville  in  1825,  and 
remained  a  little  over  two  years,  having  a  fair 
practice  for  a  young  physician.  He  removed 
to  the  adjoining  town  of  Shrewsbury  in  1827, 
and  became  a  successful  practitioner.  He  died 
in  Shrewsbury  in  June,  1861,  at  the  age  of  61. 

Dr.  John  Crowlett  first  offered  his  profes- 
sional services  to  the  people  of  Mt.  Holly  in  the 
fall  of  1828.  At  first  his  practice  was  very 
limited,  there  being  then  two  other  physicians 
in  town,  viz.,  Drs.  0.  Gurnsey  and  Grinnel, — 
and  being  a  native  of  the  town,  his  early  ex- 
perience afforded  a  practical  illustration  of  the 
proverb,  "  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor,"  &.C. 
For  two  or  three  years  his  professional  income 
was  hardly  sufficient  to  meet  his  current  ex- 
penses. The  two  first  winters  he  taught  the 
village  school,  and  visited  his  patients,  [when 
he  had  any)  in  the  evening.  In  summer  he  oc- 
casionally worked  a  day  for  the  farmers,  in 
haying  time,  to  obtain  the  means  to  meet  his 
necessities,  while  waiting  "for  something  to 
turn  up."  However,  having  in  his  nature  a 
goodly  degree  of  hold-ou-ativeness,  he  remained 
at  his  pnst,,  and  his  practice  gradually  increased, 
and  in  time  ho  secured  a  comfortably  remuner- 
ative practice.  Sine.'  the  removal  of  Dr.  Grin- 
nel in  1836,  ho  has  been  for  most  of  the  lime, 
and  is  at.  present,  (1871),  the  only  physician  iu 
town. 

Dr.  Nelson  Cofitras  located  at  Mechrmics- 
ville  in  1833,  and  remained  some  two  years, 
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■when,  Dot  meeting  with  satisfactory  success,  he 
left  the  town  and  settled  in  Mario w,  N.  H., 
where  he  remained  some  ten  years  ;  when  he 
removed  to  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
still  resides.  (1871.) 

Dr.  Merritt  C.  Edmunds  settled  at  Mechan- 
icsville  in  December,  1858,  and  remained  nearly 
four  years.  lie  was  gradually  gaining  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and,  had  he  remained,  he 
would  doubtless  have  secured  a  fair  share  of 
practice.  Thinking,  however,  that  a  more 
promising  field  presented  itself  in  the  neighbor- 
ing town  of  Weston,  he  removed  there  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  where  he  still  resides,  in  success- 
ful practice. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who, 
from  time  to  time,  have  entered  the  medical 
profession  from  this  town,  viz. :  Russell  Clark, 
Miles  Clark,  Daniel  White,  Darius  Shaw,  Wm. 
Gile,  Winthrop  Chandler,  Hosea  Wheeler, 
Lowell  W.  Gurnsey,  Larkin  B.  Cole,  John 
Crowley,  Seneca  Wing,  Oliver  Gurnsey,  Jr., 
Jesse  A.  Crowley,  Jesse  P.  Bixby,  John  L. 
Eddy,  Alonzo  E.  Horton,  Armetus  B.  Bixby, 
George  J.  Crowley,  Samuel  J.  Martin,  Alden  Y. 
Marshall. 

LAWYERS. 

The  only  Lawyer  who  ever  resided  in  town 
was  Ira  V.  Randall.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
town,  and  stayed  here  about  three  years  after 
his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1850.  He  is  now  a 
practicing  attorney  of  considerable  note  in  De- 
kalb, Illinois. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Stephen  Clark  was  town  clerk  in  1792,  '93, 
'98,  '99  and  1800  :  Simeon  Dickerman  in  1794, 
'95  and '96;  David  Bent.  1797;  John  Crowley 
in  1801  to  1811;  John  Shaw  in  1S05;  Stephen 
Tucker  in  1811  to  '14  ;  Daniel  Packer  from  1815 
to  '46;  Abijah  Cole  from  1846  to  '65;  Hiram 
Dickerman  from  1865  to  '71;  Aaron  W.  Cook 
in  1871. 

TOWN  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Abram  Jackson  1793,  '94  and  '98  ;  Stephen 
Clark  1795,  '96,  '97,  '99,  1S01  and  '07  ;  John 
Shaw  1800  and  '02;  Jedediah  Hammond  1S03, 
'04,  '05,  '06,  '14  and  '15;  John  Crowley,  Sen., 
1808  to  '14;  Nathan  T.  Sprague  1816,  '17,  '22 
to '25,  and '30;  Abel  Bishop  1818  to '22;  Isaac 
Dickerman  1826  to  '30;  Marvel  Johnson  1831, 
'32,  '33;  David  French  1834  and  '35;  Rufua 
Crowley  1836  and  '37  ;  Chauucy  Cook  L838  and 
'39;  John  Bryant  1840  and  '41 ;  Russel  Bar- 
ber L812;    Dr.  John  Crowley  1843, '41, '45, 


'48,  '62  and  '63;  Abijah  Cole  1846,  '47;  John 
Ackley  1849, '50 ;  Daniel  Packer  1851  ;  Alva 
Pierce  1852,  '53  ;  John  C.  Eddy  1854  '55  ;  Benj. 
Billings  1856,  '58  ;  Leander  Derby  1857,  '59; 
Thomas  Dodge  I860,  '61 ;  Alfred  Crowley  1864, 
'65;  Warren  Horton  1866,  '67  ;  John  P.  Hoa- 
kison  1868,  69;'  Aaron  W.  Cook  1870,  '71; 
Philips  E.  Chase  1872,  '73. 

DELEGATES  TO  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

Abram  Jackson  1793  ;  Jedediah  Hammond 
1814;  Abel  Bishop  1822  :  Nathan  T.  Sprague 
1828;  David  French  1836;  Dr.  John  Crowley 
1843;  John  Bryant  1850:  Philip  E.  Chase 
1870. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

Although  always  casting  a  large  majority  of 
votes  for  the  dominant  party,  Mt.  Holly  ha3 
never  been  much  favored  with  county  offices. 
Dr.  John  Crowley  was  elected  State  senator  for 
the  years  1849,  '50  and  '51,  and  assistant  judge 
of  the  county  court,  in  1867  and  '6S,  and  is  the 
only  man  ever  elected  to  any  county  office  from 
this  town. 

Jedediah  Hammond,  Chester  Spencer  and 
Marritt  H.  Dickerman  have  each  held  the  office 
of  deputy  sheriff. 

PROMINENT  MEN. 

It  is  proper  that  some  special  allusion  be  made 
to  those  men  who  were  instrumental  in  procur- 
ing the  organization  of  the  town,  and  were 
prominent  in  its  business  affairs  during  its  early 
history.  The  Clarks  were,  perhaps,  the  most 
prominent  in  this  respect ;  but  their  history  is 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  another  article,  by 
another  pen. 

Abraham  Jackson  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  organization  of  the  town,  and  in  its  busi- 
ness affairs  for  the  first  few  years.  He  was  mod- 
erator of  the  first  town-meeting,  and  chairman 
of  the  first  board  of  selectmen.  He  was  also  the 
first  representative,  and  was  twice  re  elected 
to  that  position — and  was  several  years  a  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  removed  to  western  New 
York  in  1810.  The  date  of  his  death  is  un- 
known. 

Jedediah  Hammond  was  for  many  years  a 
leading  man  in  town.  He  was  for  several 
years  constable  and  collector,  and  held  various 
other  town  offices.  He  was  representative  6 
years,  aud  a  delegate  to  the  coustitul  onal  con- 
vention of  1814.  Ho  was  also  a  justice  of  tho 
peace  some  L6  years.  He  was  a  noted  "  petti- 
fogger;" and  iu  his  best  days  there  wero  fow 
lawyers  in  the  county  who  had  a  Larger  practice 
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before  justice  courts ;  in  fact  there  was  for 
years  scarcely  a  justice  trial  in  this  or  the  ad- 
joining towns,  in  which  he  was  not  engaged  as 
counsel,  on  one  side  or  the  other.  He  was  also 
for  a  time  a  deputy  sheriff.  He  was  holding 
the  latter  office  in  IS  13,  while  James  Anthony 
was  confined  in  the  jail  at  Rutland,  under  sen- 
tence of  death  for  the  murder  of  Joseph  Green, 
and  was  left  by  Sheriff  Barker  in  charge  of  the 
prisoner  the  night  previous  to  the  day  set  for 
the  execution.  During  the  night  Anthony 
committed  suicide,  tearing  out  the  lining  of  his 
coat  sleeves,  his  pillow-case,  &c,  to  make  a  rope 
to  hang  himself  with,  and  Hammond  was  accus- 
ed of  being  in  some  way  accessory  to  the  deed — 
either  by  gross  negligence,  or  by  actual  com- 
plicity with  the  culprit.  The  charge,  however, 
was  never  substantiated.  He  died  Nov.  20, 
1849,  aged  S3  years. 

John  Crowley,  second  son  of  Abraham 
Crowley,  was  at  an  early  day  called  to  official 
positions  in  town.  He  was  elected  town  clerk 
in  1801.  and  held  the  office  9  years — and  at 
different  times  held  every  office  in  the  gift  of 
the  town,  except  constable.  He  was  represent- 
ative 6  years,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  25 
years,  being  first  elected  to  that  office  in  1802, 
and  holding  it  by  consecutive  appointments  as 
long  as  he  lived  in  town.  He  removed  to  St. 
Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1827,  and  died 
there  Sept.  12,  18-40,  aged  74  years.  He  was 
the  father  of  Dr.  John  Crowley. 

Stephen  Tucker  was  a  prominent  citizen. 

THE  CLARK  FAMILY  OF  MOUNT  HOLLY. 

There  were  four  Clark  brothers  who  locat- 
ed in  town  about  the  same  time,  the  exact 
date,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain ;  probably 
about  178S.    They  came  from  Connecticut. 

Stephen  was  the  only  one  wiio  figured  in 
town  offices.  He  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  getting  the  town  organized  and  it  is  said 
gave  it  its  name. 

He  was  the  first  town  clerk  (1792)  and  re- 
elected several  terms.  For  the  number  of 
years  he  held  the  office  see  my  paper  on  Mt. 
Holly. 

He  was  the  second  representative  and  re- 
elected several  times  as  may  be  also  seen  by 
consulting  my  papers,  and  also  a  justice  of  the 
peace  several  years. 

Stephen  Clark  settled  on  a  farm  at  what 
is  now  known  as  the  North  Parish,  near  the 
Baptist  Church,  owning  all  the  land  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called 
North  Mt.  Holly.  His  firm  has  been  divided 
into  three  farms  owned  severally  by  8.  H. 
Ackhiv,  L.  A.  Colburn  and  M.  Dickerman. 
The  site  of  the  original  building,  with  about 
13  acres  of  land  is,  owned  by  David  ilorton. 

Ichabod  G.  Clark,  brother  of  {Stephen, 


was  prominent  only  as  a  deacon  and  main 
pillar  of  the  Baptist  Church.  I  think,  I  give 
a  brief  notice  of  him  in  my  paper.  The  olher 
brothers,  Peter  and  Chauncy  were  not  in  any 
way  distinguished.  None  of  the  descendants 
of  Stephen  Clark  now  reside  in  town. 

(DR.)  JOHN  CROWLEY. 
FROM  PAPERS  OF  MRS.  LYDIA  CLARK  MEECH. 

Stephen  Clark  and  brothers  were  among 
the  first  settlers  in  the  present  town  of  Mt. 
Holly.  Stephen  who  was  a  man  of  influence 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  place  and  active  - 
in  helping  secure  the  charter  of  the  town- 
ship, had  the  honor  of  conferring  upon  the 
town  its  name,  which  he  did,  calling  it  after 
Mt.  Holly  in  Connecticut,  the  place  from 
which  he  came  when  he  emigrated  to  Ver- 
mont. He  was  a  son  of  Job.  Clark  of  Wal- 
lingford  Vt.  and  married  Rachel  Jackson  of 
the  same  town,  daughter  of  Abraham  Jack- 
son and  sister  of  William  Jackson,  the  old 
Dorset,  pastor  (see  history  of  Jackson  family 
in  Dorset  vol.  I.  p.  192).  Stephen  Clark  was 
a  man  of  good  parts  and  his  wife  from  a  fam- 
ily of  rare  merits  and  talents,  was  a  very  ca- 
pable woman  says  Mrs.  Meech,  "who  had  abil- 
ity enough  to  give  her  children." — They  had 
sons,  Lyman,  Miles,  Russel,  Asahel,  Stephen, 
Orville,  Homer ;  daughters,  Fanny,  Orpha 
and  Lorry. — Two  or  three  of  the  eldest  were 
born  in  Connecticut,  the  others  in  Mt.  Holly 
Vt. — Stephen  Clark  prospered  at  fust  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  at  length  becoming  in- 
volved with  or  by  a  Dr.  Rugg,  became  some- 
what discouraged  with  his  reversed  circum- 
stances in  Mt.  Holly,  and  still  hoping  to  bet- 
ter his  condition  by  a  remove  to  the  young 
and  growing  State  of  Ohio,  emigrated  thence 
in  the  fall  of  1815,  "  travelling  in  what  was 
then  called  a  Holland  purchase  wagon, 
after  leaving  Rochester,  N.  Y.  southwest 
through  this  State  into  Pennsylvania  where 
they  stopped  for  the  winter  and  in  the  Spring 
removed  to  a  place  in  Ohio,  afterward  called 
New  Portage.  The  family  at  this  time"  "con- 
sisted says  the  Rev.  Homer,  in  a  letter  of 
1870,  of  Stephen  Clark  and  wife,  Orville, 
Homer  and  two  orphan  children  of  a  brother 
of  Mr.  Clark — a  boy,  Norman,  and  a  girl, 
both  younger  than  his  children.  Miles  and 
Lyman  had  previously  settled  in  Ohio  and 
awaited  the  earning  of  their  father  and  fami- 
ly. Asahel  WHS  rn  irrie  1  and  Battled  at  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  Orpha  married  and  settled 
in  Shrewsbury  Vt.    Fanny — Asahel  writes 
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to  Lydia  Finney,  July  10,  1805,  of  the  re- 
cent death  of  a  sister,  probably  her.  Mrs. 
Meech  says  Fanny  was  married  and  died 
with  the  spotted  fever  or  an  epidemic,  one 
week  from  the  day  of  her  marriage.  Airs. 
Meech,  also,  says  her  husband's  youngest  sis- 
ter Laura  (or  Lorry  as  spelled  in  all  the  old 
letters)  came  to  live  with  Asahel  and  her 
after  they  went  to  housekeeping  in  180S  or 
1809,  and  was  with  them  when  her  parents 
removed  to  Ohio. 

They  commenced  life  in  tt  a  new  country 
(says  Rev.  Homer)  by  clearing  the  land, 
building  log  houses  at  first,  which  afterwards 
gave  place  to  large  frame  buildings,  into  the 
labor  of  all  which,  Orville  entered  and  was 
constantly  employed  with  the  same  energy 
of  character  that  conspicuously  adhered  to 
him  through  life." 

New  Portage.  Jan.  23d  1818. 
*         *         *  * 

Father's  situation  and  prospects  are  such 
as  to  be  very  gratifying  to  those  who  have 
known  him  in  better  days  and  in  more  recent 
trying  circumstances  ....  I  have  no 
doubis  three  or  four  years  will  place  him 
again  in  easy  circumstances.  Miles  is  doing 
better  than  I  ever  knew  him.  The  Society 
in  this  part  of  tue  State  is  made  up  of  the 
best  part  of  the  Yankee  emigration — far  bet- 
ter than  the  Holland  Purchase.  But  the 
Yankee  population  does  not  so  much  predom- 
inate in  other  parts  of  the  State." — 

Lyman  Clark. 
From  an  old  "  circular  letter  "  of  Miles,  9£ 
pages  foolscap,  to  his  brothers,  Russel,  Orville 
and  Lyman. 

April  20th,  1818. 
Warren,  Tenth  Town  in  the  first  Ran^e 
Batavia,  P.  0. 

"  I  nave  purchased  a  farm  on  which  there 
have  been  some  little  improvements  and  I 
shall  raise,  if  the  last  part  of  the  season  be 
good,  probably  two  or  three  hundred  bushels 
of  grain.  I  have  chopped  about  five  or  six 
acres  of  lumber  and  heaped  the  brush,  which 
1  intend  to  sow  to  wheat  before  I  return 
in  October.  I  bought  Johnson  Clark's  farm. 
He  occupies  half  the  farm  this  vear— from 
which  we  shall  raise  500  or  600  bushels  of 
grain  this  year.  My  calculation  is  to  erect  a 
potash  this  Summer  as  here  is  an  excellent 
place  to  collect  ashes,  as  tiiere  are  no  buyers 
and  a  fine  chance  to  procure  plenty  at  six 
cents  a  bushel;  and  there  are  no  stores  with- 
m  12  miles.  If  I  can  any  way  get  a  few 
oods  this  Winter,  what  tnen;  I  have  some 
opes  of  negotiating  some  such  alliance." 

New  Portage,  Sept.  20th,  1S13. 
Dear  Brother     ....    I  have  been  at 
this  place  a  week    ....    I  have  exam-  > 
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lined  the  head  waters  of  the  Tusearora  river 
and  those  of  the  Cayuhaga  Lake  to  see  as  to 
the  probability  of  connecting  the  two  waters 
together  .  .  .  $25,000  will  be  an  am  pit* 
sum  to  make  good  navigation  from  tue  Tus- 
carora  to  Lake  Erie  ....  I  have 
bought  of  Miles,  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
this  country  ....  I  give  him  $i2,  per 
acre — It  is  a  beautiful  farm,  .  .  .  Lyman 
has  gone  to  St.  Mary's  to  attend  the  liiuian 
treaty,  and  1  have  not  seen  him,  but  I  am 
told  the  law  business  is  good — I  was  told  by 
respectable  men  at  Talma<^e  to-day,  that  if 
you  had  been  in  this  country  two  years  ago, 
you  might  now  have  been  a  member  of  tue 
Senate.  Miles  is  a  pretty  big  man  here — lias 
made  money.  He  sold  my  mill-seat  for  .$200, 
cash  in  hand  ;  has  disappointed  us  very  uiuen; 
the  privilege  was  worth  •plOOO,  the  least  cal- 
culation, but  I  have  got  another  and  a  work- 
man brought  with  me  from  Bulfalo  now 
waiting  to  begin  the  work.  We  shall  have  a 
saw-mill  going  this  Fall.  Father  is  well 
pleased  with  the  country  and  gaming  a  little 
property.  He  lives  in  a  miserable  log-house 
but  he  is  in  hopes  of  a  better." 

Bussel  Clark. 

"  to  Asa h el  Clark." 

letter  of  stephen  clark. 

(The  only  letter  known  to  be  extant  of  the 
first' settlers  in  Mt.  Holly.) 

Portage  Ohio,  Jan'y  7th,  1S20. 

Dear  Son  : 

We  have  been  wanting  with  great  anxiety 
for  a  long  time  to  here  fromGleu's  Fads  we 
have  not  heard  one  word  from  any  one  since 
I  believe  in  July,  at  that  time  Russell  wrote 
that  he  should  be  in  New  Y'ork  the  10th  of 
Sept.  to  receive  his  monny  from  governu-nt 
then  he  should  be  directly  in  Ohio,  we  have 
not  had  one  word  since  we  fear  tiiat  ?o.ue 
misfortune  has  taken  place.  We  hav>  had  two 
letters  since  that  from  Orpha.  She  tells  us  sue 
knows  nothing  of  you,  had  some  Expecta- 
tion in  the  fore  part  of  the  season  ol  seeing 
you  and  Levy*  in  this  country,  but  that  we 
must  torever  give  up.  I  have  nooning  to  write 
that  is  of  much  consequence  at  tins  time  we 
enjoy  a  comfortable  measure  of  health  except 
Lyman;  he  is  quite  unweli ;  is  threatened 
with  a  fever  but  I  hope  it  will  not  prove 
dangerous.  It  is  very  healthy  in  gennera.1  toe 
Doct.  has  been  gone  two  or  three  weetcs  to 
Columbus  the  se.it  of  this  goverinent  to  try 
for  a  County  seat  at  this  place  and  we  Know 
not  the  result  as  yet  but  we  think  there  is  a 
good  prospect — our  season  has  been  good 
crops  came  in  well.  We  raised  upwards  ot  500 
busnell  of  corn  and  a  comfortable  supply  of 
wheat  the  winter  is  mild  and  the  saow  has 
not  been  shoe  deep. 

Tiiere  is  much  complaint  of  hard  times 
and  it  is  truly  so.  There  is  no  monny  Hiring 
of  consequeuce  there  is  none  to  be  g  >t — our 

•Col.  Levi  Finuey,  who  luarrioU  StepUSD  Clark'i 
daughter,  OrpUa. 
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clothing  comes  very  dear  by  reason  of  few 
merchants  and  they  ask  what  the  please  and 
hard  paying  as  there  is  no  monny.  Leather  is 
also  very  dear  and  hard  to  be  got.  I  was  in 
hope  that  Russell  would  come  on  here  and 
bring  some  cloth.  Woollmg  or  factory 
cloth  will  fetch  almost  any  price — We  are 
as  well  suted  with  the  country  as  ever  and 
have  done  as  well  as  can  be  expected  and  bet- 
ter considering  our  curcumstance  when  we  got 
here  it  is  true  we  are  some  put  to  it  for 
Cloathing  as  we  have  no  sheep  and  they  are 
hard  to  be  got  but  we  hope  for  the  beat — or- 
vill  and  Lorry  are  teaching  school  for  the 
winter  homer  and  Norman  goes  to  school  so 
that  your  maum  has  no  help  at  all — I  want 
you  to  write  I  feel  very  anxious  to  know 
what  your  prospects  are  and  how  you  are 
Like  to  git  along  we  think  hard  that  you  have 
not  written  us  since  we  Left  the  state  of  New 
york  but  we  make  greate  alowance  consider- 
ing your  trouble  and  disapointments  *  but  I 
hope  you  will  take  time  aud  write  I  want  to 
here  once  more  from  Loot.  Kugg  I  wrote  him 
last  summer  and  I  wrote  very  plane  and  De- 
sired him  to  write  me  agane  but  I  have  Re- 
ceived no  answer  had  he  had  the 
feelings  of  a  man  he  could  not  have  used  me 
as  he  did  last  winter  could  he  look  into  our 
little  hut  and  see  our  circumstance  when  he 
is  sittin  in  his  Room  and  seeing  his  luruture, 
then  vew  us  and  consider  how  rnucti  he4has 
been  the  means  of  much  of  our  distress  how 
much  I  have  paid  for  him  which  has  been  the 
means  of  his  living  in  stile  and  out  of  trouble 
and  what  little  amends  he  has  made  me  how 
he  told  me  last  winter  after  1  had  traviled  6 
or  7  hundred  miles  and  vvated  many  days  in 
hope  of  a  little  help  to  tell  me  I  migut  as 
well  talk  to  a  stoue  as  to  him  I  must  confess 
I  thought  it  more  inhuman  than  a  savage  I 
think  him  to  have  lost  all  kind  of  human 
feeling  and  all  obligation  I  must  leave  for 
the  more  I  retiect  tiie  more  inhuman  it  apears 
I  am  willing  he  should  see  these  hues. 

Remember  us  to  the  Doet.  family  tell  the 
children  to  write  to  Mr.  Ranger  and  family 
the  kiness  he  shew  me  I  cannot  forgit — when 
I  look  back  to  Shrewsbury  think  how  1  part- 
ed with  Orpha  and  Lidia  and  the  little  chil- 
dren what  httie  pro-pect  of  ever  seeing  them 
more  it  will  bring  teers  but,  Son,  1  must 
leave.    Remember  your  kind  parent. 

Stephen  Clark. 

Jan'y  8th  this  Morning  is  like  a  Spring 
Morning  you  must  excuse  my  writing  as  it 
was  wrote  late  at  Night  and  no  way  to  menu 
my  pen. "| 

Lyman — first  son  of  Stephen  Clark,  a  law- 
yer by  profession,  died  at  New  Portage  Oiiio, 
May  20,  1826,  unmarried.   By  nature  a  man 

*  Asahel  had  his  house  at  Glen's  Falls,  with  nearly 
all  its  contents  burned  a  short  time  before. 

fThe  above  letter  is  written  in  very  fair  business 
barul  for  an  old  man. 


of  large  talent,  manly  beauty  and  elegant 
manners,  highly  educated — his  brother,  Gen. 
Orville,  said  of  him.  "  He  was  the  most 
learned,  man  I  ever  knew."  Miles  in  one  of 
his  family  letters  writes  of  brother  Lyman's 
narcotic  good-nature.  Fatally  his  very  social 
felicity  —  his  profession  led  him  to  associ- 
ate but  too  freely  with  those  who  loved  the 
circling  glass.  For  several  years  he  struggled 
and  yielded — grew  morbid  with  himself.  A 
letter  to  Asahel  commences,  "I  do  not 
know  as  you  w^U  care  to  hear  any  more  from 
so  worthiest  a  brother"  ends — "  I  remember 
Sister  Lydia  and  my  other  Sisters  with  mel- 
ancholy pleasure — 

forgive — L.  Clark." 

Miles  again  writes.  "  Brother  Lyman  was 
found  dead  yestarday  morning  at  a  house  oc- 
cupied by  Dr.  Roberts  and  myself,  we  being 
absent  from  home  at  the  time,  a  considerable 
distance.  He  undoubtedly  died  in  one  of 
those  fits  to  which  he  has  been  subject  after 
extreme  intemperance.  ...  A  Better 
heart,  a  sounder  head  was  hardly  to  be  iound 
in  any  family,  nor  a  more  unfortunate  man 
has  come  within  my  observation." 

A  fall  that  ha3  occurred  to  many  of  our 
most  promising  men — in  our  best  old  families 
at  some  time — often  covered  in  history — but 
has  been. 

Miles  built  the  old  turnpike  in  Fair  Hav- 
en before  he  moved  to  Ohio.  He  continued  to 
live  at  New  Portage. — A  successful,  much  re- 
spected citizen,  stable,  temperate  and  religious, 
engaged  in  many  important  works  and  use  ml 
improvements  in  the  new  settlement  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  profession  as  a  phy- 
sician until  his  death.  He  was  born  in  1780 
and  died  in  1827.  He  married  his  wife  in 
Mt.  Holly.  They  had  one  son  and  several 
daughters.  Mrs.  Miles  Clark  died  suddenly 
(leaving  an  infant  daughter)  in  1825. 

DR.  RUSSELL  CLARK. 

*  OBITUARY  from  the  Sandy  BUI  Herald. 

Died,  at  his  residence  near  this  village, 
May  80.  1849,  Dr.  Russell  Clark,  aged  <u 
years.  He  was  born  in  Vermont,  pursued 
his  preliminary  studies  there,  completed  ins 
professional  education  in  Philadelphia,  an  i 
removed  to  tins  piace  sotm;  forty  years  ago. 
He  was  askilitul  physician — among  t.iu  very 
first  m  no:  them  New  York,  and  devoted  the 
best  energies  of  his  fetf'e  to  ins  profession, 
in  a  wider  range  of  practice  than  usually 
falls  to  the  country  physician.    Always  on 

*  By  the  llon.Churles  Rogers,  sou  in  law  of  Dr. Clark 
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the  alert,  the  poor  pat. eat  was  visited  with 
the  same  alacrity  as  the  rich.  No  fervor  of 
summer's  heat,  no  sweeping  of  the  savage 
tempest  through  the  gorges  of  the  mountains 
of  Warren  the  serverest  winter  day  ever  ar- 
rested his  progress  to  the  bedside  of  suffer- 
ing, All  hours  of  night  and  day — for  nights 
and  days  in  long  succession,  lias  he  traversed 
the  broad  extent  of  Washington  and  the 
wildest  of  the  most  desolate  quarters  of  the 
adjoining  County  of  Warren.  His  nature 
was  all  sympathy  and  kin  mess,  his  heart 
was  a  striugeu  instrument,  vibrating  to  the 
best  impulses  of  our  naiure.  A  generous  act, 
a  uoble  deed  swewt  over  it  in  melting  soft- 
ness ;  no  act  of  inhumanity  or  bareness  was 
heard  along  us  chords,  tie  belonged  to  a 
family  ceieurated  ior  talent,  one  that  has  il- 
lustrated the  learned  proiession  by  the  splen- 
dor of  tueir  genius.  Death  has  made  great 
gaps  in  thai  iamiiy  of  brothers.  Ttieir  re- 
mains he  scattered  in  different  states,  but 
their  lives,  though  divergent,  have  been 
united  in  the  memories  oi  tueir  boynood  and 
the  affections  of  riper  years  ;  and  we  trust 
the  grave  is  but  the  portal  to  a  union  eternal. 

Russell  Cla.uk  was  born  in  Wallingsford, 
Ct.  *  1782 ;  married  Aurra,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Seth  Wheeler  of  Sudbury,  Vt  Chil- 
dren, a  son,  Dr.  Erskin  G.  Clark,  now  liv- 
ing at  Sandy  Hill,  Wash.  Co.,  N.  Y.  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Susan  A.  (Clark)  Rogers,  now 
living  at  the  same  place — widow  of  the  late 
Hon.  Charles  Rogers. 

Dr.  Russell  Clark  used  to  write  popular 
whig  songs.    The  following  is  chorus  to  one 
of  Harrison's  tunes,  sung  t^  the  tune  of  "  Inc 
Gimpbells  are  coming." 
Hurrah!  for  the  Hero  that  lives  at  North  Bend, 
The  farmer  and  statesman  and  poor  man's  friend, 
We  like  him  in  war  and  we  like  him  in  peace, 
They  like  him  out  West  and  we  like  him  down  East. 

ASA.HEL  CLaBK. 

Born  in  Alt.  Holly  1781 ;  graduated  at 
Middlebury  College  in  1807 ;  studied  law 
with  Mr.  Shepherd  of  Granville  N.  Y.,  after- 
wards of  Vergennes,  Yt.  ;  married  to  Lydia 
Finney  of  Shrewsbury  in  1806;  Children: 
Nelson  Napoleon,  born  at  Shrewsbury,  Vt., 
and  De  Witt  Clinton,  born  at  Granville 
N.  Y.;  He  practised  as  a  lawyer  at  Gran- 
ville and  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.;  died  at  Glens 
Falls,  in  1822. 

His  widow  married  in  the  fall  of  lS2o, 
Hon.  Ezra  Meecti,  then  member  of  Cougnv-s, 
who  died  in  the  fall  of  l^oti ;  and  Mrs. 
Meech,  May,  1857,  removed  to  Burlington 
where  she  now  lives  aged  88  years,  f  Nel 

•  Says  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

f  See  biography  iu  Shrewsbury  papers. 
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son  N.  graduated  at  West  Point;  enter ed  ;_3 
United  States  Army;  wounded  in  a  due., 
died,  aged  21.  *  (D  W.  C.  C.  (Gen.)  lawyer, 
editor,  confidential  clerk  of  the  U.  S.  r^-n^tr, 
died  at  Burlington,  Aug.  1870.  A  further 
account  of  whom  may  be  expected  in  a  sup- 
plement to  Burlington  in  the  IV.  volume  of 
this  work. 

Asahel  Clark  stood  high  in  College;  dar- 
ing his  last  year,  desirous  of  cocsuaiz^^ig 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Fillet  to 
whom  he  had  been  some  years  engaged. 
thought,  as  it  appears  by  an  old  letter  from 
Gov.  Israel  Smith,  then  a  rnemuer  o:  Coa- 
gress,  of  a  clerkship  at  Washington. 

"  City  of  Washington,  March  lo,  150a. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  dated  the  27  of  Feb'r  :=  re- 
ceived. I  will  attend  to  your  i~i±~?z  and 
endeavour  to  procure  for  you  a  ;.cr^iu.o 
during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  me  ioia- 
pensation  of  which  will  be  s  utile,  en:  to  de- 
fray your  expenses  to  and  resilience  a:  V.'^-u- 
mgton  during  that  time.  1  can  onxy  prom- 
ise you  my  best  endeavours  in  t:..s  uu^.u-ss 
but  cannot  give  assurances  of  suece*?.  i::ere 
are  a  great  numoer  of  persons  con^UiU;./ 
looking  out  for  vacancies. 

When  you  see  your  beloved  Lyiii  tdi 
must  make  my  respects  to  ner  for  l  mink  of 
her  as  you  do,  tnat  she  is  a  cnarm.ng  g;ri 
and  wiii  make  you  an  exce.icnt  wile. 

Yours  sincerely,  Israel  SitirH-" 

Mrs.  Meech  says  when  Mr.  Clara:  :.unl 
that  a  clerkship  would  only  support  h.m-c.: 
he  abandoned  the  idea,  and  male  arrange- 
ments-to  enter  at  ouce,  after  graiuanng.  ur>- 
on  tiie  study  of  his  profession.  H=  cov- 
ered the  oration  at  the  dedication  of  tn-  Lrran- 
viile  Academy  in  1809  ;  was  a  popular  i:h 
of  July  orator,  an  aoie  speaker  a:  political 
conventions,  took  an  early  and  ieau.ng  :  art 
in  politics,  was  a  republican  and  iree  mason, 
and  held  a  Major's  comau.-don  in  tne  regi- 
ments of  the  Hudson  in  lo  12-14. 

Pittsburgh,  Aug.,  14,  IS  12. 
My  Dear  Lydia  : 
I  wrote  you  from  Albany,  on  Sunday 
last,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  uir  tour 
with  the  British  Adjuiaui  General  an  :  tat 
result  of  our  interview  with  Gea  Dear  >rne, 
to  wit  a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  taa 
present,  which  letter  1  pr-.-sume  you  have 
xiee'd  before  this.    I  returned  m  tae  rea.ark- 
able  quick  passage  of  a  day  .V  naif  it 
Albany.    Nothing  new  has  occurred  e 
my  return  except  1  am  this  moment  ial  >rna  l 
tuat  anouior  liag  oi  Iru-e  had  arrive!  ^a 

*  See  Fiuney  Family  iu  History  of  Shr^wstnry. 
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our  lines  with  dispatches  but  of  what  nature 
I  am  not  informed. 

On  my  return  I  found  the  shirts  you 
have  so  kindly  forwarded  to  mo,  *  and  the 
two  letters  you  have  still  more  kindly  writ- 
ten me.  I  am  grateful  to  you,  My  Dear, 
and  to  heaven,  the  source  of  blessings,  for 
ail  your  kindness  heretofore,  bat  especially 
for  your  kind  and  affectionate  remembrance 
and  attention  at  the  present  moment — en- 
gaged in  employments,  to  me  entirely  new, 
and  uncongenial  with  those  sympathies 
which  more  or  less  govern  me,  I  feel  my 
hours  of  leisure  hang  heavily  on  my  hands. 

The  Bearer,  a  soldier  wiio  goes  home,  has 
this  moment  called  for  the  letter  and  is  im- 
patient.   Adieu  My  Love. 

Your  unchangeable  Clark. 
My  Dear  Lydia. 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  30,  1812. 

My  Dear  Lydia : 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  which 
has  pi  evented  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival 
here  after  a  tedious  and  very  ill  provided 
passage  of  4  days  on  the  La&e.  Indeed  the 
last  nigut  we  were  out  it  was  doubtful  for 
several  hours  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
Vessel  and  consequently  of  us.  Capt.  Toby 
aid  to  Gen.  Chandler,  and  myself,  worked  on 
deck  most  of  the  night,  without  hats  tor  the 
wind  blew  so  hard  we  could  not  wear  them. 
,  We  yet  remain  here  and  when  we  shall 
be  permitted  to  go  to  Chatnpiain  I  cannot 
tell.  GenT  Bioomrield  refuses  to  let  us  go 
as  yet,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  if  Gen'l 
Pettit  moves  on,  nis  approach  will  aiarin  the 
Enemy.  Arrangements  are  evidently  malt- 
ing to  have  a  hitle  lighting  done  soon.  . 

i  send  this  by  Capt.  Yale  wno  goes  to  Al 
bany  with  the  Prisouers,  taken  the  23d  mst 
by  Maj.  Young  at  St.  P.egis.  It  was  a  bril- 
liant httie  enterprise  for  our  Militia,  and  we 
feel  a  little  proud  that  tlce  first  stand  of 
Colors  taken  during  the  war  nas  been  taken  by 
a  Detachment  of  our  Brigade.  The  whole 
IS'o.  of  Prisoners  taken  was  4U  including  2 
Capts.  1  Lieut.  One  Ensign  was  killed,  poor 
fellow.  A  considerable  quantity  ot  milita- 
ry stores  were  taken.    I  intended  to  have 

.*  He  always  wore  the  grand  old  ruffled  shirt  ruffles, 
a  hugers-witlth  from  the  throat  down  the  bosoru-teugth, 
elegautly  plaited  and  laid  over  back,  which  the  care- 
ful youug  wife  never  suffered  any  other  fingers  but  her 
own  to  iron  and  plate,  lie  dressed  with  scrupulous 
care,  watt  u  niuu  of  distinguished  handsome  maimers  ;  a 
geutleuiau  wbo  was  the  warm  and  intimate  friend  ot" 
Gov.  Clinton,  noted  lor  his  personal  elegance  and  pol- 
ished conversation.  The  Governor  nut  uulrequently 
dined  at  the  table  of  Mr.  Clark,  his  fair  Lydia  presiding 
as  hostess.  Mrs.  Meeeh  has  an  oil  painting  ot  Mr.  C. 
Which  shows  a  line  head  and  countenance,  but  said  not 
to  equal  the  subject.  An  elderly  gentleman,  a  cousin 
of  Madam,  gazing  at  It  once  with  me,  exclaimed,  rais- 
ing his  hands  emphatically,  Ah  I  but  it  does  not  look 
as  well.  He  was  the  Quest  looking  man — the  hand- 
somest man,  I  oversaw. 


written  you  from  *  W  Hall  and  sent  the  flan- 
nel you  mentioned,  but  Wing  went  otf  with 
out  my  knowing  it  and  carried  off  my  Buf- 
faloe  skin  which  I  meant  to  have  brought 
with  ine  as  I  have  no  bedding  of  any  kind. 

I  cannot  now  calculate  with  certainty 
what  time  I  shall  be  able  to  go  home.  The 
Paymaster  has  not  yet  returned  from  Albany 
but  is  daily  expected.  I  hope  my  dear,  you 
will  have  someuody  see  a  little  to  the  divid- 
ing that  corn  when  harvested.  I  hope  Mr. 
Ranger  will  not  neglect  to  do  the  work  to  the 
barn.  If  he  should  I  wish  you  my  Dear  to 
speak  to  him  on  the  subject. 

I  borrowed  5  pounds  of  nails  from  Sam. 
Skinner  which  1  forgot  to  replace.  I  wi»h 
they  might  be  got  oi  Farr  and  paid.  Now 
my  Love.  I  believe  I  have  put  tasks  enough 
upon  you  to  suihee  till  my  return.  Do  my 
Dear  write  me  every  chance.  Tell  .Nelson 
&  DeWitt  to  be  good  Boys.  Adieu  My  Luve. 
Heaven  bless  you.  A.  Clark. 

Capt.  Yale  is  waiting. 

My  Dear  Lydia. 
City  of  Washington,  Monday,  March  9,  IS — . 

My  Ever  Dear  Wife  : 

You  wilt  undoubtedly  be  surprised  on 
receiving  a  letter  from  me  of  this  date  at  tins 
place  (it  you  are  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  it) 
out  after  what  has  taken  place  since  i  leit 
home,  nothing  ought  to  surprise  us  now 
adays.  The  delay  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
arrival  kept  me  here  in  suspense  iU  days 
without  being  able  to  do  anything,  expect- 
ing him  daily.  But  from  my  interviews 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Statements  the  V.  President  womd 
make  on  his  arrival  would  produce  an  imme- 
diate adjustment  of  my  claim  without  an 
application  to  Congress.  So  thougnt  the 
\  ,ce  Pres't  an  l  other  Gentlemen  here,  ac- 
quainted with  such  business;  and  so  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  would  have  been  the 
fact  had  it  not  been  for  that  ridiculous  and 
at  the  same  time  iniamous  publication  in 
New  York,  in  winch  I  am  introduced  to  the 
x-vdministration  at  Washington  as  being  so 
important  a  etiaracter  as  to  be  at  the  head  of 
a  grand  national  plot  to  blow  up  the  present 
Government  and  place  Mr.  Clinton  at  the 
helm.  * 

It  was  like  the  breaking  out  of  a  Volcano 
on  Capitol  Hill.  I  dont  kuow  that  the  Presi- 
dent or  Heads  of  departments  actually  kept 
within  doors  to  avoid  immediate  di&tructiou, 
when  they  found  the  Grand  Conspirator  was 
within  the  City  ;  but  it  was  a  day  of  dark 
laces  ;  t'was  hie  the  discovery  of  some  pow- 
der plot.  I  contess  I  was  never  so  much  sur- 
prised as  I  waa  to  see  myself  thus  suddenly  at- 
tacked on  so  large  a  scale  and  connected  with 
the  man,  who  oi  all  others  is  the  most  dread* 
ed  here,  as  his  prime  Minister  in  this  great 
work  of  overturning  the  Government.  I 
could  not  but  foresee  the  result  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  my  business  until  the  public  mind 

•  Whitehall. 
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could  be  set  right  by  being  undeceived,  which 
is  I  believe  now  effectually  done,  and  instead 
of  its  having  the  effect,  eventually,  which 
was  intended  either  to  injure  me  or  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, it  must  result  in  the  disgrace  of  that 
infamous,  base  and  wicked  faction  in  N  York 
Which  lias  some  of  its  creatures  very  near  us, 
who  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  had  tiie  Au- 
thors of  that  vile  fabrication,  and  if  I  do  it 
will  be  a  day  of  sad  accountability  to  them 
They  will  not  find  me  standing  alone  in  un- 
equal contest  witn  their  damnable  machina- 
tions. You  will  pardon  my  saying  so  much 
on  this  subject,  My  Dear,  and  think  what 
must  be  my  feelings  to  be  kept  here  so  much 
longer  than  you  or  I  expected  when  we 
parted,  the  suspense  of  my  business,  and  my 
painful  anxiety  about  you  ironi  my  pro- 
tracted absence,  waiting  from  day  to  day  for 
something  satisfactory  to  write  and  hoping 
tomorrow  would  produce  it,  have  combined, 
I  believe,  to  make  me  as  unhappy  as  I  ever 
deserved  to  be  in  tins  world.  .Nothing  but 
my  occasional  wrath  and  the  high  notice  of 
some  important  Friends  here  has  interrupted 
my  melancholy  for  a  fortnight. 

But  I'll  say  no  more,  twill  all  be  over 
shortly.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  the 
Vice  President  for  the  interest  he  has  taken 
in  my  behalf;  it  has  been  more  than  I  could 
have  expected.  My  claim  for  indemnifica- 
tion against  the  Hudson  Regiments  is  now 
before  the  Senate  and  the  Cnairman  has  just 
told  me  I  shall  have  a  good  report  in  the 
morning  and  the  V.  F.  assures  me  it  shall 
be  acted  on  immediately.  This  is  the  first 
moment  I  have  been  able  to  write  you  any 
thing  to  be  depended  on  such  has  been  the 
strange  state  of  things.  I  have  settled  my 
o;d  account  against  the  Government  and  got 
my  money,  aoout  §200.00  and  were  it  not 
for  my  distressing  delay,  I  should  have 
nothing  to  regret  on  the  journey.  I  will 
write  to  Whitley  day-after  to-morrow,  by 
which  I  hope  to  inform  when  I  return. 

I  enclose  you  $  "JO.  and  send  this  under 
cover  to  Alpheus  Doty,  not  daring  to  trust  to 
G.  Falls  F.  Office.  Fa's  love  to  DelVitt.  I 
hope  he  is  a  good  boy. 

Adieu,  My  Love,  God  Bless  and  make 
you  more  happy  tiian,  in  his  absence  lrom 
you,  your  affectionate 

Husband  can  be. 
Mrs.  L.  Clark.  Asahel  Clark. 

Compl'ts  to  Capt.  Powers  &  Wife  &  Whit. 
Love  to  Julia. 

Major  Clark  received  a  land  warrant  for 
services  in  1812. 

In  July,  1820,  he  visited  his  parents  and 
family  in  Ohio.  He  writes  back  to  his  wife: 
"  Father  is  actually  in  butler  circumstances 
than  I  ever  knew  him  siuce  my  remembrance. 
Miles  is  said  to  be  getting  rich  aud  I  think  it 
is  so.  Russell's  farm  here,  aside  from  all  his 
other  lauds  is  quite  a  little  fortune. 


The  country  is  fruitful  to  abundance,  but 
you  are  asking  in  your  mind  what  are  you 
going  to  do  ?  have  you  got  Ohio  mad  ?  I 
cannot  tell  you  yes,  my  Dear  *  * 
(ilis  family  had  been  trying  to  draw  him  to 
Ohio  to  settle,  as  a  great  place  for  a  young 
and  talented  lawyer  to  rise  in.) 

Mother,  Lorry  and  all  the  rest  cross  this 
letter  with  their  love — God  bless  and  protect 
you  my  dearest  Lydia. 

A.  Clark." 
His  wedlock  was  one  of  those  olden  and 
most  beautiful  of  love -marriages.  Dear,  aged 
Madam  Meech  always  speaks  of  him  as  a 
husband  of  unalterable  and  unequalled  affec- 
tions ;  in  very  pleasant  proof  of  it,  she  has 
the  loveliest  package  of  love-letters  before 
and  after  marriage,  that  we  have  ever  turned 
over. 

Mr.  Clark  did  not  need  a  new  country  to 
help  him  to  rise  in.  He  was  already  too  em- 
inent at  the  Bar  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
too  popular  in  politics  in  Warren  County,  to 
render  a  remove  even  to  Ohio,  prospectively 
more  attractive. 

Many  years  after  he  was  in  his  grave  his 
son,  while  pursuing  his  law  studies,  writes  to 
his  mother : 

"  Judge  Davis  (in  whose  office 
I  am)  did  not  know  until  this  evening  that  I 
was  the  son  of  Asahel  ClarK.  In  the  course 
J  of  a  conversation  with  him  this  evening,  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  father  ?  He  said  no  ; 
but  on  learning  that  Asahel  Clark  was  the 
man,  he  was  in  an  ecstacy  of  astonishment. 
He  immediately  says  to  me  :  "  Asahel  Clark 
was  the  most  eloquent  man,  I  ever,  in  the 
whole  course  of  my  life  knew,  by  far.  He 
was  infinitely  above  competition."  I  have 
seen  (said  Judge  D.)  Judge  Dwight  sit  with  ids 
mouth  open  for  an  hour,  on  the  bench,  com- 
pletely carried  away  by  your  father's  elo- 
quence. He  then  told  ine  a  number  of  an- 
ecdotes of  him,  ending  by  pronouncing  him 
in  elocution  the  first  man  in  ttie  State  ol  New 
York.  He  then  said  to  me  :  Clark,  nave  you 
any  of  your  father's  eloquence  ?  If  you  have 
you  have  got  a  fortune.  Thus  it  is  that  law- 
yers, who  knew  my  father,  speak  of  him  to 
me  ;  in  a  manner  which  a  sou  most  loves  to 
hear,  and  makes  me  prouder  of  him  dead 
than  of  ail  the  honor  and  consideration,  I 
have  ever  hoped  to  attain." 

We  have  an  old  printed  address,  as  early 
as  1816 — one  large  sheet,  four  columns. 
"  ADDRESS 

To  the  Electors  of  Warren  Countf."  * 

Closing  paragraph  : 

"Finally,  Fellow  Cit- 
izens, the  Candidates  are  before  you,  their 
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characters   are  open   to    }rour  inspection. 
It  you  are  captivated  with  the  splendid 
misery   which   follows    in    the    tram  of 
"  legitimate  kings "  vote  for  its  admirers. 
If  you  wish  to  see  the  barriers  of  your  coun-  i 
try  broken  down  before  an  invading  enemy, 
vote  for  their  apologists  and  abettors.    But,  1 
if  you  wish  to  reward  the  Veteran  for  his 
toils — the  Patriot  for  his  labors,  and  see  the  > 
Institutions  of  your   country  perpetuated  , 
to  your  children,  vote  lor  the  Republican 
Candidates. 

April  27th.  1816. 

Asahel  Clark."' 

Mr.  Clark,  the  summer  or  fall  of  his  death, 
was  promised  by  the  leaders  of  his  party, 
the  nomination  for  Member  of  Congress. 
The  caucus  was  warned.    Mr.  Rogers,  anoth- 
er noted  lawyer,  while  pledged  to  Clark, 
worked  secretly  for  himself.    Mr.  Clark,  by 
his  faithful  wife  *  who  with  a  woman's  in- 
stinct distrusted  the  ally,  and  by  others  was 
warned.    It  was  never  in  the  nature  of  a 
Clark  to  doubt  a  man  that  proffered  friend- 
ship ;  and  from  his  popularity,  talents  and 
friends  enlisted  he  had  no  reason  to  ex- 
pect anything  but    success  when  he  fell 
sick — but  .for  a  few  days  apparently — from 
overwork.    Rogers  seeing  an  opportunity 
rallied   his  supporters,    secretly,   (to  Mr. 
Clark's  party)  got  up  a  caucus  just  twenty- 
four  hours  ahead  of  the  caucus  appointed  to 
nominate  Clark,  and  got  out  the  nomination 
for  himself.   "It  struck,"  says  our  authority* 
"  like  a  thunderbolt"  in  the  county — friends 
in  hosts,  Hocked  to  Clark.    "  Tiie  nomina- 
tion was  illegal."    "  A  warning  should  be 
out  at  once  and  the  whole  county  rallied — the 
Rogers   nomination  called  and  tried,  and 
Clark  yet  should  go ;"   so   his  numerous 
friends  assured   him,  pressing  to    his  sick 
room.    But  the  disappointment   in  Rogers 
— in  a  friend  and  politician  of  his  own  par- 
ty— the  excitement  from  the  cau=e  and  press 
of  excited  friends  to  his  room  was  too  much. 
"  No  ;"  he  said  '*  it  shall  not  be."     "  Let 
him  go."    Typhus  fever  succeeded  rapidly. 
He  died  within  a  week,    lie  was  first  in- 
terred at  Glens  Falls — later  his  ashes  were 
removed  to  the  burial-lot  of  his  brother, 
Dr.  Russell  Clark,  in  the  village  of  Sandy 
Hill,  N.  Y. 

Stephen-,  5th  son  of  Stephen  Clark,  died 
while  in  Middlebury,  Vt.  (where  he  had  en- 
tered college)  in  130-i,  aged  about  fifteen. 

*  Mrs.  Meech. 


GEN.  ORVILLE  CLARE:. 
BT  E.  D.  BAKER,  j  * 

Soon  after  his  advent  to  Sandy  Hill,  Mr. 
Clark,  by  his  natural  suavity  of  manner  and 
general  gentlemanly  deportment,  won  the 
respect  of  not  only  the  young  men  of  his 
own  age,  but  of  the  public  generally.  That 
enterprise  and  love  of  the  beautiful,  which 
were  characteristics  of  his  whole  life,  were 
early  developed.    A  neglected  dwelling,  or  a 
filthy  street,  he  could  never  tolerate,  and  all, 
that  departed  from  the  strictest   rules  of 
cleanliness  and  propriety  were  sure  to  meet 
with  unrestricted  condemnation  at  his  hands. 
He  was  soon  admitted  to  practice  in  what 
was  then  known  as  the  County  Court,  presi- 
ded over,  by  those  afterwards  eminent  jurists, 
Walworth,  Willard,  Cowen  and  others,  whose 
names  are  identified  with  the  jurisprudence 
of  our  County,  and  the  State,  which  was 
honored  by  their  legal  lore.    Soon  after  he 
was  admitted  to  the  County  bar,  Mr.  Clark 
was  engaged  in  a  trial  which  created  great 
interest  in  the  entire  community,  which  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  it  was  his  first  ef- 
fort, attracted  a  crowd  to  the  court-room. 
He  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way  in  the  trial 
when  all  became  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of 
his  client  in  selecting  the  young  lawyer  to 
manage  his  cause.    The  address  to  the  jury 
astonished  not  only  his  friends,  but  drew  up- 
on him  the  encomiums  of  the  older  members 
of  the  bar,  many  of  whom  had  few  peers 
and  few  equals  in  the  State.    From  this  Mr. 
Clark  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  was 
not  long  in  placing  himself  side  by  side  with 
the  veteran  practitioners  of  the  day,  and  not 
many  years  elapsed  before,  with  common 
consent,  he  took  his  stand  at  the  head  of  the 
bar  in  the  County,  and  his  fame  as  a  lawyer 
brought  him  clients  from  almost  every  sec- 
tion of  the  State. 

At  an  early  date  Mr.  C.  evinced  a  military 
talent  which  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  public  and  by  the  voice  of  the  people  he 
was  placed  in  one  position  after  another  un- 
til the  highest  military  honor  was  conferred 
upon  hiin  by  his  appointment  as  Maj.  Geu'l. 
His  love  for  the  military  soon  diverted  his 
attention  from  his  profession  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, but  it  was  not  until  after  many  years 
that  ho  abandoned  that  profession,  which 

•Former  Editor  of  the  Sand;  IfUl  Ilerahl — apolitical 
and  personal  frie ud  of  the  General. 
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hi3  talents  so  eminently  fitted  him  to  adorn, 
for  renewed  activity  in  other  branches  of 
business. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  one  gifted 
as  Gen'l  C.  could  long  escape  the  notice  of 
the  political  party  with  which  he  affiliated. 
His  political  addresses  were  plain,  convinc- 
ing, argumentative  and  truly  eloquent.  From 
his  first  advent  as  a  public  speaker  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  Gen'l  C.  took  an  active 
part  in  every  important  political  campaign. 
He  was  a  great  favorite  with  his  party  but 
if  possible  a  greater  favorite  with  the  mass- 
es, with  whom  he  had  a  greater  influence 
than  almost  any  other  man. 

When  his  popularity  was  approaching  its 
zenith,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  party 
Gen'l  0.  was  nominated  for  State  Senator,  at 
a  time  when  the  4th  Senatorial  District  corn- 
prised  one  eighth  of  the  State.  He  was  elect- 
ed by  tiie  largest  majority  ever  given  to  any 
candidate  in  the  district;  Soon  after  enter- 
ing upon  his  dunes  as  Senator,  he  became  pit- 
ted against  the  late  Samuel  Young,  one  oi 
the  most  eminent  statesmen  of  his  d<iy.  Al- 
tnougu  Gen'l  U.  and  Col.  Young  belonged  to 
the  same  political  party,  the  divisions  in  the 
party  placed  them  in  antagonism,  and  the 
friends  of  both  gentlemen  looked  forward 
witu  interest  to  the  time  when  they  should 
meet  to  contend  for  the  mastery,  and  when 
it  was  known  that  Gen'l  G.  was  to  address 
tiie  oenate  every  nook  and  corner  were  rilled 
to  repletion,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  a  more  masterly  forensic  effort 
was  never  listened  to  in  the  State.  The 
New  York  Herald,  in  alluding  to  the  speech, 
said-  "The  statesmanship  and  oratory  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  come 
down  to  the  Senate  of  New  York  " — Suffice 
it  to  say  Gen'l  G's.  victory  was  complete, 
and  the  "  Lion  of  the  Senate  "  was  forced  to 
yield  the  peerage  to  hu<  comparatively  youth- 
ful competitor.  With  such  a  reputation, 
Gen'l  C.  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
leading  members  of  his  party,  and  had  his 
ambition  been  equal  to  his  talents  he  might 
have  won  any  position  in  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Empire  State,  but  his  active  hab- 
its led  hini  into  ttie  more  practical  business 
of  life,  in  winch  he  was  at  times  eminently 
successful  and  at  others  unfortunate,  but 
from  the  latter  he  would  rise  to  renewed  exer- 
tion and  success. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  senatorial  term, 
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Gen'l  0.  turned  his  attention  to  rail-road 
matters.  It  wa3  mainly  through  his  efforts 
that  a  bill  was  passed  through  the  Ne.v  York 
legislature  authorizing  the  New  Yrork  Cen- 
tral Rail-Road  to  take  stock  in  the  Great 
Western  Railway  of  Canada,  which  hastened 
the  building  of  that  important  link  in  our 
great  western  thoroughfare. 

With  the  late  Gov.  Paine,  Gen'l  C  survey- 
ed a  route  through  Texas,  for  a  road  which  if 
completed  would  have  been  the  main  line  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  Rail-Road.  Through 
the  apathy  of  northern  capitalists  and  tne 
unsettled  state  of  the  money  market  nothing 
more  was  done  than  to  attract  attention  to 
what  must  eventually  be  tiie  only  sure  and 
secure  route  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  * 

From  Texas  Gen'l  C.  went  to  Iowa  to  take 
charge  of  tiie  improvement  of  the  Ues  Moines 
river.  Good  and  bad  fortune  alternated  with 
him  until  death  put  an  end  to  his  active  life.. 
Had  he  possessed  an  inordinate  love  of  mon- 
ey ne  might  have  amassed  a  fortune  ;  but  he 
was  liberal  to  a  fault  and  seemed  to  care 
nothing  for  money  save  obtaining  it,  and 
when  obtained  it  was  free  to  ail  who  sought 
it.  The  poor  never  asked  in  vain,  and  so 
long  as  he  had,  it  was  freely  given. 

He  had  but  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter  ;  the  latter  dying  at  tiie  age  of  26. 
Her  death  cast  a  blight  upon  the  fiuure  life 
of  the  doting  father;  he  mourned  for  her 
and  would  not  be  comforted. 

As  a  citizen  few  men  ever  numbered  more 
personal  friends.  His  refined  and  elegant 
taste  beautified  all  with  which  he  came  in 
contact,  and  the  beaati.ul  village  of  Sandy- 
Hill  still  bears,  and  will  for  years  to  come, 
bear  the  impress  of  his  cultivated  taste. 

The  sudden  death  of  Gen'l  Clark  while  on 
business  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  spread  a 
gloom  over  the  whole  community.  His  fu- 
neral was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of 
citizens  assembled  from  tiie  towns  and  villages 
adjacent.  It  was  truly  a  day  of  mourning, 
and  the  memory  of  tne  lamented  dead  will 
long  remain  green  in  the  hearts  of  tao^o  who 
knew  aud  loved  him. 

"  Died — At  DesMoinos,  the  capital  of  Iowa, 
Gen.  Orville  Olar*,  of  tiie  village  of  Sandy - 

*  There  is  a  vastiU-il  more  of  Information  in  tlio  lot- 
ten*  of  D.  W.  C.  Clin  k  in  r<--urU  to  i he  taxiM  it  It.  bu.v 
inosa,  ami  work  done there  than  giveu  lu<r»,  wUich  we 
res-  rve  for  the  promised  paper  on  Ueii.  D.  W.  C. 
Clark.  Ed. 
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Hill,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  19th 
of  March,  1862,  of  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
aged  til  years." 

The  ahove  announcement  by  Telegraph  .  . 

A  cheerful  face,  a  gladsome  presence,  an 
animated  and  useful  citizen  has  disappeared 
from  among  us.  The  untiring  advocate  of 
village  improvement,  the  beautiher  of  the 
waste  places,  the  adorner  of  neglected  locali- 
ties. To  him  a  tree  in  full  verdure  was  a  liv- 
ing presence,  a  shrub  or  ilovver  a  thing  of 
beauty,  and  he  has  done  more  than  any  other 
man  to  scatter  through  our  streets  their  afflu- 
ence of  summer  garniture.  For  long  years 
he  has  moved  among  us  the  vitalizing  and 
energetic  principal  of  every  active  enterprise. 
His  Heart  was  the  gushing  fountain  of  all 
kindly  feeling  —  his  friendships  were  un- 
changeable— uis  hand  open  as  day  to  melt- 
ing chanty — his  benevolence  measured  by 
las  WLsues  would  have  embraced  the  world. 

Gen.  Clark  was  indeed  a  remarkable  man. 
With  lew  advantages  of  early  education,  lit- 
tle or  no  classical  attainments,  by  persever- 
ance and  self  culture  he  ripened  into  respect- 
able scholarship.  He  entered  the  profession 
of  the  Law,  and  in  a  short  period  worked 
himself  up  to  a  prominent  position,  and  stood 
at  one  time  among  the  leading  men  of  the 
profession  in  Northern  New  York,  ile  was 
a  good  advocate  and  addressed  juries  with 
great  power  and  success,  aud  there  lay  his 
Birengili.  He  was  returned  to  the  Senate  of 
this  State  in  '43  and  then  and  tiiere  became 
a  leader  of  one  of  the  Democratic  sections. 
He  maintained  through  his  whole  Senatorial 
career  a  reputation  lor  talents,  skill  and 
adroitness  winch  gave  him  great  influence. 

is  the  la^t  but  one  of  that  noble  band 
of  brothers — the  suns  of  Stephen  Clark. 

He  had  his  faults — who  has  them  not  ? 
Perfect  purity  aud  entire  perfection  exist  not 
on  this  earth.  He  had  his  iauits,  but  they 
were  dwarfed  by  the  magnitude  of  his  vir- 
tues, and  lust  sight  of  aud  forgotten  in  the 
broad  lustre  of  his  good  deeds.  Of  all  the 
public  men  that  old  Washington  lias  pro- 
duced there  in  not  one  whose  life  embraced  a 
Widisr  circle  of  devoted  friends,  ur  Whose 
memory  will  be  cherished  longer  ;  aud  among 
ail  ol  ner  honored  nam<-s,  there  will  bo  none 
eu>iinued  higher  in  the  affections  of  the 
people  man  that  of  Orville  Clark. 

C.  ROGERS. 

•'Orville  Clark" (writes,  the  Rev.  —  Homer, 


in  1870)  "was  born  in  Mt.  Holly,  Vt.  m  June 
1801.  He  removed  in  1815,  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  They  stopped  on  the  way,  tnrough 
the  winter,  at  Oii  Creek,  Pa.,  where  Orvilie 
taught  the  winter  school."  This  young  school- 
master of  14}  years  "  finding  no  dithcuity 
in  governing  his  school  with  large  scholars 
much  older  than  himself;  the  only  scholars 
who  resisted  his  authority  being  his  younger 
brother,  Homer,  and  Norman,  an  orpuaa 
nephew  who^  lived  with  his  parents."  There 
were  no  advantages  for  edueauon  in  that 
new  country  (then  Portage,  Ohio,  wiiere  his 
father  settled)  but  "he  was  most  fortunate  in 
having  a  superior  instructor  in  his  orother 
Lyman,  who  was  an  elegant  and  accompani- 
ed scholar  of  tine  literary  tastes,  extensive 
reading  and  a  general  knowledge  of  men  aud 
the  affairs  of  the  country  and  of  life." 

"  After  the  death  of  his  parents,  in  1822, 
he  left  Ohio,  went  to  Glen  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  law  wit.i  Messrs. 
Bruce  &  Hay.  I  think  he  could  not  have  re- 
mained more  than  one  year  w.ieu  ue  enterei 
Mr.  Weston's  othce  at  Sandy  Hill,  witn 
whom  he  completed  his  studies  of  seven 
years,  which  was  then  the  time  required,  and 
entered  into  a  partnership  with  him,  which 
continued  while  Mr.  Weston  remained  in  tae 
practice  of  law. 

Mr.  Baker  knows  v/hat  his  reputation  was 
as  a  lawyer,  politician,  public  speaker  ;  active 
in  all  business  operations,  a  leading  conser- 
vative legislator,  a  far-seeing  comprenensive 
mind,  refined,  with  cultivated  intellect,  and 
kind,  generous  nature." 

He  married  Delia,  daughter  of  Hon.  Hen- 
ry C.  Martmdale  of  Wasnington  Co.,  N.  Y. 
They  had  a  sou  (Asauel)  and  daughter 
(Minnie,  or  Minerva).  Tae  sou  is  now  liv- 
ing at  Sandy  Hili,  N.  Y. 

From  a  ietter  of  D.  W.  C.  Clark  (Gen.) 
then  at  Brandon,  it  appears  Gen.  Orville  had 
a  little  dip  into  the  Canadian  Rebellion. 
He  went  at  least  by  way  of  Burlington  into 
Canada  to  offer  his  sympathy  and  aid. 

"  EEV  HOMER  J.  CLARK,  D.  D., 

one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Pittsburg  Con- 
!  ference,  now  m  session  in  this  place*  was 
born  at  Mt.  Holly,  Yt.  Dec.  15,  IbOii.  \Vu<  n 
he  was  12  years  old  his  parents  removeu  to 
New  Portage,  thea  included  in  Medina  Co., 
Ohio.  They  wort?  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  which  faith  he  wa>  care- 
fully educated,  and  so  deemed  was  tiio  lutlu- 

*  San<ij  Hill,  N.  Y. 
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ence  of  his  early  trainina,  that,  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  he  experienced  renewing  grace. 
In  his  17th  year  he  was  united  to  the  M.  E. 
Church,  two  years  afterwards  he  was  li- 
censed to  preach,  and  the  next  year  entered 
the  Ohio  Conference. 

At  the  close  of  his  first  year  in  the  itiner- 
ancy, he  took  a  located  relation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  college,  and  accordingly 
entered  the  Ohio  University,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  great  diligence  and  suc- 
cess, and  was  graduated  in  1829.  Being  re- 
admitted into  the  Ohio  Conference,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Pittsburg  Conference  and 
stationed  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  the 
next  year  was  elected  Professor  of  Mathemat- 
ics in  Madison  College,  having  also  charge  of 
the  Methodist  Society  in  Uniontown,  the  seat 
of  the  College.  In  1831,  he  commenced  ne- 
gotiations with  the  trustees  of  Alleghany 
College,  then  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  resulted  in  the 
transter  of  that  institution  to  the  M.  E. 
Church,  under  whose  direction  it  has  since 
had  a  nourishing  and  highly  successful  career. 
After  preaching  one  year  in  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  he  was  elected  to  the  vice  presidency 
of  Alleghany  College,  and  in  1836  elected, 
president.  He  continued  in  this  office  until 
1847,  when  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  he 
resigned  and  entered  upon  a  superannuated 
relation  for  three  years. 

In  1850,  having  recovered  his  health,  he 
was  appointed  to  Alleghany  City,  and  the 
next  year  to  Pittsburgh.  In  1852,  he  was 
elected  editor  of  the  "  Pittsburgh  Christian 
Advocate,"  and  the  term  expiring  in  1856, 
he  was  elected  Presiding  Elder  of  Pittsburgh 
District,  which  position  he  held  until  I860, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  field 
of  labor — Steubenville  District.  He  receiv- 
ed the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Transylvania 
University  in  1837.  In  the  various  relations 
which  he  has  sustained  to  the  church,  as  an 
educator,  and  as  an  executive  officer  and 
preacher,  he  has  for  many  years  shown  him- 
self eminently  trustworthy,  invariably  com- 
petent and  abundantly  successful.  [Sandy 
Hill  Herald.] 

Rev.  Homer  Clark  has  been  twice  married; 
children :  one  son  and  several  daughters. 
He  is  still  living,  (July,  1874)  at  Orville, 
Ohio,  and  reposes  in  his  green  old  age  in  the 
fame  of  having  been  an  eloquent  Methodist 
preacher. 

D.  W.  C.  Clark  writes  to  his  mother,  after 
1822,  from  Sandy  Hill,  of  the  death  of  Eli- 
jah Clark,  and  in  1826,  mentions  also  the 
widow  of  Elijah  Clark  as  being  or  residing 
there.  Elijah  Clark  (Mrs.  Meech  says)  wis 
an  uncle  of  her  husband  (Asahel)  brother  of 
Stephen,  his  father,  and  that  he  had  also 
another  uncle,  Timothy  Clark,  residing  in 
that  section  of  the  country,  and  it  was  his 


family  that  first  drew  the  family  of  Stephen 
Clark  that  way. 

We  would  also  acknowledge  indebtedness 
in  these  papers  to  Mrs.  Delia  M.  Clark,  and 
Mrs.  Susan  A.  (Clark)  Rogers  of  Sandy  Hill, 
N.  Y.,  and  to  Mrs.  W.  H.  Barker,  of  Burling- 
ton, Vt.,  granddaughters  of  Stephen  Clark. — 
Ed. 

Stephen  Tucker  was  a  prominent  citizen. 
He  was  town  clerk  4  years,  and  held  many 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  12 
years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  holding 
that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
an  honest  man,  and  an  upright  magistrate.  He 
died  Dec.  26,  1828,  aged  64  years. 

Dea.  Edmund  Bryant  was  one  of  the  solid, 
substantial  men  of  the  town  in  its  early  days. 
He  never  sought  political  preferment,  but  rath- 
er shunned  it;  and  yet  he  was  often  c;illed  to 
fill  positions  of  responsibility  in  town  affairs. 
He  was  most  prominent  in  religious  matters, 
and  devoted  his  energies  mainly  to  the  interesl 
of  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  one  of  its 
originators,  its  first  presiding  officer  and  its  first 
deacon,  and,  through  life,  one  of  its  main  sup- 
ports. He  died  Dec.  19,  1839,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  the  entire  community,  aged  71  years. 

Dea.  Isaac  Dickerman  was  many  years  a 
leading  citizen  of  the  town.  Of  him  it  may  be 
safely  said,  no  man  ever  enjoyed,  in  a  greater 
degree,  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  for  many  years  a  deacon  and  one 
of  the  main  pillars  of  the  Baptist  church.  He 
was  also  often  called  to  responsible  positions  in 
town  affairs — as  selectman,  lister,  Ac  He  wa3 
representative  4  years,  and  a  justice  of  the 
peace  some  10  or  1 2  years,  ne  was  emphatical- 
ly a  man  of  peace,  and  his  influence  was  always 
exerted  to  allay  strife  and  promote  harmony. 
He  died  Nov.  9,  1845,  aged  69  years. 

Hon.  Nathan  T.  Sprague  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Mt.  Holly,  and  for  many  years 
wielded  a  strong  influence  in  all  that  concerned 
the  town.  He  settled  hero  in  1310,  ami  enter- 
ed into  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  pros- 
ecuted successfully  during  nearly  his  entire  res- 
idence in  town,  lie  eventually  became  a  large 
landholder,  and  for  several  years  carried  on  the 
farming  business  somewhat  extensively.  Ho 
held  many  offices  of  tru^t  and  responsibility  in 
town.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  legisla- 
ture 7  years — was  delegate  to  the  constitutional 
convention  in  1828,  and  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  many  years. 

He  accumulated  a  large  property,  and  became 
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the  wealthiest  man  who  ever  resided  in  Mt. 

'Holly.  He  removed  to  Brandon,  Vt.,  in  1833, 
which  town  he  has  seveial  years  represented 
in  the  legislature,  and  since  his  residence  there 

'  he  has  for  several  years  held  the  office  of  assist- 
ant judge  of  the  county  court.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Brandon,  at  the  advanced  age  of  85 
years.    (1871.)— [Still  living,  1875— Ed.] 

Abel  Bishop  was  a  noted  schoolmaster  in 
the  early  history  of  the  town — was  one  of  the 
first  who  taught  school  in  town,  and  continu- 
ed to  act  in  that  capacity  for  20  years.  He 
was  representative  4  years,  and  for  some  years 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  left  town  in  1825 
and  removed  to  western  N.  Y.,  and  whether 
now  living  or  dead  is  not  known  to  the  writer. 

Many  others,  though  less  prominent  officially, 
deserve  to  have  their  names  recorded  as  pioneers 
in  the  settlement  of  the  town,  who  braved  the 
toils  and  hardships  of  the  wilderness,  and  con- 
quered homes  for  themselves  and  their  descend- 
ants, viz.  Thomas  and  Asa  "White,  Joseph, 
Bixby,  Abel  Farwell,  Job  Todd.  Aaron  Horton 
Asa  and  Jesse  Sawyer,  Jonas  Holden,  Abel 
Foster,  Edmund  and  James  Tarbell,  Enoch  and 
Daniel  Jaquith,  Phinehas  Carlton,  Royal, 
John,  George  and  Walter  Crowley,  Samuel 
Hosmer,  §now  Randall,  John  Chandler,  Win. 
and  Jacob  Earle,  William  Graves,  Isaac  Fish, 
Joseph  and  Benjamin  Frost.  John  Moors,  Zac- 
cheus  Prescott,  Jacob  White,  John  Randall,  Je- 
thro  Jackson,  John  and  Samuel  Russell,  Hoxey 
Barber,  David  Chatterton,  Pardon  Crandall, 
Perry  and  Alex'r  Wells.  Nathan  Doolittle,  Seth 
Livingston,  Elijah  Davenport,  Martin  Cole, 
Thomas  Davis,  Joseph  Kinnee,  and  probably 
others  whose  names  have  not  come  to  the 
.knowledge  of  the  writer.  Many  of  those  above 
named,  as  well  as  those  heretofore  mentioned 
as  first  settlers,  have  children  and  other  direct 
descendants  now  living  in  town. 

There  are  eleven  farms  in  town  which  are 
still  owned  aud  occupied  by  the  direct  descend- 
ants of  the  original  settlers.  The  present  own- 
ers are  as  follows,  viz.  Alfred  Crowley,  grand- 
son of  Abraham  Crowley;  Akin  Holden  and 
Marvel  J.  Holden,  grandsons  of  Jonas  Holden; 
Darius  Horton,  grandson  of  Aaron  Horton  ; 
Merritt  0.  Hammond,  grandson  of  Jedediah 
Hammond;  Mordecai  Dawley,  grandson  of 
Perry  G.  Dawley,  Sen'r.;  William  W.  Foster, 
grandson  of  Abel  Foster;  Allen  Ives,  sou  of 
Ebcnezer  Ives  ;  Leumas  Tucker,  grandson  of 
Stephen  Tucker ;  Stillmaa  Tucker,  sou  of  Jo- 
seph Tucker  ;  Henry  Smith,  grandson  of  Ed- 
mund Bryant. 


LONGEVITY. 

The  following  named  persons  have  died  in 
this  town,  aged  90  years  and  upwards : 

Hannah  Crowley  died  Aug.  25,  1839,  aged  91 
years  and  4  months;  Royal  Crowley  d.  May  8, 
1856,  set  90  y.  9  ms  ;  Ichabod  G.  Clark  d.  Sept. 
10,  1847,  ast  93  y.  ;'  Sarah  Cook  d.  Aug.  25, 

1861,  a3t  95  y.  ;  Hannah  Dodge  d.  Oct.  10, 
1852,  act  95  y.  8  ms. ;  Mary  Foster  d.  Dec.  18, 

1862,  3dt  100  y.  3  ms. ;  Sarah  Holden  d.  April 
23,  1856,  ast  99  y.  3  ms. ;  Joseph  Pollard  d. 
Feb.  21,  1871,  set  91  y.  5  ms.  i  Eunice  Priest 
d.  Sept.  20,  1856,  83t  90  y. ;  Sila3  Proctor  d. 
Dec.  26,  1S45,  aet  95  y. ;  Alexander  Wells  d. 
Nov.  2,  1866,  set  91  y.  8  ms. ;  Lucina  White  d. 
Sept.  1,  1845,  a3t  90  y.  - 

Samuel  Lander  was  the  first  adult  person  who 
died  in  this  town.  His  death  was  caused  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  set  in  a  corn- 
field for  the  destruction  of  bears. 

The  first  child  born  in  town  was  a  daughter 
of  Amos  Ives. 

The  first  male  child  born  in  town  was  Perry 
G.  Dawley,  Jr.,  who  is  still  living  (1873)  at  the 
advanced  age  of  90  years,  and  resides  within  50 
rods  of  the  place  where  he  was  born.  Joseph 
Haskel,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  is  still  living, 
at  the  age  of  93  years. 

There  are  at  present  (1873)  residing  in  town 
six  persons  over  80  years  of  age. 

CASUALTIES. 

In  1825  Mr.  Lyman  Dickerman,  one  of  the 
early  settlers;  and  a  most  estimable  citizen,  was 
instantly  killed  by  being  thrown  from  his  car- 
riage— his  horse  taking  fright  while  descending 
a  steep  hill.    His  age  was  about  60. 

In  18 —  Silas  Proctor,  Jr.,  was  killed  by  a 
falling  limb,  while  felling  a  tree  in  the  woods. 
The  next  year  Judson  Chilson,  a  young  man, 
came  to  his  death  in  the  same  manner. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1852,  Silas  E.  Cole 
was  drowned  in  Randall's  pond,  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town.  He,  in  company  with  Miss 
Tamar  Pratt,  started  out  for  a  ride  on  the  water 
in  a  small  skiff:  after  rowing  some  30  rods  from 
the  shore,  by  some  unskilful  management  the 
boat  was  upset,  and  both  were  precipitated  in- 
to the  water.  Tho  accident  was  witnessed  by 
people  on  shore,  and  Mr.  D.  L.  Dawley,  now 
hotel  keeper  at  Hydeville,  Vt.,  hastily  threw 
ofl'  his  outer  garments,  and  plunged  into  the 
water,  and,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  his  life,  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  the  young  lady  ;  but  Cole  Dot 
being  a  swimmer,  was  drowsed.  He  was  about 
22  years  of  age,  aud  universally  respected. 
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In  April,  1S53,  a  little  son  of  Leander  Derby, 
Esq.,  was  found  drowned  in  the  flume  of  his 
father's  tannery.  He  was  5  years  old,  and  the 
only  child  of  his  parents. 

In  April,  1S65,  Mr.  Charles  Kimball,  while 
engaged  in  throwing  down  an  old  building,  was 
fatally  injured  by  being  struck  on  the  head  by. 
a  falling  timber,  and  died  in  about  one  hour. 
His  age  was  about  42. 

During  the  great  freshet  in  October,  1869, 
while  Mrs.  Esther  Bixby,  wife  of  J.  J.  Bixby, 
was  standing,  in  company  witn  her  little  son,  a 
few  feet  west  of  the  bridge  at  the  outlet  of  Ran- 
dall's pond,  watching  her  husband  and  A.  C. 
Randall,  Esq..  who  were  attempting  to  save 
some  lumber,  the  ground  suddenly  gave  way 
beneath  their  feet,  and  they  were  both  precipit- 
ated into  the  seething  current  below,  and  car- 
ried rapidly  down  stream.  The  accident  was 
witnessed  by  the  two  men,  who  immediately 
started  to  the  rescue,  and  succeeded  in  saving 
Mrs.  Bixby.  After  being  carried  some  30  rods 
down  stream,  she  had  the  presence  of  mind  to 
seize  hold  of  an  overhanging  bush,  to  which 
she  clung  till  rescued  by  her  husband.  The 
boy  was  carried  some  20  rods  further  down  j 
stream  and  drowned.  He  was  about  8  years 
old,  and  an  only  child. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  June,  1870,  a 
frightful  railroad  accident  occurred  in  this  town 
by  which  six  men  lost  their  lives.  Some  half 
mile  westward  of  the  Summit  station  is  an  em- 
bankment some  12  or  15  feet  high.  Through 
this  is  a  narrow  culvert  for  the  passage  of  a 
small  rivulet  which  makes  down  from  the  hills 
on  the  north.  This  stream  ordinarily  contains 
but  little  water,  and  in  time  of  drought  scarcely 
any :  but  it  is  capable  of  being  swelled  to  a 
fierce  mountain  torrent,  by  a  powerful  rain  : 
such  a  rain  occurred  the  day  and  night  preced- 
ing the  accident. 

About  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  day 
named,  a  train  consisting  of  an  engine,  tender, 
and  one  express  car,  containing  about  thirty 
passengers,  started  from  the  summit  station, 
moving  toward  Rutland.  The  little  stream, 
during  the  night,  had  become  a  torrent — the 
culvert  became  choked  with  flood-wood  and 
drift,  so  as  to  seriously  impede  the  passage  of 
the  water,  which  forced  its  way  around  the 
stone-work,  washing  out  the  base  of  the  em- 
bankment, which  was  composed  of  sandy,  grav- 
elly soil,  for  the  space  of  somo  20  feet,  leaving  a 
portion  of  earth  above,  and  the  ties  and  rails 
in  their  proper  position,  so  that  the  engineer 
taw  no  trouble  ahead.    The  engine  had  passed 


over  so  far  that  the  trucks  nearly  rested  on  the 
solid  road-bed,  when  the  track  sunk  so  that  the 
engine  was  left  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees ;  the 
tender  sank  to  the  bottom  of  the  chasm,  and 
the  express  car  was  thrown  entirely  ov*.r  it, 
smashing  the  cab,  and  driving  up  to  the  very 
mouth  of  the  fire-box — the  hind  truck  resting 
on  grade,  while  the  forward  end  was  some  4  or 
5  feet  below.  The  passengers  were  in  the  for- 
ward end  of  the  car,  and  about  midway  was  a 
light  partition,  in  the  rear  of  which  was  the 
express  matter.  As  the  car  pitched  into  the 
chasm  and  struck  the  engine,  the  partition  gave 
way,  and  barrels,  boxes  and  bundles  were 
precipitated  down  upon  the  people  in  the  for- 
ward end  of  the  car — at  the  same  time  the  end 
i#">r  in  front  was  burst  open,  and  the  hot  steam 
from  the  boiler  came  rushing  into  the  car, 
blinding  and  scalding  the  passengers,  many  of 
whom  were  disabled  by  injuries  or  wedged  in 
among  the  debris  of  the  express  matter. 

Nearly  every  person  in  the  car  was  more  or 
less  injured  by  scalding  or  otherwise.  The 
engineer,  the  fireman,  and  one  other  man  who 
was  riding  on  the  engine,  were  instantly  killed, 
and  three  others  afterwards  died  from  the  effects 
of  burns  and  other  injuries,  and  twelve  others 
were  severely  burnt,  or  otherwise  injured,  who 
finally  recovered. 

BY  MRS.  SARAHETT  PACKER  BULL. 
REV.  DANIEL  PACKER, 

Now  residing  in  Mt.  Holly,  has  held  a  prom- 
inent position  in  the  Baptist  denomination  over 
fifty  years — for  36  years  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  in  the  town  in  which  he  resides. 
The  simple  facts,  some  of  which  I  have  gath- 
ered from  his  own  lips,  will  be  perused  with  in- 
terest by  many. 

Daniel  Packer  was  born  in  Guilford,  Vt., 
Sept.  23,  1786.  His  father  was  of  English 
descent :  though  it  may  be  added  "  that  a 
member  of  the  Packer  family  upon  a  late  visit 
to  Europe,  found  hi  Paris  what  he  believed  to 
be  strong  evidence  of  the  French  origin  of  this 
family."  But  this,  to  say  the  least,  is  very 
doubtful. 

His  father  was  a  man  of  mark.  lie  married 
Molly  Green,  daughter  of  Joseph  Green,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  living  in  Loyden,  Mass.,  and  ma- 
ny of  the  principal  families  in  Guilford  cla  me  I 
James  Packer  as  their  groat  progenitor,  while 
his  wife  and  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  skei 
was  a  lady  superior  to  many  of  her  day,  nnd 
instructed  with  great  care  her  family  in  ti  :• 
ties  aud  responsibilities  of  the  Christian  . 
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And  may  we  not  conclude,  that  the  Christian 
fidelity  of  the  parents  was,  under  God,  the  occa- 
sion of  the  early  conversion  of  all  their  children. 
Thus  was  he  early  the  subject  of  divine  grace. 
Though  my  father  did  not  publicly  put  on  Christ 
at  so  early  an  age  as  some  other  members  of  the 
family,  yet,  when  once  enlisted,  his  whole  soul 
and  energies  in  whatever  work  presented  itself 
were  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 

In  the  year  J  807  he  felt  his  duty  to  follow 
his  Lord  and  Master  into  a  watery  grave,  and 
at  that  time  united  with  the  Baptist  church  in 
Guilford,  and  went  on  his  way  rejoicing  in 
hope.  He  also  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  spirit- 
ual condition  of  his  fellow-men,  and  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  stand  on  Zion's  walls  and  proclaim 
a  redeeming  Saviour.  But  a  profound  sense  of 
his  unfitness,  while  the  conviction  pressed  heav- 
ily, restrained  him  from  making,  for  a  time,  his 
feelings  known.  "  But,"  says  he,  "  as  I  retired 
to  my  accustomed  place  for  secret  prayer,  God 
brought  me  fully  into  '  the  liberty  wherewith 
Christ  makes  free,'  ''  and  he  felt  no  longer 
doubting  as  to  the  character  of  his  exercises,  or 
his  duty  publicly  to  magnify  the  erace  which 
alone  had  wrought  his  deliverance  from  doubt. 

"  The  command  was  imperative;  I  dare  not 
disobey.  I  disclosed  to  my  wife  my  decision 
and  my  purposes.  The  burden  was  removed, 
and  God  was  able  to  direct  and  support  me." 
Though  his  advantages  for  literary  attainments 
at  that  time  were  limited,  he  was  obliged  to 
cultivate  the  talant  God  had  given  him;  con- 
sequently his  labors  were  much  more  arduous  ; 
but  being  a  man  of  vigorous  mind,  resolute  will 
and  strong  common  sense,  he  was  not  easily 
foiled  in  his  purposes.  In  the  summer  of  1810 
he  began  to  preach  not  only  in  the  towns  ad- 
joining, but  in  the  town  where  he  resided. 
Sometimes  he  held  meetings  in  his  father's 
barn  in  Guilford,  as  there  was  no  meetinghouse 
in  that  part  of  the  town.  He  felt,  however, 
that  God  had  a  nobler  and  broader  field  than 
opened  for  him  in  that  place.  His  great  and 
generous  heart  extended  its  sympathies  beyond 
his  parental  home,  to  minister  to  them  whom 
God  had  in  store  for  him.  lie  came  northerly, 
through  Rockingham,  stopped  at  Klder  Balser's, 
who  had  a  word  of  cheer  and  kind  hospitality 
for  the  wanderer ;  thence  through  Windham 
and  Manchester,  preaching  at  the  last  named 
place  ;  thence  to  West  Dorset,  where  he  spent 
the  sabbath — so  on  through  Danby  and  Wal- 
lingford  to  Mt.  Holly.  Stopping  first  at  Deacon 
Isaac  Dicker  man's,  he  made  known  to  him  his 
mission.    The  good  deacon  vays  to  him,  "  We 


had  a  young  man  here  last  sabbath  to  preach  to 
us  on  trial — he  was  not  right;  he  did  not  give 
us  gospel  doctrine."  He  says,  "  I  replied  to 
him  in  this  wise :  it  is  not  best  to  be  in  haste 
choosing  for  God's  service."  But  the  Deacon 
insisted  he  should  remain  over  night,  and  tiiey 
would  have  an  evening  meeting  at  his  house. 
But  he  said  to  him,  your  people  are  so  scattered 
it  would  be  impossible  to  get  them  here :  but 
they  assured  him  of  no  failure  on  that  ground, 
and  he  finally  concluded  to  remain,  and  preach- 
ed to  a  well  filled  house.  It  being  thanksgiv- 
ing week,  they  insisted  he  must  remain  through 
the  week,  and^-preach  upon  that  day  After 
much  consultation,  he  concluded  to  do  so,  and 
remained  even  two  weeks  longer,  and  preached 
several  times,  it  seems  the  hand  of  God  was 
in  the  work,  and  he  had  found  the  part  of 
the  vineyard  wherein  he  must  labor.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consult  with  him.  They 
did  so,  assuring  him  $  100,00  a  year,  and  a 
house  for  his  family. 

March  11,  1811,  he  returned  with  his  wife  t^ 
this  field  of  labor,  and  settled  as  their  pastor 
The  Baptist  church  at  that  time  numbered  onl} 
23  members — but  12  resident  members.  July 
2,  1811,  a  council  was  convened  to  ordain  him 
The  services  were  held  in  an  orchard  back  of 
the  hotel  kept  at  that  time  by  Dr.  Clark.  El- 
der Leland  preached  the  ordination  sermon. 
Dr.  Jonathan  Going  gave  the  right  hand  of  fel- 
lowship. Elders  Harrington  and  Mucallah  were 
present  and  took  part  in  the  services.  There 
was  an  immense  concourse  of  people  present. 

Soon  after  this  the  seed  sown  began  to  spring 
up.  The  refreshing  shower  of  grace  continued 
through  the  summer,  and  fifty  souls  were  added 
that  season.  The  church  walking  in  the  peace 
of  God,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
were  edified. 

In  1815  they  erected  a  meeting-house  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town.  The  Lord  immediately 
filled  and  sanctified  their  new  house  of  worship 
with  his  presence  ;  and,  with  the  many  addi- 
tions and  removals  to  other  towns — for,  within 
twelve  months  three  churches  were  set  off  to 
other  towns  adjoining — an  uncommon  measure 
of  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  was  pour- 
ed upon  the  church  ;  members  were  greatly 
quickened  in  their  spiritual  affections,  and  the 
standard  of  piety  in  their  body  generally  much 
elevated.  As  a  result  the  convicting  and  con- 
verting power  of  the  Most  High  was  signally 
manifested,  and  crowds  of  anxious  sinners,  for 
days  in  succession,  pressed  their  way  to  the 
mercy -seat,  and  each  year  brought  forth  its 
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fruits  mete  for  repentance,  until  the  church  in 
a  few  years  numbered  over  480  members.  God 
blessed  his  labors  abundantly.  The  pastor's 
•work  was  not  wholly  confined  to  this  church. 
He  was  often  called  to  other  towus  to  do  min- 
isterial duties.  Those  that  had  gone  out  from 
this  flock  were  attached  to  their  first  shepherd, 
and  he  was  called  to  minister  to  them  in  times 
of  prosperity  as  well  as  in  affliction.  His  gen- 
erous heart  yearned  towards  them  :  they  were 
like  children  to  him  :  they  had  grown  up,  tem- 
porally as  well  as  spiritually,  under  his  kind 
ministrations.  The  good  seed  sprang  up  and 
sealed  his  ministry,  giving  him  souls  for  his  hire, 
and  he  was  living — the  purpose  of  his  whole 
soul — to  do  with  his  might  what  his  hands 
found  to  do,  whether  his  days  should  be  many 
or  few. 

During  the  pastorate  in  Mt.  Holly  of  nearly 
40  years,  he  baptized  over  1600  persons,  which 
we  trust  will  be  as  stars  in  the  crown  of  his 
rejoicing,  when  God  makes  up  his  jewels. 
Though  very  liberal  to  other  denominations, 
he  was  firm  as  the  rock  of  ages  in  following  the 
commands  of  our  Saviour.  He  took  the  Bible 
as  his  guide  and  stand-point — Jesus  as  his  sup- 
port ;  all  of  which  failed  not  to  interest  and 
awaken  the  careless  and  unconcerned.  He  gave 
to  God  the  praise,  to  God  the  victory.  It  may  be 
said  of  this  now  father  in  Israel,  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  great  missionary 
operations  of  the  day.  Always — unless  hind- 
ered by  sickness  in  his  family,  or  otherwise — he 
has  attended  the  Baptist  Anniversaries,  Associ- 
ations, Conventions,  and  the  several  gatherings 
for  the  promulgation  of  truth,  and  has  ever 
been  ready  with  willing  hand  and  heart  to  aid 
every  good  word  and  work  for  the  cause  of 
Christ.  We  feel  that  God  has  rewarded  him  in 
his  labors  of  love.  He  has  sometimes  lost,  fi- 
nancially— once,  nearly  all  his  earthly  effects: 
but  for  all  that  his  trust  in  God  wavered  not, 
nor  were  the  hungry  permitted  to  go  from  his 
door  without  a  blessing  and  welcome  from  his 
scanty  store. 

Those  fifty  years  were  not,  however,  without 
their  sometimes  harmful  teachings.  The  heart 
of  this  Christian  soul  was  tried  iu  the  furnace 
of  affliction,  but  not  found  wanting.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  a  wife  and  four  children.  Death 
claimed  first  tho  eldest,  a  daughter,  and  in  a 
few  short  months  the  companion  of  his  joys 
and  sorrows  was  taken.  She  had  helped  to 
bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  in  liis  ear- 
ly life,  and  took  none  tho  less  upon  her  in  later 
life.    Her  maiden  name  was  Jemma  Jowett 


I  She  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Jewett,  then  resid- 
ing in  Putney.  She  was  a  worker  in  her  if  as- 
ter's vineyard.  Her  teachings  and  examplary 
life  were  not  in  vain  in  the  church  with  whom 
she  walked,  and  were  the  means  of  effecting 
much  good.  She  was  truly  the  pastor's  help. 
She  came  with  him  to  his  new  home  ;  she  help- 
ed to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  nourish  the  sick, 
and  rejoice  with  those  that  rejoiced,  and  weep 
with  those  that  wept.  She  lived  a  peaceful  life, 
and  died  a  triumphant  death.  And  then,  again, 
in  less  than  two  short  but  perilous  years,  that 
silent,  unwelcome  messenger  again  knocked 
at  the  door  of  our  hearts,  and  took  our  only 
brother,  the  pride  and  hope  of  us  all.  It  was  a 
severe  blow  to  our  minister  father  to  give  up 
his  young  son  preparing  for  the  ministry.  But 
he  was  a  devoted  Christian  who  was  called, 
over  ready  and  willing  to  obey  his  Master's 
summons.  God  had  a  higher  and  nobler  pur- 
pose for  him. 

I  speak  of  these  light  afflictions,  which  are 
but  for  a  season,  to  show  that  this  long  tried 
pilgrim  has  had  his  path  threaded  with  shad- 
ows as  well  as  with  sunshine.  Though  now  too 
much  enfeebled  for  active  duties,  his  mind  is 
active.  Though  the  temporal  light  is  fading 
from  his  eye,  we  trust  the  spiritual  light  is 
growing  brighter,  and  not*  far  distant  the  day 
when  he  will  not  only  see  face  to  face  the  loved 
ones  gone  before,  but  he  will  find  rest — "  rest 
for  the  weary  soul though  nerer  weary  iu 
his  Master's  cause,  and  reap  a  rich  reward  for 
his  labors  of  love. 

[Since  the  above  was  received,  Mrs.  Bull, 
daughter  of  Elder  Packer,  writes:] 

"Peacefully  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  June 
30."  (1873.)  "I  said  to  him,  'Father,  you 
are  just  waiting  at  the  door.'  4  Yes,  my  child, 
Jesus  is  ready  to  receive  me.'  "  His  sickness 
was  brief.  Disease  had  struggled  for  months 
to  rivet  its  hold  upon  his  feeble  body;  but  it 
resisted,  with  the  aid  of  his  masterly  energy  and 
strong  will,  until  three  weeks  previous  to  his 
death.  Though  suffering  most  of  the  time, 
nothing  escaped  his  lips  but  gratitude  and 
thanks.  Each  day,  as  friends  from  far  and  near 
thronged  to  catch  one  more  word  of  cheer,  with 
smiles  brightening  up  that  dear  old  face,  his 
hand  and  heart  went  out  to  them. 

'His  funeral  was  at  the  north  church,  July 
2d.  Though  remodeled,  from  the  associations 
of  many  years  it  had  always  been  a  sacred  spot 
to  him,  Tho  desk  and  orchestra  were  heavily 
draped.     His  slip  was  completely  shrouded. 
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A  beautiful  display  of  flowers,  the  autumn 
leaves  aDd  ripened  grain,  arranged  in  different 
forms,  served  as  a  symbol  of  the  life  thus  pass- 
ed '  as  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripened  in  its  sea- 
son.' The  church  -was  filled  to  its  utmost,  and 
the  congregation  was  composed  mostly  of  aged 
people.  As  they  lived  in  that  day  the  preced- 
ing sixty  years,  the  tear,  the  silvered  heads, 
bowed  in  sweet  tribute  of  respect  to  his  mem- 
ory, evidenced  how  well  they  had  revered  aud 
loved  their  old  pusior. 

"Revs.  J.  C.  Farrar,  "Wright  and  Clement  of- 
ficiated at  his  funeral — Rev.  Mr.  Farrar  preach- 
ing impressively  from  Ps.  xvii,  15.  He  was 
buried  iu  the  church-yard  near  his  loved  home, 
the  dear  body  being  lowered  into  the  grave  by 
his  son  and  three  sons-in-law.  He  had  almost 
attained  his  87th  year." 


THE  INVALID'S  REQUEST. 

5  BY  M.  A.  DJCKERM  AN,  * 

Open  wide  the  window,  Mary,  the  blinds  wide  open  fling, 
And  draw  me  gently  thither  where  the  genial  breath  of 
Spring 

May  fan  my  throbbing  temple  and  cool  my  burning 
brow, 

And  kiss  away  the  fever  on  my  cheek  so  burning  now. 

Let  me  gaze  upon  the  nfjdure — earth's  richest  carpet 
spread 

For  the  thoughtless  myriads  who  on  her  bosom  tread  ; 
0!  could  they  see  the  beauties  which  in  that  verdure 
lie, 

Twould  kindle  admiration  iu  each  beholder's  eye. 

Let  me  look  upon  the  flowrets,  though  scarcely  to  be 
seen, 

Emblems  of  humility,  peeping  up  from  'mid  the  green 
Telling  us  of  purity, — with  what  eloquence  they  speak; 
As  in  their  silent  language  they  exhort  us  to  be  meek. 

Let  me  gaze  upon  the  forest,  in  vernal  tints  arrayed, 
Now  varied  and  commingling,  like  the  artist's  light  and 
shade : 

0!  I  love  to  look  upon  them — those  sturdy  monarch 
trees, 

That  bid  defiance  to  the  blast,  but  gently  greet  the 
breeze. 

Let  my  eyes  behold  the  mountains,  those  bulwarks 
strong  and  old, 

Stupendously  uprearing,  as  if  guarding  some  strong- 
hold: 

Bat  my  mental  vision  wanders,  nor  ceases  it  to  roam, 
Till  it  rests  on  that  loved  object — my  own  Green  Moun- 
tain home. 

Let  mo  listen  to  the  ripple  of  the  gently  murmuring 
rill, 

As  joyously  it  glides  along,  meandering  at  will; 

Reminding  us  of  life, — as  it  hastens  to  its  g  nl. 

The  mighty  deep  receives  its  trust — Eternity,  the  soul. 

Let  me  listen  to  the  warblers  as  they  peal  their  merry 
notes, — 


As  strains  of  richest  melody  gush  from  their  tiny 
throats ; 

So  happy  and  so  joyous  they  buoy  my  spirits  up, 
And  cause  me  for  a  moment  to  forget  my  bitter  cup. 

Ye3,  draw  me  to  the  window  where  the  balmy  breath  of 
Spring 

May  kiss  away  the  teardrops,  sad  thoughts  are  wont  to 
bring; 

And  earth  in  vernal  splendor  shall  my  thoughta  from 
sadness  win, 

As  I  gaze  upon  the  landscape,  and  drink  its  beauties  in 
May,  1864. 

*  A  native  of  Mt.  Holly.  These  lines  were  sent  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  well  known  establishment  for  in- 
valids, at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  some  ten  years  since;  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  has  escaped  us.  The  writer 
was,  we  think,  a  young  lady  patient  in  the  institution. 


MOUNT  TABOR. 

BY  GIDEON  S,  TABOR,  ESQ. 

The  town  of  Mt.  Tabor  is  situated  in  the  S.  E. 
corner  of  Rutland  county  ;  bounded  N.  by  Wal- 
lingford  and  Mt.  Holly,  E.  by  "Weston.  S.  by  Peru 
and  Dorset,  and  W.  by  Danby.  It  was  chartered 
Aug.  28,  1761,  and  was  one  of  Gov.  Wentworm 
of  New  Hampshire's  charters,  by  the  name  of 
Harwick,  to  Jonathan  Willard  and  60  others, 
in  the  usual  form  of  charters,  to  contain  6  miles 
square.  This  township  lies  principally  on  the 
Gret-n  Mountains — nearly  two-thirds  of  it  yet  in 
a  primeval  state,  with  the  exception  of  some 
entries  for  lumbering  purposes;  the  west  side, 
however,  lies  in  the  valley  of  Otter  Creek,  and 
furnishes  some  excellent  intervale  lauds.  Otter 
Creek  runs  about  five  miles  in  this  town  ;  the 
Rutland  and  Bennington  railroad  about  the  same 
distance.  Danby  railroad  station  is  in  Mt.  Ta- 
bor. The  road  from  Manchester  to  Rutland  run3 
about  2  miles  through  the  S.  W.  corner  of  this 
town — thence  into  Danby.  running  within  SO 
rods  of  the  town  line  between  Danby  aud  Mt. 
Tabor,  the  entire  length  of  said  line.  The 
inhabitants  living  in  Danby.  on  said  road,  own 
the  lands  to  the  mountain  in  this  town,  which 
materially  lessens  our  population.  We  find 
no  record  of  any  inhabitants  in  this  town  of 
earlier  date  than  1782;  but  there  were  prob- 
ably settlers  here  as  early  as  iu  any  town  in 
this  vicinity. 

This  town  was  organized  March  17.  1733, 
Gideon  Tabor,  moderator;  John  Jenkins,  town 
clerk;  John  Stafford,  John  Jenkins  and  Gide- 
on Baker,  selectmen;  Jonathan  Wood,  trea& 
uror;  Klihu  Allen,  constable  and  collector; 
Giles  Wing  and  John  Stafford,  listers.  For 
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petit  jury,  Eeloved  Carpenter,  Gideon  Tabor, 
Giles  "Wing,  Jonathan  Wood,  John  Stafford  and 
Gideon  Baker. 

There  was  another  town  meeting,  May  28, 
17S8,  at  which  it  was  voted  that  an  immediate 
estimation  be  made  of  the  property ;  also  a 
tax  of  £  5  to  be  made  out  and  collected  in 
grain,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  laying  out 
roads,  purchasing  books,  and  paying  other  nec- 
essary expenses. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  the  freemen  was  as 
follows:  Eiihu  Allen,  Gideon  Tabor,  Gideon 
Baker,  Matthew  Randall,  Jr.,  Giles  Wing,  Eenj- 
Comwel.l,  Beloved  Carpenter,  Jonathan  Wood, 
Stately  Stafford,  Edward  Corban,  John  Stafford, 
Elijah  Gary,  Jacob  Wheeler,  Jr.,  Stephen  Hill, 
Palmer  Stafford,  Samuel  Quitman  and  Daniel 
Sherman:  17  recorded  at  the  date  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

I  found  a  certificate  .among  my  father's  old 
papers,  of  the  election  of  Gideon  Tabor  as  rep- 
resentative of  the  town  of  Harwick,  in  1788, 
signed  by  John  Jenkins,  town  clerk — the  Leg- 
islature to  convene  at  Westminster. 

The  name  of  this  town  was  changed  from 
Harwick  to  Mt.  Tabor,  in  1803.  The  change 
was  made  in  consequence  of  there  being  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Hardwick  in  this  State, 
which  caused  miscarriage  of  mail  matter.  This 
town  has  never  had  any  postoffice  within  its 
limits,  but  depends  on  Danby  and  Weston. 

A  part  of  Bromley,  (now  Peru)  200  rods 
wide,  east  and  west,  and  6  miles  long,  was 
annexed  to  1ft.  Tabor  in  1805,  and  remained 
with  Mt.  Tabor  20  years,  and  then  was  an- 
nexed to  Dorset.  That  strip  contained  about 
14  families. 

There  is  a  natural  pond  on  the  top  of  the 
Green  Mountain,  on  the  town  line  between  Mt. 
Tabor  and  Peru;  said  line  running  through  the 
centre  of  said  pond.  From  this  pond  flows  a 
stream  called  the  Big  Branch,  which  runs  north 
about  3  £  miles  to  a  lumber  mill  built  about 
1*54  by  F.  M.  Button — now  owned  by  Jenkins 
&  Hackett;  thence,  west  by  south,  to  Otter 
Creek  east  of  Danby  Borough.  The  whole  dis- 
tance of  the  Big  Branch  is  about  7  miles.  This 
stream  has  on  it  5  lumber  mills,  a  tannery  and  j 
cheese-box  factory,  a  stave  and  a  clapboard  ma- 
chine. There  is  another  mill  stream  in  the  east 
part  of  this  town,  which  is  the  head  of  West 
River,  and  has  two  lumber-mills  on  it.  in  this  | 
town.  Then.'  is  also  a  null  stream  thai  empties 
into  the  Big  Branch  :tt  the  Button  niiil,  and  has 
a  lumber  mill  on  it  which  was  first  built  by  Si- 
las  Barrett,  and  now  owned  by  John  B.  St. 


Mars  ;  and  a  lumber  mill  on  the  Green  Moun- 
tain stream,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town, 
owned  by  James  P.  Griffith,  which  does  a  good 
business.  There  was  a  road  laid  out  and  built 
through  Mt.  Tabor  from  Danby  Borough  to 
Weston,  about  IS  12  or  '15.  About  this  date 
several  families  were  settled  in  the  east  pare  of 
this  town.  The  first  of  them  wa3  Samuel  Fos- 
ter, father  of  Asa  B.  Foster,  Esq.,  formerly  of 
Weston — now  of  Pittsford. 

The  first  Proprietors'  Meeting  was  warned 
by  William  Fox  of  Wallingford,  and  hoiden  in 
August,  1805 — William  Fox,  Esq..  moderator, 
Gideon  Tabor,  Esq.,  proprietors'  clerk ;  at  which 
it  was  voted  to  allot  the  town,  and  that  Jona- 
than Parker,  David  Steel  and  Gideon  Tabor 
should  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  al- 
lotting. 

It  was  voted,  moreover,  to  give  David  Steel, 
Esq.,  a  strip  500  rods  wide  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town  for  16  original  proprietors'  shares  thai  he 
owned.  The  remainder  was  allotted  in  1507; 
the  Governor's  lot  was  chartered  in  the  S.  W. 
corner  of  the  town.  This  town,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Steel's  500  rods  cliff,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor's 500  acre  lot,  was  run  out  into  9o  lets 
— two  lots  to  each  proprietor's  share  ;  desig- 
nated by  ranges  and  numbers,  and  first  and 
second  division  lots.  One  share  was  for  the 
incorporated  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  one  share  for  a  Glebe 
for  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  estab- 
lished ;  one  share  for  the  first  settled  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  and  one  share  for  the  benefi:  of 
a  school  in  said  town. 

About  3000  acres  of  the  best  part  c:  the 
town,  including  the  Governor's- lot  in  the  valley 
of  Otter  Creek,  was  first  settled,  and  titles  ob- 
tained by  pitches  and  vendue  sales  for  taxes. 
It  was  ascertained  in  1857,  by  running  the 
town  line  between  Danby  and  Mt.  Tabor.  that 
parties  claiming  under  Danby  had  crowiej  in- 
to Mt.  Tabor  10  rods  at  Danby  Borou_rh,  the 
centre  of  said  line,  which  takes  about  60  acres 
of  laud,  8  dwellings,  the  meeting-house  ar.  i  :Le 
old  banking-house,  all  treated  as  being  in  Dan- 
by, and  will  virtually  form  Mt.  Tabor,  nr.  i  re- 
j  main  so  by  acquiescence,  uuless  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  or  a  judgment  of  Court  gets  it  r  U 
There  was  a  log  school -house  bu  ill  at  an  <  i  t 
date  on  the  firm  of  Gideon  Tabor,  mar  where 
I  the  widow  Sally  Griffith  now  live?.  I 
j  school  I  ever  attended  was  in  that 
j  taug'ut  by  my  father,  Gideon  Tabor,  in  the  wi  I 
Iter  of  1808-9.    It  was  the  last  school  taught 
'  in  that  houee,  and  the  last  school  taught    j  I  • 
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father.  There  are  four  school  districts  in  this 
town  at  this  elate.  (1869.) 

Of  the  old  inhabitants  the  first  I  will  mention 
was 

John  Sweet,  who  came  into  town  about  1782, 
and  settled  upon  60  acres  of  land  at  the  foot  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  on  the  farm  Martin  Foley 
now  owns.  He  was  a  pious  old  gentleman.  An 
anecdote  of  him  I  have  heard  related  from  the 
pulpit  is  too  good  to  lose;  His  log-house  stood 
directly  at  the  foot  of  the  Green  Mountains.  In 
the  month  of  May,  1815,  there  was  a  very  se- 
vere rain  storm  one  night,  with  heavy  thunder 
and  lightning,  and  a  large  rock,  some  200  rods 
up  the  mountain,  undermined  by  the  water, 
started  and  swept  every  thing  before  it.  It 
came  directly  towards  the  house.  The  fam- 
ily heard  the  thundering  of  the  elements  and 
tumult  of  the  rocks,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
darkness  from  seeing  the  real  danger.  They 
could  hear,  however,  the  fearful  rumbling  and 
clashing,  and  fled  to  a  little  hill  just  west  of 
the  house,  in  great  consternation.  Before  they 
left,  however,  the  old  gentleman  stopped  to 
kindle  the  fire.  The  old  lady  urged  him  to  hur- 
ry and  leave  the  house,  or  he  would  be  buried 
alive.  The  old  gentleman  then  said  to  her, 
"  Woman,  remember  there  is  a  God  in  heaven." 
Daylight  revealed  to  them,  that  the  huge  rock, 
sweeping  all  before  it  thus  far,  had  come  within 
three  rods  of  the  house,  and  lodged  in  some 
newly  plowed  ground  ;  and  the  floodwood, 
rocks  and  earth  that  followed  had  run  all  around 
the  house,  but  had  left  the  little  tenement  un- 
harmed. I  saw  it  a  few  days  after,  and  went 
to  the  starting  point. 

The  old  gentleman  died  about  1818,  and  was 
buried  in  the  burying-ground  on  my  father's 
farm,  by  the  side  of  five  of  his  children.  He 
had  a  large  and  respectable  family.  They  all 
left  town  soon  after  his  decease.  His  eldest 
son,  David,  became  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
and  is  now  liviug  in  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  an  aged 
man,  nearly  90  years  old. 

Gideos  Baker  was  in  town  at  the  organiza- 
tion, and  one  of  the  first  selectmen,  and  once 
represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature.  He 
lived  where  Hiram  Griffith  now  lives,  one  mile 
south  of  Danby  Borough.  He  and  his  wife  and 
a  part  of  their  family  were  Methodists.  His 
kitchen  was  the  stated  place  for  holding  Meth- 
odist meetings,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  had 
a  largo  family  :  there  are  none  of  them  living 
in  town  now.  The  old  lady  died  in  1S23,  and 
the  old  gentleman  in  1824,  and  were  buried 
in  the  Tabor  burying-ground.    The  first  marble 


in  that  ground  was  erected  at  their  graves  by 
the  old  lady's  son,  John  Chatman  of  Dorset. 

Walter  Tabor  came  from  Tiverton,  R.  L, 
to  Danby,  with  his  family,  about  the  year  1782 
or  '83.  He  lived  in  Danby  about  10  years,  and 
then  came  to  this  town :  his  farm  wa3  on  the 
east  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and  is  now  owned  by 
John  B.  Griffith.  His  buildings  are  all  gone. 
He  died  in  1806;  was  a  prominent  man  in 
town,  and  held  some  offices.  His  eldest  son, 
Gideon  Tabor,  was  born  in  1762,  and  was  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  4  years.  He  came 
to  this  town  about  1734:  married  Hannah  Car- 
penter, daughter  of  Beloved  Carpenter,  then 
living  in  this  town.  Beloved  Carpenter  was 
a  brother  of  Governor  Benjamin  Carpenter  of 
Guilford.  Gideon  Tabor  served  as  town  clerk 
in  this  town  28  years;  represented  the  town  in 
the  Legislature  most  of  the  time  for  about  30 
years ;  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  over  30  years, 
and  died  in  February.  1824,  in  the  62d  year  of 
his  age. 

My  father,  Gideon  Tabor,  raised  a  family  of 
8  children  that  arrived  to  years  of  majority. 
There  are  but  two  of  them  living  now — myself 
and  sister  Sophia,  who  owns  and  occupies  the 
old  homestead  where  she  was  born,  and  is  now 
70  years  old. 

Caleb  Buffum:  moved  into  Mt.  Tabor  in  1815, 
on  to  a  farm  on  the  east  road  about  1  mile  from 
the  Creek  road.  He  lived  nearly  40  years  in 
town,  and  raised  a  large  family  ;  and  then  sold 
his  farm,  and  went  to  Rutland  to  live  with  his 
son  Caleb  Buffum,  Jr.  He  and  his  wife  both 
died  in  Rutland,  but  were  brought  back  and 
buried  in  Mt.  Tabor  burying-ground.  Esquire 
Buffum  was  an  energetic,  useful  man  in  town, 
and  represented  Mt.  Tabor  in  the  Legislature 
several  years,  and  held  all  the  town  offices  at 
different  times. 

Stephen  Hill,  mentioned  in  the  organization 
of  the  town,  remained  in  town  until  his  death, 
on  the  same  farm  (which  was  the  north-west 
corner  of  the  town).  His  youngest  son,  Amos, 
lived  and  died  on  the  same  farm.  There  are 
none  of  the  family  now  in  town,  and  the  farm 
is  now  owned  by  John  Hudson. 

Stephen  Hill,  Gideon  Baker  and  Gideon  Ta- 
bor were  the  only  men  that  remained  in  town 
from  its  organization  until  their  death  ;  and 
there  is  not  a  legal  representative  of  those  who 
organized  the  town,  except  the  Tabor  family, 
that  remains  in  the  town. 

Wo  have  no  meetinghouse  in  town,  except 
upou  the  land  that  Danby  has  appropriated,  as 
1  before  stated,  upon  our  Otter  Creek  border,  aud 
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the  inhabitants  in  the  west  part  of  the  town 
attend  meetings  there,  at  Danby  Borough. 

We  have  Methodists  and  Congregationalists 
that  hold  meetings  there,  both  in  the  same  house. 
Commauicatioa  from  James  Hathaway. 
REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

"Walter  Tabor,  my  grandfather,  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  army.  He  resided  in  this 
town  from  1792  until  his  death  in  1806.  James 
Hathaway  was  also  a  sergeant  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  ;  was  long  a  resident  of  this  town, 
and  died  in  1S26.  Joseph  Moulton  was  in  the 
French  war,  and  also  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  died  in  1815.  Gideon  Tabor,  my  father, 
was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  4  years.  He 
went  into  the  service  at  the  age  of  16  years. 

IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

Edward  C.  Tabor,  Arden  Tabor,  my  father  and 
■William  Colston,  went  into  the  service  from 
this  town.  Edward  C.  Tabor  was  an  orderly 
sergeant. 

You  ask  if  ever  any  minister  except  Sweet 
resided  in  this  town.  Benjamin  Shaw,  a  Meth- 
odist preacher,  came  into  the  east  part  of  this 
town,  and  made  an  effort,  for  several  years,  to 
obtain  our  lands  granted  to  the  first  settled 
minister:  he  did  not  succeed,  and  left.  We 
never  had  a  regular  read  lawyer  to  reside  in 
town. 

John  W.  Tabor,  my  brother,  was  an  M.  D. 
He  studied  with  Doctor  Eli  Learned  of  Danby ; 
graduated  at  Castleton  in  1S22 ;  practiced  in 
West  Clarendon  a  year  or  two,  and  settled  in 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y. — came  home  to  Mt.  Tabor  in 
the  fall  of  1829,  and  died  in  May,  1830,  of  con- 
sumption, aged  34. 

MINERAL  SPRINGS. 

•  There  are  two  mineral  springs  in  this  town. 
One  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  east 
from  Danby  Borough,  on  the  mountain.  The 
water  is  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
in  lo^s,  and  is  in  considerable  use  for  medicinal 
purposes.  The  other  one  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  on  J.  P.  Griffith's  land,  about  2  miles 
south  of  the  Borough. 

ORIGINAL  GRANTEES 

Jonathan  Willard,  John  Howard,  William 
Buck,  Elijah  Ferris,  John  Renold,  Thomas 
Hunter,  Nathan'l  Marshall,  David  Hunter,  Kze- 
kiel  Napp,  Enos  Fuller,  Peter  Reynold,  Samuel 
Hawley,  Abraham  Finch,  Joseph  Crouch,  Ga- 
briel Sherwood,  James  Palmer,  Lewis  Barton, 
Daniel  Harris,  Eli  Parsons,  Nehemiah  Messen- 


ger, Sarah  Lampson,  widow;  John  Lampson, 
Daniel  Hare,  Win.  Hare,  Anthony  Woolf,  James 
Cutler,  Jacob  Lomis,  John  Weutworth,  John 
Chamberlin,  Thomas  Wentworth.Tho's  Martin, 
John  Walbridge,  Jonathan  Willard  ,  3d,  Samuel 
Canfield,  Eidad  Van  wort,  Hezekiah  Lomis,  Wm. 
Fincourt.  Ebenezer  Strong,  John  Rice,  Beriah 
Lomis,  Abraham  Utler,  Samuel  Rose,  Jr.,  Judah 
Aulger,  Elisha  Smith,  David  Aulger,  Joseph 
Eames,  Ebenezer  Eames,  Cyrus  Aulger,  John 
Aulger,  Ebenezer  Napp,  Richard  Fogeson,  Rich- 
ard Truebdell,  John  Joslyn,  Hendrick,  Minard 
Christian  Ray,  Samuel  Willard,  Asa  Douglas, 
Richard  Wibard,  Esq.,  Daniel  Warner,  Esq., 
James  Xeven,  Esq.,  Charles  Foot,  John  Nell- 
son. 

LETTER  FROM  TABOR  FAMILY. 

"Troy,  Feb.  12,  1863. 
"  My  Dear  Miss  Hemenway: 

"  I  duly  received  your  letter,  and  at  once 
worte  my  father,  who  resides  in  northern  New 
York,  for  some  facts  touching  my  grandfather, 
and  have  his  reply  ;  but  it  is  very  meager.  I 
send  now  such  a  sketch  as  I  think  would  be 
appropriate. 

"  My  grandfather  was  most  distinguished  for 
his  military  talents  and  zeal,  and  did  much  to 
inspire  the  spirit  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  ex- 
hibited in  the  war  of  1812;  in  which  war  he 
he  was  offered  a  high  commission  in  the  regular 
service. 

"It  was  my  father  who  was  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont,  in  1833  and  4.  He  sold  Ins 
farm  in  Shelburn  Point  some  twenty  years  since, 
and  has  since  and  now  resides  in  the  valley  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.  I  was  not 
old  enough  at  the  time  to  realize  how  unwise 
it  was  to  allow  this  property  to  go  out  of  the 
family — lapse  of  time  only  serves  to  streugrlieu 
my  regret. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  fully  aware 
of  the  fact,  that  Shelburne  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  regions  the  sun  shines  upon,  and  that 
the  '  The  Point,'  so  called,  is  the  most  beauti- 
ful part  of  the  town. 

Very  truly  yours, 

"  C.  P.  Tabor," 

In  the  last  War,  '61,  Mt.  Tabor  paid  bounties 
to  five  soldiers,  $300  each,  and  $  7,  per  month 
while  in  the  service.  We  paid  Daniel  Lain  of 
Danby,  a  bounty,  which  is  included  in  the  five. 

Wo  had  six  in  the  army  over  and  above  our 
quota,  when  we  paid  those  bounties.  1  think 
there  is  not  another  town  in  Rutland  county 
that  has  furnished  as  many  men  for  the  war, 
according  to  her  population,  as  Mt.  Tabor. 
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SOLDIERS  FURNISHED  BY  MOUNT  TABOR. 

Volunteers  for  Three  Tears,  credited  previous  to  call  for  300,000  volunteers,  of  October  17,  1863. 
Names.       Reg.  Co.  Age.    Enlisted.        Mustered.  Remarks. 
Joseph  Ayres,       10  C  28  July  22,  '62  Sept  1,  '62  Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1864. 


Henry  J.  Baker,      6  F  18  Aug.  13 
Nathan  F.  Baker,    6  F  20  Oct.  4 
Joseph  Buffum,  Cav.  II  30    "  24 


E.ias  E  Cox 
John  Fortier, 
John  J.  Howard, 
Geo.  A.  King, 
Exes  Minett, 
Joseph  Minett, 
Eli  A.  Moers, 
Geo.  W.  Sheldon 
Isaac  A.  Sweat, 
Abel  B.  Tarbell. 


Oct.  15, 
Nov.  9, 


7  D  is  Dec.  17, 

10  C  26  Ju!j- 22,  '62  Sept.  1, 

2ss  E  28  Oct.  16,  '61  Nov.  9, 

6  F  18  Sept.  30, 
255  E  23  Oct.  31, 

4  A  20  Sept.  9, 

10  C  29  Aug.  7, 

11  C  27     "  8, 

7  D  21  Dec.  6, 

5  E  21  Sept.  2, 


15,    "   Pro.  to  Cor.,  killed  at  do.  do.  6, 
'61  Oct.  15,  '61  Discharged  Aug.  1,  '62. 
"   Nov.  19,    "   Killed  Julvr  3, '63. 
"   Feb.  12,  '62  Re-enlisted,  Feb.  17,  '64. 
"   Died  Oct.  27,  '62. 
61  Discharged  Nov.  11,  '62. 

Oct.  24,  " 
"  Wounded — in  Gen.  Hospital,  Aus:.  31,  '64. 
Sept.  20,  "   Killed  at  Petersburg,  June  23,  '64. 
62     "     1,  '62  Mustered  out,  Sept.  5,  '65. 
»      »     "     "  »         June  24,  " 

61  Feb.  12,  "   Pro.  Cor.  dis.  Dec.  25,  '63. 
»  Sept.  16,  '61  Died  Feb.  4,  '62.  [in  Gen.  Hosp'l. 

»  Nov.  9,    "   Pro.  Serg't;  re-en'd  Dec.  21,  '63  ;  w'd— 
"  Feb.  12, '62  Re-enlisted  Feb.  17,  '64. 
»  Nov.  9,  '61  Pro.  2d  Lr..  Co.E:  Jan.  1,  '64;  died  Oct.  9. 
"         Discharged  June  1,  '65. 

May  15,  '62. 
"  "         Feb.  9,  '63. 

9  B  45  June  18,  '62  July  9,   '62        "        Nov.  6,  '62. 
2ss  E  17  Oct.  16,  '61  Nov.  16,  '61  Re-enlisted  Dec.  21,  '63. 
Volunteers  Re-enlisted. 

Elias  Cox,  7  D 

Hiram  Greeley,       6  E — died  of  wounds  received  in  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  not  in  above  list. 
Martin  Tarbell,       7  D 
Eh  A.  Willard,     2ss  E 

Paid  Commutation. 

Asa  L.  -Warner. 

Entered  Service.  * 
Wra.  A.  Thompson,  prisoner,  and  died  at  Andersonville,  Oct.  20,  '64. 


James  M.  Tarbell,  2ss  E  19  Oct.  16, 

Martin  M.  Tarbell,  7  D  20  Dec.  12 

Thomas  J.  Tarbell,  255  E  26  Oct.  16 
P.  W.  Thompson,  do.  24  " 
Wm.  A  Thompson,  do.  27  " 
Lyman  C.  Wells,  do.  23  ** 
Calvin  White. 
Eli  A.  Willard. 


The  following  list  were  residents  of  Mt.  Ta- 
bor, who  enlisted  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war, 
some  of  them  for  other  towns.  I  have  no  rec- 
ord of  their  enlistment,  or  discharge,  or  age. 

A.  Hill,  L.  A.  Britton,  Wm.  Hesleton,  Antho- 
ny Kent,  E.  O.  White,  John  C.  Thomas,  Wm. 
White,  R.  White,  II.  J.  Wilder,  Wm.  Buffum, 
J.  C.  Griffith,  S.  Hill,  J.  W.  Larken,  M.  White, 
Sewall  Howard,  Ed.  Magee  was  killed  iu  battle  ; 
Edgar  Thomas,  Barlow  G.  Wescott,  William 
Goodrich,  Charles  Stiinpson,  George  Water- 
house,  E.  Spear,  Elias  Thayer,  L.  A.  Moore,  A. 
W.  Tarbell. 

H.  H.  Thompson,  sent  home  sick,  and  died 
Sept.  20,  '65.  William  A.  Thompson  re-enlisted, 
and  died  in  Andersonville  prison,  October  20. 
'£4.  A  Frenchman,  by  the  name  of  Zebast, 
enlisted  from  this  town.  Thomas  J.  Baker 
served  3  years  from  this  town. 


PAW  LET* 

BT  HIKr.  HOLL1STER. 

This  town  is  situated  in  the  southwestern 

*  PanMte,  evidently  of  French  origin.  Of  Luke  St. 
Austin,  below,  fcha  name  might  '»*  inferred,  saide  from 
the  tradition  of  nn  early  Je.-mit  miHaionury  settle- 
ment, uu  the  whores  of  this  lake. 


corner  of  Rutland  county,  and  has  Wells  on 
the  north,  Danby  on  the  east,  Rupert  on  the 
south,  and  Hebron  and  Granville,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  west.  It  is  6  miles  square  and  contains 
23,040  acres.  It  lies  in  lat.  N.,  43°  and  23/. 
It  took  its  name,  we  may  presume,  from  its 
principal  river,  which  was  spelled  by  early 
writers  Paulette  and  Paulet.  It  is  divided 
from  north  to  south,  nearly  through  its  cen- 
tre, by  a  high  range  of  mountains,  is  flanked 
on  the  west  by  an  auxiliary  range  of  less 
height,  while  on  the  S.  E.  it  touches  on  Dan- 
by and  Dorest  mountains.  The  mountains 
in  the  principal  range  are  known  as  South 
mountain,  winch  extends  into  Rupert,  North 
mountain,  extending  into  Wells,  Middle 
mountain,  between  that  and  Haystack,  and 
its  most  prominent  mountain,  Haystack, 
which  rises  abruptly  towards  the  north  part 
of  the  town  and  nearly  in  its  centre  east  and 
west.  It  is  accessible  iu  carriages,  within 
100  rods  of  its  summit,  and  has  become  a 
favorite  place  of  rusorl.  Frotu  its  roc^- 
crowned  summit,  in  a  clear  day,  a  pros|>eeL 
of  surprint;  Loveliness  is  presented.  On  tho 
east  the  Green  mountains,  soon  at.  intervals 
over  an  intermediate  raugo,  the  glory  of  the 
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State;  on  the  north,  nearly  at  its  foot,  Lake 
St.  Austin,  on  whose  placid  surface  is  pho- 
tographed every  leaf,  tree  and  feature  of  the 
overhanging  cliffs  ;  farther  north  Lake  Bom- 
bazine, fronting  the  battle  ground  of  Hub 
bardton  ;  northwest,  in  the  blue  of  the  far 
distance,  the  snow-clad  points  of  the  Adiron- 
dac,  at  whose  base  repose  the  ashes  of  John 
Brown,  whose  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  his 
view  of  right  and  justice  was  the  initial  step 
towards  melting  every  fetter  on  this  conti- 
nent; on  the  west  the  mountains  that  encir- 
cle Lake  Georg  >  and  fringe  the  Sacandaga  and 
the  upper  Hudson  ;  southwest  the  mountains 
that  skirt  the  valley  and  plain  of  Saratoga, 
and  on  the  south  the  green  hills  that  environ 
the  bloody  field  of  Bennington. 

The  principal  river  is  the  Pawlet  or  Metto- 
wee,  which,  rising  in  Dorset  and  crossing  the 
corner  of  Rupert  winds  diagonally  through  this 
town. — Its  chief  tributaries  are  Flower  brook 
and  Indian  river,  besides  which  it  receives  the 
waters  of  Lake  St.  Austin  and  Wells  brook. 
Water-power,  available  for  mills,  abounds 
on  all  these  streams.  Springs  of  the  purest 
water  are  every  where  met  with,  and  brooks 
and  "rivulets  water  every  ravine  and  valley. 

The  surface  of  the  town  in  its  virgin  state 
was  clothed  luxuriantly.  On  the  alLuvials 
grew  the  sycamore  and  the  elm ;  in  the 
swamps  and  marshes  the  hemlock,  tamarac 
and  black  ash,  while  on  its  hill  sides  and 
mountain  slopes  flourished  the  pine,  sugar 
maple,  beech,  birch,  several  species  of  oak, 
etc.  Its  mountain  heights  were  crowned  with 
spruce  and  cedar.  The  early  settlers,  con- 
signed to  the  log-heap  many  a  towering  pine 
and  stately  oak  which  if  left  to  the  present 
time  would  have  been  of  great  value.  While 
gravelly  loam  preponderates,  limestone,  clay 
slate  and  silex  in  their  combinations  every 
where  abound.  Hence  it  is  adapted  to  all 
the  various  fruits,  grains,  roots  and  grasses 
of  this  latitude. 

The  leading  interest  in  the  first  fifty  years 
was  the  raising  of  grain  and  cattle  for  mar- 
ket. Then  the  dairy  and  sheep-fold  sup- 
planted the  grain-field.  At  present  the  tide 
6ets  strongly  in  favor  of  the  dairy. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENT. 

The  town  was  granted  to  Jonathan  Willard, 
by  Governor  Beaming  Wentworth  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  a  charter  bearing  date  Au- 
gust 20,  17G1. 


But  few  of  the  grantees  ever  settled  in  town 
or  even  visited  it.  Jonathan  Willard  came 
here  in  1761  or  1762  and  made  some  clearings. 
The  proprietors  in  1768  donated  50  acres  to 
Simon  Burton  as  first  settler,  and  30  acres  to 
William  Fairfield,  second  settler,  and  20  acres 
to  as  third  settler.  The  earliest  rec- 
ords now  known  bear  date  July  29,  1763,  but 
they  refer  to  prior  records.  At  that  meeting 
Reuben  Harmon  was  moderator  and  Simon 
Burton,  clerk.  The  first  allotment  of  land 
was  50  acres  to  each  proprietor,  followed  in 
a  few  years  by  another  and  still  another  al- 
lotment until  all  desirable  land  was  appro- 
priated. There  seems  to  have  been  no  regu- 
lar system  of  surveys,  hence  a  great  many 
gores  and  parcels  were  left  out  to  be  after- 
wards appropriated  by  him  who  should  first 
locate  them. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  settlement 
and  proprietorship  of  the  town  gave  rise  to  a 
class  of  land-jobbers,  who  buying  of  the  orig- 
inal grantees,  many  times  for  a  nominal  sum, 
sold  out  to  actual  settlers  at  a  heavy  advance. 
In  fact  the  wild  lands  in  this  town  cost  the 
settler  an  immoderate  price,  which  being 
bought  mostly  on  time  weighed  heavily 
against  the  prosperity  of  the  town  for  many 
years.  The  average  price  was  about  -flO  per 
acre,  but  in  some  instances  $30  were  paid, 
and  we  must  bear  in  mind  money  was  worth 
three  times  as  much  as  at  the  present  time. 
A  large  share  of  the  town  was  settled  in  40 
acre  lots. 

The  troubles  in  New  York,  were  another 
hindrance  to  the  settlement  of  the  town.  As 
there  were  double  claimants  to  the  title  to 
the  soil,timid  buyers  hesitated  to  invest.  In 
1770,  there  were  but  9  families  in  town  and 
the  progress  of  settlement  was  slow  until 
after  Burgoyne  was  defeated  at  Saratoga,  and 
what  was  left  of  the  British  forces  were  driven 
south  of  the  Hudson.  This  together  with  the 
resolute  stand  taken  by  Ethan  Allen  in 
withstanding  the  claims  of  New  York  encour- 
aged settlement  and  the  town  rapidly  rilled 
up.  Many  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  in 
the  course  of  their  service  had  visited  the 
town,  were  so  pleased  with  it,  that  on  their 
release  from  the  army  they  came  directly 
here. 

FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

The  war  between  England  and  Franc* 
which  was  waged  in  this  vicinity  was  closed 
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befure  the  location  of  the  town,  but  tradition 
persistently  fixes  on  Indian  hill  in  the  west 
part  of  the  town  as  the  theatre  of  bloody  con- 
flicts during  that  war  or  immediately  preced- 
ing it.  The  most  commonly  accepted  version 
of  the  tradition  is  that  Gen.  Putnam,  while 
at  Fort  Edward,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
the  east  and  dislodge  a  force  of  French  and 
Indians  who  were  lurking  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lake  St.  Austin,  a  favorite  fishing  ground  of 
the  Indians.  This  party  encamped  on  In- 
dian hill  and  fortified  a  natural  breastwork 
of  rock  and  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  whose  camp  fires  were  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance. The  enemy  commenced  the  assault 
the  next  day  and  a  fierce  battle  ensued  in 
which  the  enemy  at  first  had  the  advantage. 
Many  were  killed,  some  on  our  side  taken 
prisoners,  but  afterwards  retaken.  The  rook 
which  constituted  their  breastwork  is  still 
shown  and  it  is  said  several  persons  were 
buried  near  it. 

Several  of  our  first  settlers  were  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  among  whom  were 
Daniel  Branch,  David  Willey  and  James 
Uran. 

REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

Our  citizens  sympathized  with  the  other 
towns  on  the  Grants  in  the  controversy  with 
New  York.  The  settlers  banded  together, 
constituted  committees  of  safety  and  prepar- 
ed to  re>ist  by  force  the  execution  of  New 
York  writs  of  ejectment.  When  the  New 
York  officials  crossed  the  border  to  execute 
these  legal  processes,  they  were  seized,  and 
those  who  would  not  respect  the  great  seal  of 
New  Hampshire  were  stamped  with  the  beech 
seal,  impressed  with  twigs  of  the  wilderness 
on  their  naked  backs. 

Some  of  our  citizens  were  arrested  and  sent 
to  Albany  jail ;  one  of  whom,  after  enduring 
a  long  confinement  in  a  filthy  cell,  vented  his 
spleen  on  his  Dutch  jailers  in  verse,  the  last 
stanza  only  of  which  is  remembered: 

"  I  beg  and  pray  both  night  and  duy, 

The  Dutch,  with  all  their  gang, 
Might  swim  like  timelta  iu  buttermilk 

And  land  at  Amsterdam." 

But  we  have  no  distinct  account  of  any  or- 
ganization of  a  military  force  until  1777, 
when  a  military  station  was  in  existence 
which  was  for  a  time  a  frontier  post.  When 
Burgoyne  came  up  from  Canada  sweeping 
all  before  him,  most  of  the  settlers  north  of 


us  fled  to  the  south  and  some  of  our  citizens 
joined  in  the  stampede.  Most  of  them,  how- 
ever, soon  returned  and  the  presence  of  such 
gallant  officers  &s  Col.  Warner  and  Col  Her- 
rick  reassured  them. 

During  thi3  year  (1777)  Col.  Herrick's  fa- 
mous regiment  of  R.angers,  the  prototype  of 
the  whole  family  of  Rangers  which  have  fig- 
ured so  largely  in  our  national  history,  wero 
organized  here.  They  were  the  terror  of  all 
the  country  round,.  As  Burgoyne  said  in  one 
of  his  despatches.  They  "  hung  like  a  gath- 
ering cloud  on  his  flank."  They  obstructed 
his  advance  by  felling  trees  in  Wood  creek, 
and  rolling  large  stones  in  his  path  so  that 
he  was  compelled  to  cross  Fort  Ann  moun- 
tain with  his  heavy  train  of  artillery  on  a 
road  then  and  bow,  almost  impassable  ; 
though  unable  to  cope  with  him  in  hattle, 
they  cut  off  his  supplies,  and  in  a  thousand 
ways  obstructed  his  march.  We  find  it  re- 
corded in  history  that  in  "  September,  1777, 
five  hundred  men  under  Col.  Brown  were 
sent  from  Pawlefc  to  attack  Ticonderoga, 
Mount  Defiance  and  Mount  Hope.  The  work 
was  accomplished  by  surprise,  Sept.  18,  not 
losing  a  single  maQ."  Whether  these  troops 
were  the  same  thai  constituted  Col.  Herrick's 
regiment  of  Rangers  does  not  clearly  appear. 
Capt.  Parmalee  Allen,  son  of  Timothy  Alien, 
commanded  one  company  of  the  Rangers, 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Allen,  the  first  settler  in 
Poultney,  commanded  another. 

The  troops  stationed  in  this  town  seem  to 
have  been  under  the  control  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  but  were  paid  by  the  Vermont 
Council  of  Safety,  the  then  government  of  the 
state. 

To  show  the  way  our  fathers  managed  be- 
fore the  organization  of  the  State,  and  the 
part  they  took  in  the  stirring  events  of  that 
period,  we  annex  a  few  extracts  from  the 
Journal  of  the  "Council  of  Safety,"  which 
commences  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Sept.  24,  1777. 
To  Capnan  Nathan  Smith  : 

Sir — You  are  hereby  required  to  march 
with  the  men  under  your  command,  to  Pau- 
lett  on  horseback  where  you  will  apply  to 
Col.  Simonds  for  a  horse  load  of  flour  to  each 
man  and  horse,  you  will  furnish  bags  suffici- 
ent for  such  purpose.    By  order  of  Council. 

Thomas  Cuittendes,  Ties. 
To  Capt.  Ebenezer  Wood  : 

Sir — You  are  hereby  required  to  take  the 
charge  of  the  men,  horses  and  bags,  ordered 
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from  this  town  and  proceed  without  one  min- 
utes loss  of  time  to  Paulett  where  you  will 
apply  to  Col.  Benjamin  Simonds  tor  a  load 
of  flour  for  each  horse,  and  proceed  to  Gen- 
eral Warner  with  the  same,  if  Col.  Simonds 
ehall  think  proper.  When  you  return,  you 
are  to  take  especial  care  that  the  horses  and 
bags  be  returned  to  their  proper  owners. 

Joseph  Fat,  Sec. 
In  Council  of  Safety,  Sept.  24,  1777. 
In  consequence  of  a  letter  received  from 
Col.  Benjamin  Simonds,  for  horses  to  forward 
flour  to  the  relief  of  Gen.  Warner  at  Tycon- 
deroga  we  have  granted  warrants  to  procure 
them  with  all  expedition.  By  order  of  Coun- 
cil. 

Jos.  Fay,  Sec. 
In  Council  of  Safety,  Bennington  Aug. 
26,  1777. 

To  Adjutant  Elisha  Clark: 

You  are  hereby  required  to  make  returns 
of  the  names  and  number  of  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  belonging 
to  Col.  Samuel  Herrick's  Regiment  of  Ban- 
gers' already  raised  within  this  state  for  the 
defence  thereof,  to  Ebenezer  Walbridge,  at 
Arlington,  at  10  o'clock  of  the  morning  of 
the  2&th  inst.    Of  this  you  are  not  to  fail. 

By  order  of  Council. 

Thomas  Chittenden  Pres. 
Attest,  Ira  Allen,  See. 

.In  Council  of  Safety,  26th  Sept.  1777. 

To  Mr.  Wright  and  other  Teams  in  Com- 
pany you  are  to  repair  from  this  to  Paulett, 
with  your  teams,  there  to  apply  to  the  com- 
manding officer  or  Lt.  Hyde  to  be  loaded 
with  plunder  belonging  to  Col.  Brown,  and 
return  with  the  same,  and  deliver  it  safe  to 
this  Council.    By  order  of  Council. 

Joseph  Fay,  Sec. 
In  Council,  Bennington,  Oct.  8,  1777. 
 .   ,  Paulett  : 

Sir — This  Council  are  informed  that  you  are 
found,  since  you  passed  examination  before 
us  with  arms  and  ammunition  secreted  which 
gives  the  inhabitants  great  uneasiness,  and 
nothing  short  of  your  making  immediate  sat- 
isfaction to  this  Council,  will  prevent  your 
being  ordered  immediately  to  remove  which 
must  be  done  forthwith.  By  order  of  Coun- 
cil. 

Jos.  Fay,  Sec. 
P.  S. — If  you  can  satisfy  the  inhabitants 
and  obtain  their  liberty  you  may  remain  uu- 
til  further  orders. 

Jos.  Fay. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  10th  Feb  1778. 
This  Council  having  been  taken  under  con- 
sideration the  complaint  of  Capt  Zadoc  Ev- 
erest of  Paulett,  in  behalf  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  against   .  ■  -, 

for  enemical  conduct  to  the  United  States 
having  examined  the  evidence  and  every  at- 
tending circumstance  relative  thereto  and 
after  seriously  deliberating  thereon  do  judge 

and  order  that  the  said  .  ,  pay 

thirty  pounds  lawful  money  as  a  line  for  the 


use  of  this  state  and  pay  all  reasonable 
charges  of  trial,  and  stand  committed  until 
this  judgment  be  complied  with.  Costs  taxed 
16  pounds  8  shillings.    By  order  of  Council. 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Pres. 

Received  Feb.  11,  the  cost  of  the  above 
suit  16  pounds  8  shillings,  and  21  pounds  14 
shillings  on  the  above  judgment. 

Jos.  Fay,  Sec. 

18  pounds  6  shillings  received  by  me. 

Thomas  Chittenden. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  townsmen  were  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  which  led  in  a  few 
weeks  to  Burgoyne's  complete  overthrow  at 
Saratoga. 

With  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne  the  war  was 
chiefly  ended  on  the  northern  frontier  though 
scouting  parties  mostly  in  pursuit  of  plunder 
found  employment  all  through  the  year.  This 
plunder  was  brought  to  this  town,  subject  to 
the  disposal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  property  of  the  tories  was  sequestra- 
ted, and  many  of  them  sent  off  to  Canada. 

During  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  and  at 
it3  close  there  was  a  large  influx  of  settlers  in 
this  town,  many  of  them  fresh  from  the  bat- 
tle-field. Over  70  Revolutionary  soldiers 
came  to  this  town,  most  of  them  remaining  till 
their  death:  as  a  class  they  were  distinguished 
for  industry,  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  though 
the  fires  of  the  Revolution  had  consumed 
their  substance  and  "  tried  their  souls,"  nearly 
all  of  them  succeeded  in  establishing  a  homo 
and  acquiring  a  competence. 

A  few  of  them  drew  pensions  under  the 
act  of  Congress,  1818,  and  of  those  who  sur- 
vived until  1832,  nearly  all  drew  pensions. 
A  few  widows  of  those  deceased  also  drew 
pensions,  but  not  generally. 

REVOLUTIONARY    SOLDIERS  WHO    SETTLED  IS 
PAWLET,  WITH  AGE  AND  DATE  OF  DEATH. 

Gideon  Adams,  8-1  1827 
Joseph  Adams, 

John  Allen,  91  1852 

Nehemiah  Allen,  S7  1852 

Timothy  Allen,  jr.,  74  1834 

Gen.  Elisha  Avenll,  67  1S21 

Lieut.  Lemuel  Barden,  81  1S39 

Aaron  Bennett,  96  1849 
Roswell  Bennett, 
Samuel  Bennett, 
Christopher  Billings, 

Selah  Betts,  63  1836 

David  Blakely,  72  1821 

Daniel  Branch,  86  1622 
Ebenezer  Broughton, 

Elijah  Browa,  77  1S35 
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Nathaniel  Carver, 

52 

1804 

Oliver  Churchill, 

Col.  Elisha  Clark, 

Robert  Cox, 

Silas  Jones, 

68 

Nathan  M.  Lounsbury, 

100 

James  Leach, 

76 

1835 

Judah  Moffit, 

92 

1852 

Capt  Josiah  Monroe, 

84 

1S46 

Simeon  Pepper, 

68 

1821 

Maj.  Moses  Porter, 

65 

1803 

Capt.  William  Potter, 

Capt.  James  Pratt, 

92 

1854 

Capt.  Samuel  Pratt, 

80 

Josiah  Priest, 

Jedediah  Reed, 

Simeon  Reed, 

84 

1840 

John  Risdon 

George  Rush, 

110 

1814 

Capt.  John  Stark, 

Peter  Stevens, 

80 

1838 

Samuel  Stratton, 

69 

1825 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Robinson, 

89 

1841 

Daniel  Risdon, 

Asa  Dennison, 

50 

1S1C 

Capt  Jedediah  Edgerton, 

86 

1848 

Jacob  Edgerton, 

84 

1849 

.Capt.  Simeon  Edgerton, 

77 

1809 

Abiather  Evans, 

89 

1831 

Col.  William  Fitch, 

48 

1785 

Gideon  Gifford, 

50 

Ebenezer  Giles, 

78 

1838 

 Gould, 

Ezekiel  Harmon, 

80 

1531 

Nathaniel  Hill, 

77 

1830 

Ashbel  Hollister, 

81 

1840 

Lieut.  Elijah  Hollister, 

85 

1844 

Serg.  Innett  Hollister, 

83 

1844 

Capt.  James  Hopkins, 

82 

1830 

Daniel  Hulett, 

90 

1838 

Bulk  ley  Hutchins, 

85 

1850 

Abel  Robinson, 

Ephrairn  Robinson, 

83 

1833 

Richard  Robinson, 

75 

1838 

Col.  John  Sargeant, 

82 

1843 

Jacob  Sykes, 

83 

1843 

Lieut.  Eliel  Todd, 

James  Uran, 

Seth  Viets, 

85 

1823 

Isaac  Reed, 

83 

Lieut.  Daniel  Welch, 

78 

1827 

Nathan  Williams, 

68 

1819 

David  Willey, 

Andrew  Winchester, 

66 

1827 

John  Wiseman, 

60 

1815 

David  Wood,  87  1836 

Henry  Wooster,  80  1820 

THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

In  1812  after  30  years  of  peace  and  gen- 
eral prosperity,  our  citizens  were  again  called 
to  confront  England.  We  have  it  by  tradition 
that  two  companies  of  uniformed  militia,  the 
Light  Infantry  and  Light  Artillery,  volun- 
teered to  take  the  field,  but  were  not  called 
out. 

We  annex  a  list  of  those  who  entered  the 
service  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  with  their 
rank,  viz. 

Phineas  Armstrong,  Luther  Arnold,  Uriah 
Bennett,  Seth  Bond,  John  Brown,  John  Car- 
ver, Col.  Augustus  Cleveland,  Serg.  Elisha 
Clark,  Capt.  Willard  Cobb,  John  Conant, 
Lieut.  Amos  Galusha,  Zenas  Good?peed, 
Capt.  Noah  Gifford,  Serg.  Lorin  Hamblin, 
Amasa  Hancock,  Jarvis  Hanks,  Maj.  Joel 
Harmon,  Lieut.  Lebbeus  Hascall,  Safford 
Hascall,  Nathan  Hutchins,  Benjamin  Hutch- 
ins, Timothy  Fisher,  Hugh  Montgomery, 
Charles  Pelton,  Serg.  Elisha  Smith,  Lisemore 
Smith,  Simon  Smith,  Asa  St-vens,  William 
Stevens,  Lieut.  Return  Strong,  Fe^tus  Thomp- 
son, David  Wait,  Walter  Welch,  Aaron  Wil- 
lard, Lemuel  Willard,  Silas  Willard,  Luther 
B.  Wood,  Timothy  Wood. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR  OF  1846. 

Made  but  slight  drafts  on  our  sympathy  or 
military  spirit.  We  have  only  to  record  the 
names  of  two  who  enlisted  :  Jamon  Preston, 
and  Return  Strong. 

WAR  OF  1861 

To  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  April,  1861,  for  75,000  men 
one  regiment  assigned  to  this  Siate,  George  S. 
Orr,  Moses  E.  Orr,  and  Charles  Barrett,  were 
the  first  to  respond  and  enlisted  in  the  First 
Vermont  for  3  months.  To  all  subsequent  calls 
by  the  government,  this  town  has  promptly 
responded  and  leftoff  in  1865,  with  an  excess 
of  8  men  over  and  above  all  calls.  We  have 
been  represented  in  nearly  every  regiment 
and  battery  raised  in  the  State,  and  in  sever? 
al  regiments  of  other  States,  and  on  nearly 
every  battle  field  of  tho  war.  Several  of  our 
soldiers  have  been  in  over  30  pitched  battles, 
besides  innumerable  skirmishes.  We  give  in 
tho  annexed  tables  the  following  particulars 
in  reference  to  all  our  soldiers  so  far  as  at- 
tainable, to  wit ;  name,  age  at  time  of  enlist- 
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meut,  company,  regiment,  State,  date  of  en- 
listment, rank,  term  of  enlistment,  bounties, 
reenlistmenta,  those  who  paid  commutations, 


those  who  furnished  substitutes  and  natives 
of  the  town,  with  their  fathers'  names  who 
enlisted  in  other  States.  • 


80LDIER3  OF  1861-65. 


Names. 

Age. 

Co. 

Reg. 

State. 

John  Adams, 

22 

hi 

7 

Vt. 

Michael  Agan, 

18 

TV 
1> 

7 

TT. 

Vt. 

Thomas  Ai;an, 

20 

1^1  ass 

Michael  Agan,  2d  enlist'nt21 

D 

7 

Vt. 

Isaac  If.  Alexander 

31 

G 

5 

Vt. 

Amns  W  Babbitt. 

21 

96 

N  Y. 

2d  enlistment, 

23 

K 

96 

N.  Y. 

John  H.  Babbitt, 

18 

K. 

96 

N.  Y. 

2d  enlistment, 

20 

K 

96 

N.  Y. 

Charles  Barrett, 

25 

TT 
K 

1 

Vt. 

2d  enlistment, 

26 

TT 
XV 

12 

Vt. 

Merritt  C.  Barrett, 

19 

IT 

XI 

1 

Vt.  c. 

Harvev  C.  Beebe, 

43 

I> 

7 

Vt. 

John  H.  Black, 

21 

±> 

14 

Vt. 

Robert  Black, 

18 

T> 

14 

Vt. 

A.  Judson  Blakely, 

T> 
.D 

14 

Vt. 

Willis  W.  Betts, 

32 

D 

4  h.  a.  N.  Y. 

Wm.  H.  Belding, 

22 

rt 
«jr 

cav. 

Vt. 

2d  enlistment, 

pi 

cav. 

Vt. 

Hiram  Blossom, 

21 

r\ 
Kj 

2 

Vt. 

2d  enlistment, 

23 

u 

2 

Vt. 

Andrew  J.  Blowers, 

25 

T> 

14 

Vt. 

Noble  C.  Bostwick, 

20 

ill 

5 

Vt. 

2d  enlistment, 

22 

TP 
E 

5 

Vt. 

Royal  E.  Bostwick, 

18 

xr 
XI 

1  cav. 

Vt. 

2d  enlistment, 

20 

IT 

XX 

1  cav. 

Vt. 

Charles  W.  Bourn, 

24 

11 

Vt. 

Thomas  Burroughs, 

TT 

xi 

1  cav.  Vt. 

David  M.  Buffum, 

13 

B 

9 

Vt. 

JLeroy  S  Bushee, 

22 

C 

11 

Vt. 

Orlando  Bushee 

27 

B 

14 

Vt. 

John  Burns 

20 

I 

7 

Vt. 

Sylvester  Burns, 

19 

I 

7 

Vt. 

Willard  Comstock 

26 

D 

7 

Vt. 

Abrarn  Capen, 

E 

5 

Vt. 

James  Cavanaugh, 

B 

9 

Vt. 

Peter  Castle, 

19 

T 
I 

7 

Vt. 

John  Conlin, 

22 

B 

7 

Vt. 

John  Crawford, 

21 

C 

3 

Vt. 

Michael  Crowley, 

26 

Vt. 

Simeon  E.  Cook, 

18 

C 

11 

Vt. 

Henry  W.  Clark, 

IT 

H 

5  cav.  N.  Y. 

Miles  II.  Delong, 

18 

5 

Vt. 

Edward  Donnelly, 

F 

169 

N.  Y. 

Edward  Durling. 

E 

123 

N.  Y. 

John  Fish, 

K 

6 

N.  Y. 

2d  enlistment, 

K 

96 

N.  Y. 

John  Fogarty, 

H 

5  cav. 

N.  Y. 

Frederick  Folger, 

18 

E 

5 

Vt. 

William  Duncan, 

John  M.  Frisbce, 

20 

B 

9 

Vt. 

Robert  Gallup, 

29 

D 

7 

Vt. 

James  R  Gibbs, 

2° 

A 

2  US39 

Vt. 

James  Gibson, 

P 

9 

Vt 

Warren  Gilford, 

29 

B 

o 
u 

Vt. 

Joseph  Gravlin, 

H 

30 

N.  Y. 

James  W.  Guild, 

26 

B 

14 

Vt. 

Enlisted. 

Dec.  9,  '61 

Feb.  19,  '61 
Aug.  13,  '62 
Noy.  26,  '61 

Jan.  1,  '64 

Nov.  26,  '61 

Jan.  1,  '64 

Aug.  8,  '62 
Sept.  18,  '61 
Dec.  15,  '61 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  *62 

Dec.  21,  '63 


Rank. 


Capt. 


Term  of  Bounty 
EnlisCnt.  fr.Tamn. 


6  ys 
3  ys 


00 


Oct.  12,  '61 
Dec.  30,  '63 
Oct.  8,  '61 
Dec.  21,  '63  Serj. 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  15,  '61  Serj. 
Dec.  15,  '63 
Oct.  9,  '61 
Dec.  24,  '63 
Aug.  12,  '62  Lieut. 
Dec.  7,  '61 
June  7,  '62  Corp. 
July  23,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62  Corp. 
Dec.  27,  '64 
Dec.  27,  '64 
Dec.  9,  '61 


Nov.  22,  '64 
Sept.  16,  '64 
Dec.  29,  '63 
Jan.  5,  '65 
May  12,  '62 

Aug.  18,  '62 

Nov.  20,  '62  Corp. 
Jan.  1,  '64  Serj. 

Aug.  14,  '62 

June  2,  '62 
Dec.  16,  'HI 
Aug.  14,  '62  Corp. 

May  4,  '61  Serj. 

Aug.  27,  "02 


3  vs 
3  ys 
3  ys 

3  ys 

Drum.  3  ys 

3  ys 

3  mo 
Corp.  9  mo 
3ys 
3ys 
9  mo 
9  mo 
1  Lieut.  9  mo 

3  ys 

3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 


Corp. 


Serj. 


3  ys 
9  mo 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  vs 
3ys 
3  ys 
9  mo. 
3  ys 
3ys 
3  ys 


3  ys 
1  vr 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 

3  ys 
3  ys 
3  vs 
3  ys 

3  ys* 

3  ys 
3  vs 
3  vs 

3  ys 
3  vs 
3  ys 

3  ys 

9  mo 


$  6 


200 
100 

42-5 
N.  Y. 

425 
N.  Y. 

100 


115 

600 
100 
5u0 
Y. 

200 

200 
105 

200 

200 
100 


100 
100 
300 
300 


300 
725 
500 
825 
100 


100 


425 
N.  Y 

$  100 

825 


100 


100 
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Name*. 
Peter  Grant, 
George  Green, 
Alonzo  V.  Guilder, 
Wallace  V.  Guilder, 
Selden  A.  Hall, 
James  L  Hall, 
Daniel  H.  Hail,  jr. 
Otis  W,  Harwood, 
George  G.  Hanks, 
Walter  S.  Hanks, 
Frank  S.  Hanks, 
Francis  D.  Hammond, 
Justus  VV.  Harwood, 

2d  enlistment, 
Edmund  Hicks, 
Uriel  R.  Hayward,- 
Francis  8.  Hoilister, 
Albert  E.  Hoilister, 

2d  enlistment, 

Willis  H.  Hoilister, 
Sevveli  F.  Howard, 
James  Hoy, 
Warren  E.  Hulett, 
Chester  0.  Hulett, 
Charles  B.  Hyde, 
John  0.  Humphrey, 
George  Johnson,  . 
John  G.  Johnson, 
Alson  L.  Kitehel, 
Charles  M.  Kingsley, 

2d  enlistment, 
James  Lackey, 
Henry  S.  Lathe, 
Nicholas  Lamb, 
Lorenzo  D.  Leach, 
Eugene  Little, 
William  F.  Loomis, 
Baptiste  Lassor, 
Vital  Lassor, 

 Mason, 

George  Manning, 
Franklin  3.  Mc  Arthur, 
Michael  Mc  Bnnn, 
Mark  S.  Moore, 
Wyrnan  L  Macomb er, 
Joel  A.  Mason, 
■  Mason, 
John  McGrath, 
^     2d  enlistment, 
Patrick  McGrath, 

2d  enlistment, 
James  McGrath, 
William  Kelvia, 
Thomas  Mc  Kenna, 
Edward  *Mc  Kenna, 
Sylvanus  McWain, 

2d  enlistment, 
Lemuel  Moore, 
Asa  L.  Munroe, 
Atherton  Munroe, 
Thomas  C.  Mosher, 
James  Murphv, 
8,  0.  A.  Macitt, 
Samuel  W.  Nelson, 
Edward  Nye, 
Calvin  S.  Nichols, 
George  S.  Orr, 


Age. 

Co. 

Beg. 

State. 

J-i 

T» 
O 

Vt. 

21 

B 

14 

Vt. 

18 

E 

5 

Vt. 

IS 

H 

7 

Vt. 

19 

G 

11 

Vt. 

l  s 

io 

1  ho 

x  ua 

V  fc. 

18 

I 

7 

Vt. 

18 

I 

17 

Vt. 

B 

124 

III. 

— o 

T 
1 

5 

Vt. 

9  1 
ZL 

2 

Vt. 

oO 

9  h* 

z  ua 

vt. 

Zo 

T> 
15 

14 

vt. 

9A 
Z\J 

U 
JJ 

14 

vt. 

22 

5cav.N.  Y. 

la 

T> 

Li 

14 

Vt. 

11 
oo 

V 

i\. 

14 

Vt. 

9 1 
ZL 

n 
\j  „ 

10 

Vt. 

1« 
CD 

■D 
X> 

14 

Vt. 

91 
ZL 

i  oa 

Vt. 

99 
ZZ 

TT 

xl 

U.  3. 

S3.  Vt. 

i  a 

IT 
tl 

9 

Vt. 

9"i 

zo 

\r 

M 

11 

Vt. 

Vjt 

96 

N.  Y. 

11 
oi 

T 
L 

7 

Vt. 

20 

D 

7 

Vt. 

23 

D 

7 

Vt. 

TT 
£i 

5 

Vt 

TT 
XV 

96 

N.  Y. 

A 

A 

10 

Vt. 

r 

30 

N.  Y. 

91 

ZL 

•d 
a 

14 

Vt, 

21 

1  ba 

Vt. 

18 

B 

2 

Vt. 

1(7 

A 
a. 

2 

Vt. 

A 

A. 

10 

Vt. 

x 

7 

Vt. 

K 

169 

N.  Y. 

25 

cav. 

40 

L 

11 

Vt. 

21 

I 

17 

Vt. 

19 

H 

2  u.s.ss. 

22 

ba  1 

Vt. 

17 

D 

7 

Vt. 

20 

D 

7 

Vt. 

Enlisted. 


Bank. 


30 


18 
21 


44 
2y 


20 
22 
26 
24 


Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  22,  '61 
Dec.  1,  '63 
Nov.  30,  '63 
Dec.  23,  '63 
Feb.  11,  '62 
April  27,  '64 

Feb.  24,  '62 

Oct.  6,  "61  Corp. 

Dec.  21,  '63 

Jan.  1,  '64  Corp. 

Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 

Sept.  1S64 

Aug.  27,  '62 
Sept.  18,  "62 
July  31,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Dec.  23,  '63 
Oct.  25,  '61 
Jan.  2,  '64 
Aug.  3,  '63 

1  Lt. 

March  9,  '64 
Dec.  9,  '61  Corp. 
Feb.  17,  '64 
Aug.  15.  '62 


Aug.  27,  '62 
Dec,  31,  '63 
Sept.  1,  '64 
Sept.  1,  '64 


I 

F 

cav. 

D 

D 

I 

L 

H 

D 


7 

169 

5 

7 

7 

7 

11 

2  USS3 

7 

123 

14 
9 
6 
1 


Vt. 

N.  Y. 

N.  Y. 

Vt. 

Vt. 

Vt. 

Vt. 

Vt 
N.  Y. 

Vt. 

Vt. 
Vt, 
Vt. 


Term  of 
Enlist nt. 

3  ys 
3  ys 
9  mo 
9  mo 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
ys 

ys 
ys 

y* 
ys 


Aug.  4,  '64 
Dec.  31.  '63 
May  18"64 

Oct.  31,  '61 
Dec.  17,  '63 
Dec.  14,  '61 
Feb.  17,  '61 


Dec.  25,  '61 
Feb.  17,  '64 


June  10, 
Dec.  13, 
Dec.  10, 


'63 

61 

61 


3  ys 

3  ys 
9  mo 
9  mo 

lyr 

9  mo 
9  mo 
3  ys 
9  mo 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 

3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 


9  mo 
3  ys 
lyr 
lyr 
3  ys 


lyr 

3  ys 

3  ys 

3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 


March  1,  '64  Corp.    3  ys 


Aug.  2; 
June  3. 
Aug.  14. 
May  2,  '61 


'62 

62 

> 


3  ys 
3  ys 

3  ys 

3  ys 


9  mo 
3  vs 
3  ys 
3  mo 


Bounty 
fr.Town. 
82-5 
825 
100 
100 

300 
300 
500 


200 
500 
700 
100 
100 
900 
Y. 


N. 


100 
110 

100 
500 

500 


200 

200 
100 


100 

500 
800 
800 
300 


$1000 
500 

900 

500 

200 

300 


200 

300 

200 

200 
100 

100 
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Name*. 

2d  enlistment, 
Moses  E.  Orr, 

2d  enlistment, 
Horace  J.  Orr, 
Thomas  Newton, 
Merritt  C.  Parris. 
Levi  Paterson, 
Hubert  Perham, 

2d  enlistment, 
Merritt  Perham, 
John  Pen  tony, 
Keyes  Potter, 
Calvin  Reed, 
Chauncey  H.  Robinson, 

2d  enlistment, 
Charles  Russell, 
Elbridge  J.  Reed, 
John  S^ott, 
Charles  11.  Scott, 
Richard  Scott, 
Erastus  Scovill, 
Oliver  L.  Searlo, 
Amyll  B.  Searle, 
Francis  R.  Shaw, 
George  0.  Simonds, 
Martin  Smith, 
O.  Judson  Smith, 
James  Sheridan, 
James  H.  Smith, 
John  Smith, 
Nathan  Spaulding, 
Benjamin  B.  Royals, 
Austin  Taft, 
Charles  P.  Taylor, 
George  \V.  Taylor, 
Cyrus  P.  Taylor, 
C  dprnan  I.  Toby, 
Charles  W.  Towslee, 
William  Town, 
Henry  Towslee, 
Henry  H.  Thomnson, 
Chester  M.  Vail, 

2d  enlistment, 
George  M.  Warren, 
Ira  C.  Warren, 

2d  enlistment, 
Daniel  D.  Warren, 
John  Warren, 
Edwin  L.  Waters, 
William  0.  Weeks, 
Benjamm  P.  Wheeler, 
John  Wheeler, 
James  W.  White, 
Ahira  E.  Wood, 
William  If.  Wood, 
Stephen  Wood, 
Williard  Wood. 
Martin  P.  Wood, 
Henry  C.  Wood, 
Austin  E.  Woodman, 
Augustus  L.  Wright, 
Reuben  fl  Williams, 
George  Williams, 
John  U.  Wilkius, 

2d  enlistment, 
Moses  K,  Wheeler, 
John  Williams, 
Unknown  Man, 


Age. 

Co. 

Reg. 

State. 

A 

77 

N.  Y. 

Zu 

Hi 

1 

Vt. 

on 

XT 

96 

N.  Y. 

1  R 

lo 

xl 

5  cav. 

N.  Y. 

A 

A 

5  cav.N.  Y. 

99 

ZZ 

T> 

x> 

14 

Vt. 

91 
Zx 

■R 

14 

Vt. 

99 
Z_S 

ba 

Vt. 

18 

C 

2 

Vt. 

35 

I 

7 

Vt. 

A 

7 

Vt. 

lo 

A 

7 

Vt. 

1  9 

\-<j 

n 
JJ 

7 

Vt. 

99 

Is 

7 

Vt. 

94. 

91 
*j  L 

vjr 

11 

Vt. 

44 

Hi 

5 

Vt. 

1  8 

"P. 

5 

Vt. 

123 

N.  Y. 

43 

E 

5 

Vt. 

20 

E 

5 

Vt. 

20 

C 

11 

Vt. 

X  <7 

T3 
£> 

14 

Vt. 

97 

X> 

14 

Vt. 

24 

B 

14 

Vt. 

25 

Ud,  1 

Vt. 

1  ft 
xo 

P 

Jl 

Vt. 

21 

n. 

vx 

X- 

Vt. 

lO 

XJ 

9  ' 

Vt. 

T 
J. 

7 

Vt. 

Ok 

zo 

•D 
£> 

14 

Vt. 

91 

T> 
XJ 

2 

Vt. 

n 

8 

Ohio. 

usss 

2 

"D 
X) 

14 

Vt. 

o  / 

A 

7 

Vt. 

1  Q 

oa  l 

7 

Vt. 

oi 

—4; 

D 

7 

Vt. 

9« 
ZO 

JL> 

7 

Vt. 

r> 

L> 

7 

Vt. 

93 

Zo 

USS3 

2 

Vt. 

9  A 

XT 

rl 

1  cav. 

Vt 

93 

IT 
XX 

1  cav. 

Vt. 

9^ 
ZO 

IX 
fl 

1  cav. 

Vt. 

1} 

169 

N.  Y. 

97 
Z  / 

r% 
\j 

11 

Vt. 

z  < 

T> 

x> 

14 

Vt. 

ol 

XJ 
X) 

2 

Vt. 

iy 

L- 

•  5 

Vt. 

20 

H 

1  cav. 

Vt. 

19 

B 

14 

Vt. 

TJ 
J> 

14 

Vt. 

OS 

1? 

Xj 

o 

Vt. 

p 

10 

Vt. 

26 

B 

2 

Vt. 

20 

B 

2 

Vt. 

I 

7 

Vt. 

22 

C 

5 

Vt. 

21 

B 

2 

Vt. 

19 

E 

5 

vt. 

E 

5 

Vt. 

40 

I 

7 

Vt. 

7 

Vt. 

Enlisted. 

1861, 
Mav  2,  '61 


Ang.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Dec.  23,  '63 
Oct.  2.  '61 
May  2,  '64 
Dec.  14,  '63 
Dec  17,  '63 
Dec.  10,  '61 
Feb.  16,  '64 
Aug.  27,  '64 
Aug.  6,  '64 
Aug.  30,  '62 
Aug.  14,  '62 


Aug.  30,  '62 
Aug.  14,  '62 
Aug.  12,  '62  2  Lt. 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Dec.  23,  '63 
Nov.  30,  '63 
Nov.  30,  '63 
June  7,  '62 
Mar.  10,  '64 

Aug.  27,  '62  Serj. 
May,  9,  '61 

Nov.  15  '61  Serj. 
Aug.  27,  '62  Serj. 
Dec.  30,  '63 
Dec.  23,  '63 
Aug.  27.  .64 
Dec.  9,  '61 
Feb.  17,  '64 
Nov.  15,  '61 
Sept.  18,  '61 
Dec.  26, '63  Serj. 
Nov.  19,  '61  Corp. 


Aug  11, '62 
Aug  27, '62 
Aug.  30.  '62 
Aug.  30,  '62 
Sept.  16,  '61 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  27,  '62 
Aug.  30,  '62 
Aug.  2,  '62 
Aug.  16,  '62 
May,  9,  '61 

Aug.  22.  '01 
Aug.  23,  '62 


Term  of 

Bounty. 

Bank. 

EnlisCnt.  jr. Town. 

Major 

o  ys 

Capt. 

3 

ys 

3  ys 

8.9*; 

9  mo 

ioo 

9  mo 

1  DO 

3  ys 

500 

Corp. 

3  y3 

200 

3  ys 

500 

3  ys 

500 

3ys 

3  ys 

200 

lyr 

1000 

3  ys 

700 

3  ys 

100 

3  ys 

100 

Serj. 


Capt. 


3  ys 

3  ys 

4  ys 
9  mo 
9  mo 
9  mo 
3  ys 
3ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
3  ys 
9  mo 
3  ys 


1/5 

100 
100 
$115 
100 
110 
500 
300 
3U0 

500 
700 
100 


Aug.  15,  '61  Corp. 
Doc.  15,  '63 
Dec.  1,  '63 


9  mo 

100 

3  ys 

500 

3  ys 

500 

lyr 

725 

3  ys 

3  ys 

200 

3ys 

3  vs 

200 

3  ys 

3  ys 

3  ys 

100 

9  mo 

125 

3  ys 

150 

3  ys 

150 

3  vs 

9  mo 

125 

9  mo 

150 

3  ys 

3  vs 

100 

3  ys 

3  ys 

3  ys 

3  ys 

500 

3  ys 

3  ys 

200 

3  'vs 

3  vs 

825 

3  ys 

800 
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The  following  named  persons  who  wore 
drafted  in  Aug.,  1S63,  furnished  substitutes 
usually  at  the  cost  of  $300  each  :  James  McD. 
Andrus,  Reuben  Dillingham,  Jesse  C.  Gray, 
Jacob  McFadden  and  Charles  H.  Russell. 
Leonard  Johnson,  who  was  not  drafted  put 
in  a  substitute  at  an  expense  of  $175. 

The  following  persons  who  were  drafted  in 
Aug.,  1863,  paid  commutation  each  $  300  : 
Seth  E.  Culver,  Ogden  Fisher,  Levi  Hanks, 
Frederick  M  Hollister,  Levi  Parris,  Michael 
Quinland,  Warren  Rice  and  Joel  S.  Wilcox. 

The  following  persons,  natives  of  the  town 
enlisted  in  this  and  other  States. 

Name  of  Soldier.  Name  of  Soldier' t  Wliere 
_  Father.  Enlisted. 

Francis  Bigart,       James  Bigart,      N  Y. 
Charles  D.  Castle,    Tracy  Castle,  Wells. 
Albert  Culver,        Erastus  Culver,  Pawlet 
Capt.W.G. Edgerton, Jacob  Edgerton,  Rutl  'd  j 
Lt.  C.  M.  Edgerton,  George  Edgerton,  Wal- 

^  lingford 
Lt.  R.  A.  Edgerton,  Marson  Edgerton, Ohio. 
Ira  Foster,  Giimore  Foster,    N.  Y. 

Milton  H.  Hanks,   Isaac  Hanks,  Wis. 
Franklin  Hollister,  Innis  Hollister,  111. 
Frank  Jones,  Ephraim  Jone-,  Rupert 

Owen  Loomis,         Gideon  A.  Loomis, Minn. 
Michael  Hoy,  Jr.,    Michael  Hoy, 
Luther  Motntt,       Alvin  Momtt, 
Uiram  Moffitt,        Alvin  Momtt, 
Ashbel  H.  Pepper,  Simeon  Pepper,  Castl'n 
James  B.  Robinson,  D.  F.  Robinson,  111. 
Nath'l  H.  Robinson, David  Robinson,  111. 
Edw'd  H.  Robinson, D.  F.  Robinson,  111. 
Surg.  J.  F.  Simonds,  Joel  Simonds,  Iowa. 
David  H.  Smith,      Ephra.m  Smith,  111. 
Samuel  Sneil,  John  Snell, 

John  Stearns,  Jr.,  John  Stearns,  Kan. 
James  W.  Strong,  Martin  D.  Strong, Mich. 
Thomas  J.  Strong,  John  Strong,  N.  Y. 
Horace  Taylor,  Sylvester  Taylor,  Ohio. 
William  Tayxor,  Sylvester  Taylor,  Ohio. 
Warren  Wickham,  \Vm.  Wickham,  N.  Y. 
Leroy  D.  Mc  Wain,  Eihanan  Mc  Wain, 111. 
Nathaniel  Mc  Wain, Eihanan  McWain.Ill. 

DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 

Noble  C.  Bostwick,  son  of  Henry  Bost- 
wick,  enlisted  for  3  years,  in  Co.  E,  5th  Vt. 
reg.  Aug.  15,  '61,  and  held  the  position  of 
gergeant.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service,  he  re-enlisted,  Dec.  15,  '63.  and 
was  killed  at  the  bloody  conflict  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, June  1,  '6-1,  aged  23. 

Charle3  Barrett,  son  of  Elijah  Barrett, 
enlisted  for  three  months  in  Co.  K,  1st  Vt. 
reg.;  after  his  term  of  service,  re-enlisted  in 
Co.  K.  12th  Vt.  reg.  Aug.  3,  '62,  and  died  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  May  10,  '63,  aiz^d  27. 

Merritt  C.  Barrett,  sou  of  Elijah  Bar- 
rett, enlisted  Sept.  '61,  in  Co.  H,  1st  Vt.  cav. 


was  with  his  regiment  in  all  their  hen)  a 
campaigns  until  taken  prisoner  Aug.  '•  j  . 
severely  wounded  before    taken  prisonei 
died  soon  after  at  the  age  of  20. 

Simeon  E.  Cook,  only  child  of  Erasmus  I) 
Cook,  enlisted  May  12,  '62,  in  Co.  C,  11th  Vt. 
heavy  artillery ;  died  at  Arlington  Height*, 
Va.,  Aug.  3,  '63,  aged  19  His  remains  wee 
brought  home  for  interment. 

George  G.  Hanks,  son  of  Galusha  Hanks, 
enlisted  Feb.  7,  '62,  in  Co.  I,  7th  Vt.  reg ; 
died  at  New  Orleans,  Oct.  2,  '62,  aged  17. 

Selden  A.  Hall,  son  of  Daniel  H.  Hall, 
enlisted  Aug.  22,  '61,  in  Co.  E,  5th  Vt.  reg.; 
died  Jan.  16,  '62,  aged  19.  We  well  remem- 
ber the  joy  and  satisfaction  manifested  by 
his  parents,,  who  called  at  onr  house  on  the 
way  to  thee  pot  in  sending  their  soldier  boy 
a  choice  box  of  stores  prepared  by  his  moth- 
er's own  hand,  which  only  reached  him  on 
the  day  of  his  death.  His  remains  were 
brought  home  for  interment. 

George  Johnson  enlisted  Aug.  3,  '63,  in 
Co.  M,  11th  Vt.  reg.;  died  in  hospital,  June 
16 --'34,  aged  26. 

Lieut.  John  G.  Johnson  enlisted  for  3 
years  in  Co.  G,  96th  N.  Y.  reg.;  was  killed  at 
Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  '64.  He  was  a  man  of 
uncommon  ability  and  intelligence. 

Franklin  S.  McArthur,  step-son  of  Silas 
Sheldon,  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  7th  Vt.  reg.  He 
fell  a  victim  of  the  climate  in  a  few  months. 

Michael  Mc  Brinn,  son  of  James  Mc 
Brinn,  enlisted  in  the  169th  N.  Y.  reg.;  was 
killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,  '64;  his  moth- 
er receives  a  pension. 

James  Mc  Grath,  son  of  Daniel  McGrath, 
in  the  naval  service,  died  at  Chelsea  Host  1- 
tal,  Boston,  in  '65.  His  remains  w^ro 
brought  home  for  interment. 

Thomas  C.  Moseer  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  7th 
Vt.  reg.,  Dec.  10,  '61  ;  died  Nov.  2,  '62,  aged 
30.  His  widow,  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Win. 
B.  Robinson,  receives  a  pension. 

Asa  L.  Munroe,  son  of  Atherton  Munroe, 
enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co.  L.  11th  Vt.  reg.; 
died  at  Andersonville  prison,  Jane  24,  'o4 
aged  19. 

Francis  Murray,  a  native  of  Canada,  en- 
listed Aug.  24,  '62.  for  3  years  iu  Co.  E,  5th 
Vt.  rt.-^  ;  was  instantly  killed  in  a  skirmish  at 
Funkstnwn,  Md.,  July  10,  '63.  He  was  the 
first  soldier  killed  from  this  town.  His  wid- 
ow receives  a  pension. 

Edward  Nye,  eon  of  Nathaniel  Nve,  en- 
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hated  for  3  years  in  Co.  B,  9th  Vt.  reg.  He 
died  in  hospital,  Mar.  30,  '64,  aged  23. 

Charles  P.  Taylor,  son  of  Samuel  Tay- 
lor, jr.,  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  14th  Vt.  reg.;  was 
sergeant ;  died  of  measles,  Apr.  10,  '63,  aged 

20.  He  was  energetic  in  recruiting  his  com- 
pany, and  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  His 
remains  were  brought  home  tor  interment. 

George  W.  Tailor,  son  of  Samuel  Taylor, 
jr.,  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co.  B.  2d  Vt.  reg.; 
died  at  Washington  city,  Sept.  17,  '61,  aged 

21.  He  was  the  first  soldier  from  this  town 
who  died  in  the  service. 

Martin  P.  Wood,  son  of  Luther  B.  Wood, 
enlisted  for  3  years,  Aug.  2,  '62,  in  Co.  B.  2d 
Vt.  reg.;  instantly  killed  at  Spottsylvania, 
Va.,  May  12,  '64,  aged  27  years.  His  wid 
ow  receives  a  pension. 

Willabd  Wood  from  Danby,  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  10th  Vt.  reg.,  for  3  years  ;  drowned  at 
Whitesford,  Md.,  May  7,  '63,  aged  19. 

Augustus  L.  Wright,  son  of  Wm.  Wright, 
enlisted  for  3  years,  Aug.  22,  '61,  in  Co.  E, 
5th  Vt.  reg.;  died  Nov.  6,  '61,  aged  22. 

Joun  Warren  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  169th 
N.  Y.  reg;  for  3  years.  He  was  killed  in- 
stantly at  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  '64. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  four  sons  of  a  wid- 
owed mother,  all  of  whom"  were  in  the  ser- 
vice. His  patriotic  mother  needs  and  de- 
Serves,  but  does  not  receive  a  pension. 

LOCAL  MILITIA. 

The  revolutionary  struggle,  our  critical  re- 
lations to  New  York,  the  constant  apprehen- 
sions of  invasions  from  Canada,  and  the  oc- 
casional neccessity  of  putting  down  domestic 
insurrections,  seem  to  have  imbued  our  fath- 
ers with  a  thorough  military  spirit  £rorn  the 
first  settlement  of  the  town.  Perhaps  no 
town  in  the  state  was  more  active  in  organiz- 
ing uniformed  military  companies  than  this. 
There  were  organized  and  maintained  for  a 
long  period,  four  uniformed  companies  be- 
sides the  standing  company,  viz. 

The  Cavalry.  A  company  was  in  exis- 
tence here  before  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
but  we  have  no  data  from  which  to  deter- 
mine the  precise  time  of  its  organization. 
The  larger  part  of  this  company  belonged 
to  this  town,  but  there  wore  men  in  it  from 
Wells,  Middletown  and  Danby.  Its  captains 
from  this  town  were  Wm.  Fitch,  Joshua 
Cobb,  Ozias  Clark, Cyrus  Wells,  Joseph  Clark, 
Daniel  Welch,  jr.,  Gideon  A.  Loomis,  Robert 


H.  Smith,  Lovine  Bromley ,Geo.  W.  Bromley, 
Isaac  Crosby. 

The  Light  Artillery.  Formed  in  1S02, 
and  furnished  with  a  three  pounder  brass 
field-piece.  Its  captains  were :  John  Sar- 
geant,  James  Pratt,  Benjamin  Fitch,  David 
Cleveland,  Willard  Cobb,  David  Whedon, 
pLalph  Sargent,  Stephen  Reed,  Ezekiel  Beebe, 
Thomas  Crocker,  John  Conant.  John  Stearns, 
Benjamin  Sage. 

The  Light  Infantry.  To  which  we  have 
no  means  of  fixing  the  date  of  the  organiza- 
tion but  which  was  probably  before  the  ar- 
tillery. Its  captains  were  :  Elisha  Averili, 
Joseph  Adams,  Seth  Blossom,  Josiah  Munroe, 
Joel  Harmon,  jr.,  Abner  Luinbard,  James 
Sloane,  Ehsha  Smith,  Joshua  D.  Cobb.  Roy- 
al Sargent,  Walter  Strong,  John  Fitch,  Mah- 
lon  Cook,  Josiah  Toby,  Hiram  Wiokham, 
George  Willard,  Jeremiah  Bushee,  Thomas  J. 
Swallow. 

The  Infantry.  This  company  was  in  ex- 
istence, prior  to  any  other  and  was  the  basi3 
of  all  the  rest.  Its  captains  were  :  John 
Stark,  Jonathan  Willard,  John  Cobb,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Jedediah  Edgerton,  

Walden,  Simeon  Edgerton,  jr.,  Seth  Sheldon. 
Lyman  Reed,  David  Blakely,  jr.,  John 
Cleveland,  Leonard  Utley,  David  Tryon, 
Sylvester  Pitkin,  Harvey  Viets,  James  John- 
son, Henry  VL-ts,  Joshua  Hulett,  jr. 

THE  PAWLET  BAND. 

Besides  the  foregoing  strictly  military  com- 
panies, the  Pawlet  Band  was  organized  about 
1806.  It  was  hansomely  uniformed  and  re- 
quired to  muster  for  duty,  at  the  same  time 
the  military  companies  met.  It  was  under 
the  command  of  a  captain,  who  ranked  as 
sergeant.  This  band  was  got  up  under  the 
auspices  of  the  lodge  of  Free- masons  who 
furnished  in  part  the  instruments.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  band  organized  in 
the  State,  and  was  greatly  in  request  to  play 
for  masonic  celebrations,  Fourths  of  Juiy, 
college  commencements,  and  various  other 
public  occasions.  We  annex  the  original 
muster  roll  of  the  company,  with  such  ad- 
ditions as  were  afterwards  made:  Lovell 
Leach,  Robert  Cox,  Daniel  Clark,  Harvey 
Cook,  Joshua  D.  Cobb,  Philip  Clark, 
Clark,  John  M.  Clark,  Kucard  Stoddard,  Si- 
las Gregory,  Nathan  Allen,  Harry  Oris  wold, 
Nathan  Stoddard,  Robert  Wiokhatn,  Chas.  F. 
Edgertou,  Elijah  Weeks,  David  Carver,  Geo. 
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H.  Purple,  James  Pratt,  jr.,  Alva  Pratt,  Ira 
Marks,  John  T.  Barden,  William  Clark, 
Horace  Penfield. 

The  instruments  of  this  band,  for  a  full 
company  of  14,  were  as  follows  :  1  French 
horn,  1  bugle,  4  clarionets,  1  clarion,  5  bas- 
soons, 1  violin,  1  drum.  Its  capcains,  whom 
we  remember,  were  Milton  Brown  and  Asa 
S.  Jones.  The  ordinary  routine  of  duty  for 
these  several  companies,  was  to  meet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  June  in  each  year,  for  in- 
spection of  arms  and  drill,  and  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  Oct.  for  drill  and  exercise,  to 
which  were  sometimes  added  the  performance 
of  mock  fights.  They  also  attended  general 
muster,  once  in2years,  usually  at  Tinrnouth, 
for  review.  Occasionallythey  met  for  brig- 
ade review.  The  only  compensation  for  all 
their  services,  and  for  keeping  themselves 
uniformed,  armed  and  equipped,  was  an  ex- 
emption from  poll  tax,  worth  to  each  one 
perhaps  75  cents  per  year. 

These  companies  continued  in  existence 
down  to  about  1840,  when  they  were  dis- 
banded. 

Under  the  act  of  1864,  a  military  organ- 
ization was  effected  in  conjunction  with  Ru- 
pert and  Wells,  consisting  of  50  men,  30  of 
whom  are  from  this  town.  Its  present  offi- 
cers are,  Adams  L.  Bromley,  Capt.,  Phineas 
Paul,  first  Lieut.,  and  Lucius  M.  Carpenter, 
second  Lieut.  This  company  meets  but  once 
a  year,  has  its  uniform,  arms  and  equipments 
found  by  the  State  and  besides  has  pay  for 
its  time. 

The  following  field  and  general  officers,  be- 
longed to  this  town:  Gen.  Elisha  Averill, 
Col.  Stephen  Pearl,  Col.  Wm.  Fitch,  Col. 
John  Sargent,  Col.  Elisha  Clark,  Col.  Ozias 
Clark,  Col.  Samuel  Willard,  Major  Sylvanus 
Gregory,  Major  Moses  Porter,  Major  Salmon 
Weeks. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 

By  the  laws  of  1779,  after  the  State  gov- 
ernment had  gone  into  operation,  a  large 
share  of  criminal  offences  were  punishable 
by  whipping  on  the  naked  back,  from  ten  to 
one  hundred  lashes,  according  to  the  nature 
and  aggravation  of  the  offence.  For  several 
crimes  they  were  required  to  wear  in  some 
conspicious  place  on  their  garments  the  initial 
letter  of  the  crime  they  had  committed  in  ad- 
dition to  the  whipping.  Those  laws  inflict- 
ing corporal  punishment  were  continued  and 
modified  from  time  to  time  until  about  18 10. 


We  ourselves  remember  an  instance  of  its  in- 
fliction on  a  young  lad  who  was  convicted  of 
theft,  by  Simon  Stone,  second  constable. 

In  the  absence  of  a  common  government 
each  town  managed  its  local  affairs  as  best 
suited  itself.  Each  town  elected  a  board, 
called  at  first,  townsmen,  and  afterwards  se- 
lectmen, who  exercised  in  tht-ir  respective 
localities,  about  the  same  degree  of  abitrary 
power  as  did  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
State  at  large.  (1867  ) 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Simon  Burton,  1769 ;  Parmalee  Allen, 
1770  ;  Gideon  Adams,  1775  to  1813;  Gideon 
A.  Loornis,  1813  to  '14;  John  Edgerton. ,1815 
to  '26  ;  Elisha  Allen,  1827  to  '45  ;  Harry 
Griswold,  1846  to  '48 ;  Martin  D.  Strong, 
1849  to  '54;  Jerome  B.  Bromley,  1855;  Fa- 
yette Potter,  1856  to  '57  ;  Hiram  Wickham 
1858  to  the  present  time. 

SELECTMEN  FROM  1775  to  1867. 

David  Castle,  1775,  '76  ;  Wm  Fitch,  1775 
— '82;  John  Thompson,  1776  '83  ;  Joel  Har- 
mon, 1776 — '96;  Gideon  Adams,  1777 — '80; 
Lemuel  Clark,  1777— '88  ;  Roger  Rose,  1777  ; 
John  Stark,  1778 — '83;  John  Stewart,  1778  ; 
Samuel  Willard,  1778:  Jedediah  Reed,  1779, 
Simeon  Edgerton,  1781 — '98  :  Zadoc  Everest, 
1781;  John  Abbott,  1781;  Jonathan  Wil- 
lard, 1781— '89;  Gideon  Cobb,  1782;  Elisha 
Clark,  jr.,  17S2:  Lemuel  Chipman,  1783 
'85  ;  Seth  Sheldon,  1784 — '96  ;  Nathaniel 
Smith,  1784;  BenoniSmith,  1785—97;  Elk- 
anah  Cobb,  1785;  Moses  Porter,  17S6,  '87; 
Elisha  Fitch,  1786:  Ezekiel  Harmon,  1786 — 
'93  ;  Stephen  Pearl,  1787  :  Joseph  Hascall, 
17S8 — '99;  James  Hopkins,  1789;  Joseph 
Fitch,  17,90— '96;  Philip  Reed,  1793— '98  ; 
Abisha  Moseley,  1793 — :96 ;  Findley  Mc 
Naughton,  1793— '96 ;  John  Cobb,  1793: 
Samuel  Wright,  1797 — '99  ;  John  Moseley, 
1797/98;  Edmund  Whedon,  1797;  Daniel 
Fitch,  1798—1816;  Asa  Field  1793—1800; 
Samuel  Rose,  1799:  Wm.  Potter,  1799;  Jon- 
athan Safford,  1300  ;  John  Sargent,  1800— 
'05;  James  Leach,  1800— '09;  Ashhel  Hoi- 
lister,  1801;  Sylvanus  Gregory,  1801;  O/was 
Clark,  1801:  Peter  Stevens,  1802—  05;  Ti- 
tus A.  Cook,  1802;  Andrew  Henry,  L803— 
'12  ;  Josiah  Toby,  1S03,  '04;  James  Pratt, 
1805— '07;  Joel  Harmon,  jr.,  1805— '07  ; 
Iunett  Holliater,  1806 — '12;  Joseph  Porter, 
1808 — TO  ;  Benj.  Fitch,  1808— '13;  John 
Guild,  1810/11;  Josiah  Munroe,  1810/11; 
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'*  Palmer  Cleveland,  1811—13;  Timothy 
Brewster,  1812,  '13;  Reuben  Smith,  1813— 
'15;  Wrn.  Wallace,  1813,  '14  ;  Amos  Galusha, 
1814,  '15;  David  Cleveland,  1814— '17;  Reu- 
ben Toby  1816— '13  ;  Henry  Wooster,  1816, 
'17 ;  Phineas  Strong,  1816  ;  John  Allen,  1817, 
18;  Joel  Simonds,  1817,  '18;  Wm.  Marsh, 
1818;  Ervin  Hopkins,  1818;  Joel  Simonds, 
jr.,  1819— '30;  Simeon  Edgerton,  jr.,  1819 
—"29;  Joseph  P.  Upham,  1319—29;  Sam- 
uel Wright,  jr.,  1825,  '23 ;  Paul  Hulett,  1826 
—29;  Milton  Brown,  1829—34:  Oliver 
Hanks,  1330— '36;  Return  Strong,  1831,  '32  ; 
James  Leach,  jr.,  1833 — '42;  Joshua  D. 
Cobb,  1834  ;  Joshua  Potter,  1335— '42  ;  Robt 
H.  Smith,  1S37— '55  ;  Nathan  Allen,  1S37, 
'38;  Jeremiah  Bushee,  1839— '49;  Ossian  H. 
Simonds,  1843;  Jonathan  Staples,  1S43,  '44  ; 
David  Carver.  1841 — '46;  David  Blakely, 
1845— '47;  Jonathan  Randall,  1347;  Hiel 
Hollister,  1847-;  Sheldon  Edgerton,  184S,  '49; 
Martin  D.  Strong,  1843;  James  Baldrige, 
1849—  55  ;  Austin  S.  Whitcomb,  1850—63  ; 
Lucius  M.  Carpenter,  1S55 — '60 ;  James  M. 
Shaw,  1856—  '61 ;  Henry  R.  Hosford,  1856; 
Hewit  Blakeley,  1857—60  ;  Norman  Win- 
chester, 1861 — '67;  Leonard  Johnson,  1861 
—-'67;  David  G.  Blossom,  1864—  67  ;  Elisha 
B.  Cook,  1864.  ' 

constitutional  officers. 

Members  of  the  council  of  Censors — 
Jonathan  Brace,  1785;  Nathaniel  Harmon, 
1831. 

Members  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention— Lemuel  Chipman,  1791 ;  Caleb  Al- 
len, 1793;  James  Leach,  1814;  Benjamin 
Fitch,  1822  ;  Joel  Simonds,  1828  ;  Nathaniel 
Harmon,  1836  ;  Geo.  W.  Harmon,  1843  ; 
Robert  H.  Smith,  1850. 
State  Senate— Elisha  Allen,  1S43 — 
Representatives  to  the  General  As 
sembly  since  1778— Zadoc  Everest,  1778  ; 
Gideon  Adams,  1796 — 1802;  Benjamin  Fitch, 
1S14— '22  Wm.  Fitch,  1781— '84;  Simeon 
Edgerton,  1780— '82;  Joel  Harmon,  1783; 
Lemuel  Chipman,  1785 — '93  ;  Joseph  Has- 
cill,  1794;  Nathaniel  Smith,  1794—96; 
John  Sargent,  1803;  Ephraim  Fitch,  1803— 
'06  James  Leach,  1S07— '09  ;  Iunett  Hollister, 
1317— 19;  Phineas  Strong,  1819—20;  Oli- 
ver Hanks,  1S23— '26  ;  Return  Strong,  1827 
—'29;  Milton  Brown,  1S30— '32  ;  Elisha  Al- 
len, 1833,  '31;  Sheldon  Edgerton,  1846—  '49; 
Jo-hua  Potter,  1837;  David  Blakely,  1838, 


'39  ;  Horace  Wilcox,  1810,  '41  ;  Hiel  Hollis- 
ter, 1842  ;  Ira  Marks,  1844—46  ;  Charles  F. 
Edgerton,  1844,  '45  ;  Robert  H.  Smith,  1350, 
'51 ;  Daniel  H.  Bromley,  1852,  '53  ;  Charles 
Allen,  1854,  '55;  Asa  A.  Monroe,  1856,  '57  ; 
James  Leach,  1850,  '60;  A.  Sidney  Hough- 
ton, 1861,  '62  ;  Ervin  Pratt,  1863,  '64  ;  Lucius 
M.  I  arpenter,  1865,  '66. 

County  Judges,  John  Stark,  1778  ;  Lem- 
uel Chipman,  1788—93  ;  Elisha  Allen,  lb43 
—'50. 

Sheriff,  Jacob  Edgerton,  1S41— '61. 

Deputy  Sheriffs,  Return  Strong,  Walter 
Strong,  Jacob  Edgerton,  Abraham  Edgerton, 
Moses  P.  Fitch,  James  Rice,  Fayette  Blakely. 

Postmasters,  From  1808,  Dorastus  Fitch, 
1809—  27;  George  H.  Purple,  1828— "30; 
Horace  Clark,  1836— '39  ;  Russell  C.  Wheeler 
1833—37  ;  Elisha  F.  Rogers.  5  months,  1839 
Daniel  P.  Taylor,  1840,  '41 ;  Thomas  J.  Swal- 
low, 1842—45;  Charles  W.  Potter,  1851— 
'61  ;  Martin  D.  Strong,  1350— '53;  Moses  P. 
Fitch,  1334;  James  Rice,  1862—67. 

At  West  Pawlet,  from  1852,  Thoma3  D. 
Sheldon,  5  months  1853;  Leonard  Johnson, 
1854;  Orson  F.  Betts,  1855;  Martin  V.  B. 
Pratt,  1856—61 ;  John  A.  Orr,  1862—  67. 

From  1790  to  1820,  this  town  was  repre- 
sented 10  years  by  federals  and  20  years  by 
democrats,  the  town  being  all  the  time  near- 
ly evenly  balanced. 

The  war  which  closed  in  1815,  unished  the 
federal  party.  For  some  10  years  no  party 
lines  were  drawn.  When  Gen.  Jackson  was 
presented  to  the  people  as  a  candidate  for 
president  in  1824,  he  received  but  six 
votes  in  town,  but  his  friends  grew  apace  and 
soon  became  numerous.  In  1823,  the  anti- 
masonic  party  organized ;  then  there  were 
three  parties  in  .town,  the  antimasonic  the 
most  numerous,  never  succeeded  in  elect- 
ing its  candidates  as  the  other  parties  would 
unite  against  it.  In  4  or  5  years  the  antima- 
sons  disbanded  and  were  absorbed  in  other 
parties.  About  1332,  the  whig  party,  many 
of  whose  original  leaders  were  democrats,  was 
organized  and  during  its  whole  existence  had 
a  majority  in  this  town,  though  sometimes 
defeated  on  personal  grounds.  In  1855,  the 
i  American  party  was  suddenly  sprung  upon 
us ;  but  it  elected  its  ticket  but  one  year,  and 
fell  back  to  the  old  parties.  In  the  Last  £reat 
battle  which  had  to  he  fought  at  home  as 
well  as  in  the  field,  the  union  party  in  this 
town  had  an  immense  majority.    And  lot  it 
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be  here  remarked  that  in  all  the  mutations 
of  party  from  1766  to  1867,  this  town  has 
ever  been  loyal  to  the  national  government, 
and  has  paid  over  its  cash  and  filled  its  quota, 
with  alacrity  and  promptness. 

LOCAL  LITERATURE. 

Whatever  the  inhabitants  of  fchn  town  for 
the  last  hundred  years  may  have  been,  and 
whatever  they  may  have  done,  they  are  not 
chargeable  with  much  waste  of  printer's  ink. 
After  diligent  inquiry,  we  were  able  to  find 
in  print,  a  sermon  delivered  before  the  legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  Oct.  8,  1312,  by  Rev. 
Isaac  Beall  ;  a  fune  al  sermon  delivered  at 
the  village,  Jan.  12,  1813,  by  Rev.  John 
Griswold,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Ephraim  Fitch,  who  was  killed  instantly  in 
his  mill ;  and  a  singing  manual,  by  Joel  Har- 
mon, jr.  Besides  "tnese,  we  believe  a  few 
sermons  and  controversial  pamphlets  have 
been  printed  and  numerous  contributions  to 
the  magazine  and  newspaper  press  have  been 
furnished. 

We  quote  from  Mr.  Griswold's  discourse 
on  the  character  of  Ephraim  Fitch. 

"He  was  a  man  of  great  usefulness  and  ex- 
tensive connections.  Perhaps  no  man  among 
us  did  more  business  of  various  kinds  than 
he.  As  to  his  connections,  he  had  a  wife 
and  large  family,  was  himself  a  member  of  a 
large  family  of  his  father's,  a  member  of  the 
fraternity  of  Free-masons,  of  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Society,  and  of  the  Cong.  Society, 
so  that  his  relative  and  social  connections 
were  large.  As  to  his  usefulness :  as  a  son  he 
was  respectful  ;  as  a  brother,  he  was  loving; 
as  husband,  kind  ;  as  a  parent,  tender  and  in- 
dulgent; he  provided  well  for  his  family;  as 
a  neighbor,  he  was  obliging  ;  as  a  magistrate, 
prompt  to  do  justice.  He  was  a  constant  at- 
tendant on  public  worship,  a  friend  to  good 
order,  and  contributed  treely  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel.  He  had  done  much  towards 
the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  instruction 
of  the  rising  generation.  Now  why  should 
s-uch  a  man  be  taken  away  in  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness  ?  Can  we  pry  into  the  counsels 
of  God  and  search  out  his  reasons  ?  No  !  we 
can  only  say,  'Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it 
seemed  good  in  thy  sight."' 

**  To  our  view  numbers  could  be  spared 
better.  We  should  not  feel  the  loss  in  soci- 
ety of  twenty  or  more,  we  could  name  so 
much  as  the  loss  of  him,  and  we  can  scarcely 
think  of  any  but  that  could  be  as  well 
spared. " 

In  1S09,  Joel  Harmon,  jr.,  published  the 
Columbian  Minstrel,  which  contained  only  53 
tunes  and  anthems.  Perhaps  not  ou"  of  these 
tunes  is  now  in  use.  It  would  seem  from 
the  preface  that  they  were  original  composi- 


tions.   We  extract  briefly  from  the  preface. 

"  Having  been  frequently  solicited  by 
those  who  are  in  the  practice  of  music  to 
publish  my  compositions  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  entered  or  may  hereafter  en- 
ter on  this  delightful  and  sublime  art,  I  have 
been  induced  to  offer  the  public  the  follow- 
ing work.  It  is  hoped  that  none  will  be 
disappointed  that  fuging  music  is  in  gen- 
eral omitted. " 

AN  ECLIPSE. 

The  moon  at  her  zenith  of  splendor  and  might, 
Was  dispensing  the  beams  of  her  pure  mellow  light, 

Far  around  her  cerulean  throne  ; 
The  earth  became  envious  while  viewing  the  scene, 
And  unceremoniously  roll'd  in  between 
That  beautiful  orb  and  the  sun. 

"  I  will  show  her,"  she  said  "  that  her  glory  shall  wane 
And  the  borrowed  light  of  which  she's  so  vain, 

Shall  leave  her  in  dusky  dishonor, 
And  'twill  humble  her  pride  as  she  sits  in  my  shade, 
Her  luster  departed — her  beauty  decayed, 

That  a  milliou  of  eyes  are  upon  her.'" 
The  clouds  —  she  had  doue  them  somo  service  it  seems 
Had  fringed  their  dark  robes  with  ber  silvery  beams, 

And  light  on  their  pathway  had  cast  •, 
When  they  saw  what  was  coming  —  incurtained  her 

throne 

And  a  mantle  drew  o'er  her — sweet  Charity's  own- 
Till  her  transient  misfortune  was  passed. 
But  the  stars  felt  no  sympathy — this  was  their  day — 
So  they  burnished  their  spangles  and  twinkled  away, 

Exulting  it  seemed,  at  her  fall ; 
She  was  subject  to  changes,  they  new  from  her  birth, — 
And  should  she  emerge  from  the  shadow  of  Earth, 

They  feared  she  might  outshine  them  all. 
But  there  was  one  thought — not  a  fanciful  one, 
That  the  moon  when  thus  darkened — shut  out  from 
the  sun, 

Was  an  emblem  though  feeble  and  dim; 
Of  the  Soul,  when  estranged  from  the  presence  of  GoJ, 
It  has  wandered  so  far  from  its  heaven-ward  road, 

That  the  Win  Id  gets  between  it  and  Him. 
0,  theu,  let  nie  count  all  afflictions  as  light, 
Though  the  billows  of  time  in  their  uttermost  might 

Unceasingly  over  me  roll  ; 
But  0 !  may  I  never  the  bitterness  know, 
The  depth  of  despair — inexpressible  wo, 

Of  a  total  eclipse  of  the  soul. 

Mart  Edqebtos. 

MAY-BLOOMS. 

BY  MARY  R0BINS0X. 

Up  the  maple-shaded  street, 
Comes  the  Bound  of  children's  feet, 
And  their  voices  drop  like  rain, 
While  the  hills  talk  back  again. 

And  they  wander  here  and  there, 
With  their  teet  so  browu  and  bare. 
Clasping  hands  brown  us  their  leet, 
Up  aud  down  the  shaded  street. 

There  is  Allie  with  dark  eye*, 
Deeply  shaded  from  the  akitt, 
And  a  heart  as  gently  km  I 
i  As  the  dowers  or  the  wiud. 
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Fannie's  pink  dress  has  a  grace 
Like  some  beauty  rolied  in  lace; 
And  the  May-blooms  'round  her  head 
Give  her  feet  a  queenly  tread. 

Little  Willie  used  to  come- 
Now  he's  in  the  Sunset  Home  I 
And  we  miss  him  at  our  door 
Since  his  6mall  feet  come  no  more ! 

There's  Ellie,  with  her  shining  head, 
And  her  brown  feet's  winsome  tread, 
From  her  wee  checked  bonnet  looks 
Volumes  of  sweet  story-books. 

In  Kittie's  hand  I  almost  know 
May-blooms  in  the  spring  time  grow, 
And  I  think  they  are  more  fair 
When  they  bud  and  blossom  there  1 

And  Johnnie  leads  the  little  band, 
As  t'  ey  wander  hand  in  hand 
With  their  sweet  and  childish  faces 
And  their  winsome  ways  and  graces. 

So  through  every  pleasant  day, 
In  the  sweet  young  month  of  May, 
Comes  the  music  of  their  feet 
Up  the  maple-shaded  street. 

BONNIE  JUNE. 

BY  MARY  EOBINSOX. 

She  moves  like  the  soft  southern  wind, 
In  fragrant  drapery  drest; 
And  lingers  a  moment,  to  lift 
The  leaves  from  the  robin's  nest. 
Down,  down  in  the  beautiful  vale 
'  She  bears  her  sunshine  and  flowers — 
A  blessing  for  little  children, 
A  balm  for  life's  weary  hours. 
She  twineth  green  leaves  and  mosses 
With  buds,  rose-tinted  and  blue — 
She  strews  them  along  the  wayside, 
And  fills  their  sweet  eyes  with  dew. 
She  carries  her  delicate  gifts 
Away  o'er  mountain  and  hill, 
Till  clovers  and  white  fringed  daisies 
The  sunshiny  meadows  fill. 
Oh,  beautiful  June,  with  her  shining  hours, 
Festooned  with  rose-tinted  buds  and  flowers  ! 

Under  each  little  brown  cover, 

All  under  the  dead  leaves  dry, 

She  scatters  a  wealth  of  blossoms 

As  softly  blue  as  the  sky — 

And  her  email  hands  never  weary 

Of  the  pleasant  task  begun  ; 

Through  the  purple  and  golden  hours 

She  silently  worketh  on. 

We  lovo  to  think  as  coming  years 

Shall  quietly  pass  away, 

Her  eyes  will  bend  above  our  forms 

As  beautiful  its  to-day — 

Summer's  roses  will  come  again 

And  swing  to  the  river's  tune, 

Hut  my  heart  grows  sad  when  I  think 

That  Li/--  hag  no  fecund  June.  1 

Oh,  weep  for  Life's  beautiful  summer  tied — 

For  the  Juno  that  lies  'uoath  the  roses,  dead  I 


HE  IS  GONE! 

BY  MARY  BOBIJfSOIT. 

"Hark  !  through  the  dim  woods  dying 
With  a  moan ; 
Faintly  the  winds  are  sighing, 
He  is  gone  ! 

He  sleeps  !  thy  brother  hath  lain  down  to  rest, 
Hath  folded  Death's  mantle  close  over  his  breast- 
He  heeds  not  the  storm  as  it  stirreth  around, 
Or  the  sobbing  rain  with  its  dreary  sound. 
The  bell  in  life's  temple  has  long  ceased  to  chime; 
Its  wiudows  are  closed  and  o'er  grown  thick  with 
vine— 

The  hinges  for  rust  can  be  turned  nevermore; 
Ye  can  ne'er  again  loosen  that  golden  doorl 
Sweet  be  his  slumbers,  and  soft  be  his  bed 
'Neath  the  young  maple's  shade  where  they've  pillow- 
ed his  head : 
E'en  cherish  the  daisy,  that  tenderly  creeps 
To  bless  with  its  sweet  eye  the  place  where  he  sleeps. 
When  gold  gathers  bright  in  the  western  sky, 
And  day  lieth  down  on  her  couch  to  die — 
When  the  little  bird  foldeth  her  wings  to  rest 
Aud  twilight  comes  slowly  in  grey  robe  drest — 
Go,  sit  where  he  rests— not  with  tearful  eye  ! 
Why  should  ye  be  sad,  his  spirit  is  nigh  ! 
Sing  sweetly  and  low  some  dear  olden  song; 
He'll  join  thee  then  as  iu  days  lor.R  gone. 
Do  ye  not  know  of  that  beautiful  laud, 
Where  with  perfumed  breezes  the  flowers  are  fanned? 
Of  waving  palms,  and  vine-shaded  seats — 
Of  sparkling  fountains  and  golden  streets? 
I  can  see  him  now  as  he  sitteth  there — 
And  his  face  is  young  and  passing  fair ! 
He  calls  and  waits  on  the  "  further  shore"— 
Waits  and  watches  from  Heavens  door  I 

Our  fathers'  leading  idea  was  to  grow 
wheat  both  for  home  use  and  with  which  to 
raise  money  to  pay  for  their  land.  Brought 
up  on  the  brown  bread  of  old  Connecticut, 
they  hoped  by  coming  here,  to  indulge  in  the 
wheaten  loaf.  But  their  high  raised  expec- 
tations were  not  fully  realized.  Most  of  the 
newly  cleared  fields  produced  wheat  in  lux- 
uriance, and  some  fields  held  out  for  a  long 
series  of  years.  But  to  speak  generally 
wheat  growing  was  a  failure. 

Many  of  our  first  settlers  allured  by  the 
splendid  reputation  for  the  wheat  growing  of 
Orwell  and  other  lake-towns,  emigrated 
thither,  among  whom  were  several  families 
of  Clark's,  Smith's,  Cobb's,  Perkin's,  etc. 
Those  clay-bottoms  held  out  better  than  our 
soils. 

By  degrees  our  people  had  to  fall  back  on 
the  brown  bread  of  their  fathers.  The 
coarser  grains  yielded  abundant  harvests,  but 
were  of  small  account  for  distant  markets; 
hence  distilleries  were  introduced  to  absorb 
our  surplus  grain  winch  was  about  aa  valua- 
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ble  for  feed  alter  the  alcohol  was  extracted  as 
before ;  but  in  a  few  years,  from  1820  to  1830, 
these  crops  sensibly  diminished  and  a  new 
impetus  was  given  to  emigration.  The  west 
was  now  open  for  settlement  and  families  em- 
igrated as  they  had  never  done  before.  Heavy 
canvas  covered  wagons,  many  of  them  drawn 
by  oxen,  could  be  seen  en  route  for  the  West 
having  the  words  "  bound  for  the  Ohio"  en- 
blazoned  on  their  sides.  This  caused  a  heavy 
drain  on  our  population  which  our  well- 
known  reputation  for  "  raising  men,"  could 
not  sustain  and  our  population  rapidly  de- 
clined. Several  considerable  settlements  in 
the  more  remote  quarters  of  the  town  were 
abandoned  and  some  highways  discontinued. 

The  introduction  of  manufactures  before, 
and  during  this  period,  partially  stayed  this 
tide  of  emigration,  yet  it  has  tiowed  out  ever 
since  and  there  has  been  no  reflux,  to  the 
present  day. 

When  our  lands  were  in  some  measure 
worn  out  by  a  succession  of  grain  crops,  we 
betook  ourselves  to  the  dairy  and  sheepfold 
to  recruit  our  exhausted  fields. 

Improved  breeds  of  catttle  and  sheep  were 
introduced  and  improved  processes  of  cheese- 
making  have  been  constantly  going  on  till 
they  have  culminated  in  the  establishment 
of  cheese  factories.  The  cultivation  of  root- 
crops  has  been  extended,  particularly  of  pota- 
toes which  have  been  raised  in  large  quanti- 
ties, at  first,  for  starch,  and  since  the  rail- 
road was  opened,  for  shipment  to  city  mar- 
kets. 

Fruit-growing  has  from  the  start  received 
great  attention.  Apple  orchards  were  every 
where  planted  in  great  abundance,  and  in 
virgin  soil  throve  well  with  little  care.  As 
you  pass  through  the  town,  some  parts  of 
which  are  deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  wher- 
ever you  see  a  clump  of  apple  trees  you  may 
be  sure  that  near  that  spot  some  one  under- 
took to  establish  for  himself  a  home.  The 
smaller  fruits  were  not  neglected  and  plums, 
cherries,  grapes  and  pears  flourished  luxuri- 
antly ;  strenuous  but  unavailing  efforts  were 
made  to  acclimate  the  peach.  On  newly 
cleared  fields  the  blackberry  and  raspberry 
grew  in  abundance,  while  the  meadows 
teemed  with  strawberries  and  the  mountains 
with  whortleberries  ;  but  old  age  and  the  se- 
verity of  our  winters  are  fast  destroying  our 
apple-trees  and  other  early  planted  fruits, 
and  wild  spontaneous  fnuts  are  growing 


scarce.  However,  improved  varieties  of 
apples,  pears,  plums,  grapes,  and  cherries  are 
being  introduced,  and  the  strawberry  and 
other  small  fruits  are  being  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens and  upon  the  whole,  the  present  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  town,  though  some 
of  our  hillsides  and  badly  managed  farms 
may  be  less  productive  than  formerly,  were 
never  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  at 
the  present  time.  The  value  of  farms  has 
appreciated  full  25  percent  on  the  gold  stand- 
ard within  the  last  5  years. 

MANUFACTURES. 

One  of  the  earliest  and  not  the  least  im- 
portant manufactures  of  the  town  was  the 
salts  of  ashes. 

Along  with  this,  was  the  manufacture  of 
maple  sugar  and  the  same  kettles  served  to 
boil  down  the  sap  which  were  used  to  make 
potash. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  most  of  the  cloth 
used  in  families  was  made  at  home.  The 
price  for  a  week's  work  spinning  was  4s;(66§ 
cts.)  and  for  housework  4s.  (3d.  A  neighbor 
at  my  elbow  relates  this  anecdote.  His  fath- 
er had  occasion  to  call  on  Gov.  Thomas  Chit- 
tenden on  public  business,  who  it  is  well 
known  kept  a  wayside  tavern  in  Charlotte. 
After  the  Governor's  wife  had  with  her  own 
hands  prepared  supper  and  cleared  up  thing?, 
'she  took  her  position  by  the  kitchen  fire  and 
carded  wool  till  a  late  hour,  while  the  Gover- 
nor was  in  the  bar-room  alternately  transact- 
ing official  business  and  waiting  on  customers 
at  the  bar.  * 

About  1800,  the  first  carding-machine 
brought  on  this  continent  was  set  up  at  Mid- 
dle Granville,  N.  Y.,  by  James  Smith.  The 
price  of  carding  was  10  cents  per  pound.  Ful- 
ling and  cloth-dressing  mills  were  in  use  at 
an  early  day,  but  how  early  we  cannot  say. 
There  was  one  at  West  Pawlet,  run  by  Wal- 
ter Jennings,  in  1812,  and  we  believe  at  the 
village  at  an  earlier  date.  Jonathan  Stevens 
and  John  Strong  built  a  woolen-factory  at 
West  Pawlet  in  1S12,  which  was  the  first  ia 
town.  About  the  same  timo  Doct.  John  Sar- 
gent built  a  woolen-factory  near  the  present 
sito  of  Enoch  Colvin's  factory.  This  latter 
was  run  several  years  by  Royal  Sargent  an  1 
ether  parties  until  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Asa  S.  and  Joel  Jones,  who  run  it  until  it  was 
burned,  about  1842.  Asa  S.  Jones  soou  after 
built  the  null  on  the  road,  which  ho  sold  in 
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1846,  to  Robert  Blakely,  who  run  it  (the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  time  in  connection  with  his 
eon  William)  until  1865,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Enoch  Colvin. 

At  an  early  day,  Capt.  Abner  Lumbard  run 
a  fulling  and  cloth-dressing-mill  at  the  vil- 
lage and  also  a  woolen  factory,  part  of  the 
time  in  connection  with  his  son  Chester. 
About  1812,  Willard  Cobb  built  a  factory  on 
Wells  brook  near  the  bridge.  Jonathan  Ste- 
vens run  the  factory  at  West  Pawlet  2  or  3 
years,  when  he  went  into  Cobb's  factory, 
which  was  soon  after  burnt.  The  war  with 
England  brought  all  these  factories  into  ex- 
istence ;  at  its  termination  they  were  all  com- 
pelled to  stop.  Jonathan  Stevens  continued 
the  business  in  a  small  way  until  1832,  when 
he  put  up  a  large  factory  on  Pawlet  river 
near  the  lower  covered  bridge,  which  did  a 
good  business  until  it  was  burned  in  1852. 
He  then  set  up  the  business  in  Granville,  N. 
Y„  which  is  still  continued  by  his  son  Robert. 

There  have  been  7  grist-mills  in  town,  all 
but  three  on  Pawlet  river.  The  first  was  on 
Wells  brook,  built  by  Remember  Baker 
about  1768 ;  the  nest  was  built  at  the  village, 
about  the  same  time,  by  William  Bradford, 
on  Flower  brook ;  the  next  on  the  site  of  the 
Red  mill,  by  Col  Samuel  Willard,  in  1783, 
which  was  soon  burned  and  the  present  mill 
erected;  the  next  near  the  lower  covered 
bridge  on  Pawlet  river,  about  the  same  time, 
by  Capt.  Benoni  Smith;  the  next,  near  the 
Frary  bridge,  about  1790,  by  William  Hanks; 
the  next  near  Smith  Hitts,  by  Seth  Blossom, 
Ashbel  Hollister  and  Satford  Hascall.  There 
was  also  a  mill  at  West  Pawlet,  built  by  Ed- 
mund Whedon.  Of  these  only  one,  the  Red 
mill,  is  now  in  existence,  run  by  Charles  F. 
Edgerpn.  There  have  been  6  or  8  saw-mills 
in  town,  which  are  now  reduced  to  the  one 
at  the  village,  run  by  David  Andrus. 

Several  small  establishments  were  set  up 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  leather;  one  on  Seely  Brown's  land, 
by  Wesley  Perkins ;  one  near  the  Frary 
bridge,  by  Ebenezer  Rollin,  and  one  on  our 
premises,  by  Ephraim  Jones.  These  were 
short  lived.  There  were  three  larger  estab- 
lishments, one  at  the  village,  run  by  Asahel 
Fitch  and  others;  one  south  of  the  village, 
run  by  David  Weeks  and  his  sons  Rich  and 
Seth  B,,  and  one  on  Indian  river  on  the  premi- 
ses of  C.  S.  Bard  well,  by  Palmer  Cleveland 
&  sons.    There  is  now  no  tannery  in  town. 


There  were  trip-hammers  on  Wells  brook, 
by  William  Maher;  on  Flower  brook,  by 
Nathaniel  Robinson,  and  on  Indian  river,  by 
C.  S.  Bard  well,  for  the  manufacture  of  edge- 
tools  and  machinery.  The  latter  is  the  only 
one  in  existence. 

There  have  been  5  distilleries  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  whiskey  from  rye  and  corn,  and 
brandy  from  cider  ;  one  at  the  village,  run  by 
Dorastus  Fitch  ;  one  at  West  Pawlet.  run 
last  by  Theron  Norton  ;  one  on  A.ex.  Clay- 
ton's premises,  run  by  Leonard  Dt-ley,  one 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  by  Jor.n  Ed^er- 
ton  and  others  ;  one  near  Curtis  Week's  by 
Mr.  Savage,  but  were  all  closed  30  years  ago. 

A  flax-dressing  mill  was  built  in  1S20,  by 
Ashbel  Hollister,  which  run  a  few  yea's.  A 
mill  for  cleaning  clover-seed  was  built  in  1507, 
by  Seely  Brown,  which  run  15  years,  A 
linseed  oil-mill  in  1814,  built  by  Samuel 
Wright,  jr.,  and  others,  run  some  20  years. 
A  mill  for  making  potato-starch,  by  Ira 
Marks  on  Indian  river,  was  built  in  IS 43. 
The  next  year  one  was  setup  orfcpawlrt  river 
by  ourself  and  Seth  Stearns.  Both  these  did 
a  large  business  several  years.  A  siive-rn;Il 
for  the  manufacture  of  shooks  for  the  soutn- 
ern  market  was  run  near  the  lower  covered 
bridge,  by  Ebenezer  Hayward,  which  close-i 
in  1865.  Lime  was  burned  in  the  south  par'D 
of  the  town,  by  James  Cook  and  other-,  |  me 
a  number  of  years.  Provision-barrel  w«re 
made  several  years  on  the  premises  o:  Stephen 
McFaddon  by  Samuel  Baldwin  and  Jonathan 
Monroe,  and  cheese-ca^ks  and  boxe-  jass 
above  by  Nathaniel  G.  Folger.  Cheese-b  -xes 
were  made  at  north  Pawlet  2  or  3  years  by 
machinery  moved  by  steam.  The  only  eherrse- 
box-factory  now  in  existence  in  town  is  at 
the  village,  by  David  Andrus.  Hats  were 
manufactured  at  the  village  by  Maj.  Sylvan- 
us  Gregory  and  his  son  Silas  Gregory.  40  or 
50  year3.  A  stocking-factory  was  run  at  tne 
village  several  years  by  Ira  Marks.  Palmer 
Cleveland  &  Sons,  about  the  year  1S25,  put 
in  extensive  machinery  for  dressing  hemp 
and.  flax,  and  constructed  a  pool  for  water- 
rotting  them.  This  business  was  carr:-l  on 
several  years.  Florace  and  Leonard  Johns  >n 
made  cheese-boxes  at  West  Fawlet  2  or  3 
years,  and  Peter  Goodspeed  followed  the  same 
business  near  the  Frary  bridge. 

EMIGRATION'. 

It  has  often  been  made  the  subject  of  regret, 
that  60  many  of  our  people  should  emigrate, 
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and  so  many  of  the  old  homesteads  should  be 
abandoned. 

Westward  between  the  parallels  of  40  and 
45  there  is  scarcely  a  county  or  even  a  town 
that  has  not  a  representation  from  this  town. 
Notwithstanding  the  decadence  of  our  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  interests,  and  a 
loss  of  fifty  per  cent  of  our  population,  our 
primary  schools  keep  step  with  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  and  never  before  were  our  religious 
institutions  so  liberally  sustained.  Our  peo- 
ple are  mainly  self-reliant  and  fewer  instan- 
ces of  destitution  now  exist  than  perhaps  at 
any  former  period.  Real  estate  never  before 
sold  higher  on  the  gold  standard.  Though 
we  have  but  one  small  factory  and  only  one 
mill,  a  saw  mill — stocked  mainly  from  an- 
other town,  we  still  live  and  our  sensibil- 
ities are  so  obtuse  we  count  ourselves  a  pros- 
perous people. 

EDUCATION. 

Schools  were  established  as  soon  as  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  scholars  could  be  gathered 
in  any  locality.  The  progress  of  the  settle- 
ment can  be  better  traced  by  the  number  of 
the  school  district  than  by  any  other  means. 
Money  scarce,  the  better  qualified  would  fre- 
quently take  turns  in  teaching  with  little 
or  no  compensation.  If  nothing  better 
could  be  had  a  deserted  log  cabin  would  be 
fitted  up  for  a  school-room. 

Our  early  schools  were  limited  to  reading, 
"writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic.  It  was 
rare  that  the  latter  was  extended  beyond  the 
rule  of  three.  For  girls  it  was  not  common 
to  learn  arithmetic.  Those  who  first  learnei 
grammar,  perhaps,  as  early  as  1810,  were 
considered  prodigies.  Our  district  schools 
now,  almost  rival  colleges  in  the  extent  of 
their  course  of  study. 

Provision  wasPmade  in  the  charter  of  the 
town  for  one  share  (250  acres)  for  the  benefit 
of  schools,  to  which  was  added  by  state  leg- 
islation the  share  reserved  for  a  church  glebe 
and  the  share  reserved  for  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts 
This  last,  was,  however,  taken  from  the  town 
by  a  decision  of  the  U.  S.  supreme  court. 

There  have  been  17  school  districts  in 
town.  There  are  now  II  ;  in  but  10,  schools 
are  now  kept.  Besides,  there  are  two  frac- 
tional districts  in  connection  with  Rupert 
and  Wells. 

Many  of  the  first  settlers  were  educated 
men — several  of  them  graduates  of  college. 


Measures  were  taken  about  the  beginning 
of  this  century  for  the  establishment  of  an 
academy  or  grammar  school.  A  commodi- 
ous brick  edifice  was  erected  near  the  village 
in  which  the  higher  branches  were  taught, 
usually  two  terms' in  the  year,  fall  and  win- 
ter, until  its  destruction  by  fire  in  1845.  We 
regret  we  cannot  insert  the  names  of  its  foun- 
ders. Only  a  few  of  the  names  of  its  precep- 
tors can  be  given,  most  of  whom  were  grad- 
uates of  college,  or  members  of  the  senior 
class,  among  whom  were  Messrs  Barber  and 
Smith,  Meeker,  Ira  M.  Allen,  Mervin  Allen, 
John  Stuart,  Lamson  Miner. 

When  the  Methodist  church  on  the  hill 
was  vacated  in  1854,  it  was  fitted  up  for  an 
academy  under  the  auspices  of  Rev.  Jason 
F.  Walker,  its  first  principal.  He  was  as- 
sisted and  succeeded  by  Edwin  I.  Spink. 
The  succession  of  principals  has  been  about 
as  follows  :  Henry  H.  Buxton,  Samuel  A. 
Burnham,  A.  J.  Blakely,  John  L.  Edgerton, 
John  Wiseman,  Collins  Blakely  and  Mr. 
Fradenburgh,  who  have  taught  the  school 
one  or  more  terms  each. 

In  1869,  an  Academy  was  opened  in  West 
Pawlet  which  was  built  by  subscription  at 
the  cost  of  $  5.000. 

Our  citizens  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
colleges  and  other  literary  institutions,  and 
have  contributed  to  endow  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, Troy  Conference  Academy,  Hamilton 
Theological  Seminary  and  other  institutions. 

The  following  persons,  settlers  and  natives, 
have  graduated  at  the  several  institutions 
named  :  (1)  *Daniel  Hascall,  1806,  M.;  *  Hip- 
pocrates Rowe,  1808,  M.;  Fitch  Chipman, 
1808,  M.;  *John  Sargent,  jr.,  1811,  M.;  Beriah 
Green,  jr.,  1819,  M.;  Miner  Pratt,  1823,  M., 
Elijah  W.  Plumb.  1821,  M.;  *Ferris  Fitch, 
1826,  M.;  *Rollin  F.  Strong,  1829,  M,;  Aza- 
riah  R.  Graves,  1S33,  M.,  *Jacob  E.  Blakely 
M,;  Merut  Harmon,  1825.  M.;  Job  H.  Mar- 
tin, 1825 ;  Azariah  Hyde,  183S  ;  Fayette 
Potter,  U.;  *Horace  Allen,  U.;  Sheldon 
Blakely.  U.;  A.  Judson  Blakely,  U.;  Collins 

(I.)  M.  for  Middlebury  College,  U.  for  Union  Colle.ee, 
W.  U.  for  Wesleyan  University.  C.  M.  for  Castleton 
Medical  College,  C.  A.for  Castteton  Academy,  N .  G. 
for  North  Grunvitlo  Ladies  Seminary,  T.  0.  A.  for  Troy 
Conference  Academy,  *j.  3.  for  Glen  wood  Seminary,  D. 
for  Dartmouth  College,  Y.  far  Yale  College,  N.J.  or 
New  Jersey  College,  T.  for  Trinity  College,  A  ,  C.  0. 
for  Albany  Commercial  College,  U.  V.  f..r  University 
of  Vermont.  A  star  *  prefixed  to  thoso  known  to  bo 
deceased. 
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Blakely,  U.;  Quincy  Blakely,  V.  U.;  *Festus 
Hanks;  N.  J.;  Charles  Winchester,  W.  U.; 
*  Lucien  B.  "Wright,  T.;  *  Jonathan  Brace, 
Y,;  *  Israel  Smith,  Y.;  *  Noah  Smith,  Y.; 
Warren  B.  Sargent,  C.  M  ;  Nathan  Judson, 
C.  M.;  Isaac  Munroe,  C.  M.;  *  Wm.  U.  Edgar- 
ton,  C.  M.  John  Cook,  C.  M.;  Aaron  Good- 
speed,  €L  EL;  Socrates  H.  Tryon,  C.  M;.  Nel- 
son Munroe,  C.  M.,  R.  G.  Munroe,  C.  M.- 
Egbert H.  Carver,  A.  C.  C,;  Sarah  Allen,  T. 
C.  A.;  Mary  Allen,  T.  C.  A.;  Lucy  B.  Hurl- 
burt,  T.  C.  A.;  Lettie  T.  Lincoln,  T.  C.  A.; 
Jane  Bromley,  T.  C.  A.;  Louise  Culver,  N.  G.; 
Helen  M,  Bromley,  G.  S.;  Maria  Conaut, 
C.  A.;  Ann  Smith,  C.  A.;  Cornelia  Hawkins, 

C.  A  Honorary — Ervm  Hopkins,  1817,  A. 
M.  M.;  Jonathan  S.  Green, A.  M.  M.:  Fayette 
Shipherd,  1830,  A.  M.  M,;  Elijah  W.  Plumb, 

D.  D.  M.;  Levi  H.Stone,  A.  M.  M. 

About  the  time  the  academy  was  built  a 
library  was  procured  by  subscription,  which 
was  first  kept  by  Rev.  John  Griswold,  but  as 
far  back  as  we  can  remember,  by  Dea.  Eze- 
kiel  Harmon.  It  was  free  only  to  subscri- 
bers, and  it  contained  many  choice  books 
and  was  used  until  most  of  the  books  were 
worn  out.  In  1830,  a  library  of  periodicals 
was  established  at  the  village,  comprising  the 
Am&ricaii  Encyclopedia  of  13  volumes,  and 
most  of  the  higher  class  quarterly  and  month 
ly  magazines  published  in  this  country. 
This  coutinued  a  few  yeais  when  the  library 
was  broken  up.  Soon  after  a  neat  and 
choice  library  was  established  at  the  village 
on  $  5,  subscriptions,  of  which  a  few  avail 
themselves. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  our  town  but 
few  periodicals  circulated,  and  those  small 
country  papers  distributed  weekly  by  post- 
riders.  The  citizens  are  now  receiving 
through  the  post-otfice  as  follows  :  daily  pa- 
pers, x|5;  semi-weekly,  29  ;  weekly  283  ; 
bi-monthly,  73 ;  monthly,  200,  and  tri- 
weekly, 1 ;  embracing  in  the  whole  591 
copies. 

Till  within  about  100  years  New  England 
music  was  traditional  and  not  set  to  notes, 
the  deacon  lining  the  hymn,  and  the  whole 
congregation  joining  in  the  song.  The  first 
attempt  to  introduce  note  singing  encount- 
ered bitter  hostility.  The  peace  of  churches 
was  destroyed  and  in  some  instances  (hey 
were  broken  up.  The  Revolution  develop- 
ed anew  style,  called  fugue  music,  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  clash  and  excitement  of  the 


day.  New  Jerusalem,  which  will  be  remem- 
bered by  all  our  older  citizens,  is  a  represen- 
tative tune  of  this  class.  The  parts  falling 
in  one  after  another,  each  part  singing  diiier- 
ent  words  at  the  same  time,  are  thought  to 
represent  the  clangor  and  confusion  of  the 
battle  field  ;  the  bass  the  deep  toned  artil- 
lery, the  tenor  the  rattling  fire  of  musketr,', 
the  counter  the  crack  of  the  ride,  and  the 
treble  the  bugle  blast  heard  over  all.  The 
fastidious  did  not  relish  thi3  medley  of 
sound,  and  the  first  effort  on  record  to  intro- 
duce a  dirl'erent  style  was  made  by  Joel  Har- 
mon, jr.,  of  this  town,  who  published  a  sing- 
ing manual  in  1809.  The  tune-  in  his  book 
were  of  his  own  composition  and  in  express 
opposition  to  what  he  styles  "  fuging  "  mu- 
sic. But  this  did  not  take  and  his  book  nev- 
er got  into  general  use.  Fugue  music  pre- 
vailed until  about  1820,  when  it  fell  into 
disuse  and  substantially  the  style  of  music 
now  in  use  was  substituted. 

The  oldest  teacher  of  mu-d*  here,  of  whom 
we  have  any  tradition,  was  Dea.  Seth  P. 
Sheldon,  of  Rupert,  who  taught  as  early  a3 
1782.  We  next  hear  of  Dea.  Benoni  Ad- 
ams, who  taught  in  both  parts  of  the  town. 

Joel  Harmon,  jr.,  before  referred  to, 
taught  music  classes  and  attempted  to  reform 
the  style.  Rev.  John  Griswold  and  Oliver 
Hanks  also  taught  music  over  60  years  a^o. 
About  the  beginning  of  this  century,  Eliakim 
D  'Olittle  (uncle  of  Hon.  James  R.  Doolittle, 
senator  in  congress  from  Wisconsin)  ai^o  pub- 
lished a  singing-book  and  taught  singing. 
He  was  a  child  of  song  and  no  mean  compo- 
ser. In  his  later  years,  nervous  and  sensi- 
tive, impulsive  and  excitable,  in  tattered 
garb,  with  untrimmed  locks  and  beard,  in  a 
state  bordering  on  insanity,  he  wandered 
through  our  streets  for  many  a  year,  the  ter- 
ror of  timid  women  and  children,  and  found 
rest  only  when  lodged  iu  his  grave  We  will 
not  undertake  to  mention  the  different  teach* 
ers  of  music  since  1820,  when  Rev.  Lem^a 
Andrus  taught.  A  few  good  singers  and 
teachers  have  been  developed  in  this  town, 
none  of  whom  are  better  known  and  appre- 
ciated than  James  Whedon  and  Dr.  A.  Sid- 
ney Houghton. 

The  prejudice  against  instrumental  church 
music,  cherished  by  our  puritan  ancestry, 
has  come  down  almost  to  our  own  time. 
A  bass  viol  was  at  -first  barely  tolerated 
but  now  melodeons  and  cabinet  organs  ar^ 
in  use  in  all  our  churohea. 


888 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


An  instrumental  band  was  organized  in 
1802,  which  continued  to  play  over  thirty  ; 
years.    In  1841,  a  spirited  brass  band  was 
got  up  by  James  Whedon  in  West  Pawlet, 
which  continued  several  years. 

THE  OLD  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

A  description  of  the  school- house  and 
school  in  which  we  received  our  education 
from  1811  to  1820;  a  plain  plank  building, 
on  one  end  an  immense  stone-chimney, 
through  which  there  was  a  grand  prospect 
of  the  sky,  and  whose  jaws  would  hold  a  half- 
cord  of  wood — a  writing  table  running 
round  next  -the  wall,  a  row  of  benches  in 
front  made  of  slabs  inverted,  supported  on 
pins  like  carpenters'  horses,  a  few  low 
benches  in  the  center,  a  desk  in  the  corner 
next  the  chimney  on  which  lay  the  ferule. 

The  teacher  would  call  the  school  to  order 
and  invest  one  of  the  scholars  with  the  rule 
whose  duty  it  was  to  pass  the  rule  to  the 
first  transgressor  of  the  rules  of  school,  who 
relieved  guard,  and  passed  it  to  the  next  de- 
linquent, und  so  on,  with  the  comforting  as- 
surance whoever  got  the  rule  twice,  or  had  it 
when  school  closed  should  have  it  applied  to 
his  own  palm.  The  plan  served  its  purpose  ; 
order  and  stillness  prevailed.  These  ferul- 
ings  were  no  joke. 

We  have  seen  ridges  raised  on  both  the 
hands  of  a  delicate  girl  who  woul  1  laugh  in 
the  face  of  the  master  while  a  cowardly  boy 
would  make  a  loud  outcry  and  be  let  off  ea- 
sily. It  was  a  matter  of  principle  with  the 
children  not  to  cry  if  they  could  help  doing 
so. 

When  flagellations  failed,  we  were  some- 
times required  to  extend  our  arm  at  a  right 
angle  with  a  heavy  rule  or  book  in  our  hand, 
the  master  standing  near  to  rap  our  knuckles 
if  our  arm  fell  below  a  horizontal  line.  Or 
we  would  be  seated  on  an  andiron  or  a  block 
of  wood  near  the  chimney-corner,  which 
would  be  called  a  dunce-block  and  the  schol- 
ars be  required  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at 
lis,  and  when  wholly  incorrigible,  as  a  last 
resort  we  would  be  placed  between  two  girls. 
We  wilted  then.  But  alas  !  such  was  the 
hardening  nature  of  this  capital  puni.shment 
its  frequent  repetition  reconciled  us  to  it,  and 
•as  we  grew  older,  we  even  began  to  relish  it. 

Arithmetic  was  taught  the  boys,  and  need- 
lework the  girls  (in  Summer),  all  learned 
reading,  writing  and  spelling.  Proficiency 


in  spelling  was  the  test  of  scholarship.  Web- 
ster's old  spelling  book  was  at  our  tongue3 
end  and  the  English  Reader  learned  by 
heart.  The  teacher  would  set  our  copies  and 
mend  our  goose-quill  pens  and  pay  little  fur- 
ther attention  to  our  writing.  The  solution 
of  the  problems  in  Adam's  old  arithmetic 
was  the  work  of  years.  Grammar  was  stud- 
ied by  the  large  boys  in  winter.  We  remem- 
ber all  our  teachers  by  name.  Augustus 
Frank  who  was  member  of  Congress  from 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  was  our  first  teacher. 
Daniel  Dana,  a  veteran  old  teacher,  known 
all  over  town,  was  another.  Mary  Lee,  who 
married  Rev,  Allen  Graves  and  went  mission- 
ary to  Burmah,  was  another.  Under  these 
favoring  circumstances  we  were  graduated  at 
the  old  "Braintree  "  school-hou>e  at  the  age 
of  14.  The  last  teacher  who  gave  the  fin- 
ishing touches,  we  recollect  was  e.nnioyel  at 
the  extravagant  price  of  $  7.,  per  month  of 
26  days.  Our  school  only  numbered  from 
60  to  80  scholars. 

Fifty  years  ago  there  were  not  half  a  doz- 
en carriages  in  town,  and  those,  old  quill- 
wheel  concerns.  The  common  farm-wagon 
was  the  vehicle  of  pleasure  as  well  as  of 
business. 

The  power-loom,  the  spinning  and  sewing 
machines  had  not  been  heard  of.  Instead  of 
the  clumsy  iron  hoe,  shovel  and  fork,  we 
have  the  same  articles  of  steel.  It  may 
safely  be  assumed  that  two-thirds  of  the  la- 
bor of  farming  and  nine-tenths  of  the  labor 
of  manufacturing  are  saved  by  the  imple- 
ments and  machinery  now  in  common  use. 

Fifty  years  ago  water  for  household  and 
farm  use  was  obtained  from  a  spring  or 
brook,  or  perhaps  from  a  well,  while  now  al- 
most every  house  and  yard  is  supplied  either 
through  pipes  or  by  the  aid  of  pumps.  The 
well-sweep  is  swept  away. 

It ARD  TIMES  ASD  SEASONS. 

During  the  winter  of  17S0-S1  snow  fell  to  a 
great  depth.  It  is  handed  down  by  tradition, 
50  successive  days  the  snow  did  not  melt  on  the 
south  side  of  buildings.  This  severe  weather 
fell  with  crushing  effect  on  our  settlers,  poor- 
ly supplied  with  forage  for  their  cattle  and 
comfortable  dwellings  for  themselves.  In 
.  17S9,  there  were  short  crops  and  great  desti- 
tution ;  in  1805,  no  rain  from  seeding-time 
i  in  Spring,  to  harvest  time — an  almost  utter 
loss  of  Spring-sown  crops. 
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But  LSltij  in  our  remembrance,  was  the 
great  year  of  famine;  ever  since  referred  to 
as  the  cold  summer.  There  was  scarcely  a 
bushel  of  corn  raised  in  town,  and  great  des- 
titution and  distress  the  following  winter 
and  spring;  many  cattle  perished  and  many 
people  were  reduced  to  the  last  extremity. 
When  harvest  time  came,  in  1817,  those  who 
had  early  crops  divided  with  those  who  had 
none  ;  some  of  the  grain  being  cut  so  green 
it  had  to  be  kiln  dried  before  it  could  be 
ground  into  llour.  It  was  not  the  habit  of 
the  people  to  lay  up  stores  beforehand,  and 
wo  had  then  no  West  to  supply  us  with 
bread. 

The  last  fifty  years  there  has  been  no  gen- 
eral failure  of  crops,  though  in  1826",  the 
grasshoppers  consumed  nearly  every  green 
thing.  They  were  different  from  the  ordina- 
ry grasshopper  and  filled  the  air  in  such 
numbers  as  almost  to  cast  a  shadow,  and  the 
next  year  the  caterpillar,  or  army  worm  strip- 
ped fruit  and  forest  trees  of  their  foliage,  and 
marched  from  west  to  east  in  search  of  fresh 
fields.  In  the  west  part  of  the  town  many 
fruit  trees  and  most  of  the  sugar  maples  were 
destroyed.  Since  then  the  labor  of  the  hus- 
bandman has  seldom  been  unrewarded. 

With  many  of  our  fathers  the  one  absorb- 
ing sentiment  was  the  establishment  of  a 
homestead  and  its  perpetuation  in  the  family. 
For  this  they  planned  and  toiled-;  privations 
sweetened  by  the  thought,  they  were  prepar- 
ing a  home  for  themselves  and  those  dearest 
to  them  and  with  pride  and  complacency 
looked  upon  the  fields  they  had  rescued  from 
the  domain  of  nature,  the  buildings  and  iin 
provernents  they  had  made. 

Not  content  merely  with  a  homestead  for 
themselves,  many  of  them  made  the  greatest 
exertions  to  settle  all  their  children  around 
them  and  become  a  patriarch  in  their  midst. 
The  absorbing  thought  of  their  oh]  ago,  was 
how  to  dispose  of  their  paternal  acres  that 
they  might  remain  integral  and  undivided  in 
the  family. 

Nor  was  this  attachment  confined  to  the 
parent.  How  many  pleasant  memories  clus- 
ter around  the  spot  where  our  childhood  was 
passed.  With  what  undying  interest  do  our 
minds  revert  to  the  scenes  of  our  early  life, 
the  streams  in  which  wo  bathed  and  angled, 
the  lulls  on  which  wo  gathered  nuts  and 
hunted  game,  the  mountains  where  we  pickod 
Mm  berries,  tho  lields  and  the  gardens  through 


which  our  earliest  footsteps  roamed,  the  or- 
chard whose  every  tree  had  a  name,  tho 
school-house  where  our  young  ideas  learned 
to  shoot,  tho  play-ground  where  we  followed 
our  sports. 

But  the  children,  allured  by  flattering  pros- 
pects elsewhere,  left  the  paternal  mansion, 
some  never  to  return,  and  many  times  draw- 
ing after  them  those  very  parents  who  ha  1 
fondly  hoped  here  to  spend  their  declining 
years  and  lay  their  bones.  The  fever  of  em- 
igration pervaded  whole  families  arid  com- 
munities. They  gathered  up  thmr  house- 
hold goods  and  followed  in  the  wake  of  the 
setting  sun. 

Whore  now  are  the  Chipmatis,  the  Fitches, 
the  Ilascalls,  the  Adamses,  the-  Porters,  the 
Harmons,  the  Strongs  and  hundreds  of  others 
that  occupied  these  lands  and  fillo  1  our  high 
places?  Our  fathers,  where  are  tli-.y  ?  Our 
children,  where  are  they  ?  How  few  of  tho 
loved  homes  of  otir  lathers  are  retained  by 
their  children  ! 

ANTI-SLAVERY. 

The  first  instance  on  record  of  the  manu- 
mission of  slaves  by  military  authority  took 
place  in  this  town  in  1777.  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Allen,  in  command  of  a  company  of  Col.  ller- 
rick's  rogiriient  of  Rangers,  while  on  a  scout- 
ing expedition  within  tho  British  lines,  cap- 
tured two  slaves.  In  a  rescript  dated  'Head 
Quarters,  Pollet,  21th  Nov.  1777,"  he  sets 
them  free.* 

Among  those  of  our  native  and  adopted 
citizens  who  have  been  conspicuous  in  their 
advocacy  of  equal  rights  we  may  mention 
William  Marsh,  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  Rot  Fay- 
ette Shipherd,  Ozias  Clark  and  Paul  Ilulett. 
William  Marsh  lifted  his  voice,  wielded  his 
pen,  and  emptied  his  purse  in  behalf  of  lib- 
erty. Beriah  Green  consecrated  his  splendid 
gifts  of  oratory  to  tho  promotion  of  the  same 
great  object,  and  was  untiring  in  organizing 
and  concentrating  effort  to  bear  on  the  great 
question.  Fayette  Shipherd  employed  his 
graceful  and  impressive  powers  of  elocution 
to  educate  the  masses  and  imbue  them  with 
tho  spirit  of  liberty.  Oztaa  Clark  and  Paul 
Ilulett  were  steadfast  old  "wheel-horses." 
On  one  occasion  when  wo  were  present  tho 
trustees  of  the  Congregational  church  refused 
to  open  their  doora  for  an  anti  slavery  lecture, 
and  when  Deacon  Clark  sent  for  tho  key  it 
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was  refused.  44 1  can  get  that  key  said  he, 
and  strode  off  down  the  road — and  he  got  it. 
We  were  not  then  conscious  of  the  malignant 
power  of  slavery,  to  effect  the  overthrow  of 
uhich  has  cost  our  country  so  many  thou- 
sands of  lives  and  so  many  millions  of  treas- 
ure. 

Among  our  earliest  and  foremost  advocates 
of  temperance  were  Rev.  Fayette  Shipherd, 
Col.  Ozias  Clark,  Dea.  Joseph  Porter,  Sylves- 
ter Pitkin  and  John  Fitch. 

GAME. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  Elisha  Pratt,  father 
of  Capt.  James  Pratt.  In  common  with  other 
settlers  he  was  sometimes  in  a  state  of  great 
destitution.  One  Sabbath  morning,  while  en- 
gaged in  reading  his  Bible,  his  wife  discov- 
ered a  fine  buck  in  his  wheat  field  near  by 
and  handed  him  his  rifle  saying,  there  is  a 
noble  buck,  out  there,  we  are  almost  starv- 
ing, had  you  not  better  shoot  him  ?  No  !  he 
replied,  The  Lord  hath  sustained  us  and  kept 
us  alive  thus  far,  and  if  it  is  his  will  that  we 
should  have  that  deer  to  keep  us  from  starv- 
ing He  will  cause  it  to  come  some  other  day. 
The  deer  did  make  his  appearance  another 
day  and  was  secured. 

In  so  high  estimation  were  deer  held  that 
before  the  organization  of  a  State  government 
regulations  were  made  to  protect  them  from 
destruction  from  December  to  June.  Deer- 
rifts  were  among  the  first  officers  elected  in 
town,  whose  duty  was  to  enforce  these  regu- 
lations. 

The  abundance  of  game,  as  well  a3  the  ne- 
cessities of  their  situation,  led  our  fathers  to 
cultivate  a  taste  for  hunting,  trapping,  etc. 
On  one  occasion  Ansel  Whedon,  who  was  sec- 
ond to  none  in  relish  for  these  sports,  went 
out  cooning  alone  and  having  treed  the  coon 
climbed  the  tree  to  shoot  his  game ;  but  the 
night  being  very  dark  he  could  get  no  sight 
at  the  animal.  He  came  down,  built  a  huge 
fire  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  and  watched  till 
daylight  revealed  a  large  bear,  at  which  he 
fired,  wounding  her  severely,  when  she  fell 
into  the  bed  of  coals.  Suddenly  rising  from 
this  uncomfortable  spot  she  made  a  spring 
with  terrific  growls  at  her  enemy,  who  made 
good  time  for  the  top  of  a  small  tree,  where 
he  remained  closely  besieged  until  his  voice 
echoing  through  the  woods  brought  timely 
aid. 

The  bear  is  not  yet  wholly  extinct.  Solo- 


mon Reed,  who  lives  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  town  near  Dorset  mountain,  can  tell 
you  capital  stories  of  his  encounters  with 
them,  even  during  the  last  few  years. 

Beaver  meadows,  are  found  in  various  parts 
of  the  town.    The  last  beaver  seen  in  town 
was  killed  by  Ansel  Whedon  about  1800,  in 
a  corn  field,  with  his  hoe.    Otters  and  minks 
were  more  plentiful.     The  latter  is  found 
quite  frequently  now.    Dr.  Thompson  quotes 
the  price  of  mink  skins  in  1812  at  from  20  to 
40  cents,  according  to  quality.    Two  mink- 
pelts  were  recently  sold,  one  for  $10  and  the 
other  for  $11.   Old  hunters  say  that  formerly 
musk-rat  pelts  were  worth  more  than  mink. 
The  former  are  caught  quite  often.  Within 
a  few  years  Joshua  Potter  killed  an  otter 
near  his  residence.    Charles  Jones  killed  an- 
other measuring  5  feet  8  inches,  but  none 
have  been  reoendy  seen.  A  few  foxes  are  yet 
found.  One  of  the  most  exciting  sports  of  the 
age  is  to  set  a  hound  after  a  fox,  who  moves 
in  a  circle  round  his  hole,  giving  the  sports- 
man an  opportunity  to  bring  down  the  game. 
This  mode  of  hunting  is  however  about  dis- 
continued and  most  of  the  foxes  taken  now 
are  caught  in  traps.    Once  in  a  few  years 
grey  squirrels  are  plenty  and  occasionally  a 
black  squirrel  is  found.  The  raccoon  is  some- 
times started  in  a  corn-field.  Skunks  still  in- 
fest our  poultry-yard3  and  woodchuoks  our 
meadows ;  the  skins  of  the  latter  sold  a  few 
years  ago  as  high  as  a  dollar  and  a  half  a 
piece  ;  they  are  worth  less  now.   In  our  boy- 
hood pigeons  were  so  numerous  as  almost  to 
darken  the  air  in  their  annual  migrations, 
but  of  late  years  few  are  seen.    The  eagle 
built  his  nest  on  the  most  inaccessible  clifts  of 
our  mountains,  but  is  not  often  seen  now. 
The  hen  hawk  and  the  crow  remain  and  are 
almost  the  only  legitimate  game  among  birds. 
A  few  partridges  whirr  past  us  in  the  forest 
and  occasionally  wild  ducks  flit    over  our 
streams.    The  quack  of  wild  geese  is  heard 
periodically  from  above  the  clouds.  Indian 
river  was  the  favorite  and  last  fishing  ground 
of  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
To  this  they  paid  annual  visits  long  after  its 
occupation  by  the  whites.    The  locomotive 
is  on  the  trail  of  the  Indian  who  hunted 
and  fished  on  what  is  described  in  the  old 
deeds  as  the  Indian  river  plain.    Tror.t  are 
still  caught  here,  but  the  sportsmen  do  not 
allow  them  to  attain  much  growth.    As  game 
receded  to  the  northern  forests  our  old  hunt- 
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era  and  trappers  followed  on.  Some  at  the 
present  time  make  an  occasional  trip  and 
bring  home  trophies  of  game  and  fish. 

USAGES,  CUSTOMS  AND  OBSERVANCES. 

Oar  fathers,  tried  in  the  fires  of  the  Re- 
volution which  had  consumed  their  substance, 
were  men  of  nerve  and  great  physical  power. 
We  have  heard  and  read  of  their  first  year3 
of  life  in  the  woods  ;  of  their  rude  cabins 
without  doors  and  floors;  how  the  storms 
beat  through  their  bark  roofs,  and  wild  beasts 
howled  around  their  dwellings  by  night; 
how  they  had  no  cellars  and  nothing  to  put 
in  cellars ;  how  scanty  their  wardrobe,  and 
how  a  kettle  or  two,  a  few  pewter  plates  and 
wooden  trenchers,  two  or  three  knives  and 
forks,  some  three-legged  stools  and  a  straw 
bed  in  the  corner  constituted  their  house- 
keeping articles;  how  they  would  have  no 
bread  for  weeks  together  and.  but  a  scanty 
supply  of  meat ;  how  the  children  went  bare- 
foot the  year  round  and  often  supperless  to 
bed ;  how  that  they  would  go  30  or  40  miles 
to  mill  on  horseback  and  sometimes  used  their 
own  back. 

But  amid  all  they  kept  heart  and  hope  and 
bravely  triumphed.  They  were  kind  and 
friendly,  ever  ready  to  assist  each  other,  and 
in  their  recreations  would  gather  from  all 
parts  of  the  town,  and  no  feeling  of  exclu- 
siveness  would  mar  their  enjoyments:. 

Attached  to  old  Connecticut ;  her  laws 
were  reenacted,  her  local  festivities  observed 
and  Election  cake  eaten  with  as  keen  a  relish 
as  when  in  their  own  loved  down-country 
home.  Cheerful  toil  was  the  rule.  The  work 
of  the  day  done  they  would  meet  in  each 
other's  houses  and  pass  the  evening  hours. 

True  to  the  traditions  and  supersitions  of 
early  New  England,  they  brought  with  them, 
with  many  substantial  virtues,  a  belief  in 
ghosts,  respect  for  dreams  and  hatred  to  In- 
dians, which  constituted  the  staple  of  their 
conversation.  The  children  with  mouth 
and  ears  agape  drank  in  these  wondrous 
tales,  till  every  white  object  was  a  sheet- 
ed ghost  and  every  dark  one  a  wild  beast 
,or  Indian.  In  their  work  as  well  as  play 
the  settlers  grouped  together.  To  build 
a  house,  clear  a  fallow,  or  harvest  a  crop, 
they  would  combine  their  strength  and  be 
eure  to  get  through  in  season  for  a  game. 
Athletic  exercises,  wrestling,  ball-playing, 
etc.,  were  their  favorites.    Time  wears  on ; 


their  cabins  are  exchanged  for  substantial 
domiciles,  and  the  homespun  age  commences. 
The  grand  old  central  fireplace  radiant  with 
sparkling  flame;  the  spacious  kitchen  with 
its  oaken  floor ;  a  loom  in  one  corner  and 
spinning  wheels -all  around;  its  ceiled  walls 
decorated  with  the  products  of  the  spindle, 
while  overhead  hung  festoons  of  dried  apples 
and  circlets  of  pumpkins.  The  shelves  of  the 
pantry  glisten  with  burnished  pewter  and 
the  trusty  rifle  hangs  over  the  mantel — "Our 
middle  age,  the  happiest  time  in  old  Vermont 
history." 

The  sturdy  farmer  in  his  leather- apron, 
and  troops  of  boys  in  roundabouts  are  bust- 
ling around,  while  the  bu>y  housewife  and 
her  bevy  of  rosy  cheeked  daughters  clad  in 
the  garments  their  own  hands  had  spun  and 
wove  and  put  together,  completed  the  picture. 
Without,  the  well-filled  granary,  the  well- 
stocked  stable,  the  orchard,  the  sugar-bush, 
the  golden  wheat  field,  the  valleys  standing 
thick  with  corn,  the  tapering  well-sweep  from 
whose  point  swings, 

"The  old  oaken  backet,  the  iron  bound  bucket, 
The  moss-covered  bucket  that  hangs  in  the  well." 

Within  is  heard  the  clatter  of  the  loom,  the 
hum  of  the  busy  spindle,  without  the  clangor 
of  the  flail  and  ax. 

The  men  and  boys  have  their  hunting-par- 
ties, trainings,  raisings  and  huskings,  and  the 
women  their  qui  I  tings  and  appla  cuts.  Did 
you  ever  attend  an  old  fashioned  apple-cut? 
We  have,  and  even  its  memory  warms  tho 
blood  chilled  by  the  frosts  of  sixty  winters. 
How  much  of  fun  and  frolic!  Every  house 
and  cabin  gives  up  its  juveniles  who  flock  to 
the  rendezvous,  single,  in  pairs  and  in  groups. 
The  younger  strata  fill  up  the  coiners  and 
vacancies.  Amid  the  wagging  of  tongues 
and  bursts  of  laughter  the  work  goes  merrily 
on.  Soon  the  last  basketful  is  reached  and 
disposed  of,  pans  and  peelings  gathered  up 
and  the  pie  passed  round.  Then  comes  a 
calm,  but  it  is  only  the  stillness  that  precedes 
the  storm.  Some  wide-awake  girl  attacks  a 
fellow  and  brings  him  up  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor,  the  whole  company  circle 
around  them,  from  stairway  and  chimney- 
corner  they  come  and  round  and  round  they 
go- 

The  scene  changes  and  snap  and  catch-em 
is  the  play.  How  some  of  those  qirls  would 
run  !  What  a  spring  in  bheir  instep  !  What 
fox-like  doubling  on  their  track  !    It  was  all 
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your  neck  was  worth  to  catch  them  as  they 
scampered  round  the  ring,  over  chairs  and 
across  the  hearth.  But  when  fairly  hunted 
down  they  did  turn  at-bay  and  with  disordered 
hair,  flashing  eye,  crimsoned  cheek  and  pant- 
ing breath,  fell  into  your  arms ;  what  a  glori- 
ous surrender ! 

The  ring  breaks  up  and  round  the  chimney 
to  the  tune  of  "  The  needle's  eye,  you  can't 
deny,"  march  on  the  gleeful  throng.  Little 
fellows  raise  their  tiny  hands  that  some  six- 
footer  may  pass  under.  Kissing  and  laugh- 
ing is  not  done  by  rule,  and  lads  and  lasses 
run  wild  with  unfettered  sport.  But  apple- 
cuts  must  have  an  end,  perhaps  among  the 
small  hours  of  the  next  morning.  Then  comes 
the  trying  time!  things  are  hustled  on;  the 
boys  stand  hat  in  hand ;  some  have  lost  their 
tongues  ;  the  bold  win  and  off  the)*  go.  Hearts 
are  broken,  but  they  will  heal  and  break 
again. 

Old  time  marriage  observances  also  claim 
a  notice.  Vehicles  being  scarce,  we  will 
mount  the  aspirant  for  matrimonial  position 
on  his  trusty  nag.  He  reins  up  beside  some 
convenient  stump  and  with  one  bound  the 
blushing  bride  is  on  the  pillion.  On  they 
speed  to  old  Squire  Adams  or  the  minister, 
who  receives  them  with  a  genial  face  and  a 
merry  twinkle  of  the  eye.  The  pair  are  united, 
the  silver  dollar  paid  and  home  they  go. 
Perhaps  a  signal  horn  sounds  on  the  distant 
hillside,  then  the  drums  rattle,  the  horns  blow, 
the  pans  clatter  and  a  motley  throng  gathers 
at  the  matrimonial  quarters.  If  the  latch- 
string  is  out  all  goes  well ;  a  merry  hour  they 
spend  and  home  they  go. 

But  among  the  sweet  and  pleasant  gather- 
ings of  the  olden  times  we  may  not  forget  the 
6ug  vr  party.  Sugar-making  is  an  unroman- 
tic  business,  but  when  through  the  openings 
of  the  forest  you  discover  a  party  of  young 
men  and  maidens,  including  the  girl  you  love 
best,  coming  to  enjoy  a  sugar  treat,  how  de- 
licious the, repast,  as  the  happy  group  gather 
round  the  smoking  kettle  and  help  them- 
selves. 

In  these  homespun  times  family  visits 
were  made  in  the  evening.  Instead  of  the 
afternoon  tea-party  both  sexes  met  in  the 
evening  when  a  substantial  table  was  spread, 
perhaps  a  turkey  or  spare-rib  was  roasted,  at 
least,  the  best  the  house  afforded  was  abund- 
antly furnished. 


With  our  fathers  the  Sabbath  commenced  at 
sundown  on  Saturday  and  closed  at  the  same 
time  on  Sunday.  Preparations  for  Sunday 
living  were  made  on  Saturday;  the  pudding 
boiled,  so  that  by  evening,  business  of  all 
kinds  was  suspended  and  the  Sabbath  was 
strictly  observed.  Sunday  evening  was  a  sea- 
son of  relaxation.  Families  visited  ;  there 
was  a  reunion  of  friends  and  lovers  and  a 
good  time  generally. 

Funeral  rites  were  attended  with  more  so- 
lemnity and  ceremony  than  at  present.  The 
deceased,  borne  on  men's  shoulders,  whatever 
the  distance,  and  attended  by  pall- bearers, 
was  carried  silently  and  reverently  to  the 
last  resting  place.  At  the  grave,  which  was 
always  closed  before  the  assembly  withdrew, 
it  was  expected  that  the  father  or  husband  or 
next  friend  would  tender  the  thanks  of  the 
mourners. 

Ordinations  and  quarterly  meetings  were 
occasions  of  great  interest  and  attended  by 
all  the  country  round.  Baptismal  rites,  when 
performed  by  immersion,  were  seasons  of 
special  interest.  A  procession  would  be 
formed,  preceded  by  the  elder  and  deacons 
and  followed  by  the  choir,  candidates  and 
congregation,  would  repair  to  the  river  side, 
the  choir  singing  hymns  as  it  moved  on. 

Church  music,  though  perhaps  devoid  of 
the  accuracy  of  its  present  development,  was 
spirit  stirring.  In  the  ear  of  what  old  citi- 
zen do  not  the  notes  of  Father  Griswold, 
Benoni  Adams  and  Seth  P.  Sheldon,  still 
linger? 

Our  churches  were  then  unprovided  with 
stoves  or  furnaces  which  were  poorly  com- 
pensated by  footstoves.  At  noon  in  winter 
the  whole  congregation  would  repair  to  their 
homes  or  some  neighboring  house  to  partake 
of  refreshments  and  replenish  their  foot- 
stoves.  Our  old  churches  were  large  struct- 
ures, cool  and  airy  in  summer,  and  decidedly 
so  in  winter.  Furs  were  greatly  more  in  use 
than  at  present  and  served  a  good  purpose. 
But  the  churches  were  well  filled. 

A  few  gentlemen  of  the  old  school  sported 
the  beaver  hat,  silk  stockings  and  velvet 
small-clothes,  while  the  masses  were  clad  in 
homespun.  Ladies  of  any  pretensions  were 
arrayed  in  scarlet  cloaks,  gold  beads  and 
muff  ami  tippet  of  large  dimensions. 

it  was  required  of  boys  to  bow  on  enter- 
ing a  house,  or  passing  a  person  in  the  street, 
while  the  salutation  of  the  girls  was  a  curious 
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movement,  involving  the  falling  and  rising 
inflection  of  the  joints.* 

MERCHANTS. 

In  the  minds  of  many  the  name  of  mer- 
chant is  associated  with  fraud,  deceit  and  ex- 
tortion. We  have  been  there,  and  we  do  not 
endorse  the  charge.  We  propose  to  enumer- 
ate those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
business  in  this  town  for  the  last  century. 

At  the  village  we  begin  with  Col.  William 
Fitch,  who  was  a  kind  of  commissary  to  Col. 
Herrick's  regiment  of  Rangers  in  1777.  Af- 
ter him  were  Joel  Harmon,  Ephraim  Fitch, 
Dorastus  Fitch  and  Silas  Fitch,  Phineas  and 
Return  Strong,  Hart  &  Judson,  Reed  Edger- 
ton,  George  H.  Purple,  Horace  Clark,  Russel 

C.  Wheeler,  Harvey  Baker,  William  Wallace, 
Thomas  J.  Swallow,  George  Edgerton,  Martin 

D.  Strong,  David  Wrhedon,  Jr.,  Hiram  Wick- 
ham,  William  Sheldon,  John  Allen,  Henry 
W.  Leach,  Daniel  H.  Bromley,  Adams  L. 
Bromley,  Rollin  C.  Wickham. 

Charles  W.  Potter,  James  Rice,  Daniel  W. 
Bromley  and  Collins  Blakely  are  in  business 
now.  At  the  factory  village,  the  agents  of 
the  Pawlet  Manufacturing  Company,  John 
Guild,  Milton  Brown,  William  Sheldon  and 
Marson  Edgerton  kept  store.  There  was  also 
a  Union  store  here  in  1851,  Daniel  H.  Brom- 
ley, agent.  In  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
Stephen  Pearl,  at  an  early  day,  and  later, 
Judson  &  Baker;  near  the  centre,  Elkanah 
Cobb  and  Andrew  Henry  ;  at  West  Paw- 
let,  Joseph  Ackley,  Seely  Brown,  James 
S.  Brown,  Ira  Goodrich,  Theron  Norton. 
Fayette  Buckley,  Sylvester  Norton,  Elihu 
Orvis,  Elisha  Marks.  Ira  Marks.  Union 
store,  1851-52,  Theodore  Stevens,  John  J. 
Woodard,  William  Sheldon,  Thaddeus  D. 
Sheldon  and  Judson  R.  Harlow,  agents ; 
Jeremiah  Clark,  John  J.  Woodard,  Reuben 
Marks,  Hiel  Hollister  Martin  V.  B.  Pratt, 
James  Houghton,  Frederick  M.  Hollister  and 
John  A.  Orr.  Mr.  Pratt  still  follows  the 
busirress.  At  North  Pawlet  a  Union  store, 
Division  230,  was  kept  from  1851  to  1861, 
Lewis  Lincoln,  agent. 

MARKETS. 

When  the  town  was  generally  brought  un- 

•  Called  a  "  Courtesy  "a  pretty  salutation  when  pret- 
tily made  ;  but  which  only  now  and  then  a  naturally 
born  graceful  iiirl,  or  cunning  coquette,  had  the  kuack 
of  making.— Ed. 


der  cultivation,  Lansingburgh  at  first  and 
afterwards  Troy  were  our  principal  markets. 
Cattle  and  sheep  were  mostly  driven  to 
Boston. 

The  expense  of  transportation  to  Troy  for 
many  years  was -only  25  cents  per  hundred, 
and  coarse  grains  would  hardly  admit  of 
transportation  even  at  that  low  price.  The 
current  of  trade  was  changed  to  some  extent 
when  the  northern  canal  was  opened  about 
1820,  though  many  still  continued  to  haul 
their  freight  direct  to  Troy.  On  the  opening 
of  the  railroad  in  1852,  freight  business  was 
done  almost  exclusively  through  that  chan- 
nel. The  occupation  of  the  teamster  was 
gone.  Our  present  principal  articles  of  ship- 
ment are  cheese,  butter,  wool  and  potatoes, 
to  which  may  be  added  fruit  and  poultry  to 
a  limited  extent. 

PHYSICIANS  AND  DISEASES. 

Our  early  physicians  were  among  the  most 
noted  in  the  State.  Dr.  Lemuel  Chipman 
being  the  first  president  of  the  Vermont 
Medical  Society  and  Dr.  John  Sargent  the 
first  president  of  the  Rutland  County  Medi- 
cal Society . 

The  earliest  M.  Da.,  in  thi3  town  were  Eliel 
Todd  and  Abishai  Moseley  in  the  north  part 
and  Lemuel  and  Cyrus  Chipman  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town.  Jonathan  Safford  succeed- 
ed Drs.  Todd  and  Moseley,  and  John  Sargent 
and  Oliver  L.  Harmon,  theChipmans.  Next 
and  with  them  were  Samuel  Potter,  Ithamar 
Tilden,  Warren  A.  Cowdry,  John  Sargent, 
Jr.,  John  L.  Chandler,  James  H.  Willard, 
Alva  Paul,  Isaac  Monroe,  Aaron  Goodspeed, 

  Merrill,   John   Cleveland,  Charles 

Houghton,  Phineas  Strong,  jr.,  and  Rensse- 
laer G.  Monroe,  who  practiced  medicine  for 
longer  or  shorter  periods  in  this  town.  Our 
present  physicians  are  Warren  B.  Sargent, 
and  A.  Sidney  Houghton  at  the  village,  and 
M.  H.  Streeter  at  West  Pawlet.  Annexed  is 
a  list  of  all  who  have  practiced  here,  or  who 
have  received  their  medical  education  ia 
whole  or  in  part  in  this  town,  so  f  ir  as  re- 
membered :    Frederic  W.  Adams,  Daty  Allen, 

Allen  Andrus,   Baker,  Charles  Beman, 

Joseph  Blossom.  Charles  W.  Bourn,  George 
W.  Bromley,  Simon  Burton,  John  L.  C  ttd« 
ler,  Lucius  M.  Carpenter,  Lemuel  Chipman, 
Cyrus  Chipman,  Gilbert  Churchill,  John 
Cleveland,  John  Cleveland,  jr.,  John  Cook, 
Warren  A.  Cowdry,  Joshua  Edgerton,  Wil- 
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liam  Q.  Edgerton,  Jonas  Fay,  Byron  Flowers, 
Alfred  Gregory,  Aaron  Goodspeed,  Abel  Han- 
nah, Ezekiel  Harmon,  jr.,  Oliver  L.  Harmon, 
David  A.  Hascall,  John  E.  Hitt,  Calvin  Hol- 
lister,  Charles  Houghton,  A.  Sidney  Hough- 
ton, Campbell  Johnson,  Frank  Jones,  Nathan 
Judson,  Sylvester  Kent,  Henry  W.  Leach, 
Joseph  Loomer,  J.  W.  Marshall,  Silas  Meach- 

am,   Merrill,  Isaac  Monroe,  Renselaer 

G.  Monroe,  Orville  Morrison,  Abishai  Mose- 
ley,  Alva, Paul,  Elijah  Porter,  Moses  Porter, 
Sr.,  Moses  Porter,  2d,  Robert  Porter,  Samuel 
Potter,  C.  W.  Potter,  Samuel  Potter,  jr.,  Geo. 

Potter,  Jonathan    Saiford,    Safford, 

John  Sargent,  John  Sargent  jr.,  Warren  B. 
Sargent,  Artemas  Sheldon,  Hiram  Sheldon, 
Justin  F.  Simonds,  Justin  Smith,  James 
Smith,  Phineas  Strong,  jr.,  Thoma3  D.  Strong, 
Ithamar  Tilden,  Philo  Tilden,  Eliei  Todd, 
Norman  Towslee,  Socrate  H.  Try  on,  James  H. 
Wiliard. 

At  the  first  settlement  fever  and  ague  pre- 
vailed to  a  considerable  extent,  and  since, 
though  no  town  can  boast  of  a  more  health- 
ful atmosphere  or  of  purer  water,  it  has  been 
subject  to  a  great  variety  of  diseases.  The 
epidemic  of  1812  to  1814,  which  was  so  de- 
structive to  life  in  many  parts  of  the  State 
claimed  a  few  victims  here.  Consumption 
•was  prevalent  40  or  50  years  ago — more  than 
of  late  years.  In  2  years  17  young  women 
died  of  that  disease  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  and  it  has  always  prevailed  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  In  1845,  the  small-pox  spread 
to  an  alarming  extent  on  the  mountains  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  and  40  persons 
were  attacked  by  the  disease,  all,  however, 
with  the  exception  of  one  child  recovered. 
To  the  skill  and  faithfulness  of  our  physi- 
cians.Doctors  Warren  B.  Sargent  and  Charles 
Houghton,  together  with  the  prompt  sani- 
tary measures  of  our  selectmen,  Jeremiah 
Bushee,  David  Biakely  and  David  Carver 
may  be  attributed,  under  Providence,  our 
singular  exemption  from  more  fatal  results. 
During  the.  last  5  or  6  years  diptheria  has 
prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent  and  has 
proved  fatal  in  many  instances.  Also  the 
spotted  fever  this  year  (1367)  and  the  last 
(1866-67.) 

ATTORNEYS. 

The  profession  of  Law  has  been  woll  repre- 
sented here.  The  early  expectation  that  this 
town  was  to  become  the  County  seat  of  the 


present  counties  of  Bennington  and  Rutland 
induced  a  large  number  of  educated  men  to 
settle  on  the  contemplated  site  of  the  village 
in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  Jonathan 
Brace,  Israel  Smith,  Noah  Smith  and  Truman 
Squier  settled  here  and  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  Disappointed  in  this,  Jonathan 
Brace  returned  to  Connecticut,  Israel  Smith 
removed  to  Rutland,  Noah  Smith  to  Benning- 
ton, while  Squier  remained  some  20  years  an  1 
fell  back  on  Manchester. 

The  next  attorney  we  hear  of  was  Daniel 
Church,  who  practiced  at  the  village,  after- 
ward at  Arlington  and  Bennington,  and. die  I 
near  Toronto,  C.  W.  After  him  came  Nath- 
aniel Hunt  and  Nathaniel  Hamblin ;  the 
latter  remained  several  years,  but  both  re- 
moved to  Ohio.  Next  we  find  Natianiel 
Harmon  who  followed  the  profession  some  40 
years  till  his  death.  Leonard  Sargent  opened 
an  office  here  when  first  admitted  to  the  bar, 
but  soon  removed  to  Manchester.  George  W. 
Harmon  succeeded  his  father,  Nathaniel  Har- 
mon, remained  a  few  years  and  removed  to 
Bennington.  Fayette  Potter  and  Jerome  B. 
Bromley  are  the  only  practicing  attorneys 
now  in  town.  The  following  other  attorneys 
have  practiced  law  or  originated  or  received 
their  education  here:  Horace  Allen,  Isaac 
Allen,  Merritt  Allen,  Royal  C.  Betts,  A.  Jud- 
son Biakely,  Sheldon  Biakely,  Robert  S. 
Biakely,  Daniel  W.  Bromley,  Aaron  Clark, 
James  Crocker,  Joseph  K.  Edgerton,  Chester 
Edgerton,  Fayette  S.  Fitch,  Ira  Harmon,  Asa 
Hascall,  Lebbeus  Hascall,  Ralph  HascaJ, 
Galen  R.  Hitt,  Marvin  Holhster,  Ja--r5 
Hopkins,  Waiter  Hurlburt,  B.  Newbury 
Loomis,  Charles  Meigs,  John  K.  Porter,  Ed- 
win Potter,  Henry  H.  Smith  Roliin  F.  Strong, 
Augustus  Sykes,  John  H.  Wilcox,  Cyrenus  M. 
Wiliard,  Charles  Winchester. 

THE    MOTHERS  OF  THE  TOW5, 

stood  in  their  lot  and  bore  their  full  share  of 
the  anxieties  and  toils,  privations  and  sacri- 
fices incident  to  laying  the  foundations  of 
society  in  a  new  country.  In  addition  to 
their  domestic  and  maternal  duties  thev  not 
infrequently  assisted  their  husbands  in  the 
field,  in  clearing  land  and  harvesting  crops. 
Besides  the  whole  labor  of  carding,  spinning, 
weaving  and  making  up  their  own  an  . 
families'  wardrobe,  bedding,  etc.,  devolved 
upon  them. 

Many  of  them  had  an  intimate  knowledge 
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of  herbs  and  roots  growing  in  the  woods,  and 
their  services  in  the  absence  or  scarcity  of 
physicians  were  frequently  called  in  requisi- 
tion. It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  they 
toiled  16  hours  each  day  besides  the  frequent 
interruptions  of  their  hours  of  rest.  And  yet 
many  of  them  attained  the  age  of  80,  90  and 
even  100  years.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
a  comparison  of  longevity  would  show  them 
to  have  fallen  short  of  that  of  the  fathers. 
Mrs.  Zebadiah  Andrus  lived  to  94  years  ; 
Mrs.  Isaac  Beall,  81 ;  Mrs.  Selah  Betts,  87  ; 
Mrs.  David  Blakely,  85 ;  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Blakely,  85  ;  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Carver,  80  ;  Mrs. 
Lemuel  Chase,  87;  Mrs.  Ozias  Clark,  96 ; 
Mrs.  Ashael  Clark,  82;  Mrs.  Luther  Cleve- 
land, 86;  Mrs.  Moses  Clevelend,  80;  Mrs. 
Josith  Crocker,  84;  Mrs.  John  Crapo,  81; 
Mrs.  Simeon  Edgerton,  So  ;  Mrs.  Sim- 
eon Edgerton,  jr.,  81 ;  Mrs.  Abiatha  Ev- 
ans, 103 ;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Fitch,  83 ;  Mrs. 
Gideon  Gilford,  91  ;  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Greg- 
ory, 82;  Miss  Minerva  Gregory,  80;  Mrs. 
John  Griswold,  92  ;  Miss  Polly  Hall,  88  ;  Mrs. 
Arunah  Hanks,  87 ;  Mrs.  Joseph  Hascall,  90; 
Mrs.Ashbel  Hollister,  82;  Mrs.  Daniel  Hulett, 
83-  Mrs.  Joseph  Jones,  80  ;  Mrs.  James  Leach 
87;  Mrs.  Abner  Lumbard,  80;  Mrs.  Roswell 
Loomis,  86;  Mrs.  Cornwall  Marks,  87  ;  Mrs. 
Judah  Moffitt,  83;  Mrs.  Timothy  Nye,  84; 
Mrs.  Jacob  Perkins,  89;  Mrs.  Elkanah  Phil- 
lips, 85 ;  Mrs.  E.  Pratt,  90  ;  Mrs.  Moses  Porter, 
101;  Mrs.  Simeon  Reed;  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Robinson,  90;  Mrs.  Jonathan  Robinson,  82; 
Mrs.  Joel  Simmonds,  86  ;  Mrs.  Samuel 
Stratton,  89  ;  Mrs.  Reuben  Toby,  S2  ; 
Mrs.  Rosabella  Tuttle,  96 ;  Mrs.  Seth  Viets, 
80;  Mrs.  David  Weeks,  89;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Wheeler,  88  ;  Mrs.  Isaac  Wickham,  82;  Mrs. 
Joseph  Willard,  80.  Were  we  to  include 
those  who  lived  to  70  years  the  list  would  be 
trebled. 

Railroad. — The  course  of  the  Rutland  and 
Washington  railroad  (opened  in  1851)  through 
this  town  is  about  2}  miles.  Liberal  contribu- 
tions were  made  by  citizens  on  the  line  of 
the  road  to  aid  in  its  construction  and  no  di- 
rect return  in  dividends  or  otherwise  has  been 
received.  As  an  effect  of  opening  the  road 
real  estate  greatly  appreciated  in  value,  not 
only  in  its  immediate  vicinity  but  for  consid- 
erable distance  back,  and  the  character  of 
farming  operations  was  changed  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  heavy  bulky  articles,  not  before 
marketable,  found  a  ready  sale. 


GEOLOGY. 

A  great  diversity  of  rocks  and  soils  is 
found  here.  The  exuberant  fertility  of  the 
soil  and  its  self-recuperating  qualities  are 
doubtless  owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
its  rocks.  By  the  disintegration  of  the  rocks 
the  soil  is  supplied  with  aliment  so  that  al- 
most any  exhausted  field,  if  left  to  itself,  will 
recover  its  fertility.  In  the  south  par:  of 
the  town  are  extensive  beds  of  the  finest  lime- 
stone, which  were  formerly  quarried  ani 
burned  to  a  considerable  extent.  And  lime 
is  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  most  of  the 
rocks  in  town. 

In  the  west  part  are  ranges  of  slate-rook 
of  great  extent  which  yet  await  development. 
Experts  in  the  slate  business  pronour.ee  the-e 
beds  to  be  of  the  finest  quality.  A  beautiful 
building  stone  is  found  in  a  range  parallel  to 
the  slate  range  which  breaks  into  right  angl-i 
pieces  with  a  precision  no  joiner  can  sarpass. 
Though  there  are  no  clay-fields  of  any  con- 
siderable extent,  yet  clay  of  the  best  qaality 
for  brick-making  crops  out  in  various  :  arts 
of  the  town.  Here  and  th-^re  all  over  the 
town  are  deposits  of  muck,  the  v^lue  of 
which  as  a  fertilizer  we  have  not  yet  learnel 
to  estimate.  And  we  are  told  by  Professor 
Eights,  one  of  the  best  peat-fields  in  America 
is  found  on  the  premises  of  Considers  Ba  i- 
well,  near  the  rail-road.  It  is  understood 
that  parties  from  Troy,  N.  Y.,  have  re-ieatly 
bought  of  Mr.  Bardwell  30  acres  of  this  peat- 
field,  paying  $13,500.  It  is  expected  that  this 
peat  will  be  used  as  fuel  on  trie  railroad. 

The  soil  of  the  town  is  mostly  susceptible 
of  cultivation,  the  mountains,  all  but  two  or 
three,  can  be  tilled  to  their  summits.  And 
many  fields  that  cannot  be  plowed  make  ex- 
cellent pastures.  On  the  banks  of  PawleS 
and  Indian  rivers  are  extensive  alluvial 
meadows  enriched  by  periodical  overflows. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  soil  is  a  gravel lv 
loam  intermingled  with  slate,  and  is  adapted 
to  the  growth  of  English  grain,  Indian  corn, 
fruit,  tobacco,  potatoes,  etc.  It  also  viel  is 
the  sweetest  herbage  for  our  docks  an  i  ris. 
In  no  part  of  the  world  does  the  Bap  of  the 
sugar  maple  yield  a  larger  percentage  of 
sugar. 

We  notice  in  Prof.  Albert  D.  Hager'fl 
logical  man  of  the  State  that  the  western  :  \". 
of  this  town  is  of  the  argillaceous  or  r  i 
slate  formation,  while  fchG  eastern  i  irt  is.  of 
the  marble  and  limestone  formation. int.  r  itr  it- 
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ified  with  siliciou3  and  magnesian  slate. 
Prof.  John  L.  Edgerton  is  our  only  native 
geologist  who  has  been  conspicuous  in  this 
branch  of  natural  history. 

Architecture.  —  Perhaps  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  by  the  year  1810  the  town 
was  better  supplied  with  roomy  and  conveni- 
ent dwellings  than  at  the  present  day.  In- 
deed the  people  of  the  town,  who  had  been 
cramped  in  their  small  houses  went  to  the  op- 
posite extreme  and  built  houses  not  only  too 
large  for  their  comfort  but  too  expensive  for 
their  means. 

As  stoves  were  not  then  in  use  more  pains 
were  taken  to  make  the  room3  warm  by  fill- 
ing in  with  unburnt  brick  or  plaster  than 
now.    In  1800  there  were  no  brick  houses  in 
town ;  the  first  erected  soon  after  that  time, 
was  the  hotel  in  the  village,  built  by  Ephraim 
Fitch,  and  the  present  residence  of  Hiram 
Wickham,  built  by  Sylvanus  Gregory.  Quite 
a  number  of  good  brick  and  wooden  houses 
have  been  built  since,  mainly  to  replace  those 
that  have  decayed.     So  with  churches  and 
school-houses.       The   first  Congregational 
church,  built  by  Abiathar  Evans  about  1785, 
was  an  Unpretending  structure  of  one  floor, 
furnished  with  plain  seats,  and  altogether  too 
small  for  the  growing  congregation,  and  after 
some  15  years  was  turned  over  to  hold  town 
meetings    in,  and  the  old  Congregational 
church  on  the  hill  was  erected,  Titus  A. 
Cook,  architect.    This  was  a  more  imposing 
structure,  with  a  dome,  belfry  and  steeple, 
and  two  tiers  of  windows.    Both  the  ground 
floor  and  the  gallery,  on  the  sides  and  one 
end,  except  the  singers'  seat,  were  partitioned 
into  square  pews,  in  which  one-third  of  the 
audience  sat  with  their  backs  to  the  speaker 
and  another  third  had  to  look  over  their 
shoulder.    Its  inside-work  was  elaborate  and 
in  good  taste  and  style,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  day,  and  altogether,  it  took  rank  among 
the  first  churches  in  the  State.      The  next 
year,  1800,  the  church  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town,  on  another  hill,  was  built,  Titus  A. 
Cook,  architect,  and  its  interior  arrangements 
were  copied  after  the  Congregational  church, 
but  it  had  no  belfry  or  steeple.     The  next 
church  built  was  the  Methodist  brick  church, 
erected  in  1827,  a  substantial,  plain  edifice, 
fitted  up  on  the  ground  floor  with  four  tiers 
of  slips.    Its  gallery,  which  ran  round  the 
house,  also  provided  with  slips.    This,  about 
a  dozen  years  ago,  was  fitted  up  for  a  select- 


school  under  the  name  of  the  Mettowee  Acad- 
emy. In  1833  the  Protestant  Methodists 
built  a  church  edifice  in  the  southwest  part 
of  the  town,  near  John  Stearns'.  The  next 
church  erected  was  the  present  Congregational 
church  in  the  village,  in  18  U,  Dan  Blakely 
and  others  building  committee,  Elkanah  Dan- 
forth,  architect.  It  is  an  elegant  church  with 
vestry  in  the  basement.  The  interior  is 
plainly  but  chastely  arranged  and  a  model  of 
pleasantness  and  convenience.  The  only 
drawback  is  the  necessity,  upon  entering,  of 
ascending  a  flight  of  stairs,  which  is  perhaps 
balanced  by  the  convenience  of  having  its 
furnace  in  the  basement.  It  has  Lately  been 
refurnished  throughout  in  handsome  style. 

In  1853,  the  new  Methodist  church  in  the 
village,  near  the  Congregational,  was  erected, 
Elkanah  Danforth,  architect  and  Jonathan 
Randall  and  others,  building  committee.  Its 
style  and  general  arrangements  are  similar 
to  the  Congregational  church. 

In  1818,  the  church  of  the  Disciples  at 
West  Pawiet,  Henry  Scoville,  architect  and 
in  1852,  the  Baptist  church  in  the  same  place, 
Edmund  C.  Whiting,  architect,  were  erected. 
These  are  neat,  plain  structures,  pleasantly 
and  well  arranged  in  the  interior  after  the 
modern  style.  A  small  but  neat  and  hand- 
some church  was  erected  in  1853,  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Baptist  church.  It  is  used  mostly 
for  funerals. 

The  old  school- houses,  specimens  of  incon- 
venience and  all  their  surroundings  repulsive 
as  possible,  have  passed  away  and  our  present 
school-houses  are  generally  pleasant  and  at- 
tractive. All  but  three  or  four  are  of  brick, 
and  are  being  overhauled  from  time  to  time 
and  made  better  to  subserve  the  great  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  erected. 

Hotels. — Probably  Captain  Jonathan 
Willard  was  the  first  innkeeper  in  town,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  homestead  of  Henry 
Allen.  Here  the  town  and  freeman's  meet- 
ings were  held,  and  most  of  the  public  busi- 
ness transacted.  His  successor  was  Capt. 
Timothy  Strong,  who  left  in  1816  or  1817. 
Since  then  there  has  been  no  public  house 
kept  here,  though  it  continued  for  several 
years  to  be  a  place  of  public  resort  for  train- 
ings, town-officer  meetings;  etc.  At  an  early 
day  an  inn  was  kept  by  Col.  Stephen  Pearl, 
near  the  present  residence  of  Daniel  Hulett. 

We  have  no  precise  data  from  which  to 
show  who  first  kept  tavern  at  the  village. 
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The  present  establishment  was  erected  in  1S0S, 
by  Ephraira  Fitch,  who  kept  it  till  his  death, 
in  1814.  After  him  Lemuel  Barden,  and  his 
eon,  John  T.,  kept  it  about  20  years  when  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Ozias  Clark,  by 
whom  it  was  rented  to  various  parties  and 
kept  as  a  temperance  house.  Harry  Gris- 
wold,  Robert  Clark,  E.  Fitch  Clark,  and  per- 
haps some  others  kept  it  till  it  passed  from 
the  hands  of  Col.  Clark.  Since  then  it  has 
been  kept  by  various  parties  each  for  brief 
periods.  We  recall  the  names  of  Henry  Bost- 
wick,  Vail,  Chapin,  Andrus,  William  Blos- 
som, jr.,  Dewitt  Hulett,  present  proprietor, 
and  probably  there  have  been  others. 

At  West  Pawlet,  a  tavern  and  store  together 
was  built  by  Eleazer  Lyman,  in  1807,  which 
was  kept  by  Joseph  Ackley,  James  S.  Brown, 
etc.  The  present  residence  of  Captain 
James  Johnson  has  been  kept  as  a  tavern  by 
himself,  Elisha  Marks,  Innis  Hollister,  Ira 
Gibbs  and  perhaps  others.  When  the  rail- 
road was  built  Ira  Gibbs  built  a  public  house 
on  the  site  of  the  present  hotel  which  he  kept 
several  years  and  sold  to  David  Woodard. 
This  was  burned  in  1858  and  was  replaced  by 
the  present  commodious  house  which  is  called 
the  Indian  River  Valley  Hotel.  Connected 
with  this  establiihment  is  a  spacious  and 
beautiful  hall,  the  best  connected  with  a  hotel 
perhaps  in  the  county.  Joseph  Armstrong 
kept  tavern  25  years  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  the 
town. 

Reuben  Smith  kept  tavern  where  B.  F. 
Giles  now  lives,  some  20  years,  closing  in 
1832.  At  North  Pawlet  a  public  house  was 
erected  some  70  years  ago  by  Bethel  Hurd, 
whose  successors  have  been  Joel  Simonds, 
William  Stevens,  Willard  Cobb,  Jeremiah  Ar- 
nold, James  Bigart,  and  perhaps  some  others. 
No  tavern  has  been  kept  here  since  1852. 

HIGHWAYS    AND  BRIDGES. 

Originally  the  main  roads  were  laid  4  rods 
wide  and  the  others  3  rods ;  but  encroach- 
ments have  generally  been  made  on  these 
limits  and  the  highways  have  been  narrowed 
down  to  an  inconvenient  width.  Consider- 
able attention  has  been  given  of  late  to  the 
grading  and  graveling  of  roads  ;  the  old  log- 
causeways  removed  and  replaced  witli  stone 
and  gravel,  which,  of  the  best  quality,  exists 
in  almost  every  locality  in  town. 

The  extent  of  water-courses  and  their  pe- 
culiar diagonal  direction,  render  a  great  num- 


ber of  bridges  indispensable  to  the  public 
convenience.  Until  within  about  40  years 
the  bridges  were  built  by  the  voluntary  ac- 
tion of  the  several  highway  districts,  care 
having  been  taken  so  to  arrange  the  districts 
that  the  bridges^ would  be  fairly  apportioned 
among  them.  Then  the  bridges  were  mostly 
built  on  heavy  stringers  spanning  the  stream 
and  resting  often  on  wooden  abutments.  But 
as  timber  grew  scarce  and  some  were  disposed 
to  shirk  their  proper  share  of  the  labor,  the 
people  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions 
of  law  and  devolved  the  entire  expense  of 
bridge-building  on  the  grand-list,  and  within 
the  last  20  years  great  improvements  have 
been  made.  The  old  wooden  abutments  have 
been  replaced  with  stone;  the  old-fashioned 
stringers  with  framed  bridges.  Within  our 
remembrance  there  were  8  public  bridges 
across  Pawlet  river,  now  there  are  but  five. 
On  Flower  brook  there  are  4  bridges,  three 
framed,  and  one  at  the  village  of  stone.  On 
Wells  brook  one  framed-bridge.  The  smaller 
bridges,  of  which  there  are  a  great  number, 
are  built  or  being  built  of  stone.  Besides 
these  there  is  a  large  number  of  private 
bridges. 

Poor  and  Town  Farm. — No  duty  devolves 
on  a  civilized  and  Christian  community  so 
sacred  and  imperative  as  the  proper  care  and 
support  of  those  who  cannot  take  care  of 
themselves.  The  course  purs  \e<*  by  this  town 
until  within  a  few  years  was  to  dispose  of  the 
poor  to  those  who  would  agree  to  keep  them  for 
the  least  money.  By  this  means  they  were 
scattered  one,  two  or  more  in  a  place,  and  thoso 
who  took  them  intended  to  make  a  profit  out 
of  it,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  interests  of 
humanity  might  be  frequently  outraged. 
Awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  impropriety  not 
to  sav  inhumanity  of  such  a  course,  the  towa 
in  1855,  appointed  Consider  S.  Bardwell,  Lu- 
cius M.  Carpenter  and  Adams  L.  Bromley,  a 
committee  to  purchase  a  farm  where  this  chv;s 
might  all  be  gathered  in  one  family,  They 
purchased  the  present  town-farm  for  $4,500 
and  in  the  judgment  of  a  great  majority  it 
has  proved  a  decided  success.  The  town 
has  generally  been  fortunate  in  its  agents  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm.  It  is  now  managed 
by  John  Smith  who  has  leaded  it  for  ;i  pe&ra 
expiring  in  April,  1SS7,  and  who  provides  for 
all  the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the  farm  and  >uvk. 
Under  the  old  system  it  used  to  cost  from. 
£1000  to  $1,400  anuually 
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CEMETERIES. 

There  are  5  or  6  public  cemeteries  in  town. 
The  oldest  is  at  the  village  and  has  been  in 
use  since  1770.  It  was  laid  off  from  the  farm 
of  John  Cobb,  and  is  almost  entirely  occu- 
pied. Margaret  Wheeler,  aged  88,  was  the 
first  person  interred. 

The  next  oldest  is  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town  on  land  given  by  Caleb  Allen.  The 
first  interments  were  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
The  third  is  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  on 
land  given  by  Seeiy  Brown.  Jacob  Perkins 
was  the  first  person  interred,  in  1801.  This 
cemetery  has  been  recently  enlarged  and 
handsomely  inclosed.  A  row  of  maple  trees 
was  planted  around  it  in  1857.  There  is  an- 
other cemetery  near  C.  S.  Bardwell's  and  an 
other  near  Andrew  Willard's,  and  another 
small  public  cemetery  near  the  residence  of 
the  late  Joshua  Hulett,  and  a  family  cemetery. 
In  1866,  2  or  3  acres  for  a  new  public  ceme- 
tery were  purchased  by  the  town,  of  Lyman 
Wheeler,  for  $200. 

UNITED  STATES  DEPOSIT  FUND,  1837. 

The  share  of  this  town  was  $4,683.59. 
The  towns  by  a  provision,  of  our  legislature 
were  to  loan  the  money  on  adequate  security 
and  apply  the  income  to  the  support  of 
common  schools. 

This  fund  was  to  be  redistributed  every  11 
years  among  the  towns  in  proportion  to  their 
then  population.  As  the  population  of  this 
town  has  diminished  every  decade  since,  with 
one  exception,  it  follows  of  course  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  amounting  to  about  one-quar- 
ter of  the  original  sum  should  be  withdrawn. 

When  the  town  farm  was  purchased  in  1856, 
the  balance  of  the  fund  was  appropriated  to- 
wards its  purchase,  the  interest  of  which  is 
annually  paid  into  the  school-fund  according 
to  the  original  provision.  The  State  still 
holds  a  lien  on  this  money,  whenever  it  shall 
be  required  for  a  redistribution  among  the 
towns  or  for  repayment  into  the  United  States 
treasury. 

DONATION  FESTIVALS, 

were  introduced  about  1830,  and  have  become 
very  popular.  In  their  inception  they  were 
limited  to  the  supply  of  the  pastorate  with 
such  necessary  articles  as  each  donor  could 
conveniently  spare  from  his  own  stores,  and 
subserved  two  principal  objects,  providing 
additional  aid  to  the  frequently  scanty  re- 
sources of  the  pastorate  and  bringing  into 


social  relations  the  people  of  the  parish  so 
apt' to  form  into  cliques  and  classes  having 
little  or  no  sympathy  with  each  other.  We 
cannot  doubt  their  effect  has  been  to  create 
more  sympathy  among  the  people,  and  be- 
tween the  pastor  and  'people,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  material  aid  furnished  the  pastor. 
These  festivals  are  now  brought  into  requisi- 
tion to  aid  any  unfortunate  member  of  so- 
ciety, who?  by  sickness,  or  accident,  stands  in 
need  of  help,  and  also  used  to  raise  funds  for 
benevolent  purposes  and  special  public  ob- 
jects. Through  their  agency  here  and  else- 
where, churches  and  parsonages  have  been 
furnished  ;  cemeteries  bought,  inclosed,  and 
improved  ;  hospital  stores  collected  for  the 
army  ;  soldiers'  monuments  erected,  and  Sab- 
bath school  and  other  public  libraries  estab- 
lished. And  since  money  has  become  the 
most  plentiful  article  in  the  community,  dona- 
tions are  almost  exclusively  made  in  cash, 
and  not  infrequently  from  $100  to  $200  are 
raised  in  an  evening.  They  have  become  the 
festival  of  the  day,  and  whatever  the  object, 
seldom  fail  to  call  out  a  crowd. 

BASE  BALL. 

As  if  to  prepare  for  the  dread  war,  then  im- 
pending, by  a  simultaneous  impulse,  all  over 
the  country,  base  ball  clubs  were  organized 
during  the  year  or  two  preceding  1861.  Per- 
haps no  game  or  exercise,  outside  of  military 
drill,  was  ever  practiced,  so  well  calculated  as 
this  to  harden  the  muscles  and  invigorate  the 
physical  functions. 

Three  clubs  were  formed  in  this  town,  in 
1860  '61.  The  Hickory,  at  West  Pawlet,  the 
Mettowee,  at  the  village,  and  the  Liberty,  at 
North  Pawlet.  These  several  clubs  engaged 
in  the  work  with  great  spirit  and  earnestness, 
and  had  repeated  trials  of  skill  with  each 
other  and  with  outside  clubs.  They  were  sus- 
tained with  increasing  interest  until  1S62, 
when  a  large  portion  of  each  club  was  sum- 
moned to  the  war  when,  for  lack  of  men  to 
play  the  game,  they  were  suspended.  Since 
the  return  of  peace,  a  new  impulse  has  been 
given  to  the  game,  and  the  old  clubs  are  being 
revived. 

PAWLET  AND  WELLS  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

was  formed  in  September,  1857.  Nathan 
Francis,  of  Wells,  first  Pres.  Chipman  J.  Toby, 
Sec.  Grounds  for  the  fair  and  a  trottin^-panc 
were  laid  out  on  the  premises  of  David  Gh 
Blossom.    The  first  annual  fair  was  held  Oct- 
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6t  1857 — A  very  creditable  display  of  stock, 
fruits,  vegetables  and  domestic  manufactures 
was  mado.  No  premiums  were  awarded,  but 
the  names  of  all  winning  competitors  were  re- 
corded and  published.  The  annual  fair  was 
held  on  the  same  ground  in  1853  ;  James  M. 
Shaw,  Pres.  Dr.  C.  0.  Nihchols  of  Wells,  Sec. 
The  annual  fair  was  held  at  the  same  place 
twice  in  the  next  three  years  and  once  at  the 
village,  drawing  together  crowds  of  people. 
In  1859,  John  S.  Hulett,  of  Wells,  was  Pres. 
and  Dr.  Nichols,  Sec.  In  1SG0  '61,  Allen 
"Whedon  was  Pres.  Dr.  Nichols,  Sec. 

The  absorbing  interest  felt  in  the  war  at 
this  time,  induced  a  suspension,  which  was 
then  expected  to  be  only  temporary. 

THE  LYCEUM, 

grew  out  of  the  debating  club  of  the  last  gen- 
eration, and  its  present  development  is  of 
recent  origin.  The  usual  exercises  are  the 
discussion  of  some  popular  question  by  the 
gentlemen,  and  the  reading  of  a  manuscript- 
paper,  by  an  editress  appointed  beforehand, — 
to  which  contributions  are  furnished  by  mem- 
bers of  the  lyceum  of  volunteers,  on  almost 
every  conceivable  subject.  This  is  the  most 
attractive  feature  of  the  lyceum,  and  taxes 
the  wit  and  wisdom  of  the  contributors  to 
their  fullest  extent.  The  more  jokes  and 
pleasant  personalities  there  are  introduced 
the  better  the  audience  is  pleased.  Declama- 
tion, the  rehearsal  of  spicy  dialogues  and  glee 
club  music  are  frequently  added  to  the  enter- 
tainment. 

These  lyceums  have  been  held  at  the  village, 
at  West  Pawlet,  and  at  North  Pawlet  through 
nearly  every  winter  season  for  several  years. 

STOCK. 

Great  attention  has  been  given  from  an  ear- 
ly day,  to  the  rearing  of  good  horses.  Many 
fine  horses  are  annually  sold  out  of  this 
town,  and  a  handsome  revenue  derived  from 
their  sale.  The  requirements  of  the  war 
caused  heavy  drafts  on  our  stock  of  horses, 
and  they  are  now  worth,  probably,  on  an 
average,  $  200,  each. 

The  invention,  by  Joel  Stevens,  of  a  cheese- 
pan  and  stove  combined,  furnished  greatly  im- 
proved facilities  for  manufacture.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  cheese-factory  in  1SG4,  by  a 
dairy  association  at  West  Pawlet,  and  of  an- 
other at  the  village  in  18(55,  absorb  most  of 
the  cheese-making  interest  in  town.  But  lit- 
tle attention  has  ever  been  given  to  the  fat- 


tening of  stock  for  market,  the  cattle  we  have 
usually  turned  off  being  mostly  grass  fed. 

English  cattle  of  various  breeds  have  been 
brought  on  from  time  to  time  to  mix  with  our 
native  breeds,  but  we  have  no  systematic 
stock-breeder  in  town.  The  high  prices  of 
cheese  and  butter,  the  former  from  18  to  22 
cents  per  pound  and  the  latter  from  40  to  50 
cents,  have  created  a  brisk  demand  for  cows, 
which  now  sell  for  from  $  60  to  $  100  each. 
Oxen  and  young  stock  are  proportionably 
high. 

A3  with  cattle  so  with  sheep  ;  our  farmers 
for  many  years  only  kept  a  supply  for  their 
domestic  wants,  and  those  only  of  the  native 
breed,  selling  off  yearly  a  few  surplus  grass- 
fed  wethers.  Before  1S12,  there  were  but  few, 
if  any,  fine-wooled  sheep  in  town.  About 
that  time  Col.  Humphreys,  of  Connecticut, 
brought  here  a  few  choice  sheep,  descended 
from  his  original  importation  in  1802.  The 
obstructions  to  commerce  during  the  times 
of  the  embargo  and  the  war  with  England  in 
1812,  had  induced  the  establishment  of  wool- 
en-factories in  this  town,  and  throughout  the 
country,  and  a  finer  grade  was  in  demand. 
Merino  sheep  were  soon  diffused  throughout 
the  town  and  a  new  era  in  sheep  breeding 
was  inaugurated.  Wool  soon  became  a  prin- 
cipal staple.  About  1825,  Saxony  sheep  were 
brought  in  and  crossed  with  merino  grades. 
This  did  not  prove  satisfactory,  as  tenderer 
sheep  and  lighter  fleeces  were  the  result.  To 
counteract  this  the  Bake  well  breed  was  soon 
after  introduced,  which  gave  less  satisfaction. 
During  all  these  earlier  efforts  to  improve 
sheep,  but  few  people  attempted  to  raise  pure 
blooded  sheep,  but  our  highest  ambition  was 
satisfied  with  grade  sheep.  During  the  pres- 
ent decade  a  new  impulse  has  been  given  to 
the  sheep  interest  by  the  introduction  of  the 
improved  American  merino.  The  key-note 
to  this  last  movement  has  been  full  bloods. 

A  few  prime  flocks  of  this  class  have  been 
started  in  town.  The  wool-growing  inteiest 
has  been  depressed  for  the  last  year  or  two, 
and  our  shepherds  have  wished  themselves 
out  of  the  business.  New  encouragement 
however,  has  been  afforded  them  by  an  act  of 
congress,  passed  in  March,  18U7,  increasing 
the  tariff  on  imported  wool. 

In  swine,  though  raised  mainly  for  home 
consumption,  unwonted  interest  is  taken  to 
their  improvement.  Perhaps  the  best,  at 
lea^t  the  most  popular  breed,  is  the  Cbestex 
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county,  fast  supplanting  most  other  breeds. 
The  elephantine  ear  an  1  the  alligator  snout 
have  passed  away.  Our  hogs,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, are  grown  and  fattened  on  the  refuse  of 
the  dairy. 

POULTRY. 

has  shared  in  the  general  improvement.  New 
varieties  of  fowls  have  been  introduced,  and 
from  their  names,  we  infer  that  the  whole 
eastern  world  has  been  laid  under  contribu- 
tion to  supply  our  market.  Turkeys,  also, 
which  not  unirequently  earn  their  own  liv- 
ing, have  by  judicious  breeding,  been  raised 
from  25  cents  each,  by  the  flock,  to  $2,  with- 
in our  remembrance.  Geese  are  more  neglect- 
ed, but  to  those  favorably  situated,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  profitable  branches  of  business.  • 

The  shepherd  dog  alone  retains  his  position 
and  is  raised  almost  to  the  entire  exclusion  of 
all  other  dogs.  No  dairyman  considers  his  es- 
tablishment complete  without  one  of  them. 

The  population  of  the  town,  according  to 
the  United  States  census,  was  as  follows : 

In  the  year  1791,  1453;  1800,  1938;  1810, 
2233;  1820,  2155;  1830,  1965;  1840,  1748; 
1850,  1843 ;  1860,  1540. 

war  of  1S61-65. 

Our  town  was  represented  in  most  of  the 
infantry  regiments  raised  in  the  State  ;  in  the 
cavalry,  sharp  shooters  and  batteries.  Also, 
in  several  New  York  and  other  state  organi- 
zations. Our  volunteers  were  in  almost  every 
campaign,  expedition  and  battle  of  the  war, 
from  Great  Bethel,  June,  1861,  to  the  closing 
battles  around  Richmond. 

They  were  in  the  ill-fated  campaign  of  Gen- 
eral Mc  Clellan  in  1862,  they  confronted  the 
guerillas  and  cow-boys  of  Eastern  Virginia 
tinder  Stuart  and  Mosby,  they  were  at  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg  and  sanguinary  rights  in 
that  vicinity  ;  they  were  in  the  fruitless  cam- 
paigns of  Generals  Pope,  Burnside  and  Hook- 
er, and  contributed  to  the  triumph  of  General 
Mead  at  Gettysburg  ;  they  fought  above  the 
cloud's  on  Lookout  mountain ;  they  were 
under  General  Sherman  at  Chattanooga,  at 
Dalton,  at  Atlanta,  and  accompanied  him  in 
his  triumphant  march  to  the  sea-coast  at  Sa- 
vannah, and  thence  to  Charleston,  Columbia 
and  Raleigh;  they  were  with  the  impetuous 
Sheridan,  in  his  daring  and  successful  march 
through  the  Shenandoah  valley;  with  Gener- 
al Banks,  in  his  various  expeditions,  and  at 
the  taking  of  Mobile  and  shared  in  the  bloody 


|  flanking  movements  of  General  Grant,  from 
I  the  Rapidan  to  the  gates  of  Petersburg  ;  they 
|  endured  the  horrors  of  Libby,  Bellisle  a::d 
I  Salisbury  ;  they  suffered  tortures  at  Ander^ou- 
ville,  which  no  language  can  describe. 

CHURCH  HISTORY. 

The  first  movement  for  a  church  organiza- 
tion was  made  by  the  Congregationalisms  uear 
the  centre  of  the  town,  in  1781,  at  about 
which  time  the  first  church  edifice  was  erected 
very  near  the  geographical  eemreof  the  town. 

In  1790,  the  first  Baptist  church  was  formed  * 
in  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  town,  near  He- 
bron, N.  Y.  In  1790,  a  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  was  in  existence  in  the  N.  W.  part  of 
the  town,  near  Granville.  About  1795,  a 
Methodist  class  was  formed  in  the  S.  W.  part 
of  the  town,  near  Rupert.  In  1820,  a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  was  organized  at  the 
village.  In  1826,  the  second  Baptist"  church 
was  organized,  in  the  west  part  of  the  towu. 
In  1831,  the  "  Disciples  "  church  was  organ- 
ized near  the  same  place.  In  1832,  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  church  was  formed  on  the 
mountain,  in  the  S..W.  part.  About  1855,  an 
"independent"  society  was  formed  at  the  vil- 
lage. Besides  these,  there  have  been  withia 
our  limits  Universalists,  Fiiends,  Mormons 
Second  Adventists,  and  perhaps  others. 

THE  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

was  organized  Aug.  8,  1781,  under  Rev, 
David  Petry,  of  Harwinton,  Ct.  Its  first 
members  were  Samuel  Butt,  Jonathan  Brace, 
Joel  Harmon,  Daniel  Welch,  Elisha  Fitch 
and  Jedediah  Reed.  Joel  Harmon  wa3  ap- 
pointed first  church  clerk.  A  sermon  was 
preached  on  the  occasion  by  Rev.  Mr.  Per- 
ry, from  1  John,  ii.  6.  For  the  first  3  or 
4  years  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had  any 
stated  supply,  though  in  the  records  of  bap- 
tisms the  names  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Murdock, 
Sill,  Swift,  Haynes,  Kent,  and  Perry  appear 
as  officiating  in  that  ordinance.  We  find  it 
recorded  that,  in  1734,  the  Rev.  James 
Thompson,  of  Worthington,  was  invited  to 
return  and  preach  on  probation,  which  im- 
plies that  he  had  preached  to  them  before. 
And,  in  1785,  the  Rev.  Zephaniah  Hollister 
Smith,  of  Glastenbury,  Vt»,  received  a  call 
from  the  church,  which  call  was  not  accepU  I, 
though  we  have  it  from  tradition  that  Mr. 
Smith  preached  here  lor  some  time.  Wo 
have  no  date  to  determine  when  the  Kraft 
church  was  erected,  but  we  believe  it  was 
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about  1785.  It  stood  about  60  rods  south  of 
Henry  Allen's,  and  was  a  plain,  small,  frame- 
building.  Many  of  its  timbers  are  in  the 
wood-house  connected  with  the  dwelling  of 
the  late  Rev.  John  Griswold. 

In  1786,  the  church  gave  a  call  to  Dr.  Lew- 
is Beebe,  then  of  Arlington,  to  become  their 
pastor.  And,  June  14,  1787,  Mr.  Beebe  was 
ordained.  The  council  convened  for  the  oc- 
casion, was  composed  of  ministers  and  dele- 
gates from  the  following  churches  :  Stock- 
bridge,  Lanesboro,  Chesterfield,  Lenox,  Rich- 
mond and  Williamstown,  in  Massachusetts, 
and  Bennington,  Dorset  and  Rupert  in  this 
State.  Soon  after  Mr.  Beebe  entered  on  his 
pastorate,  serious  difficulties  arose  in  the 
church,  which  baffled  their  wisdom  to  ar- 
range among  themselves.  Their  reference  to 
a  mutual  council  had  no  better  result.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  the  difficulties 
were  mostly  in  relation  to  Mr.  Beebe,  one 
party  being  dissatisfied  with  him  and  the 
other  sustaining  him.  This  quarrel  was  only 
brought  to  a  close,  by  the  dismission  of  Mr 
Beebe,  in  1791,  when  the  church  and  society 
agreed  on  a  unanimous  call  to  Rev.  John 
Griswold.  By  the  way,  we  may  notice  the 
singular  method  the  opposing  parties  took  to 
close  up  the  controversy,  which  was,  after 
taking  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  for  a  year 
or  two,  to  destroy  the  original  minutes.  It 
is  not  probable  the  copy  is  in  existence. 
Mr.  Griswold  .accepted  the  call,  and  Oct.  23, 
1793,  was  ordanied.  The  churches  called  on 
to  assist  in  his  ordination,  were  Bennington, 
Sunderland,  Sandgate,  Benson,  Orwell,  West 
Rutland  and  Thetibrd,  in  this  State,  and 
Lebanon,  in  N.  H.  Rev.  Mr.  Bobbins,  of 
Lebanon,  preached  the  sermon. 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  b^ing  sensible  of  the 
importance  of  having  a  Gospel  minister  set- 
tled among  us,  Do  promis  to  pay  to  Mr. 
John  Griswold  as  an  Inducement  lor  him  to 
settle  in  the  worke  of  the  minestre  among  us, 
the  some  that  we  do  enext  to  our  names,  one 
half  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and 
the  other  in  one  yeare  from  the  first  payment, 
to  be  paid  in  neet  cattle,  or  wheat  and  Indian 
corn. 

Witness  our  hands. 

Dated  at  Pawleet,  June  4th,  1793. 


£  s.d. 

Moses  Porter                                  10  0  0 

Samuel  Butts                                    5  0  0 

Joel  Harmon                                  10  0  0 

Lem.  Chipman,                                8  0  0 

Ezekiel  Harmon                                 6  0  0 

Jedediah  Reed,..                               6  0  0 


£  s.d. 

Joel  Moffatt   2  10  0 

Abraham  Meacham,   2    0  0 

Ashbel  Skinner,   2    0  0 

Amos  Curtis,   15    0  0 

Daniel  Welch   9  19  9 

Joseph  Fitch  ,   8    0  0 

Ozias  Clark,   8    0  0 

Rhilip  Reed   8    0  0 

Sylvan  us  Gregory,   1  10  0 

John  Adams,   4    0  0 

Isaac  Meacham,   1  10  0 

Joseph  Bradford,   4    0  0 

Asa  Field   2    0  0 

Jedediah  Edgerton,   3    0  0 

Cyrus  Wells   1  10  0 

Stephen  Spencer,   1  10  0 

Asa  Andrus,   2    0  0 

Daniel  Fitch   4    0  0 

Stephen  Starkweather   5    0  0 

Samuel  Tavlor   10  0 

Daniel  Clark   10  0 

David  Carter,   10  0 

John  Cobb   4    0  0 

Andr.  Henry,   2    0  0 

Return  Strong,   2    0  0 

Joel  Simonds,   1  10  0 

Benajah  Bushnell,   3    0  0 

Isaac  Stephens,   1  10  0 

Rufus  Fitch   2    0  0 

John  Fuller   1    0  0 

Zeb'd  Andrus,   2    0  0 


JE152  19  9 

Amounting  in  dollars  and  cents  to  §  509.97. 

Mr.  Griswold  entered  on  his  pastorate 
under  the  most  encouraging  circumstances. 
The  troubles  in  the  church  had  mainly  grown 
out  of  its  connection  with  Mr.  Beebe,  and 
disclosures  of  his  real  character,  made  »oon 
after  his  dismission,  convinced  his  most  stead- 
fast adherents  of  their  error,  and  soon  a  g-^od 
understanding  prevailed.  Mr.  Griswold  was 
popular,  as  well  in  the  society  and  town,  a* 
in  the  church.  His  circumspect,  thoughtful 
and  yet  pleasant  manner  won  the  confidence 
and  affection  of  his  contemporaries,  and  to 
his  prudence  and  good  common  sense,  rather 
than  to  brilliant  talent,  may  be  attributed 
his  eminent  success. 

The  church  and  congregation  largely  in- 
creasing, measures  were  taken  in  a  few  years 
for  the  erection  of  a  mora  commodious  church, 
as  well  as  for  its  location  at  a  more  central 
point  in  the  society.  This,  however,  was 
displeasing  to  the  people  in  the  west  pan  of 
the  town,  who  would  have  to  go  one  mile 
further  to  church.  And  the  west  part  of  the 
town  was  stimulated  to  put  up  a  church  of 
its  own,  which  was  accomplished  the  next 
year. 
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In  1793,  the  large,  and  for  the  day,  splen- 
did church,  was  erected  on  the  hill  north  of 
the  village,  which  stood  till  about  1842. 
From  all  that  appears  or  is  known,  this 
church  was  eminently  prosperous  and  receiv- 
ed large  accessions  up  to  about  1812,  when  a 
serious  difficulty,  growing  out  of  political 
differences  arose.  A  portion  of  the  church 
had  become  connected  with  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Society,  a  secret  political  organi- 
zation, which  gave  offence  to  a  large  minority 
of  the  church.  Unavailing  efforts  were  made 
to  adjust  the  difficulty  by  a  reference  to  a 
mutual  council,  the  parties  being  so  evenly 
divided  that  it  was  impracticable  to  settle  it 
in  the  church.  It  was  finally  referred  to  the 
Consociation,  whose  conclusions  left  the  mat- 
ter where  they  found  it.  The  original  com- 
plainants who  had,  during  the  pendency  of 
the  question,  refrained  from  participating  in 
the  church  ordinances,  were,  in  turn,  com- 
plained of  by  the  adverse  party,  for  breach 
of  their  covenant  obligations,  and,  after  due 
course  of  labor,  were  most  of  them  excommu- 
nicated. Notwithstanding  the  loss  to  the 
church  of  several  of  its  more  prominent  mem- 
bers, there  were  constant  accessions,  which 
more  than  kept  the  membership  good. 

Rev.  Mr.  Griswold  continued  pastor  of  the 
church  until  1331,  but  being  relieved  almost 
entirely  from  active  service  after  1824.  Rev. 
Fayette  Shipherd  was  colbague  pastor  from 
1826  to  1S30,  acting,  however,  as  stated  sup- 
ply from  1324.  At,  his  ordination,  Rev.  Mr. 
Chester  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  Elijah 
W.  Plumb,  D.  D.,  succeeded  to  the  pastorate, 
and  was  ordained  May  18,  1331.  Rev.  John 
Hough  preached  the  sermon.  He  continued* 
pastor  until  Oct.  1844.  During  his  pastorate 
the  old  church  on  the  hill  was  taken  down, 
and  the  present  beautiful  and  convenient 
church  edifice  erected. 

Rev.  Elijah  H.  Bonney  succeeded  to  the 
pastorate,  and  was  ordained  Feb.  25,  1847. 
Rev.  Joseph  D.  Wickham,  of  Manchester, 
preached  the  sermon.  He  continued  till  Sep. 
27,  1853.  On  the  first  Sabbath  in  February, 
1854,  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Wood  commenced  his 
labors  as  a  state  1  supply,  and  continued  un- 
till  1858.  In  1S50,  Rev.  Azanah  Hyde  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  as  a  stated  supply,  and 
continued  until!  1365.  lie  was  succeeded,  in 
1866,  by  Rev.  Levi  II.  Stone. 

The  number  of  members  admitted  to  the 
church  from  17S1  to  1800  was  154 ;  from 


1800  to  1810,  52;  from  1S10  to  1S20,  152; 
from  1320  to  1830,  96;  from  1830  to  1367, 
268  ;  making  the  whole  number,  to  May  17, 
1867,  722.  It  may  be  appropriate  to  remark, 
that  from  1824  to  the  present  time  a  Sabbath 
school  and  bible-class  have  been  steadily 
maintained.  This  church,  too,  has  been  lib- 
eral in  the  support  of  foreign  missions,  ani 
has  furnished  from  its  membership  Rev. 
Jonathan  S.  Green,  a  missionary  to  the  Sand- 
wich islands  in  13 — ,  Miss  Delight  Sar- 
gent, missionary  to  the  Cherokees  in  13 — , 
who  married  Rev.  Elias  Boudmot,  a  native 
Cherokee,  Mr.  Philo  P.  Stewart,  lay  mission- 
ary to  the  Cherokees. 

The  following  ministers  from  its  member- 
ship have  been  educated  and  entered  on  the 
ministry  :  Hippocrates  Rowe,  Beriah  Gr*ren, 
jr.,  Jonathan  S.  Green,  Jacob  E.  Blakely, 
Quincy  Blakely,  Judson  B.  Stoddard,  Guy  C. 
Strong,  Lemon  Andrus,  Ferris  Filch,  Miner 
Pratt,  Azariah  P*.  Graves. 

We  may  remark,  generally,  that  this  church 
has  over  maintained  a  high  position  for  intel- 
ligence and  independence.  It  has  not  hesita- 
ted to  subject  to  criticism  the  decisions  of 
councils  and  consociations,  and  to  accept  or 
reject  their  conclusions. 

This  church  has  usually  had  three  deacons 
in  active  service.  The  succession  of  deacons 
is  about  as  follows  :  Moses  Porter,  Joel  Har- 
mon, Ezekiel  Harmon,  Ozias  Clark,  Joseph 
Porter,  John  Penfield,  Joshua  D.  Cobb,  Sim- 
eon Edgsrton,  Dorastus  Fitch,  David  Blak^iy, 
Milton  Brown,  Harry  Griswold,  George  Wil- 
lard  and  David  Andrus. 

'IE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  organized  on  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
1790,  on  the  present  premises  of  Alien  Whed- 
on,  then  owned  by  Edmund  Whedon.  It 
was  organized  under  the  auspices  of  Elder 
Brown,  of  the  church  in  Westfield,  N.  Y.  Its 
first  members  were  James  Bennett,  Thomas 
Hall,  Solomon  Brown,  Joseph  Hascall,  John 
Crouch,  Samuel  Sisco,  Caleb  Agard,  Nathan- 
iel Harmon,  Samuel  Abbott,  Alexander 
Trumbull,  Edmund  Whedon,  Lydia  Wilcox, 
Mary  Bennett,  Hannah  Hanks,  Miriam  Hop- 
kins, Sibel  Sheldon,  Lydia  A<:ard  and  Eliza- 
beth Crouch.  For  the  first  10  year?,  being 
destitute  of  a  church,  its  meetings  were  held 
in  private  houses,  and  not  uu frequently  in 
barns.  Its  preachers  were  Elders  Bfrown, 
Skeels,  Green,  Wait,  Cornell,  Dodge,  Blood 
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and  Beall,  each  for  brief  periods.  These  were 
among  the  Pioneer  Baptist  ministers  of  Ver- 
mont, and  many  of  them  were  men  of  decided 
talent  In  1800,  a  church  was  built  on  the 
premises  of  Seely  Brown,  by  the  West  Paw- 
let  meeting-house  company,  which  was  used 
almost  exclusively  by  the  Baptists  for  24 
years.  Elder  Isaac  Beall  was  called  to  settle 
over  the  church  in  1S01,  and  continued  with 
it  till  its  dissolution  in  1331.  A  parsonage 
was  built  in  1S02,  which  appears  to  have 
been  'designed  for  a  Baptist  minister  exclu- 
sively. The  whole  number  of  members  be- 
longing- to  this  church  was  about  200,  and  it 
is  said  to  have  had  150  at  one  time.  A  strict, 
wholsome  and  orderly  discipline  was  main- 
tained, as  the  records  and  files  of  the  church 
attest.  It  was  the  misfortane,  perhaps  the 
fault  of  this  church,  to  be  isolated  from  sister 
churches  during  most  of  its  existence. 

Its  first  deacons  were  Joseph  Hascall  and 
Timothy  Brewster;  after  them  were  Josiah 
Toby  and  Jeremiah  Arnold.  From  its  mem- 
bership, Solomon  Brown,  Timothy  Brewster, 
Daniel  Hascall  and  Lemon  Andrus  were  li- 
censed to  preach. 

In  1831  the  church  dissolved  ;  those  of  its 
members  who  desired  it  being  furnished  with 
certificates  of  their  good  standing. 

A  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CLASS 

was  formed  in  1795,  at  the  house  of  John  C. 
Conant,  now  Stephen  Mc  Faddens.  It  was 
quite  flourishing  for  several  years,  and  num- 
bered in  its  membership  several  of  the  sub- 
stantial people  of  that  locality.  Among 
them  were  Daniel  Baldridge,  John  C.  Co- 
nant, Jeremy  Baldwin  and  Aaron  Bennett, 
some  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  It  was  supplied  with 
preaching  at  stated  intervals,  according  to 
the  custom  of  those  days,  by  2  circuit  preach- 
ers traveling  together.  They  usually  trav- 
eled on  horse-back  and  completed  their  cir- 
cuit in  4  weeks.  A  few  of  this  class  re- 
mained as  late  as  1S25,  who  united  with  the 
church  at  the  village. 

PEOTESTAST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

An  Episcopal  organization  existed  here  as 
early  as  1790,  which  was  represented  in  the 
State  Episcopal  Convention.  The  names  of 
the  delegates  to  the  convention,  in  order,  be- 
ginning with  17LK),  were  Ebenezer  Cobb, 
Henry  Wooster,  Benoni  Smith,  Jonathan 
Willard,  Seely  Brown,  Henry  Wooster,  jr  > 


Josiah  Smith  and  Asaph  Teall.  In  i7^3.  iha 
State  Episcopal  Convention  was  held  in  th« 
town  at  the  house  of  Henry  Wooster,  whea 
an  election  was  effected  of  the  first  bishop  of 
Vermont.  This  was  Pvev.  Edward  Bass, 
D.  D.,  of  Newbury  port,  Mass.,  who  accepted 
the  position  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to  remain  in  Massachusetts  uniil  a  sufficient 
amount  should  be  realized  from  the  church 
glebe  in  the  state  to  afford  him  a  mainte- 
nance. This  did  not  suit  the  convention,  and 
Dr.  Bass  was  never  consecrated.  Services 
were  held  mostly  at  the  house  of  Capu  Ben- 
oni Smith,  during  his  Life,  and  were  contin- 
ued at  the  house  of  his  widow. 

Among  the  early  Episcopal  ministers  who 
officiated  here  were  Rev.  Bethuel  Chitteu  ita 
of  Shelburn,  Rev.  Daniel  Barber,  Rev.  Amos 
Pardee  and  Rev.  Abraham  Broasoa,  D.  D., 
of  Manchester.  About  IS  10,  Re  v.  Stephea 
Jewett,  from  Connecticut,  came  here  aud  oa- 
dated  for  some  time.  He  afterwards  settie-1 
in  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  stated  ser- 
vices here.  The  brick  school- house  in  the 
N.  W.  part  of  the  town,  was  built  and  fitted 
up,  partly  at  the  expense  of  the  church,  and 
services  were  held  here  from  1812  to  "15, 
when  Trinity  church,  Granville,  was  erected 
and  thi3  church  was  merged  in  that.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  church  a  small  amount  was 
realized  from  the  glebe,  which  was  takea 
from  them  about  1803,  by  the  legislature, 
and  appropriated  to  schools.  Litigation,  was 
unsuccessful  to  restore  it  About  IjJJ,  the 
church  applied  for  and  obtained  the  lot  re- 
seived  for  the  society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  and  under  the  aus- 
pices of  Rev.  Palmer  Dyer  the  church  was 
reorganized  by  the  name  of  Trinity  church. 
This  was  little  more  than  nominal,  thouga 
the  organization  was  kept  up  several  ye*ra 
and  was  represented  in  convention.  On  the: 
removal  and  death  of  the  principal  church- 
men, between  1630  and  1840,  the  church  be- 
came extinct.  The  income  of  the  church 
lands  is  now  appropriated  to  other  churched 
in  the  State. 

METHODIST    EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Rev.  George  Smith,  of  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  thea 
a  local  elder,  was  the  lirst  minister,  at  i« 
village,  of  this  church.  In  1823  I..1  prea  I 
his  two  first  sermons  in  the  hall  oi  the  I  r.  k 
tavern.  Afterwards  he  preached  a:  the 
academy,  at  the  house  of  Taul  LiuleM  and  it 
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the  school-house,  near  Elisha  Allen's.  It| 
was  ascertained  that  there  were  200  hopeful 
conversions,  of  all  denominations,  in  town 
during  that  season,  of  whom  40  were  in  the 
school  district  last  mentioned.  The  Metho- 
dist church  was  organized  in  1S26.  Paul 
Hulett,  John  Crapo,  Amos  Wooster,  Sylves- 
ter Pitkin,  Nathan  Allen,  Elisha  Allen,  Joel 
Winchester,  Fitch  Clark,  Robert  Clark  and 
Chauncy  Guild,  were  among  its  prominent 
male  members.  Samuel  ilowe  and  Elias 
Crawford  were  the  first  itinerant  ministers 
in  1826 ;  Daniel  Brayton  and  John  Clark 
in  1827 ;  Roswell  Kelly  and  Laban  Clark 
in  1823,  and  Roswell  Kelly  and  Seymour 
Coleman  in  1829.  The  brick  church,  near 
the  cemetery,  was  erected  in  1S26  or  1827, 
and  formally  dedicated.  Rev.  Daniel  Bray 
ton  and  Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes,  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  preaciied  on  this  occa- 
sion. This  church  has  been  supplied,  mostly 
by  resident  ministers,  for  whom  a  parsonage 
was  procured  in  1832.  For  six  years  after 
its  organization  it  belonged  to  the  New  York 
conference.  In  1832  the  Troy  conference 
was  organized,  and  held  i  s  fourth  annual 
session  here.  Rev.  Bishop  Waugh  presided 
and  J.  B.  Hougtaling  was  secretary.  A 
camp  meeting,  very  numerously  attended, 
was  held  on  the  farm  of  Joel  Simonds,  in 
1830.  Two  camp  meetings  have  since  been 
held  on  the  same  ground. 

In  1853,  a  new  and  commodious  church  ed- 
ifice was  erected  in  the  village  and  dedica- 
ted to  the  worship  of  God.  Rev.  Jason  F 
Walker  preached  the  sermon.  This  church 
has  experienced  seasons  of  deep  depression 
and  severe  trial  in  the  withdrawal  of  several 
of  its  members  at  different  times.  Some 
joined  the  Protestant  Methodist  church,  oth- 
ers the  Wesleyan,  and  others  the  independ- 
ent society.  Notwithstanding  these  adverse 
influences,  the  church  has  been  greatly  re- 
vived within  a  few  years  last  past,  and  has 
nearly  recovered  its  former  standing.  It 
has  a  flourishing  Sabbath  school,  under 
William  Blakely,  superintendent,  and  a 
membership  of  90  on  the  church  records. 

Since  1829,  the  following  ministers  have 
officiated  in  this  church,  though  not  all  in 
the  order  named.  It  is  not  official,'  and 
there  may  be  errors  and  omissions ;  Rev. 
Messrs.  Sherman  Miner,  Jacob  Beman,  Wil- 
liam Gray,  Ezra  Sprague,  Joseph  Ames, 
 Field,  Quinland,  David  Toor, 


Joseph  Ayers,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  William 

A.  Miller,  Jacob  Leonard,   Hubbard, 

Cyrus  Prindie,  Hulbert,  Shears, 

Cyrus  Meeker,  A.  A.  Farr,  C.  C.  Gilbert, 

 Ford,  J.  F.  Walker,  Reuben  Westcott, 

 Perkins,  B.  S.  Burnham,  Spen- 
cer, Sylvester  Walker,  John  Searles,  William 
Earle,  John  Kiernan. 

THE  SECOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  organized  in  1826,  and  admitted  to  the 
Vt.  association.  It  owed  its  origin  to  the 
fact  that  the  first  Baptist  church  from  which 
all  its  first  members  came,  was  not,  and  had 
not  been  for  years,  in  fellowship  with  any 
other  body.  Isaac  Wickham,  Seth  Blossom, 
Reuben  Toby,  Washington  Z.Wait  and  Seth 
P.  Stiles  were  among  its  first  members.  Its 
ministers  were  Elders  L.  P.  Reynolds,  Weth- 
erell,  Abram  Woodward,  Joseph  Packer.  Dan- 
iel Cobb,  E.  S.  Soullard,  Sweet,  Mead,  San- 
ders and  Archibald  Wait,  and  perhaps  some 
others.  Its  deacons  were  Isaac  Wickham, 
and  Reuben  Toby.  About  the  year  1843, 
this  organization  was  dissolved.  In  1852, 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Baptist  church  in 
West  Pawlet,  was  organized  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  Elder  A.  Wait,  who  served  them  as 
pastor  3  or  4  years.  The  present  church  ed- 
ifice was  buiit  the  same  year.  Elder  Wait's 
ministry  was  attended  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. After  him,  Elders  Combe,  Hancock  and 
Mosher  were  employed,  but  not  until  1859, 
was  this  church  in  fellowship  with  any  other 
body.  In  that  year,  under  the  auspices  of  El- 
der David  Beeeher,  this  church  was  admitted 
to  the  Vermont  and  Shaftsbury  association. 
In  1859  the  membership  was  24,  but  under 
the  faithful  and  zealous  labors  of  Elder  Bee- 
eher it  has  increased  to  117.  The  need  of  a 
larger  house  is  now  sometimes  seriously  felt. 
Its  first  deacons  were  Jeremiah  Clark  and 
Samuel  Cole.  Its  present  deacons  are  Sam- 
uel Cole,  Allen  Whedon  and  B.  H.  Nelson. 
It  has  an  interesting  Sabbath-school  of  125 
members,  which,  in  1866,  presented  to  its  su- 
perintendent, Allen  Wliedou,  an  elegant  pho- 
tograph album  intended  to  contain  the  por- 
traits of  all  the  scholars,  together  with  their 
teachers  and  parents. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  DISCIPLES. 

In  1831,  this  church  was  formed  under  the 
guidance  of  Elder  Worden  P.  Reynolds,  then 
recently  of  the  Baptist  church.  Dea.  Jere- 
miah Arnold  was  the  first  to  espouse  the  po- 
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culiar  doctrines  of  this  church.  Besides  him, 
among  its  first  members,  were  David  Carver, 
Thomas  Laing,  Rufas  Con  ant.  Jas.  T.  Bates. 
Rufus  P.  Conant.  David  Hollisterand  Lather 
Arnold.  Its  growth,  for  awhile  was  rapid, 
meetings  being  held  in  the  old  meeting  house 
and  in  school-houses  alternately.  In  1847, 
this  socioty  built  a  church  at  West  Pawlet ; 
Elder  Lowell  preached  on  the  occasion  of  its 
being  opened.  After  Elder  Reynolds  left,  in 
1833,  it  was  destitute  of  a  pastor  a  share  of 
the  time,  though  its  meetings  on  "  the  first 
day  of  the  week  "  were  generally  sustained 
Since  1863  Rev.  A.  W.  Olds  has  supplied  the 
pulpit  of  this  church,  and  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  its  membership,  which  now 
numbers  80.  A  bible-class  and  Sabbath 
school  are  now  in  successful  operation.  Its 
only  resident  ministers  have  been  Elders 
Worden  P.  Reynolds,  E.  T.  Wood,  and  Thom- 
as Laing.  Elder  Clayton,  then  of  Rupert, 
served  the  church  one-half  of  the  time  for  a 
year  or  two.  Besides  ministers  from  abroad 
have  called  and  held  series  of  meeting*.  In 
1836,  Rev.  Alex.  Campbell,  from  Virginia, 
visitied  this  society,  and  preached  in  the  old 
Baptist  church. 

PROTESTANT  HETHODIST  CHURCH. 
BY  KEV.  GEOROE  SMITH. 

"  In  the  year  1832,  a  Methodist  Protestant 
church  was  formed  on  Pawlet  mountain,  near 
Aaron  Bennett's.  Its  first  principal  members 
were  Jesse  Munroe,  Aaron  and  Leonard  Ben- 
nett, Austin  Johnson,  Joel  Baldwin,  Amos 
Wooster  and  Isaac  Roberts.  A  meeting 
house  was  built  near  John  Stearns'  in  1833. 
Geo.  Smith,  Chandler  Walker,  Ziba  Boynton, 
Wm.  Gone,  Daniel  Vaughn,  Eldridge  G. 
Drake  and  John  Croker.  supplied  the  church 
with  preaching  about  23  years.  Then,  as 
the  most  prominent  members  moved  out  of 
the  State,  the  church  ran  down.  The  meet- 
ing-house was  sold,  taken  down  and  convert- 
ed into  a  dwelling  house." 

An  Independent  religious  society  was 
formed  at  the  village  in  1S55,  under  the  au- 
spices of  Rev.  Jason  F.  Walker,  then  late  of 
the  Methodist  church.  For  some  years,  while 
Mr.  Walker  wa3  statedly  with  them,  their 
meetings  were  largely  attended,  being  held 
mostly  in  the  academy.  For  some  time, 
their  meetings  have  been  wholly  discontin- 
ued. 

Besides  the  churches  and  societies  already 


named,  die  Universalists  have  been  numer- 
ous particularly  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  and  have  affiliated  with  those  of  like 
faith  in  Wells.  Joseph  P.  Upharn,  Ephrairn 
Jones,  Innett  Hollister,  Reuben  Smith,  Eli- 
jah Brown  and  Daty  Allen,  2d.,  were  among 
its  inoat  prominent  members.  Their  meet- 
ings were  generally  held  in  Wells,  though 
sometimes  at  the  old  Baptist  church,  a  con- 
siderable part  of  which  was  owned  by  thein. 

The  peaceful  and  exemplary  Friends  have 
not  been  without  their  representatives. 
Many  of  our  older  citizens  will  remember 
the  gen:al  and  hosp.table  Wm.  Boyce,  who 
lived  on  the  Lyon  place,  and  Lemuel  Chase, 
who  lived  quite  retired,  in  the  west  part. 
Other  Friends  have,  from  time  to  time,  lived 
in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

MORMONISM. 

Soon  after  the  rise  of  Mormonism  in  west- 
ern New  York,  its  missionaries  found  their 
way  to  this  town,  and  held  stated  meetings 
for  several  weeks.  Among  them  came  Brig- 
ham  Young,  then  young  and  unnoted,  who 
visited  this  town  and  held  his  meetings  at 
the  Old  red  school -house,  not  10  rods  from 
where  we  now  write.  Joseph  Smith,  Sen., 
also  visited  the  town,  preached  and  baptized 
Mrs  Cornwall  Marks.  A  few  adherents  were 
obtained,  mostly  from  families  educated  in 
the  Congregational  church,  who  followed  the 
fortunes  of  the  party  to  Kirtland,  Ohio, 
thence  to  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  and  thence,  some 
of  them,  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City. 

In  1833,  Capt.  Win.  Miller,  the  founder  of 
the  Second  Advent  church,  visited  this  town 
on  the  invitation  of  the  writer,  and  made 
his  first  oral  effort  in  advocacy  of  his  pecu- 
liar views.  His  mission  here  was  followed 
by  slender  results.  About  1850,  one,  Mr. 
Lyon  promulgated  the  same  views,  substan- 
tially, of  the  Disciple's  church,  and  baptized 
a  few  converts. 

FREE  MASONRY. 
BT  JONATHAN  RANDALL. 

Iliram  Lodge,  No.  8,  was  organized  Mar. 
22,  1796,  and  met,  for  the  first  time,  at  Sam- 
uel Rose's,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
At  that  meeting  William  Cooley  was  ap- 
pointed master,  Zadock  Higgins,  senior  war- 
den, and  George  Clark,  junior  warden. 

The  24th  of  June,  this  year,  the  lodge  cel- 
ebrated the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
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The  Rev.  John  Griswold  preached  a  sermon 
before  the  lodge  at  the  meeting  house. 

In  February,  1799,  the  lodge  met  at  the 
hall  of  Ephraim  Fitch,  and  continued  to  hold 
the  meetings  there  until  the  house  was 
burned,  in  October,  1806;  in  that  fire  some 
of  the  records  were  destroyed.  At  that 
time  the  lodge  numbered  about  70  members. 

Social  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  10,  was 
chartered  and  met  for  the  first  time  at  the 
hall  of  Lemuel  Barden,  in  Pawlet  village, 
Feb.  9,  1S19.  The  three  principal  oificers 
were  Titus  A.  Cook,  Jonathan  Robinson  and 
Phineas  Strong.  A  public  installation  was 
held  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house 
the  same  year,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Nye,  of 
Newfane,  preached  a  sermon  on  the  occasion, 
before  one  of  the  largest  assemblies  ever  con- 
vened in  Pawlet. 

At  present,  the  Free  masons  in  Pawletaxa 
members  of  lodges  in  the  vicinity,  some  be- 
long to  the  lodge  at  Poultney,  others  to  the 
Manchester  and  Rupert  lodges. 

The  masonic  institution  suspended  their 
meetings  in  1834,  and  they  have  not  been 
resumed. 

INCORPORATED     MANUFACTURING  COMPANIES. 
BY  JONATHAN  RANDALL. 

In  November,  1814,  the  legislature  passed 
an  act  incorporating  the  Pawlet  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  The  corporators  were  John 
Guild,  Ozias  Clark,  John  Penfield,  Jr.,  Jon- 
athan Robinson,  Nathaniel  Robinson,  Jr., 
William  C.  Robinson,  Napthali  Guild,  David 
Richardson,  Dan.  Wilniarth,  Daniel  Fitch, 
and  their  associates,  successors  and  assigns. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  was 
held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  John  Guild,  in 
Pawlet,  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1815. 
John  Guild  was  chosen  agent. 

The  company,  that  year,  erected  their  fac- 
tory building  of  brick,  70  feet  by  36,  3  sto- 
ries, situated  about  half  a  mile  east  of  Paw- 
let village.  It  made  a  good  article  of  cotton 
sheeting  and  cotton  warp  or  twist  for  mar- 
ket. There  were  in  the  building  860  spindles 
and  16  looms.  They  employed  about  25 
hands  and  the  company  did  a  very  good  bus- 
iness for  many  years,  or  during  the  time  Mil- 
ton Brown  was  agent.  There  was  a  store 
connected  with  the  manufacturing  business 
and  this  was  about  one  of  the  first  cotton 
factories  built  in  the  State.  There  was  a 
machine  shop  connected  with  the  factory, 


where  much  of  the  machinery  was  made  by 
Nathaniel  Robinson  and  others.  But  a  few 
years  after  Mr.  Brown  retired  from  the  agen- 
cy, the  company  failed ;  the  machinery 
was  sold,  building  taken  down,  and  nothing 
marks  the  spot  where  the  factory  stood  ex- 
cept some  foundation  stones. 

The  Flower  Brook  Manufacturing  Compa- 
ny was  incorporated  in  November,  1836,  by 
act  of  the  legislature  ;  the  persons  incorpor- 
ated, Sheldon  Edgerton,  Jacob  Edgerton,  Jr  , 
Jonathan  Randall,  John  M.  Clark,  John  T. 
Barden  and  William  Wallace,  for  manu- 
facturing cotton  and  wool,  and  the  first  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  house  of  John  T.  Bar- 
den, in  Pawlet,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  at  which  Jonathan  Randall  was 
chosen  agent,  and  Jacob  Edgerton,  Jr.,  clerk. 

The  factory  building  was  at  Pawlet  village, 
80  feet  by  36  feet;  5  stories  on  the  west  end, 
3  stories  on  the  east  end. 

There  were  3  sets  of  carding-machines,  or  9 
machines,  720  spindles  and  10  broad-looms. 
The  machinery  all  running  worked  300  pounds 
of  wool  a  day  and  employed  21  or  25  hands. 

There  were  two  water-wheels,  one  above 
the  other,  in  the  mill,  one  wheel  of  18  feet 
diameter,  the  other  wheel  was  11  feet  ;  the 
water  was  used  over  twice.  There  was  about 
31  feet  fall  of  the  water ;  the  wheels  were 
overshot.  Mr.  Randall  was  agent  3  years, 
William  Wallace  2  or  3  years,  when  John  M. 
Clark  bought  out  all  the  stock  holders,  and 
ran  the  factory  a  year  or  two,  when  it  finally 
failed.  The  machinery  was  sold  at  auction, 
the  building  taken  down,  and  the  site  forms 
a  part  of  the  yard  used  in  connection  with 
R.  C.  Wickham's  cheese-factory. 

The  establishment  cost  about  $20,  000. 

THE  WASHINGTON  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

was  a  secret  political  organization  which 
spread  over  New  England,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  other  Northern  states.  A  branch  was 
established  in  this  town  about  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  1812.  Its  frieods  claimed 
that  it  was  merely  a  protective  institution, 
to  preserve  the  interests  of  the  North  against 
the  obnoxious  acts  of  the  federal  administra- 
tion. Its  enemies  charged  it  with  treasona- 
ble proclivities.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1815,  the  or- 
ganization was  dissolved,  and  all  that  has 
been  heard  of  it  since  is  an  occasional  fling  at 
its  friends  by  the  opposing  party. 
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FAMILY  SKETCHES. 

Adams,  Gideon,  from  Canterbury,  Ct.,  1770, 
m.  Jade  Leach,  a  sister  of  James  Leach,  Sen., 
who  died  in  1819,  aged  75,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Jude,  Margaret,  who  married  Joseph 
Keigwin,  and  Mary,  who  married  John  Kirby, 
Middlebury.  He  settled  where  Henry  S. 
Lathe  now  lives.  He  at  once  took  a  leading 
position  in  the  town,  which  then  contained 
ouly  9  families.  He  was  in  the  legislature 
in  1778,  and  served  in  the  whole,  6  years. 
He  was  town  clerk  and  justice  39  years.  A 
man  of  ready  wit  and  genial  temper,  strong 
sense  and  sound  judgment,  won  and  retained 
through  his  whole  career,  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree and  died  in  1827,  aged  84. 

Allen-,  Timothy,  from  Woodbury,  Ct., 
1768,  a  cousin  of  Ethan  Allen,  was  the  first 
settler  in  the  N.  W.  quarter  of  the  town.  He 
was  moderator  of  the  town-meeting  in  1770 
and  is  well  remembered  by  many  of  our 
older  citizens  as  a  man  of  singular  piety  and 
eminent  gifts.  The  detachment  of  troops 
that  surprised  Ticouderoga  in  1775,  halted 
for  the  night  at  his  house  on  their  march  to 
that  place.  He  died  in  1810,  aged  90.  His 
son,  Parmelee,  was  town  clerk  in  1770,  and  a 
captain  in  Col.  Herrick's  famous  regiment  of 
Hangers,  organized  in  this  town  in  1777.  An- 
other son,  Daty,  was  a  physician  and  an  em- 
igrant to  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  in  1800. 

Allen,  Timothy  jr.,  was  in  the  battle  of 
Bennington  in  1777,  at  the  age  of  17.  He 
was  an  early  settler  of  Bristol,  and  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  church  in  that  place.  In  1814, 
he  removed  to  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died,  1831,  aged  74.  Of  Dea.  Allen's  children, 
Rev.  Barna  Allen  is  Baptist  minister  in  Hub- 
bardton,  (1866)  and  Hon.  Alanson  Allen,  of 
Fairhaven,  has  been  county  judge  and  State 
senator,  and  is  now  assistant  assessor  of  in- 
ternal revenue. 

Allen,  Caleb,  came  with  his  father,  Tim- 
othy Allen,  in  1768.  He  was  a  land  jobber, 
a  vocation  which  the  peculiar  condition  of 
real  estate  in  the  early  years  of  the  settlement 
of  the  State  demanded.  Most  of  the  land 
was  owned  by  non-residents,  many  of  whom 
took  little  interest  in  it.  Hence  business 
men  looked  them  up,  bought  their  claims, 
many  times  at  a  nominal  price,  and  then 
sold  the  land  in  parcels  to  actual  settlers. 
The  cemetery  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 
was  given  by  him  to  tho  school  district  in 


which  it  lies.  Its  first  occupants  were  Revolu- 
tionary soldiers.  He  died  in  1804,  aged  5-3. 
His  son,  Daty,  succeeded  to  the  homestead, 
which  he  held  till  1816,  being  followed  by 
David  C.  Blossom.  He  removed  to  White- 
hall, N.  Y.,  'where  he  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  numerous  descendants. 

Allen,  John,  from  Danby,  1815;  settled 
with  his  sons,  Nathan  and  Elisha,  on  the 
Jonathan  Willard  place ;  was  a  thrifty  far- 
mer, held  in  high  esteem  and  died  in  1352, 
aged  91 ;  his  wife  in  1851,  aged  71. 

Allen,  Nathan,  m.  Julia,  da.  of  Jeremiah 
Lemngwell,  of  Middletown ;  wa3  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  influential  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  ;  was  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Poultney  bank  several  years  ;  died  in 
1863,  aged  72;  children,  John,  m.  Ellen,  da. 
of  Joel  Winchester;  Charles,  m.  Anna,  da.  of 
James  Rice ;  was  in  the  legislature  2  years, 
and  lives  in  Danen,  Wis.  Isaac,  m.  Eliza 
Allen,  has  been  attorney  general  of  Iowa. 
Henry,  m.  Sarah  Shedd,  of  Pittstown,  N.  Y., 
and  succeeied  to  the  homestead.  Sarah,  m. 
Lewis  F.  Jones,  of  California.  She  was  a 
graduate  of  Troy  Conference  Academy,  and 
its  female  principal  2  years.  Lucy,  m.  Rich- 
ard H.  Winter,  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y. 

Allen,  Elisha,  m.  Annis,  da.  of  Dr.  Jon- 
athan Safford  ;  settled  on  the  place  and  built 
the  brick  house  now  owned  by  t  Albert  A. 
Boynton  ;  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  ;  in  the  legislature  4  years, 
two  of  them  in  the  senate,  judge  of  the  county 
court  3  year3,  town  clerk  19  years  ;  director 
of  the  Poultney  bank  several  years,  died  in 
1856,  aged  62.  His  oldest  son,  Horace,  m. 
Kate,  dr.  of  Jacob  Edgerton,  jr.,  and  d.  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  in  1S65,  aged  43.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Union  College,  and  an  attorney  ; 
represented  Rutland  in  the  legislature  2  years, 
and  was  State  senator  one  year.  His 
youngest  son,  Merritt.  was  an  attorney,  and 
died  at  St.  Paul  in  1855,  aged  24. 

Andrus,  Hon.  John  H.,from  Danby,  1S2>. 
settled  on  the  present  town-farm;  was  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  legislature  from  Danby 
several  years,  and  a  judge  of  thecouDty  court ; 
died  in  1841,  aged  73;  his  wife  in  1821,  aged 
50. 

Andrus,  Capt,  ZEBADIAH,  sen.,  from  Nor- 
wich, Ct,  1784  :  settled  on  the  present 
stead  of  David  R.  Smith.    He  died  in  18<H, 
aged  86;  his  wife  in  1789,  aged  74. 

Andkus,   Zebadiah,  jr.,  came  with  his 
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father  from  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  settled  with 
hiifl.  He  d.  in  1830,  aged  86  ;  his  widow  d. 
in  Mt.  Tabor  in  1850,  aged  94.  Her  death 
was  caused  by  her  clothes  taking  fire. 

Andrus,  Asa,  sen.,  son  of  Zedadiah,  Sen., 
died  in  1821,  aged  79.  Andrus,  Asa,  jr., 
succeeded  to  his  father's  place;  sold  out  in 
1821  aud  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1863,  aged  90. 

Andrus,  Rev.  Lemon,  6on  of  Asa  Andrus, 
jr.,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1821,  by  the 
Baptist  church  in  West  Pawlet ;  was  pastor  in 
Low  Hampton.  N.  Y.,  several  years ;  left 
aoout  1830,  for  western  New  York. 

Andrus,  Allen,  son  of  William  Andrus, 
m.  Betsey,  da.  of  Rev.  John  Griswold,  and 
settled  as  a  physician  in  Pulaski,  N.  Y.  He 
died  in  this  town. 

Andrus,  Benjamin,  son  of  Zebadiah  An 
drus,  jr.,  married  and  settled  on  the  mountain, 
near  Rupert.    He  died  in  1864,  aged  81. 

Andrews,  Reuben,  from  Connecticut,  at 
an  early  day;  settled  near  the  old  Baptist 
church.  He  was  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and 
made  the  old  fashioned  8-day  clock,  which 
was  in  common  use  50  years,  ago. 

Armstrong,  Joseph,  from  Bennington, 
1776;  settled  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  the  town, 
and  kept  tavern  some  25  years. 

Arnold,  Jonathan,  from  Connecticut  who 
settled  here  at  an  early  day  was  an  intelli- 
gent, exemplary  citizen.  He  died  in  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y„  in  1833,  aged  83. 

Arnold,  Jeremiah,  son  of  Jonathan,  m. 
Mary  Ellsworth.  He  struggled  manfully 
against  the  adverse  influences  of  chronic  ill 
health  and  slender  means  and  educated  his 
numerous  family  well.  For  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  riding  post,  delivering  news- 
papers at  the  door  of  subscribers.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  the  first  in 
this  vicinity  to  embrace  the  peculiar  views 
o;  the  Church  of  the  Disciples.  He  removed 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  recently  died,  aged 
about  70. 

Averill.  Gen.  Elisha,  from  New  Milford, 
Ct.,  1787,  was  among  the  most  prominent  of 
the  early  settlers.  He  was  the  first  captain 
of  the  light  infantry.  He  removed  West  in 
1S03  and  died  at  Manchester.  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
age  l  67  and  his  widow  in  1823,  aged  63. 

Adams,  George  Jones,  from  Maine,  1857, 
occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Disciple's  church 
at  West  Pawlet,  6  or  S  months.  He  had  been 
an  extensive  traveler  on  tho  Eastern  conti- 


nent. He  exerted  a  magnetic  and  fascinat- 
ing influence  over  most  persons  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  In  his  religious  history 
he  had  "swung  around  the  circle,"  having 
been,  it  is  understood,  a  Methodist,  Mormon, 
Freewill  Baptist  and  Spiritualist  before  he 
joined  the  Disciples.  He  was  also  professor 
of  elocution  and  a  theatrical  performer.  He 
is  now  the  founder  of  a  colony  of  160  persona 
at  Jaffa  in  Palestine.  Newspaper  reports, 
during  the  last  winter,  have  represented  this 
colony  as  on  the  point  of  breaking  up  ;  but 
the  latest  accounts  (April,  1S67),  show  it  to 
be  in  a  thriving  condition.  They  took  the 
timber  of  their  houses  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  are  said  to  have  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion and  plenty  of  provisions. 

Baker,  Remember,  whose  career  makes  so 
prominent  a  part  of  early  Vermont  history, 
was  a  proprietor  and  temporary  resident  of 
this  town  as  early  as  1768.  He  built  the 
first  grist-mill  erected  in  town  on  land  now 
owned  by  George  Toby. 

Baker,  Elijah,  from  Canterbury,  Ct., 
1786,  settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town 
with  three  sons,  Ebenezer,  Rufus  and  Icha- 
bod,  who  all  raised  large  families.  Few  of 
their  descendants  remain  in  the  vicinity.  He 
died  in  1811,  aged  86. 

Baldridge,  Daniel,  from  Rhode  Island, 
about  17S5,  settled  on  the  present  homestead 
of  Henry  Smith.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
Methodists  in  town.  His  sons,  Daniel  jr., 
and  Edward  succeeded  him  and  raised  large 
families,  all  but  one  of  whom,  Catharine 
Jones,  have  left  town. 

Barden,  Lemuel,  from  Dighton,  Mass., 
1814,  succeeded  Ephraim  Fitch,  in  the  brick 
hotel  at  the  village,  which  he  kept  until 
about  1830.  Though  of  a  rather  rough  exte- 
rior, he  was  a  kind  hearted,  benevolent  man, 
and  would  not  serve  his  customers  with 
liquor  after  he  thought  they  had  enough. 
He  died  in  1839,  aged  81 ;  his  wife  in  Li39, 
aged  79. 

Beall,  Rev.  Isaac,  from  Clarendon,  1800, 
first  settled  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church, 
a  man  of  great  shrewdness  and  strong  intel- 
lect, which  compensated,  in  part,  for  deficien- 
cies in  his  early  education.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school,  courteous  and  affable 
in  his  deportment.  The  large  house  in  which 
he  preached  was  wont  to  be  well  filled.  He 
died  in  Clarendon  in  1833,  aged  82;  his  wife 
did  not  long  survive  him. 
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Bardwell,  Consider  S.,  from  Shelburn, 
Mass.,  1834  His  farm  building3  and  sur- 
roundings are  models  of  taste  and  convenience. 
He  has  an  artificial  pond  fed  by  springs  gush- 
ing from  its  own  bosom,  which  supplies  mo- 
tive power  for  machinery  and  is  well  stocked 
with  trout.  It  is  a  favorite  resort  for  sports- 
men from  the  city.  He  carries  on  the  edge- 
tool  manufacture,  and,  with  his  strong  right 
arm,  has  hammered  out  a  handsome  proper- 
ty. He  built  in  1864,  the  first  cheese-factory 
in  the  State,  which  is  now  run  by  a  dairy 
association,  incorporated  in  1865.  Peat,  said 
by  experts  to  be  of  the  best  quality,  is  found 
on  his  premises,  contiguous  to  the  rail-road. 

Beebe,  Rev.  Lewis,  from  Arlington,  1787, 
was  the  first  settled  minister,  and  obtained 
the  lot  of  land  reserved  for  that  purpose  in 
the  charter.  He  was  ordained  June  14. 
1787,  and  dismissed- May  6,  1791.  while 
living  in  Arlington,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
first  council  of  censors,  convened  in  1785. 
This  council  was  the  most  important  ever 
convened  in  the  State,  as  the  task  devolved 
on  it  of  reviewing  and  recommending  the  re- 
peal of  much  of  the  crude  legislation  of  the  7 
preceding  years.  He  removed  hence  to  Lan- 
singburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  abandoned  the  clerical 
profession. 

Bennett,  Aaron,  from  Canterbury,  Ct. 
about  1784;  raised  a  numerous  family,  many 
of  whose  descendants  '-emain  in  town.  His 
sons,  Leonard  and  Ahira,  were  well  known 
and  respected  citizens.  The  former  removed 
to  the  west;  the  latter  was  drowned  in  Lake 
Champlain.  He  died  in  1849,  aged  88  ;  his 
wife  in  1842,  aged  76. 

Bennett,  Samuel,  from  Canterbury,  Ct., 
1784..  His  only  daughter  married  Benjamin 
Sage,  and  raided  a  family  of  three  sons,  Sam- 
uel, Wesley,  who  was  killed  by  the  premature 
explosion  of  a  gun  on  independence  day,  1816, 
and  Benjamin  jr.,  and  one  daughter. 

Bennett,  Banks,  from  Halifax,  1790;  set- 
tled near  Capt.  Pratt's.  He  suffered  from  a 
rheumatic  affection,  which  drew  his  head 
down  so  that  it  rested  on  his  breast.  He  died 
in  1829,  aged  88. 

Beecher,  Rev.  David,  a  native  of  Gran- 
ville, entered  on  the  ministry  in  the  Baptist 
church  over  20  years  since.  He  first  settled 
in  Collins,  N.  Y..  thence  removed  to  western 
Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Harmony,  N.  Y., 
and  thence  in  1859,  to  West  Pawlet,  where 
he  assumed   the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist 
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church,  in  which  his  labors  have  been  emi- 
nently successful. 

Betts,  Selah,  from  Norfolk,  Ct.,  17S3 ; 
settled  on  the  present  homestead  of  John 
Betts.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Danbury,  C:., 
under  Gen.  Wooster.  During  the  battle  the 
lock  of  hi3  gun  was  shot  away,  when  bs 
coolly  remarked,  "  They  have  shot  off  the 
lock  of  my  gun,"  seized  another  musket  and 
continued  the  fight.  He  died  in  1S26,  aged 
68  ;  his  wife,  Sibel,  in  1S49,  aged  S7. 

Betts,  John,  m.  Lydia,  da.  of  Hosea  Love- 
land,  and,  with  his  brother  Selah,  jr.,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead.  He  has  raise!  a 
family  of  6  sons  and  2  daughters;  or  waosi 
Royal  C,  is  an  attorney  at  Granville  and 
special  judge  of  Washington  county,  X.  Y. 

Big  art,  James,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
whence  he  came  when  a  lad,  with  his  father, 
to  this  town,  kept  the  Vermont  Hotel,  zz 
North  Pawlet,  for  several  years,  closing  iu 
1852,  when  he  removed  to  Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y. 
He  brought  out  in  1347,  the  celebrated  horse 
Rattler,  which  is  noticed  in  the  chapter  ca 
Stock. 

Bidwell,  Jonathan",  from  Glastenbnrr, 
Ct.,  1810.  Hi3  wife's  name  was  Betsey  Strong. 
They  raised  a  family  of  6  children.  Anson, 
the  oldest  son  was  instantly  killed  by  falling 
from  a  staging,  aged  about  30. 

Blakeley,  David,  frorn'Woo-ibury,  C:^ 
1782,  settled  on  the  late  homesteid  of  his 
son,  Dan  Blakely.  He  was  noted  for  inius- 
try,  frugality  and  thrift.  He  died  in  1521, 
aged  72;  his  widow,  who  was  an  aunt  of 
Gov.  Hiland  Hall,  died  in  1831,  aged  85. 

Blakely,  Capt.  David,  jr.,  m.  Esther,  da. 
of  Jacob  Edgerton,  and  settled  in  the  N.  £. 
part  of  the  town.  He  was  in  the  legislature 
2  years,  and  has  been  deacon  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  since  18 — .  Their  family  con- 
sists of  10  children. 

Blakely,  Rev.  Jacob  E.,  Pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  Poultney,  died  in 
1854,  aged  34;  and  Rev.  Qu-incy  Blakely, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  were  his  sons. 

Blakely,  Jonathan,  from  C: ,  175".  m. 
Margaret,  da.  of  Christopher  Billings,  aai 
settled  at  the  village.  He  died  in  1^1".  agei 
70;  his  widow,  who  was  a  woman  of  r  \:J 
worth  and  devoted  to  deeds  of  kindness,  lied 
in  1863,  aged  85.  Their  son,  Billing*  Blake- 
ly, was  favorably  known  as  hotel  keeper  ^: 
Troy,  Saratoga  and  Union  Village,  N.  Y  ,  a: 
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which  latter  place,  he  died  in  1861,  aged  66. 
Anna,  who  married  Jonathan  Randall,  is 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Blossom,  David  C,  from  Wells,  1316,  m. 
Lucy,  da.  of  Daniel  Goodrich,  and  settled  on 
the  Timothy  Allen  Farm,  where  he  lives,  re- 
tired from  business,  at  the  age  of  S3.  His 
wife  died  in  1352,  aged  65.  They  raised  a 
family  of  7  children.  David  G.  Blossom,  the 
only  one  remaining  in  town,  m.  Fidelia  Good- 
rich, and  succeeded  to  the  homestead,  on 
which  he  has  just  erected  an  elegant  and 
convenient  house. 

Brace,  Hon.  Jonathan,  from  Glastenbury, 
Ct.,  1730,  was  probably  the  first  attorney  in 
town;  a  man  of  commanding  talents  and 
contributed  largely  to  set  the  machinery  of 
society  in  order.    He  settled  near  the  present 
'dence  of  James  Leach,  the  contemplated 
4  v      '  that  day  of  the  county  buildings.  He 
,    .rmber  of  the  council  of  censors  in 
l  few  years  he  returned  to  Con- 
u  --        he  became  distinguished  in 

•  •-.      :    •  public  life.  . 
i     Nc  -    -n  Norwich,  Ct.,  173 1, 

jmerou  have  mostly  left 

it    He  dieu        "  Jl       7  '86;  his  wife 
.812,  aged  73. 

Branch,  Joseph,  so  "as  an 

jtive business  man  audio.  •  -an 

k  line  of  stages  from  Burlingto  />  , 

and  also  from  Albany  to  Buffalo. 
1353,  aged  73. 

Bonney,  Rev.  Elijah,  from  Hadley,  A* 
184:4,  succeeded  Rev.  Dr.  Plumb  in  the  pas-' 
torate  of  the  Congregational  church.  Re- 
served and  circumspect  in  his  deportment,  his 
public  efforts  evinced  careful  preparation.  In 
his  private  and  pastoral  relations  he  was 
highly  esteemed.  He  married  Jane,  da.  of 
Asa  S.  Jones.    He  is  now  in  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

Brewster  Rev.  Timothy,  from  Norwich, 
Ct..  settled  on  the  Ezra  Andrus  homestead, 
in  1784 ;  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Bap- 
tist church  in  1791,  removed  to  Ellisburg, 
N.  Y.,  in  1813,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  in  that  place,  lived  to  a  great 
age  and  frequently  visited  this  town. 

Bromley,  Henry,  son  of  Capt.  Lovine  and 
Betsey  (Ilulett)  Bromley  is  blind  and  has  re- 
ceived an  education  at  the  asylum  for  the 
blind  in  Boston. 

Brown,  Capt.  Milton,  from  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  1815,  m.  Eunice,  do,  of  John  Guild, 
was  agent  of  the  cotton  factory  some  30  years, 


in  the  legislature  3  years,  a  director  of  the 
bank  of  Manchester  25  years,  for  several 
years  its  president,  and  deacon  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  from  1844,  until  he  left  for 
Potsdam,  N.  ¥.,  in  1853. 

Brown,  Seely,  from  Stamford,  Ct.,  1730  ; 
m.  Jemima,  da.  of  Capt.  Benoni  Smith.  He 
was  an  enterprising  and  liberal,  citizen,  and 
gave  to  the  West  Pawlet  meeting  house  com- 
pany the  site  for  the  church,  parsonage  and 
cemetery.  He  built  at  the  Falls  near  by,  a 
saw-mill  and  clover-mill.  He  died  in  1S09, 
aged  50 ;  his  widow,  who  married  Capt. 
Ephraim  Robinson;  died  in  1334,  aged  66. 
None  of  the  family  remain  in  town. 

Burton,  Dr.  Simon,  alter  assisting  in  the 
organization  of  Arlington,  became  the  first 
settler  of  this  town.  On  account  of  his  be- 
ing the  first  settler,  the  proprietors  voted  him 
50  acres  of  land,  though  tradition  has  it  that 
it  was  given  to  his  wife,  as  the  first  white 
woman  who  ever  set  foot  in  town.  He  was 
town  or  rather  proprietor's  clerk  in  1769,  the 
oldest  record  in  existence.  He  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  at  North  Pawlet,  and  died 
about  1810.  He  was  interred  in  the  village 
cemetery,  but  no  stone  marks  the  spot. 

Bushee,  Capt.  Jeremiah,  from  Danby,  m. 
Dorcas,  daughter  of  James  Bassford,  and  has 
been  village  tailor  some  40  years.  He  wa3 
selectmen  10  years,  only  one  man,  Simeon 

^gerton,  jr.,  holding  the  office  longer  than 
.e. 

Bdshnell,  Dea.  Benajah,  an  early  settler 
held  in  high  esteem,  died  in  1814,  aged  71  ; 
his  wife  in  1S14,  aged  73. 

Carpenter,  Lucius  M.t  a  native  of  Xirby, 
from  Rupert,  1850,  m.  Phebe,  da.  of  Jonathan 
Staples,  and  succeeded  him  on  the  Daniel 
Fitch,  jr.,  farm.  Ho  was  a  medical  graduate, 
but  never  practiced  the  profession ;  was  in 
the  legislature  in  1S65-6. 

Carver,  Nathaniel,  from  Canterbury,  Ct., 
17S0,  m.  Lydia,  da.  of  Simeon  Edgerton, 
They  had  7  children.  He  died  in  1805,  aged 
52 ;  his  widow  in  1S42,  aged  80. 

Carve?.,  David,  m.  Betsey,  da.  of  Dea. 
Josiah  Toby,  who  died  in  1866,  aged  69.  He 
occupies  the  Peter  Stevens  place.  His  chil- 
dren are  Charles  N.,  James  A.,  m.  Jane  Clark, 
and  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  stone  thrown 
by  an  unknown  party  at  the  State  fair  at 
Rutland,  in  L360,  aged  35  years,  and  Helen 
and  Maria.    His  age  is  71. 

Carvlr,  Chester  L.,  m.  Lucy  L.,  da.  of 
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Ransom  Harlow,  of  Whitehall,  who  died  in 
1847,  aged  39,  leaving  Joseph  H..  educated 
at  Bethany  College,  West  Virginia,  and  Anti- 
och  College,  Ohio;  settled  in  Missouri  as 
teacher,  where  he  died  in  1359,  aged  26; 
Ransom  H.,  a  soldier  in  the  border  war  in 
Kansas,  and  died  in  Whitehall,  in  1361,  aged 
27;  Nancy  M.,  tenderly  reared  in  the  family 
of  Robert  Wickham ;  coming  of  age,  com- 
pleted her  education  in  Oberlin  and  Antioch 
Colleges  Ohio  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Egbert,  left  an  orphan, 
was  cared  for  by  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Elon  Clark, 
of  Shaftsbury ;  coming  of  age,  graduated  at 
the  Commercial  College,  Albany,  and  is  now 
in  receipt  of  a  salary  of  $2000  per  annum, 
as  cashier  of  the  Otsego,  N.  Y.  bank.  Mr. 
Carver,  in  1819,  m.  Emeline  George,  and  died 
in  the  asylum  for  the  insane  at  Brattleboro, 
in  1863.,  aged,  65. 

Chipman,  Dr.  Lemuel  from  Connecticut, 
1780,  m.  Sina,  da.  of  Col.  William  Fitch,  and 
settled  near  the  present  residence  of  James 
Leach.  He  was  one  of  a  distinguished  family 
who  have  shed  lustre  on  the  early  history  of 
the  State.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  organized  in  1796. 
He  was  in  the  legislature  8  years.  He  re- 
moved to  Richmond,  N.  Y.,  in  1793,  where 
he  became  distinguished  as  a  judge  as  well  as 
physician,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Chipman,  Dr.  Cyrus,  brother  of  Lemuel, 
married  Anna,  da.  of  Col.  William  Fitch. 
He  left  for  the  West  with  his  brother  and 
settled  in  Rochester,  Mich.,  about  1820,  died 
in  1840,  aged  about  80. 

Clark,  Col.  Ozias,  m.  Rachel,  da.  of  Col. 
William  Fitch  ;  his  mansion,  one  of  the  best 
in  town,  was  burned  in  1840.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  energy,  and  a  liberal  and  influential 
member  of  society;  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  17  years;  was  one  of  the  cor- 
porators of  the  Pawlet  Manufacturing  Co., 
which  ran  the  first  cotton  mill  in  the  County, 
and  died  in  1855,  aged  91;  his  widow  in 
1S64,  aged  97.  The  children  were  Fitch, 
John  M.,  Robert,  Irene,  Nancy,  Alta,  Betsey 
and  Mariette. 

Clark,  Fitch,  m.  Laura  Baker.  They 
had  10  children,  and  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  in  1364,  at  which  five  generations 
were  present.    His  age  is  75. 

Clark,  Daniel,  m.  Sibel,  da.  of  Col.  Wil- 
liam Fitch.  They  had  11  children.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Pawbt  band,  and  widely 


known  for  his  proficiency  as  a  bugler.  He 
died  in  184-2,  aged  74 ;  his  widow  in  1350, 
aged  78. 

Clark,  Asahel,  m.  Polly  B.,  da.  of  Daniel 
Welch,  and  settled  on  his  father's  place.  He 
died  in  1850,  aged-79;  his  widow  in  1364, 
aged  82. 

Clark,  Hon.  Aaron,  son  of  David  Clark, 
was  a  native  of  this  town,  born  in  1791. 
The  family  removed  to  Whiting.  He  grad- 
uated at  Union  College ;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Albany,  N.  Y.;  was  private  secretary 
of  Gov.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  during  his  term 
of  service.  Afterwards  clerk  of  the  assem- 
bly; in  1326  removed  to  N.  Y.  city  where  he 
became  wealthy;  was  mayor  of  the  city  in 
1840-41. 

Clark,  Horace,  son  of  Gen.  Jonas  Clark, 
of  Middletown,  married  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
Wait,  of  Tinrnouth,  and  settled  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  the  village,  in  1829,  which 
he  continued  with  a  short  interval  of  5  or  6 
years.  He  was  post-master  4  years  :  he  was 
a  thorough  and  efficient  business  man,  and 
was  mainly  instrumental  in  procuring  the 
charter,  and  effecting  the  construction  of  the 
Rutland  and  Washington  rail  road.  Just  as 
the  road  was  completed,  he  was  attacked  with 
a  malignant  fever  at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
taken  on  almost  the  first  train  that  passed 
over  the  road  to  his  home  in  Poultney  to  die. 

Cleveland,  Moses,  from  Connecticut,  at 
an  early  day,  m.  Zuba  Kendall  and  settled 
here.  His  children  were  Calvin,  Luther, 
Augustus,  Asa  and  Olive.  He  died  in  IS 20, 
aged  75 ;  hi3  wife  in  1830,  aged  80.  Luther 
m.  Joanna  Brewster ;  he  died  in  1S66,  aged 
93.  He  came  to  this  town  when  8  years  of 
age  and  probably  lived  longer  in  town  than 
any  other  person  has.  His  wife  died  in  1S61, 
aged  36.  Augustus  was  a  colonel  in  the  war 
of  1812  ;  Asa  succeeded  to  the  homestead  and 
m.  Lydia,  da.  of  Eleazur  Crosby  ;  he  died  in 
1864,  aged  73.  His  widow  removed  West  in 
1S67. 

Cobb,  Gideon,  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
ters from  Connecticut,  and  brought  a  Large 
family  with  him.  John  and  Joshua  Cobb, 
were  his  sons.    He  died  in  1793,  aged  SI. 

Cobb,  John,  was  a  prominent  man  m  the 
early  days  of  the  town.  Ho  settled  on  the 
hill,  near  the  old  cemetery.  The  ol  1  church 
grounds  and  cemetery  were  on  his  premise*, 
lie  removed  to  Orwell,  and  died  m  1S15, 
aged  73. 
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Cobb,  Capt.  Joshua  D.,  m.  Nancy,  da.  of  I 
Col.  Ozias  Clark.    He  was  deacon  of  the  Con-  • 
gregational  church,  from  1835  till  his  remov- 
al to  Whitewater,  Wis.,  in  1847.    He  died  in 
this  town,  while  on  a  visit,  in  1866,  aged  74  ;  < 
his  wife  in  1845,  aged  50.  • 
Cobb,  Elkanah,  from  Connecticut,  1770  ;  ; 
married  Mary,  da.  of  Jonathan  Willard.   He  ; 
died  in  1795,  aged  49.    His  son,  Capt.  Wil-  : 
lard  Cobb,  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
married  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Allen.    He  built 
the  store  house  at  Polley's  landing,  in  Fort 
Ann.    Thence  he  went  West.    Another  son, 
James,  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and,  at  its 
close,  entered  West  Point  Military  Academy. 
He  removed  to  the  state  of  Georgia.    It  is 
understood   that  Howell  Cobb,  conspicuous 
in  the  late  rebellion,  is  his  son. 

Cook,  Titus  A.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Chioe 
Cook,  was  the  first  person  born  in  town,  July 
22,  1768.  He  settled  near  Granville,  N.  Y., 
where  Mrs.  Amanda  Culver  now  lives.  He 
was  master-builder  in  the  construction  of 
churches  and  the  better  class  of  dwellings. 
The  old  Congregational  church,  the  Baptist 
church,  the  old  Episcopal  church  at  Granville 
were  erected  by  him.  He  was  justice  over  30 
years  and  esteemed  a  pure  and  upright  magis- 
trate. He  died  in  1827,  aged  60.  None  of 
his  family  remain. 

Cook,  James,  from  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  was 
an  exemplary  citizen  and  universally  beloved. 
For  several  years  he  manufactured  lime  from 
an  excellent  quarry  on  his  premises.  He 
raised  3  sons  :  Mahlon  m.  Cornelia,  da.  of 
Joel  Sheldon,  and  lives  in  Manchester;  John 
is  a  physician  and  now  resides  in  New  Jersey  ; 
Erasmus  D.  m.  Charlotte,  da.  of  Simeon  Ed- 
gerton,  jr.,  and  succeeded  to  his  homestead. 
Mr.  Cook  removed  to  Manchester  in  1835 
and  died  in  1850,  aged  75;  his  wife  in  1849, 
aged  76. 

Cowdkey,  Dr.  Warren  A.,  from  Wells, 
married  Patience,  da.  of  Joel  Sirnonds,  taught 
school  and  practiced  medicine  in  this  town  in 
1815.  He  removed  to  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.  He 
and  his  wife  embraced  Mormon  ism,  but  did 
not  follow  on  to  Utah.  He  was  a  brother  of 
Oliver  Cowdrey,  one  of  Joseph  Smith's 
"  Witnesses." 

Crapo,  John,  from  Dighton,  Mass.,  about 
1814,  m.  Polly,  da.  of  Lemuel  Barden,  and 
settled  on  the  present  homestead  of  his  son, 
Alden  B.  Crapo.    He  was  of  quiet  and  indus- 


trious habits,  and  died  in  1862,  aged  87  ;  hi3 
widow  in  1862,  aged  81. 

Crocker,  Josiah,  from  Falmouth.  Mas"., 
1783;  raised  6  sons  and  several  daughters, 
of  whom  James  wa3  an  attorney,  and  died  re- 
cently at  Buffalo.  Mr.  Crocker  took  special 
pride  in  his  family,  and  gave  them  unusual 
advantages  for  education.  He  died  in  1846, 
aged  86;  his  widow  in  1847,  aged  84. 

Crouch,  Ithamab,  from  Bnmfield,  Mass., 
1794  ;  had  a  numerous  family,  most  of  whom 
died  in  early  life.  He  removed  to  Cha- 
tauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  about  30  years  since. 
We  saw  him  in  1856,  able  to  walk  about,  but 
he  had  nearly  lost  all  consciousness,  and 
could  not  remember  his  old  neighbors.  He 
was  then  about  90. 

Curtis,  Eldad,  from  Connecticut,  at  a  very 
early  day  was  uncommonly  intelligent  and 
very  fond  of  music.  When  compelled,  by 
the  improvidence  of  others,  to  leave  his 
home  when  nearly  90,  he  composed  a  fare- 
well hymn,  which  he  sung  on  crossing  the 
State  line.  When  he  had  finished  the  hymn, 
he  reverently  lifted  his  hat  and  bade  Pawlet 
farewell. 

Curtis,  Aaron,  son  of  Eldad,  succeeded  to 
the  homestead,  on  which  he  had  an  exten- 
sive rope-walk,  during  the  war  of  1512. 
Two  of  his  children  were  instantly  killed,  by 
being  thrown  from  a  wagon,  in  1813.  He 
removed  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  about  1818, 
where  he  established  an  extensive  rope-waik. 
He  was  deacon  of  the  church  in  that  town. 
He  died  a  few  years  since,  aged  about  SO. 

Cushman,  Rowland,  from  Attleboro, 
Mas3M  1811,  died  in  1825,  aged  78;  his  wid- 
ow in  1828,  aged  70. 

Derby,  James  C,  son  of  Benjamin,  jr.,  is 
of  the  firm  of  Derby  &  Miller,  book  publish- 
ers, New  York,  and  U.  S.  commissioner  to 
the  Paris  Exposition. 

Dyer,  Rev.  Palmer,  from  Rutland,  wa3  a 
graduate  of  Union  College  in  the  same  class 
with  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  W.  Bishop,  of  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y.  He  became  rector  of  Trinity 
church,  Granville,  and  Trinity  parish  in  this 
town  in  1S23.  He  was  a  man  of  refined 
scholarly  tastes  and  earnest  and  eloquent  in 
his  public  efforts.  These  societies  prosper  i 
greatiy  under  his  ministry  and  the  old  brick 
church  was  wont  to  be  well  filled  He  re- 
moved hence  to  Whitehall  about  1831.  He 
i  was  precipitated  from  a  narrow  bridge  over 
the  Au  Sable  river,  while  escorting  some  tim- 
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id  ladies  and  was  drowned.  It  was  in  1814. 
He  was  aged  46. 

Edqertox,  Capt.  Simeon,  from  Norwich, 
Ct.,  1731,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Edgerton,  who 
with  his  ship,  just  before  the  Revolution, 
was  foundered  at  sea,  was  literally  one  of 
the  fathers  of  the  town.  His  descendants 
numbering  95  at  'fiiiTfeath  in  1S09;  At 
the  death  of  his  widow,  Abiah,  in  1821, 
aged  85,  her  descendants  numbered  209. 
They  brought  with  them  5  sons:  Jedediah, 
Jacob,  John,  Simeon  and  David,  and  8  daugh- 
ters: Betsey,  m.  Elijah  Hyde;  Abiah  m. 
Joseph  Adams ;  Lydia  m  Nathaniel  Carver; 
Hannah  m.  Joshua  Cobb  ;  Sally  m.  Joel  Shel- 
don ;  Philena  m.  Seth  Sheldon;  Polly  m. 
Calvin  Dutton,  and  Esther  m.  Ezra  Reed. 
Capt.  Edgerton  was  a  man  of  few  words,  but 
noted  for  his  energy  and  uprightness  of  char- 
acter. He  was  at  the  capture  of  New  Lon- 
don and  the  massacre  of  Fort  Griswold.  He 
was  in  the  legislature  2  years  and  was  in- 
trusted with  many  responsible  offices. 

Edgertos,  Johx,  m.  Mary,  da.  of  Gen. 
Elisha  Averill,  and  settled  on  the  present 
homestead  of  his  son,  Charles  F.  He  was 
town  clerk  from  1S15  to  1826.  He  died  in 
1827,  aged  50;  his  widow  in  1846,  aged  64, 
leaving  5  children,  Charles  F.,  Louisa,  So- 
phia, Betsey  and  Frances.  Louisa  m.  Rob- 
ert Wickharn,  and  died  in  1867,  aged  62. 
Sophia  m.  Rev.  Nehemiah  Nelson,  of  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y.,  who  died  in  18—.  Next,  she 
married  George  White,  who  is  also  dead. 
Frances  m.  John  Woodiin,  of  Tennessee,  who 
died  in  18 — .  She  was  teacher  of  music  in 
Troy  Conference  Academy  several  years,  and 
also  in  Tennessee.  After  Mr.  WoodhVs 
death,  she  was  matron  of  Sing  Sing  Prison, 
N.  Y.  Betsey  m.  Rev.  Mr.  Sprague,  of 
Schenectady. 

EDGEEToy,  Capt.  Simeon,  jr.,  m.  Elizabeth 
Bister  of  Rev.  John  Griswold,  and  succeeded 
to  the  homestead.  He  was  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  church  22  years.  He  held 
many  responsible  offices,  and  was  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1862,  aged 
88;  his  wife  1861,  aged  81.  Children:  Por- 
ter, John  G.,  Betsey,  Charlotte,  Henrietta 
and  Elizabeth. 

Edgerto.v,  Reed,  settled  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  the  village.  His  wife  died  m 
1821,  leaving  3  sons :  Marson,  Chester  and 
Henry.  He  next  m.  Harriet,  da.  of  Rev. 
John  Griswold  ;  he  diod  in  1829,  aged  40. 


Marson   m.   Betsey,   da.   of  v.  Milton 
Brown,  who  died  in  1847,  aged  next 
Lucy,  da.  of  Silas  Gregory,  who  die  31, 
aged  32.   He  was  agent  of  the  cottoL 
several  years,  and  is  now  a  tea  mere 
New  York  city.    Chester  removed 
moat,  Ohio,  is  an  attorney  and  ha 
mayor  of  that  city. 

Eogertos,  Sheldon  was  in  the  legisl 
1  years  and  succeeded  to   the  homesi 
winch  he  sold  in  1867. 

Edgerton,  Charles  F.,  was  in  the  leg 
lature  in  1844  and  1845.    A  daughter,  Co 
nelia  M.  is  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia  Med 
ical  College. 

Evans,  Abiathar,  from  Connecticut,  serve< 
through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  revolution 
ary  war.    Many  of  his  descendants  to  the 
hfth  generation  remain  in  town.    He  died  in 
1831,  aged  89;  his  widow  in  1847,  aged  103. 
She  drew  a  pension  from  1832. 

Everest  Zadog,  was  a  patriot  of  the  rev- 
olution and  representative  to  the  first  legisla- 
ture  of  this  State  in  1778.  We  find  him  a 
trusted  and  confidential  agent  of  the  council 
of  safety,  and  employed  in  enforcing  their 
edicts  of  sequestration.  He  was  representa- 
tive of  Panton  in  1789,  and  of  Addison  in 
1785. 

Fairfield,  William,  wa3  the  second  set- 
tler in  town,  and,  as  such,  received  a  gratuity 
of  30  acres  of  land.  Personally,  for  aught 
we  know,  he  was  a  worthy  man,  but  having 
adhered  to  the  royal  cause  his  property  was 
confiscated  and  himself  sought  a  refuge  in 
Canada  West,  where  his  descendants  still 
remiiu. 

Fay,  Dr.  Jonas,  m.  the  mother  of  Dr.  Jon- 
athan Safford,  and  in  his  old  age  came  to  this 
town  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  day.  We 
remember  him  well  in  our  3roung  days  when 
his  venerable  form,  bent  with  the  weight  of 
four-score  years,  went  tottering  towards  the- 
grave.  He  was  one  of  the  most  efficient 
founders  of  the  State ;  a  compeer  of  Ethan. 
Allen,  Chittenden,  and  a  host  of  worthies. 
He  was  clerk  of  the  council  of  safety,  cierk; 
of  the  convention,  that  in  1777  declared  Ver- 
mont a  free  and  independent  state,  and  was- 
also  a  supreme  court  judge. 

Fitch,  Col.  William,  from  Lebanon  Ct.t 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  most- 
prominent  citizen*  of  the  town.  Ho  was 
employed  by  the  council  of  Bafety  to  famish, 
supplies  to  the  troops  raised  to  repel  the  in* 
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vasion  of  '•  Jirgoyne,  in  1777.  When  the 
settlers  novth  of  this  town  fled,  panic  struck 
before  Burgoyne,  his  wife  with  t'iree  small 
daughters,  all  mounted  on  one  horse,  started 
south  for  a  place  of  refuge,  but  being  re- 
assured they  soon  returned.  He  owned  the 
first  saw  and  grist-mill  built  at  the  village, 
by  William  Bradford,  and  kept  the  first  store 
in  town.  The  village  was  known  on  our 
early  maps  as  Fitch's  Mills.  He  died  in 
1793,  aged  48.  His  children  were:  John, 
Sina,  Anna,  Rachel,  Sibel,  Abial  and 
Margaret. 

Fitch,  Daniel,  Jr.,  m.  Candace,  da.  of 
Judge  Armstrong,  of  Dorset  and  settled  on 
the  present  homestead  of  Lucius  M.  Carpen- 
ter. Their  children — Hiram  entered  college 
but  did  not  graduate,  becoming  partially  in- 
sane ;  Cyrus  married  and  moved  west ;  Dan- 
iel H.  was  a  classmate  of  Hon.  John  K.  Por- 
ter in  Union  College  in  1837,  who  furnishes 
the  following  account  of  him  :  "  He  was  a 
young  man  of  brilliant  talents  and  high 
promise.  He  removed  to  Texas  and  became 
the  editor  of  the  Houston  Star,  which  he  con- 
ducted with  marked  abil.ty.  He  is  said  to 
have  fallen  soon  after  in  a  duel  which  he  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline,  though  he  re- 
fused to  'fire  at  the  party  by  whom  he  was 
challenged  and  slain."  Cynthia  m.  Adolphus 
F.  Hitchcock,  of  Kingsbury,  N.  Y.,  who  is 
now  member  of  the  assembly  for  Washington 
county ;  Jane  ra.  Alpheus  Baldwin,  of  West- 
field,  N  Y.  Mr.  Fitch  removed  to  Westfield 
N.  Y.,  some  30  years  since,  where  he  and  his 
wife  have  recently  died  at  a  very  advanced 
age. 

Fitcs,  Joseph,  from  Norwich  CtM  1776, 
was  among  the  men  of  the  town  who  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  general  welfare.  His 
children:  Ephraim,  Benjamin,  Asahel,  Steph- 
en, Silas,  Mary  and  Sally,  mostly  settled  in 
town  though  but  one  descendant,  Mrs.  Adams 
L.  Bromley,  now  lives  here.  His  wife  died 
in  1822,  aged  76  when  he  married  widow 
Hannah  Wood,  who  survived  him.  He  died 
in  1830,  aged  84. 

Fitch,  Ephraim,  ra.  Sally,  da.  of  Deacon 
Moses  Porter,  who  died  in  1790,  aged  21, 
leaving  one  son,  Dorastus;  next  Rhoda  Sears. 
He  was  one  of  t'ie  most  enterprising  citizens, 
was  in  the  legislature  3  years  ;  built  the  brick 
tavern  at  the  village,  which  lie  kept  and  con- 
ducted the  mercantile  and  milling-business. 
He  was  instantly  killed  while  cutting  ice 


from  the  water-whetd,  in  1813,  aged  45. 

Fitch,  Capt.  Benjamin,  lived  on  the  farm 
with  his  father.  He  w*a3  an  influential  leader 
of  the  democratic  party  during  the  early 
years  of  this  century,  and  probably  no  more 
popular  man  ever  lived  in  town.  He  was 
kind  and  charitable  to  a  fault,  and  in  his  pri- 
vate relations  greatly  beloved.  He  was  in  the 
legislature  8  years.  His  son  Braman  m.  Dor- 
cas, da  of  Capt.  James  Pratt,  and  moved 
West.  John,  clergyman,  m.  Sophia,  da.  of 
Maj.  Sylvanus Gregory,  and  succeeded  to  the 
homestead  of  his  father,  which  he  held  but  a 
few  years.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  temperance  reform.  He  was  a  preacher 
of  the  Methodist  church,  mostly  local.  He 
died  in  Middletown  in  1359,  aged  59,  after  a 
protracted  and  most  painful  illness.  Apple- 
ton  m.  Mary,  da.  of  Gen.  Thomas  Davis,  of 
Montpelier,  where  he  resides.  Capt.  Fitch 
died  in  1823,  aged  58;  his  widow  in  1846, 
aged  83. 

Fitch,  Dorastus,  m.  first,  Julia  Bright  by- 
whom  he  had  5  children ;  2d,  Anna  Hub- 
bard, by  whom  he  had  4  children.  He  was 
long  an  active  business  man  at  the  village, 
and  mainly  instrumental  in  erecting  the 
Pawlet  Academy.  He  was  post-master  19 
years,  and  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  several  years.  He  died  in  1860,  aged. 
78. 

Fitch,  Rev.  Ferris,  was  a  graduate  of 
Middlebufy  in  1826.  He  married  Sally, 
youngest  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Griswold, 
and  was  first  settled  over  a  Congregational 
church  in  Elliott,  Me.  Thence,  in  1830,  he 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

Gibbs,  Zebulon,  from  Ct.,  settled  near 
West  Pawlet.  Children  Clemons,  Spencer 
and  Ira.  Clemons's  second  wife  is  aunt  to 
Col.  Ellsworth,  who  was  assassinated  at  Alex- 
andria the  first  year  of  the  war.  Spencer 
kept  tavern  near  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
recently.  Ira  m.  Betsey,  da.  of  James  Roach, 
of  Hebron  ;  kept  the  tavern  at  West  Pawlet 
several  years.  Mr.  Gibbs  died  in  1855,  aged 
78;  his  wife  in  1S42,  aged  76. 

GlFFORD,  Gideon,  from  Ponaganset,  Mass., 
1792  ;  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  and  served 
through  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He 
married  Ruth  Butts,  of  Rhode  Island,  who 
died  in  17i'6,  leaving  3  children.  Next,  he 
m.  Betsey,  da.  of  Asa  Willey,  and  raised  an- 
other family  of  10  children.  The  only  sur- 
vivors are  Noah  and  Mrs.  Kelley. 
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Gifford,  Capt.  Noah,  is  one  of  the  few 
surviving  veterans  of  (be  war  of  1812.  He 
deserves  special  mention  for  his  zeal,  fidelity 
and  efficiency  in  collecting  and  reporting 
much  of  the  material  of  this  chapter.  He 
has  attained  the  age  of  74.  His  son,  Warren, 
at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  C.  H.,  Va., 
May  12,  1361,  while  desperately  engaged  in 
close  contact  with  the  enemy,  took,  a  stand 
of  colors  belonging  to  the  second  North 
Carolina  regiment,  which  were  planted 
directly  in  front  of  his  position.  He  des- 
patched the  color  bearer  with  his  bayonet, 
seized  the  colors  and  bore  them  off  in  tri- 
umph, amid  the  cheers  of  his  comrades.  He 
has  the  colors  now  in  his  possession. 

Giles,  Ebenezer,  from  Townsend,  Mass., 
1807,  settled  near  West  Pawlet.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
he  was  among  the  first  to  volunteer  for  his 
country.  While  in  the  service,  near  New 
York  city,  he  was  severely  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  in  the 
Sugar  House,  a  specimen,  on  a  small  scale,  of 
Andersonville.  He  died  in  1838,  aged  7S. 
His  children  mostly  moved  to  the  West.  His 
youngest  daughter,  Lucy,  who  sent  the  above 
particulars,  died  in  1865,  aged  49. 

Graves,  Amos,  from  Rupert,  1815.  His 
son,  Rev.  Azariah  R.  Graves,  graduated  at 
Middlebury  in  1833,  and  settled  as  a  Con- 
gregational minister  in  the  St~,te  of  Florida. 
The  family  removed  hence  to  Northumber- 
land, N.  Y.,  in  1842,  where  Mr.  Graves  soon 
after  died. 

Green,  Rev.  Beriah,  jr.,  was  a  graduate 
of  Middlebury,  1820.  In  1822,  he  became 
the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Brandon.  We  next  find  him  at  Whitesboro, 
N.  Y.,  principal  of  the  Oneida  Institute  and 
an  able  and  zealous  champion  of  the  anti- 
slavery  cause.  He  was  the  first  secretary  of 
the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  formed  in 
Philadelphia  in  1831.  That  society,  hunted 
from  city  to  city,  and  unable  at  times  to  find 
a  place  in  which  to  hold  its  anniversaries, 
steadfastly  maintained  its  existence  till  the 
accomplishment  of  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  formed.  The  abolition  of  slavery,  was 
not  accomplished  directly  in  the  way  con- 
templated by  this  society,  who  hoped  to  effect 
it  by  moral  appeals.  But,  doubtless,  the  flood 
of  light  poured  on  the  American  mind  at  its 
anniversaries,  where  were  wont  to  convene 
the  strongest  men  of  the  country,  aided  by 


the  press,  hastened  its  accomplishment.  When 
the  history  of  American  emancipation  is 
written  the  name  of  Beriah  Green  will  stand 
high  on  its  roll  of  fame. 

Green,  Rev.  Jonathan  S.,  enlisted  in  the 
missionary  service  some  40  years  since.  His 
field  of  labor  was  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
which  by  missionary  effort  has  been  trans- 
formed lrom  heathenism  into  Christian  com- 
munities. He  has  also  held  high  ofiice  in  the 
civil  service  of  those  islands. 

Gregory,  Maj.  Si'lvanus,  from  Suffield, 
Ct.,  1790,  settled  at  the  village  in  the  hat- 
making  business.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in 
public  concerns,  and  about  1806  took  acensus 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  which  exceeded 
3000,  a  larger  number  by  700  than  were 
ever  reported  by  the  U.  S.  marshals.  He 
raised  a  family  of  8  children :  Silas,  Alfred, 
Simeon,  Minerva,  Clarissa,  Polly,  Sophia  and 
Elraira.  Alfred  became  a  physician  and  set- 
tled in  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y.  ;  Simeon  removed  to 
the  west :  Minerva  died  single  in  1865,  aged 
80;  Clarissa  also  died  single  in  1849 ;  Polly 
m.  Allen  Vail,  of  Middleiown,  and  died  in 
1866,  aged  74 ;  Elmira  m.  David  Savage,  of 
Champlain,  N.  Y.  Maj.  Gregory  and  his 
wife  both  died  in  1848,  each  at  the  age  of  82. 

Gregory,  Silas,  the  oldest  inhabitant  of 
the  village,  first  m.  Lucy,  da.  of  Nathaniel 
Carver,  who  died  in  1824,  aged  32;  next  Ly- 
dia,  sister  of  the  first,  who  died  in  1857,  aged 
57,  leaving  two  children ;  third,  Betsey,  da. 
of  Simeon  Edgerton,  Jr.  He  has  long  been 
known  as  an  active  citizen,  he  is  77. 

Griswold,  Rev.  John,  from  Lebanon,  N.  H. 
His  reputation  as  a  peace-rnaker  was  great 
and  he  was  frequently  called  on  to  aid  in 
council,  over  which  he  frequently  presided. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth,  N.  H.  He 
ra.  Betsey  Lay,  who  died  in  1803 :  children, 
Harry,  Harriet,  Betsey,  Fanny,  Sophia  and 
Sally  ;  next  he  m.  Sarah,  widow  of  Dr.  Meigs, 
of  Bethlehem.  Ct.  He  died  in  1S52,  aged  87  ; 
his  widow  at  New  York  city  in  1S57,  aged  92. 
^see  history  of  the  Congregational  church). 

Griswold,  Harry,  m.  Alta,  da.  of  Col. 
Ozias  Clark.  He  was  deservedly  held  in  es- 
teem ;  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  several  years,  town  clerk  from  1816  to 
his  death  in  1818,  aged  52. 

Guild,  John,  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  18^2, 
was  agent  of  the  cotton  factory  several  years, 
and  safely  conducted  the  business  through  the 
trying  times  that  suceeded  the  war  of  1812. 
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His  children  were:  Chauncy,  Plina,  Milton, 
Eunice,  Lucy  and  Abigail.  He  died  in  1850, 
aged  87;  his  wife  in  1830,  aged  63.  His  sis- 
ter, Lucy,  married  Nathaniel  Wilmarth,  of 
Ira,  and  was  killed  by  falling  out  of  a  wag- 
on in  Ira,  at  which  spot  a  stone  is  erected, 
marked  L.  \V.  Chauncy  Guild  m.  Celinda, 
da.  of  Nehemiah  Bourn,  who  died  in  1839. 

Hanks,  William,  from  Suffield,  Ct.,  was  an 
enterprising  though  eccentric  man.  He 
planted  a  vineyard  north  of  his  house,  which, 
for  a  while,  was  promising,  but  the  boys 
would  steal  his  grapes,  which  so  vexed  hirn 
that  he  let  it  run  down.  On  many  places  in 
West  Pawlet  a  vine  derived  from  this  vine- 
yard still  flourishes.  He  built  a  grist-mill  on 
Pawlet  river  just  below  the  Frary  bridge.  He 
died  in  1807,  aged  79  ;  his  widow  was  burned 
to  death  in  1809,  aged  73.  His  sons  who  set- 
tled in  this  town,  were  Oliver,  Joseph  and 
Arunah. 

Hanks,  Oliver,  from  Ct.,  settled  at  West 
Pawlet.  He  held  the  position  of  magistrate 
51  years.  His  decisions,  seldom  appealed 
from,  were  never  reversed.  His  knowledge 
of  legal  forms  enabled  him  to  perform  much 
of  the  law-business  required  by  the  people. 
He  was  in  the  legislature  4  years  and  solemn- 
ized 93  marriages.  He  married  first  Deida- 
mia  Porter,  who  died  in  1310,  aged  63,  leav- 
ing 8  children  ;  second  Rebecca  Ros3,  and 
died  in  1859,  aged  82. 

Hanks,  Joseph,  ran  the  grist-mill  his 
father  built.  He  raised  a  numerous  family, 
and  with  most  of  them  removed  to  West  Vir- 
ginia, in  1816.  His  eldest  son,  Jarvis,  was  a 
drummer  boy,  at  the  age  of  1  \,  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  afterwards  became  noted  as  a 
landscape  and  portrait  painter,  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  His  next  son,  Festus,  became  a  Presby- 
terian minister  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  died 
in  early  life. 

Hanks,  Aeunah,  m.  Lucy,  da.  of  Jacob 
Perkins.  Of  their  17  children,  few  survived, 
and  only  one,  Arunah;  jr.,  remains  in  town, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  Abel  Robinson. 
Mr.  Hanks  died  in  1S30,  aged  60;  his  wife  in 
1860,  aged  88. 

Harmon,  Ezekiel,  from  Suffield,  Ct ,  1774  ; 
married  Lydia  Harmon  Jan.  10,  1775,  they 
being  the  first  couple  married  in  town.  He 
was  a  man  of  integrity,  and  commanded  the 
confidence  of  his  townsmen.  He  was  a  mag- 
istrate a  great  number  of  years,  and  wis 
deacon  of  the  Cougreg itional  church  over  40 


years.  He  had  a  numerous  family,  but  scarce 
one  of  his  descendants  remains. in  town.  He 
had  three  sons  who  were  professional  men  : 
Nathaniel;  Ira.  who  suffered  from  chronic 
poor  health,  and  died  in  middle  life,  at  Ben- 
son, and  Ezekiel,  who  was  a  physician  and 
died  young.  Deacon  Harmon  d.  in  1831, 
aged  80. 

Harsion,  Nathaniel,  m.  Alice,  da.  of  Dea. 
Joseph  Hascall,  and  settled  as  attorney  at  the 
village.  He  practiced  law  over  40  years, 
being  most  of  the  time  the  only  practitioner  , 
in  town.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
professional  brethren,  and  deemed  one  of  the 
ablest  jurists  in  the  State.  Though  a  man  of 
decided  political  views,  his  tastes  did  not  lead 
him  into  the  arena  of  public  and  political 
life,  and  he  seldom  attended  the  polls.  He 
j  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  censors  in 
1834,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
in  1836.  His  mind  was  a  rich  store-house, 
especially  of  historic  lore,  which  (when  oil 
duty)  he  took  great  pleasure  in  communicat- 
ing to  others.  He  died  in  1S45,  aged  65  ;  his 
widow  in  1853,  aged  73.  The  children  : 
Proserpine  married  and  died  in  1832,  and 
Clara  married  in  1830 ;  George  W.  removed 
to  Bennington,  where  he  is  an  attorney  and 
cashier  of  the  Stark  bank.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  from 
this  town,  in  1843. 

Harmon,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  from  New 
Lebanon,  Ct.,  1768,  married  a  daughter  of 
Col.  William  Fitch,  and  settled  on  the  pres- 
ent homestead  of  William  Monroe.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  West  Pawlet.  He  removed  West 
in  1797,  since  which  we  know  nothing  of 
him. 

Harmon,  Dr.  Oliver  L.,  from  Suffield,  Ct., 
commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this 
town  in  1798,  and  continued  in  it  till  his  death 
in  1852,  aged  82;  his  widow  died  in  1S53 
aged  78.  He  settled  at  the  village.  He  was 
an  extremely  modest  and  amiable  man,  and 
was  held  in  high  repute  as  a  family  physician. 
Only  one  daughter,  Berintha  Hulett,  of  a 
large  family,  remains  in  town. 

Harmon,  Joel,  m.  Abial,  da.  of  Col  Wil- 
liam Fitch.  The  town  records  show  him  to 
have  been  a  leading  man.  He  was  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  church  several  years. 

Harmon,  Maj.  Joel,  jr.  m.  Clara,  da.  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Hascall,  who  died  in  1795, 
aged  22.    He  was  a  teacher  of  music,  and 
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published  a  manual  of  music  which  was  a 
pecuniary  loss.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
merchants  and  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  removed  to  Richland,  N.  Y.,  in  1804, 
where  he  followed  the  profession  of  music 
teacher  many  years. 

HascAll,  Joseph,  from  Bennington,  1787, 
m.  Alice  Fitch  ;  was  deacon  of  the  first  Bap- 
tist church  24  years  ;  a  man  of  great  energy, 
he  contributed  more  than  most  men  in  the 
building  up  of  society;  raised  a  family  of 
10  children,  to  whom  he  gave  all  the  educa- 
tional advantages  compatible  with  his  limited 
means;  of  whom  Ralph  was  an  attorney  and 
settled  in  Essex,  N.  Y.;  represented  his  county 
in  the  senate  and  assembly  ;  Asa  was  an  at- 
torney, settled  in  Malone,  N.  Y.;  was  in  the 
senate  and  assembly  and  in  congress;  Dr. 
David  A,  settled  in  Kentucky ;  Rev.  Daniel 
Hascall  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.;  Safford  succeeded 
to  the  homestead,  but  removed  to  Kentucky 
about  1818  ;  Lebbeus  was  an  attorney  and 
settled  at  Ticonderoga,  N;  Y.  Clara  married 
Joel  Harmon,  jr. ;  Alice,  Nathaniel  Harmon; 
Nancy,  Dr.  Stearns,  of  Pompey,  N.  Y.,  and 
Philene.Mr.  Baker  of  the  same  place.  It  is  a 
somewhat  singular  fact  that  all  these  brothers 
lost  their  wives  and  married  a  second  time. 
Three  of  the  sistersdied  before  their  husbands. 
All  of  them  are  now  dead.  Deacon  Hascall 
died  in  1814,  aged  73;  his  widow  died  at 
Pompey,  N.  Y„  about  1845,  over  90.  Their 
descendants  are  widely  scattered  in  the 
Northern  and  Western  States. 

Hascall,  Rev.  Daniel,  graduated  at  Mid- 
dlebury  in  1806,  and  was  soon  after  licensed 
to  preach  by  the  Baptist  church  in  this  town. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  ability 
ano?  was  mainly  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  theological  seminary  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  settled  as  pastor.  He  was  the 
first  principal  of  that  institution  and  con- 
tinued in  that  position  for  several  years.  He 
spent  a  few  of  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
West  Rutland,  where  he  had  married  the 
widow  Moses. 

Henry  Andrew,  from  Ireland,  married  a 
daughter  of  Abiathar  Evans,  and  settled  on 
the  present  premises  of  Albert  A.  Boynton  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  was  a  man  of 
note  and  influence  in  his  day.  He  removed 
to  Hector,  N.  Y.,  about  1820  and  lived  to  a 
great  age.  He  left  one  memento,  the  "  Hen- 
ry "  apple,  of  most  exquisite  flavor. 

Hollister  Ashbel,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct. 


1781,  m.  Mary  Pepper,  from  New  Braintree, 
Mass.  He  was  in  the  Revolutionary  service 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Kos- 
ciusko. He  raised  7  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
Ashbel  W.,  Orange,  David,  A.  Sidney,  Hor- 
ace, Harvey,  Hiel  and  Mary,  who  married 
Eleazer  Lyman,  of  Oswayo,  Pa.    Ashbel  W. 

rn.  George,  who  died  in  18    ;  he  died 

1864,  aged  74 ;  Orange  m.  Penelope,  da.  of 
Josiah  Smith,  and  died  in  1862,  aged  70,  in 
Starkey,  N.  Y. ;  David  m.  Zilpha  Brooks  and 
died  in  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  in  1854,  aged  60 ; 
Horace  m.  Julia,  da.  of  Josiah  Smith,  who 
died  in  1838  ;  next  he  m.  Caroline  da.  of  Sam- 
uel Mc  Whorter,  and  settled  last  at  Warsaw, 
N.  Y.;  Harvey  died  in  1820,  aged  21.  Our 
father  was  an  early  settler  and  knew  nearly 
all  the  old  families  in  town.  On  the  stock 
of  anecdotal  lore,  acquired  from  him,  our 
most  liberal  drafts  are  duly  honored. 

We  may  be  indulged  in  a  brief  history  and 
genealogy  of  our  family.  Our  earliest  known 
ancestor  was  John  Hollister,  born  in  Glas- 
tonbury, England.  Here  is  the  genealogical 
tree:  1.  John  Hollister,  born  1612,  m.  Joan 
Treat,  in  Glastenbury,  Conn.  He  died  1665, 
aged  53;  she  died  1694.  2.  John  Hollister, 
jr.,  born  1642,  m.  Sarah  Goodrich,  1667,  died 
1711,  aged  69.  3.  Thomas  Hollister,  born 
1672,  m.  Dorothy  Hill,  1696,  died  1742,  aged 
70.  4.  Josiah  Hollister,  born  1696,  m.  Mar- 
tha Miller,  1718,  died  1766,  aged  70.  5. 
Amo3  Hollister,  born  1724,  m.  1750,  died 
1779.  6.  Ashbel  Hollister,  born  1759,  no. 
Mary  Pepper,  1790,  died  1840,  aged  81.  7. 
Hiel  Hollister,  born  1806,  in  this  town. 

Hollister,  Rev.  A.  Stdnef,  received  a 
collegiate  education  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.;  m. 
Anna,  da.  of  Joseph  Teall,  and  entered  on 
the  Episcopal  ministry  in  1821.  He  served 
as  a  home  missionary  in  Oneida  and  Onon- 
daga counties,  N.  Y.,  until  1840,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  and  acted  in  the  same 
capacity.  He  was  chaplain  of  the  Michigan 
State  prison  1  or  2  years.  He  died  in  1S56, 
aged  60. 

Hollister,  Hiel.  It  may  possibly  be  in- 
teresting to  some  to  have  our  autobiography. 
This  town  has  always  been  our  home,  and  we 
feel  proud  of  her  record,  and  a  deep  interest 
in  her  prosperity  and  well  being.  Our  main 
occupation  through  life  has  been  farming, 
though  we  kept  district-school  7  winters, 
and  were  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  at 
West  Pawlet  7  years,  from  1851.    Wo  were 
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married  in  1830,  to  Sarah  M.  Sage,  of  Sand- 
isbfield,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1832,  aged  24. 
Next  m.  Caroline  C.  Harlow  of  Whitehall, 
N.  Y.  Our  family  consists  of  6  children,  Fred- 
erick M  ,  Francis  S.,  Albert  E.,  Willis  H., 
Orange  S.,  and  Augustus  C.  Frederick  M. 
m.  Estelle  Wells  of  Glastenbury,  Ct.;  Francis 
S.  m.  Julia,  da.  of  Mark  Warner,  Jr.,  and 
Willis  H.  rn.  Emeroy,  da.  of  Daniel  D.  Nelson, 
of  Granville  N.  Y. 

Holllster,  Innett,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct., 
1780 ;  took  part  in  the  revolution,  and  was 
present  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre, 
whom  we  have  frequently  heard  him  say, 
was"  the  handsomest  man  he  ever  saw.  He 
was  a  man  of  singular  mildness  and  gentle- 
ness of  disposition.  He  was  intrusted  with 
several  responsible  town  offices,  and  was  in 
the  legislature  3  years  from  1816.  He  mar- 
ried Mar/  Kendall,  who  died  in  1831,  aged 
72 ;  he  die  1  in  1811,  aged  83.  Their  children : 
Amos,  Hartly,  Laura,  Mary,  Innis  and  Calvin. 

Hollister,  Elijah,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct. 
1782,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolution  and 
at  Bunker  Hill ;  removed  to  Allegany  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  died  about  1S10,  over  80 
years  of  age. 

Hopkins  James,  from  Rhode  Island  at  a 
very  early  day,  settled  on  the  Governor's 
right.  He  commanded  a  company  in  Gen. 
Ethan  Allen's  expedition  to  Canada  in  1776; 
m.  Miriam  Kent,  a  cousin  of  Chancellor  Kent, 
removed  to  Hebron,  N.  Y. ;  kept  a  tavern  on 
the  turnpike  several  years ;  died  in  1830; 
aged  82 

Hopkins,  Ebvtn,  only  son  of  James  Hop- 
kins, succeeded  to  the  homestead;  was  educa- 
ted at  Middlebury,  but  on  account  of  a  per- 
sonal disagreement  with  one  of  the  professors, 
did  not  graduate ;  he  had  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best  scholar  in  his  class,  and  in 
ISIS  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
He  raised  a  large  family,  of  whom  James  is 
an  attorney;  Ervin  was  member  of  the  New 
York  assembly  in  1863,  and  Frank  was  sec- 
retary of  Wisconsin  and  is  now  member  of 
congress;  all  of  whom,  with  their  father,  are 
in  Wisconsin. 

Hououton,  Da.  Charles,  from  Marlboro, 
1835,  ra.  Eliza  Woodman,  of  West  Brattle- 
boro  and  settled  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  the  village,  and  was  an  active  member  of 
society.  He  removed  hence  to  Bennington 
in  1817,  and  tlience  to  Philadelphia,  Fa. 

Hout-iuroN,  Da.  A.  Sydney,  from  Ellis- 


burg,  N.  Y.  1841,  m.  Fanny  M.  Woodman, 
of  WestBrattleboro,  and  settled  at  the  village 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ;  was  in  the 
legislature  in  1861  and  '62,  and  during  the 
war  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Board. 

Hulett,  Daniel,  from  Kiilingly,  Ct., 
1780  ;  was  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga  and  se- 
verely woun  led,  but  refused  to  leave  the 
field  while  he  could  "  load  and  hre."  He 
was  noted  for  great  energy,  and  amassed  a 
large  properly.  He  had  3  sons  :  Paul,  Daniel 
and  Joshua,  and  7  daughters.  These  chil- 
dren, all  in  turn,  raised  large  families  many 
of  whom  reside  in  this  and  neighboring 
towns.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  1838, 
the  former  90,  and  the  latter  83. 

Hulett,  Paul,  m.  Olive  Wooden,  and 
first  settled  in  Danby,  but  moved  here  in  1820. 
He  became  a  large  owner  of  land,  having 
several  farms  in  this  town,  Wells  and  Danby  • 
was  one  of  the  earliest  anti-slavery  men  in 
town  and  maintained  a  decided  stand;  chil- 
dren 7,  of  whom  John  S.  was  in  the  legisla- 
ture from  Wells  in  1816  and  '17.  Mr.  Hu- 
lett died  in  1815,  aged  69 ;  his  widow  in 
1854,  aged  71. 

Hulett,  Dyer,  son  of  Daniel  Hulett,  Jr., 
married  Anna  Forbes  of  Wallingford.  They 
have  raised  a  family  of  8  children,  4  of 
whom  were  deaf  mutes  and  were  educated  at 
the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  at  Hartford,  Ct., 
two  of  these  latter  only  survive. 

Hulett,  Joshua,  in.  Harmony  Wood- 
worth.  He  accumulated  a  handsome  prop- 
erty ;  built  a  beautiful  family  cemetery  near 
his  residence,  inclosed  with  an  iron  fence ; 
died  in  1S58,  aged  78  ;  his  wife  in  1S61,  aged 
76  ;  had  10  children. 

Hutchins,  Bulk  ley,  from  Putney,  1795  ; 
m.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  and  raised  11  chil- 
dren ;  only  2  survive:  Irene,  who  followed 
the  business  of  teaching  37  year9,  mostly  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  m.  deacon  Samuel  Gilbert, 
of  Shushan,  in  1860;  Lois,  who  taught 
school  16  years.  Mr.  Hutchins  died  in  1850, 
aged  85  ;  his  wife  in  1816,  aged  77. 

Hyde,  Rev.  Azariah,  from  Randolph, 
succeeded  Samuel  M.  Wood  in  the  pastorate 
of  the  Congregational  church,  1859.  Digni- 
nified,  yet  conciliatory,  of  puro  diction  and 
classic  tastes,  faithful  and  untiring  in  his 
pastoral  duties,  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  people.  Ho  was  a  prompt 
worker  in  the  national  cause  during  the  re- 
bellion. His  reports,  as  town  superintendent 
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of  schools,  which  office  he  held  during  most 
of  his  residence  in  town,  were  searching  and 
sometimes  caustic,  but  were  listened  to  with 
great  deference,  and  were  productive  of  ben- 
eficial results.  He  removed  in  1865,  to  Po- 
lo, III  (See  Vol.  II.  for  biographical  sketch 
of  Mr.  Hyde,  in  his  native  town. — Ed.) 

Huelbut,  AsH3£L,  from  Wethersfield,  Ct., 
1810,  m.  1st.  Lucy  Blin,  who  died  in  1811,  aged 
29.  2d  Betsey,  da.  of  Peter  Stevens,  and  settled 
at  West  Pawlet.  Three  children.  Lucy  B. 
was  a  graduate  of  Troy  Female  Seminary, 
and  one  of  the  first  principals  of  the  Troy 
Conference  Academy,  at  Poultney  ;  m.  Gen. 
Isaac  Mc  Daniels,  of  Rutland.  (See  Danby 
papers).  Lucius  B.  followed  the  profession 
of  teaching  at  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  Walter  be- 
came an  attorney,  settled  at  Buffalo,  but  died 
in  Granville,  N.  Y.,  in  1849,  aged  30.  Mr. 
Hurlbut  was  an  ambitious,  stirring  man,  de- 
voted to  education,  and  an  ingenious  me- 
chanic.   He  died  in  1828,  aged  46. 

Johnson,  Capt.  James,  from  Granville  N. 
Y.,  m.  Ruth  Williams,  he  was  one  of  the  old- 
est inhabitants  of  West  Pawlet,  had  2  sons. 
Leonard,  station-agent  at  West  Pawlet  depot, 
since  1853 ;  Florace  deputy  post-master. 

Jones  Ephraim,  from  Plainfield,  Ct.,  1790; 
settled  on  our  present  homestead.  He  was 
popularly  known  as  deacon  Jones.  He  re- 
tained a  strong  attachment  for  his  native 
State,  to  which  for  many  years,  he  made  an 
annual  pilgrimage.  Though  outwardly  rough 
and  rather  forbidding,  he  was  a  man  of  great 
hospitality  and  friendliness.  He  m.  Rachel, 
da.  of  Capt.  John  Stark,  one  of  a  "  nest  of 
twelve  sisters,  with  a  brother  in  it."  They 
raised  a  family  of  11  children:  Joel,  Harry, 
Asa  S.,  Ahira,  Ephraim,  John,  Harrison,  Ja- 
red,  Rosanna,  Marietta  and  Rachel.  These 
children  are  mostly  living,  but  none  of  them 
in  town.  Ephraim  was  almost  instantly 
killed  by  the  falling  timbers  of  a  barn,  in 
which  he  had  taken  refuge  during  a  tornado, 
in  1858.  Dr.  Frank  H.  Jones  was  a  son  of 
Ephraim,  jr.,  and  died  in  Dorset,  in  1865. 
Deacon  Jone6  died  in  lS39,aged  69  ;  his  wid- 
ow survived  him  but  a  few  years. 

Jones,  Joseph,  from  Greenwich,  Mass., 
1781;  di<vl  in  1816,  aged  84;  his  wife  in 
1810,  ag«d  80. 

K I  Eft*  an,  Rev.  John,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
was  assigned  to  the  Methodist  church  at  the 
village,  in  1866. 

Knights,  Geouqe  W.,  from  Rupert,  1863; 


m.  Louisa  M.,  da.  of  Samuel  Cobura,  whosa 
father  was  killed  while  in  the  army  in  Tea- 
essee,  July  5, 186-1.  Her  mother  who  resides 
in  town,  was  with  her  husband  in  the  army, 
as  nurse  and  laundress,  21  months,  and 
drew  soldier's  pay  and  rations. 

Lay,  Amos,  from  New  Hampshire;  one  of 
the  earliest  map-publishers  of  the  country, 
was  for  several  years  a  resident  of  this  iown. 
He  published  a  township-map  of  this  Slate, 
on  a  large  scale,  from  surveys  by  Gen.  James 
Whitelaw.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  first 
wife  of  Rev.  John  Griswold. 

Leach,  James,  from  Canterbury,  Ct ,  about 
1780;  settled  on  the  present  homestead  of 
his  son,  Lovell.  He  exerted  a  great  in- 
fluence in  controlling  the  political  fortunes 
of  the  town  ;  was  in  the  legislature  3  years ; 
died  in  1835,  aged  76;  his  widow  in  1842, 
aged  87.  He  left  3  sons,  Lovell,  James  and 
Ebenezer. 

Leach,  Lovell,  m.  Amy  Barsley,  succeed- 
ed to  the  homestead,  and  raised  9  children: 
much  respected,  acquired  a  handsome  prop- 
erty, and  now  lives  retired  from  business,  at 
the  age  of  81. 

Leach,  Ebenezer,  has  accumulate!  one  of 
the  largest  properties  in  town,  anl  is  still 
active  in  acquiring  more.  His  wife  died  ia 
1864,  aged  78.  His  son  Henry  W,  a  medi- 
cal graduate;  kept  a  drug  store  at  the  vil- 
lage several  years,  but  removed  to  Norwich, 
Ct.,  in  1860. 

Loomis,  Oliver,  from  East  Windsor,  Ct., 
1785;  m.  Jude,  da.  of  Gideon  Adams,  who 
died  in  1814,  aged  50 ;  children :  Jerusha, 
Gideon  A.  and  Mary. 

He  was  a  man  of  staunch  political  priaciplea 
of  the  Jetfersonian  school;  died  in  1837, 
aged  73. 

Loomis,  Gideon,  A.,  m.  Amanda,  da.  of 
Elijah  Brown,  and  settled  on  the  present 
homestead  of  his  only  surviving  son,  Orla. 
His  wife  died  in  1835,  aged  42,  leaving  6 
children,  of  whom  Owen  was  in  the  army 
from  Minnesota;  was  with  Sherman  in  his 
march  through  the  south,  and  died  in  South 
Carolina. 

Loomis  Elijah  M.,  son  of  Abner  Loomis, 
who  came  from  Connecticut  in  IS0I  ;  his 
mother  dyiug  in  his  infancy,  he  was  brought 
up  by  his  uncle,  Roswell  Lo  >nih.  wh  i*  ?  wi  1- 
ow  Mercy  still  lives,  at  the  age  of  kad 
is  the  oldest  person  in  town. 

Lounsberr  r,  Nathan  M.,  from  Coanecii- 
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cut,  1781;  was  7  years  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  serving  under  Gen.  Knox,  and 
most  of  the  time  attached  to  the  immediate 
command  of  Gen  Washington.  He  attained 
the  age  of  100  years,  and  at  that  age  held 
plow  for  a  short  time,  at  a  county  fair  at 
Rutland.    He  died  in  Clarendon. 

Lumbabd,  Capt.  Abneb,  from  Brimfield, 
Mass.,  1784;  m.  Sarah,  da.  of  Asa  Andrus, 
and  settled  at  the  village  in  the  cloth-dress- 
ing-business. Modest,  unobtrusive,  honora- 
ble in  his  dealings,  he  won  the  respect  of  all 
and  died  in  1861,  aged  8S;  his  wife  in  1858, 
aged  80;  children  7. 

Maheb,  James,  from  Ireland,  about  1783, 
settled  on  the  present  homestead  of  Samuel 
Culver.  He  died  in  1824,  aged  78  ;  his  wife  in 
1814,  aged  68  ;  of  their  children,  William  was 
an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  among  the  first 
in  the  country  to  manufacture  cut-nails. 

Marks,  Corswell,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct., 
1785;  m.  Sarah  Goodrich.  He  was  an  ex- 
emplary man  ;  died  in  1857,  aged  88  ;  his  wife 
a  skilful  nurse,  and  devoted  much  of  her 
time  to  attendance  on  the  sick  ;  died  in  1857, 
aged  87.  They  had  5  children  of  whom 
William  m.  Rosanna,  da.  of  Ephraim  Robin- 
son ;  settled  at  Nunda,  N.  Y.;  becoming  at- 
tached to  the  Mormons,  followed  them  in 
their  wanderings  to  Nauvoo,  111.;  was  acting 
mayor  of  the  city,  when  the  Mormon  proph- 
et, Joseph  Smith,  was  arrested  by  the  civil 
authorities  of  Illinois,  and  issued  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  through  which  he  was  released 
from  custody.  The  infuriate!  rnob  took 
after  Smith,  followed  him  to  Carthage,  and 
killed  him.  Ira  kept  a  store,  run  a  starch- 
factory,  and  also  a  stocking-factory.  Pru- 
dence m.  John  C.  Prescott,  between  whom  a 
separation  took  place  leaving  with  her  one 
son,  Gustavus  A.  She  then  married  William 
Miles,  and  became  attached  to  the  Mormons 
and  followed  them  to  Utah,  where  she  re- 
cently died. 

Marsh,  William,  from  Woodstock,  1S16, 
settled  first  in  this  town,  whence  he  soon  re- 
moved to  Granville,  N.  Y.,  thence,  about  30 
years  since,  returned.  He  died  in  1864,  aged 
91,  leaving  no  children;  his  wife  died  in 
1846,  aged  68.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
anti-slavery  cause,  meeting  its  opponents"  in 
season  and  out  of  season,"  with  great  ability: 
wrote  numerous  articles  in  its  advocacy  and 
donated  during  his  lifetime  $25,000  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  cause  and  lived  to  seo  his 


principles  triumph  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion. He  was  also  noted  for  his  liberality  in 
private  charity.-  He  was  an  uncle  of  Hon. 
George  P.  Marsh. 

Mc  Wain,  Elhanan,  from  Manchester, 
blacksmith,  married  Lucy  Tooley,  who  died 
in  1851  ;  Children :  Eliza,  married  Pal- 
mer Clapp,  who  died  in  prison  at  the  south; 
Leroy  D..  Nathaniel  and  Sylvanus ;  all  of 
whom  were  in  the  service. 

Meacham,  Capt.  Asa,  settled  in  this  town 
in  1781,  and  removed  to  Richland,  N.  Y.,  in 
1804.  His  son,  Col.  Thomas  Meacham,  made 
the  large  cheese  (1,800  pounds)  presented  to 
President  Jackson  in  1830. 

Meigs,  Rev.  Benjamin  C,  step-son  of  Rev. 
JohnGriswold,  received  his  theological  educa- 
tion with  him  and  was  one  of  the  first  mission- 
ries  of  the  American  Board  to  Ceylon,  about 
1820.  After  laboring  there  40  years  he  re- 
turned to  this  country  and  died  in  New  York 
city  a  few  years  since. 

Meigs,  Charles,  brother  of  Benjamin  C., 
came  when  a  lad  to  this  town  ;  was  bred  to 
the  profession  of  law,  removed  to  the  north 
part  of  the  State,  thence  to  Michigan. 

Menona,  Paul,  the  Indian  preacher, 
spoken  of  in  Goodhue's  History  of  Shoreham* 
sojourned  a  few  years  in  this  town,  near  the 
lower  covered- bridge,  on  Pawlet  river.  Hi3 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  the  renowned  In- 
dian preacher,  Sampson  Occum,  who  be- 
queathed to  him  his  extensive  and  valuable 
library.  This  library  was  carlessly  packed 
in  boxes  and  when  it  reached  its  destination 
was  nearly  spoiled.  He  is  represented  as 
having  been,  in  his  prime,  an  interesting  and 
effective  speaker ;  we  remember  him  only  in 
his  old  age.  He  removed  hence  to  Lake 
George. 

Moffitt,  Judah,  married  Nancy  Hancock, 
niece  of  Governor  John  Hancock,  and  settled 
in  a  secluded  nook  on  the  mountain  near 
Rupert.  He  was  from  Brimfield,  Mass.  He 
was  with  the  detachment  of  soldiers  under 
Ethan  Allen,  who  surprised  Ticonderoga  in 
1775.  He  wa3  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga  in 
1777,  and  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  in  1781. 
He  was  long  a  respected  citizen  in  his  se- 
cluded home;  died  in  1852,  aged  92  ;  his  wife 
died  in  1818,  aged  83.  Of  his  children  we 
know  only  Hiram  and  Nancy,  who  havo 
lately  removed  to  Wells. 

•  Seo  toL  1.  this  work— Ed. 
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Monroe,  Capt.  Josiah,  from  Canterbury, 
Ct.,  1784,  married  Susan,  a  daughter  of  Asa 
Andrus,  and  settled  on  the  present  homestead 
of  his  son,  Asa  A.  Monroe.  He  was  held  in 
great  esteem ;  died  in  1846,  aged  84  ;  his  wife 
the  same  year,  aged  79. 

Monroe,  Asa,  A.,  was  in  the  legislature 
in  1856  and  '57. 

Monroe,  Jesse  from  Canterbury,  Ct.,  a 
brother  of  Josiah,  settled  on  the  present  home- 
stead of  Edward  S.  Soullard.  He  removed 
to  Poultney  several  years  since,  and  died 
there  in  1858,  aged  87.  His  family,  whom 
we  know,  are  Calif,  who  married  a  daughter 
of  John  C.  Hopson,  of  Wells  and  was  in  the 
legislature  from  Wells  2  years ;  now  lives  in 
Poultney  ;  Giles,  a  Methodist  preacher,  Na- 
than, who  lives  in  Poultney  and  Lu- 
cinda  who  married  Welcome  Wood,  now 
deceased. 

Norton,  Theron,  from  Granville,  N.  Y.; 
about  1820,  settled  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  West  Pawlet.  He  accumulated  a  large 
property  and  employed  as  clerks,  successive- 
ly, Col.  William  Woodward,  Henry  Bulkley 
and  Arch  Bishop.  The  latter  has  been  wide- 
ly known  as  secretary  of  the  Washington 
County  (N.  Y.)  Insurance  Company,  an  in- 
stitution which  did  an  immense  business. 
Mr.  Norton  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  about 
1834,  where  he  soon  after  died,  aged  about 
40. 

Nye,  Timothy,  from  Falmouth,  Mass., 
about  17^3,  died  in  1847,  aged  85 ;  his  wid- 
ow in  1857,  aged  84.  Their  two  children, 
Nathaniel  and  Louisa,  widow  of  David  Good- 
all,  own  the  homestead. 

Olds,  Rev.  Abel  W.,  from  Bradford, 
Pa.,  1866,  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
Church  of  the  Disciples  at  West  Pawlet  has. 
during  the  past  year  called  together  the 
scattered  elements  of  his  charge  and  obtained 
a  large  increase  in  the  membership  of  his 
church.  He  was  in  the  76th  regiment 
Pennsylvania  volunteers  for  3  years. 

ORR.Maj.  George  3.,  m.  Henrietta  da.  of 
Ervin  Pratt;  entered  as  private  in  the  first 
Vt.  reg.,  was  at  the  battle  of  Great  Bethel. 
Soon  after  his  discharge  he  re-enlisted  a3  pri- 
vate in  the  77th  N.  Y.  regiment ;  rose  step  by 
step  to  the  rank  of  major  was  in  the  disastrous 
campaign  of  Ltaft>.  Me  Clellan ;  engaged  with 
the  enemy  at  Yorktown  from  April  6th  to 
May  4,  1862;  at  Williamsburg,  May  5;  at 
Chickahominy  from  May  20  to  26;  at  Han- 


over C.  H.  May  27;  Fair  Oaks,  June  1; 
Golden's  Farm,  June  20 ;  Savage  Station, 
June  27 ;  White  Oak  Swamp,  June  28 ; 
Charles  City  cross  roads,  June  30  ;  Malvern 
Hill  July  1 ;  the  second  Bull  Run  ;  at  Frede- 
ricksburg, Dec.  13  ;  and  May  3,  '63 ;  and  at 
Franklin's  Crossing,  June  5  :  at  Gettysburg, 
July  2  and  3  ;  at  Fairfield,  July  5  ;  Rappaha- 
nock  Station,  Nov.  7;  and  at  Mine  Run, 
Nov.  24;  in  '64,  under  Gen.  Grant,  in  the 
terrible  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5 
and  6;  at  Spottsylvania,  May  8  and  10  and 
12;  at  Anderson's  House,  May  20;  at  Cold 
Harbor,  June  1  to  13  ;  at  Petersburg.  June 
16  to  July  10;  at  Fort  Stevens,  July  12  ;  at 
Winchester,  Sept.  15;  at  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept. 
22;  and  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19.  Here 
Major  Orr  being  on  the  Staff  of  General  Bid- 
well  had  his  left  arm  shattered  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  shell  which  instantly  killed  Gen. 
Bidwell.  This  was  the  first  wound  he  had 
received  in  all  the  battles  we  have  here 
enumerated  which  ended  his  campaigns.  The 
brigade  continued  in  the  field  and  was  in 
most  of  the  hard  fought  battles  around 
Richmond  until  it  was  taken  April  3,  1865. 
We  have  been  more  particular  in  giving  in 
brief  detail  the  military  career  of  Maj.  Orr, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  in  the  same  division 
with  the  "  Old  Vermont  brigade"  composed 
of  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  part  of  the 
time  the  11th  regiments  of  Vermont  volun- 
teers. Hence  his  record  is  their  record  !  This 
brigade,  in  which  there  were  43  representa- 
tives from  this  town,  though  the  army  with 
which  it  was  connected  met  with  many  and 
terrible  reverses,  never  dodged  the  post  of 
danger,  and  never  flinched  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  only  retreating  when  ordered  by  the 
commanding  general.  Their  banners  never 
trailed  in  the  dust,  nor  were  captured  by  the 
enemy.  They  were  the  balance-wheel  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  and  nobly  they  ful- 
filled their  mission. 

Orr,  Capt.  Moses  E.,  enlisted  with  his 
brother  George  S.  in  the  first  Vt.,  and  next 
in  the  96th  N.  Y.  He  served  longer  in  the 
war  than  any  other  man  from  this  town,  and 
though  engaged  in  but  comparatively  few 
battles  was  ever  prompt  to  fill  the  position 
assigned  him.  He  was  never  wounded  in 
the  service. 

ORVI8,  ElibU,  from  Granville,  m.  Sina,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  P.  Upham,  succeeded 
Theron  Norton  of  West  Pawlet,  tiieuoe  re- 


922 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


moved  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  wheTe  he  died.  His 
oldest  son,  Joseph  U.  Orvis,  has  become 
noted  in  mercantile  and  financial  circles  in 
New  York  city,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Ninth  National  Bank. 

Pearl,  Col.  Stephes,  wa3  an  early  set- 
tler in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  where  he 
kept  a  store  and  tavern.  He  was  in  com- 
mand to  suppress  the  "  Rebellion  "  at  Rut- 
land in  1766.  The  court  there  had  been 
overawed  by  the  mob  and  prevented  from 
sitting  for  several  days.  It  made  a  requisi- 
tion on  the  several  towns  in  the  county  to 
send  an  armed  force  the  following  day  at  9 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  To  this  requisition 
Pawlet,  though  far  chest  off,  was  the  first  to 
respond,  her  quota  of  troops  being  first  at  the 
rendezvous.  In  1794,  Col  Pearl  removed  to 
Burlington  and  was  among  the  foremost  in 
building  up  that  city. 

Penfield,  John  born  in  Fairfield,  Ct., 
married  Patience  Pendeld,  of  Vergennes,  and 
came  to  this  town  in  1603,  from  Pittsford. 

He  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  several  years  until  1310,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Whitehall,  N.  ¥.,  where  he  died  in 
1848,  aged  74 ;  his  wife  died  in  1846,  aged 
64.  They  had  12  children  who  lived  to 
adult  age. 

Pepper,  Simeojt,  from  New  Braintree, 
Mass.,  1783,  m.  Esther,  da.  of  Joseph  Jones. 
He  served  through  most  of  the  war  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  White  Flams;  children:  Sim- 
eon, Asahel,  John,  Chauncy  P.,  Piiilene  and 
Narcissa.  He  died  in  1822,  aged  68;  his 
wife  in  1821,  aged  64. 

Perkins,  Jacob,  from  Canterbury,  Ct., 
1779;  was  the  first  settler  on  the  west  road. 
He  married  Mary  Fitch  and  raised  a  large 
family,  ail  of  whom,  with  most  of  their  de- 
scendants, have  left  town.  He  died  in  1801, 
aged  56,  and  was  the  first  person  interred  in 
the  West  Pawlet  cemetery ;  his  widow  in 
1835,  aged  89. 

Perkins,  Rufus,  son  of  Jacob,  m.  Olive 
Wilcox,  who  died  in  1819,  aged  35,  leaving 
4  children  who  died  of  consumption  at  21, 
23,  19,  29.  Mr.  Perkins  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  he 
bequeathed  $200  and  $300  to  the  Hamilton 
Theological  Seminary,  "  the  interest  to  be 
applied  for  the  education  of  some  colored 
brother."  He  died  in  1^57,  aged  80;  his 
2d  wife,  Salinda  Smith,  in  1857,  aged  67. 

Phillips,  Elkanah,  from  Massachusetts, 


1820;  died  in  1861,  aged  77  ;  his  widow  sur- 
vives at  the  age  of  85.  His  son  Samuel,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead. 

Plumb,  Rev.  Elijah  W.,  D.  D.,  from  Hal- 
ifax, Vt;  married  Sarah  Woodman,  of  West 
Brattleboro,  and  succeeded  Rev.  John  Gris- 
wold  and  Rev.  Fayette  Shepherd  in  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Congregational  church,  May  13, 
1831.  He  continued  pastor  until  1343. 
During  his  pastorate,  and  greatly  by  his  ex- 
ertions, the  present  church  edifice  was  erected, 
which,  at  the  time,  -was  scarcely  equalled  in 
the  State.  He  graduated  at  Middiebury  in 
1824.  His  intellectual  resources  were  im- 
mense and  profound,  and,  for  deep  and  com- 
prehensive thought,  he  had  few  superiors, 
I  His  wife  dying  in  1846,  aged  43,  he  married 
Alta  Griswold,  widow  of  Harry  Griswold. 
He  removed  to  Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  in  1843, 
where,  besides  services  in  the  ministry,  he 
ha<l  charge  of  an  academy. 

Porter,  Dea.  Moses  (by  Hon.  John  K.  Por- 
ter). He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  son  of 
Experience  Porter,  and  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Porter,  of  Farmington,  Ct.  He  came 
to  Vermont  in  1780,  where  many  of  his  near 
relatives  resided,  among  whom  were  Col. 
Seth  Warner,  and  Nathaniel  Chipman.  In 
1765,  he  married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of 
Phineas  and  Thankful  Killam,  and  widow  of 
Rev.  Paul  Park,  of  Preston,  Ct.,  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Capt.  Miles  Standish  and  a 
woman  of  much  culture  and  intelligence. 
She  retained  to  an  unusually  advanced  pe- 
riod the  remains  of  her  early  attractions, 
and  lived  to  101  years,  with  her  mind  still 
clear  and  her  eyes  scarcely  dimmed.  At  the 
time  of  her  death,  in  1843,  she  had  more  than 
one  hundred  living  descendants.  Dea.  Porter 
entered  the  Revolutionary  service  as  one  of 
Putnam's  (Conn.)  volunteers  and  took  an 
honorable  part  in  several  of  the  leading  en- 
casements of  the  war.     He  exhibited  con- 

n  o 

spicuous  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Biniis's 
Heights,  Oct.  7,  1777,  where  he  won  his  com- 
mission as  major  by  his  active  and  efficient 
part  in  the  charge  led  by  Gen.  Aruold,  which 
drove  the  British  forces  to  their  intrench- 
ments.  He  was  compelled  by  failing  health 
to  retire  from  the  service,  and  he  afterwards 
laid  aside  his  military  title  as  inappropriate 
to  a  civilian  who  had  religious  scruples  as 
to  the  lawfulness  of  any  but  defensive  war. 
He  was  a  man  of  resolute  purpose,  of  sterling 
worth  and  strong  practical  sense.    He  died 
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in  1803,  aged  64.  His  oldest  son,  Dr.  Elijah 
Porter,  was  a  learned  and  eminent  physician 
of  Saratogo  county,  residing  at  Waterford. 
He  died  in  1841.  His  surviving  son,  John 
K.  Porter,  is  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  residing  at  Albany.  Dr. 
Moses  R.  Porter,  of  Ohio,  and  Hervey  Por- 
ter, of  Oswego,  two  of  the  sons  of  Deacon 
Porter,  died  maDy  years  since,  each  leaving 
a  large  number  of  dessen  '. i □  ts.  One  oj  his 
%  daughters  was  the  wife  of  Tirapthy  Hatch 
and  the  mother  of  Moses  Porter  Hatch,  who 
was  formerly  .i  member  of  the  N.  Y.  State 
senate.  ■  Another  daughter,  Sally,  was  tbe 
i    wife  of  Ephraim  Fitch. 

Dea.  Josfu-ir,  youngest  son  of  Moses,  m. 
Sarah,  da.  of  Dea.  Bfaajabi  Bashnell,  ana 
succeede  1  to  his  father "i  estate,  and  to  the 
office  of  deacon  of  the  Congregational  ohurca, 
made  vacant  by  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
uncommon  excellence  of  character  and  his  in- 
fluence always  beneficially  exerted.  He  died 
in  1840,  aged  65.  6  children;  Dorothy, 
Sophia,  Caroline,  Sarah,  Benjamin  and  Moses. 
Moses  is  a  physician  at  the  West  and  m. 
Helen,  da.  of  Phineas  Strong,  who  died  re- 
cently. His  widow  removed  West  and  died 
some  years  ago. 

Potter,  Capt.  William,  from  New  Lon- 
don, Ct.,  settled  on  the  late  homestead  of  his 
son,  Joshua  Potter  at  an  early  day.  He  raised 
a  large  family  of  children.  Two  of  his  sons 
Samuel  and  Joshua,  settled  in  this  town,  the 
others  mostly  in  Wells.  He  had  been  a 
captain  of  a  vessel  trading  to  the  West  In- 
dies. His  mother's  house  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  was  burned  by  the  infamous  Arnold 
during  his  raid  on  that  city. 

Potter,  Dr.  Samuel,  practiced  medicine  in 
this  town  and  Wells  several  years.  His  in- 
tuitive perception,  judgment  and  skill  were 
remarkable.  He  died  in  18—.  Samuel  is  a 
physician  at  Buffalo  :  Fayette,  an  attorney; 
Collins,  a  noted  millwright;  Charles  W.  has 
been  a  druggist  and  postmaster  at  the  village, 
and  is  now  about  to  take  charge  of  the  Lake 
House  in  Wells.  G~orge  is  a  physician  near 
Buffalo;  E  Iwin  an  attorney  in  Michigan; 
Phebe  married  Rev.  Mr.  Sprague  and  is  dead. 
Helen  L.  married  Abbot  Robinson. 

Potter,  Joshua,  succeeded  the  homestead 
of  his  father,  and  raised  6  children.  Joshua 
occupies  the  homestead.  Mr.  Potter  was  a 
man  of  uncommon  shrewdness  and  intelli- 
gence and  retained  his  faculties  remarkably 


to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1863,  aged  81. 
His  widow  died  the  same  year.  He  was  in 
the  legislature  in  1837  and  held  many  re- 
sponsible town  offices. 

Pratt,  Capt.  James,  a  native  of  Ware, 
Mass.,  from    Halifax  in    1732,   settled  on 
j  the  mountain,  on  the  preinis.es  now  owned 
j  by  his  S32.  Ervin  Pratt.  His  wif?*3  name  was 
j  Lu  -y  Giles.    He  was  an  officer  in  the  Revo-; 
lution,  and  a  tine  specimen  of  'the  hardy, 
thrifty  and  intelligent  farmers  who  laid  the 
!  foundations  of  -society  in  this  *  town.  His 
t-hoine  was  ever  the  seat  of  hospitality  an  1 
good  cheer.     His  .conversational  ana  story- 
telling powers  were  unrivaled.    He  died  in 
1851,  age-:!  92,,the  last  survivor  of  the  Inv- 
olution in  town.    His  wife,  died  in  1831, 
I  aged  63  \  9  children;  E!isi;a>  Miner,  James, 
j  Alva,  Ervin,  Dorcas,  Sally,  Lucy  ar.d  Es- 
ther.   Rev.  Miner  is  a  graduate  of  Middle- 
bury  and  Congregational  minister,  agent  ■:•£ 
the  American  -  Colonization  Society  at  An- 
dover  Mass. 

Pratt,  Ervijt,  succeeded  to  his  father's  es- 
tate ;  was  in  the  legislature  in  1863  anl  '64 
and  will  be  long  remembered  by  our  volun- 
teer soldiers  for  the  liberal  supplies  he  sent 
them  in  the  field.    He  has  7  children. 

Pratt,  Capt.  Elisha,  from  Ware,  Mass., 
in  1792  ;  died  in  1S07,  aged  78  ■  his  widow 
in  1827,  aged  90. 

Pratt,  Capt.  Samctel,  was  a  captain  in 
the  Revolution  and  commanded  a  company 
in  which  James  Pratt  son  of  Capt.  Eiisha, 
was  a  sergeant.  Though  living  to  a  great 
age,  he  was  for  many  years  bowed  together 
with  rheumatic  disease.  He  was  a  recipient 
of  public  charity  for  several  years  in  thi3 
town  and  died  at  Daniel  Clark's,  aged  about 
80 

Pratt,  M.  V.  B.,  from  White  Creek.  N. 
Y.,  settled  in  the  mercantile  budness  at  West 
Pawlet  ;  has  been  post-master  and  is  now 
the  oldest  merchant  in  town. 

Prescott,  Gustavus  A.,  is  the  inventor 
and  patentee  of  several  useful  inventions 
connected  with  the  business  of  machinist  and 
edge-tool  manufacture.  He  is  a  noted  vege- 
tarian and  horticulturist.  We  believe  in  hi* 
horticulture,  but  are  afraid  by  the  time  he  gets 
thoroughly  schooled  in  his  vegetaraia  babila 
there  will  be  nothing  left  of  him. 

Purple,  George  H„  m.  Sophia,  da.  of 
Rev.  John  Griswold  ;  kept  store  at  the  vil- 
lage in   connection    with  Reed  Elg'-rtou, 
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closing  in  1830;  was  post-master  3  years ;  re- 
moved to  Ohio  in  1831. 

Randall,  Jonathan,  a  native  of  Concord, 
N.  H.,  came  to  this  town  in  1317,  when  15 
years  of  age;  has  held  the  office  of  justice  27 
years. 

Reed,  Simeon,  from  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.,  1776,  m.  Abial  Rice  and  settled  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  town.  He  was  serving 
as  minute  man  at  Ticonderoga  in  1777,  at 
the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Burgoyne.  Upon 
the  dispersion  of  the  militia  at  Hubbardton, 
he  hurried  home  and  started  with  his  family 
for  his  old  home  on  the  Hudson.  Afterwards 
he  served  several  turns  in  the  army  and 
when  the  war  closed  in  the  north  returned 
with  his  family  to  his  farm;  children;  Simeon, 
James,  Colby,  Enoch,  Eliakim,  Stephen,  Si  - 
1ms,  Ezra,  Ruth,  Abigail,  Esther  and  Abial. 
He  was  greatly  beloved  by  his  fellow  citizens 
and  his  memory  is  fondly  cherished.  He  died 
in  1840,  aged  84. 

Reed,  Stepsen,  m.  Phebe  Hill,  of  Danby. 
By  his  will,  he  bequeathed  an  annuity  of 
fifty  dollars  to  the  Congregational  society, 
to  be  continued  while  preaching  shall  be 
sustained.  His  wife  died  in  1854,  aged  55, 
when  he  married  Sophia  Smith ;  he  died  in 
1862,  aged  75. 

Reed,  Jedediah,  from  New  Lebanon,  Ct., 
1770;  settled  on  a  farm  which  still  bears  his 
name.  He  was  a  prominent  actor  in  the 
stirring  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
frequently  intrusted  with  important  business 
by  the  Council  of  Safety.  He  removed  to 
Orwell,  in  1820;  children,  Jedediah,  Lyman, 
Elijah  and  a  daughter  ;  Elijah  was  a  physi- 
cian and  removed  to  Williston. 

Reed,  Isaac,  settled  in  the  S.  E.  corner  of 
the  town,  near  Dorset  mountain.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution;  died  about  1850. 
aged  83.  His  son,  Solomon,  succeeded  to  his 
place,  and  has  become  famous  for  his  encoun- 
ter with  bears,  which  appear  to  have  lingered 
longer  in  that  vicinity  than  elsewhere. 

Reynolds,  Rev.  Worden  P.,  from  Man- 
chester, 1831;  settled  at  the  "West  Pawlet 
parsonage.  He  was  a  fluent  and  impressive 
speaker,  and  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
and  building  up  a  large  church  of  the  Disci- 
ples.   He  now  lives  in  Worcester,  Mass. 

Rice,  James,  from  Granville,  N.  Y.,  1840, 
has  served  as  deputy  sheriff  18  years  and  was 
county  commissioner  2  years.    Since  1861, 


has  been  post-master  and  kept  store  at  tha 
village. 

Robinsou,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  from  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  1812;  was  an  officer  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  held  commissions  (now  in  posses- 
sion of  the  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Amos  W. 
Bromley,)  of  lieutenant  and  captain  which 
were  signed  respectively  by  John  Hancock 
and  Samuel  Adams.  Capt.  Robinson  was  a 
man  of  great  humor  and  wit  and  highly  es- 
teemed. He,  in  connection  with  his  sons, 
was  the  first  to  establish  the  spinning  of 
cotton  by  machinery  in  the  County.  Four 
sons  and  several  daughters  came  with  him 
Jonathan,  Nathaniel,  William,  David,  Mary 
and  Hannah.  He  died  in  1841,  aged  89  ;  his 
widow  in  1845,  aged  90;  Hannah  in  1863, 
aged  76  ;  Mary  in  1841,  aged  63 ;  William  in 
1863,  aged  76. 

Robinson,  Jonathan,  m.  Laura  Sykes,  and 
settled  near  the  village.  He  was  a  great 
reader  and  of  uncommon  intelligence,  and 
stood  high  in  the  masonic  fraternity.  He 
died  in  1862,  aged  85;  his  widow  survives 
at  the  age  of  82. 

Robinson,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  was  a  man  of 
mechanical  skill,  and  machinist  for  the  cot- 
ton-factory, over  30  years,  constructing  near- 
ly all  its  complicated  machinery  with  his  own 
hands  He  was  three  times  married  and  had 
9  children,  and  died  in  1864,  aged  81. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Ephraim,  from  Windham, 
Ct.,  1785,  was  among  our  most  valuable  citi- 
zens. His  wife  died  in  1820,  aged  62,  leav- 
ing 5  children  :  Ephraim,  Samuel,  George, 
Rosanna  and  Sophia.  Capt.  Robinson  next 
married  Jemima,  widow  of  Seely  Brown  and 
daughter  of  Capt.  Benoni  Smith.  He  died  in 
1843,  aged  83 ;  his  wife  in  1834,  aged  66. 
Ephraim,  Jr.,  succeeded  to  the  homestead  and 
died  in  1847,  aged  47. 

Robinson,  Richard,  brother  of  Ephraim, 
raised  a  large  family.  We  remember  as  his 
sons:  Ezra,  Willis,  Erastus  and  Otis,  who 
was  an  anti- masonic  politician  in  1830.  Mr. 
Robinson  died  in  1S38,  aged  75. 

Robinson,  Abel,  another  brother,  settled 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  One  of  his 
daughters,  Rhoda,  married  Maj.  Salmon 
Weeks,  and  another  married  Arunah  Hanks, 
Jr.,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  re- 
maining in  town. 

Rolun,  Ebenezer,  settled  opposite  Dea. 
Samuel  Cole's  about  1800,  in  the  tanning  bus- 
iness, where  he  raised  a  large  family,  lie 
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was  a  leading  member  of  Elder  Beale's  church 
and  chorister  in  the  time  of  fugue  tunes.  He 
removed  to  Johnsburg,  N.  Y.,  about  1820, 
and  when  last  heard  from  was  near  one  hun- 
dred years  old. 

Rose,  Major  Roger,  settled  before  1770. 
He  was  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  town 
to  the  convention  that  sat  in  Dorset  in  1776, 
which  adjourned  to  Westminster  in  January, 
1777  and  declared  the  present  territory  of 
Vermont  a  free  and  independent  State,  under 
the  name  of  New  Connecticut,  alias  Vermont. 
He  died  about  1S00,  aged  75. 

Rush,  George,  from  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  1775, 
settled  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  near  Dan- 
by.  He  died  in  1820,  aged  110  years,  having 
attained  a  greater  age  than  any  other  person 
who  ever  lived  in  town.  He  had  two  sons : 
Jacob  and  Aboltus. 

Safford,  Dr.  Jonathan,  from  Bennington, 
1793,  succeeded  Dr.  Eliel  Todd.  He  was  a 
successful  practitioner  until  his  death  in  1821, 
aged  56;  children:  Horace,  Jonathan  W., 
Edwin  B.,  Annis,  Eliza,  Delia  and  Caroline. 

Sargent,  Dr.  John,  from  Mansfield,  Ct., 
1761,  first  moved  to  Norwich  with  his  fath- 
er's family,  where  .he  married  Delight  Bell, 
-of  Welsh  origin.  He  entered  the  Revolution- 
ary service  at  the  age  of  18,  was  severely 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  to  Quebec ;  in 
the  Spring  paroled  :  returned  to  Norwich  and 
studied  m.  dicine  under  Dr.  Lewis  ;  1780,  re- 
moved to  Dorset  where  he  commenced  a  suc- 
cessful practice,  often  going  his  rounds  on 
foot;  was  distinguished  in  the  practice  of 
both  medicine  and  surgery  and  his  reputa- 
tion extended  to  a  wide  circuit.  He  removed 
to  this  town  in  1798,  as  the  successor  of  Dr. 
Lemuel  Chipman  and  was  the  first  president 
of  the  Rutland  County  Medical  Society.  He 
built  the  handsome  mansion  now  the  home- 
stead of  James  Leach.  He  was  the  first  cap- 
tain of  the  light  artillery,  organized  in- 1802, 
and  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel ;  was  in 
the  legislature  in  1803  and  of  the  Washing- 
tonian  school  of  politics  ;  died  in  1S43,  aged 
82  ;  his  wife  in  183-,  aged  74  ;  children  : 
Ralph,  John,  Leonard,  Daniel,  Royal,  Epen- 
etus  A.,  Warren  B.,  Martha,  Nancy  and  De- 
light. 

Sargent,  Dr.  John,  Jr.,  m.,  Miranda  Mor- 
rison; graduated  at  Middlebury  in  1811; 
practiced  medicine  in  this  and  adjoining 
towns  several  years,  but  was  more  at  home 
in  the  school  room  ;  removed  to  Fort  Ann ; 


was  county  superintendent  of  schools;  died 
at  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Sargent,  Hon.  Leonard,  commenced  tha 
practice  of  law  in  this  town,  but  removed  to 
Manchester  soon  after.  He  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  lieut.  governor  2  j'ears,  judge  of  pro- 
bate 7,  states'  attorney  3,  state  senator  2 
years,  council  of  censors  one  year,  constitu- 
tional convention  2  years,  and  town  repre- 
sentative 4  years.  He  still  lives  at  75  in  a 
green  old  age. 

Sargent,  Dr.  Warren  B.,  has  been  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  40  years. 

Sargent,  Delight,  went  as  a  missionary 
teacher  to  the  Cherokees  in  1826.  After  sev- 
eral years'  service  she  married  R?v.  Elias 
Boudinot,  an  educated  native  Cherokee. 
When  the  Cherokees  were  partly  coaxed  and 
partly  driven  out  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Boudinot, 
who  was  one  of  their  chiefs,  favored  their  em- 
igration. For  this  offense  he  was  led  into  an 
ambush  and  foully  murdered  by  men  of  his 
own  tribe  who  were  opposed  to  emigration. 
Mrs.  Boudinot  returned  to  this  State  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  where  she  has  since 
resided. 

Sheldon,  Capt.  Seth,  from  Suffield,  Ct., 
1782;  married  Mary  Henchitt ;  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  raised  a  large  family,  none 
of  whom  remain  in  town  ;  died  in  1S10,  aged 
72 ;  his  widow  in  1S20,  aged  73. 

Sheldon,  Capt.  Seth,  Jr.,  succeeded  to 
the  homestead  ;  was  an  active  business  man  ; 
removed  to  Chautauque  county,  N.  Y.,  about 
1831,  and  died  recently  ;  children  9. 

Sheldon,  Joel,  Jr.,  m.  Sally,  da.  of  Capt. 
Simeon  Edgerton  ;  raised  9  children  ;  remov- 
ed to  N.  Y.,  some  30  years  since,  and  died  in 
1853,  aged  81  ;  his  wife  in  1851,  aged  74. 

Shepherd,  Moses  from  Connecticut,  1790; 
settled  on  a  road  now  discontinued,  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town.  He  was  an  industri- 
ous and  peaceable  citizen.  Several  of  his 
sons  were  among  the  first  colonists  to  the  re- 
public of  Liberia. 

Suipiierd,  Rev.  Fayette,  son  of  Hon. 
Zebulon  R.  Shipherd,  of  Granville,  N.  Y. 
lie  became  assistant  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  about  1S25,  and  continued 
until  1831.  During  his  ministry,  thischurch 
received  a  large  accession  to  its  membership. 
lie  was  active  and  untiring  in  the  discharge 
of  his  pastoral  duties.  His  style  of  public 
speaking  was  graceful  and  impressive,  and 
seldom  failed  to  fix  the  attention  of  his  au- 
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dience.  Daring  his  pastorate,  he  was  greatly- 
beloved  by  his  people ;  but  when  he  after- 
wards became  identified  with  the  anti-slavery 
movement,  he  was  denied  the  use  of  the 
church,  in  which  to  deliver  his  lectures.  He 
removed  hence  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to 
Uberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  Oberlin  College.  In  1825,  we 
think  he  was  the  agent  of  the  Vermont  Sab- 
bath School  Union. — Ed. 

Simonds,  Joel,  from  Massachusetts,  about 
1730;  m.  Patience  Hall.  They  raised  12 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  in  al- 
ternation until  the  quota  was  filled:  Joseph, 
John,  Bethiah,  Lucy,  Joel,  Justia  F.,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Jonah,  Ira,  Patience  and  Hannah. 
Mr.  Simonds  died  in  1821,  aged  77  ;  his  wid- 
ow in  1832,  aged  86. 

Simonds.  Joel,  Jr.,  m.  Mary,  da;,  of  Bethel 
Hurd,  and  succeeded  to  the  homestead.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  gave  his  children  unusual  edu- 
cational advantages.  He  raised  9  children 
of  wliom  Dr.  Justin  F.  removed  to  Iowa,  and 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  late  war.  Mr.  Simonds 
died  in  1850,  aged  78 ;  his  wife  in  1849, 
aged  65. 

Simonds,  Justin  F„  settled  on  the  present 
homestead  of  Artemus  Wilcox.  He  was  a 
quiet  domestic  man  and  when  entrusted 
with  public  business  always  did  it  well.  He 
was  thrown  from  his  wagon  and  hurt  so  that 
he  soon  died  in  1839,  aged  69.  His  widow 
died  the  same  year,  aged  70. 

Simonds,  Col.  Benjamin,  a  brother  of 
Joel  Simonds,  Sen.,  was  in  command  of  the 
military  post  in  this  town  in  1777,  which 
was  the  head- quarters  of  Col.  Herrick's  regi- 
ment of  rangers  and  was  used  as  a  recruiting 
station  and  a  depot  for  stores  for  our  troops 
and  for  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy.  The 
day  before  the  battle  of  Bennington  an-  or- 
der was  issued  by  Col.  Simonds  to  Jedediah 
Reed,  directed  to  his  wife  in  Lanesboro, 
Mass.,  and  endorsed  by  the  council  of  salety 
for  6  or  7  pounds  of  lead  "  as  it  is  expected 
every  minute  that  an  action  will  commence 
between  our  troops  and  the  enemies  within 
four  or  five  miles  of  Bennington  and  the  lead 
will  postively  be  wanted."  Col.  Simonds 
was  grandfather  of  Hon.  John  B.  Skinner,  of 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  from  Ct.,  at 
an  early  day  came  to  this  town  with  several 
brothers   among  whom  was   Judge  Pliny 


Smith,  of  Orwell.  All  the  brothers  but  him- 
self left  town  in  a  few  years.  He  was  in  the 
legislature  in  1795-96.  We  have  often  heard 
the  old  inhabitants  speak  of  him  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  respect.  He  died  in  l£>07,  aged 
57.    His  widow  in  1820,  aged  69. 

Smith,  Capt.  Benoni,  from  Glastenbury, 
Ct.,  1781,  settled  on  the  present  premises  of 
his  son  Robert  H.  Smith.  He  brought  with 
him  and  encouraged  to  come  from  time  to 
time  large  numbers  of  settlers  who  looked 
upon  him  almost  as  a  father.  He  was  a  man 
of  energy,  and  contributed  greatly  to  pro- 
mote the  settlement  of  the  neighborhood.  Pie 
built  a  saw  and  grist-mill  c-n  his  premises 
soon  alter  he  came  to  town.  His  wife  died 
in  178S,  aged  47,  leaving  7  children  :  Josiah, 
Arthur,  Reuben,  Hoel,  Ira,  Jemima  and 
Anna.  Next  he  m.  Elizabeth  Smith,  who 
died  in  1832,  aged  77,  leaving  2  children, 
Robert  H.  and  Eliza.  Robert  H.  has  been  in 
the  legislature  2- years.  Capt.  Smith  died  in 
1799,  aged  59. 

Smith,  Josiah,  m.  Ruth  Goodrich  and  set- 
tled on  the  present  premises  of  Horatio  Hol- 
lister.  He  was  a  leading  Episcopalian  and 
senior  warden  of  Trinity  church,  Gran- 
ville, from  its  organization  to  his  death  in 
1823, aged  56.  His  widow  died  in  1846,  aged 
77.  His  death  was  caused  by  a  kick  from  a 
horse.  In  his  domestic  and  church  relations 
he  was  greatly  beloved  and  esteemed  ;  chil- 
dren :  Ephraim,  Noah,  Hoel,  Josiah,  Betsey, 
Penelope,  Julia,  Ruth,  Mima  and  Laura. 

Smith,  Reuben,  m.  Sarah,  da.  of  Col.  Sam- 
uel Willard,  and  raised  5  children.  He  kept 
tavern  some  20  years  before  1832,  when  he 
removed  to  Burke,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  1862, 
aged  96. 

Smith,  Gov.  Israel.  We  have  been  often 
told  by  the  old  residents  that  Gov.  Smith 
was  for  some  years  a  resident  of  this  town. 
History  seemed  to  contradict  this,  as  he  was 
the  representative  of  Rupert  at  the  same  time 
he  was  claimed  to  be  a  resident  here.  Our 
solution  of  the  question  is  that  he  lived  on 
disputed  land  between  Rupert  and  Pawlet, 
which  on  a  final  settlement  was  adjudged  to 
this  town.  He  was  from  Suffield,  Ct.,  1783, 
a  graduate  of  Yale,  an  Attorney,  in  the  leg- 
islature four  years,  a  member  of  congress  from 
1791  to  1797.  En  1797,  he  was  chief  justice 
of  this  State.  In  1800,  he  was  again  in  con- 
gress and  served  one  term  when  he  was  elect- 
ed U.  S.  senator,  which  office  ho  held  until 
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1807,  when  he  was  chosen  governor.  He 
died  in  Rutland,  in  1310,  aged  51. 

Smith,  Hon.  Noah,  a  brother  of  Gov.. 
Smith,  and  who  graduated  at  Yale  with  him, 
came  here  during  the  early  years  of  the  Rev- 
olution ;  he  too  was  an  attorney.  At  that 
day  it  was  confidently  expected  that  this  town 
would  become  the  county  seat  of  the  present 
counties  of  Bennington  and  Rutland ;  hence 
the  influx  of  distinguished  men  to  this  place. 
Being  disappointed,  Noah  Smith  returned  to 
Bennington,  and  delivered  the  first  anniver- 
sary oration  in  commemoration  of  the  battle 
of  Bennington  in  1778.  He  was  State's  attor- 
ney from  1781  several  years,  and  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State;  in  the  whole  five 
years.  He  removed  to  Chittenden  County 
about  1800,  and  soon  after  died. 

Soullard,  Edward  S.,  from  Saratoga,  N. 
Y.,  1828,  m  Fanny,  da.  of  John  Crapo,  who 
died  in  1852,  aged  49 ;  2d,  Julianna,  da.  of 
Shubel  Barden,  of  Rupert,  and  settled  here. 
He  was  several  years  a  preacher  of  the  Meth 
odist  church,  which  connection,  he  left  in 
1831.  He  afterwards  became  a  Baptist  min- 
ister, and  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Middle- 
dletown.  He  retired  from  the  clerical  pro- 
fession some  20  years  since. 

Spencer,  Hon.  Chester,  is  the  son  of 
Stephen  Spencer,  one  of  the  early  and  respect- 
ed citizens  of  this  town.  He  was  brought  up 
to  the  trade  of  clothier  under  Capt.  Abner 
Lumbard.  He  has  long  been  a  resident  of 
Castleton,  where  he  has  filled  many  responsi- 
ble offices. 

Sojjier,  Truman,  a  native  of  Woodbury, 
Ct„  settled  as  an  attorney  on  the  present 
premises  of  Daniel  F.  Cushman.  He  was 
here  at  an  early  day,  and  removed,  about 
1800,  to  Manchester,  where  he  held  the  office 
of  states'  attorney  2  years,  judge  of  probate 
3  years,  and  was  secretary  to  the  governor 
and  council  several  year3.  He  died  in  1815, 
aged  81. 

Stark,  Capt.  John,  we  believe  from  New 
Hampshire,  prior  to  1770,  was  a  leading  cit- 
izen and  large  landholder.  He  settled  on  the 
farm,  and  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Hammond.iwhich  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses 
in  town.  Hf;,as  cousin  of  Gen.  John  Stark, 
and  commander  a  company  at  Bennington 
battle.  He  raised  a  family  of  12  danghters 
and  one  son,  Samuel,  who  removed  to  Oswe- 
go Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of  tne  first  judges 
appointed  in  the  State  (in  1788).    The  rec- 
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ords  of  the  town  show  him  to  have  been  a 
man  of  standing  and  influence.  He  removed 
to  Grand  Isle  about  1800,  and  was  soon  after 
instantly  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse.  IT 1 3 
son  Samuel  raised  a  family  before  he  left 
town,  of  10  daughters  and  4  sons. 

Stevens,  Peter,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct., 
17S3,  married  Mercy  House.  His  father's 
name  was  Joseph,  who  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Tim- 
othy Stevens,  who  for  30  years  was  the  Con- 
gregational minister  of  Glastenbury,  and  dit-d 
in  1726.  Peter  Stevens  was  one  of  a  family 
of  14  children  ;  he  raised  a  family  of  6  ;  Jared, 
Jonathan,  Sector,  Hoel,  Joel  and  Betsey  ; 
and  died  in  1838,  aged  80  ;  his  wife  in  1833, 
aged  70. 

Stevens,  Jonathan,  m.  Margaret,  da.  of 
Robert  Riley.  He  may  be  considered  the 
father  of  the  woolen-nianufacturing-business 
in  this  town.  In  1812,  in  connection  with 
John  Strong,  ho  erected  the  first  woolen-mill 
in  town  at  West  Pawiet.  In  1832,  he  built  a. 
large  mill  on  Pawiet  river,  which  was  burnt 
about  1850.  He  then  removed  to  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  run  a  mill  several  years,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Robert  R.  Lie  <ie  I 
in  1865,  aged  76  ;  his  wife  in  1860,  aged  72,. 
He  had  6  children:  Annis,  Malona,  long  a. 
teacher  of  the  higher  and  ornamental  branch- 
es ;  Lora,  who  died  in  1853,  aged  38  ;  Mary, 
who  married  Hon.  Oscar  F.  Thompson,  of 
Granville,  N.  Y.;  Joel  and  Robert  R.,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Luther  Cathcart. 

Stevens,  Joel,  twin  brother  of  Hoel,  mar- 
ried Rachel  S.  Phelps,  and  succeeded  to  his 
father's  estate.  He  removed  to  Granville,. 
N.  Y.,  about  1852,  where  he  erected  a  paper- 
mill  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  which  was  burned, 
uninsured,  soon  after  he  commenced  business. 
He  is  the  inventor  of  the  cheese-pan  and 
stove  combined,  a  great  improvement  in  the 
manufacture  of  cheese. 

Stewart.  Philo  P.,  nephew  of  Deacon 
John  Penfleld,  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  harness-business  under  him.  About 
1825,  he  went  as  lay  missionary  to  the  west- 
ern Indians,  where  he  continued  a  few  years. 
He  next  turns  up  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
has  achieved  a  wide  reputation  as  the  inven- 
tor of  the  Stewart  stove. 

Stoddard,  Capt*  Nathan  A.,  from  Connec- 
ticut about  1810;  m  Kuth  Judson,  a aeaioua 
member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
prominent  in  the  temperance  reform.  He  re- 
moved West  some  thirty  years  since.  His 
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youngest  son,  Rev.  Judson  B.  Stoddard,  is  a 
Congregational  minigter  in  Connecticut. 

Stone,  Rev.  Levi  H.  ,from  NortMeld,  suc- 
ceeded Rev.  Azariah  Hyde  in  the  pastorate 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  1866.  Chaste 
and  elegant  in  diction  and  elocution,  he  fixes 
impressions  on  his  hearers  with  uncommon 
force  and  brilliancy.  He  commands  in  ad- 
vance the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  class- 
es of  community.  He  was  chaplain  to  the 
first  Vt.  legiment  in  1861. 

Streeter,  Dr.  M.  H.,  from  Hebron,  N.  Y., 
settled  at  West  Pawlet  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  1866  as  successor  to  Dr.  R.  G. 
Monroe. 

Strong,  Phineas,  m.  Anna,  da.  of  Asa 
Field,  and  settled  at  the  village  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  He  was  in  the  legislature 
2  years ;  died  in  1839,  aged  ol  ;  his  widow  in 
1861,  aged  67  ;  he  had  10  children  ;  of  whom 
Justin  was  burnt  to  death  at  Fort  Plain, 
when  about  25  years  old;  Rollin  F.  was  a 
graduate  of  Middlebury,  1827,  settled  as  at- 
torney at  Middleburgh,  N.  Y. ;  Martin  D. 
succeeded  to  his  father's  business ;  was  post 
master  4  years,  town  clerk  6  years  ;  removed 
to  Michigan  in  1854,  and  is  now  judge  of 
probate.  Gustavus  was  a  printer ;  John  a 
teacher;  Phineas  is  a  physician  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ;  Return  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Mexi- 
can war,  and  died  in  New  Orleans;  Guy  C. 
is  a  graduate  of  Middlebury,  and  a  Congre- 
gational minister  in  Michigan ;  Ann  F.  m 
William  F.  Bascomb,  late  principal  of  the 
Burr  and  Burton  Seminary,  and  now  clerk 
in  a  department  of  government  at  Washing- 
ton ;  Helen  m.  Dr.  Moses  Porter,  2d,  and  re- 
cently died. 

Strong,  Return,  Jr.,  m.  Laura,  da.  of 
Gen.  Thomas  Davis,  of  Montpelier  and  set- 
tled at  the  village  in  the  mercantile  business; 
was  in  the  legislature  3  years;  deputy  sheriff 
several  years  and  died  in  1833,  aged  42,  leav- 
ing children.  Thomas  D.  and  Laura  D. 
The  former  a  physician  at  Westtield,  N.  Y. ; 
the  latter  late  female  principal  of  Burr  and 
Burton  Seminary. 

Strong,  Capt.  Walter,  removed  to  Chaut- 
auque  county  in  1827,  raised  a  family  of  6 
daughters.  Capt.  Strong  is  a  man  of  stand- 
ing and  influence;  he  removed  lately  to 
Cleveland  0. 

Strong,  Capt.  Timothy,  from  Connecticut 
about  1S10;  was  noted  for  his  exertions  to 
improve  the  breed  of  sheep.  lie  was,  wo  un- 


derstand a  relative,  of  Col.  Humphreys,  of 
Connecticut,  who  brought  to  this  country  the 
first  Spanish  merino  sheep.  Some  of  these 
sheep  were  brought  here,  and  distributed 
about  the  country.  He  removed  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Vt.,  in  1816,  where  he  died 
in  1842. 

Strong,  John,  m.  Nancy  a  daughter  of 
Findlay  Mc  Naughton,  and  settled  at  West 
Pawlet  in  the  woolen-manufacture.  He  was 
from  Glastenbury,  Ct.  He  removed  some 
years  since  to  Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y.  where  he 
died  in  1857,  aged  68.  They  had  8  children; 
Marcellus  is  a  printer  and  editor  at  Madison, 
Wis.  ;  Thomas  J.  lost  a  foot  at  "  Dutch  Gap  " 
canal,  and  is  a  Brig.  General ;  Gustavus  A. 
was  in  the  service. 

Sykes,  J  a.  ob,  from  Connecticut,  settled  in 

1782.  Several  brothers  came  with  him  who 
settled  in  Dorset,  where  their  descendants  are 
numerous.  He  was  a  thrifty  farmer.  He 
died  in  1843,  aged  83. 

Taylor,  Samuel,  from  Springfield,  Mass., 
1780  ;  settled  at  the  villago  where  he  wrought 
at  blacksmithing  50  years.  He  had  5  sons 
brought  up  at  the  same  business.  He  died  in 
1844,  aged  76. 

Toby,  Josiah,  from  Falmouth,  Mass.,  1783; 
m.  Lydia  Baker  ;  succeeded  Joseph  Hascall 
as  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  in  1815; 
raised  7  children,  and  died  in  1843,  aged  81. 

Toby,  Col.  Josiah,  Jr.,  m.  Loret'e,  da,  of 
Joseph  P.  Upham  and  succeeded  to  his  home- 
stead. He  was  held  in  high  estimation  as  a 
citizen,  and  magistrate,  having  held  the  of- 
fice of  justice  28  years.  He  had  3  sons,  Azro, 
Chipman  J.  and  George,  who  succeeded  to 
the  homestead. 

Toby,  Reuben,    from   Falmouth,  Mass., 

1783,  m.  Rebecca  Weeks.  He  acquired  a 
handsome  property;  was  one  of  the  first  dea- 
cons of  the  Second  Baptist  church  j  removed 
to  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  1850,  and  died  in  1852, 
aged  83.  His  wife  a  few  days  after  aged  82; 
had  6  children  ;  Arthur,  Zenas,  Reuben,  Sal- 
ly, Rebecca  and  Emily. 

Todd,  Dr.  Eliel,  settled  on  the  present 
homestead  of  Joseph  B.  SafTord,  and  was  the 
first  physician  in  the  north  part  cvSfthe  town. 
He  was  a  skillful  and  talented, ,  ivysician  and 
tradition  invests  him  with  rale  endowments. 
He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolution.  lie 
died  in  17U3,  from  poison  accidently  taken. 
His  son,  Jonathan,  first  settled  near  George 
W.  Burt's.    He  removed  to  Granville,  where 
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he  was  known  as  an  intelligent  and  influen- 
tial politician.  About  1S50,  he  kept  the  brick- 
tavern  at  North  Granville,  whence  he  went 
West,  but  did  not  long  survive. 

(JpHAif,  Joseph  P.,  from  Sturbridge,  Ct., 
1810,  was  a  prominent  citizen.  He  had  8 
children  of  whom  Huldah  m.  Rev.  Nehemiah 
Nelson.  Ann  m.  Arch  Bishop,  long  a  mer- 
chant at  Granville.  They  removed  some 
years  since  to  Wisconsin,  where  their  daugh- 
ter, Maria,  married  Hon.  Charles  A.  Eldridge, 
member  of  congress.  Joseph  has  been  a 
merchant  in  Brooklyn  N.  Y.  Mr.  Upham 
died  in  1S5.7,  aged  93 ;  Mrs.  Rosabella  Tuttle 
in  18 — ,  aged  93. 

Utley,  Capt.  Leonard,  m.  Fidelia,  da.  of 
Arunah  Hanks,  and  succeeded  to  his  home- 
stead. His  wife  dying,  he  married  a  widow 
Eastman,  and  removed  to  Otto,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1864,  aged  70.  -He  was  considered 
the  best  military  officer  the  town  ever  pro- 
duced. He  raised  a  family  of  7  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Jane,  who  married  Jonathan  Good- 
rich and  is  the  mother  of  18  children,  all 
living. 

Viets,  Seth,  from  Granby,  Ct,,'1780,  a 
cousin  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Viets  Gris- 
wold,  bishop  of  the  Eastern  diocese,  which, 
until  1833,  included  Vermont.  He  died 
1823,  aged  85  ;  his  wife  in  1817,  aged  63. 

Viets,  Seth,  Jr.,  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead and  raised  a  large  family,  and  died  in 
1847,  aged  75;  his  wife  in  1859,  aged  SO. 

Viets,  Capt  Henry,  married  Harriet 
Shaw  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
West  Pawlet.    They  have  4  children. 

Wade,  Alpheus,  from  Rhode  Island,  1785; 
raised  a  large  family  who  enjoyed  good  edu- 
cational advantages.  Alpheus  is  a  Metho- 
dist preacher,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. :  John  a 
physician  in  Ohio,  died  in  18G6;  Mr.  Wade 
died  in  1341,  aged  70. 

Walker,  Rev.  Jason  F.,  from  having  been 
principal  of  the  Troy  Conference  Academy  at 
Poultney,  assumed  charge  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  the  village  in  1853.  About  his 
first  service  was  the  preaching  of  the  dedica- 
tion sermon.  He  soon  became  of  the  "  Pro- 
gressive" school  and  under  his  auspices  an 
independent  reli^O  us  society  was  soon  after 
organized.  Whatever  the  defects  or  excel- 
lences of  his  views  and  theories,  he  exerted 
a  magnetic  and  fascinating  influence  over 
the  adherents  to  his  peculiar  views.  lie  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin. 


Warner,  Mark,  from  Northampton,  Mass., 
1799,  was  a  worthy  citizen  ;  he  had  4  sons: 
Elisha,  Spencer,  William  and  Mark.  Mark 
is  a  liberal  and  wealthy  capitalist  of  Chica- 
go. William  resides  in  Franklin  County, 
where  he  has  been' a  merchant.  Mr.  Warn- 
er died  in  1839,  aged  78  ;  his  wife  in  1857, 
aged  70. 

Welch,  Daniel,  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  1763, 
I  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  town.  He 
settled  on  the  present  town  farm.  He  was  a 
wide-awake  thorough-going  man,  and  was 
familiarly  called  "  Governor"  Welch.  He 
was  m.  four  times  :  first  to  Polly  Bryant ; 
next  to  Catharine  Risden,  in  1788  •  next  to 
Return  Strong's  widow  in  1813  ;  next  to  wid- 
ow Kent,  of  Dorset.  His  numerous  family 
of  children  are  all  dead  or  have  left  town, 
and  he  has  few  descendants  left  here.  In 
1822,  he  removed  to  Mendon,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1827,  aged  81. 

Whedon,  Edmund,  from  Ct.,  1787,  settled 
on  the  present  homestead  of  Allen  Whedon. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  which  was  organized  at  h;s 
house  in  1791.  He  was  a  substantial,  enter- 
prising man,  and  contributed  largely  to  build 
up  West  Pawlet,  where  he  erected  some  of 
the  first  mills  in  town.  He  removed  to  Cay- 
uga Co.,  N.  Y.,  1815,  and  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age. 

Whedon,  Ansel,  from  Ct.,  17S7,  settled  a 
few  rods  south  of  his  brother  Edmund.  He  ac- 
cumulated a  large  estate  all  in  one  body, 
sufficient  to  give  each  one  of  his  7  children 
an  excellent  farm.  He  died  in  1826,  age  1 
62;  his  widow  Rachel  in  1837,  aged  71 ;  chil- 
dren were  David,  Ansel,  John,  Samuel, 
Rachel,  Lorene  and  Agnes.  Lorene  m.  Rev. 
Archibald  Wait,  who  removed  to  Chicago 
where  she  died  in  1S65,  aged  60. 

Whedon,  David,  m.  Lucy,  da.  of  Nehe- 
miah  Allen,  and  settled  on  Edmund  Whe- 
don's  homestead.  He  was  an  exemplary  citi- 
zen and  was  highly  esteemed.  He  died  in 
1S5S,  aged  70.  His  widow  survives,  at  the 
age  of  71.  They  raised  7  children:  James, 
David,  Ansel,  Allen,  Oscar,  John  M.  and  Lu- 
cinda.  Ansel  m.  Mary  Hatch  and  settled  in 
Fairfax  Co.,  Va.,  whence  he  was  driven  off 
by  the  confederates  in  1861. 

Wufdon,  James,  married  Roxana  Howe, 
and  raised  4  children:  Mohala,  Lucy.  Anne 
an  1  Charles.  He  has  boon  music  teacher  and 
chorister  over  thirty  years,    lie  removed  to  • 

Poultney,  iu  1867. 
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Whedojt,  David,  Jr.,  kept  store  at  the 
village  from  1843  to  1854,  the  latter  part  of 
the  time  in  connection  with  Hiram  Wick- 
ham.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of 
Manchester  several  years.  He  removed  to 
Albion,  N.  Y..  in  1854. 

Wilcox,  J  a  red,  had  a  family  of  10  chil- 
dren, 8  of  whom  and  his  wife  died  of  con- 
sumption ;  one  son  and  one  daughter  remov- 
ed. Electa,  the  daughter  married  Jonathan 
T.  Evarts,  a  brother  of  Jeremiah  Evans,  late 
secretary  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  Mr.  Wilcox  removed  to  Georgia, 
Vt.,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 

Wick  ham,  Isaac,  from  Glastenbury,  Ct., 
1799,  was  a  man  of  great  circumspection, 
and  deacon  of  the  second  Baptist  church 
from  1825  to  his  death  in  1835,  aged  64.  His 
widow,  whose  name  was  Ruth  Bid  well,  died 
in"  18-57,  aged  82.  They  had  5  children: 
Robert,  Hiram,  William,  Willis  and  Maria. 
Hiram  has  been  town  clerk  since  1853  and 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Battenkill  Bank 
several  years.  William  is  a  methodist  preach- 
er and  resides  in  Chester,  N.  Y. 

Wheeler,  Russell  C,  kept  store  and  the 
post  office  several  years  at  the  village  from 
1831.  ' 

Wheeler,  Margaret.  We  find  it  record- 
ed on  the  tomb-stone  in  the  village  cemetery, 
that  Margaret  Wheeler  was  the  first  person 
interred  in  that  yard.  Sl:3  died  in  1776, 
aged  88.  From  the  best  information  we  can 
obtain  we  believe  she  was  the  mother  of  the 
wife  of  Col.  Elisha  Clark. 

Willard,  Capt.  Jonathan  (by  Henry 
Willard).  Capt.  Willard,  the  principal  gran- 
tee and  settler  of  this  town,  was  born  in 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  about  1720.  He  m.  Sarah 
Childs,  who  died,  leaving  3  children  :  Sam 
uel,  Mary  and  Joseph.    Next,  he  married  in 

succession  Hough  and  a  widow  Stark, 

neither  of  whom  had  issue  by  hun  ;  he  died 
in  Rutland  1804,  aged  81.  In  early  life,  he 
was  for  many  years  an  inhabitant  of  Col- 
chester, Ct.  His  principal  business  appears 
to  have  boon  that  of  a  trader.  He  owned 
and  commanded  a  vessel  trading  from  ports 
in  New  England  to  New  York.  A  short 
time  subsequent  to  1750,  he  removed  to  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  where  he  kept  a  public  house, 
the  only  English  tavern  then  in  the  city. 
About  this  time,  by  contract  with  govern- 
ment, he  furnished  stores  for  the  army  then 
at  lake  George,  in  which  business  he  em- 


ployed 40  yoke  of  oxen.  Tradition  tells  U3 
that  he  made  a  large  amount  of  money,  and 
it  b  related  that  at  one  time,  when  his  fears 
were  excited  by  an  expected  invasion,  he 
tilled  a  strong  cask  with  silver,  rolled  it  be- 
side the  chimney  and  sealed  it  up,  making  it 
appear  as  though  there  was  no  space  there. 
After  residing  in  Albany  8  years,  he  removed 
to  old  Saratoga  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1760>  he  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Hampshire  Grants,  in  company  with  two 
others.  They  selected  three  townships  of 
land,  each  of  6  miles  square,  and  then  drew 
lots  for  choice.  Pawlet  fell  to  our  grantee, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  had  large  rights  in 
the  other  two  which  were  Danby  and  Mt. 
Tabor.  He  then  entered  the  names  of  his 
old  neighbors  in  Connecticut,  and  obtained  a 
charter  Aug.,  1861.  Immediately  after  the 
location  of  the  township,  he  repaired  to  Col- 
chester and  informed  his  friends  of  what  he 
had  done.  For  a  mug  of  flip  or  a  new  hat  he 
purchased  many  of  their  rights  until  he  be- 
came possessed  of  just  two-thirds  of  the  town. 
The  other  third,  he  was  extremely  anxious 
to  have  immediately  settled.  Accordingly 
this  same  year  Simon  Burton  and  Win.  Fair- 
field came  into  town.  Mr.  Burton  settled 
and  made  the  first  clearing  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Cushman,  and  here  the 
first  50  acres  of  land  were  given  to  the  wife 
of  Mr  Burton  for  being  the  first  woman  set- 
tled in  town.  On  this  ground  the  first  cele- 
bration of  the  fourth  of  July  was  held  in 
1761,  when  an  ox  was  roasted  whole.  The 
next  year,  1762,  Capt.  Willard  came  in:o 
town  with  9  hired  men  and  several  horses. 
He  pitched  his  tent  near  Henry  Allen's  and 
by  Fall  had  cleared  several  acres  and  sowed 
it  with  wheat.  He  then  returned  to  his 
home  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  remained 
two  or  three  years.  Meeting  with  heavy 
losses  in  the  lumber  business  about  this  time, 
in  1764  or  1765,  he  returned  with  his  family 
to  his  clearing  in  this  town.  At  this  time  he 
had  lost  half  his  capital,  which  was  the  sole 
cause  of  his  settling  in  the  township  which 
he  bought  for  the  purpose  of  speculation. 
As  a  man,  Capt.  Willard  was  strong,  elastic, 
wiry  and  enduring  ;  mentv.J'y  he  was  a  quick 
discemer  of  the  intention »  of  men.  shrewd 
and  sound  in  judgment.  He  sprung  from  a 
noble  stock  being  descended  in  the  fourth 
generation  from  the  ninth  son  of  Major  Pi- 
nion Willard,  who  came  from  the  county  of 
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Kent,  England,  to  Boston,  1G34.  He  was 
a  thorough  business  man,  and  in  testimony 
of  his  uprightness,  it  is  said  he  was  univer- 
sally respected  by  those  with  whom  he  did 
business.  His  name  is  held  in  great  venera- 
tion by  his  numerous  descendants.  His  last 
wife  died  in  1804,  aged  74. 

Willard,  Col.  Samuel  (By  Henry  Wil- 
lard),  m.  Sarah  Stark,  da.  of  his  father's 
third  wife  and  raised  7  children  ;  Jonathan, 
Samuel,  Benjamin,  Archibald,  Robert,  Sarah 
and  Maria.  Jonathan  m.  Abigail,  da.  of 
Major  Roger  Rose;  Samuel  m.  a  da.  of  John 

Burnham,  and  Robert  m.  Gardner,  both 

of  Middletown  ;  Sarah  m.  Reuben  Smith  and 
Maria,  Ira  Smith.  This  family  of  Willards 
all  left  town  many  years  since,  and  settled 
mostly  in  northern  New  York,  where  in 
some  places  the  name  is  quite  common. 
From.,  one  of  these  sprung  Daniel  Willard  j 
Fisk,  of  the  Astor  Library,  N.  Y.,  who  is  a  j 
distinguished  linguist.  Col.  Willard  was  a 
leading  man  during  his  short  life.  Our  tra- 
dition is  that  he  was  a  colonel  of  militia  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  French  war.  He  was 
also  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga.  He  built  the 
old.  red  grist-mill ;  he  died  in  17S8,  aged  43. 
Mary,  only  da.  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Willard, 
m.  Elkanah  Cobb,  and  raised  7  children  ; 
Elkanah,  Willard,  John,  Joshua,  James  B., 
Mary  and  Sophia  (see  "  Elkanah  Cobb)," 
James  B.  was  educated  at  Burlington,  arrd 
afterwards  a  graduate  of  West  Point.  He 
recruited  a  company  for  the  war  of  1812,  but 
not  being  allowed  by  government  to  com- 
mand it,  he  broke  his  sword  and  resigned  his 
commission  of  lieutenant.  He  was  a  man 
of  uncommonly  prepossessing  appearance  and 
decided  abilities;  soon  after  this  he  went 
south,  and  settled  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
From  him  sprung  the  Hon.  Howell  Cobb. 
Sophia,  youngest  da.  of  Elkanah  Cobb,  m. 
Zadoc  Remington,  of  Castleton. 

Willard,  Joseph  (by  Henry  Willard), 
youngest  son  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Willard,  was 
born  in  Colchester,  Ct.,  1750.  He  in.  Sarah 
Hare,  and  raised  five  children;  Margaret, 
Betsey,  John,  Andrew  and  George.  The 
singularity  of  the  marriage  of  Joseph  may  be 
considered  worthy  of  record.  Her  father 
was  an  English  officer  in  command  at  Fort 
Stanwtx,  and  fell  in  a  hand  to  hand  con- 
flict with  the  American  olhcer,  in  which  both 
were  killed.  Capt.  Hare's  widow  with  throe 
or  four  children  and  a  black  servant,  sought 


refuge  in  Canada,  and  by  a  roundabout  way 
to  avoid  our  forces,  journeyed  through  this 
town,  and  put  up  at  Capt.  Willard's  tavern, 
expecting  to  proceed  in  the  morning.  Dur- 
ing the  night  a  sudden  thaw  ensued  and  they 
were  compelled  to  xemain.  Soon  an  attach- 
ment sprung  up  between  Joseph  and  Sarah, 
and  her  parent  was  induced  to  stay  to  see 
how  it  would  end  :  which  was  by  marriage 
in  her  17th  year.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  to  state  that  her  father  was  a  captain  in 
Butler's  Rangers  under  Col.  Butler  the  noted 
tory.  When  Butler  held  Fort  Stanwix 
(Rome  N.  Y.,)  he  sent  Capt.  Hare  with  hU 
company,  and  three  hundred  Indians  out  up- 
on a  scouting  expedition.  A  man  named 
Davis  who  had  married  Capt.  Hare's  sister, 
was  a  captain  in  the  American  service.  Ac- 
cidentally they  met  upon  this  occasion.  Each 
demanded  of  the  other  a  surrender,  which 
each  denied.  Each  fired  upon  the  other, 
when  both  fell  at  the  same  instant,  mortally 
wounded  at  each  other's  feet.  (Col.  Hare's 
family  history,  Canada  West).  This  was  in- 
deed a  melancholy  fate  for  the  two  brothers- 
in-law,  especially  when  it  is  remembered 
that  they  had  always  been  warm  friends 
aside  from  political  animosities.  She  was 
left  behind  while  the  laraily  proceeded  oa 
their  way.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  judg- 
ment, memory  and  physical  endurance.  To 
her  the  writer  of  this  sketch  is  indebted  tor 
many  facts  in  relation  to  the  family.  Joseph 
Willard  passed  his  days  at  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Daniel  McGrath,  and  died  in  io'29, 
aged  80.    His  widow  in  IS  16,  aged  SO. 

Willard,  Andrew,  owns  and  occupies 
land  which  has  been  in  the  family  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  town.  He  has  been 
confined  mostly  to  his  house  and  bed  for  the 
last  12  years  with  a  spinal  complaint,  which, 
he  has  borne  with  cheerful  fortitude.  His 
only  son  Henry  lives  with  his  father. 

Willard,  Sl las,  m.  a  da.  of  Ebenezer 
Baker,  and  settled  at  the  village.  He  strug- 
gled through  life  against  the  adverse  influ- 
ences of  poor  health  and  slender  means,  and 
maintained  a  highly  respectable  character. 
He  died  in  Granville,  N.  Y.,  in  1S59,  aged 
66,  leaving  4  children  ;  Cyrenius  M.,  is  au 
attorney,  and  judge  of  probate,  and  was  cash- 
ier of  the  Castleton  Bank,  from  L853  to  ISGo. 

Willard,  Dr.  James  H.,  a  brother  oi  Sth  s 
Willard,  m.  Nancy,  a  da.  of  Ephrairo  Fitch, 
and  practiced  his  profession  here  a  few  years. 
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He  removed  to  Brownhelm,  Ohio,  in  1830, 
and  died  in  15-5^5 ;  his  wife  in  1863. 

Willey,  Asa,  from  Colchester,  Ct.,  1778, 
died  in  1625,  aged  80;  his  widow  in  1827, 
aged  79.  They  left  11  childrea  ;  Asa  lives 
in  Uuadilla,  N.  Y.T  at  the  age  of  88.  Zecha- 
riah  died  in  1S66,  aged  85  ;  Betsey  m.  1st,  Gid- 
eon Gilford,  who  died  in  1810,  aged  50.  2d, 
Nathan  Brown,  and  died  in  Castile,  N.  Y., 
in  1855,  aged  91.  Sally  is  the  widow  of 
Capt.  Bushnell,  and  with  her  sister,  Lucy,  81 
years  of  age,  lives  on  the  homestead. 

Willis,  Alles,  from  Shelburn,  Mass.,  m. 
Nancy  Barden.  He  died  in  1858,  aged  80. 
His  widow  survives  at  the  age  of  78. 

Winchester,  Andrew,  from  New  Leba- 
non, Ct.,  1786  ;  settled  on  the  present  home- 
stead of  his  grandson,  Norman.  His  wife, 
whose  name  was  Lydia  Carver,  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Gov.  John  Carver,  the  first 
governor  of  Plymouth  colony  in  1620.  He 
died  in  1827,  aged  66.- 

Winchester,  Joel,  m.  Sophia  Armstrong, 
of  Castleton,  and  succeeded  to  the  homestead 
of  his  father,  Andrew.  He  died  in  1846, 
aged  56  ;  his  widow  in  1S62,  aged  70.  They 
had  8  children,  of  whom  Charles  graduated 
at  Wesleyan  University,  became  an  attorney, 
and  is  county  judge  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

Wiseman,  John,  born  in  England,  1765  ; 
came  to  this  country  during  the  Revolution,  a 
soldier  in  the  British  service.  He  deserted 
•while  the  army  lay  on  the  Hudson,  and  be- 
ing hotly  pursued,  swam  the  river.  When 
his  pursuers  came  up,  they  fired  upon  him, 
but  to  no  purpose.  He  waved  his  hat  in 
triumph  and  exclaimed,  "  Boys  you  are  too 
late."  He  joined  our  army  and  continued  in 
it  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  settled  in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  town,  the  only  guide 
to  his  place  then  being  marked  trees.  He 
died  in  1815,  aged  60,  leaving  10  children. 

Wood,  David,  from  Plymouth,  Mass., 
1792,  settled  on  the  late  homestead  of  his  son, 
Luther  B.  Wood.  He  had  several  children 
and  died  in  1836,  aged  87.  His  wife  in 
1825,  aged  77. 

Wood,  Luther  B.,  succeeded  to  the  moun- 
tain home  of  his  father.  He  was  m.  four 
times,  and  raised  a  very  numerous  family. 
His  two  last  wives  were  daughters  of  Wil- 
liam Stoddard.  His  son  Martin  P.  was  killed 
at  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  May  12,  1864.  An- 
other son,  Henry  C.  was  among  the  first  to 


enter  the  service  for  3  years.     Mr.  Wool 
died  in  1865,  aged  80. 

Wood,  Rev.  Samuel,  M.,  succeeded  Rev. 
Mr.  Bonney  in  the  pa  torate  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  in  18j4,  and  continued  u:;- 
til  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Brunswick, 
N.  Y.  The  church  is  represented  as  having 
been  at  a  low  ebb,  at  the  time  he  a-s:.:..vi 
the  pastorate.  Diffident  and  .  nassuuuag  in 
his  deportment,  he  was  faithful  and  uuligea; 
in  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  da  lies. 

Wooster,  Henry,  from  Connecticut,  about  * 
1780;  settled  on  the  present  premises  of 
Daniel  Folger.  In  1793,  the  Episcopal  con- 
vention of  Vermont  met  at  his  auuse,  uui 
elected  the  first  Bishop  of  Vermont,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Bass,  who,  however,  did  no;  enter  on 
its  duties.  He  died  about  1820,  aged  80. 
He  left  two  sons,  Henry  and  Amos. 

Wooster,  Hesry,  Jr.,  m.  Dorothy  Bald- 
win, who  died  in  1817,  leaving  two  children  • 
Asa  and  Amanda.  The  latter  m.  Rev.  Mr. 
Stannard,  and  was  a  missionary  to  the  In- 
dians. Next  he  m.  Deborah  Loomis,  and 
died  in  1836,  aged  43,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Deborah,  who  m.  Luther  P.  Lincoln. 

Wright,  Samuel,  was  noted  as  a  hunter 
and  trapper,  and  spent  a  portion  o:  each 
year,  until  over  70  years  of  age,  in  the  north- 
ern forests  in  pursuit  of  his  favorite  game. 
He  died  in  1828,  aged  81. 

Wtright,  Samuel,  Jr.,  rn.  Rebecca,  da.  of 
Tracy  Cleveland ,  settled  near  his  father  s 
and  built  a  linseed  oil  mill  in  1814.  He  had 
two  sons:  Hoel  m.  Aurelia,  da.  of  Calvin 
Cleveland,  and  removed  to  Green  Bay.  Mich. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  regioa, 
and  is  a  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen. 
Rev.  Lucien  B.  Wright  became  aa  Episcopal 
minister  and  settled  in  Alabama,  where  ha 
died  at  an  early  age.  Mr.  Wright  removed 
to  Green  Bay  about  1S30,  and  recently  died. 

TOWN  CENSUS,  JANUARY  1,  1867. 

Whole  nnmber  of  inhabitants,  1.363; 
Males,  674;  Females,  689;  Aggregate  age, 
40.233  years.  Average  age  29.562.  O:  these 
362  are  voters.  Of  men  over  21,  there  are 
farmers,  283  ;  carpenters,  11  ;  manufacturers, 
7;  blacksmiths,  6  ;  shoemakers,  6  :  mas  ins,  6  , 
wagon-makers,  3;  painter*,  3;  weavers,  2; 
millwrights,  2:  harness  makers,  2;  tinners  3; 
tailors,  2;  gunsmith,  1;  photographer,  1; 
merchants,  8  ;  produce  dealers,  5  ;  grocer,  1 ; 
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hotel  keepers,  2:  station  agent,  1;  railroad 
employees,  5;  mail  carriers,  2 ;  clergymen, 
3 ;  physicians,  3 ;  attorneys,  2. 

There  ara  12  persons  in  town  from  80 
years  of  age  to  91. 

CHEESE- FACTORIES. 

The  first  cheese  factory  in  the  State  was 
established  on  the  premises  of  C.  S.  Bardwell, 
in  West  Pawl  t,  in  March  1864.  It  is  run  by 
a  joint  stock  company  incorporated  by  the 
legislature  in  1865,  and  has  a  capital  of 
about  .|  5,000  invested  in  buildings  and  nec- 
essary fixtures.  The  milk  of  about  475  cows, 
on  an  average,  has  been  delivered  here  for 
the  last  3  years.  The  whole  amount  of  milk 
for  three  seasons  is  4,849,759  lbs.  making 
486,267  lbs.  of  cheese,  market  weight,  being 
a  fraction  more  than  one  pound  of  cheese  to 
10  pounds  of  milk.  Net  .proceeds  of  the 
cheese,  all  expenses  paid.  $  90,000,  being  a 
fraction  over  18£  cents  per  pound.  The  cost 
of  manufacturing  cheese  at  this  establishment, 
including  every  expense  until  delivered  at 
the  depot  has  been  two  cents  per  pound.  The 
whole  management  is  under  the  supervision 
of  a  board  of  three  directors,  and  so  well  are 
its  patrons  satisfied  with  this  method  of 
cheese  making  that  the  association  will  iu 
the  present  year  very  much  enlarge  its  man- 
ufacturing capacity. 

Another  factory  was  established  at  the  vil- 
lage in  1865,  by  Rollin  C.  Wickham,  on  a 
rather  larger  scale,  which  has  been  equally 
euccessful.  We  have  no  returns  from  it. 
Still  another  factory  just  over  the  line  in 
Wells  was  established  in  1865  by  James  Nor- 
ton. More  than  half  its  milk  comes  irom 
this  town.  We  are  assured  that  the  cheese 
from  all  these  establishments  brings  the 
highest  price  in  market. 

Pawlet,  Oct.  19  1872. 

Miss  Hemenway, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  Oct, 
7th.  In  reply  to  your  question  as  to  the  au- 
thor of  the  lines  in  my  history  of  Pawlet  "  I 
beg  and  pray  both  night  and  day  "  &c.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  often  heard  my  father  re- 
peat them  (there  were  a  dozen  stanzas)  and 
name  the  author  who  was  known  to  him,  but 
I  fail  to  remember  his  name  or  any  other  en- 
tire stanza. 

I  have  never  seen  or  heard  the  "  song  " 
composed  by  Eldad  Curtis  on  leaving  town 
and  have  the  story  only  from  tradition.  In 


regard  to  the  Clergyman  who  became  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  it  was  the  Rev.  Daniel  Barber 
who  was  an  early  Missionary  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  this  town  and  vicinity  hue 
whose  residence  I  believe  was  in  Manchester, 
Vt. 

His  son  Virgil  H.  Barber  who  was  an  ac- 
complished classical  scholar  and  who  at  oca 
time  was  Principal  of  Fairfield  Academy 
(HerkimerCounty  NrY.)  first  became  attached 
to  the  Catholic  Church  and  it  was  said  that 
through  his  influence  hi3  Father  became  a 
convert.  I  remember  seeing  in  a  religious 
print  just  fifty  years  ago  a  notice  of  this  Vir- 
gil H.  Barber  at  Rome.  He  was  ordainel  in 
that  city  by  the  name  of  "  Virgillius  Barber- 
ini."  His  subsequent  history  is  unknown  to 
us.  I  am  well  pleased  that  you  have  reached 
Rutland  County. 

Yours  truly,  H.  Holltster. 

The  history  of  the  Barber  family,  (father 
and  son  of  which  were  among  the  early 
Protestant  Episcopal  missionaries  at  Pawlet, 
Manchester,  Burlington,  this  State,  Ciare- 
rnont,  N.  H.  &c.,)  links  with  the  religious 
history  of  Fanny  Allen,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Ethan  Allen  and  that  of  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Wm.  Tyler,  D.  D.  First  Bishop  of  Hart- 
ford, Ct.,  and  his  father's  family,  and  forms  a 
unique  chain  in  the  early  Catholic  history 
of  our  State.  We  have  considerable  mate- 
rial in  hand  for  these  parties,  but  hopeful 
to  obtain  more,  will  reserve  to  combine  it  in 
one  chapter,  under  the  biography  of  Bishop 
Tyler,  a  native  of  Derby, — the  history  of 
which  town  is  to  be  completed  for  the  next 
volume  we  hope.  Ed.] 

About  six  years  since  perhaps  a  little  over, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Guild,  a  native  of  this  town,  no-.v  a 
resident  of  Rupert  while  treating  a  hard  ca<e 
of  asthma  of  near  thirty  years  standing,  on 
which  he  had  expended  all  the  usual  mo  les 
of  treatment,  happily  undertook  to  prepare  a 
new  medicine  from  a  combination  of  several 
sure  plants  of  peculiar  properties  for  the 
bronchia  and  nervous  system.  His  medi- 
cine curing  even  to  his  surprise,  to  which  he 
scarce  looked  to  more  than  alleviate  this  dis- 
tressing case,"  he  tried  it  with  others  and 
invariably  it  seoma  with  the  same  success, 
The  Doctor  put  an  advertisement  into  the 
leading  New  York  papers,  offering  a  bottle 
free  to  every  infferer.  It  was  not  Ions  be- 
fore Guill's  Green  Mountain  Asthma  Cure  waa 
called  for  in  many  quarters  and  soon  reoom- 
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mendations  were  flowing  in  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  United  States. 

The  Doctor  started  his  sales  six  years 
since,  "  investing  only  $  16,20  capital,"  has 
never  put  in  an  additional  dollar.  On  its 
own  merits  it  has  worked  its  way  until  at 
present  it  yields  him  an  income  of  over 
$  12,000  per  annum.  Dr.  J.  PL  Guild  is  son 
of  Chauncey  and  grandson  of  John  Guild,  all 
of  Pawlet.  Ed. 

HON.  AARON  CLARK. 
BT  WHITFIELD  WALKER,  OF  WHITING. 

I  propose  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
Hon.  Aaron  Clark,  one  of  Vermont's  distin- 
guished sons,  who  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vt., 
about  the  year  17S9.  He  was  the  second  son 
of  David  Clark,  and  the  first  born  of  his 
mother,  Lydia  Clark,  she  being  the  second 
wife  of  his  father.  When  he  was  quite  a 
small  boy,  his  father  settled  in  Whiting, — 
commencing  on  a  new  farm,  and  sharing,  in 
common  with  others,  the  privations  and 
hardships  incident  to  a  new  settlement.  He 
had  the  misfortune,  early  in  life,  to  become 
an  orphan.  June  9,  1799,  his  father  was 
drowned  in  Otter  Creek,  leaving  a  wife  and 
4  sons  ( one  by  his  first  marriage )  and  3 
daughters,  to  struggle  with  life's  realities,  in 
the  great  battle  of  life.  Fortunately,  his 
mother  was  a  woman  of  sterling  qualities, 
both  in  head  and  heart,  and  hesitated  not  to 
meet  the  issue  with  heroic  fortitude  and  dis- 
criminating firmness.  Most  naturally  would 
she  have  looked  to  this  son  to  aid  her  in 
life's  coming  battle,  surrounded  as  she  was 
by  little  ones.  But  no  ;  she  embraced  the 
first  opportunity  to  place  him  under  the  care 
and  guardianship  of  a  gentleman,  then  a 
resident  of  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  till  he  should 
reach  his  majority  ;  doing  this  with  perfect 
confidence,  although  this  gentleman  was  an 
entire  stranger  to  her.  So  eagle-eyed  were 
her  perceptions  of  human  character,  that  she 
never  had  cause  to  regret  what  most  mothers 
would  have  deemed  madness,  or  at  least  the 
height  of  imprudence. 

That  gentleman,  (I  regret  that  I  have  lost 
his  name,)  in  the  great  generosity  of  his  na- 
ture, gave  the  subject  of  this  notice  a  classical 
education  at  Union  College,  where  he  gradu- 
ated with  distinguished  honors.  Subse- 
quently, he  studied  the  profession  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Albany  Co., 
N.  Y.    His  great  intellectual  calibre,  sterling 


integrity,  and  affable  and  urbane  manner, 
were  such  no  long  time  wa3  required  to  bring 
him  into  notice.  About  this  time  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  was  elected  governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  made  Mr.  Clark  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  retaining  him  until  the  close 
of  his  gubernatorial  career,  when  Mr.  Clark 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  a  series  of  years,  during  which  he  pub- 
lished a  legislative  manual,  I  am  told  is  still 
in  use.  About  1825,  or  '26,  he,  with  hid 
family,  removed  from  Albany  to  the  City  of 
New  York,  having  accumulated  a  fortune  of 
$  12,000,  since  which,  as  he  told  the  writer  in 
1834  or  '35,  it  had  accumulated  to  ^90,000. 
In  1340,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  which  office  he  held  2  years, 
in  which  he  acquitted  himself  so  as  to  com- 
mand the  respect,  not  only  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  but  of  th-e  entire  State. 

While  his  mother  lived  he  frequently  vis- 
ited her,  and  also  the  house  of  the  writer, 
with  his  accomplished  wife  and  family.  That 
mother  he  never  forgot,  nor  did  he  forget  to 
honor  the  father,  whose  life  was  prematurely 
closed  at  the  age  of  43  years.  He  erected  a 
plain  marble  slab  at  the  head  of  his  grave, 
about  the  year  1812,  on  which  is  inscribed 
the  following  sentiment : 

"  The  world's  a  loser  when  a  good  man  dies." 

CHRISTMAS. 

BT  HARRIET  A.  CIIAPIIX. 

A  merry  Christinas,  for  yon.  cousin  Ann 

With  a  happy  New  Year  in  view, 
And  believe  that  in  heart,  easily  I  can 

Find  many  kind  wishes  for  yon. 

The  storm  king  is  without  and  round  abont 
Ilis  bugle  I  hear  in  the  wind  blast; 

A  snow  white  sheet,  he  has  strewn  without 
And  with  heavy  clouds,  the  sky  overcast. 

Time  as  on  wings  of  wind  is  quickly  fleeting  by. 
And  many  precious  years  are  past 

And  a  heavy  burden,  on  conscience  lies  ; 
But,  let  the  future  be  improved  at  last. 


MOTIIER  AND  BAB E — Ext racL 

Heaven  claims  the  warm  young  heart 

As  stars  are  claimed  by  even  ; 
And  soft  as  twilight  rays  depart, 

She  soars  from  earth  to  heaven. 

As  summer  breeze  at  even — 

With  smile  so  calm  and  mild, 
Soft  let  her  bear  to  heaven 

Her  fair— her  precious  child. 

Mart  Robixsox. 
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PITTSFIELD. 

BY  REV.  W.  R.  BLOSSOM. 

The  township  of  Pittsfield  is  a  gore  of  land 
lying  between  Stockbridge,  on  the  east,  Roch- 
ester on  the  north,  and  Chittenden  on  the  west, 
and,  in  a  triangular  form,  the  most  southern 
point  cornering  on  the  town  of  Sherburne.  It 
was  represented  to  contain  land  equal  in  amount 
to  a  township  and  a  half,  and  was  chartered 
July  29,  1781.  by  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  then 
Governor  of  Vermont,  to  Samuel  Wilcox,  Dan- 
iel Kinne  and  Josiah  Wright  aud  their  associ- 
ates, being  about  130  in  number;  mostly  or 
all  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. 

The  first  proprietors'  meeting  was  holden  at 
Danby  in  December,  1731,  and  Daniel  Kinne 
was  their  first  moderator,  and  Solomon  Stod- 
dard proprietors'  clerk ;  at  which  time,  also,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  lay  out  aud  allot 
the  township:  who  accordingly  laid  out  52  \ 
acres  to  each  proprietor,  and  a  like  number  of 
acres  to  each  of  the  public  reservations,  agree- 
ably to  the  charter,  which  they  called  the  first 
division. 

In  1787  they  made  another  allotment  of  40 
acres  to  each  proprietor,  whereupon  they  dis- 
covered that  by  reason  of  the  towns  of  Stock- 
bridge  and  Chittenden  overreaching  their  char- 
ter bounds,  their  gore  did  not  exceed  a  half 
township,  and  that  they  were  suffering  great 
loss  as  to  territory.  At'  a  meeting  holden  Sept. 
25,  1787,  they  appointed  Asa  Whitcomb,  Esq. 
and  Charles  Goodrich,  Esq.  as  their  agents  to 
obtain  redress  from  the  Legislature  for  the  loss 
of  their  lands  by  the  encroachments  of  the 
towns  of  Stockbridge  and  Chittenden  :  but  all 
the  satisfaction  they  obtained  was,  that  th© 
land  was  there,  and  they  must  look  it  up — 
whereupon  suits  were  commenced,  and  much 
litigation  ensued  for  years  ;  and  they  were  fin- 
ally defeated  and  lost  their  land. 

The  first  settlments  were  commenced  about 
the  year  1786,  by  Daniel  aud  Jacob  Bow,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town.  Daniel  Bow 
commeuced  on  the  farm  where  now  (1869)  Da- 
vid Avery  lives,  and  Jacob  where  Isaac  Tag- 
gart  now  lives.  They  both  emigrated  from 
Middletown  or  Chatham,  Ct 

Thomas  Ilodgkins  commenced  settlements  in 
the  northeast  part  of  the  town  the  same  year, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Royal  Tapper, 
known  as  the  Tupper  farm ;  and  George  Mar- 
tin on  the  farm  nOw  owned  by  Granville  Fare- 


well :  which  farms  have  been  set  off  to  Roch- 
ester. 

The  first  mills  in  town  were  built  by  Char'es 
Goodrich  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  who  received  of 
the  proprietors  a  right  of  land  for  building 
them.  They  also  gave  him  the  privilege  of 
naming  the  town,  which  he  did  after  the  towu 
in  which  he  lived,  lie  therefore  built  a  saw 
and  gristmill  on  the  same  location  where  the 
mills  now  stand,  owned  by  Joseph  Segar  and 
E.  Atwood.  He  also  put  up  a  convenient  fram- 
ed house,  (the  first  in  town)  for  tie  accommo- 
dation of  his  miller,  and  a  part  of  which  was 
used  for  several  years  for  holding  town  and 
religious  meetings  ;  also  for  schools  in  the  win- 
ter season. 

Among  the  first  settlers  were  Lucius  ETbbe, 
where  Mr.  Bishop  now  lives,  John  Gains  where 
Roswell  Ranney, — Dr.  Tucker,  where  Mrs. 
French,  and  Ira  Holt  and  Woodward  Tucker, 
where  Widow  Patch  now  lives. 

David  Waller  commenced  the  farm  now  own- 
ed by  Alden  Pinney;  Alba  Durkee  commenc- 
ed the  farm  where  Douglas  Long  now  lives  an  1 
Timothy  Durkee  that  part  of  Joel  Ellis'  farm 
known  as  the  Gibbs  farm, — and  Amos  Jones 
where  Joseph  Durkee  lives— Zacheus  Blossom 
on  Arlow  Lamb's  place.  David  Daly  commenc- 
ed farming  and  shoemaking  near  the  end  of 
the  bridge,  below  the  mill  where  Gu:ltord  Par- 
menter  now  lives.  Nathaniel  Eddy  commenc- 
ed the  farm  now  owned  by  H.  0.  Gibbs. 

The  first  inhabitant  in  what  is  now  the  vil- 
lage was  Uzziah  Green,  in  a  p<x>r  log-house, 
between  the  school  house  and  Concresrational 
parsonage.  Jonas  Stone  first  be<ran  where  An- 
dre w*ElIis  lives,  and  Ebb  Durkee  where  Jona- 
than and  Joel  Ranney  now  are,  and  David 
Durkee  where  R.  Guernsey  now  lives.  Those 
above  mentioned  were  the  first  settlers  in  town. 

In  the  year  179rt,  on  the  4th  of  March.  Ben- 
jamin Blossom  came  into  town.  He  tended 
Goodrich's  mills  10  years,  and  occupied  the 
hou^e  built  for  that  purpose.  He  then  moved 
on  to  the  place  now  owned  by  Gad  Segar, 
where  he  lived  until  he  died. 

A  branch  of  White  River,  called  the  Tweed, 
runs  through  the  east  part  of  the  town,  a  par^ 
of  which  conu>s  from  the  south — the  oth.^r  r.  <rt, 
the  one  that  the  mill  stands  on.  comes  from  the 
west,  and  is  called  the  West  Branch,  It  take* 
ita  rise  in  Chittenden.  The  two  branch  -  E  na 
a  junction  a  few  rods  below  the  mill*,  1'  e*« 
streams  were  well  Btoolced  with  ti>h.  principal- 
ly trout,  which  was  a  benefit  to  the  earlv  set- 
tlers.   To  supply  their  tables  it  waa  an  easj 


936 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


matter  to  go  out,  and  in  a  half  hour  catch 
enough  for  a  family  an  abundant  meal.  Many 
were  caught  that  would  weigh  from  1  to  3  lbs. 
each.  They  have  now  become  scarce  and 
small ;  although  fis'.iermen  come  from  other 
towns — from  Rutland,  Woodstock,  Royal  ton, 
Bethel,  &c,  and  spend  much  time  in  fishing, 
and  t;ike  and  carry  off  a  few  diminutive  ones. 

Deer  were  also  caught  in  abundance,  by  go- 
ing but  a  short  distance  on  the  hills.  Bears  and 
wolves  made  frequent  depredations  upon  the 
Bheep  and  young  cattle.  * 

The  face  of  the  land  is  mountainous  and 
broken  except  on  the  streams,  where  there  are 
many  good  farms,  which  are  fertile  and  easily 
cultivated  and  productive  :  yet  there  are  some 
good  farms  among  and  on  the  hills. 

The  most  elevated  and  noted  hill  in  the  town 
is  Wilcox's  Peak — a  name  given  it  by  Samuel 
Wilcox,  one  of  the  original  proprietors,  who  at- 
tempted to  ascend  its  summit,  but  failed  on  ac- 
count of  weariness,  and  christened  it  after  him- 
self. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Daniel  Atkins,  (he  then  living  in  the  house 
at  the  mills,  and  tending  the  same  for  Charles  I 

Goodrich)  on  the  26th  day  of  ,  1793,  and 

George  Martin  was  chosen  moderator,  Thomas 
Hodgkins  town  clerk,  George  Martin.  Stephen 
Holt  and  Joseph  Adams,  selectmen,  Daniel  Bow, 
treasurer;  Anthony  Whitcomb,  first  constable, 
Daniel  Atkins,  sealer  of  leather ;  Stephen  Holt 
and  William  Davis,  grand  jurymen  ;  Daniel  At- 
kins pound-keeper;  Jonas  Stone  and  Asa  Call, 
tythingmen  ;  David  Daly,  Jacob  Jefferson  and 
•''Ebb  Durkee,  haywards ;  Daniel  Bow,  fence- 
viewer  ;  Ebb  Durkee,  Jacob  Jeffersou  and  Ja- 
cob Bow,  highway  surveyors  ;  Daniel  Bow, 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Hodgkins,  March  3,  1 794,  it  was  voted  to  hold 
the  town-meetings,  for  the  future,  at  the  mills 
two-thirds  of  the  time,  and  at  the  bouse  of 
Thomas  Hodgkins  the  other  third. 

In  March,  1797,  it  was  voted  to  hold  the 
^town-meeting  "at  the  house  of  David  Durkee, 
where  he  now  lives'' — it  being  where  Reuben 
Guernsey  now  (1809)  lives. 

Until  the  year  1800  there  was  but  one  school- 
district  in  town,  and  the  town  built  a  large 
school-house  near  where  Joel  Rannoy  now 
lives,  which  was  used  for  schools,  town-house 
and  meeting-house  for  a  number  of  years. 

A  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

Was  formed  Sept.  17,  1803,  by  the  Rev.  Mar- 


tin Fuller  of  Royalton,  consisting  of  16  mem- 
bers, viz.  Nath'l  Stone,  Nathan  Stone,  Levi  Par- 
tridge, Asa  Gilbert.  Isaac  Eddy,  Betsey  Eddy, 
John  Gaius,  Ruth  Gaius,Dan'l  Bow.Rhoda  Stone, 
Molly  Blossom.  Hannah  Gilbert, Molly  Bow.  Eliz- 
abeth Durkee,  Rebecca  Stone  and  Lydia  Ilay- 
den,  being  inhabitants  of  Stockbrid^e  and  Pitts- 
field,  and  chnse  Nathan'l  Stone  for  their  moder- 
ator, and  Isaac  Eddy,  scribe  :  which  church  was 
supplied  with  preaching  by  various  ministers 
from  abroad  ;  some  by  voluntary  service,  others 
being  hired  for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  as 
they  could  provide  means — among  whom  were, 
Archibald  Campbell.  Elder  Rich,  a  very  corpu- 
lent man,  who  would  walk  with  his  staff  from 
Pittsford,  a  distance  of  12  miles  across  the 
Green  Mountain,  through  the  woods,  when  the 
road  was  barely  cut  out,  and  not  much  worked. 

The  church  was  composed  of  members  both 
iu  Stockbrido:e  and  Pittsfield,  and  was  for  many 
years  called  "the  church  of  Stockbridge  and 
Pittsfield." 

In  July,  1810,  a  powerful  revival  of  religion 
commenced  under  the  preaching  of  the  Rev. 
Phinehas  Randall,  and  continued  until  56  new 
members  were  added  to  the  church — 53  in  one 
day — others  soon  after.  The  church  was  sup- 
plied with  different  ministers,,  among  whom  was 
the  noted  Lemuel  Haynes  of  West  Rutland,  un- 
til 1813,  when  Rev.  Justin  Parsons  moved  into 
Pittsfield,  and  was  installed  pastor  over  said 
church,  and  remained  their  minister  until  about 
the  year  1831,  when  his  relationship  with  the 
church  was  dissolved. 

After  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons  was  dismissed,  Rev. 
John  Suddard  was  hired  to  preach  20  weeks. 
Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton  preached,  also,  occasion- 
ally about  this  time.  Rev.  Daniel  Rockwell 
was  their  next  minister  for  one  year;  after 
which  Rev.  Joel  Davis  of  Barnard  was  employ- 
ed for  a  short  term,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Fisk.  In  183S  Rev.  Asa  Putney  became  the 
minister  for  one  year. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1838,  a  protracted 
meeting  was  commenced  and  holden  one  week, 
conducted  by  Rev.  Calvin  Noble  of  Rochester, 
the  fruit  of  which  was  about  30  new  members 
first  added  to  the  church,  and  some  20  more  a 
short  time  after. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Sparhawk  was  ordained 
and  commenced  his  labors  as  pastor  here  on  the 
3d  Sabbath  of  May,  1838.  On  the  30th  day  of 
September,  IS  11,  the  pastoral  relation  between 
Mr.  Sparhawk  and  his  church  was  dissolved, 
and  he  was  dismissed  as  the  result  of  a  council 
called  for  that  purpose.    Rev.  John  Beckwith 
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was  the  next  minister  for  one  year,  and  then 
left.  Rev.  Benjamin  Abbot  commenced  his 
ministerial  labors  with  this  people  the  first  Sab- 
bath in  January,  1S43.  Feb.  1,  1844,  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  commenced,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Brothers  Scales,  Hubbard  and  Sparhawk, 
which  continued  one  week,  and  some  sinners 
were  converted. 

Jan.  18,  1846,  Mr.  Abb^t  closed  his  labors 
with  the  church,  and  left  the  place.  In  March, 
1847,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Clark  became  their  min- 
ister, and  labored  with  them  4  years :  after 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  labored  with  them 
one  year.  In  Oct.  26,  1851,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Duncan  was  hired  and  preached  one  year.  In 
1853  the  Rev.  Abel  Patten  was  hired  to  preach 
for  one  year,  and  continued  as  acting  pastor  two 
years.  March.  1862.  Rev.  A.  W.  "Weld  became 
their  minister  for  one  year. 

About  this  time  deacon  S.  S.  Knowlton,  a 
worthy  and  efficient  officer  in  the  church,  com- 
mitted suicide  by  hanging  himself  with  a  rope 
in  his  barn,  and  brother  Joseph  Segar  was  chos- 
en deacon  in  his  stead. 

After  the  Rev.  Mr.  Weld's  time  expired,  Rev. 
A  S.  Swift  preached  one  year.  Mr.  Sparhawk, 
after  an  absence  of  some  years,  returned  and 
became  the  acting  pastor  for  a  year  or  two. 
"Walking  in  the  street,  near  his  residence,  he 
fell  and  died  before  any  one  could  reach  him. 
After  Mr.  Sparhawk's  death,  Rev.  J.  B.  Clark, 
our  former  minister,  came  into  town  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  which  he  cultivates,  and  is  the 
present  acting  pastor  of  the  church. 

In  1820  the  church  and  society  built  a  nice 
and  convenient  little  meetinghouse  at  a  cost  of 
$  1,000,  which  they  occupied  until  the  year 
1859.  when,  through  the  influence  and  exer- 
tions of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  their  then  minister, 
they  repaired  the  house — raised  it  up.  put  a 
vestry  under  it ;  built  a  beltry,  in  which  they 
put  a  nice  bell,  and  newly  arranged  the  inside, 
by  converting  the  pews  into  modern  slips,  which 
renders  it  a  convenient  house  of  worship.  The 
church  had  previously  procured  a  convenient 
house  and  lot  for  a  parsonage — the  church  is 
6mall  and  poor,  and  have  to  receive  aid  from 
the  Domestic  Missionary  Society  to  support 
preaching. 

The  Sabbath  School  is  small — about  40  schol- 
ars— but  well  attended,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  II.  O.  Gibbs,  Esq.    Four  young  men* 

*  Four  young  men.  members  of  the  Congregational 
chnrrh  hiiv«  become  Congregational  ministers,  viz: 
Levi  Parsons,  missionary  to  Palestine,  died  while  a 


raised  here  are  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  and  two  teachers  in 
seminaries. 

METHODISTS  AND  CHRISTIANS. 

For  want  of  access  to  records  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  the  following  facts  are  stated  from 
the  recollection  of  the  writer: 

About  the  year  1805  or  6,  one  Joseph  Craw- 
ford came  iuto  town  and  preached  the  first 
Methodist  sermon  ever  preached  in  town.  He 
was  a  very  smart,  eloquent  speaker,  and  soon 
drew  together  a  large  audience,  for  so  small  a 
town,  and  soon  after  organized  a  Methodist 
church,  which  increased  and  flourished  for  a 
time,  and  was  supplied  with  preachers  (whose 
names  are  not  recollected)  holding  their  meet- 
ings in  private  houses,  until  one  Edward  Rol- 
lins, a  Christian  preacher,  came  into  town  and 
drew  almost  the  whole  Method. st  church  after 
him.  He  formed  a  Christian  church,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  Methodist  church  joined  with  them  ; 
insomuch  that  it  was  supposed  that  the  Meth- 
odist was  broken  up,  and  would  not  again  or- 
ganize :  but  in  a  few  years  the  Christian  ex- 
citement abated,  and  the  Methodists  returned 
to  their  former  church,  and  built  them  a  meet- 
inghouse, which  thev  occupied  until  the  year 
1859,  when  the  old  house  was  sold  and  moved 
to  another  location — bought  by  the  town  and 
converted  into  a  town-hall,  and  is  now  so  occu- 
pied. The  Methodist  church  and  society  then 
erected  a  nice  house  on  the  site  of  ihe  old  one, 
furnished  with  a  bell  and  chandelier,  and  which 
is,  perhaps,  as  fine  a  house  of  its  size,  as  any 
of  the  denomination  in  the  State.  They  are 
supplied  from  year  to  year  with  preachers  sent 
to  them  by  the  Methodist  conference.  Their 
house  was  built  mostly  through  the  patronage 
and  agency  of  the  Rev  Ira  Beard,  who  was  then 
a  resident  of  the  town. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Thomas  Hodgkins,  town  clerk  from  1793  to 
1806;  Nathan  Eddy,  from  March,  1806  to  '09; 
Asa  Gams,  from  1809  to  1817;  William  R. 
Blossom,  from  1817  to  '33  ;  Levi  Rix,  from  1833 
to  '41  ;  Asa  Gaius,  2d,  from  1841  to  '42  ;  F.  T. 
Matthews,  from  1842  to  '45;  Amos  Holt,  from 
1845  to  '50;  Ortan  Hatch,  from  1850  to  '52; 
Ira  Beard,  from  1852  to '53 ;  E.  F.  TJpham, 
from  1853  to  '59  ;  Lores  Read,  from  1^59  to 
'62;  C.  W.  Brigham,  from  18G2  to  the  present 
time.  (1S73.) 

young  man ;  S.  W.  Segar,  Stephen  Kuowlton,  and 
J.  C.  McCollome. 
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soldiers'  record. 

The  town  furuishcd  32  as  their  quota  of  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war.  Lester  Bard  was  killed 
at  Gettysburg ;  Freemau  Brown  at  Fredericks- 
burg; Frank  iSwan  and  John  Shannon  missing 
since  Sheridan's  fignt  in  the  Shenandoah  val- 
ley ;    Blancbard  died  in  hospital  near 

Washington;  Francis  A.  Gibbs  died  in  a  rebel 
prison,  at  Florence,  S.  C.  The  town  have  paid 
their  expenses  of  the  war,  and  are  clear  of  debt.* 

There  are  now  no  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
nor  of  the  war  of  IS  12,  living,  except  the  writer 
of  this,  who  is  in  his  84th  year. 

The  records  and  material  for  furnishing  this 
articlef  being  very  imperfect  and  obscure,  it  is 
the  best  that  I,  an  old  man,  could  hastily  collect 
and  note  down.  "W.  R.  b. 

LEVI  PARSONS. 
BY  REV.  P.  M.  WHITE. 

Levi  Parsons,  son  of  Rev.  Justin  and  Electa 
Parsons,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Mass.,  July  18, 
1792.  His  father  subsequently  became  the  first 
'pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Pitts- 
field.  At  the  age  of  sixteeu  he  united  with  his 
father's  church.  He  was  graduated  at  Ando- 
ver  Theological  Seminary  in  1817 — was  licenc- 
ed by  the  Salem  (Mass.)  Association  in  April 
of  that  year,  and  having  decided  to  become  a 
foreign  missionary,  was  ordained  at  Boston  Sept. 
3,  1817.  Rev  Lyman  Beecher  pn  ached  the 
sermon.  He  spent  a  year  in  the  service  of  the 
Vermont  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  preach- 
ing in  towns  where  there  was  no  stated  minis- 
try. In  some  instances  he  secured  very  valua- 
ble results.  This  was  especially  the  case  in 
Troy  and  Westfield,  in  neither  of  which  towns 
he  found  more  than  one  or  two  religious  per 
sons;  but  after  a  few  months  preaching  a  thor- 
ough reform  took  place,  aud  a  church  was  or- 
ganized in  each  town. 

He  acted  as  agent  for  the  American  Board  in 
the  State  of  New  York  for  8  months,  making 
deep  impressions  on  his  audiences,  and  awaken- 
ing great  interest  in  the  cause  of  missions. — 
One  of  his  ln-arers  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  circumstances  attending  one  of  his  ser- 
mons : 

*  Pittsfleld  paid  lar^e  war  bounties ;  somo  of  our  last 
volunteer*  receiving  $l,ftCO  •  yet  at  the  clone  of  the 
war  the  town  was  oat  of  debt,  and  had  $600  in  the 
treasury. 

f  [Being  disappointed  iu  obtaining  the  history  from 
the  party  who  hint  first,  and  for  a  long  time,  promised 
the  same.,  this  very  pood  paper  ha*  been  kindly  furnish- 
ed by  our  venerable  friend,  at  a  very  short  notice..  .Ed.  J 


"  He  was  the  first  missionary  to  the  Old 
World  we  had  ever  seen.  Jerusalem,  the  place 
of  his  destination,  was  among  our  dreams,  save 
when  we  read  of  it  in  the  Bible ;  and  then 
alone  it  assumed  reality.  After  a  mode-t  lock 
over  his  audience,  as  if  to  rally  from  the  ex- 
citement of  the  moment,  he  opened  and  read 
from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostle3  the  following 
words  :  '  And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the 
spirit  unto  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  the  things 
that  shall  befall  me  there  :'  which  he  announced 
as  his  text.  At  this  moment  many  who  had 
not  been  accustomed  to  weep  gave  utterance  ro 
their  emotion  by  the  falling  tear.  Another  look 
upon  the  almost  breathless  audience,  and  the 
young  missionary,  with  a  tremulous  voice, 
broke  the  silence  in  the  following  words,  or 
nearly:  '  0  Jerusalem  !  Jerusalem!  what  evil 
betides  thee,  that  we  are  this  day  to  sever  the 
tenderest  ties  which  bind  us  to  our  country  and 
our  kindred,  and  go  to  thy  relief?' 

"  At  this  opening  of  the  sermon,  old  and 
young  began  to  bend  towards  Jerusalem,  and 
all  saw  and  felt  that  the  city  over  which  the 
Saviour  wept,  and  the  people  who  inhabited 
the  old  Desolations,  were  needing  the  help 
which  the  young  missionary  was  set  apart  to 
render  them.  Speaking  of  the  uncertainty  of 
his  mission, — referred  to  by  St.  Paul,  and  con- 
tained in  the  last  clause  of  the  text :  'not  know- 
ing the  things  that  shall  befall  me  there.' — he 
said,  pointing  to  the  tavern  across  the  way: 
'  In  front  of  yonder  house  hangs  a  sign  inviting 
the  weary  traveler  to  its  hospitalities  and  safe 
repose;  but  Jerusalem  is  without  promise  of 
hospitality  or  protection.'  " 

He  sailed  for  Smyrna  Nov.  3,  1819,  and  ar- 
rived there  Jan.  15.  1820.  On  the  island  of 
Smyrna  and  Scio  he  labored  as  a  missionary 
nearly  a  year,  and  then  sailed  for  Jerusalem, 
where  he  arrived  Feb.  12,  1821.  Here  he  re- 
mained about  3  months,  occupied  mainly  in 
making  arrangements  for  a  permanent  mission- 
ary establisment.  He  then  returned  to  Smyr- 
na, encountering  on  the  way  many  perils  by 
sea  and  land. 

It  now  appeared  thut  disease  had  taken 
such  strong  hold  of  his  constitution,  as  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  give  immediate  attention  to 
his  health.  By  advice  of  a  physician  he  took 
a  voyage  to  Egypt,  but  without  benefit :  and, 
after  lingering  some  months,  ho  died  of  con- 
sumption at  Alexandria,  Feb.  11.  1822. 

Mr.  Parson's  mind  was  not  one  of  great  pow- 
er or  brilliancy,  but  his  judgment  waa  sound, 
and  his  faculties  well  balanced  J  and  he  was 


PITTSFORD. 


not  only  an  acceptable  preacher,  but  a  great 
favorite  in  the  churches  which  he  visited.  This 
resttlted  not  from  the  intellectual  ability,  origin- 
ality of  thought,  or  cultivated  taste  displayed 
in  his  sermons,  but  rather  from  a  plain,  simple, 
judicious  presentation  of  the  truth,  with  ten- 
derness, gentleness  and  love. 

His  only  publication  was  "The  Dereliction 
and  Restoration  of  the  Jews :  a  sermon  preach- 
ed in  Pearl  Street  Church,  Boston,  October  31, 
1819,  just  before  the  departure  of  the  Palestine 
Mission."  pp.  39.  His  memoirs,  by  his  broth- 
er-in-law, Daniel  0.  Morton,  (M.  G,  1812,)  were 
published  in  1824,  by  Smith  &  Shute  of  Poult- 
ney,  Vt.,  in  a  duodecimo  volume  of  431  pages. 
The  poet  Brainard  wrote  a  tribute  to  his  mem- 
ory, commencing — 

Green  as  Machpelah's  honoured  field, 
Where  Jacob  and  where  Leah  lie, 

Where  Sharon's  shrubs  their  roses  yield, 
And  Carmel'a  branches  wave  on  high ; 

So  honored,  so  adorned,  so  green, 

Young  martyr !  shall  thy  grave  be  seen. 


PITTSFORD* 


BY  A.  M.  CAVERLT. 

Pittsford  occupies  a  position  a  little  north  of 
the  centre  of  Rutland  county,  and  is  bounded 
N.  by  Brandon,  E.  by  Chittenden,  S.  by  Rut- 
land, and  "W.  by  Hubbardton  and  Ira.  The 
principal  river  is  Otter  Creek,  which  passes 
through  the  centre  of  the  township,  receiving 
in  its  course  several  tributaries,  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  are  Furnace  Brook  on  the 
east,  and  Stevens'  Brook  on  the  west. 

The  valley  of  the  Otter  Creek — probably  av- 
eraging about  a  mile  in  width,  is  comparatively 
level  and  exceedingly  productive ;  while  the 
easterly  and  westerly  portions  of  the  town  are 
hilly,  less  fertile  but  profitable  grazing  lands. 

The  earliest  exploration  by  the  white  race 
of  any  part  of  the  territory  now  included  in 
Pittsford,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  x\as  in 
the  year  1730,  an  account  of  which  is  contain- 
ed in  a  diary  of  a  journey  from  Fort  Dummer 
to  Lake  Champlain,  performed  by  a  certain 
James  Cross  :  but  no  important  discoveries  ap- 
pear to  have  been  made.  Again  in  1748  Capt. 
Eleazer  Melven  of  Concord,  Mass.,  with  18  men 
under  his  command,  passed  through  this  terri- 
tory on  a  tour  of  observation,  and  the  journal 
of  his  march  was  afterwards  published.  But 

•The  materials  for  this  sketch  have  been  taken  from 
the  "History  of  Pittsford,"  now  in  manuscript,  but 
•oon  to  bo  published. 


this  section  of  country  did  not  begin  to  be  gen- 
erally known,  till  the  commencemeu  of  tba 
French  war,  when  began  a  series  of  operation* 
which  were  destined  to  change  it3  whole  phys- 
ical aspect,  and  to  bring  in  a  race  of  men  upon 
whom  were  stamped  the  mark3  of  civilization. 
At  that  time  the  colonies  of  New  England  were 
separated  from  the  French  by  the  belt  of  wil- 
derness, now  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  durh  g 
the  ensuing  struggle  this  was  frequently  pass- 
j  ed  through  by  military  expeditions  to  the  Jakes 
and  Canada,  and  consquently  became  preiry 
well  known. 

In  1759  General  Amherst  projected  the  con- 
struction of  a  military  road  from  No.  IT.,  h.ovr 
Charlestown),  on  the  Connecticut  River,  ro 
Crown  Point.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  troops  and  bag^aee  from  Charles- 
town,  it  being  the  rendezvous  for  men  enlisted 
in  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts.  Th  s 
road,  commenced  in  this,  and  completed  the 
following  year,  passed  through  what  is  now  the 
township  of  Pittsford.  During  this  war  the  New 
England  soldiers  engaged  in  it  had  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  and  other  mili- 
tary routes.  Among  these  soldiers  were  ma^y 
young  men  so  charmed  with  the  val'ey  of  the 
Otter  Creek,  that  they  resolved  to  make  it  their 
future  abode. 

These  lands  were  claimed  by  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  had  been  promised  to  the  sol  iiers  as 
a  reward  for  their  meritorious  services  in  con- 
quering the  country  from  the  French.  Bar  r) 
sooner  was  peace  restored  by  the  conquest  cf 
Canada  in  1760,  than  a  great  crowd  of  advent- 
urers and  speculators  made  appiieatif  n  for 
them.  Benning  Wentworth.  then  governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  thinking  thi<  a  favorable  op- 
portunity for  filling  his  coffers  with  the  fees, 
continued  to  make  grants  of  these  lands;  a~i 
so  rapidly  were  the  surveys  extended,  that  in 
1761  no  less  than  60  townships  were  granted 
on  the  west,  and  18  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Connecticut  River. 

Pittsford  was  granted  Oct.  12,  1731,  to  Eph- 
raim  Doolittlo  and  63  others,  and  the  charter 
j  was  in  the  usual  form  of  charters  granted  by 
New  Hampshire.  A  branch  of  the  old  Crown 
Point  or  military  road,  in  its  passage  t  ~  ich 
the  town,  crossed  Otter  Creek  near  the  I 
of  Stevens'  Brook:  and  this  be;::c:  oona  d  red 
the  best  fording  place  in  the  Creek,  was  calk  1 
Pitt's  Ford,  in  honor  of  William  Pitt,  lh«  i 
prime  minister  of  England,  and  SO  popular  in 
the  American  colonies;  and  when  the  town 
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was  chartered  it  was  called  Pittsford,  from 
this  its  principal  ford. 

Of  the  grantees  but  little  is  known.  The 
most  of  them  were  residents  of  Massachusetts, 
though  a  few  from  New  Hampshire  joined 
them  to  make  the  requisite  number  (64)  to  ob- 
tain a  charter  of  a  township;  but  none  of  them 
ever  had  a  permanent  residence  within  its 
bounds.  The  most  active  and  influential  was 
G'oL  Ephraim  Doolittle,  who  probably  did  more 
than  any  other  person  to  effect  the  settlement 
of  the  town.  He  was  a  resident  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  French 
war  received  a  captain's  commission,  and  enter- 
ed the  service  of  the  colonies — was  with  Gen. 
Amherst  at  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,  in  1759;  and  it  is  said  that  he 
assisted  Gen.  Stark  in  opening  and  completing 
the  military  road  from  Crown  Point  to  Otter 
Creek.  After  the  Revolutionary  war  he  settled 
in  Shoreham,  Yt.,  and  died  there  in  1807. 

The  grantees,  by  the  payment  of  a  small  sum, 
had  secured  to  them,  as  they  supposed,  the  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  which,  they  doubted  not, 
would  be  eagerly  sought  by  a  class  of  men  who 
wished  to  make  for  themselves  permanent 
homes  in  a' new  country.  But  unforeseen 
events  prevented  the  immediate  realization  of 
their  cherished  hopes.  It  was  soon  found  that 
another  claim  hung  over  this  territory,  and  that 
the  validity  of  their  title  depended  upon  con- 
tingencies too  uncertain  to  command  the  confi- 
dence of  thoughtful  men.  A  controversy  had 
commenced  between  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire  respecting  their  division  line,  and, 
until  this  was  settled,  claimants  under  grants 
from  the  latter  could  uot  be  certain  that  their 
claims  would  be  respected-  And  it  was  not 
till  the  promulgation  of  the  king's  order  in 
council  of  April  11,  1767,  which  was  construed 
to  favor  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire,  that 
men  were  found  willing  to  invest  their  proper- 
ty in  this  newly  granted  township. 

As  the  records  of  the  proprietors  for  tho  first 
ten  years  are  lost,  we  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing when  they  organized,  or  who  were  the  first 
officers ;  but  it  is  known  that  at  a  very  early 
period  they  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  provis- 
ions of  the  charter.  The  township  was  survey- 
ed, and  the  public  lots  located,  and  we  are  told 
that  Gov.  Wentworth,  in  the  location  of  his 
500  acre  lot,  was  made  the  dupe  of  a  little 
sharp  practice.  Col.  Doolittle  drew  a  plan  of 
the  town,  and  in  tho  S.  E.  part  placed  tho  rep- 
resentation of  a  stream  of  water,  and  tho  only 
one  on  the  plan.  This  ho  carried  to  Portsmouth 


and  laid  before  the  Governor  ;  and  being  asked 
what  stream  was  there  represented,  replied, 
East  Creek.  His  Excellency  supposing  it  to  be 
Otter  Creek,  and  knowing  that  the  lands  upon 
this  stream  were  of  the  best  quality,  said  that 
he  would  have  hia  lot  in  the  S.  E.  part  of  tho 
township— and  here  it  was  surveyed  off  to  him 
and  marked  "  B  "W"  on  the  plan.  Some  time 
after  this  he  had  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  find- 
ing that  East  Creek  was  not  Ol  ter  Creek,  but 
a  small  stream  running  through  the  poorest 
part  of  the  town. 

The  first  condition  of  the  charter,  requiring 
every  grantee  to  plant  and  cultivate  five  acres 
of  land  within  the  term  of  five  years,  for  every 
fifty  acres  contained  in  his  or  their  share,"  &c, 
was  not  fulfilled:  and  how  this  was  got  along 
with  we  are  not  informed  ;  but  we  may  sup- 
j  pose  that  in  consideration  of  the  conflicting 
claims  to  this  territory,  and  the  generally  un- 
settled condition  of  public  affairs,  His  Excel- 
lency exercised  unbounded  compassion  towards 
his  "  loving  subjects."  The  town  being  divided 
into  70  shares,  the  proportion  of  land  for  each 
grantee  was  a  little  more  than  300  acres.  The 
lots  when  laid  out  in  divisions  as  they  usually 
were  consisted  of  110  acres — the  10  acres  being 
allowed  for  roads — and  each  grantee  or  propri- 
etor had  the  privilege  of  pitching  his  lot  where 
he  chose,  provided  he  did  not  interfere  with  any 
other  claim. 

It  would  appear  from  the  records,  that  for  a 
time  the  grantees  carried  on  quite  a  traffic  in 
the  town  rights  or  shares,  and  at  one  period 
Col.  Doolittle  owned  nearly  one  third  of  the 
town  ;  but  it  was  not  till  1765  that  a  right  was 
sold  to  an  actual  settler,  and  he  (Samuel  Wa- 
ters) did  not  become  a  resident  here  till  7  }*ears 
later.  In  1769  Gideon  Cooley  bought  of  Eph- 
raim Doolittle  one  right  in  the  township,  with 
the  intention  of  making  his  future  home  here. 
He  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  Cooley,  who  was 
born  in  1702 — married  Betsey  ,  and  locat- 
ed in  Greenwich,  Mass.,  where  were  burn  to 
him  by  this  marriage  three  daughters  and  one 
son.  His  wife  Betsey  died  about  the  year 
17-45,  and  tho  following  year  he  married  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  1725.  The  children  by  this 
marriage  were,  1,  Benjamin,  born  April  30, 
1747  ;  2,  Reuben,  born  April  25,  1752:  3  and 
1,  Azariah  and  Naomi,  (twins)  born  July  26, 
1755  ;  5,  Margaret,  born  Nov.  13,  1757;  6, 
Caleb. 

GIDEON  COOLKY" 
Was  the  son  of  Benjamin,  by  Ids  first  wife,  and 
was  bom  about  tho  year  1737,  and  at  tho  com- 
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mencement  of  the  French  war  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  company  commanded  by  Capt. 
Fhphraim  Doolittle,  and  several  times  during 
that  contest  passed  through  this  region  of  coun- 
try on  military  expeditions,  and  every  time  he 
came  in  fight  of  the  valley  of  the  Otter  Creek, 
we  are  told,  he  expressed  his  highest  admira- 
tion of  it.  At  the  expiration  of  3  years'  ser- 
vice he  received  his  discharge,  and  on  returning 
from  the  Lakes,  when  he  had  arrived  near  the 
Creek,  he  followed  the  old  path  up  the  west  side 
of  it,  till  he  reached  the  high  bluff  a  few  rods 
west  of  the  present  Gorham  bridge,  and  stand- 
ing there  he  remarked  to  a  comrade,  "  That" 
- — pointing  to  the  broad  expanse  below — "  is 
the  place  for  me."  But  he  returned  to  Green- 
wich, married  Elizabeth  Osborn  of  that  town, 
in  October,  1758,  and  resided  there  till  the  fall 
><-of  1768,  when  he  came  to  Pittsford  to  make  a 
more  thorough  exploration  of  the  country  which 
had  so  long  flittered  before  his  mental  vision. 
By  a  more  critical  examination  of  the  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Falls,  he  discovered  some 

•  75  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  Creek,  and  jut- 
ting towards  the  Falls  on  the  west,  and  the 

•  highlands  on  the  east,  covered  with  shallow 
water  retained  there  by  a  dam  which  had  been 
constructed  by  beavers,  and  was  convinced  that 
by  cutting  this  dam  and  draining  the  land,  he 
might  soon  have  a  fruitful  field.  This  to  him 
was  a  coveted  spot,  and  he  applied  to  his  friend, 
Captain  Doolittle,  for  a  deed  of  this  land.  The 
Captain  having  a  large  interest  in  the  township, 
and  being  anxious  to  effect  its  settlement,  prom- 
ised him  one  right  of  land  as  a  gift,  on  the  con- 
dition that  he  would  occupy  and  improve  it, 
and  gave  him  the  privilege  of  making  his  own 
pitch. 

Being  encouraged  by  such  assurances,  in  the 
spring  of  1769,  with  a  package  of  provisions, 
an  axe,  shovel,  hoe,  and  a  few  seeds,  and  ac- 
companied by  his  younger  brother  Benjamin, 
he  set  out  on  horseback,  to  make  for  himself 
and  family  a  future  home  in  tho  wi  lderness. 
Arriving  here,  after  making  for  themselves  a 
rude  shelter,  they  commeuced  a  clearing,  and 
in  a  short  time  had  their  seed  in  the  ground, 
and  then  they  began  the  construction  of  a  log- 
house.  In  this  they  paid  but  little  attention  to 
the  rules  of  architecture,  but  gave  to  it  such 
shape  and  proportions  as  appeared  to  them  the 
best  adapted  to  their  more  urgent  necessities. 
This  house  stood  about  15  rods  northeast  of  tho 
house  now  owned  by  Bassett  Loveland,  and  on 
tho  east  side  of  tho  present  highway  ;  but  tho 


only  vestige  of  it  now  remaining,  is  a  small  ex- 
cavation in  the  ground,  which  once  constituted 
the  cellar. 

"With  the  exception  of  several  short  trips  to 
Bennington  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  one  or  two  visits  to  Greenwich,  they  spent 
the  summer  here,  enlarging  their  clearing,  com- 
pleting the  house,  and  making  such  general  ar- 
rangements as  would  enable  them  to  spend  the 
winter  here  comfortably.  Having  gathered  ttie 
most  important  part  of  their  crops  early  in  Oc- 
tober, Gideon  went  to  Greenwich  tor  his  family. 
After  the  delay  of  a  few  days  there,  procuring 
an  extra  horse  for  the  occasion,  with  his  wife 
and  5  children,  he  set  out  for  his  new  home. 
Their  scanty  furniture  and  domestic  utensils 
were  packed  in  sacks  which  were  carried  upon 
the  backs  of  their  horses.  Thus  encumbered 
their  progress  was  necessarily  slow ;  but  after 
a  toilsome  journey,  attended  with  many  vexa- 
tious delays,  they  reached  the  humble  log-cab- 
in, far  removed  from  the  haunts  of  civilization. 
Here,  then,  we  date  the  beginning  of  the  settle-  ^ 
ment  of  Pittsford  by  the  European  race. 

Of  the  exact  day  we  are  not  informed  ;  but 
that  it  was  sometime  in  the  month  of  October, 
there  can  be  little  doubt.  Either  just  before, 
or  immediately  after  he  located  here  with  his 
family,  Capt.  Doolittle,  in  fulfilment  of  his 
promise,  presented  him  with  a  deed  of  his  land. 
This  was  a  warranty  deed  of  one  share,  or  a 
little  more  than  300  acres,  and  dated  Oct.  20, 
1769:  and  at  the  same  time  he  delivered  to 
his  brother  Benjamin  a  deed  of  100  acres,  to  be 
by  him  located.  The  former  deed  included  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Bassett  Loveland.  and  the 
beaver-dam,  to  which  allusion  has  been  made, 
was  about  100  rods  west  of  the  site  of  Mr.  L's 
bouse ;  but  it  has  been  so  disturbed  by  the  im- 
plements of  husbandry,  that  scarcely  a  vestige 
of  it  remains. 

It  appears  that  they  passed  the  winter  com- 
fortably, subsisting  in  part  upon  the  few  veget- 
ables raised  the  previous  season,  and  in  part 
upon  venison,*  an  abundance  of  which  was 
found  in  the  woods.  The  most  of  the  cooking 
that  winter  was  done  in  a  small  iron  kettle 
brought  with  them  from  Greenwich,  ai.d  this  is 
still  preserved  in  the  Cooley  family  as  a  relic 
of  that  olden  time. 

Benjami.v  Coolky  pitched  his  100  acres  of 
land  on  the  east  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and  it 
included  what  has  Binee  been  known  as  tho 

*  Tho  tradition  In  tho  family  is,  that  tlmy  killed  17 
bcara  that  winter. 
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Cooley  farm,  a  very  small  part  of  which  ia  now- 
owned  by  Peter  Fredett.  In  1770  he  com- 
menced a  clearing,  but  continued  to  board  with 
his  brother  till  the  following  year,  when  he 
built  a  log-house  which  stood  one  or  two  rods 
west  of  the  house  now  standing  on  the  farm, 
and  in  this  he  resided  alone  till  Feb.  18,  1773, 
when  be  married  Ruth  Beech,  who  was  born 
in  Morristown,  N  J.,  Jan.  11,  1756;  but  who, 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  was  residing  in 
Rutland,  Vt.  After  occupying  the  log-house  a 
few  years  Mr.  Cooley  built  a  frame  house,  which, 
unfortunately,  in  the  year  1802,  was  burned. 
The  present  house  was  built  by  him  on  the 
eame  site. 

From  this  time  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  the  settlement  of  the  town 
gradually  progressed ;  and  during  this  period 
the  following  persons  with  their  families  located 
here,  and  in  the  years  to  which  they  are  here 
assigned : 

1770.    Roger  Stevens,  Ebenezer  and  James 
Hopkins,  Samuel  Crippen,  Felix  Powell,  Isaac 
Rood  and  Isaac  Buck. 
.1771.   Moses  Olmstead. 

1772.  Thomas  Tuttle,  Noah  TTaite  and  Sam- 
uel "Waters. 

1773.  William  Cox,  Samuel  Ellsworth  and 
Stephen  Mead. 

1774.  Stephen  Jenner,  Jonathan  Fassett, 
Ebenezer  Lyman,  Caleb  Hendee,  David  Crip- 
pen, William  Ward,  Edward  Owen,  Jonathan 
Rowley,  Joshua  Woodward,  Benjamin  Stevens, 
Aaron  Parsons,  Samuel  Daniels,  Peter  Whalin, 
Silas  Mosher,  John  Hall,  Gideon  Sheldon,  Isaac 
Matson,  and  Samuel  Moutague. 

1775.  Amos  Fassett. 

REVOLUTION* ART  WAR. 

The  disturbances  growing  out  of  the  conflict- 
ing claims  to  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsford  had  been 
compelled  to  take  part,  subsided  somewhat  for 
the  time  being,  for  the  reason  that  public  at- 
tention was  directed  to  the  more  exciting  sub- 
ject of  a  war  with  England.  However  much 
of  personal  interest  the  early  settlers  of  these 
Grants  had  in  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the 
long  standing  land-title  controversy,  they  were 
willing  to  postpone  further  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  in  order  that  they  might  the  better 
cooperate  with  their  countrymen  in  their  resist-  i 
ance  to  the  unjust  claims  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. And  when,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775, 
the  impending  war  was  opened  by  the  conflict 
at  Lexington ;  when  the  last  ray  of  hope  of  a 
peaceful  solution  of  the  difficulties  with  Eng. 


land  was  extinguished,  and  when  the  colonies 
were  hastily  preparing  for  the  struggle,  and 
every  nerve  was  being  strained  to  it*  utmost 
capacity,  the  people  of  these  Grants  being  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  New  England  colonies 
from  which  they  had  emigrated,  espoused  most 
heartily  the  common  cause,  and  made  the  need- 
fill  preparations  for  aiding  in  its  defence. 

It  had  long  been  foreseen  by  the  colonies-, 
that  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  mother 
country,  it  would  be  very  essential  for  them  to 
possess  the  important  fortresses  of  Tieonderoga 
and  Crown  Point;  and  as  Allen  was  about  ro 
set  out  from  Castleton  on  an  expedition  for  this 
purpose,  he  dispatched  Maj.  Beach  as  a  messen- 
ger to' collect  men  to  meet  his  party  at  a  place 
since  known  as  Hand's  Point,  in  the  town  of 
Shoreham.  Beach*  in  his  circuit  passed  through 
Pittsford,  and  called  at  the  residence  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  Cooley,  to  whom  he  delivered  the 
message  of  Col  Allen.  Capt.  Cooley  at  once 
left  his  field,  seized  his  gun,  and  taking  with 
him  Isaac  Buck,  Jr.,  J.  Demming,  Hopkins 
Rowley  and  Ephraim  Stevens,  proceeded  to  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

In  the  capture  of  that  fortress,  which  took 
place  on  the  10th  of  May,  the  citizens  of  Pitts- 
ford took  a  deep  interest,  and  in  the  honors  of 
which  they  are  entitled  to  an  humble  share, 
inasmuch  as  Capt.  Cooley  and  his  recruits  were 
among  the  first  to  cross  the  lake — to  enter  the 
covered  passage,  and  to  parade  upon  the  square 
within  the  fort. 

At  the  time  of  this  first  call  upon  Pittsford 
for  troops,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  there 
were  withiu  the  limits  of  the  town  38  families,! 
and,  including  the  children,  about  195  inhabit- 
ants; and  all,  with  few  exceptions,  were  loyal 
to  the  cause  of  their  country.  But  they  shar- 
ed in  the  ill  feeling  subsisting  between  the 
people  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  and  the 
governing  authorities  of  New  York,  to  which 
colony  they  nominally  belonged,  and  were  un- 
willing to  enter  the  military  service,  unless  they 
could  do  so  independently  of  the  government 
they  so  much  detested.  But  the  Green  Mouu- 
tain  Boys  having  established  a  reputation  for 
patriotism  and  bravery,  were  urged  to  enter  the 
field;  and  arrangements  wero  made  by  which 
they  could  do  this  as  an  independent  corps,  and 
under  officers  of  their  own  selection.     A  few 

*  Iloach  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Capt.  Cooley, 

f  In  this  enumeration  are  inclu  led  uol  only  rh«  fam- 
ilies already  mentioned,  but  a  few  other  families  form- 
ed by  the  marriage  of  children  of  those  families. 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  Pittsford  entered  the  reg- 
ular service  of  the  United  States,  and  nearly 
all  the  men  of  a  suitable  age  were  enrolled 
with  the  militia,  aud  held  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  turn  out  whenever  called  upon  by  the 
constituted  authorities  to  repel  invasion,  or  to 
chastise  offenders.  The  following  names  are 
found  upon  the  roll  of  the  Pittsford  company  : 

Capt.  Benjamin  Cooley,  Lieut.  Moses  Olms- 
tead,  Ensign  James  Hopkins,  Jabez  Olmstead, 
Abdon  Owen,  Ashbel  Hopkins,  Darius  Crippen, 
Gideon  Cooley,  Ebenezer  Drury,  Caleb  Coo- 
ley, Silas  Mosher,  Edward  Owen,  Nehemiah 
Hopkins,  Ebenezer  Lyman,  Samuel  Ellsworth, 
Israel  Ellsworth,  Hopkins  Rowley,  Ephraim 
Stevens.  Aaron  Parsons,  William  Cox,  Abra- 
ham Owen,  Benjamin  Stevens,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Stevens.  James  Stevens,  Abel  Stevens,  Luther 
Drury,  Stephen  Mead.  Samuel  Sheldon,  Benja- 
min Stevens,  John  Barnes,  John  Woodward, 
Joshua  Woodward,  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  Jona- 
than Rowley,  Jr. 

This  company  was  frequently  called  out  on 
occasions  of  alarm,  and  some  members  of  it 
were  in  the  service  of  the  State  or  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  most  of  the  time  during  the  war. — 
Pittsford  being  a  frontier  town,  was  particular- 
ly exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  who 
improved  every  opportunity  to  carry  on  their 
work  of  destruction  and  plunder. 

Soma  part  of  the  time  the  inhabitants  did  not 
feel  safe  to  remain  in  their  houses  ;  and  in  some 
instances  families  were  attacked  by  wandering 
parties  of  Indians  and  tories,  and  some  mem- 
bers either  killed  or  carried  into  captivity.  The 
exposures  were  so  great,  that  the  inhabitants 
found  it  necessary  to  take  some  measures  for 
protection;  and  accordingly,  in  1777,  a  fort 
was  constructed  on  the  east  bank  of  Otter 
Creek,  which  was  named  Fort  Mott,  in  honor 
of  John  Mott,  who  frequently  acted  as  com- 
mander of  those  collected  within  it.  But  the 
strength  and  capacity  of  this  fort  were  not  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  demands  of  the  people,  and 
in  1779  the  Board  of  War  determined  to  build 
a  fort  in  Pittsford  which  could  bo  relied  on  to 
accommodate  a  garrison  suitable  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontier  settlements.  The  site  selected 
was  on  the  upland,  about  a  mile  N".  E.  of  Fort 
Mott,  and  on  the  spot  then  occupied  by  the 
dwelling-house  of  Caleb  Hendee,  Sen.  This 
fort  was  completed  in  June,  1780.  and  was  kept 
garrisoned  till  tho  close  of  the  war.  Soon  after 
the  fort  was  completed  one  of  the  garrison, 
Caleb  Haughton,  on  returning  from  a  neigbor- 
ing  house  whither  ho  had  been  on  an  errand, 


was  attacked  by  an  Indian  and  killed.  When 
this  became  known  to  the  garrison,  Major  Eb- 
enezer Allen,  then  in  command,  assembled  his 
men  within  the  fort,  and  publicly  vowed  ven- 
geance against  all  and  every  Indian  that  should 
come  within  his  power;  and  as  a  memorial  of 
his  vow  he  dashed  a  bottle  of  liquor  against  the 
gate,  and  christened  the  fort  "  Fort  Vengeance  /" 
— a  name  by  which  it  was  ever  after  known. 
IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812, 

Pittsford  entered  with  alacrity  into  the  con- 
test, and  her  sons  marched  boldly  forth  to  meet 
the  common  foe.  The  following  list  of  soldiers 
from  this  town,  who  served  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  term  in  this  war,  has  been  compiled 
in  part  from  the  records,  and  in  part  from  tho 
recollection  of  men  now  living  who  participated 
in  the  exciting  scenes  of  that  period  : 

John  H.  Lincoln,  Reuben  Jackson,  Graton 
Jackson,  Gideon  Sheldon,  Enoa  Bailey,  Jr., 
Amherst  Lee,  R.  M.  Powers,  R.  M.  Powers,  Jr. 
Zebulon  Pond,  William  Spencer,  Sam'l  Wheel- 
er, Leonard  Fargo.  John  Barnes,  Jr.,  Nathaniel 
Rand,  Lucas  Thomas,  Israel  Burdett,  Arden 
Weller,  John  Dean,  Gardner  Powers,  W.  D. 
Hitchcock,  Asa  Durkee,  Ezra  Day,  Edward 
Wheeler,  John  Betts,  Bildad  Orcott,  Samuel 
Miller,  Joab  Powers,  Rums  Burr,  Justin  Dar- 
ling, David  L.  Beebee,  Lemuel  P.  Howes,  John 
Axtell,  John  Lampson,  Samuel  Cook,  Robert 
Wright. 

On  the  invasion  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  T..  in 
September,  1814,  an  alarm  was  sounded  through 
Vermont,  and  her  sons  at  once  left  their  work, 
and  hastened  to  the  scene  of  conflict.  Almost 
every  town  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  was 
there  represented;  some  by  full  companies,  oth- 
ers by  a  smaller  number,  who  were  organized 
into  companies  after  their  arrival  there 

Intelligence  of  this  invasion  reached  Pittsford 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  and  the  next  day 
at  9  o'clock,  a  company  of  volunteers  assem- 
bled at  John  Barnes'  tavern.*  where  they  organ- 
ized and  immediately  departed  for  Plattsburgh. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  muster-roll  of 
the  Pittsford  company : 

Caleb  Hendee,  Jr.  captain  ;  Isaac  Wheaton, 
first  lieutenant ;  Harris  Bojrue,  second  do, ; 
Jonathan  Pike,  ensign  ;  K_  Winslow,  surgeon  ; 
George  X.  Gilbert,  surgeon's  mate;  Jonathan 
Kendall,  wagon-master;  John  Barnes,  Jr.,  Joel 
Burroughs,  William  Cushman,  Anthony  Rice 
and  John  H.  Lincoln. sergeants ;  Amos  Drury, 
Jason  Harwood,  Reuben  Jackson,  Thomas  Bai 

*  Now  tho  house  owned  l>y  E.  H.  Raul. 
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low,  Japhet  L.  Warner  and  Azer  Dickerman, 
corporals;  Enos  Baily,  Jr.,  Samuel  Holcomb, 
drummers;  Arden  Weller,  William  Beel,  Jr., 
and  Zebedee  Cooper,  Jr.,  fifers;  Nathaniel  K. 
Andrews,  Bradford  Andrews,  Jaffery  Barnes, 
Oliver  Brown,  Jonathan  P.  Barron  for  Allen 
Peufield,  David  L.  Beebe,  George  Burditt, 
Gersham  Beech,  Wm.  W.  Barlow,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Barton,  Edward  Clifford,  Zebedee  Cooper,  Jr., 
Caleb  Carpenter,  Luke  Dean,  John  Downey, 
Horace  Downey,  Washington  Davis  for  John 
Kingsley,  Roger  Egieston,  Cameron  McGregor, 
Francis  C.  Goodale,  John  A.  Gillet.  Eli  Hud- 
son, William  Hay  discharged  on  the  11th,  on 
account  of  old  age,  Alvin  Hewett,  Nathaniel 
Hunter  for  Martin  Leach,  Daniel  Hendee,  Da- 
vid Jackson,  David  A.  Jackson,  Hezckiah  June. 
Lot  Keelcr,  Amherst  Lee,  Roger  Ladd,  Robert 
L.  Loveland,  John  Lampson,  Jr.,  Ebenezer 
Mitchell  for  D.  H.  Hammond,  Jesse  Moon,  Hi- 
ram Millington,  Eli  Mauley,  Jr.,  John  Miller  dis- 
charged on  the  11th  on  account  of  old  age. 
Joseph  A,  Montague,  Abraham  Owen,  Justus 
Powers,  Richard  M.  Powers,  Joab  Powers, 
privates  ;  Milton  Potter,  Andrew  Leach.  Sam. 
Wheeler,  Isaac  Clark.  Isaac  Segar,  James  Buck, 
William"  Spencer  wagoners;  Lewis  Barlow 
one  horse  wagoner.  The  above  warmers  car- 
ried  loads  both  ways,  from  Pittsford  to  Burling- 
ton, and  vice  versa ;  Adgate  Lothrop,  Joseph 
Lattingham.  Tilly  Walker,  William  Morgan, 
Abner  Hendee,  German  Hammond,  Justus 
Powers  and  Josiah  Parsons,  wagoners,  carried 
loads  only  one  way. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 

True  to  the  spirit  of  the  New  England  fath- 
ers, the  framers  of  the  charters  of  these  Ver- 
mont townships  made  provision  in  every  new 
settlement  for  the  preaching  of  the  divine  word, 
by  setting  apart  one  right  or  share  of  land  in 
each  for  the  first  settled  minister.  And  as  soon 
os  the  inhabitants  became  sufficiently  numer- 
ous, they  took  care  to  procure  "a  gospel 
minister"  and  a  place  for  public  worship.  But 
for  gome  years  after  the  first  two  setilers  locat- 
ed in  Pittsford,  the  inhabitants  were  so  few 
and  scattered,  that  we  find  no  evidence  that 
any  effort  was  made  to  settle  a  minister.  But 
public  worship  was  not  neglected,  for  some  part 
of  the  inhabitants  united  with  the  people  of 
Rutland  in  the  support  of  a  minister  and  sanc- 
tuary privileges,  and  two  of  Pittsford  men,  viz. 
Ebenezer  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Crippen  becamo 
members  of  the  first  church  there,  at  the  time 
of  its  organization,  Oct.  20,  1773. 


THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
Of  Pittsford  was  organized  in  1784.  and  was 
the  first  church  organization  in  the  town — being 
formed  on  the  14th  of  April,  and  consisted  of 
15  members,  as  follows,  viz.  : 

"Eleazer  Harwood,  Ebenezer  Drury,  Eben- 
ezer Hopkins,  Nehemiah  Hopkins,  Simeon 
Tupper,  Elias  Hall,  Jonathan  Warner,  Elisha 
Adams,  Joshua  Morse,  Jonathan  Fassett,  Sarah 
Adams,  Molly  Fassett,  Abigail  Morse,  Tryphe- 
na  Hopkins  and  Thankful  Drury.1' 

Eleazer  Harwood  was  afterwards  chosen  pas- 
tor, and  Nehemiah  Hopkins  deacou.  As  a  part 
of  the  early  church  records  are  lost,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing  when  Mr.  H.  was  ordained 
and  installed;  but  from  the  fact  that  both  relig- 
ious organizations  claimed  the  ministerial  right 
or  share  of  land,  in  consideration  of  having  the 
first  settled  minister,  we  infer  that  Elder  Rich 
and  Mr.  Harwood  wrere  settled  about  the  same 
time,  and  perhaps  the  same  day.  We  believe, 
however,  that  it  was  finally  admitted  that  Elder 
Rich  was  the  first  settled  minister  in  the  town; 
but  whether  his  priority  consisted  in  a  day  or 
a  few  hours,  only,  we  are  not  informed.  But 
as  both  denominations  claimed  the  benefit  of 
the  ministerial  right,  and  were  not  likely  to 
come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy, the  two  ministers,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
truly  Christian  spirit,  took  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands,  and  settled  it  by  dividing  the  right 
between  themselves.  Accordingly  Eleazer  Har- 
wood quitclaimed  his  right  to  the  1st  division 
lot  of  the  ministerial  right  to  Elisha  Rich,  Dec. 
29,  1786  ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  said  Elisha 
Rich  quitclaimed  his  interest  in  the  2d  division 
lot  of  the  ministerial  right  to  the  said  Eleazer 
Harwood. 

Mr.  Harwood  continued  his  pastoral  labors 
till  his  death.  May  19,  1 S07.  He  was  succeed- 
ed in  the  pastorate  of  the  church  and  society 
by  the  Rev.  Holland  Weeks,  who  was  installed 
Dec.  30,  ISO 7. 

In  1S08  a  manual  containing  the  articles  of 
faith  and  church  covenant  was  published,  and 
from  this  we  extract  the  following  : 

"  April  14,  1781.  Fourteen*  persons  in  the 
town  of  Pittsford  agreed  to  the  foregoing  arti- 
cles and  covenant,  and  joined  the  church ;  since 
then  from  this  and  the  ndjoinmtr  towns  two 
hundred  and  four  have  joined  said  church,  be- 
fore the  date  of  this  copv,  April  la,  I  SOS,  of 
which,  at  this  time,  twenty-nine  have  removed 
relation — been  excommunicated  and  died.  So 

•  From  the  list  of  names  on  record  we  find  there 
were  15. 
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at  this  tiine  there  remain  in  fellowship,  one 
hundred  and  nineryf  and  nine  members." 

Mr.  Weeks'  pastorate  of  the  church  termin- 
ated in  February,  1815,  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  of  an  ecclesiastical  council  called  for 
that  purpose.  The  church  and  society  after- 
wards extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Asa  Messer  to 
become  their  pastor.  The  call  was  accepted, 
and  he  was  ordained  and  installed  Jan.  29, 
1818.  Mr.  Messer  continued  his  labors  with 
the  church  till  1822,  when  he  was  released,  and 
a  call  was  then  extended  to  Mr  John  Ingersoll 
to  become  the  pastor.  This  call  was  also  ac- 
cepted, and  Mr.  Ingerso1!  w  ordained  and 
installed  Dee.  18.  1823,  and  continued  his  min- 
istry here  till  the  fa1!  of  182G,  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  Mr.  Willard  Child,  who  was  ordained  and 
installed  March  25,  1827,  and  at  once  entered 
upon  his  ministerial  labors,  which  were  contin- 
ued till  Sept.  8,  1841,  at  which  time  the  pastor- 
al relation  between  him  and  the  church  and 
society  was  dissolved.  April  2.~>.  1842,  a  call 
was  extended  to  Rev.  A.  fx.  Pease,  which  he 
accepted,  and  continued  his  ministry  with  the 
church  and  society  till  Oct.  7.  1845.  Rev. 
Charles  Walker  became  pastor  Pec.  2,  1846, 
and  continued  in  the  pastoral  office  till  Dec.  6, 
1804,  w'ten  he  was  released  by  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal rouncil  in  compliance  with  his  request, 
which  was  in  concideration  of  his  advanced 
acre.  Dr.  Walker,  however,  continued  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  for  mop  than  a  year  after  the 
pastoral  relat;on  was  dissolved. 

Mvron  A.  Munson  became  pastor,  May  31, 
18C6  and  continued  his  labors  till  July  1,  '69, 
when  he  retired  in  consequence  of  impaired 
hea'th.  Mr.  R.  T  Hall,  at  the  time  of  this 
writing.  (Aug.  15.  1870)  is  about  to  assume  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  church.  The  number  of 
church  members  at  the  present  time  is  about 
204.  Present  deecons  of  the  church  :  S.  IT. 
Kel'oo-fr,  Abel  Penfield  and  Asa  Nurse.  Clerk, 
Asa  Nurse. 

The  early  meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses  till  about  the  year  1790.  when  they 
were  mostly  held  in  a  school-house  which  stood 
a  few  rods  south  of  Abel  Penfield's.  After  the 
completion  of  the  present  town-house,  however, 
in  1795,  they  w^re  held  in  that  building.  The 
pr^cnt  uieetina-lmu'se  was  commenced  in  1835, 
and  finished  so  that  it  was  dedicated  July  18, 
'37.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  extensively 
repn;re<l.  sr.  that  it  is  now  a  tine  specimen  of 
church  architecture, 

t  TW<  should  tuivo  boon  eiylity. 


THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Was  organized  Dec.  2,  1784 — composed  of  the 
following  members,  viz.:  Elisha  Rich,  Caleb 
Hendee,  Abel  Stevens,  Moses  Ohnstead,  Maiy 
Stevens  aud  Esther  Rowley. 

The  church,  after  its  organization,  "Voted 
to  have  Elder  Rich  serve  them  for  the  lime  be- 
ing, as  a  preacher."  It  is  evident  Elder  Rich 
commenced  his  ministerial  labors  here  about 

|  this  time,  though  he  was  not  installed  till  March 

'  17,  1735. 

I  We  copy  the  following  from  the  records  of 
the  installation : 

'•Elder  Skeel  preached  the  sermon  on  the 
|  occasion,  Elder  Eastman  prayed  at  tiie  laying 
j  on  of  hands  ;  Eider  Steel  gave  him  the  charge, 
j  and  Caleb  Hendee  gave  him  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship,  and  delivered  to  him  the  Bible  for 
his  guide  and  rule  of  practice  in  behalf  of  thy 
church." 

Elder  Rich  continued  his  pastoral  labors 
with  the  church  till  1803,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed. 

Immediately  after  Elder  Rich  was  dismissed, 
a  committee  of  the  church  was  chosen  to  pro- 
cure a  minister  ;  but  they  were  not  successful 
in  obtaining  more  than  a  temporary  supply  till 
1808 — on  the  23d  of  January  of  which  year 
the  church  "  Voted  to  request  Elder  William 
Harrington  to  come  and  improve  his  ministerial 
gifts  in  this  place."  Also  the  church  ''Voted 
to  give  Elder  Harrington  one  hundred  dollars 
for  his  services  the  ensuing  year  "  This  call 
was  accepted,  and  Elder  Harrington  at  or.ee 
entered  upon  his  ministerial  labors  here.  We 
conclude  that  he  was  only  hired  from  year  to 
year,  but  never  installed,  as  we  can  find  no 
record  of  his  installation.  He  continued  to  act 
as  pastor  of  the  church  till  the  first  of  May, 
1817.  when  the  church  "  Voted  to  dismiss  El- 
der Harrington,  upon  his  request,  from  the 
pastoral  charge  of  this  church."  On  the  7th 
i  of  September  following,  however,  the  church 
I  committee  reported  that  they  had  '■  agreed  with 
!  Elder  Harrinsxten  to  preach  with  us  one  half 
of  the  time  (or  the  year  ensuinsr.  for  the  com- 
pensation of  75  dollars"  Tins  agreement 
!  appears  to  have  been  carried  out ;  but  Elder 
Harrington  soon  after  left  the  town, 
i  After  the  removal  of  Elder  Warrington  the 
church  organization  was  k**pt  up  for  a  short 
ti mo  and  then  disbanded.  In  l^U  the  church 
was  reorganized  with  14  members.  Sunmel 
Hendee  was  chosen  deacon  and  Xahu  n  M  lis 
clerk.  The  tir^t  minister  was  Rev.  V.  Church, 
who  continued  his  labors  but  one  your.  Rev, 
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Charles  Berry  commenced  bis  ministry  here 
Nov.  7,  1841,  and  continued  it  one  year.  Rev. 
Levi  Smith  became  pastor  in  February,  1843, 
and  remained  4  years.  Rev.  Washington  Kings- 
ley  became  pastor  in  June,  1847,  and  remained 
two  years.  Rev.  EL  B.  "Wright  came  in  Decem- 
ber, 1849,  and  labored  one  year.  Rev.  V. 
Church  returned  in  July, '51,  and  remained  two 
years  Rev.  C.  R.  Nichols  supplied  one  year. 
Rev.  W.  Kingsley  returned  in  '54,  and  remain- 
two  years.  Rev.  I.  H.  "Wood  commenced  his 
labors  here  in  1856,  and  closed  in  '59,  when 
Rev.  J.  C.  Carpenter,  the  present  pastor,  com- 
menced his  labors. 

The  deacons  of  the  church  have  been  Samuel 
Hendee,  Roswell  "Woodcock,  Ezra  Spencer  and 
James  R.  Smith  :  the  clerks  have  been,  Nahum 
Mills  and  Roswell  Woodcock.  The  number 
added  to  the  church  since  its  reorganization  has 
been,  by  baptism  or  profession,  120 — by  letter, 
V6.    Total,  196. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  church 
in  1784,  there  being  no  meetinghouse  in  the 
town,  the  meetings  were  held  in  private  houses; 
but  the  following  year,  '85,  n  meetinghouse  was 
built  near  where  the  present  Baptist  meeting- 
house now  stands.  This  was  built  of  logs,  and 
was  the  first  house  for  public  worship  in  the 
town,  and  was  occupied  till  1795  wheu  the 
present  town-house  was  built.  This  was  the 
result  of  the  combined  enterprise  of  individuals 
in  the  different  denominations  who  felt  the 
importance  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
sanctuary  privileges. 

After  the  completion  of  this  house,  there  be- 
ing but  two  religious  organizations  in  the  town, 
— the  Baptist  and  Congregational, — it  was  oc- 
cupied by  these  together ;  Elder  Rich  preach- 
ing one  part  of  the  dav,  and  Elder  Harward 
the  other  part.  In  1802  the  Baptist  denomin- 
ation withdrew  from  this  house  and  built  their 
present  house,  which  they  continued  to  occupy 
till  some  time  after  the  close  of  Elder  Harring- 
ton's ministry,  when  the  church  disbanded,  and 
their  house  of  worship  was  neglected. 

About  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
church  in  1841,  the  meeting-house  was  remod- 
eled and  greatly  improved,  and  is  still  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  place  of  worship. 

THE  METHODISTS. 

The  organization  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  this  town  was  of  a  later  date;  but  as 
the  early  church  records  are  not  to  be  found,  wo 
have  no  means  of  knowing  the  precise  time. 
Thee  do  not  appear  to  have  been  many  Meth- 
odists among  the  early  settlers,  and  consequent- 


ly no  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  a  preacher  of 
this  order  until  the  inhabitants  had  become 
considerably  more  numerous.  The  first  Meth- 
dist  sermon  in  Pittsford  was  preached  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Mitchill,  and  probably  about  the  year  1792. 
A  short  time  before  this  Mr.  Mitchill  had  been 
announced  to  preach  in  Brandon,  and  Colonel 
Benjamin  Cooley,  who  had  just  been  somewhat 
interested  in  reading  the  doctrinal  views  of  the 
Methodists,  with  his  brother,  Capt.  Caleb  Coo- 
ley, went  to  hear  the  new  preacher,  and  both 
were  very  much  pleased  with  the  man,  and  the 
doctrines  he  advocated.  At  the  close  of  the 
services  the  preacher  made  an  appointment  to 
preach  at  the  same  place  in  four  weeks  from 
that  day. 

When  the  day  arrived,  Col.  Cooley  invited 
Mrs.  Cooley  to  accompany  him  to  the  meeting. 
The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  each  mount- 
ing a  steed  hurried  away  through  the  woods  to 
Brandon,  and  reached  the  place  of  meeting  just 
as  the  preacher  was  about  to  commence  the  ser- 
vice. Tying  their  horses  to  the  nearest  tree, 
they  soon  became  attentive  hearers,  and  were 
so  much  interested  in  the  man  and  his  senti- 
ments, that  at  the  close  of  the  services,  they 
sought  and  obtained  an  interview  with  him; 
and  as  they  were  about  to  take  their  departure 
they  invited  him  to  visit  them  at  their  home  in 
Pittsford.  A  few  weeks  later,  in  response  to 
this  invitation,  he  came  to  Pittsford,  and  at  an. 
appointed  time,  of  which  notice  had  been  given, 
he  preached  the  sermon  to  which  allusion  baa 
been  made,  at  Col.  Cooley's  house. 

The  following  year  Elder  McLain,  another 
Methodist  preacher,  visited  Pittsford,  and,  after 
preaching  several  sermons,  formed  a  class  at 
Col  Cooley's  house.    Israel  Lake  was  the  lead- 
er of  this  class,  which  at.  first  consisted  of  only 
four  members — Col.  Cooley's  daughter  Mary  be- 
ing one  of  the  number.    This  class  was  sustain- 
ed for  some  years,  and  had  a  succession  of  class 
I  leaders ;  among  whom  were  the  following  in 
i  the  order  of  their  appointment,  viz. :  Israel 
J  Lake,  Silas   Mosher.  James  Wicker,  David 
j  Wadsworth,  John  Downey,  Chapman  Hitch- 
cock and  Capon  Leonard. 

Klder  Ryon  preached  in  Pittsford  one  year, 
(supposed  in  1  799) ami  boarded  at  Col.  Cooley's  ; 
and  the  next  local  preacher  was  Rider  Samuel 
Draper,  who  came  here  in  1802,  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Elders  Crawford.  Washburn  and 
j  others  in  the  early  period  ;  but  the  dates  i  f 
their  ministry  here  we  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain. 

During  a  session  of  the  quarterly  meeting 
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held  in  Col.  Cooler's  baru,  ia  the  year  1802,  his 
Mouse  took  fire  from  an  over-heated  oven,  and 
was  burned.  lie  forthwith  built  another  house 
on  the  same  ground — in  the  second  story  of 
which  he  finished  a  large  hall  for  meetings. 
These  meetings  were  held  here  till  the  meeting- 
house was  built  in  1814.  This  house  was 
built  on  the  flat  a  little  south  of  Capt.  Charles 
Hitchcock's:  it  was  boarded  and  uearly  finished 
outside,  but  was  never  finished  inside,  though 
it  was  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship  till  the 
present  meeting- house  was  built  in  1833. 

Present  members  of  the  church,  81 -J  proba- 
tioners, 13.  Present  class-leaders,  T.  A.  Hitch- 
cock and  John  Ward.  Stewards,  Charles  A. 
Hitchcock,  Charles  Hitchcock,  J.  C.  Howe, 
Russell  X.  Wood,  Samuel  Ecklev,  Daniel  Ray, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Peabody,  Mrs.  Royal  BalL  Record- 
ing steward,  C.  A.  Hitchcock. 

THE  ROHAN'  CATHOLICS 

Have  also  a  neat  church  edifice  in  the  town, 
built  in  1858;  and  their  meetings  are  quite 
well  attended,  though  held  only  about  once  in 
two  weeks. 

MTLLS. 

The  proprietors  of  the  township,  at  a  meeting 
held  Sept.  3,  1771, 

"Voted  lo  give  Samuel  Crippen  fifty  acres 
of  land  upon  his  getting  a  good  gristmill  fit  to 
grind,  by  the  first  of  December  next — said  land 
lying,  thirty  acres  on  the  brook,  taking  a  con- 
venient place  for  the  said  land,  not  encroaching 
upon  the  sawmill  spor,  he  shall  choose,  with 
an  allowance  for  roads  to  said  sawmill,  twenty 
acres  of  said  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
said  Crippeu's  lot  he  now  lives  on.'' 

April  14,  1772,  the  proprietors 

"Voted  to  give  Mr.  Crippen  to  the  first  of 
September  next  to  build  the  gristmill,  upon  the 
said  condition  that  he  builds  a  good  mill." 

Mr.  Crippen  evidently  commenced  the  con- 
struction of  the  gristmill  in  1772,  and  quite 
likely  it  was  completed  that  year,  as  we  find 
that  the  propria  rs,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the 
first  day  of  December,  that  year, 

"  Voted  that  Samuel  Crippen  should  have  the 
land  which  was  formerly  given  him  by  the 
proprietors  of  this  place  for  the  building  of  a 
gristmill,  upon  condition  said  Crippen  keeps 
paid  gri-tniill  in  goo  !  repair  ten  years  from  this 
time,  fir,  for  grinding.'' 

But  it  would  appear  that  the  mill,  in  a  little 
moro  than  a  year,  was  out  of  repair;  as  the 
proprietors,  at  a  meeting  held  March  S,  1771, 

"  Voted  that  Samuel  Crippen  should  have  un- 
til the  first  day  of  May  next  to  get  his  grist- 
mil1  ir  good  repair." 

This  mill  stood  on  14  Mill  Brook,"  (now  Suck- 


er Brook,)  and  very  near  where  William  C. 
Cotting's  chair  shop  now  stands.  This  was  the 
first  mill  built  in  the  township,  and  most  of  the 
grinding  was  done  here  for  several  years. 

The  second  gristmill  in  this  town  was  built 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Stevens'  brook,  in  1774,  or 
early  in  '75,  by  Roger  Stevens,  Jr.  Fifteen 
acres  of  land  was  laid  out  here  by  the  proprie- 
tors, in  the  fall  of  1772,  "for  the  use  of  the 
town  for  the  building  of  a  mill."  It  is  not 
probable  that  grinding  was  done  at  this  mill 
more  than  2  years,  as  early  in  the  war  Stevens, 
the  owner  of  the  mill,  constructed  a  raft  upon 
which  he  put  his  mill  stones,  and  floated  them 
down  the  Creek  to  Middlebury,  and  then  joined 
the  British  army.  He  never  returned  to  Pitts- 
ford  to  reside,  but  after  the  war  he  located  ia 
Canada,  where  he  was  afterwards  drowned. 
The  mill  was  never  afterwards  used,  though  the 
structure  remained  there  for  years,  and  the  bed- 
sills  are  still  to  be  seen  in  their  original  po- 
sition. 

The  third  gristmill  was  built  in  1783,  on 
Furnace  brook,  by  Elder  Eiisha  Rich.  It  stood 
a  few  rods  below  the  bridge,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Furnace  Flat  to  Chittenden.  This 
mill  was  purchased  the  following  year  by  Eiisha 
Adams,  and  was  long  kept  in  operation  by  the 
Adams  family. 

The  fourth  gristmill  wras  built  in  1785,  on 
what  was  then  called  East  Branch,  by  Nehe- 
miah  Hopkins.  It  stood  near  where  Mr.  John 
Stevens'  mill  now  stands.  This  mill  was  kept 
in  operation  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  or  some  one  of 
his  sous,  for  some  years,  and  then  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  John  Penfield,  who  ran  it  quite 
as  many  years.  This  mill  did  moie  business 
than  any  other  in  the  early  day,  and  the  new 
mill  on  the  same  site,  now  owned  by  Mr.  John 
Stevens,  is  the  only  gristmill  in  the  town. 

About  the  year  1790  a  gristmill  was  built  in 
Whipple  Hollow  by  Gideon  Sheldon.  It  stood 
on  a  small  stream  about  100  rods  S.  W.  of  the 
present  residence  of  Byron  Morgan, 

The  proprietors,  at  a  meeting  held  April  14, 
1772. 

"Voted  to  givo  F»dix  Powell  fifty  acres  of 
land  lying  upon  the  brook,  upon  conditions  he 
get  a  good  sawmill  agoing  by  the  first  of  De- 
cember next,  and  keep  it  in  repair  five  years  " 

Mr.  Powell,  leaving  the  town  soon  after,  did 
not  accomplish  the  work.  Ace  irdingty  we  find 
the  proprietors,  at  a  meeting  held  April  20, 
1773, 

"Voted  to  give  Jonathan  Fas«ett  fift**  ncrrs 
of  land,  upon  conditions  said  F;i>^"U  sli  i 
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a  pood  sawmill  by  the  first  of  December  next. 
Said  Jonathan  Fussett's  fifty  acres  of  land  is  to 
be  laid  out  where  it  was  formerly  given  to  Felix 
Powell  for  the  building  of  the  same  sawmill.'' 

Mr.  Fassett  commenced  building  the  mill,  but 
did  not  complete  it  that  year ;  and  the  proprie- 
tors, at  a  meeting  March  8,  1774, 

'•Voted  that  Jonathan  Fassett  should  have 
till  the  the  first  of  May  next  to  get  his  sawmill 
completed." 

And  it  is  believed  that  it  was  finished  that 
year,  and  perhaps  at  the  time  specified.  This 
mill  stood  on  Sucker  brook,  and  about  50  rods 
north  of  the  gristmill  built  by  Mr.  Crippen.  A 
sawmill  has  been  kept  on  the  same  site  to  the 
present  time — the  one  now  (1870)  there  being 
owned  by  Mr.  Barber.* 

The  second  sawmill  in  the  town  was  built 
by  Col.  Cooley,  about  the  year  17S0;  though 
from  the  fact  that  his  brother  Gideon,  at  a  later 
period,  owned  a  part  of  this  mill,  it  would  seem 
probable  that  the  two  brothers  built  it  together. 
This  mill  stood  on  Sucker  Brook,  and  about  100 
rods  south  of  Mr.  Crippen's  gristmill.  It  con- 
tinued to  be  used  till  about  the  year  1800, 
when  it  was  abandoned. 

The  third  sawmill  was  built  by  Elisha  Adams 
in  17S4,  and  it  stood  near  the  gristmill  built  by 
Elisha  Rich.  This  was  also  kept  in  operation 
many  years. 

The  fourth  sawmill  was  built  by  Nehemiah 
Hopkins,  soon  after  he  built  his  gristmill,  and 
it  stood  about  where  Hiram  Leonard  s  sawmill 
now  stands. 

The  fifth  sawmill  was  built  by  Col.  Benjamin 
and  Capt.  Caleb  Cooley,  about  the  year  1792; 
and  it  stood  on  East  branch  or  Furnace  brook, 
about  50  rods  below  Hopkins'  mill,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  stream.  This  mill  was  carried  away 
by  the  freshet  of  1811. 

Stephen  Jenner  also  built  a  sawmill  about 
the  year  1800,  a  few  rods  below  the  chair-shop 
now  owned  by  William  C.  Cotting  ;  and  not  far 
from  this  time  Elisha  "Woodruff  built  a  sawmill 
where  Samuel  Nurse's  mill  now  stands. 
schools. 

There  is  nothing  upon  the  record*  to  show 
when  the  first  school  in  the  town  was  opened, 
nor  by  whom  it  was  taught.  By  the  charter 
one  share  of  land  was  reserved  "  for  the  benefit 
of  schools  in  said  town."  This  was  laid  out  as 
follows : 

1784,  Nov.  27,  74  acres,    1785,  Oct  5,  100 

*  Thin  nt ill  has  recently  heeu  purchased  by  Mr.  Bur- 
lier of  E  I  ward  Cutting,  un<l  in  situated  just  north  of  the 
Col  burn  bridge. 


acres;  1788,  May  3,  110  acres;  1799,  May  iO, 
210  acres;  1804,  Dec.  5,  21  £  acres.  Total, 
515 £  acres.  This  was  considerably  more  than 
the  charter  required,  and  shows  a  commendable 
liberality  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors.  But 
no  income  c^uld  have  been  derived  from  these 
lots  for  some  years  after  they  were  lai  I  out, 
consequently  the  early  schools  roust  have  been 
supported  by  the  payment  of  tuition — by  vol- 
untary contributions,  or  by  a  tax  upon  the  pro- 
prietors: but  as  we  find  no  evidence  of  the 
latter,  we  conclude  that  they  were  sustained  by 
one  or  both  of  the  former  measures. 

The  first  school-teacher  in  the  town,  of  whom 
we  have  any  knowledge,  was  Caleb  Hend'3e, 
Jr.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Pea.  Caleb  Hen- 
dee,  and  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Ct.,  Oct.  21, 
1768,  and,  at  the  age  of  5  years,  brought  to 
Pittsford  to  reside  a  short  time  with  an  uncle; 
and,  in  about  a  year  from  that  time,  (1774,)  his 
father  purchased  land  and  located  in  Pittslbrd. 
Young  Hendee  had  a  vigorous  mind,  and  a 
great  thirst  for  knowledge  ;  but  his  school  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited. 

In  the  month  of  December.  1784,  he  was 
sent  to  a  boarding  school  in  Danby,  where  he 
remained  4  months,  and  studied  arithmetic, 
geometry  and  surveying.  This,  he  says,  was 
the  most  essential  part  of  the  school  instruction 
he  received  of  his  father.  After  his  return  from 
Danby,  his  father  purchased  him  a  set  of  sur- 
veying instruments,  and  he  commenced  the 
business  of  land  surveying,  which  he  occasion- 
ally followed  for  nearly  40  years.  In  17SG  he 
taught  his  first  school  in  Pittsford.  and  continu- 
ed to  teach  in  the  winter  season,  for  eight  years, 
including  three  years  that  he  taught  school  con- 
tinually. 

March  14,  1791,  the  town  chose  Amasa  Ladd, 
Thomas  Hammond,  Amos  Kellogg,  David  Cit- 
chell,  John  Barnes,  John  Hitchcock  and  James 
E wings,  a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into 
school  districts.  This  committee  divided  the 
town  into  six  districts,  and  made  their  report 
accordingly,  which  was  accepted  by  the  town. 
In  this  division,  No.  1  extended  from  Col.  Coo- 
ley's  dwelling  house  so  far  north  as  to  ineludo 
what  is  now  the  village.  Xo.  2  included  the 
territory  from  Col.  Gooley's  to  the  south  lino  of 
the  town.  No.  3  included  what  is  now  the 
Mills,  and  considerable  territory  to  the  east- 
ward. No.  4  included  what  is  now  Hitchcock- 
ville,  and  extended  enstwardly  to  the  town  line. 
No  5  included  the  territory  from  the  north  line 

of  No.  1  to  the  north  line  of  the  town.  No.  6 
included  the  S.  E.  Dart  of  the  town. 
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This  division  did  trot  include  all  tin*  territory 
in  the  town,  but  Unit  part  of  it,  only,  which 
had  the  most  of  the  inJuabitauts ;  and  the  boun- 
daries of  these  were  vpiy  indeliuite.  Some  of 
the  early  schools  were  kept  in  private  houses; 
though  district  No.  1  built  a  school-house  soon 
after  the  division,  anil  this  stood  about  ISO  rods 
south  of  the  present  residence  of  Or,  Caverly. 
No.  3  built  a  school-house  about '20  rods  north 
of  the  present  residence  of  S.  U.  Kellogg;,  Ksq. 
No.  5  built  a  schoubhonse  a  Jew  rods  south  of 
the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Junia  Sargent. 

As  the  population  of  the  town  has  increased 
the  school  dis.  rids  have  been  multiplied  from 
time  to  time,  till  now  (here  are  1  i)  districts,  and 
the  in'o'sM  of  these  districts  have  convenient 
school-houses,  and  support  schools  frOm  3  to  9 
months  in  a  year. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The  first  man  living  in  IMitsford  who  had  the 
title  of  doctor,  was  Amos  Fassc  t — though  we 
are  informed  by  one  of  his  sons  that  he  was  not 
a  physician  ;  but  we  arc  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  title  which  is  given  him  upon  the  records, 
unless  he  had  made  some  pretensions  to  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  lie  was  born  in  Hard- 
wire, Mass.,  in  June,  17r)- — moved  to  Benning- 
ton with  his  father's  family  in  17-61 — married 
Anna  Lawrence  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  in  1  773 — 
came  to  Pitt-ford  in  1775,  and  located  in  a  log 
bouse  which  lie  had  built  about  ?>Q  rods  west 
of  the  present  village,  and  on  what  was  then 
the  old  Crown  Point  road,  lie  left  Pittsford 
about  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  invasion. 

It  is  evident  that  AlUTHAK  MlLLARD  (as  he 
spelled  his  name)  was  the  first  regularly  edu- 
cated physician  in  Pittsford.  lie  was  of  Welsh 
descent  and  some  members  of  the  family  resid- 
ed for  a  time  in  Warwick,  It.  I.  Doctor  .Millard 
was  born  June  '12,  1741,  at  llehoboih,  Mass. 
He  was  educated  for  a  physician  ;  but  we  are 
not  able  to  learn  where,  or  who  were  his  early 
instructors,  lie  married  Tabkha  Ilopk ins,  w  ho 
was  born  Met.  Id,  1715,  daughter  of  Kbcnezer 
Hopkins  of  Ilarwinton,  Conn  ,  afterwards  of 
Pittsford,  Art.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
went  to  reside  in  Duethess  county,  New  York, 
where  their  first  child  was  born  May  G,  17(13. 
Doct.  Millard  located  in  Pittsford  in  the  spring 
of  178S.  His  first  purchase  of  real  estate  in 
this  town  was  "one  certain  acre  Lot  of  land  in 
the  town  plat,  viz.  lot  No.  f>i>  drawn  in  favor 
of  Abraham  Morion,  original  proprietor."  The 
deed  bears  date  April  11,  17SS,  ami  was  in 
consideration  of  i2( )s.  He  soon  after  purchas- 
ed lot  No.  'J  of  the  town  plat,  or  wdiat  is  now 


I  the  8.  W.  corner  of  the  lot  own.  d  bv  ' '.  A. 
Hitchcock  being  nearly  identical  with  the  ;;:ir- 

I  den  west  of  the  present  house.  He  chared 
this  lot,  and  built  upon  it  a  house  Which  was 
probably  the  loiirth  dwelling-house  then  send- 
ing on  "Blackberry  Hill."*    The  lu>use  was  a 

|  small  one,  hastily  const rueted,  and  was  occup  r  1 
as  soon  as  it  was  completed  ,  and  their  young- 
est child,  Solomon  Kddy,  was  born  here,  Feb-. 
17,  1,780.  Doct.  Millard  left  Pittsford  about  the 
year  I  SO  L 

Doct.  A i.kxaxdkii  Ewincs  located  in  this 
town  in  17'>2.  lie  was  the  son  of  Kcv.  Alex- 
ander Ivwings,  a  Scotchman  by  lyrih.  and  a 
eraduate  of  the  University  of  Kdinburji.  an  I 
was  eaHy  connected  with  the  British  arinv, 
holding  the  Commission  (if  adjutant.  He  earn.; 
to  America  under  the  noted  Ccucral  ftraddock, 
and  was  with  him  in  the  disastrous  expedition 
against  Fort  du  Quesne.  Soon  after  this  h« 
obtained  his  discharge  froth  the  army,  ami  set- 
tled in  Massachusetts  as  a  Baptist  ciergvtnan. 
One  of  his  sons,  Alexander.  Jr.,  the  subj  ct 
of  this  notice,  was  in  early  life  tiie  pupil  of  his 
lather — afterwards  studied  medicine,  married 
and  settled  in  this  town  al  the  I  hue  above  men- 
tioned. He  is  remembered  by  a  few  of  our 
older  inhabitants  as  a  skillful  physician,  and 
as  an  honorable  and  respectable  mm.  In 
1805  he  sold  all  his  real  estate  in  Pittsloid, 
and  not  long  after  removed  to  Canada. 

Doct.  William  Fhikiu;k.  from  Middlerown, 
located  here  in  lHjJ.  He  was  regarded  as  a 
man  of  sound  judgment,  and  w;e  well  read  in 
his  profession,  and  during  his  residence  here, 
he  did  an  extensive  business,  lie  left  town  in 
1Mb. 

Ducr.  Kkn-llm  Wixsi.ow  commenced  prac- 
tiee  in  Piltsiord  in  BSD*.  He  was  born  in 
Ponifret,  Vt.,  Oct.  10,  17s  1— married  Beulah 
Dana  May  1,  lt>09,  His  professional  labors  in 
this  town  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly 
half  a  century,     lie  died  Jan.  4,  lMii. 

Doct  Fukkmax  11.  Morr,  from  Brand-m, 
located  here  in  1819.  He  was  a  son  of  L>ca. 
John  Mott.  wdio  was  a  soldier  in  the  French 
war,  and  afterwards  settled  in  the  south  part 
of  Brandon,  and  became  identified  with  the 
most  important  events  in  the  early  hi-torv  of 
that  town.  Doctor  Mott  remained  in  Pittsford 
only  one  or  two  years 

Doer.  A  u;ox  Bakku  commenced  practice 
hero  in  1S_'L.',  but  died  after  a  residence  hereof 
one  or  I  wo  years. 

*  The  Bite  oF  tLo  prosout  village  waa  ouco  called 
Uliickbstry  Hill. 
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Doct.  Plleg  Barlow  located  here,  also,  in 
1822.  He  was  the  soq  of  William  Barlow  of 
this  town,  who  formerly  resided  in  Greenwich, 
Mass.  Doct  Barlow  studied  medicine  with 
Doct.  Baker,  and  graduated  at  the  Castleton 
Medical  College  in  lS21,and  the  following  year 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  this  town,  and  remained  here  till  1S3S,  when 
he  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  afterwards 
died. 

Doct.  George  B.  Armixgton  located  in  this 
town  in  1828.  He  was  a  son  of  William  Arm- 
ington  of  Chester,  and  was  born  Oct.  14,  1S01 
— studied  medicine  with  doctor  Abraham  Low- 
ell of  his  native  town,  and  graduated  at  the 
Castleton  Medical  College.  He  commenced 
practice  in  Wilmington  ;  but  removed  to  this 
town  at  the  time  above  mentioned.  He  con- 
tinued an  active  practitioner  here  up  to  within 
a  few  months  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  4,  1863. 

Doct.  A.  G.  Dana  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  this  town  about  the  time,  or 
perhnps  a  little  before  Doctor  Armington.  He 
was  born  Sept.  17,  1791,  in  that  part  of  Cam- 
bridge which  now  constitutes  the  town  of 
Newton,  Mass.  When  IS  years  of  age,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother-in  law,  Doct.  H.  Winslow,  with  whom 
he  remained  a  short  time.  He  continued  2  years 
with  Doct.  Selah  Gridley  of  Castleton,  and  fin- 
ished with  Doct.  Joel  Green  of  Brandon.  He 
remained  in  Pittsford  till  1843,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Brandon,  where  he  died,  Aug.  20, 
1861. 

Doct.  James  S.  Ewi.vgs  was  a  son  of  James 
Ewings,  lr.,  and  grandson  of  James  E wings, 
Esq..  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town.  He 
was  born  in  Heldemand,  New  Castle  District, 
Canada,  April  13.  1S12.  and  received  his  lit- 
erary, and  the  most  of  his  medical  education 
in  Canada  ;  but  graduated  at  the  Castleton 
Medical  College  in  1835,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Bridp.irt,  Addison 
county;  but  soon  after  came  to  Pittsford,  and 
formed  a  copartnership  with  his  brother  in-law, 
Doct.  Peleg  C.  Barlow.  He  remained  in  Pitts- 
ford till  1847.  when  he  removed  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  where  he  now  resides. 

Doct.  Eoenkzhr  I1.  Dkury  eommenced  the 
praciice  of  medicine  here  in  1843.  He  is  the 
eon  of  Calvin  Drury  arid  was  born  in  Pittsford 
Aug.  7.  18J3 — studied  medicine  with  Doctor 
A.  Or.  Dana,  and  graduated  at  the  Castleton 
Medical  •  ,olltve  in  June.  1 842.  In  the  fall  of 
this  year  he  located  in  Bethel,  Vt.,  but  reniain- 


j  ed  there  only  till  the  following  April,  when  he 

i  came  to  Pittsford.  He  continued  in  active 
practice  here  till  1S63,  when  he  sought  to  re-tire 
from  professional  business,  but  was  induced  to 
attend  upon  a  few  families  that  were  not  willing 
to  give  him  up. 

Doct.  Thomas  J.  Ketcham  of  Sudbury  lo- 
cated here  in  1853.  He  studied  medicine  with 
Doctor  Horton  of  his  native  town,  and  after 
completing  his  medical  course  he  entered  into 
copartnership  with  his  teacher,  with  whom  he 
remained  some  months.  Soon  after  he  came  to 
Pittsford  he  retired  from  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  devoted  his  attention  to  farming;  but 
in  1867  abandoned  farming,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

Besides  the  foregoing  several  other  physicians 
havo  resided  here  for  longer  or  shorter  periods, 
and  among  these  may  be  mentioned  Doctors 
Leonard,  Sheldon,  Crandall,  Willard,  Child, 
Warren  and  Gibbs. 

attorneys. 
The  legal  profession  has  had  but  few  repre- 
sentatives in  Pittsford  Gordon  Newell,  Esq.,  lo- 
cated here  in  1801,  and  for  some  years  did  quite  a 
brisk  business,  and  during  some  pun  of  his  life 
he  had  associated  with  him  his  two  sons,  Joliu 
G.  and  James  ;  but  neither  of  them  have 
done  any  professional  business  for  some  years. 

|  The  father  died  July  3, 1865,  aged  86  years  and 
8  months.    The  son  James  R.  died  August  20, 

I  1864,  aged  55  years  :  John  G.  now  (1870)  re- 
sides in  Boston. 


BURYING  GROUNDS. 

There  are  four  Burying  Grounds  in  town. 
The  first  was  laid  out  in  1785  ;  though  it  is 
evident  that  the  proprietors  intended  this  for 
burial  purposes  long  before  it  was  regularly  laid 
out,  as  it  was  used  for  such  almost  from  the 
first  instances  of  mortality  in  the  township.  It 
contains  two  acres  of  ground,  and  is  located  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road,  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  the  Baptist  meetinghouse. 

The  second  Burying  Ground  was  laid  out  in 
1793.  On  the  4th  of  March,  that  year,  the 
town 

"  Voted  to  lay  out  a  Burying  Place  north- 
east of  the  Meeting  House  Plat,  on  the  Town 
|  Plat. 

"  Chose  Benjamin  Cooloy.  Thomas  Hammond, 
!  Noah  Hopkins.  William  Cox  and  Samuel  Cop- 
1  ley  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  Burying  Place." 

I  At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1T94.  tho 
j  town  instructed  tho  selectmen  to  fence  tho 
.  burying  ground.  Small  appropriations  have 
I  occasionally  been  made  for  repairing  the  lenees, 
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but  no  great  amount  has  ever  been  expended 
in  improvements  upon  the  grounds. 

The  first  interment  in  this  yard  was  in  1793, 
very  soon  after  it  was  laid  out ;  but  it  is  not 
certainly  known  who  the  person  was.  The  first 
grave-stone  put  up  here  bears  the  following 
inscription : 

*  IN  MEMORY  OF 

S  A  LLY  H  AMMOXD, 

Daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hammond  and  Mrs.  Hannah 
his  Wife, 

"Who  died  Sept.  22,  1793,  in  the  9th  year  of  her 
age." 

At  the  grave  of  the  next  person  interred 
here  is  a  stone  with  this  inscription: 

"IN  MEMORY  OF 

"WILLIAM  COX,  Jr., 

SON  OF  MR.  WILLIAM  COX  AND  MRS.  BEULAH  COX, 

Who  died  Nov.  29,  1793, 

AGED  13  YEARS,  6  MONTHS  AND  26  DAYS. 

Death  must  be  paid  when  God  doth  call; 
As  I  have  paid  it,  so  must  all ; 
And  when  you  tlite  memorial  see. 
Prepare  lor  Death,  and  follow  me." 

March  20,  1857,  an  association  composed  of 
a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  was 
formed,  and  took  the  name  of  the  "  Cemetery 
Association,"  and  organized  by  the  choice  of 
David  Hali,  president;  T.  F.  Bogue  and  C.  T. 
Colburn,  vice  presidents ;  S.  Dunklee,  treasur- 
er; Jeremiah  Powers,  H.  F.  Lothrop,  Charles 
Hitchcock,  Cyrus  Dike,  Wm.  B.  Shaw,  George 
B.  Armington  and  S.  E.  Kellogg,  trustees. 

This  association,  by  its  trustees,  purchased 
the  "  Hill  lot,''  consisting  of  6  acres,  a  little 
distance  east  of  the  village,  lor  a  cemetery. 

In  the  following  fall  the  association  applied 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, which  was  granted  Nov.  24th  to  the 
following  named  persons,  viz.  :  David  Hall, 
George  B.  Armington,  Jeremiah  Powers,  Cyru3 
Dike,  Charles  Hitchcock,  Henry  F.  Lothrop, 
William  B.  Shaw,  Thomas  F.  Bogue,  Samuel 
II.  Kellogg,  Charles  T.  Colburn,  Benjamin  F. 
"Wiuslow.  William  F.  Mauley,  Roswell  Wood- 
cock, Royal  Hall  and  Thomas  A-  Hitchcock, 
their  associates  and  successors. 

On  the  15th  of  December  the  association 
"Voted  to  accept  the  act  of  incorporation  as 
the  constitution,  Ac,  of  the  association,''  and 
chose  the  following  officers :  David  Hall  pres- 
ident; "William  F.  Manley,  secretary;  J.  W. 
Duncklee,  treasurer;  H.  F.  Lothrop,  Cyrus 
Dike,  Charles  Hitchcock,  Jeremiah  Powers  and 
Bassett  Loveland,  trustees. 

This  association,  acting  in  their  incorporated 
capacity,  has  tastefully  laid  out  and  improved 


the  grounds  of  the  cemetery,  so  that  it  is  now 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  for  the  purpose 
to  which  it  has  been  consecrated. 

The  first  person  buried  in  this  cemetery  wns 
Richard  M.  Powers,  who  died  Feb.  25,  1848, 
and  was  first  interred  on  his  home  lot,  and  re- 
moved to  the  new  cemetery  July  4,  1837. 

The  Catholics  have  a  cemetery  which  was 
laid  out  in  1S67,  the  site  of  which  is  beautiful, 
but  the  grounds  have  been  but  little  improved. 

LIBRARIAN  SOCIETY  OF  PITTSFORD. 

In  promoting  the  intellectual,  moral  and  re- 
ligious improvement  of  the  people  of  the  town 
this  association  must  be  ranked  in  its  influence 
second  only  to  that  of  the  pulpit  or  the  school- 
room. This  society  was  formed  as  early  as 
1796,  aud  its  constitution  commetices  as  fol- 
lows : 

"We,  the  subscribers,  desirous  of  collecting 
a  Library  for  common  use  among  ourselves, 
with  a  view  to  our  improvement  in  Knowledge, 
Virtue  and  Piety,  consisting  of  Books  of  a  Mor- 
al, Historical,  Philosophical  and  Theological 
kind,  and  others  calculated  to  promote  useful 
Literature  :  For  the  better  execution  of  our 
purpose  and  Government  of  ourselves  in  su -h 
a  Social  Combination,  do  of  our  own  free  will 
mutually  obligate  ourselves  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing Articles." 

There  were  20  articles  in  the  constitution 
all  framed  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of 
the  society,  as  set  forth  in  ftie  preamble  ;  aud 
this  was  signed  by  about  80  persons,  the  most 
of  whom  took  one  share  each,  (a  share  being 
$2,00)  but  several  took  two  shares  each.  The 
funds  thus  raised  were  expended  in  purchasing 
books,  which,  with  a  large  number  donated  to 
the  society,  soon  formed  quite  a  library,  which 
was  opened  alike  to  all  the  members  of  the 
society. 

Additions,  by  purchase  and  donations,  were 
made  from  time  to  time,  up  to  about  the  year 
1838,  when  William  Maclure,  formerly  a  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia,  but  then  residing  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  made  the  society  a  donation  of 
$400,  which  was  augmented  by  subscriptions 
from  the  inhabitants  ot  Pittsford  to  $1000.00. 
This  sum  was  expended  in  purchasing  now 
books,  which,  with  the  books  already  on  hand, 
constituted  a  library  of  over  2000  volume*. 
After  the  very  liberal  donation  of  Mr.  Maclure, 
the  library,  in  honor  of  that  gentleman,  w  is 
named  the  "Maclure  Library."  It  is  opened 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  town  by  the  payment 
of  50  cents,  annually,  by  each  person  using  it.* 

*  See  Auto-lliogruphy  of  Thomas  PaliutT,  iu  j>.v<J« 
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FRAGMENTARY  items.  was  Alfred,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Buck, 

June  '20,  1784,  a  daughter  was  born  to  Eb-  March  28,  1771.  He  grew  to  manhood,  became 
enezer  and  Elizabeth  Lyman,  who  has  been  long  a  useful  citizen,  and  died  May  23,  1842,  le;:v- 
remembered  for  her  rapid  growth  and  enor-  j  ing  several  children,  one  of  whom,  Addison, 
mous  size,  in  proportion  to  her  age.    She  died  i  still  resides  in  town. 

Jan.  23,  1794  In  September  previous  to  her  |  Who  was  the  first- person  that  died  in  this 
death,  being  but  little  more  than  9  years  old,  1  tcnvn  ?  is  a  question  which  we  fear  cannot  now 
she  weighed  174  pounds,  and  at  the  time  of  her  1  be  answered.  Quite  likely  the  infant  daughter 
death  probably  weighed  200  pounds.  She  was  j  0f  Felix  Powell  was  the  first  instance  of  death  ; 
a  healthy  child,  with  common  intelligence,  and  |  but  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  who  was 
her  strength  was  equal  to  her  size.  She  caught  ;  the  first  adult  that  died.  Two  persons  are 
a  slight  cold,  and  was  somewhat  unwell  for  known  to  have  died  at  a  very  early  period— 
about  2  weeks  before  she  died,  but  ate  a  hearty  j  0ne  of  them  was  William  Cox,  Jr.,*  and  the 


breakfast  on  the  morning  preceding  her  death. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  Pittsford  was  a 
daughter  of  Felix  Powell.  The  exact  date  of 
its  birth  is  not  now  known  ;  but  there  can  be 
but  little  doubt  that  it  was  in  1770 — very  soon 
after  Mr.  Powell  located  in  Pittsford.  The  child 
lived  but  a  few  weeks.    The  first  male  child 


other  Isaac  Rood;  but  we  are  not  able  to  stale 
the  exact  time  of  their  death. 

*  William  Cox  had  two  sonB  named  William  :  tlie 
first  was  bi-rn  before  the  War.  and  died  young;  the 
second  William  was  born  in  17.H0,  and  in  th-'  one  men- 
tioned as  having  been  buried  in  ihn  second  burying 
grouud. 


THE  GREAT  REBELLION. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  men  who  enlisted  under  the  call  for  75,000  men. 


Willard  A.  Child, 
Eugene  A  Cooley 
George  II  Lincoln 
Edmund  H.  Stiles, 
Henry  Trumbull, 
Amos  F.  Wallace, 


Rt^r.  Aire.  Enl'd. 


1st 


32 
18 
18 
43 
19 
19 


ISCi 


Must'd. 
May  2 


M'd  our. 
Au*.  16 


Remarks. 
Assistant  Surgeon. 


List  of  men  who  enlisted  under  suhseqitent  calls. 


Co.  Rest.  Age. 


G  5th 

0  7th 

B  2d 

G  5th 


33 
21 
IS 
18 
23 
23 
20 
19 
IS 

H  lstcav.  22 


E  2d  55 
G  5  tli 


7  th 
4th 
5th 
4ti 
7th 


Thomas  Alchin, 
H.  FT.  Alexander, 
James  W.  Blair, 
Peter  H.  Bowlm, 
Ehsha  0.  Blodgctt, 
John  Brisbuy. 
William  H.  Breed, 
Willard  C.  Brown, 
George  Brown, 
Henry  A.  Burr, 
William  Conn  ell, 
Willard  A.  Child, 
Dunham  Clark, 
Sandy  Cook. 
Benjamin  S.  Cooley 
Eugene  A.  Cooley, 
Peter  Deforge, 
E  I  Din  , 
James  P.  Einier, 
Jeremiah  Fallow, 
David  Greenough, 
Cha's  Heinenway, 
Daniel  D.  Ilennessy, 
Willard  S.  Humphrey, 
George  M.  Johnson, 
William  Johnson, 
Milton  Kemp, 
Willis  P.  Iveeler, 
Curtis  Kifnbeiiy, 

Francis  Ladabouehe,  2d  battery  21 
Michael  Maloney, 
Heniy  A  Mitchell, 
K  Uvard  Pelkov, 
Jorummu  Celkey, 


Enlisted. 
Sept  4 
Nov.  6 
Sept.  11 
Aug.  24 
"  22 
"  24 
»  21 

Oct.  22 
Aug.  22 
Oct.  17 
Dec.  17 
Aug.  29 
Sept.  19 
Aug.  28 
Dec.  \4 
Nov.  25 
Dec.  3 


H  5  th 
B   7  th 
H  1st  cav  28 
G  5th  32 
"    7th  45 
2d  25 
:'  29 
5th  18 
2d  ss  20 


B 


Aug.  28 
Dec.  17 
Sept.  23 
Aug.  6 
Nov. 
May 


B  7  th  18 

G  5th  22 

»  »  4l 

i,  „  3;1 


Aug. 
Oct. 


Dec.  16 
"  11 
Aug.  2G 

Sept.  2 


Mustered  in.  Remarks. 
Sept.  20       1st  Lieut,  com'd  Sept.  10  ;  resigned 
Feb.  12,  '62  Died  Feb.  5,  1863.     [Nov.  22,  '61. 
June  20  Discharged. 

Sept.  16,  '62  Died  June  29,  '62.  [Fair  Oaks. 
"  "  Discharged  Nov.  4,  '62  :  wounded  at 
"       '61  [Feb'y  1.  '04. 

"  Promoted  to  corporal,  then  to  serg't, 

Feb.  12 

Sept.  16       Served  full  time,  and  re-enlisted. 
Nov.  19       Disc'd  '62  ;  re-enlis'd  in  Vt.  reserved 
Feb.  12        Died  Aug.  10,  '62,  [corps. 

Ass't  surgeon,  com  August  lo,  'ul. 
Sept.  16       Died  April  24,  '62. 

"     20       Discharged  July  9.  '62. 
Feb.  12       Ke-enlisied  February  28,  '64. 
"  Re-enlisted  February  2S,  '64. 

n 

Died  of  wounds.  Dec.  14,  '62. 

Transf'd  to  invalid  corps,  wounded. 

Died  in  the  service. 

Nov.  19       Discharged  in  the  spring  of  '62. 

Sept.  16       Transferred  to  invalid  corps,  corp'I, 

Feb.  12       Died  August  2,  '62.      [Sept.  1,  '63. 

June  20       Discharged,  Oct.  14,  '62. 
n 

Sept.  16       Discharged,  October  30.  '62. 

Discharged,  June  26,  '62. 


,  '  ruary  6,  '63. 

Died  February  11,  V»t. 
Sept.  16       Killed  at  the  battle  Fair  Oaks,  Juno 
Discharged,  Deo.  14,  Nil.    [29,  »«2. 
"         Discharged,  '63. 
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Co.  Reg't. 

A  3d 
B 


7  th 


William  Pelky, 
Edward  Phalen, 

Amos  Potter,  "  " 

Rollin  C.  Phillips,  R  2d 

William  H.  Rowe,  G  5th 
Jerome  Smith.  2d  Vt.  battery 

William  D  Smith,  E  2d  ss 

Charles  H.  Spencer,  K  1st  cav 

Daniel  W.  Tafr,  G  " 

Henry  Trumbull,  H  5th 
Arnold  F.  Wallace,  2d  Vt.  bat. 

William  S.  Walker,  B  7th 

Seneca  E  Wheeler,  I  " 

Dan  K  Hall,  G  12th 

Rufus  E.  Jones,  " 

Stephen  C.  Allen,  " 

Alexander  Bean,  " 

George  W.  Barnard,  "' 

Cornelius  Bradley,  " 

Thomas  Clark,  " 

Henry  S  Dike,  " 

Robert  Elliott,  " 

George  Granger,  " 

Charles  Hudson,  " 

Caleb  R.  Hendee,  " 

John  Keough,  " 

Milton  V.  Kemp,  " 

Alven  S.  Kemp,  " 
William  H.  Morseman,  ' 
George  H.  Morseman,  " 

Felix  Poro,  " 

Jock  Poro,  " 

Chig  Poro,  " 

William  H.  Palmer,  " 

Amos  J.  Powers,  " 

Dennis  Smith,  " 

Ithiel  B.  Worden,  " 

Hannibal  L.  Gould,  K  12th 

Daniel  L.  Gould,  " 

John  Fredet,  " 

Albert  W.  Fletcher.  H  *14th 

Albert  Bassett,  " 

Isaac  Gates.  H  " 
Edward  L.  Farmer, 


George  N".  Badger, 
Charles  Bowers, 
Thomas  0.  Brien, 
James  D.  Butler,  Jr., 
James  Blair, 
Loomis  C.  Fay, 
Jesse  Gerard, 
Harvey  Green, 
Samuel  H.  Green, 
E.  V.  N.  Hitchcock, 
Edwin  S.  Hudson, 
Frank  King. 
Charles  Leonard, 
Willard  H.  Mitchill, 
William  Peabody, 
William  Pelky, 
Charles  Prevost, 
Peter  Prevost, 
Francis  A.  Prevost, 
Nathan  N.  Wescott, 
Marcus  Atwood, 
William  H.  Braekett, 
Charles  H.  Burr, 


Age. 

34 
13 
21 
19 
38 
18 
18 
23 
18 
19 
19 

20 
19 
22 
29 
24 
33 
23 
24 
22 
26 
33 
21 
20 
20 
20 
36 
22 
24 
21 
24 
21 
24 
20 
35 
23 
22 
24 
18 
31 
31 
23 


Etilioted. 
Sept.  2 
Dec  3 
Nov.  25 

Aug.  22 
Oct.  14 
Oct.  16 
Sept.  17 
Oct.  2 
Aug.  24 
Oct.  15 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  28 
Auar.  18 


Aug  25 
"  20 
"  18 

"  19 

» 

Aug.  18 
»  20 
»  18 
"  22 
"  18 
"  20 
»  19 
»  IS 


Mustered  in.  Remarks. 

Sept.  IB,  '61  Discharged.     [ry,  '64 — exch'd,  '65. 

Feb.  12  Taken  prisoner  in  Florida,  Februa- 

"  Re  enlisted. 


Sept.  16 
Dec.  16 
Feb.  12 
Nov.  19 

Sept.  16 
Dec.  16 

Feb.  12 
Oct.  4, 


Aug.  25 
"  20 
"  18 
"  19 

>l 

Aug.  18 
"  20 
"  18 
"  22 

Aug.  22 


Discharged  January  6,  '64. 
Discharged  August  24,  '63. 
Died  October  1,  '63. 
Promoted  sergeant. 
Discharged  about  June.  '62. 
Discharged  Nov.  15  '62,  wounded. 
Pro.  cor.,  &  Oct.  15,  '63.  pro.  sergt. 
Discharged  October  8,  '62. 
Died  August  8,  '62. 
'64  Promoted  second  Lieutenant. 
Sergeant.    Mustered  out,  July  14. 


»  21 

»  23 

"  18 

»  20 

"  20 

»  18 

"  25 

"  25 

"  25 
Sept.  10 


Oct.  21 


)> 

21 

Sept.  16 
1862. 

Oct.  21 

C 

10th 

23 

Julv 

28 

Sept.  1 

I 

7th 

18 

Feb. 

11 

B  9th  cav  26 

June 

11 

Julv  9 

18 

June 

9 

Julv  9 

C 

10th 

18 

July 

21 

Sept.  1 

B 

9th 

18 

June 

2 

Julv  9 

38 

May 

29 

July  9 

C 

10th 

42 

Dec. 

2 

Dec.  26 

C 

2d  ss 
7th 

36 
20 

Dec. 

18 

Feb.  4 

10th 

20 

Aug. 

2 

Sept.  1 

G 

5th 

23 

Dec. 

7 

Dec,  12 

C 

loth 

o-> 

July 

31 

Sept.  1 
Feb.  12 

I 

7  th 

19 

Feb. 

8 

0 

10  th 

21 

July 

21 

Sept.  1 

G 

5th 

13 

Aug. 
i 

14 

(i 

19 

C 

7  th 

18 

Dee, 

16 

Feb.  12 

I 

7  th 

23 

Jan. 

15 

n 

C 

10th 

36 

July 

28 

20 

Aug. 

4 

Sept.  11 

<i 

22 

2 

it 

19 

4 

Sept.  1 

Died  May  26,  1863. 
Mustered  out  July  14,  '63. 

"  30 
Left — arras  shot  off,  in  battle  of  Get- 
Mustered  out  July  30.  [tysburgh. 
Captured  and  taken  to  Richmond. 


Promoted  corporal. 
Discharged  January  16, 
Discharged  April  2.  '63. 


1S63. 


Deserted  October  2,  '62. 
Discharged  September  2,  '63. 
"       Aug.  23, '63. 

[Aug.  23,  62. 
Com'd  1st  Lieut;  promoted  captain 
Pro.  hospital  stew'd;  died  Aug  22, 
[1863. 

Mustered  out,  August  30,  1864. 

2d  Serg't;  pro.  1st  Serg't  Oct.  6,  '63. 


Re-enlisted — drummer. 

Killed  in  battle,  November  27, 
Promoted  hospital  steward. 
Fifer. 


*  The  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th  and  16th  Itogiments  were  9  months  men. 
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Co.  Ret.  Age. 
William  A.  Child,  C  Sur'n  32 
Thomas  Cunningham,  C  surg'n  18 


John  C.  Hart, 
Bvrou  D.  Morgan, 
Charles  Mvatt, 
William  Pelky, 

Elliot  Bean, 
Augustus  L.  Breed, 
Charles  F.  Church, 
Nathan  B.  Dutton, 
Darwin  Johnson, 
Frank  King, 
Julius  J.  Provost, 
Edward  Pelky, 
Joseph  X.  Perry, 
Hyman  C.  Rickard, 
George  H.  Swift 
Edmund  R.  Stiles, 
Peter  Trudeau, 

Martin  Duffy, 
Daniel  Haley, 
Morris  Murphy 
Orville  H  Prouty, 
Samuel  Senical, 
John  R.  Wightman, 
Henry  C.  Wood, 

James  R.  Mansfield, 
John  Bushey, 
George  Brown, 
Charles  K.  Spencer, 
Eugene  Cooley, 
Benjamin  S.  Cooley, 
Francis  A.  Prevost, 
Joseph  Sou  lie, 
Peter  Prevost, 
Nelson  Vever. 
Willard  C.  Brown, 
Willis  F.  Keeler, 
Henry  A.  Burr, 
Charles  A.  Nichols, 
James  Hammersly, 
John  Fredet, 
Peter  Thomas, 
Isaac  Root, 
Albert  Fredet, 
Scott  Maynard, 
Michael  Higrrins, 
James  D.  Butler,  Jr. 


1st  S3 

10th  19 
5th  13 
13 


Enlisted. 

2 
4 


Mustered  in. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


11th 

9th 

11th 


5th 
Uth 
5th 
11th 

3d  ss 
10th 
11th 

17th 

-5th 
17th 
10th 
17th 


18 
27 
26 
42 
34 
23 
18 
22 
21 
22 

44 
21 


July  21 

Dec.  18 
7 


July  21 
Dec.  7 
Mav  27 
July  3 

Dec.  8 
July  21 

April  12 
Mar  15 

Mar  31 

Feb.  13 
Mar  15 


Sept 
a 

1863. 

Dec.  i 


Remarks. 

Elected  and  commissioned  Aus'is:t 
[6,  1862. 

Died  November  18,  1862. 


Dec.  12 

Dec.  26 
1864. 
April  12 


Oct.  14 
April  12 


Discharged  January  15,  1864. 


Deserted  March  9,  '64. 


F  4th 
G  5th 
G  5th 
K 1st  cav 
B  7th 


He-enlisted  Veterans. 
Dec.  16  '63 


'64 


Mar 
Fel 


25 
23 


C  7th 
I  7<h 

E  2d  reg.  ss 
H 

Veteran  reserve  corps 


B  7th 


7  th 

C  10th 
7  th 


32 
20 
21 


Feb.  28 

June  6 
Aug.  15 


Feb.,  1865. 


First  enlistment. 

Second  enlistment  for  one  year, 
it  >i 

ii  u 
First  enlistment. 

Hancock's  Veterans. 


TOWN  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Pittsford  has  been  represented  in  the  Gen-  j  1814  and  '16— Gordon  Newell,  1813 
eral  Assembly  of  the  State  since  1778  by  33! — Jonathan  Warner  '23,  '24  and  '25- 


different  persons,  as  follows: 

By  Jonathan  Fassett,  in  1778,  '83  and  '84 — 
by  Ebenezer  Drury  in  '79,  '80 '81  and  '82— Elea- 
zer  Harwood,  in  17S5 — by  Gideon  Cooley,  in 
1787— by  Noah  Hopkins,  in  1783  and  '89— by 
Benjamin  Cooley,  in  1790,  '91,  92,  '93,  and  '97 
—by  Thomas  Hammond,  in  1794,  '99,  1800, 
'01,  '02,  '05,  'OS,  '10,  '11  and '12— by  Amos 
Kellogg,  in  1795,  '96  and  '9S— by  Caleb  lieu 
dee,  Jr.,  in  1803,  '04,  '06,  '07  '09,  *13,  »15,  '17, 
'20, '21  and  '22 — by  William  Harrington,  in 


and  '19 
—Lyman 

Granger,  '26  and  '27 — German  Hammond,  '23 
Josiah  Barlow,  '29  and  30— German  F.  Ileu- 
deo,  '35  and  '52 — Samuel  H.  Kellogg,  '36,  '37, 
'38,  '39,  '42,  '43  and  '44 — Henry  Simonds,  '40 
and  '41  —  Thomas  P.  Bogue,  '45  —  Jaffrey 
Barnes,  '46  and  '47— David  Hall, '48  and  '49— 
Simeon  Gilbert,  '50  and  '51— Charles  Hitch- 
cock, '53  and  '54 — H.  W.  Merrill,  '55 — Jona- 
than Warner,  '56  and  '57 — Jaffrey  A.  Randall, 
'53  and  '59 — Chester  Granger,  '60  and  01 — 
Henry  F.  Lothrop,  '62  and  '63 — Isaac  C.  Whear 
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ton,  '64  and  '65 — Asa  Nurse,  '66  and  '67 — 
Daniel  P.  Peabody,  '68  and  !69 — Carlos  A. 
Hitchcock,  70  and  71 — A.M.  Caverly,  72  and 
73.  In  1785,  1831,  '32,  '33  and  '34,  no  rep- 
resentatives  were  chosen. 

REV.  ELEAZER  HARWOOD. 

Of  the  ancestry  of  Rev.  Eleazer  Harwood 
very  little  is  known.  According  to  tradition 
he  was  born  in  Hard  wick,  Mass.,  about  the 
year  1737.  His  early  advantages  for  mental 
improvement  were  exceedingly  limited,  but  by 
diligence  and  perseverance  he  acquired  a  very 
good  English  education  ;  and  possessing  a  vig- 
orous and  well  balanced  mind,  he  soon  became 
a  man  of  influence,  and  was  noted  for  sound 
judgment  and  ardent  piety.  "While  a  young 
man  he  became  a  weaver  by  trade — a  business 
which  he  was  intending  to  follow  for  a  liveli- 
hood through  life. — and  married  Elizabeth,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Montague,  May  28,  1761  ; 
and  either  then,  or  very  soon  after,  located  in 
Bennington,  Vt. ;  he  and  Mrs.  Harwood  became 
members  of  the  Bennington  church  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  in  1762.  June  9,  1768,  Mr. 
Harwood  and  Joseph  Safford  were  elected  dea- 
cons, and  the  first  of  which  there  is  any  record. 
As  early  as  1776  he  bought  a  lot  of  land  in 
Pittsford,  with  the  intention  of  removing  here 
with  his  family;  but  the  disturbances  growing 
out  of  the  war  caused  a  postponement  of  his 
removal  till  1780,  when  he  took  up  his  perma- 
nent residence  in  Pittsford.  For  the  first  five 
years  of  his  residence  here  his  time  was  divided 
between  his  trade  and  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  land.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
active  and  influential  in  organizing  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Pittsford,  April  14, 1784,  and 
was  chosen  one  of  the  first  two  deacons.  Being 
a  ready  and  easy  speaker,  gifted  in  prayer,  well 
read  in  the  Scriptures,  and  a  very  devoted 
Christian,  the  church  extended  to  him  a  call 
to  become  their  first  pastor.  Here  a  new  field 
was  opened  to  his  mind,  and  one  he  had  never 
thought  of  entering  ;  but  after  careful  consid- 
eration and  earnest  prayer  for  divine  guidance, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  accept  the  call,  and  was 
accordingly  ordained  and  installed  about  the 
17th  of  March,  17S5.  As  a  pastor  he  was  very 
successful,  aud  blessed  with  extensive  revivals; 
one,  in  1803,  is  still  remembered  by  a  few  of 
our  older  inhabitants.  He  died  May  19,  1S07, 
44  much  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him." 

REV.  ELISHA  RICH 

"Was  the  son  of  Elisha,  who  was  born  in  Oxford, 
Mass., — married  Mary  Davis,  and  located  in 
Sutton,  where  he  had  tho  following  children  : 


Thomas,  Elisha,  Nathaniel,  Charles,  Mary,  Ja- 
cob, Elizabeth,  Caleb,  Ebenezer,  Hannah,  Sa- 
rah, Judith  and  Joseph. 

Elisha,  the  second  son,  was  born  April  7, 
1740,  and  at  the  age  of  14  years,  apprenticed 
to  a  gunsmith,  a  trade  which  he  learned  aud 
practised  some  years.  He  was  pious  from  his 
youth,  and  at  a  very  early  age  commenced 
preaching  the  Baptist  doctrines.  He  married 
Phebe,  "daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bachelder  and 
Experience  his  wife,"  of  Brimtield,  Mass.,  and 
located  in  Royalston,  of  which  town  he  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  the  proprietors 
thereof  gave  him,  in  1771,  the  title  to  "set- 
tler's lot,"  containing  200  acres,  ;i  he  having 
settled  two  families  thereon,  and  in  all  respect3 
done  and  performed  the  duty  of  two  settlers  on 
said  lot"* 

From  Royalston  he  removed  to  Framingham, 
where  he  preached  a  short  time,  and  from 
thence  to  Chelmsford,  where  he  preached  about 
two  years,  and  was  there  ordaiued  October  4, 
1774.  About  the  year  1177  he  removed  to 
Saltash  (now  Plymouth)  Vt.,  where  he  remain- 
ed about  one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Claren- 
don, where  he  resided  5  years.  He  located  is 
Pittsford  in  the  spring  of  1783,  and  on  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Baptist  church  the  following  year, 
was  employed  as  their  preacher  ;  though  he  was 
not  installed  till  March  17,  '85.  He  continued 
his  pastoral  labors  with  the  church  till  April  23, 
1803,  when  the  church  "voted  to  dismiss  Elder 
Elisha  Rich  from  tiie  pastoral  charge  of  this 
church,  by  agreement  with  the  Elder  and  the 
church."  Soon  after  tho  termination  of  his 
pastorate  here,  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  located  Dear  Sugar  River,  a  branch  of  the 
Susquehanah,  where  he  and  his  wife  soon  af- 
ter died. 

GEN.  CALEB  HEN'DEE. 

As  already  stated  General  Hen  dee  was  bora 
in  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Pittsford  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  town.  His  early  school 
advantages  were  very  .limited ;  but  he  possess- 
ed a  strong  mind,  and,  by  close  application  to 
study,  soon  become  proficient  in  almost  every 
branch  pertaining  to  a  thorough  English  educa- 
tion. But  his  principal  forte  was  mathematics, 
to  which  he  devoted  a  large  share  of  his  atten- 
tion, and  in  this  department  of  learning  became 
quite  celebrated  as  a  teacher,  and  young  men 
from  different  sections  of  the  country  frequent- 
ly resorted  to  him  for  instruction. 

*  Royalston  Record*. 
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His  talents,  promptness  and  energy  soon  be- 
gan to  command  the  respect  of  his  follow-cit- 
izens.  He  was  appointed  land-surveyor  when 
19  years  of  age,  being  sworn  into  that  office 
May  30,  17SS,  and  appointed  county  surveyor 
for  Rutland  county  in  March,  1798,  and  survey- 
or-general in  October,  1817.  He  was  chosen 
one  of  the  listers  of  the  town  in  1790,  when 
but  21  years  of  age,  which  offico  he  held  more 
than  30  years ;  twice  or  three  time3  he  served 
as  assessor  under  the  General  Government. 

In  1821  and  '24  he  was  chosen  a  delegate  to 
the  county  conventions  for  those  years,  for 
equalizing  the  appraisals  in  the  county.  In 
March,  1793,  he  was  appointed  first  constable 
and  collector  of  taxes,  and  in  October,  '97,  by 
the  Legislature  a  justice  of  the  peace — to  which 
office  he  was  re-elected  from  year  to  year  till 
1826,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  appointed 
first  side  or  assistant  judge  of  the  county  court 
in  October,  1806,  and  judge  of  probate  in 
'09  and  '10.  He  was  elected  town  clerk  and 
town  treasurer  in  March,  1800,  and  re-elected 
every  year,  with  one  exception,  till  '2'3,  when 
he  declined  a  re-election.  He  was  appointed 
easign  in  the  3d  company  of  the  3d  regiment 
of  the  2d  brigade,  and  2d  division  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State,  in  1794,  and  captain  of  the 
same  company,  Oct.  29,  '95  ;  major  of  the  said 
regiment,  Feb.  25,  1801 ;  brigade  major  and 
inspector  soon  after;  colonel,  August  28,  '07, 
acd  brigadier  general,  October  21,  1807,  which 
office  he  held  till  October,  1810,  when  he  re- 
signed, aud  was  honorably  discharged. 

He  was  elected  a  representative  from  this 
town  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  in 
1803,  and  was  re  elected  in  the  years  '04,  fC6, 
•07,  '09  '13,  '15,  '17,  '20,  '21  and'22. 

In  1814  he  commanded  a  company  of  volun- 
teers on  an  expedition  to  Plattsburgh,  and 
joined  General  McComb  in  the  defence  of  that 
place;  but  did  not  arrive  there  till  the  day  af- 
ter the  battle  was  fought. 

He  was  frequently  appointed  on  committees 
by  the  Legislature,  superior  and  county  court5", 
to  lay  out  roads,  &c.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
he  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town, 
and  his  public  services,  extending  from  1788, 
tip  to  the  time  when  the  infirmities  of  ago  and 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  to  pri- 
vate life,  are  interwoven  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  town's  history.  He  dio'd  Dec.  4, 
1854  aged  86  years. 

HON\  THOMAS  IIAMMOXD 

Was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  17G2,  and 


at  the  age  of  four  years  was  carried  to  Leices- 
ter, where  he  was  bound  to  a  farmer  by  the 
name  of  Denny,  in  whose  service  he  remained 
16  years.  In  1778  he  enlisted  in  the  Contin- 
ental army,  and  was  stationed  several  months 
at  West  Point,  where  he  served  as  5th  corpor- 
al— a  position  of  which,  as  he  used  to  say,  he 
felt  prouder  than  of  any  other  he  ever  after- 
wards held.  He  served  but  9  months  in  the 
army,  and  then  returned  to  Leicester.  In  1782 
he  came  to  Shaftsbury,  Bennington  county,  Vt., 
where  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Icha- 
bod  Cross,  March  25,  1784.  The  following  year 
his  father-in-law  gave  him  110  acres  of  land  in 
Pittsford,  upon  which  he  built  a  log-house,  and 
commenced  to  reside  here  the  same  year. 

His  indomitable  energy,  sound  judgment  and 
strict  integrity  soon  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  his  fellow- townsmen,  and  he  was  entit- 
led to  and  received  their  confidence  and  es- 
teem. The  long  pending  land-title  controversy 
between  the  Yorkers  and  Green  Mountain  B073 
having  been  finally  adjusted  by  an  agreement 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  pay  to  New  York 
the  sura  of  $  30,000.  in  full  satisfaction  of  their 
claim  to  the  title  of  lands,  or  the  right  of  juris- 
diction in  this  State,  Colonel  Hammond  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  transporting  the  hard 
money  to  Albany,  on  which  occasion  he  was 
accompanied  by  the  then  treasurer  of  the  State, 
Hon.  Samuel  Mattocks,  on  horseback,  armed 
with  a  sword,  and  attended  by  his  son,  after- 
wards Governor  Mattocks,  to  guard  the  precious 
metals^ 

Colonel  Hammond  held,  at  different  times, 
almost  every  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  represented  the  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  ten  years;  was 
repeatedly  chosen  by  the  freemen  of  the  State 
as  one  of  the  executive  Council,  and  for  seven 
years  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  county  court. 
In  all  the  public  stations  which  he  was  called 
to  fill,  he  was  distinguished  for  unwavering  in- 
tegrity and  profound  sagacity.  He  was  a  man 
of  piety,  and  did  much  to  support  the  religious 
institutions  of  the  town — was  a  warm  friend  of 
the  Bible,  missionary,  tract  and  other  kindred 
causes,  to  five  of  which,  including  the  Coloniz- 
ation Society,  ho  left  legacies  by  his  last  will. 
He  died  April  4,  1847. 

CATHOLIC  CHURCH"  IN  PITTSFORD. 
FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  BURLINGTON'. 

The  Catholic  conurbation  of  Pittsford  is 
made  up  chiefly  of  Irish  farmers.  They  num- 
ber about  100  families  and  are  regularly  at- 
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tended  from  Brandon.  The  Catholic  church 
of  Pittsford,  which  is  a  substantial  brick 
building,  was  erected  through  the  care  of 
Rev.  Ch.  Boylan  of  Rutland  in  the  year  1859. 
The  congregation  has  also  a  grave-yard  which 
has  not  yet  been  consecrated.  The  title  of 
the  church  is  St.  Alphonsu<  Maria,  in  mem- 
ory of  St.  Alphonsus  Liguori  lately  pro- 
claimed Doctor  of  the  Church. 

MICAIAH  FAIRFIELD 

was  born  in  1786,  and  went  to  college 
from  Pittsford.  He  was  the  valedictorian  of 
his  class.  He  wa3  graduated  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary  in  1S11,  in  that  little 
immortal  class  which  orginated  the  mission- 
ary enterprise.  Judson,  Newell  and  Rice 
were  among  his  classmates,  and  Mills  was  his 
room-rnate.  He  was  of  the  same  spirit  with 
them,  and  was  only  prevented  by  protracted 
disease  of  the  eyes  from  entering  on  the  same 
work.  He  spent  several  years  in  the  service 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  afterward 
was  agent  of  the  Baptist  .\iissionary  Society. 
For  more  than  fifty  years,  he  labored  in  the 
ministry,  evading  neither  toil  nor  sacrifice. 
He  became  a  resident  of  Virginia,  and  a 
slaveholder  by  marriage,  but  as  early  as 
1825,  he  repudiated  the  system  of  slavery, 
liberated  his  own  slaves,  and  took  such  de- 
cided anti  slavery  action  that  he  was  driven 
from  the  State.  He  then  went  to  Ohio,  and 
cast  the  first  anti-slavery  vote  in  Miami 
County.    He  died  19th  of  February,  1S53. 

He  had  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  one 
of  whom  is  Rev.  Edmund  B.  Fairfield,  D. 
D.,  LL.D,  President  of  Hinsdale  College, 
Michigan. 

P.  H.  W. 

ASHLEY  SAMPSON 

waa  born  in  Cornwall  in  1789  or  '90.  He 
was  preceptor  of  an  academy  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  same  time  studied 
law  with  Samuel  Young,  Esq.,  of  Ballston, 
1812-17.  In  1817,  he  commenced  practice  in 
Pittsford,  and  in  1819,  removed  to  Rochester, 
where  he  resided  till  his  death.  He  was  first 
judge  of  Munroe  County  Court,  1823-25  and 
1833-13.  In  184-1,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  legislature  of  New  York.  lie  died  12th 
November,  1857. 

In  person,  he  bore  a  marked  resemblance 
to  Jackson  and  Calhoun,  being  tall,  slender, 
and  having  his  head  surmounted  with  short 
iron-grey  hair.    He  also  resembled  them  in 


character,  and  was  of  the  same  political 
faith.  He  was  a  learned  and  acute  lawyer, 
a  man  of  rare  wit  and  of  severe  critical 
judgment.  He  was  a  bold  and  uncomprom- 
ising friend  of  religion  and  good  morals,  and 
for  many  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  tem- 
perance in  the  early  movements  of  1^27-29, 
and  formed  the  first  county  temperance  soci- 
ety in  Western  New  York.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried; first  to  a  Miss  Gregory;  and  secondly, 
about  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  to  a  Airs. 
Bryan.    He  had  no  children. 

P,  H.  W. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHIC  PAPER  OF  THOMAS  H. 
PALMER. 

A  friend  of  yours  called  on  me  a  few 
months  ago,  while  I  lay  on  a  bed  of  sickness 
from  which  there  were  but  slight  hopes  of  my 
ever  rising,  with  a  request  from  you  that  I 
would  furnish  some  incidents  of  my  life  for 
your  Magazine,  which  I  promised  to  send  you 
in  case  of  my  recovery.  This  promise  I  now 
proceed  to  perform,  though  I  think  it  extreme- 
ly doubtful  whether  the  simple  events  I  have 
to  record  will  possess  sufficient  interest  to  au- 
thorize the  publication  of  this  ;  however,  you 
are  the  proper  judge  ;  and  you  are  at  perfect 
liberty,  either  to  omit  the  whole  article  or  to 
prune  or  abridge  it  as  you  may  see  fit. 

I  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1782,  in  the  town 
of  Kelso,  in  the  classic  region  of  the  Tweed 
and  the  Twist.  Till  the  age  of  eighteen,  I 
resided  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  tine  re- 
mains of  one  of  the  largest  of  the  Scottish 
abbeys  built  by  David  1  in  112S,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  Eildon  Hills,  the  castle  of  Rox- 
burgh, the  palace  of  Fleurs,  and  many  other 
residences,  all  of  which  from  the  Eil- 
don Hills  downward,  stand  on  the  immediate 
banks  of  the  Tweed.  The  Cheviot  range, 
which  divided  England  from  Scotland,  was 
also  a  conspicuous  object  in  the  landscape. 
A  taste  for  the  beauties  of  Nature  was  thus 
early  formed,  which  had  its  influence  in  de- 
termining my  choice  of  Vermont  over  States 
more  highly  favored  by  climate,  eighteen 
of  which  I  had  previously  visited. 

My  father  was  a  bookseller,  and  pub) 
a  newspaper,  of  large  circulation  for  those 
times.  But,  as  he  took  a  decided  stand  with 
the  republicans  in  the  stirriug  days  of  the 
French  revolution,  the  gentry  used  all  their 
powerful  influonce  to  reduce  its  patronage, 
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and  otherwise  injure  his  business.  As  it  was 
difficult,  not  to  say  impossible  to  overcome 
such,  a  combination  without  a  sacrifice  of 
principle,  my  father  began  arrangements  to 
abandon  the  strife,  and  resort  to  free  Amer- 
ica, but  was  prevented  by  a  sudden  illness, 
which  cut  him  off  at  the  age  of  fifty-one,  in 
the  year  1799 ;  leaving  me  to  conduct  the 
business  when  only  sixteen,  with  two  older 
sisters  and  two  younger  brothers  dependent 
on  me  for  a  livelihood.  At  first  it  was  sup- 
posed that  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  young 
family  would  lead  to  a  cessation  of  persecu- 
tion, but,  disappointed  in  that,  I  deter- 
mined to  carry  out  my  father's  plan  of  emi- 
gration, and  the  whole  family  removed  to 
Philadelphia  in  1801.  Here  my  elder  brother 
and  I  established  a  book-printing  office, 
which  in  a  few  years  became  quite  extensive, 
being  noted  for  the  more  difficult  kinds  of 
work,  such  as  the  mathematics,  foreign  lan- 
guages, &c.  which  no  other  printers  at  that 
time  were  sufficiently  acquainted  with.  This 
business  suited  my  taste  and  I  should  prob- 
ably have  continued  it  for  life,  but  for  one 
circumstance.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812,  the  mercantile  body  was  seized  with  a 
spirit  of  speculation,  in  which  the  booksellers 
(our  chief  employers)  were  by  no  means  be- 
hind hand.  The  panic  of  1817,  followed, 
with  heavy  failures,  causing  the  loss  of  our 
whole  property  and  somewhat  more.  For- 
tunately our  credit  stood  well,  and  our 
friends  urged  commencing  anew,  offering  us 
every  necessary  facility.  Accordingly  I  com- 
menced successfully,  but  I  determined,  as 
soon  as  I  could  realize  a  competency,  to 
retire  to  a  farm  in  the  country,  and  aban- 
don a  business  in  which  safety  depended, 
not  on  my  own  prudence,  but  on  that  of 
others. 

Accordingly,  in  1826,  I  sold  out  my 
establishment,  removed  to  Vermont,  my 
brother  having  died  in  1817 — resided  for  2 
years  in  Rutland,  and  in  1828,  bought  a 
farm  in  Pittsford,  where  I  have  ever  since 
remained. 

Having  been  chosen  one  of  the  three  town 
superintendents  of  schools,  I  was  mortified 
to  find  how  inefficient  these  institutions 
were  in  laying  a  sound  foundation  for  self- 
culture,  the  chief  aim  appearing  to  be  the 
mere  enunciation  of  "  dead  vocables  as  Car- 
lyle  styles  word*,  without  ideas,  mechanically 
taught,  the  whole  little  better  than  a  mere 


gabble  of  sounds,  both  teacher  and  parents, 
seemingly,  being  satisfied  if  the  word9  were 
pronounced  right,  with  a  slight  attention  to 
the  stops.  Here  is  employment  for  me 
thought  I,  for  many  years  to  come!  But  how 
to  set  to  work?  The  first  step,  evidently,  was 
to  bring  the  community  to  see  affairs  in  their 
true  light.  With  this  view,  I  proposed  the 
establishment  of  town  and  county  lyceums, 
which  should  combine  discussions  of  scientific 
subjects  with  that  of  education. 

In  the  autumn  of  1829,  therefore,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hitchcock,  and 
of  two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  I  canvassed 
the  town,  and  procured  upwards  of  200  sub- 
scribers of  half  a  dollar  each,  to  procure  sci- 
entific apparatus,  I  to  pay  for  lights,  and  my 
two  colleagues  in  the  superintendency,  Rev. 
W.  (now  Dr.  )  Child  *  and  Dr.  A.  G.  Dana.f 
engaged  to  assist  in  the  lectures,  which  were 
delivered  once  a  week.  In  the  introductory 
lecture,  to  which  the  people  of  the  county 
generally  were  invited,  the  advantages  of  a 
lyceum  on  education  were  strongly  urged, 
and  shortly  after  similar  institutions  to  ours 
were  formed  in  Rutland,  Castleton,  and  other 
places. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  our  lyceum,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Montpelier  to  inquire 
into  the  best  means  of  establishing  such  in- 
stitutions throughout  the  State,  at  which 
committees  were  appointed  for  each  county 
to  endeavour  to  carry  this  matter  into  effect. 
The  committee  for  Rutland  County  were  Sol- 
omon Foot.J  then  principal  of  Castleton  Sem- 
inary, now  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
Amos  Bliss(|  of  Poultney,  and  myself;  and  a 
meeting  was  soon  after  held  at  Pittsford, 
where  a  county  lyceum  was  organized,  of 
which  Judge  Williams  of  Rutland,  was  elect- 
ed president,  and  myself  the  year  following — 
public  business  preventing  the  Judge  from  at- 
tending the  meetings.  The  chief  good  effect- 
ed by  this  institution  lay  in  encouraging 
discussions  as  to  the  state  of  the  schools,  by 
which  much  attention  was  elicited  in  the 
community  to  this  important  object. 

In  the  summer  of  1838,  while  on  a  visit  to 
Philadelphia,  I  visited  the  Hall  of  the  Socie- 
ty for  the  cultivation  of  the  Natural  Sciences, 
when  I  was  shown  a  number  of  valuable 
books  and  specimens,  which  I  learned  were 

*  Of  Castleton  theu—f  Ot  Brandon. 
I     \  ]  Since  deceased. 
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the  gift  of  Wm.  Maclure,  fromerly  a  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia,  but  now  retired  with 
an  ample  fortune,  and  living  in  the  city  of 
Mexico.  From  what  I  then  heard  of  him. 
I  supposed  that  W.  Maclure  would  probably 
be  well  inclined  to  assist  our  efforts  for  the 
improvement  of  education  in  Vermont.  I 
accordingly  wrote  him  an  account  of  our 
doings  for  the  preceding  9  years,  and  after 
Baying  that  the  youth,  on  leaving  school, 
were  beginning  to  enquire  after  books,  which 
their  less  educated  parents  saw  no  necessity 
of  providing  for  them,  I  asked  whether  he 
felt  willing  to  assist  us  in  the  formation  of  a 
town  library  which  should  be  open  alike  to 
all  classes  and  ages,  and  suggested  the  sum 
of  $400,  on  his  part,  on  condition  that  we 
should  add  to  it  a  like  sum.  In  reply  to  this 
not  very  modest  request,  I  received  word  that 
he  had  sent  orders  to  his  Philadelphia  ban- 
ker to  honor  my  draft  for  $400  on  receiving 
proof,  authenticated  by  the  town  authorities, 
that  a  like  sum  had  been  raised  for  the  library 
by  the  inhabitants.  A  subscription  was  ac- 
cordingly raised  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Winslow  and 
myself,  and  upwards  of  $600,  raised,  amount- 
ing with  my  draft  for  $400,  to  $1000,  a  hand- 
some sum,  for  the  foundation  of  a  library  for 
an  exclusively  agricultural  town.  The  li- 
brary has  since  been  largely  increased  by 
the  annual  payments,  by  frequent  payments 
from  individuals,  and  by  valuable  works  from 
Congress,  procured  by  the  kind  attention  of 
W.  Henry,  of  Bellows  Falls,  and  Senator 
Foote,  of  Rutland.  This  library  is  not 
owned  in  shares,  but  is  open  to  every  inhab- 
itant of  the  town  on  equal  terms,  whether 
subscribers  or  not,  namely,  on  payment  of 
fifty  cents  a  year,  or  one  cent  a  week.  The 
books  may  be  changed  as  often  as  the  readers 
desire,  the  library  being  open  the  whole  of 
every  working  day. 

As  soon  as  the  Philadelphia  draft  was 
paid,  and  the  subscriptions  collected  in  town, 
a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  was  held,  a  con- 
stitution adopted,  securing  the  right  of  every 
inhabitant  of  the  town  to  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary, and  the  Rev.  W.  Child  and  myself 
appointed  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Boston, 
purchase  the  books,  and  have  a  catalogue 
printed,  all  of  which  was  successfully  accom- 
plished ;  the  superintendence  of  the  printing 
being  kindly  undertaken  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Jenks  of  that  city.  Meanwhile  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Maclure,  at 


Mexico,  with  a  copy  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  he  replied  in  answer,  that  so  well  was 
he  pleased  with  the  result  of  his  gift,  that  he 
authorized  me  to  make  a  somewhat  similar 
offer  to  a  few  of  the  adjoining  towns,  viz. 
that  he  would  advance'  $200,  one  hundred  in 
cash,  and  the  other  in  such  books  as  he 
should  select  in  New  York,  specifying  as  the 
books  of  his  choice,  the  publications  of  the 
London  "  Society  lor  the  Diffusion  of  useful 
Knowledge,"  republished  in  New  York,  to 
each  town  that  should  raise  $200  for  a  li- 
brary on  a  similar  plan  to  ours.  I  should  in- 
stantly have  made  public  this  very  liberal 
offer  but  for  the  fact,  that,  on  the  receipt  of 
his  letter  my  whole  mind  was  engaged  with 
a  scheme  for  a  free  Normal  School,  which  I 
had  long  been  convinced  was  the  great  de- 
sideratum in  our  system  of  education,  and 
without  which  no  improvement  of  much  im- 
portance would  be  effected.  For  how  can 
there  be  better  schools  without  better  teach- 
ers ?  and  how  find  better  teachers  till  they 
themselves  were  better  taught?  Without  de- 
lay ;  therefore,  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Maclure 
a  full  outline  of  my  plan  of  the  School  for 
Teachers,  combining  moral  with  intellectual 
training,  the  development  of  the  conscience 
with  the  culture  of  the  judgment  and  of  the 
reasoning  powers.  As  I  had  successfully 
designated  a  sum  in  the  case  of  the  library 
affair,  I  concluded  to  do  the  same  in  that  of 
the  school ;  and,  $  50,000  would  be  wanted 
in  all.  I  asked  Maclure  whether  he  would 
be  disposed  to  advance  $  25,000  in  case  the 
remainder  could  be  raised  in  the  State.  But, 
alas  !  for  the  uncertainty  of  even  the  best  and 
most  promising  of  human  expectations.  Be- 
fore there  was  time  for  me  to  receive  an 
answer,  I  saw  an  announcement  of  Mr.  Mao- 
lure's  death  in  the  papers,  while  he  was  pre- 
paring to  return  to  the  United  State?.  A  few 
weeks  afterward,  I  learned,  through  a  gen- 
tleman of  Philadelphia,  then  just  returned 
from  Mexico,  that  for  weeks  previous  to  Mr. 
Maclure's  death,  he  would  talk  about  noth- 
ing but  a  great  Educational  Scheme  in  New 
England,  which  he  intended  to  visit  as  soon 
as  he  reached  the  United  States.  So  near  did 
we  arrive  at  what  doubtless  would  have  pro- 
duced a  most  happy  revolution  in  our  schools, 
For,  from  Mr.  M's  ability  which  was  un- 
doubted, and  his  patriotic  generosity,  winch 
was  fully  equal,  it  would  see oi  pretty  cer« 
tain    I  think,  that  his  share  in  the  work 
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would  have  been  performed.  Nor  can  there 
remaiD  a  doubt  respecting  the  funds  to  be 
provided  by  the  people  of  Vermont.  I  have 
seen  too  much  of  their  liberality  towards 
sound  educational  projects  to  doubt  their 
coming  readily  up  to  the  occasion,  especially 
when  such  a  golden  nest  egg  was  in  view. 

In  the  autumn  of  1814,  Win.  Slade,  one  of 
the  sons  of  Vermont  who  never  lost  an  op- 
portunity of  forwarding  the  cause  of  freedom 
and  of  education,  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State,  and  I,  soon  after,  entered  into  a 
correspondence  with  him  respecting  the  stale 
of  the  schools.  He  invited  me  to  Middlebury 
to  consult  and  to  make  known  my  views  to 
the  heads  of  the  college,  the  ministers  of  the 
town,  and  such  other  literary  gentlemen  as 
he  should  invite.  Here  it  was  determined 
that  a  great  effort  should  be  made  to  have 
the  school-law  remodeled,  and  I  offered  my 
services  to  canvass  the  State,  make  known 
the  deficiences  of  the  schools  and  place  me- 
morials to  the  legislature  in  the  hands  of  ef- 
ficient men  in  every  county.  A  public  meet- 
ing was  accordingly  called  at  Middlebury,  to 
pave  the  way  for  this  extensive  operation,  at 
which  a  committee  was  appointed  to  corres- 
pond with  influential  men  in  every  town,  I 
was  to  visit,  who  were  requested  to  call 
meetings  at  the  time  I  should  specify,  and  take 
measures  to  have  them  well  attended.  This 
tour  occupied  me  from  June  to  September. 
Everywhere  I  met  with  a  warm  reception ; 
and  had  no  difficulty  in  procuring  volunteers 
to  act  for  me  in  those  towns  I  could  not  my- 
self visit.  The  result  of  this  canvass  was 
auspicious.  On  the  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, the  tables  of  both  houses  were  literally 
loaded  with  memorials  for  a  more  efficient 
school-law,  and  a  statute  was  passed  in  1845, 
that  provided  both  suitable  examination  for 
the  teachers  and  superintendence  for  the 
schools. 

This  law  has  since  been  altered.  It  now 
resembles  that  of  Massachusetts.  A  Board 
of  Education  is  established,  with  a  secretary 
who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  schools,  holding  insti- 
tutes, &c. 

Iu  J845,  I  was  invited  to  Baltimore,  where 
a  new  university  was  about  to  be  organized, 
with  a  Normal  School  attached,  which  it 
was  proposed  that  I  should  superintend,  The 
object  was  to  supercede  the  old  university 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Catholics, 


which  enjoyed  a  sufficient  endowment  under 
the  control  of  the  legislature,  but  was  said  to 
have  become  wholly  inefficient  and  behind 
the  times.  The  regents  of  the  new  university 
were  chiefly  if  not  wholly  compo.-ed  of  the 
Protestant  ministers  'of  the  city.  After  ex- 
plaining my  view3  to  the  board,  I  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Normal  School,  but 
the  whole  plan  failed,  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  legislature  to  change  the  destination 
of  the  funds. 

In  the  year  1852.  my  mind  was  much  en- 
gaged on  the  subject  of  peace,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  make  an  effort  to  procure  a  unani- 
mous expression  of  the  voters  of  the  town  of 
Pittsford  in  its  favor,  by  a  memorial  to  the 
President,  requesting  him  "  to  propose  to  all 
nations  with  whom  we  have  intercourse,  a 
provision  in  our  treaties  with  them  for  refer- 
ring to  the  decision  of  umpires  all  misunder- 
standings that  cannot  be  satisfactorily  adjust- 
ed by  amicable  negotiation."  This  effort 
was  eminently  successful,  not  only  in  receiv- 
ing the  signatures  of  all  I  saw,  but  frequent- 
ly in  producing  a  change  of  sentiment  in  the 
minds  of  the  signers,  many  of  whom  expressed 
surprise  that  so  simple  an  expedient  for  the 
preservation  of  peace  had  never  before  oc- 
curred to  them.  "  Why,  this  is  what  has  to 
be  done  at  last,"  was  the  general  remark. 
"  War  doe3  not,  cannot  settle  any  thing,  ex- 
cept that  one  nation  is  stronger  than  the 
other."  Much  encouraged  by  such  senti- 
ments, I  determined  to  extend  the  circulation 
of  the  memorial  to  the  whole  congressional 
district,  aud  two  of  my  friends  proffering 
their  aid,  a  very  large  number  of  signers  was 
procured,  and  the  roll  forwarded  to  President 
Fillmore,  who  replied,  in  a  very  polite, 
though  rather  indefinite  letter. 

Shortly  after  this,  on  consultation  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill,  *  one  of  the  most  ardent 
advocates  of  peace,  and  other  gentlemen,  a 
general  meeting  of  the  friends  of  peace  was 
held  at  Pittsford,  at  which  the  practicability 
of  procuring  a  "State  Memorial''  was  fully 
discussed,  and  it  was  determined  to  invoke 
the  aid  of  the  ministry  in  bringing  about  this 
desirable  end.  1  offered  to  make  a  tour 
through  the  State,  to  place  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  memorials  iu  the  hands  of  the  clergy 
of  all  denominations,  and  to  request  their 
siguaturea  to  a  pledge,  that  they  would,  "  by 

*  Rot.  Thomo-t  A.  Merill,  Middlebury 
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sermons,  by  prayers,  and  by  all  reasonable 
efforts,  contribute  their  influence  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  great  enterprise,"  alluding  to  a 
simultaneous  effort  in  several  European  coun- 
tries. This  movement  was  as  successful  as 
the  other.  Every  minister  that  I  saw,  to  the 
number  of  91,  attached  his  name  to  the 
pledge,  and  promised  to  place  the  memorials 
to  the  President  in  the  hands  of  efficient  men. 
These  memorials,  when  completed,  were  for- 
warded to  rne  through  the  post-office,  and 
after  uniting  them  into  one  great  roll,  sent  to 
President  Pierce  through  the  mail.  He  wa3 
not  so  polite  as  president  Fillmore,  however. 
He  took  no  notice  whatever  of  the  transac- 
tion. 

I  have  now  related  tne  principal  public 
events  of  my  career.  Many  others  might  be 
mentioned,  especially  those  connected  with 
the  cause  of  educational  reform.  But  I  for- 
bear; and  close  with  a  list  of  my  public  liter- 
ary efforts  : 

1.  The  Historical  Register,  4  vols.  8  vo. 
This  was  a  semi-annu.il  History  of  the  United 
States,  published  at  Washington  during  the 
war  of  1812,  embracing  a  full  history  of  that 
transaction,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, during  the  period,  with  all  the  docu- 
ments, both  British  and  American. 

2.  A  Chart  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  those  of  the  several  states,  ex- 
hibiting a  comparative  view  of  these  instru- 
ments in  a  small  compass,  hung  on  rollers, 
and  varnished.  1817. 

3.  The  Teachers  Manual;  being  on  expo- 
sition of  a  Complete  System  of  Education 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral,  suited  for  the 
Youth  of  a  Free  Nation,  12  mo.  Published 
at  Boston,  1840,  by  the  American  Institute 
of  Instruction,  at  cost  price,  their  prize  of 
$  500  having  been  awarded  to  it. 

4.  The  Moral  Instructor;  or  culture  of  the 
Heart,  Affections,  and  Intellect,  while  learn- 
ing to  read.  In  four  parts,  18  mo.  and  12 
mo.  These  books  differ  in  essential  particu- 
lars, from  all  other  School-books.- — I.  The 
pupil  is  not  merely  required  to  repeat  the 
substance  of  what  he  reads,  but  his  conscience 
and  his  reasoning  powers  are  developed  and 
exercised  in  every  lesson,  by  the  use  of  these 
and  similar  questions;  Did  John  do 
right  or  wrong?  Why?  What  ought  he  to 
have  done  then?  2.  False  or  unsound  mo- 
tives of  action  are  never  presented  to  the 
child,  by  holding  out  sensual  gratifications 


as  the  reward  of  good  actions,  nor  depriva- 
tions, pains,  nor  accidents  dragged  in  as  the 
chastisements  of  bad  conduct;  but  he  is  uni- 
formly referred  to  the  inward  delights  of  vir- 
tue.— Published  by  Ticknor  and  Fields,  Bos- 
ton. 

5.  Arithmetic,  Oral  and  Written,  practically 
applied  by  mean3  of  suggestive  questions. 
The  object  of  this  work  is  to  introduce  shorter 
and  more  rapid  processes,  diminishing  the 
number  of  figures  by  more  than  a  half ;  and  to 
develope  and  invigorate  the  reasoning  pow- 
ers of  the  pupil,  leading  him,  in  all  cases,  by 
means  of  suggestive  questions,  to  form  all  his 
rules  for  himself.  Boston,  Crocker  and  Brew- 
ster, 1854. 

Dictionary  of  Proper  Names;  comprising 
Universal  Biography;  Ancient,  Biblical, 
Medieval,  and  Modern  Geography  ; — Mythol- 
ogy of  Greece  and  Rome ;  of  Scandinavia 
and  Germany;  of  Gaul  and  ancient  Britain* 
of  Central  aud  Southern  Asia;  of  the  two 
Americas;  of  the  Isles  of  the  Pacific,  <fec;  em- 
bracing every  important  word  not  to  be 
found  in  the  English  Dictionary,  nearly 
finished.* 

THOMAS  PA.LMER 

was  married  to  Joanna  Fenton,  then  of 
Rutland,  in  1822.  They  had  5  sons  and  3 
daughters,  all  of  whom  were  living  at  the 
death  of  the  parents. 

In  Pittsford  Mr.  Palmer  peacefully  closed 
his  days  at  the  age  of  78  years,  July  20, 
1861.  Mrs.  Palmer  died  in  Bostou, 
March  14,  1872  or  3.  The  funeral  was  from 
the  Pittsford  residence.  She  was  buried  be- 
side her  husband. 

We  (Ed.)  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  once 
at  Pittsford  and  Mrs.  Palmer  once  again  after 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
pleased  with  the  Gazetteer  and  its  plan,  and 
Mrs.  Palmer  until  her  death  continued  her 
kindness  for  and  subscription  to  it ;  she  was 
an  atlable,  pleasing  and  intelligent  woman — a 
woman  it  seemed  to  us,  just  suited  to  her 
worthy  husband.  In  stature,  Mr.  Palmer 
was  a  little  less  than  medium,  of  even  feat- 
ures, sprightly  in  motion,  quick  and  clear  in 
perception,  earnest,  courteous  and  dignified 
in  manners,  thorough  in  his  work  and  of  per* 

*  Tno  Mat,  nearly  ready  for  press,  a  failure  in  his 
eyos  from  which  he  never  recovered,  compelled  '>"><  to 
relinquish  it.  He  rvgnntad  it  as  his  great  work.  It 
was  his  f.ivorito  onu.  Ed. 
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severing  energy  and  industry  in  accomplish- 
ing it  [From  notice  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  Ver- 
mont read  by  Mr.  Wra.  Dotting.]  *'  In 
habits,  frugal,  simple,  neat,  orderly  ;  conserv- 
ative rather  than  otherwise,  viewing  innova- 
tions with  cautiousness  from  fear  that  he 
might  impair  that  which  time  and  experience 
had  rendered  useful — yet  no  such  attach- 
ment to  popular  customs  and  dog:nas  as  to 
cause  him  to  shut  his  eye3  to  principle  or 
ideas  in  advance  of  what  had  already  become 
popular."  Firm  in  his  own  convictions,  lib- 
eral, tolerant,  ready  to  listen  to  views  and 
.opinions  in  conflict  with  his  own.  Retiring 
rather  than  forward,  yet  could  enter  into  the 
hilarity  of  the  juvenile  circle  and  conduct  to 
profit  the  sports  and  recreations  of  the  social 
gatherings  of  his  neighborhood.  His  meth- 
od of  improving  the  whole  of  society  was  to 
begin  at  the  foundation,  remove  the  obstacles, 
correct  the  errors  and  improve  the  condition 
of  the  lower  stratum,  and  so  cause  the  whole 
to  amend.  It  scarce  need  be  told  he  was  in- 
tensely anti-slavery.  Several  ineffectual  ef- 
forts were  made  by  a  few  individuals  who 
thought  they  saw  in  him  the  requisite  quali- 
fications to  elect  him  a  member  of  the  State 
legislature.  Had  there  been  less  desire  in 
seeking  for  ofnce3  for  men,  and  more  regard 
paid  to  selecting  men  for  office,  he  might 
have  honored  the  bench  or  graced  the  legis- 
lative halls  of  his  adopted  State." 

Some  few  years  before  his  death,  he  built 
npon  an  eminence  on  his  farm  that  over- 
looked almost  the  entire  town,  a  two-story 
brick  house,  fashioned  after  the  solid  English 
style,  which  is  covered  with  a  durable  ce- 
ment giving  it  the  appearance  of  marble — a 
monument  of  his  taste  combining  elegance 
with  plainness  and  utility."  We  supposed  it 
to  be  marble,  so  much  it  had  the  appearance 
at  the  time  of  our  first  visit,  and  admired  it 
very  much,  surrounded  as  it  was  by  the  dis- 
tant grandeur  of  mountains  and  intermediate 
beauty  of  a  wide  and  pleasantlv  diversified 
landscape. — Ed. 

CEMETERY  DEDICATION  HYMN. 

BY  REV.  CHARLES  LEON  WALKER. 

0  Thou  to  whose  eternal  years 

No  grief,  or  loss,  or  change  is  known. 

We  b  illow  hi»re  our  place  of  tears 
For  death  that  dwells  with  us  ulone. 

Here  hearts  that  bleed  will  sally  turn, — 
Hero  Pitv  till  the  drooping  eye, 


And  stricken  Hope  with  love  will  yearn 
O'er  us  who  fade  away  and  die. 

Yet  we  who  weep,  and  they  who  re3t, 
Alike  are  known  and  near  to  Thee  ; 

And  they  are  dearer  to  Thy  breast 
Than  to  our  hearts  they  e'er  can  be. 

Bless  then  this  spot,  whero  years  shall  bring 
Thy  loved  ones,  Lord,  to  their  repose  ; 

Spread  o'er  them  here  Thy  sheltering  wing, 
And  in  Thy  peace  their  dust  enclose. 

So  shall  this  place  of  tears  be  made 
The  Hill  of  Hope,  the  Field  of  Peace : 

Here  calmly  then  can  we  be  laid 
To  wait  the  hour  when  Time  shall  cease." 

And  when  these  bending  skies  have  flown, 
And  all  who  sleep  shall  rise  again, 

Be  this  the  garuer  of  Thine  own, 
The  harvest  of  the  Precious  Grain. 

CHRISTINA. 

BT  REV.  GEORGE  L.  WALKER. 

I  hardly  dared  to  pu9h  the  door, 
I  shrank  to  cross  the  threshold  o'er, 
For  her,  I  should  fiud  here  no  more. 

Stilly  my  heart !  thy  beating  low, 
Breaks  on  the  sacred  backward  flow 
Of  silent  thought  to  her  we  know. 

Oh !  very  lonely  is  the  place, 
And  yet,  a  nameless,  airy  grace, 
Caught  from  her  gentle,  loving  face. 

Faint  like  the  dim  perfume 
Breathed  from  dying  violet's  bloom, 
Lingers  within  the  hallowed  room. 

Just  here  she  sat,  her  hand  in  mine, 
The  while  I  traced  each  jett.,  line 
That  fringed  her  downcast  eyes  divine; 

And  felt  each  lightest  quiver  thrill 
My  very  soul,  which  trembles  still 
To  memory's  throb,  despite  my  will : 

And  watched  the  thoughtful  shadows  play 
About  her  mouth  ;  faint,  pure  it  lay, 
Cast  by  her  spirit's  inner  ray  ; 

And  reveled  in  ringlet  fair 
Eddying  curls  of  tameless  hair, 
Flowing  down  her  shoulders  bare  ; 

And  lingered  on  her  throbbing  tone, 

Its  every  cadence  hers  alone, 

And  shrank,  so  harshly  jarred  my  own  : 

And  felt— but  this  is  weak,  I  fear  ; 
One  moment  more  I'll  linger  here  ; 
Hush  1  evening  shadows  gather  near. 

VERMONT* 

BY  MRS.  OLIVE  E.  PAINE  TflOM A9. 
Ilome  of  the  green,  enduring  pine! 

Land  of  the  wintry  wind  and  storm! 
A  race  of  noble  men  is  thine, 

With  purpose  firm  and  spirit  warm. 

•  Written  by  request;  for  the  Gazetteer. 


PITTSFORD. 


963 


Apart  from  fashion's  god,  who  dwells 

In  crowded  cities  by  the  sea, 
They  ring  from  hill  and  vale,  the  bells 

Of  Love,  Religion,  Liberty. 

Mid  all  the  fertile  States  that  lie 
From  southern  gulf  to  uorthe  rn  bound, 

None  pile  thuir  harvest  girts  so  high, 
Or  with  such  cheer  home-fires  surround. 

No  prouder  luster  e'er  hath  stood 
Upon  the  wrecks  of  parted  yeais, 

Than  that  whose  laurels  twined  in  blood 
Give  glory  to  our  mouutaineers. 

When  over  yon  old  fort  was  heard 
Brave  Ethan  Allen's  loud  huzzah,* 

When  Marye's  Heights  and  Gettysburg 
Rolled  back  the  fearful  tide  of  war." 

We  boast  no  fields  of  classic  fame, 
But  look  each  day  within  some  eye 

That  for  New  England's  spotless  fame 
Quailed  not  when  death  was  marching  by. 

Just  dyed  in  blood,  we  press  some  hands 
Tender  and  true,  nor  blush  to  own 

Their  aid  to  save  the  noblest  land 
On  which  the  sunlight  ever  shone. 

They  lift  the  marble  from  its  bed 

For  hall%  of  art  iu  other  climes, 
They  mould  the  hillside  ore  to  breast 

The  ocean  storm  and  wave  sublime. 

They  build  fair  altars  unto  God, 

And  Learning's  light  in  beauty  glows, 

While  Labor  bids  the  forest  clod 
To  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

The  South  is  rich  with  cotton  plains, 

And  gay  with  orange  groves  and  bowers, 

But  Slavery  left  there  withering  stains 

That  ne'er  have  touched  these  homes  of  ours. 

Champlain's  blue  wave,  that  upward  bore 

Of  old  the  red  man's  frail  canoe 
Now  smiles  in  light  from  shore  to  shore, 

As  sweeps  the  mighty  steamboat  through. 

And  Mansfield's  grand,  eternal  head 

Unto  the  sky  an  echo  rolls, 
When  yonder  car  with  kingly  tread 

The  might  of  time  ami  space  controls. 

We  claim  a  Collamer,  a  Foote, 

A  Douglas,  mid  the  strong  of  mind, 

A  Saxe  to  bind  the  glowing  verse 
In  wreaths  of  poesy  refined. 

A  Powers,  whose  earnest  hand  hath  given 

The  marble  living  lines  of  grace; 
A  Hope,  who  hath  for  canvas  riven 

The  glory  from  Creation's  face. 

A  Perkins,  who  unceasing  weaves 
The  quivering  chords  of  deathless  song, 

And  in  each  heart  and  valley  leaves 
Harmonious  chords  that  linger  long. 

The  green  hills  ke<>p  a  Bacred  shrine 
Where  Christian  laborers  go  forth, 

To  sound  the  call  of  Love  Divine 
To  all  the  uatious  of  the  earth.  , 


The  native  home  of  active  mind, 
Of  honest  brow,  of  willing  hand, 

Firm  a3  thy  cliffs,  green  as  thy  pine 
Thy  fame  in  future  days  must  stand. 

Tho'  favor  dwells  on  every  sea, 

And  clasps  the  earth  from  zone  to  zone, 
This  goodly  land  our  pride  shall  be— 

Vermont,  our  beautiful,  our  own  I 

LITTLE  KATIE. 
BY  OLIVE  I.  PAINE  THOMAS. 

Where  the  grass  in  waving  beauty, 
Sighs  above  a  mossy  mound, 

Where  the  Summer  roses  blossom' 
In  the  quiet  burial  ground. 

Sleeps  our  little  darling  Katie, 
Neath  the  Summer  flowers  to-day, 

Dim  the  light  within  our  homestead, 
Since  the  hour  6he  went  away. 

Tripping  feet,  and  childish  laughter 
Come  not  through  the  open  door, 

And  we  know  that  face  of  beauty 
Sunshine  brings  to  us  no  more. 

Closed  the  blue  eyes  in  death's  slumber, 
Listening  to  the  angel's  hymn, 

Little  Katie  left  us  weeping, 
And  our  home-light  very  dim. 

Brief  the  years  of  mirth  and  gladness, 
Sprinkling  sunlight  in  her  hair, 

And  we  dreamed  not  of  such  sadness 
Mourning  for  our  young  and  fair. 


WHEN  I  WOULD  DIE 

BT  OLIVE  E.  PAISE  THOMAS. 

Oh,  not  when  the  harp  of  the  budding  Spring 

Is  flushed  with  a  weight  of  song, 
When  the  flashing  rills  of  the  mountain  sing 

Where  the  blue-eyed  violets  throng! 
Oh,  not  when  the  world  in  its  waking  dream 

Is  sweet  as  a  banquet's  breath, 
Would  I  bathe  my  soul  in  the  silent  stream 

That  flows  through  the  aisles  of  death  ! 

Oh,  not  when  the  grace  of  the  Summer  sleeps 

In  the  wealth  of  the  emerald  plain, 
When  the  roses  shine,  and  the  swallow  keeps 

Her  nest  in  the  nioldering  fane! 
Not  then  would  I  watch  for  the  solemn  glow 

That  over  the  pathway  lies, 
Where  the  myriad  souls  of  the  weary,  go 

To  the  shrine  of  the  upper  skies  r 

Oh,  not  when  the  caves  of  the  forest  roar 

With  the  burst  of  a  stormy  pride, 
When  a  whitened  hand  glides  coldly  o'er 

The  seals  of  the  crystal  tide! 
How  lonely  the  depths  of  the  grave  must  be 

In  the  gloom  of  a  wintry  sky  ! 
Kind  angel,  bring  not  the  pull  for  me 

Wheu  tho  drifts  iu  the  church-yard  lie  I 
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But  oh,  when  the  hannts  of  the  amber  woods 

Are  thrilled  with  the  huntsman's  horn, 
When  the  yellow  light  ot'  the  flelda,  and  floods 

Lies  over  the  tasselled  corn, 
When  the  vesper  song  has  a  grateful  chime 

And  the  rills  have  a  pensive  breath, 
In  the  holy  calm  of  the  harvest  time 

I  would  look  on  the  Reaper,  Death  I 

And  then  should  the  waiting  wane  be  rife 

With  the  sheaves  I'd  gladly  Bold, 
And  the  homeward  way  to  the  Lord  of  Life 

Be  the  moonlight's  track  of  gold  ! 
To  a  glorious  land  where  the  garner  wide 

Hath  a  boundless  store  of  good. 
Where  the  bloom  of  the  soul  shall  immortal  bide 

And  never  decay  intrude. 

GOLDEN  SANDS. — An  extract. 

BT  LIZZtt  P  AF. M  ALEE.  * 

They  are  the  moments  when  the  soul 
Fired  with  a  love  beyond  control, 

For  the  Infinite, 
(  Rises  o'er  all  the  world's  hard  strife, 
And  »ees  before  him  endless  life 

With  that  blest  Spirit,  ( 

Who  Is  God  of  all,  Being  Sublime, 
Our  high  Creator,  Maker  of  Time, 

Ruler  above, 
Blessing  us  through  endless  ages, 
Scattering  thickly  o'er  life's  pages 

His  bright  love. 

Moments  when  o'er  the  sonl 
Blessed  emotions  roll, 

And  we  adore 
Nature,  the  work  of  G  -d, 
Even  the  chast'ning  rod, 

And  God  evermore. 


POULTNEY. 

BI  KM  A3  ASHLEY.f 

The  first  settlement  of  Poultney  was  com- 
menced April  15,  1771,  by  Ebenezer  Allen 
and  Thomas  Ashley.  They  were  men  of 
bold,  fearless  spirits,  athletic  and  firm  con- 
stitutions. They  commenced  near  where  the 
Turnpike  bridge  now  is  in  West  Poultney. 
Allen  a  little  West  and  Ashley  a  little  East 
(the  river  running  some  twenty  rods  North 
of  where  it  now  does).  They  erected  a  shan- 
ty for  Allen  (who  brought  his  family  with 
him.)  Ashley  remained  one  month,  erected 
a  shanty  for  his  family,  which  was  done  by 
setting  four  crotches  in  the  ground,  placing 
poles  on  the  top,  covering  roof  and  body 

*  Now  Mrs.  New,  of  New  Vork-a  native  of  Pittafcrd, 

f  Published  in  the  Rutland  Horuld  over  thirty  years 
ago.— Eo. 


with  bark.    He  cleared  some  land  and  raised 
corn  sufficient  to  bread  his  family  (consisting 
of  seven),  fat  his  pork  and  buy  an  under 
jacket;   this  the  writer  of  this  sketch  Las 
often  heard  him  relate.    He  then  returned 
and  brought  on  his  family.    Allen  had  a  sen 
born  the  same  year,  the  first  white  chili 
born  in  Poultney.    Allen  remained  a  few 
years,  sold  out  and  removed  to  Grand  Isle. 
Ashley  remained  in  town  and  on  the  same 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1810. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  mind,  retentive 
memory  and  strict  integrity,  had  but  a  very 
ordinary  common  school  education,  yet  he 
was  much  improved  as  a  public  man.  For 
many  years  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  also  represented  the  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  for  a  iong  time  and  was 
entrusted  with  much  other  public  business. 
He  assisted  in  the  formation  of  "  Poultney 
Library,"  was  among  its  warmest  friends  an  I 
advocates,  became  a  great  reader  and  after 
enjoying  its  advantages  for  a  few  years,  was 
often  heard  to  say  that  he  knew  the  situation 
of  the  old  world  as  well  a3  he  did  his  own 
farm.    Probably  he  exerted  as  great  an  in- 
fluence as  any  man  in  town  while  he  lived. 
He  was  the  next  man  to  Allen  that  entered 
in  taking  the  Fort  at  old  "  Ti,"  stool  at  the 
head  of  the  stairs  as  sentinel,  while  Allen 
entered  the  room  of  the  commander.  His 
farm  lay  upon  both  sides  of  the  highway  run- 
ning through  the  village  of  West  Poultney, 
his  dwelling  was   a   large  ganibrei-rootel 
house  standing  where  the  Hon.  Pw.  CilaUary 
built  his,  now  occupied  by  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr. 
Mallary  bought  the  lot  consisting  of  ahcu; 
one  acre  for  $  600,    Sold  the  building;  for 
>12,  said  he  was  determined  to  have  it,  cos: 
what  it  would,  for  there  he  received  25  cents 
for  helping  make  brooms  one  evening,  the 
first  money  he  ever  earned.     Ashley  died 
there  in  a  good  old  age  leaving  a  handsome 
property  for  his  children.    One  short  an-:- 
dote  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  man,  while  in  the  Legisla- 
ture.   There  was  quite  an  exciting  question 
up,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, as  the  clerk  commenced  calling  the 
names,  the  member  from  Bennington  took 
his  hat  and  was  about  leaving.    Ashley  rose 
and  said  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  that  do  mem- 
ber be  permitted  to  leave  the  room  ami]  this 
question  is  decided — this  occasioned  quite  a 
shout  and  the  gentleman  took  his  scat. 
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There  were  several  families  followed  the 
same  season.  Elijah  and  John  Owen,  Isaac 
Ashley,  and  Nehemiah  Howe,  and  soon 
the  following  persons  and  somewhat  in  the 
following  order;  Ichabod  and  Joseph  Mar- 
shall, Silas  Howe,  Heher  Allen,  brother  to 
Ethan,  John  Grant,  Thomas  Goodwin,  Rob- 
ert Green,  Zebediah  Dewey,  Gotten  Fletcher, 
John  Elkana,  Elisha,  Enoch  and  William 
Ashley  all  brothers  of  Thomas  and  Isaac 
Ashley,  John  Tilden,  Zebediah,  Dan  and 
John  Richards,  Wm.  Ward,  Timothy,  Eben- 
ezer,  James  and  Lemuel  Hyde,  Samuel 
Church,  Joel  Grannis,  Isaac  Craw,  Nathaniel 
and  James  Smith,  Mordecai  and  Gilbert  So- 
per,  James  and  Nathaniel  Brookins,  Josiah 
Lewis  and  perhaps  a  few  others  were  here  in 
June  1777,  when  the  inhabitants  were  all 
driven  from  their  homes  by  Burgoyue's  army 
and  the  Indians.  Up  to  this  time  the  town 
was  settled  slowly,  owing  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  troubles  with  New  York  about  the 
title  of  the  land,  so  that  none  located  them- 
selves here  but  the  most  bold  and  fearless 
spirits  to  be  found  and  they  were  all  without 
exception  extremely  poor.  At  the  time 
above  mentioned,  (June  1777)  the  men  were 
all  under  arms  to  give  battle  to  the  invaders 
of  our  country,  and  at  the  time  of  the  battle 
at  Castleton,  an  express  was  sent  on  that  the 
inhabitants  must  leave  or  be  killed,  the  wom- 
en without  a  moment's  delay  gathered  up 
their  children  and  commenced  their  line  of 
inarch  through  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness to  the  south,  and  were  able  to  keep  in 
advance  of  the  pursuing  enemy,  expecting 
however  every  hour  to  be  overtaken  and 
indiscriminately  massacred,  mothers  carrying 
very  young  children,  and  leading  others  that 
were  scarce  able  to  walk  alone,  without 
scarcely  stopping  for  rest  or  refreshments 
were  enabled  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  army,  some  to  Mass..  and  some  to  Conn., 
their  native  places.  The  battle  at  Benning- 
ton soon  after  checked  the  march  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army,  and  the  battle  at  Stillwater 
when  he  and  his  army  were  made  prisoners, 
relieved  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of 
country  and  they  soon  began  to  return, 
though  many  did  not  return  until  the  winter 
and  spring  following.  These  were  times  that 
tried  the  courago  of  women  as  well  as  men. 
For  two  or  three  years  after  this  the  inhabi- 
tants would  often  secrete  some  of  their  choic- 
est articles  before  retiring  to  bed,  fearing  they 


might  be  obliged  to  flee  before  the  merciless 
savage  before  morning,  or  be  murdered  dur- 
ing the  defenceless  hours  of  sleep,  this  the 
writer  of  this  sketch  well  remembers.  After 
this  the  town  was  settled  much  more  rapidly 
and  the  inhabitants  made  early  efforts  to  pro- 
cure orchards.  Isaac  Ashley  brought-  se~d3 
with  him,  planted  a  nursery  and  the  trees 
were  transplanted  more  than  seventv  years 
ago  and  are  now  the  orchard  on  what  is 
called  the  Rann  farm. 

Nehemiah  Howe  built  the  first  grist-mill 
in  town  on  the  falls  in  East  Poultney  and 
died  April  1777.  Isaac  Ashley*  died  the 
same  month.  Ichabod  Marshall  was  a  good, 
peaceable  citizen.  After  a  few  years  he  said 
he  thought  he  must  sell  out  and  go  into  some 
new  country.  When  he  first  came  into  the 
town,  the  inhabitants  were  a3  a  band  of 
brothers,  but  now  were  much  change!  He 
was  killed  on  his  return  from  Troy,  fell  from 
his  wagon  and  the  wheels  passed  over  him. 
Funeral  sermon  by  Mr.  Hibbard,  Text — "  Set 
thine  house  in  order  for  thou  shalt  die  and 
not  live." 

Silas  Howe  was  the  first  Deacon  of  the 
Congregational  church,  which  office  he  held 
till  his  death  in  1S10. 

Heber  Allen  brother  to  Ethan  died  of  con- 
sumption in  1782.  Thomas  Goodwin  lost  his 
life  by  being  thrown  from  his  cart.  While 
riding,  his  oxen  took  fright.  Joel  Grannis  be- 
came lost  in  the  woods,  froze  to  death,  and 
was  ihft  first  man  buried  in  the  centre  grate 
yard. 

Zebediah  Devey  was  the  first  captain  of 
the  Militia  in  town  which  office  he  held  for  a 
long  time.  John  Richards  has  often  said  he 
was  corporal  under  him  thirteen  years. 

During  the  revolution  there  were  but  two 
Tories  in  town,  Gilbert  Soper  vas  one  of 
them,  and  during  the  absence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants from  their  homes,  at  the  time  they  were 
driven  off,  he  remained  and  made  a  pretty 
free  use  of  such  things  as  were  left,  for  winch 
and  his  hostility  to  A.merican  Independence 
the  Whigs  determined  to  chastise  him.  Lieu- 
teuenant  James  Smith  having  a  scouting 
party  under  him,  while  passing  through  the 
town,  came  across  Soper,  while  stopping  for 
refreshments,  Smith  being  in  the  house 
some  of  the  men  saying  "now  is  our  tim< 
swore  they  would  hang  him,  accordingly 
seized  bun,  put  a  rope  arouud  his  neck,  tied 
•  Father  of  tho  writor. 
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it  to  the  well  sweep  and  b^gan  to  draw  him 
up.  Smith  being  informed  what  was  going 
on,  sprang  out  and  ordered  him  let  down 
just  in  time  to  save  his  life.  They  both  re- 
mained in  town  many  years,  Soper  a  thiev- 
ish troublesome  fellow.  Smith  an  unfortu- 
nate and  very  poor  man,  often  said  he  be- 
lieved the  curse  of  God  had  followed  him  for 
saving  Soper's  life. 

William  Ward  located  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  was  a  good  and  useful  man,  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  more  than  forty  years, 
Judge  of  Probate  about  twenty,  delegate  to 
form  the  Constitution  of  Vermont,  more  than 
twenty  years  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, Judge  of  the  County  Court  &c.  He  was 
the  first  Deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  which 
office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1819.  He 
came  to  his  death  like  a  shock  of  corn  fully 
ripe,  fit  to  be  gathered  in  its  season.  John 
Tilden  a  somewhat  eccentric  and  cunning  sort 
of  a  man,  made  application  to  the  town  at 
the  March  meeting  for  an  abatement  of  his 
taxes  on  account  of  poverty — Judge  Ward 
was  immediately  up  to  oppose  him,  said  Til- 
den was  as  able  to  pay  taxes  as  he  was.  Til- 
den turned  to  him  and  said  "  Judge  Ward 
you  don't  know  anything  about  poverty,  you 
never  was  poor,"  his  answer  "  yes  I  was," 
Tilden  says,  "  was  you  ever  so  poor  that  you 
have  lived  months  together  without  pork  in 
your  house  and  at  times  without  bread,  and 
for  years,  hard  work  to  get  provisions  enough 
to  keep  your  family  from  starving,  have  you 
ever  been  so  poor  that  you  was  obliged  to 
send  your  children  to  bed  crying  for  supper, 
and  you  had  none  to  give  them?"  Ward 
answered  again,  M  yes  I  have  been."  Well 
says  Tilden,  "  I  r^ust  confess  I  never  was  so 
poor  as  that,"  . gat  down  satisfied,  and  pur- 
sued his  petition  no  further.  Very  few  of 
the  inhabitants  could  in  truth  have  answered 
the  same  questions  in  a  different  way.  Sam- 
uel Church  and  family  lived  one  season  al- 
most entirely  on  ground-nuts.  The  writer  of 
this  livied  two  seasons  when  a  boy  almost  as 
bad  offk  the  first ;  no  cow  and  provisions 
very  shojt,  the  second  year  one  cow,  a  single 
grist  of  ggrain  purchased  in  Danby  early  in 
the  spring-,  and  brought  through  the  woods 
upon  a  hortre,  was  all  the  breadstuff  we  had 
uutil  harvest,  no  meat  and  eight  in  the  fam- 
ily. Our  breakfasts,  milk  with  a  little 
bread  —  dinners,  boiled  herbs  —  suppers,  a 
large  bowl  (about    three   quarts)  of  milk 


sweetened  with  maple  sugar,  carried  around 
by  the  mistress  of  the  house,  each  one  taking 
a  sip. 

The  early  settlers  had  not  only  to  contend 
with  poverty,  and  the  common  enemy  dur- 
ing the  revolution,  but  with  the  Yorkers, 
who  would  often  send  out  their  sheriffs  with 
their  posse  to  drive  them  oil  their  farms,  and 
take  possession  themselves,  but  they  were  a3 
often  sternly  met  by  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  and  their  leaders  not  unfrequently 
made  to  feel  a  smart  application  of  the 
"  Beach  Seal." 

The  early  settlers  were  truly  democratic 
in  their  feelings,  and  acted  upon  a  liberal 
policy  in  the  establishment  of  schools  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town,  and  other  institu- 
tions calculated  to  improve  and  elevate  the 
man.  They  were  also  a  church-people,  strict- 
ly regarding  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  rest, 
set  apart  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God. 
Their  meetings  in  the  winter  were  held  in 
private  houses,  in  the  summer  in  barns. 
About  the  year  1780  the  Rev.  Ithamer  Hib- 
bard,*  a  Congregational  minister,  came  among 
us  to  iook  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  a  bold,  athletic  man,  full  of  tho 
spirit  of  '76,  quite  limited  in  his  education,  had 
served  as  chaplain  in  the  army,  and  was  settled 
as  the  minister  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants 
were  mostly  if  not  entirely  Baptist  and  Con- 
gregational ista,  but  wore  all  united  in  settling 
Mr.  Hibbard  as  their  pastor.  Under  his  care 
the  religious  affairs  went  on  harmoniously 
until  1786,  when  a  part  of  the  Congregation- 
al church  withdrew,  formed  themselves  into 
a  separate  Church,  and  built  a  small  house  ; 
but  soon  broke  down  and  disbanded  ;  most 
returned  to  the  former  church,  and  again 
their  religious  interests  prospered  under  Mr.  ■ 
Ilibbard's  administration,  until  about  the 
year  1796,  when  some  began  to  think  he  was 
not  sufficiently  refined  lor  Poultney  ;  and 
finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  vote  to  dismiss 
him.  This  almost  broke  the  poor  old  man's 
heart — having  labored  with  his  people  so 
long,  and  with  very  little  support — for  he 
could  almost  say,  with  Paul  :  "  These  bauds 
have  ministered  to  my  necessities.  1  have 
not  been  chargeable  to  any  of  you." — Poor 
and  disconsolate,  ho  preached  a  few  years  to 
destitute  churches  m  the  vicinity,  and  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers,    "Peace  to  his  ashes." 

In  17^3,  they  erected  a  house  of  worship, 

*  Horn  iu  Cainuui,  Ct.— lloury  Clark. 
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on  the  north  side  of  the  road  near  the  bury- 
ing ground,  45  feet  in  width,  and  55  in 
length,  covered  it,  laid  the  lower  floor,  and 
built  a  desk.  So  far  it  was  done  by  sub- 
scription, and  in  this  situation  it  was  occu- 
pied for  several  years.  The  town  finally 
raised  a  tax  and  finished  the  house.  After 
the  dismission  of  Mr.  Ilibbard,  they  had  no 
settled  minister  for  several  years.  In  1S01, 
Mr.  Clark  Kendrick,  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry,  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  was  in- 
vited to  preach  to  them  a  year,  which  he 
did.  The  Baptist  church  then  gave  him  a 
call  to  become  their  pastor,  which  he  accept- 
ed, and  was  ordained  in  May,  1802.  This 
movement  caused  the  Congregational  Church 
to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  They  obtained 
Mr.  Samuel  Leonard  for  their  minister  ;  and 
in  1S03,  built  the  meeting-house  which  they 
now  occupy.  And  the  old  meeting-house, 
generally  styled  **  Hibbard's  Sanctuary," 
was  demolished  in  1812. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  such  a  thing  as  a  wagou  was  not 
known.  The  first  one  the  writer  remembers 
seeing  came  from  the  west  part  of  the  town, 
with  a  load  of  worshippers,  drawn  by  two 
horses;,  and,  as  they  started  for  home,  at  the 
close  of  the  service,  the  wagon  made  consid- 
erable noise.  One  man  very  gravely  re- 
marked that  he  wished  it  was  thirty  shillings 
fine  for  any  man  to  drive  a  wagon  through 
the  street  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  first  inhabitants  were  generally  from 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  professed 
views  and  feelings  peculiar  to  their  ancestors. 
They  took  vigilant  measures  to  prevent  trav- 
elling on  the  Sabbath. 

One  morning,  as  the  people  were  assembling 
for  worship,  a  little  Scotchman  was  walking 
to  the  east,  and  as  he  appeared  to  be  going 
past  the  meeting-house,  the  tithing  man 
stepped  up  to  him,  and  demanded  the  reason 
of  his  travelling  upon  the  Sabbath.  He  re- 
plied that  he  was  a  minister,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  preach  in  Middletown.  By  this 
time  a  number  had  gathered  around  him,  be- 
ing rather  suspicious  that  it  wa3  a  false  pre- 
tense, and  questioned  him  closely.  Finally, 
as  they  were  destitute  of  a  minister  that  day, 
they  proposed  to  him  to  remain  and  preach 
to  them.  He  consented,  and  took  for  his 
text:  "  As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is 
good  news  from  a  far  country."  They  wore 
all  well  pleased  with  the  sermon,  and  per- 


mitted him  to  go  on  and  preach  in  Middle- 
town  in  the  afternoon. 

The  first  settlers  were  very  much  attached 
to  each  other,  united  in  their  efforts  to  pro- 
mote regularity  and  good  order,  and,  for 
many  years,  moved  on  like  a  band  of  broth- 
ers. 

Poultney  Library,  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made,  was  established  about  1790.  It 
became  a  large  and  flourishing  institution, 
and  contributed  largely  to  enlighten  the 
minds  and  improve  the  morals  of  its  numer- 
ous patrons.  It  flourished  until  the  country 
became  flooded  with  those  light  and  trashy 
publications,  usually  styled  modern  litera- 
ture ;  and  for  this  cause  it  was  neglected,  and 
finally  broken  up  in  1836.  No  observing 
mind  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  change 
that  has  come  over  the  inhabitants,  especially 
the  rising  generation,  has  not  been  for  the 
better. 

POULTNEY 

celebrated  her  hundreth  birthday — the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  her  circular  of  invitation. 

sons  and  daughters  of  poultney. 
Your  Mother  Sendeth  Greeting. 

The  present  residents  of  Poultney,  Vt. , 
wishing  to  do  honor  to  our  common  mother, 
have  resolved  to  celebrate  her  hundreth  birth 
day  with  befitting  ceremonies. 

On  September,  21,  1861,  she  will  be  a  cen- 
tury old. 

And  on  that  day  we  wish  to  welcome  all 
the  wandering  Sous  and  Daughters  of  Poult- 
ney "  at  the  old  Homestead,  to  recount  the 
joys  and  sorrows  of"  Auld  Lang  Syne,  and 
make  a  record  for  the  future. 

JOSEPH  JOSLIN. 
President  of  Centennial  Association. 

L.  D.  ROSS. 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

centennial  address, 

Delivered  at  Poultney,  Vermont,  September  21,  1S61, 
BY  HENRY  CLARK. 

Son3  and  Daughters,  and  former  Residents  of 
Poultney  : — It  is  my  first  and  most  pleasing 
duty  to  bid  you  welcome  to  this  spot  am!  festi- 
val. In  the  name  of  our  ancient  town,  Natives 
and  former  Residents  of  Poultney,  welcome  to 
the  old  Homestead  ! — to  the  scenes  of  your 
childhood  —  to  these  mountains,  valleys  and 
streams,  and  skies — to  the  hallowed  resting- 
place  of  tho  dear  departed  —  to  tbe  joyous 
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scenes  of  this  day,  the  memory  of  which  will 
never  be  obliterated  by  the  lapse  of  time,  or  the 
distance  that  may  separate  you  from  them. 

We  rejoice  to  see  such  a  noble  company  of 
the  sous  and  daughters  of  this  town  to-day, 
coming  from  the  city  and  the  village — from  the 
hill-side  and  the  valley — from  the  mouutain- 
tops — "  from  the  far  West" — from  every  place 
where  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  adventure 
bears  men.  The  farmer  has  left  his  field,  the 
mechanic  his  workshop,  the  merchant  his 
counting-room,  the  lawyer  his  brief,  and  the 
minister  his  people,  and  you  have  come  to  re- 
vive old  and  cherished  associations,  and  to  re- 
new former  friendships — to  lengthen  the  cords 
and  strengthen  time-hallowed  affections.  Your 
presence  to-day  not  only  honors  your  native 
town,  but  also  honors  yourselves.  It  is  a 
pledge  to  us  that  the  bustle  and  business  of  life 
— its  distracting  cares  and  anxieties,  and  the 
various  experiences  which  you  have  passed 
through  have  not  alienated  your  affections  from 
the  scenes  of  your  earl y  days.  You  can  adopt 
the  language  of  the  poet : 

**  Where'er  I  roam,  whatsoever  realm?  I  gee, 
My  HEART,  unt raveled,  fon-lly  turns  to  thee  !" 

The  past  welcomes  you  as  you  come  hither 
with  reverential  feeling  for  your  own  birth- 
place, or  the  burial  fields  of  your  ancestors — 
those  humble  but  honest  aud  enterprising  pio- 
neers of  civilization  in  this  community. 

It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  us  to  greet  here 
at  this  hour,  so  many  who  have  long  mingled 
in  the  active  scenes  of  the  bustling  world — who 
have  won  for  themselves  honor  and  respect,  but 
who  cherish  a  warm  affection  for  the  mother  who 
nurtured  them  in  their  youth — and  now,  in  the 
meridian  or  evening  of  life,  have  returned  to 
venerate  her  memory  and  do  her  honor.  You 
have  come  together  now — gathered  from  that 
world  in  which  you  have  been  running  your 
race — from  communities  widely  separated  and 
diversified — from  every  pursuit,  and  having 
endured  every  form  of  human  discipline  and 
trial — men  of  different  generations,  showing 
different  touches  of  time  :  hoary  age,  ripened 
manhood,  and  youth  merging  into  manhood,  we 
stand  together  "on  this  mount  of  observation." 
Around  us  the  shadows  of  the  past  are  gather- 
ing, and  upon  us  shines  the  light  of  the  future. 
Here  are  the  evening  and  the  morning. 

Many  meet  who  never  met  before,  and  are 
filled  with  wonder  aud  surprise.  Somo  meet 
who  have  met  before — whose  merry  feet  trod 
together  the  well  beaten  paths — who  reclined 
together  ou  these  green  banks,  sauntered  over 


these  hills,  and  rested  under  these  shades — 
bosom  friends  !  How  changed  from  what  you 
were  1  You  bear  the  marks  of  the  toil — you 
are  covered  with  the  dust  of  the  conflict  of  life. 
You  look  upon  each  others'  faces,  and  beneath 
these  marks  of  years,  and  these  scars  of  duty, 
there  brighten  up  features  of  your  early  youth. 
*  Long  slumbering  feelings  awaken — the  seal 
of  time  is  melted,  and  the  soul  speaks  in  voices 
that  you  have  heard  before." 

Many  of  you  have  long  been  known  to  us  as 
prominent  actors  in  the  political,  literary  and 
religious  world.  "We  have  respected  you  ;  but 
to-day  we  meet  you  with  warmer  feelings  of 
friendship  and  affection  :  and  although  your 
faces  appear  to  us  as  the  features  of  strangers, 
still  we  remember  that  there  is  a  common 
interest,  alike  dear  to  you  and  us.  These  rec- 
ollections awaken  in  us  the  feelings  of  family 
affection,  and  we  celebrate  a  mutual  thanks- 
giving. 

You  have  come;  but  our  number  is  not  all 
here.  Many,  whose  hearts  are  with  us,  are 
detained  by  business,  or  prevented  by  the  un- 
happy condition  of  our  country :  but  many, 
too,  are  where  no  call  of  ours  could  reach  them. 
Some  rest  beneath  the  sod  of  our  own  State — 
some  beneath  the  prairies  of  the  West — some  are 
in  their  ocean-bed — some  have  left  their  bones 
on  foreign  shores — quietly  slumber  "  on  India's 
coral  strand."  Some  have  fallen  in  early 
prime;  in  deeds  of  patriotism,  humauity  and 
holy  benevolence,  and  to  be  gathered  in  as 
shocks  fully  ripe. 

My  friends,  it  is  fitting  that  we  should  turn 
from  daily  cares  and  labor,  and  devote  one  day 
!  in  a  century  to  reflectious  on  the  past ;  to  the 
gladsome  enjoyment  of  the  present,  and  to  the 
indulgence  iu  hopeful  anticipations  of  the  fu- 
ture. This  is  no  idle,  ceremonious  observance. 
It  is  connected  with  a  wide  association  of 
sentiment.  It  has  regard  to  ancestral  feeling. 
This  sentiment  has  its  place  in  the  bosom  of 
every  true  hearted  man,  however  humble,  or 
however  exalted.  The  voices  of  the  past  lead 
him  with  their  fond  memories,  as  the  little  child 
leads  the  loving  parent;  and  he  comes,  ami 
you  now  come,  with  the  tribute  of  his  affec- 
tion, to  hang  his  votive  offering  in  these  tem- 
ples of  his  early  lova 

Again  I  welcome  you  to  this  chosen  spot,  at 
this  season  when  all  nature  clothes  this  beauti- 
ful valley  in  her  richest  attire,  and  amid  genial 
scenes. 

Fellow-Citizens  :  the  timo  for  this  commem- 
oration is  aptly  chosen;  for,  though  lomewh&t 
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more  than  a  century  ha3  elapsed  since  tbo  ear- 
ly settlers  first  traced  the  furrow,  and  sowed 
the  seed  in  these  broad  acres,  still  a  century 
this  day  expires  since  Benning  "Went worth, 
governor  of  New  Hnmpshire.  affixed  the  seal 
of  that  State,  and  his  own  bold  signature,  to  j 
yonder  Charter,  which  guarantees  full  privi- 
leges  of  a  town  ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  J 
usual  custom  in  these  celebrations,  is,  in  fact,  j 
the  only  definite  point  of  time  from  which  to 
take  our  survey. 

Tin's  assembly  has  come  together  to-day  with 
memories  and  sacred  associations  filling  our 
minds,  that  are  calculated  to  take  deep  hold  on 
the  feelings.  We  have  arrived  at  the  close  of 
the  first  century  of  the  existence  of  the  char- 
ter of  our  town.  Standing  now  at  the  point 
of  such  a  deeply  interesting  anniversary,  our 
feelings  cannot  but  be  in  harmony  with  the 
sentiment  of  the  Psalmist:  "  We  have  heard 
with  our  ears,  0  God!  our  fathers  have  told  us, 
what  work  Thou  didst  in  their  days,  in  times  of 
old."  '*  We  will  not  hide  them  from  their  child- 
ren ;  showing  to  the  generation  to  come  the  praises 
of  the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and  his  wonderful 
works  that  lie  hath  done." 

How  could  we  properly  employ  our  thougltts 
on  this  day,  except  by  looking  backward  to  the 
time  of  the  fathers — to  their  noble  struggles, 
their  high  and  worthy  views  and  purposes,  and 
the  things  wrought  in  their  day ;  by  looking, 
also,  upward  to  the  all-controling  and  good 
providence  of  God  by  which  events  have  been 
guided,  and  this  people  blessed;  and  looking 
forward  to  the  future  opening  upon  us,  with  its 
privileges,  duties,  hopes  and  fears. 

If  we  go  back  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years,  we  find  our  State  almost  unoccupied  by 
civilized  man.  Throughout  the  more  moun- 
tainous portions  of  our  commonwealth  every 
thing  remained  in  a  state  of  nature.  Withia 
these  profound  shades  dwelt  unmolested  the 
wild  beasts,  and  the  wilderness  blossomed  in 
beauty  unaided  by  the  hand  of  man.  Even 
the  native  tribes  of  Indians  had  very  few  per- 
manent homes  within  the  region  ;  they  ranged 
over  this  part  of  the  State  for  hunting  and 
fishing,  but  built  their  wigwams  in  more  favor- 
able places — by  the  seaside  and  in  the  rich 
valleys,  and  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 

In  this  township  it  is  not  known  that  there 
were  any  cultivated  grounds  or  permanent 
habitations  of  the  red  man.  Very  few  traces 
of  go  much  as  their  wandering  presenco  here 
have  ever  been  fouud.    An  arrow  head  or  two 


have  been  picked  up.  The  oldest  traditions 
of  the  town  indicate  no  signs  of  any  aboriginal 
dwelling-place.  It  is  believed  no  traces  of  their 
graves  have  ever  been  seen  here. 

A  little  more  than  a  century  aero  there  were 
but  few  towns  in  this  part  of  the  State  ;  and  the 
wilderness  was  unsettled  till  the  fertile  grounds 
along  the  Connecticut  River  were  reached. 
But  enterprising  men  had  passed  over  the  conn, 
try  and  marked  its  advantage?.  The  history  of 
that  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  our  settlers 
came,  that  there  were  many  who  were  disposed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  new  lands  for  settle- 
ment. There  were  sturdy  hearts  among  the 
young  men  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
glad  to  think  of  planting  for  themselves  a  home 
where  they  might  bring  the  ones  they  loved, 
and  where  they  could  cultivate  land  to  call 
their  own. 

The  grant  of  charters  in  this  State  by  Gov- 
ernor Wentworth  commences  with  Bennington, 
Jan.  3,  1749 — extends  to  Aug.  4,  1764.  Only 
sixteen  charters,  and  most  of  them  located  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mountain,  were  made  until 
1761.  In  that  year  60  charters  were  granted. 
In  the  month  of  September  11  were  granted, 
and  5  of  them  were  within  the  present  limit3 
of  Rutland  county,  namely : 

Rutland,  September  1, 1761  ;  Tinmouth,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1761 ;  Wells,  September  15,  1761 ; 
Poultney,  September  21,  1761,  Castleton,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1761. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1773,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Proprietors,  it  was 

"Voted,  to  lay  out  a  post  road  from  the 
Governor's  farm,  between  Thomas  Ashley's 
and  Ebenezer  Allen's  farm,  north  as  far  as  it  is 
needful ;  said  road  to  be  4  rods  wide — and  to 
pay  3  shillings  a  day  for  clearing  roads.1' 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1773, 

"  Voted,  that  Thomas  Ashley  and  Ebenezer 
Allen  may  lay  out  100  acres  of  land  ou  their 
own  right,  or  on  any  of  the  undivided  lands  in 
said  Poultney.  This  liberty  is  on  account  of 
these  men  first  coming  to  town." 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1775,  they  appointed 
Xehemiah  Howe,  John  Grant  and  Isaac  Ashley 
a  committee  to  look  out  a  burying-place. 

''Voted.  Ethan  Allen  may  pitch  100  acres 
for  Capt.  Warner  of  Bennington,  any  where 
on  the  undivided  land  in  said  town — tor  the 
vallor  of  cutting  the  timber  of  Ksq.  Munro«\ 
the  Yorkite,  out  of  his  own  laud,  ou  the  bec- 
otid  division." 

On  the  first  day  of  Juno  the  committee  on 
selection  of  a  burial-place  reported  "  that  N 
niiah  Ho  wo  and  John  Grant  shall  have  4  acre9 
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a-piece  for  allowing  the  proprietors  a  burying- 
place  on  their  home  lots,  Xos.  34  and  30 — be- 
ginning on  the  east  side  of  34,  and  on  the  west 
side  of  No.  30,  running  24  rods  north  from  the 
river,  running  20  rods  south.  10  degrees  west, 
and  8  rods  each  way  on  34  and  30.  John 
Grant  for  to  take  for  his  4  acre3  on  the  undi- 
vided laud  joining  No.  33  west  of  the  town 
plats.  Nehemiah  Howe  his  4  acres  is  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  lot  34,  on  the  undivid- 
ed land." 

This  is  the  burial-ground  located  on  yonder 
hill.  Joel  Grannis,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
who  came  here  in  the  fall  of  1771,  was  lost  in 
the  woods,  and  was  frozen  to  death,  was  the 
first  person  buried  in  the  yard  Thus  early  our 
fathers  took  pains  to  secure  a  place  for  the 
burial  of  the  loved  and  lost.  There  are  sever- 
al burial  places  scattered  through  the  town ; 
but  here  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  that  flows 
in  our  midst  will  be  found  the  earliest  and 
latest  graves  of  Poultney.  "Who  that  have  fol- 
lowed the  mournful  hearse,  laden  with  the  last 
remains  of  friends  beloved,  have  not  had  their 
minds  filled  with  hallowed  associations  and 
memories  of  the  departed,  and  will  not  invol- 
untarily exclaim: 

"  From  every  Grave  a  thousand  virtues  riae 

In  shapes  of  mercy,  charity  and  love, 

To  walk  the  world  and  bless  it.    Of  every  tear 

That  sorrow  ing  mortals  shed  on  the^e  green  graves 

Some  good  is  born — some  gentler  nature  comes." 

Before  proceeding  to  sketch  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  town,  I  beg  your  indulgence  to  a 
brief  review  of  the  life  of  a  gentleman  who, 
although  he  never  settled  here,  took  a  deep 
interest  in  its  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
who  ever  visited  the  town  previous  to  its  set- 
tlement. He  was  the  treasurer  of  ths  proprie- 
tors for  many  years,  and  visited  the  town  in 
]  7G4 — also,  after  the  settlement:  I  refer  to  Capt. 
Isaac  Lawrence  of  Canaan,  Ct.  He  was  a  native 
of  Groton,  Mass..  and  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Canaan  in  1748.  He  is  represented  as  being 
large — in  stature  6  feet — erect — pleasant  coun- 
tenance, sociable,  intelligent — excellent  char- 
acter— of  active  and  correct  business  habits — 
by  occupation  a  farmer.  He  accumulated  a 
valuable  property,  owned  several  large  farms, 
which  he  kept  under  cultivation;  was  the 
owner  of  20  slaves  at  one  time,  to  whom  he 
gave  their  freedom  before  his  death,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  who  was  made  so  by  his 
heirs — making  provision  for  the  aged  and  in- 
firm, and  contributing  to  the  comfort  of  others 
who  were  needy.  The  record  of  his  life  is  of 
a  man  of  great  industry  and  perseveranco — 
that  ho  made  life  worth  something  to  himself 


and  others.  He  held  many  public  offices — 
was  a  representative  and  a  senator  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  His  extensive  business  trans- 
actions necessarily  bringing  him  in  contact 
with  a  great  number  of  persons,  his  excellent 
reputation,  and  the  veneration  in  which  he  wa3 
held  by  the  early  settlers  of  this  town,  afford 
us  the  best  evidence  that  his  habits  and  manner 
of  life  were  correct — such  as  to  secure  almost 
universal  esteem  and  confidence.  Mr.  Solomon 
Whitney,  who  was  associated  wiih  him  in  the 
meetings  and  affairs  of  the  proprietors,  said  of 
him,  that  "nobody  ever  disliked  old  captain 
Isaac.  If  all  the  world  were  like  him  it  would 
do  very  well."    He  died  Dec.  2,  1793. 

The  first  settlement  of  this  town  was  com- 
menced by  Ebenezer  Allen  and  Thomas  Ashley, 
about  1771.  They  commenced  near  where  the 
covered  turnpike  bridge  is,  in  the  west  village 
— Allen  a  little  west,  and  Ashley  a  little  east. 
The  river  then  ran  some  20  rods  north  of  where 
it  now  does.  Allen  brought  his  family,  con- 
sisting of  7,  with  him,  and  he  erected  a  shanty 
for  them  ;  which  was  done  by  setting  crutches 
in  the  ground,  placing  poles  on  the  top,  and 
covering  the  roof  and  sides  with  bark.  They 
cleared  some  land  near  where  Daniel  Sprague 
formerly  lived,  and  raised  corn  sufficient  to 
make  bread  for  the  family,  fat  his  pork,  and 
buy  an  under  jacket.  Ashley  remained  one 
month,  and  returned  and  brought  on  his  f  imily. 
His  farm  lay  upon  the  sides  of  the  highway 
running  through  the  village  of  west  Poultney. 
His  first  dwelling  was  on  the  spot  where  the 
Hon.  Rollin  C.  Mallary  lived,  now  occupied  by 
Dr.  McLeod. 

Here  the  first  framed  house  and  framed  barn 
were  built.  This  dwelling  was  a  large  gambrel 
roofed  house,  built  according  to  the  architecture 
of  that  day.  Mr.  Mallary  bad  a  reverence  for 
the  associations  of  the  location  with  the  early 
history  of  this  community,  and  determined, 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Ashley,  that  he  would 
purchase  it,  let  it  cost  what  it  would.  He 
removed  the  buildings,  and  built  the  present' 
residence  of  Dr.  McLeod.  He  had  so  much 
of  the  historic  spirit  in  reference  to  the  place, 
that  he  placed  some  of  the  timbers  in  his  new. 
house  as  relics  of  the  past. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  several  other  families 
came  to  town,  namely  :  Elijah  aud  John  Owen, 
Isaac  Ashley,  Nehemiah  Howe.  Ichabod  anil 
Joseph  Marshall,  Silas  Howe,  lleber  Alien, 
.John  Grant,  Thomas  Goodwin,  Robert  Green, 
Zubediah  Dewey,  Cotton  Fletcher,  John,  Elka- 
na,  Elisha,  Enoch   and  William  Ashley,  all 
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brothers  of  Thomas  and  Isaac  Ashley ;  John 
Tilden,  Zebediah,  Dan  and  John  Richards, 
William  Ward,  Timothy,  Ebenezer,  James  and 
Daniel  Hyde;  Samuel  Church,  Joel  Grannis, 
Isaac  Craw,  Nathaniel  and  James  Smith,  Mor- 
decai  and  Gilbert  Soper.  James  and  Nathaniel 
Brookins,  Josiah  Lewis.  A  few  others  came 
here  previous  to  1777. 

The  deprivations  of  the  early  inhabitants  of 
this  town  the  time  allotted  me  would  not  suf- 
fice to  relate,  if  the  power  of  description  were 
mine  to  fitly  portray  them.  None  but  those 
who  saw  and  suffered  could  ever  form  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  what  they  were.  They  all  inhab- 
ited log  houses.  In  some  instances  families 
moved  into  their  houses  before  the  roof  was  on. 
even  in  the  winter.  Many  of  them  furnished 
themselves  with  tables,  bedsteads  and  chairs, 
with  no  other  implements  than  an  axe  and  an 
auger.  For  a  fire-place  a  stone  back  was  built 
up  in  one  end  of  the  house,  and  stones,  such  as 
they  could  get,  were  laid  down  for  a  hearth. 

After  the  first  year  they  raised  a  little  corn, 
wheat,  potatoes,  beans,  &c. — they  fared  much 
better.  Some  of  them  had  a  cow  which  ran 
in  the  woods. 

The  first  few  years  they  had  to  go  to  Manches- 
ter, some  thirty  miles,  to  procure  corn  and  get 
it  ground.  Soon  afterward  a  mill  was  built  by 
a  Mr.  Fitch,  at  Pawlet,  which  they  considered 
a  great  convenience.  A  gristmill  was  built  on 
the  falls  in  this  village,  in  1776. 

To  rr.any  of  the  conveniences  and  comforts 
of  life  that  hardy  generation  of  men  were  stran- 
gers. Their  dwellings  were  log-houses,  illy 
fitted  to  exclude  the  cold.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  rousing  fires  kept  up  in  winter  in  the 
large  fireplaces,  fed  continually  by  great  logs, 
the  inmates  must  have  severely  suffered. 

Their  farming  utensils  were  clumsy ;  their 
clothing  homespun  and  coarse,  but  durable. 

The  inhabitants,  at  this  period,  had  not 
established  social  institutions  among  them,  of 
any  importance.  They  had  erected  '  a  log 
schoolhouse,  as  they  called  it,  on  the  pent 
road  leading  north  from  the  west  village,  a 
few  rods  southeast  of  where  Daniel  Andrus 
now  lives.  Whether  a  school  was  kept  there 
previous  to  1778,  I  have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain. On  the  Sabbath  the  inhabitants  met 
iu  this  building,  and  held  public  social  wor- 
ship, and  frequently  a  sermon  was  read.  Thus 
things  were  in  June,  17  77. 

In  July,  1777,  on  the  approach  of  Burgoyno's 
array  and  tho  Indians,  the  men  of  this  town 
were  under  arms,  to  resist  their  progress;  and 


at  the  time  of  the  battles  of  Hubbardtou  and 
Castleton,  a  messenger  was  sent  to  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  they  must  flee  for  their  lives.  The  women, 
without  a  moment's  delay,  gathered  together 
their  children,  and-  commenced  their  line  of 
march  through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness, 
to  the  south,  expecting  every  hour  to  be  over- 
taken and  murdered;  but  were  fortunate,  in 
keeping  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  were 
enabled  to  reach  a  place  of  safety  at  Benning- 
ton— afterwards  proceeding  to  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts. 

It  was  on  the  Sabbath,  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  were  assemb  meeting  v»L^o  school- 
house,  engaged  in  ?  When  the 
news  reached  thu*.  nf  the  town  held~>ut  even 
visiting  their  homes.  i..  *  Joseph 
Joslin,  Esq.,  the  honored  President  ,  ^he  day, 
lived  nearest  to  tho  schoolhouse,  passed  direr-f- 
ly by  her  own  home — and,  with  one  child  a  few 
months  old  in  her  arms,  and  leading  another, 
went  on  foot  to  Bennington,  not  stopping  nor 
procuring  any  thing  to  eat.  These  were  times 
that  tried  the  courage  of  women  as  well  as 
of  men. 

The  Battle  of  Bennington,  on  the  16th  of 
August  following,  checked  the  march  of  Bur- 
goyne's  forces,  and  the  battle  at  Stillwater, 
where  his  army  was  taken  prisoners,  relieved 
the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  they  began  to  return  to  their  homes  :  but 
few,  however,  returned  until  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1778.  For  several  years  following 
they  would  secrete  some  of  their  choicest  arti- 
cles before  retiring  for  the  night. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  after  these  events 
commenced  more  rapidly  ;  and  they  began  to 
pay  attention  to  the  erection  of  dwelling-hous- 
es and  barns — the  planting  of  orchards,  &c. 
The  first  orchard  was  planted  on  the  Rann 
farm  77  years  ago. 

The  first  town  meeting  on  record  was  held 
March  8,  1775,  over  which  Zebulon  Richards 
presided  as  moderator.  Heber  Allen  was  elect- 
ed as  town  clerk  ;  Nehemiah  Howe,  Zebulon 
Richards  and  Cotton  Fletcher  were  chosen 
selectmen;  Isaac  Ashley,  constable ;  John  Ash- 
ley, tylhiugman.  It  was  voted — "six  days' 
work  for  each  man  on  the  highways."  Josiah 
Lewis,  Thomas  Ashley,  John  Owen  and  Ne- 
hemiah Howe,  were  appointed  surveyors  of 
highways — and  the  selectmen  were  constituted 
a  committee  for  laying  out  highways;  and  they 
closed  their  proceedings  by  voting  "  that  hogs 
should  run  at  largo." 
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At  the  town  meeting  held  March  11,  1777, 
"William  Ward  was  appointed  moderator.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  deemed  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  proprietors,  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  safety  ;  and  they  accordingly  elected  Nehe- 
roiah  Howe,  William  Ward.  John  Grant,  lleber 
Allen  aud  ZebeJiah  Dewey,  and  instructed 
them  to  join  the  General  Committtee  of  Safety 
of  .the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  They  also 
allow;ed  William  Ward  20s  6d  for  attending 
the  convention  of  that  year;  and  voted  £  15 
for  the  town  tax. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  27th 
April  following,  Thomas  Ashley  was  also  elect- 
ed one  of  thjfc  pa-ms  &e  of  safety. 

At  a  me;  the  loved  and  fc16th  of  Aprii,  17 VS,. 
tbe  follov^i  places  scattered  u' ; 

Where  on  the  bnn'ion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  disjp  v  land  called  the  State  of  Vermont, 
by  their  delegates,  did  frame  a  Constitution, 
and  by  the  same  did  enact  a  G-eneral  Assembly 
with  the  same — Agreeable  to  their  orders  we 
have  warned  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and 
have  met  in  consequence  thereof  of  said  orders 
by  reason  of  the  orders  not  coming  to  hand  be- 
fore our  annual  March  meeting — we  hereby 
organize  oursel res,  under  said  Constitution, 
into  a  town  for  legal  purposes.  1 

They  then  proceeded  to  choose  town  officers, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State. 

At  the  meeting  in  1780,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Elisha  Ashley  and  Josiah  Grant  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  find  the  centre  of  the  town. 

They  also  voted  to  locate  the  meetinghouse 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  near  the  burying- 
ground,  and  that  it  be  built  by  subscription,  45 
feet  in  length,  and  3*  feet  wide,  and  to  bo  a 
frame  building.  In  1783  they  covered  it,  laid 
the  lower  floor,  and  built  a  desk.  In  this  situ- 
ation it  was  occupied  for  several  years.  The 
town  finally  raised  a  tax  and  finished  the  house. 

This  year  the  Rev.  Ithamer  Hibbard  came  to 
town.  He  was  the  first  settled  minister  in  the 
town,  and  remained  with  the  people  until  his 
dismission,  which  occurred  in  1796  or  '97.  The 
primary  cause  of  Mr.  Hibbard's  dismission  was, 
that  he  connected  himself  with  the  masonic 
fraternity;  and  he  strenuously  defended  him- 
self against  the  assaults  that  were  mado  upon 
him— -openly  advocated  the  principles  upon 
which  the  institution  was  based.  He  had  pro 
viously  been  a  chaplain  in  the  American  army. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  piety,  and  the  cause  of 
religion  prospered  under  his  ministry.  I  loavo 
the  proper  delineation  of  this  good  man's  char- 
acter to  abler  hands.* 

*  See  account  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hibbard  in  the  preceding 
Listory  of  Hubbardton,  puge  758. — Ed. 


Ia  178-1  the  town  "voted  to  raise  a  tax  of 
two  pence  on  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  money 
or  grain :  wheat  at  4s  6d,  corn  at  3s.  or  other 
grain  equivalent — payable  by  the  first  of  De- 
cember next." 

They  also  made  the  first  provision,  as  a  town, 
for  schools,  by  choosing  a  committee  consisting 
of  Noah  Smith,  James  Brookius.  Thus  Watson, 
Abisha  Mosely  and  Reuben  Stevens,  to  divide 
the  town  into  school  districts:  and  elected 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Elisha  Allen,  Oliver  Strong 
and  William  Hooker,  trustees  of  schools. 

This  may  be  considered  the  first  permanent 
establishment  of  schools  in  our  midst.  Is 
would  be  interesting  to  consider  at  some  length 
the  efforts  of  our  predecessors  in  the  great 
cause  of  education;  but  as  this  department  of 
the  history  of  the  town  will  be  enlarged  upon 
by  him  who  is  to  follow  me,  I  must  cocdne 
myself  to  a  very  few  remarks. 

The  records  of  the  town  show  that  great 
pains  was  taken,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  early 
part  of  its  history,  to  cherish  the  schools,  and 
in  the  training  of  children ;  though  in  a  less 
degree,  perhaps,  than  at  the  present  day — Less 
actually,  I  mean — not  less  in  proportion  to 
their  humble  means.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfac- 
tion to  tiiose  who  claim  Poultuey  as  t  e  home 
of  their  childhood,  but  whose  lot  in  manhood 
has  made  them  wanderers  on  the  sea,  or  so* 
journers  by  the  granite  hills  of  the  north,  or 
the  sunny  climes  of  the  South — that  so  much 
has  already  been  done  for  public  education.  Ic 
would  be  interesting  and  instructive.  Sir,  if  you 
could  have  brought  up  from  the  oblivion  o:  the 
past,  the  school  and  the  schoolmaster  of  the 
olden  time,  to  pass  examination  before  us.  Not 
one  before  me  has  forgotten  the  one-story 
schoolhouse  of  his  early  youth — the  little  box 
cast-iron  stove  standing  in  the  centre  of  the 
room — the  seats  around  bearing  evident  m;fk3 
of  that  trait  of  Yankee  character — industry. 
You  have  not  forgotten  tho  morning  hour  de- 
voted to  the  reading  of  the  Bible — each  one 
reading  a  verse,  alternately.  Some  are  atten- 
tive to  the  lesson,  while  otiiers.  with  Bible  ac 
hand,  are  playing  pins,  "  heads  to  points.''  or 
spinning  tho  top:  but,  alas  I  the  penalty  for 
the  lad  who  has  not  the  right  verse  in  suc- 
cession to  read!  The  heavy  whip  Hogs  over 
the  back  of  the  unfortunate  one.  and  t  e 
general  whispering  inquiry  from  one  to  the 
other — "  whore's  the  place?" 

None  have  torirotteu  the  original,  wig  n  o;;s 
and  impressive  modes  of  punishment  for  school 
Offences.     Among  them  that  of  standing  on 
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the  platform,  with  a  piece  of  wood  partially 
split,  placed  across  the  nose  of  the  offender; 
the  effect  of  which  was  something  like  placing 
the  nose  in  a  vise — or  the  holding  of  a  heavy 
stick  of  wood  in  the  hand,  with  the  arm  ex- 
tended horizontally. 

The  schoolmaster  of  the  present  applies  the 
screw  to  develop  the  boy's  brains ;  he  of  the 
past  applied  the  cowhide  to  develop  marks  on 
our  backs.  The  teacher  of  to-day  is  inquisi- 
tive— he  requires  a  why,  or  a  wherefore.  The 
former  never  gave  offence  to  his  pupils  in  this 
way. 

But  T  have  detained  you  longer  on  this  point 
than  I  intended. 

A  distinguished  writer  has  said;  "To  in- 
terpret the  present  thoroughly,  we  must  un- 
derstand and  unfold  the  past."  The  historian 
and  the  antiquarian  are  searching  the  world 
over  among  musty  parchments  and  fragmentary 
documents,  for  records  of  deeds  of  the  past. 
Should  not  the  school  and  teachers  of  other 
days  be  brought  up  to  the  light,  that  our  youtk 
may  the  more  highly  estimate  the  advantages 
of  the  present?  Great  men  are  giving  the 
work  of  their  heads  and  the  work  of  their 
hands 'to  popular  education.  The  most  pure 
institution  in  our  midst,  the  public  school ; 
the  foundation  of  our  future  prosperity — the 
one  outward  institution,  upon  which  all  others 
must  depend,  free  from  party  or  sectarian  rule. 
Kept  sacredly  free  from  all  such  poison— and 
the  best  trait  in  our  New  England  character 
is,  that  we.  however  else  we  differ  and  quarrel, 
unite  in  guarding  our  schools  against  these 
evils  of  public  and  social  life.  To  the  public 
school  system  we  look,  as  the  last  and  best 
hope  for  our  country  and  our  race.  There 
lies  the  heart  of  all  republicanism — of  all  true 
equality  and  free  religion.  And  the  more  you 
do  for  that,  the  more  you  do  for  God.  and  man, 
and  true  duty.  It  is  a  growing  power — one 
whose  calm,  and  yet  tremendous  sway  has  nev- 
er before  been  tried  on  earth ;  the  great  new 
feature  of  American  civilization.  With  all  its 
present  errors — for  it  is  just  dawning  upon  us 
now — its  spirit  is  rirrht.  And  if  I  were  to  sum 
up  in  a  sentence,  the  word  we  would  speak  to 
the  coming  generation,  I  would  say,  Be  true  to 
conscience,  to  your  country,  and  your  public 
schools. 

The  schools  of  our  town  have  produced  rich 
and  mellow  fruit  to  bless  the  world.  Many 
have  gone  ibnh  from  the  public  schools  of  this 
town,  to  honor  themselves,  and  reflect  credit 
upon  their  early  home :  aud  I  need  mention 


but  a  few :  Chas.  D.  Mallary,  D.  D.,  of  Geor- 
gia, Hon.  Alex.  W.  Buel,  of  Michigan,  Horace 
Greeley,  Hon.  Francis  H.  Ruggles,  Hon.  Elisha 
Ward,  George  Jones  of  Xew  York,  Rev.  J.  P., 
Kendrick  of  South  Carolina,  Prof  A.  C.  Ken- 
drick  of  Rochester.-Rev.  Herman  Hooker.  D. 
Philadelphia,  Rev.  Isaac  X.  Sprague.  D.  D.,  of 
Geneseo,  X.  T. 

In  178?,  the  inhabitants  met  in  a  special 
meeting,  to  see  whether  the  town  would  build 
a  gristmill.  William  Hooker,  Cant.  William 
Watson,  Thomas  Ashley  and  Capt.  Jamc3 
Hooker,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure.  The 
report  and  vote  of  the  meeting  were  against 
building  a  mill 

At  the  meeting  of  the  town  held  Sept.  2, 
1794,  it  was 

"Voted,  That  the  soldiers  that  have  turned 
out  to  supply  the  quota  of  men  required  by 
congress  from  the  town  of  Poultney.  shall  be 
entitled  to  40  shillings  for  each  month's  service, 
exclusive  of  the  $  L.60  allowed  for  clothing,  to 
be  made  up  to  them  by  the  treasu-y  of  this 
town,  if  neither  the  United  States  nor  this 
State  should  see  tit  to  make  their  wages  equal 
to  that  sum  per  month." 

It  would  be  interesting,  did  time  permit,  to 
depict  in  full,  as  well  as  at  this  distant  period 
we  could,  the  individual  life  of  all  those  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  give  the 
entire  record  of  the  town  upon  all  matters  of 
Revolutionary  history:  but  this  must  be  le:t 
to  the  person  who  shall  write  a  complete  and 
full  history  of  the  town. 

The  votes  of  the  town  meeting — the  resolu- 
tions passed — were  not  mere  words,  expiring 
with  the  breath  that  uttered  them,  or  iidir.? 
away  with  the  ink  that  recorded  them.  In  all 
the  early  struggles  of  our  own  commonwealth, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  Revolution,  the  men  of 
Poultney  were  there — they  were  at  Tieondero- 
ga.  A  Hibbard — the  Ashleys,  Aliens,  ^'ar- 
shalls,  Richards,  a  Grant — with  their  guna 
ready  for  battle,  under  the  command  of  Ethan 
Allen:  and  they  heard  that  bold  reply  of 
the  noble  and  intrepid  defender  of  o  :r  rig 
— "  In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  ar.d 
the  Continental  Congress." 

All  these  men  were  soldiers — none  of  theta 
too  good  for  sen-ice.  Their  country's  rig  ts, 
not  their  own  aggrandizemcut,  was  the  bj  *. 
for  which  they  watched  without  ceasine. — 
Many  of  them  stood  shoulder  to  sh<  ilder  -  a 
every  battle-field  —  having  for  then  o 
"Give  us  Liberty,  or  give  us  Death t'1  No 
compromise  was  admissible  in  that  day.  No 
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traitor  spirit  found  here.  The  sons  of  this 
town  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
patriotic  spirit  and  determined  purpose  of  their 
Fires.  The  names  of  many  a  brave  soldier  are 
conspicuous  in  her  annals.  Let  their  sons,  to 
the  latest  generation,  see  to  it  that  a  reputa- 
tion nobly  earned  shall  never  be  tarnished. 

Upon  the  Revolutionary  rolls  are  inscribed 
the  names  of 

Thomas  Ashley,  Seth  Buggies, 

"~~Ebenezer  Allen,  Joseph  Manning, 

John  Grant,  William  Lewis, 

Capt.  William  "Watson,  James  Smith, 
Zebediah  Dewey,        James  Hooker, 
Daniel  Mallary,  William  Hooker, 

Oliver  Wright,  Thomas  Hooker, 

Abel  Hubbard, '  William  Lewis, 

Samuel  Priudle,  Jeremiah  Armstrong, 

Jesse  Soper ; 
and  of  many  others,  whose  names  I  have  been 
unable  to  recover.  Indeed,  it  would  seem 
from  a  cursory  examination,  that  almost  all 
the  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  out 
during  some  portion  of  the  protracted  contest. 
They  were  no  mercenary  men,  but  the  real 
brave  yeomanry,  exchanging  at  the  call  of  their 
country  the  field  of  the  husbandman  for  the 
field  of  battle. 

And  I  would  not  forget,  on  this  occasion, 
the  brave  women  of  those  times,  who  encoun- 
tered almost  every  thing  but  death — who  were 
driven  from  their  homes  and  left  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  those  who  opposed  the  cause  they 
had  espoused. 

I  have  related  one  incident  connected  with 
the  sufferings  and  hardships  of  the  women  who 
left,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Permit 
me  to  relate  another.  Most  of  the  women  and 
children  came  together  before  the  night  of  the 
first  day.  They  reached  Pownal,  where  a  pub- 
lic house  was  kept ;  but  they  were  not  aware 
of  the  position  taken  upon  public  affairs  by  the 
innkeeper.  They  approached  the  house,  and  a 
Mrs.  Dewey  asked  of  the  landlord  if  he  was  a 
tory  or  a  whig.  He  made  reply,  that  he  did 
not  think  that  any  of  her  business.  She  again 
said  to  him.  "  Sir,  I  am  captain  of  this  compa- 
ny, and  I  wieh  a  reply  to  my  inquiry ;  and  if 
you  are  a  tory  we  shall  go  on ;  if  not,  we  will 
remain."  He  said  he  was  not.  The  house 
was  full  already;  as  the  women  and  children 
were  hourly  arriving  from  every  direction. 
They  were  put  together  in  a  log  meetinghouse 
thai  stood  near  by.  They  had  no  men  to  de- 
fend them,  and  they  barred  the  doors,  and 
laid  down  to  rest.  During  the  night  Mrs. 
Marshall  was  aroused  by  footsteps,  as  she 
thought.     It  was  bright  mooulight,  aud  she 


observed  several  men  she  supposed  to  be  a 
scouting  party  from  the  enemy — a  detachment 
who  were  but  a  few  rods  distant.  She  recol- 
lected that  she  saw  a  gun  stand  in  one  corner, 
as  she  entered  the  building.  She  got  the  gun, 
and  found,  on  examination,  that  it  had  no  lock, 
but  had  a  ramrod.  She  took  it  and  went  to 
work  as  though  she  was  loading  the  gun — 
and  every  few  moments  she  would  cease  op- 
erations to  give  those  on  the  outside  the  im- 
pression that  several  guns  were  being  loaded  ; 
and  as  they  approached  she  put  the  muzzle 
out  of  a  broken  window,  and  took  aim  as  if 
to  fire:  and  they  were  so  impressed  from  the 
movements,  of  the  numbers  in  the  building, 
that  they  very  quietly  left,  and  nothing  further 
occurred  to  disturb  their  rest,  and  in  the 
morning  they  resumed  their  journey. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  men  of 
this  Grant.  It  is  well  to  advert  to  the  part 
the  women  have  had  in  founding,  preserving 
and  advancing  this  community :  especially 
should  we  recount  their  privations  at  this 
time,  wrhen,  more  probably  than  at  others, 
heart  meets  heart,  and  sympathies  of  human- 
ity flow  spontaneously,  geuerously,  equitably. 
We  behold  them,  in  vision,  coming  to  this  locali- 
ty— living  in  log  houses  until  lumber  could  be 
procured — entering  upon  their  domicils  with 
strong  and  consoling  faith  that  whatever  might 
be  their  experience  of  weal  or  woe,  it  would 
be  divinely  overruled  for  their  highest  welfare. 
We  cannot  but  revere  and  bless  their  memory 
as  important  pioneers  in  the  great  work  of 
employing  means  for  contributing  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  high  character  of  this  com- 
monwealth. But  for  the  presence,  approval 
and  affection  of  such  fair  friends,  few  of  the 
men  who  cleared  away  the  long  standing 
woods  of  this  soil — braved  the  perils  of  fam- 
ine and  pestilence,  would  have  had  a  heart 
to  begin  the  world  anew,  in  these  wilds.  But 
for  those  of  them  who  had  sufficient  strength, 
even  when  the  sufferings  incident  to  new 
settlements  were  experienced,  there  would 
have  been  few,  if  any,  who,  like  ministering 
angels,  would  have  comforted  the  distressed, 
given  medicine  for  the  diseased — whispered 
truths  of  Christian  hope  beyond  the  grave, 
prayed  with  the  dying,  and  commended  their 
souls  to  the  welcome  of  the  Puritan's  God. 
They  met  with  a  spirit  of  fortitude  ;  and 
what  was  more  needed,  of  human  aid  in  these 
homes  of  trial,  than  the  homo  influences  of 
virtuous  woman,  which  calm  the  disquieted 
temper,  cool  angry  resentment,  cherish  feeling! 
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of  forbearance  ;  but  when  necessity  calls,  nerve 
the  arm  for  noble  deeds  in  defence  of  equal  rights. 

Such  was  the  part  of  matrons  who  were 
numbered  among  the  primitive  members  of 
this  community.  Thus  actuated  by  the  high- 
est motives  received  from  the  wonderful  code 
of  the  moral  universe  to  our  fallen  race,  to 
employ  the  best  mean3  for  accomplishing  the 
greatest  good,  they  had  the  most  suitable  prep- 
aration for  every  other  concern  of  their  domes- 
tic and  social  duties.  In  these,  though  coming 
far  short  of  perfection,  they  endeavored  to 
discharge  their  relative  duties,  at  home  and 
abroad,  so  that  all  with  whom  they  were  as- 
sociated might  be  happier  and  better  for  such 
an  association.  In  this  manner  they  stamped 
upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  young — soon 
to  take  on  themselves  the  public  responsibili- 
ties of  their  seniors — principles  which  contrib- 
uted more  than  the  strongest  fortifications  to 
the  permanency  of  the  town,  in  their  spirit, 
life,  purpose  and  salutary  influences. 

The  Poultney  Library  was  established  in 
1790.  It  became  large  and  flourishing.  Its 
influence,  so  far  as  its  works  of  sterling  char- 
acter were,  was  untold,  and  many  a  son  of 
Poultney  dates  the  influences  for  good  or  evil 
exerted  upon  his  character  and  life,  to  his 
connection  with  this  Library.  The  men  who 
established  it  were,  many  of  them,  deists;  and 
they  made  the  inculcation  of  their  peculiar 
views  a  main  object  in  the  selection  of  books : 
so  much  so,  that  after  the  settlement  of  Elder 
Kendrick  and  Mr.  Leonard,  they  both  joined 
the  Association,  and  were  much  grieved  at 
the  irreligious  tendency  of  some  of  the  works 
on  its  shelves.  It  was  proposed  that  old  books 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  money  be 
appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  new  ones. — 
Mr.  Leonard  and  Mr.  Kendrick  were  present, 
and  purchased  every  book  that  they  deemed 
pernicious  in  its  influence,  either  upon  the 
mind  or  morals.  They  had  a  hard  struggle  to 
procure  some  of  them,  the  price  was  carried 
so  high  by  the  bidders ;  and  their  heavy  pur- 
chases made  a  large  draft  upon  their  limited 
salaries.  True  to  their  purpose,  they  removed 
the  books  to  Mr.  Leonard's  house  the  same  even- 
ing, and  committed  every  volume  to  the  flames. 

The  Library  was  finally  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, in  1841,  much  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
citizens  of  this  town,  who  should  have  ever 
cherished  the  institution  of  a  public  library  in 
their  midst,  as  a  means  of  great  mental  and 
social  improvement. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  tho  customs 


of  this  heroic  people,  in  the  last  century.  They 
were  a  people  of  simple,  unobtrusive  habits — of 
j  little  artificial  refinement,  but  of  sterling  intel- 
ligence— high  spirited—of  great  plainness  of 
speech — generous  in  their  feelings — lovers  of 
wit  and  repartee.  Constant  in  their  friend- 
ships, courageous  and  independeut  in  their 
j  bearing — their  hospitality  was  unbounded ;  be- 
ing freely  tendered  to  friend  and  stranger,  and 
as  readily  accepted.  Great  frankness  in  avow- 
j  ing  their  religious  principles  was  a  trait  of 
character  always  prominent. 

Drinking  together,  in  those  days,  was  a 
pledge  of  friendship;  and  it  was  thought  to 
be  rather  venial  to  drink  among  a  certain  class, 
provided  they  did  not  get  down. 

There  was  one  trait  of  their  character  which 
it  would  be  well  for  the  present  generation  to 
imitate  :  if  one  had  hard  thoughts  of  his  neigh- 
bor, he  did  not  vent  them  in  private  slander — 
there  was  no  "  snake  in  the  grass''  manage- 
ment; he  went  with  a  bold  step,  erect  gait, 
clear  voice  to  expostulate  with  the  offender. 
If  their  anger  was  easily  kindled,  it  was  as 
easily  appeased. 

At  their  wedding  ceremonies  all  their  rela- 
tives, however  distant  in  consanguinity,  were 
invited,  and  the  neighbors  must  be  invited  two 
or  three  days  before  ;  a  short  notice  being  con- 
sidered a  slight. 

At  funerals  all  labor  was  suspended — they 
walked  to  the  house  of  mourning,  and  the 
greatest  respect  was  paid  to  the  family,  iu 
whatever  circumstances  they  were  placed,  by 
the  whole  community. 

The  year  1778  the  inhabitants  found  a  trying 
season.  The  rapid  depreciation  of  Continental 
paper  currency  distressed  them  severely.  Also, 
at  this  period,  the  generation  then  on  the  stage 
were  strangers  to  many  of  the  conveniences 
and  comforts  of  life.  Their  farming  utensils 
were  clumsy,  their  clothing  homespun  and 
coarse,  but  durable.  The  men  wore  tow  shirts, 
striped  woolen  frocks  and  leather  aprons.  Tho 
best  suit  of  coarse  woolen  cloth  was  reserve! 
for  Sabbaths  and  special  occasions,  and  lasted 
year  after  year. 

In  tho  winter  they  wore  shoes,  excluding  tho 
snow  by  a  pair  of  woolen  leggins,  fastened  over 
the  mouth  of  the  shoe  by  strings.  Bo  .ts  were 
rare.  Surtouts  or  over-coats  were  raar  still. 
A  pair  of  boots  would  last  a  man  many  years. 
In  summer  neither  men  nor  women  were  sl.oea 
at  homo.  On  the  Sabbath  the  women  often 
carried  their  shoes  in  their  band,  till  they  came 
near  the  meeliughouse,  (to  save  wear,) — when 
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they  would  put  them  on.  They  were  clad, 
when  engaged  in  their  work — which  was  near- 
ly all  the  time,  on  week  days — in  short  gown 
and  petticoat,  of  some  coarse  material,  with  a 
striped  apron — calico  being  quite  a  dressy  arti- 
cle. The  house  furniture  was  rude  and  coarse  : 
carpets,  sofas,  pianos,  were  unheard  of.  In- 
stead of  them  was  the  spinning-wheel,  both 
email  and  great,  and  the  loom — articles,  if  less 
ornamental,  certainly  more  indispensable. 

Tea  and  coffee  were  almost  unknown :  broths 
of  various  kinds — corn,  bean  and  barley  broths 
were  in  constant  use.  In  many  families  hasty- 
pudding,  with  milk,  if  milk  could  be  had,  was 
almost  the  standing  supper.  For  lunch  in  the 
intermissions  of  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath, 
instances  were  not  wanting  of  men  carrying  in 
their  pocket  a  few  cold  boiled  potatoes!  Some- 
times, in  winter,  families  were  conveyed  to 
meeting,  through  deep  snow,  on  an  ox-sled. 
In  summer  the  man,  if  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
horse,  rode  to  meeting  with  his  wife  seated  on 
a  pillion  behind  him.  and  a  child  seated  on  a 
pillow  before  him  ;  and  sometimes  another  and 
a  smaller  child  in  the  mother  s  lap,  encircled 
by  one  of  her  arms. 

A  party  of  smart  young  people  once  assem- 
bled at  a  neighbor's,  in  early  times,  for  social 
intercourse.  The  supper — what  was  it?  Not 
a  modern  supper  of  roast  turkey  and  oysters, 
but  hasty  pudding  and  milk.  There  being  but  I 
three  spoons,  one  division  of  their  guests  sat 
down  to  the  table,  then  another  division  and 
another,  till  all  had  been  served.  All  went  off 
well,  and  it  was  considered  a  fashionable,  well 
managed  affair. 

This  age  has  been  well  called  the  "  age  of 
home-spun.''  It  was  an  age  of  hard  work  and 
simple  fare,  interspersed,  on  the  part  of  the 
men,  with  trainings,  musters,  raisings,  huskings, 
wrestling-matches,  chopping  bees  and  piling 
bees — and  in  the  female  world,  with  quiltings, 
apple-pearing  and  carding  bees. 

If  the  rude  dwelling  was  not  often  animated 
with  the  faces  of  visitants,  they  were  daily  en- 
livened with  the  buzzing  of  wheels  and  (he 
clatter  of  looms.  If  the  inmates  had  fewer 
means  of  high -wrought  excitement,  they  were 
not  destitute  of  the  sources  of  contentment  and 
tranquil  joy.  They  carded,  spun,  wove,  colored 
and  made  up  the  garments  of  the  family.  Sure- 
ly our  good  grandmothers  and  great  grand- 
mothers, many  of  whom  were  women  of  intel- 
ligence, high  moral  principles,  and  native — not 
artificial  refinement — were  far  from  eating  the 
bread  of  idleness. 


Numerous  instances  are  found  in  the  old 
records  of  this  period,  of  persons  being  warned 
by  the  constable  to  quit  the  town.  "When  they 
moved  in,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  selectmen,  if 
they  apprehended  it  might  subject  the  town  to 
expense  for  their  maintenance,  to  direct  the 
constable  to  warn  them  to  depart.  The  notice 
was  served  on  quite  a  number  of  individuals. 
They  might  then  depart  or  remain ;  but  if  they 
became  a  public  burden,  the  town  whence  they 
came  were  liable  for  their  support. 

The  late  Elisha  Ashley,  an  eye-witness  of  the 
stale  of  society  at  that  period,  remarks  :  "  Then 
was  a  period  of  brotherly  love  ;  each  family 
sat  vmder  iis  own  vine,  having  none  to  molest 
— no  haughty  looks  or  mincing  step  ;  no  jeal- 
ousy, tale-bearing  or  envy  known  in  town; 
but,  as  population  and  wealth  increased,  these 
evils  crept  in."  The  picture  is  a  pleasing  one  ; 
colored,  no  doubt,  by  the  partiality  of  the  wit- 
ness to  scenes  of  olden  time;  yet  containing 
no  small  portion  of  truthfulness.  The  simpli- 
city, sincerity  and  cordial  hospitality  of  most 
of  the  men  and  women  of  that  day  contrast 
favorably  with  the  specious,  but  too  often  hol- 
low pretences  of  modern  refinement. 

As  a  sample  of  the  usages  of  the  time  it  may 
be  stated,  that  at  the  raising  of  a  meeting- 
house, a  lunch  was  prepared  for  the  raisers,  of 
bread,  cheese  and  dry  fish — a  dinner  of  meat. 
I  A  barrel  of  rum  and  a  barrel  of  cider  were 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  workmen. 

The  town  usually  chose  three  tythiugmen — 
men  who  sat  in  a  seat  assigned  them  to  keep 
order.  As  our  settlers  brought  with  them  the 
views  and  feelings  peculiar  to  their  ancestors, 
they  took  vigilant  measures  to  prevent  travel- 
ing on  the  Sabbath. 

[Here  Mr.  Clark  happily  introduces  the  anec- 
dote of  the  little  wiry  Scotch  clergyman,  on  his 
way  to  preach  in  a  neighboring  town,  arrested 
in  the  village  of  Poultuey  as  a  supposed  Sab- 
bath-breaker, which  is  in  the  paper  given  by 
Elisha  Ashley.— Ed. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  such  a  thing  as  a  wagon  was  not  known. 
A  Mr.  Richards,  living  in  the  west  part  of  tho 
town,  had  the  first  one,  and  came  with  a  load 
of  worshippers  to  meeting;  and  as  they  startei 
for  home  at  the  close  of  the  service,  the  wagon 
made  considerable  noise,  ami  one  man  gravely 
remarked  that  he  wished  it  was  30  shillings 
fine  for  any  man  to  drive  a  wagon  through  tho 
streets  on  the  Sabbath. 

[Another  incident  here  related  by  Mr.  Clark 
will  be  found  in  Mr.  Ashley's  paper,  p.  967.] 
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Zebediah  Dewey  was  the  first  captain  of  j  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  date 
the  militia  in  town;  which  office  he  held  for  of  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  in  this 
nearly  20  years.  John  Richards  served  under  i  town,  under  the  General  Government,  on  ac- 
him  as  corporal  13  years.  Military  trainings  ,  count  of  the  loss  of  the  three  earliest  record 
and  musters  were  once  an  important  institution  {  books  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  1836; 
of  the  people  of  "Vermont;  especially  as  a ,  but  from  the  Auditor's  rbooks  it  is  ascertained 
holiday  for  the  boys,  and  men  of  sportive  na-  \  that  first  returns  were  made  from  April,  1790. 
tures.  The  burning  of  powder  would  com- ,  The  office  was  probably  established  in  the  west 
mence  at  12  o'clock,  the  night  previous,  byway!  village  about  January,  1799,  and  John  Stanley 
of  waking  up  the  officers,  and  getting  a  treat.  |  appointed  postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  by 
They  would  go  from  one  to  another,  firing,  j  Timothy  Crittenden,  who  held  it  until  Daniel 
drinking,  hallooing  and  making  night  hideous,  1  Sprague  was  appointed,  Feb.  10,  1809.  Daniel 
until,  by  morning,  most  of  them  would  be  clev-  [  Mallary  was  appointed  in  1S15.  The  name  of 
erly  drunk.  New  rum  and  whisky  must  be  in  \  the  office  was  changed  to  West  Poult ney,  aud 
full  supply  all  day.  It  would  be  amusing  to  j  Henry  Stanley  was  appointed  postmaster,  Mept. 
stop  and  delineate  some  of  these  scenes,  and  j  15,  1S24.  Samuel  P.  Hooker  was  postmaster 
the  characters  participating  in  them  ;  but  the  j  from  1836  to  1311;  Isaac  Leffinwell  from  June 
courtesies  of  the  occasion  and  time  forbid.        j  22,  '41,  to  May  9,  '42 ;  James  Richardson  from 

Near  the  close  of  the  last  century  there  were  '42  to  '45  ;  Samuel  P.  Hooker  from  '45  to  '49  ; 
post-routes  established  in  Vermont  under  the  i  John  B.  Beaman  from  '40  to  '53  ;  Henry  Clark 
direction  of  the  State  Government,  and  Antho-  j  from  '53  to  'B0.  The  name  of  the  post  office 
ny  Haswell,  of  Bennington,  was  appointed  J  was  changed  back  to  Poultney,  September  2S, 


Postmaster  General  of  Vermont — and  he  furn- 
ished the  mail  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  j 
other  towns,  from  Bennington,  on  to  Burling-  Poultney  Aug.  4,  1824,  aud  Stephen  W.  Dana 


1857. 

The  post  office  wa3  established  at  East 


ton,  from  1783  to  1791.  Then  David  Russell, 
of  Burlington,  was  appointed  Postmaster  in 
Vermont,  which  was  the  first  appointment  un- 
der the  General  Government  in  this  State. 

The  newspapers  were  distributed  by  post- 
riders.  Many  years  before,  we  can  remember 
the  well  known  horn  of  the  postboy. as  he  sound- 
ed it  in  the  distance,  before  approaching  the 
village.  Vividly  many  of  you  can  call  to  mind 
how  eagerly  the  villagers  sought  the  Lansing- 
burgh  Gazette,  Troy  Budget.  New  York  Amer- 
ican, Bennington  Gazette  aud  Rutland  Herald. 
They  who  remember  these  scenes  can  fully  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  the  modern  daily  press. 

A  long  controversy  ensued  relative  to  the 
routes  from  Bennington  to  Burlington.  A 


appointed  postmaster.  Daniel  Mallary  was 
post  master  from  1827  to  1829 — Harris  Hosford 
from  '29  to  '32— William  Wheeler  from  '32  to 
'34 — Simeon  Mears  from  '34  to  '40  — W.  M. 
Bosworth  from  '40  to  '41 — Jamas  P.  Harris  from 
'41  to  '46— William  McLeod  from  '46  to  '49— 
Paul  M,  Ross  from  '49  to  '53 — J.  C.  Derby  from 
'53  to  '61. 

From  this  survey  of  the  records  and  history 
of  the  town,  up  to  1800,  we  cannot  but  bo 
struck  with  a  sense  of  the  enlarged  and  far- 
sighted  views  of  those  earliest  settlers.  What 
objects  were  their  earliest  sacrifices  aimed  at  ? 
What  were  they  most  anxious  to  secure? — 
Clearly,  the  tilings  they  were  most  resolved 
upon,  in  their  public  affairs,  and  determined 


convention  was  finally  called  at  Manchester.  ;  to  have,  whatsoever  else  they  might  go  without, 
It  was  decided  to  have  two  routes  established  j  were  roads,  schools  and  church  institutions. 
— nominated  postmasters  on  each  route.  It  j  And  now  that  a  hundred  years  have  rolled  on, 
was  agreed  to  have  the  mail  carrier  go  by  1  and  our  commonwealth  has  increased  so  much 


Manchester  to  Rutland,  and  returu  from  Rut- 
land by  way  of  Castleton  aud  Poultney,  to 
Bennington — then  the  next  week  (for  they  had 
only  a  weekly  mail)  to  go  by  the  way  of  Poult- 
ney and  Castleton,  and  return  by  way  of  Man- 
chester and  Arlington.  Afterwards  a  daily 
mail  was  established  from  Albany  to  Burling- 
ton, running  both  ways  each  day,  which  served 
a  useful  purpose,  until  railroads  were  intro- 
duced, and  then  all  stago  routes  were,  in  a 
measure,  discontinued. 


in  population  —  has  so  vastly  enlarged  its 
wealth,  multiplied  its  comforts  of  living,  and 
gained  such  an  honorable  fame  for  the  intelli- 
gence and  character  of  its  citizens — for  its 
principles  of  civil  liberty  and  of  religion — tell 
mo,  from  what  sources  of  public  effort  have 
sprung  this  wonderful  prosperity — thia  intelli- 
gence— this  honorable  character?  While  rely- 
ing, as  our  fathers  did,  under  Providences  itpon 
the  annual  fertility  of  the  soil  as  tho  great 
source  from  which  sustenance  coiaos,  has  rrot 
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this  great  expansion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  ! 
husbandman  and  of  all  classes,  been  owing 
to  the  interest  our  State  has  manifested  in  just 
those  same  objects? — that  is  to  say — first,  in 
improving  the  means  of  communication  by 
common  roads,  and,  at  length,  by  steam  power; 
secondly,  by  cherishing  public  free  schools; 
and,  thirdly,  by  steadily  upholding  the  institu- 
tions of  public  worship,  and  of  Christianity  in 
all  its  applications. 

Depend  upon  it  that  while  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  this  township  made  such  exertions  and 
sacrifices,  amid  all  the  difficulties  of  bringing 
the  forest  under  cultivation,  for  the  sake  of 
means  of  travel,  schools  and  the  church,  they 
were  directly  and  powerfully  cooperating  with 
just  those  instrumentalities  and  principles 
which  have  made  our  State  honorable.  Thus 
the  fathers  were  working  for  the  future,  rather 
than  for  their  own  time.  "With  enlightened 
views,  heroic  purposes  and  steadfast  faith,  they 
were  acting  in  harmony  witli  the  eternal  laws 
and  plans  of  the  Almighty's  moral  Providence, 
and  therefore  signal  success  followed  their 
labors. 

Before  proceeding  to  trace  the  succession  of 
'  things  here  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  pause 
and  consider  the  individual  character  of  some 
of  the  early  settlers.  The  first  that  will  attract 
our  attention  is  the  bold  and  intrepid 

THOMAS  ASHLEY  ; 

and  that  we  may  understand  properly  the  basis 
of  the  sterling  qualities  which  entered  into  his 
whole  life,  let  us  look  after  his  ancestors.  His 
father,  the  Hon.  John  Ashley,  settled  in  Shef- 
field in  1732.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  abil- 
ities, both  natural  aud  acquired,  and  was  ex- 
tensively employed  in  advancing  the  good  order 
Of  the  town.  The  proprietors  were  so  well 
satisfied  with  his  services,  that  they  gave  him 
200  acres  of  land  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
kindness  in  promoting  the  good  order  of  the 
settlement.  He  was  often  a  representative  in 
the  Legislature — judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  The  State,  then  a  British  colony,  often 
committed  to  him  important  business. 

Thomas  Ashley  removed  to  Poultney  in  1771. 
He  was  treasurer,  for  a  long  time,  of  the  Pro- 
prietors. He  was  a  man  of  athletic  and  firm 
constitution,  and  of  bold  and  fearless  spirit. 
He  was  the  leading  man  of  this  settlement  for 
many  years.  For  inoro  than  20  years  ho  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held  some  of  the 
most  Important  town  offices,    lie  was  a  repre- 


sentative to  the  General  Assembly  in  1787,  '91, 
"92,  '93,  1800  and  1801.  » 

While  a  member  of  the  Legislature  he  would 
not  let  a  member  dodge  the  responsibility  of 
voting.  An  exciting  question  coming  under 
trial  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  a  man  took  his  hat 
and  arose.  Ashley,  quick  as  the  man  was  upon 
his  feet,  with  as  loud  a  voice  as  became  the 
man  who  followed  next  after  Allen,  at  Ti,  calls 
out — u  Mr.  Speaker.  I  move  no  member  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  room  until  the  question  is 
I  decided."  The  man  dropped  back  into  his  seat; 
the  house  shouted  * 

In  politics  he  was  an  unbending  Republican. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  tho 
Poultney  Library  association — in  fact,  he  may 
be  called  its  founder.  He  was  a  great  reader  : 
after  enjoying  its  advantages  a  few  years,  he 
often  remarked  that  he  knew  the  situation  of 
the  old  world  as  well  as  he  did  that  of  his  own 
farm.  He  was  the  next  man  to  Ethan  Allen, 
as  already  noticed,  that  entered  the  old  Fort  at 
Ticonderoga,  and  stood  at  the  top  of  the  stairs 
as  sentinel,  while  Allen  entered  the  fort  as 
commander.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  mind, 
retentive  memory  and  strict  integrity,  and  was 
ardent  in  his  love  of  country — bold  and  intrepid 
as  a  soldier,  and  greatly  beloved  in  the  private 
walks  of  life.  He  died  July  9,  1810,  aged  — 
years. 

Perhaps  never,  in  the  history  of  the  town, 
has  so  large  a  concourse  of  citizens  been  in 
attendance  upon  funeral  services,  as  at  his — 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  funerals  of 
Rollin  0.  Mallary  and  Joel  Beaman.  The 
citizens  bore  the  remains  of  their  venerable 
and  respected  neighbor  upon  a  bier,  from 
his  residence  to  the  burial  ground  in  this  vil- 
lage, where  he  was  laid  to  rest  beside  his 
kindred  and  those  who  had  been  the  recipients 
of  his  hospitality,  and  had  shared  with  him 
in  toils  and  privation,  in  tho  early  periods  of 
our  history.  He  exerted  as  great  an  influence 
as  any  man  in  town,  while  he  lived. 

Permit  me  to  bring  before  you,  next,  the  life 
and  services  of  the  friend  and  companion  of 
Mr.  Ashley — 

COL.  EBEN'EZER  ALLEN. 

He  was  born  in  1743.  [See  full  sketch  of 
this  brave  man's  life,  in  connection  with  tho 
history  of  South  Hero.  vol.  II.  p.  79,  this  work. 
We  have  room,  here,  for  only  a  few  additional 
dates  and  remarks  by  Mr.  Clark. — EkL]  Ilo 
married  his  wife  from  Berkshire  county,  Mass., 

\ 

*  Eliaa  Ashlry,  i>ab-o  067. 
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where  his  parents  had  removed.  He,  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Thomas  Ashley,  moved  with  his 
family  into  this  town  iu  April  1771.  The  first 
night  they  encamped  in  shanties  thrown  up  by 
Ashley  and  himself,  on  the  south  side  of  Poult- 
ney  river,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Pomeroy 
"Wells,  Esq.  During  the  night  a  heavy  rain 
commeuced — the  river  overflowed  its  banks, 
and  compelled  them  to  retreat  before  morning, 
to  a  hill  near  where  Geo.  Martin  now  lives.  He 
commenced  improvements  on  his  land,  and  was 
the  first  to  raise  any  products  from  a  farm  in 
this  town,  and  the  first  child  born  in  this  town 
was  his  son   Allen.  At  the  last  intelli- 
gence we  have  he  was  living  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  It  was  not  long  before  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  in  Herrick's  famous  regiment  of 
Rangers.  And  soon  after  he  removed  his  family 
to  Tinmouth,  and  he  and  Thomas  Rice  were 
the  delegates  from  that  town  to  the  Dorset  con- 
vention in  1776.  After  his  capture  of  "im- 
pregnable" lit.  Defiance,  with  Col.  Isaac  Clark 
and  40  men,  against  200,  by  a  brilliant  surprise, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man ;  the  next  day 
he  overtook  a  party  of  British  soldiers  retreat- 
ing, took  100  head  of  cattle,  and  several  prison- 
ers. The  property,  by  order  of  the  Council, 
was,  at  Bennington,  all  handed  over  to  Gen. 
Lincoln,  commissioner  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  property,  which  was  sent  to  Connecticut, 
and  exchanged  for  powder,  lead.  &c.  One  John 
Brown,  who  was  but  a  volunteer,  and  after- 
wards resided  in  this  town,  wrote  G-en.  Lincoln 
a  description  of  this  expedition,  which  has  been 
accredited  as  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion 
to  the  present  day.  "Without  regard  to  Col. 
Herrick's  letter  to  Gen.  Gates  and  our  Council, 
Ira  Allen,  in  one  of  his  pamphlets,  gives  the 
particulars  of  this  event. 

There  is  one  incident  connected  with  this 
expedition  which  is  worthy  of  a  record  in  let- 
ters of  gold.  [Mr.  Clark  here  dwells  eloquent- 
ly on  the  manumission  document  of  Col.  Eben'r 
Allen,  giving  freedom  to  the  slave  mother  and 
child  captured  with  British  soldiers.  See  page 
680,  vol.  II.,  of  this  work.— Ed.] 

It  is  not  only  fit  and  proper,  but  it  is  good 
for  us  to  have  gathered  to-day  to  commemorate 
the  deeds  of  these  honored  pioneers  of  our 
town — to  perpetuate  their  memory.  We  feel 
a  spirit  of  holy  veneration  arising  up  within  us, 
while  we  ate  stepping  in  the  very  footprints  of 
those  men.  "We  seem  almost  to  behold  their 
venerable  faces,  and  to  hear  their  voices  speak- 
ing to  us  out  of  the  past,  and  we  are  more 
deeply  impressed  by  the  lessons  they  taught. 


In  April,  1777,  the  early  settlers  mourned 
the  loss  of  two  of  their  best  and  most  respected 
associates — men  who  had  done  all  in  their  pow- 
er to  aid  in  laying  deep  and  broad  the  founda- 
tions of  religion  and  morality — who  trusted  and 
prayed  as  Christian  men,  that  their  principles 
might  pervade  the  inhabitants  of  this  new  sot- 
ment,  and  their  descendants.  I  refer  to  Nehe- 
miah  Howe  and  Isaac  Ashley.  The  former 
was  an  intelligent,  enterprising  man — of  exem- 
plary moral  and  religious  character,  and  well 
suited  to  be  a  leader  of  a  band  of  emigrants  in 
a  new  country,  and  was  a  man  of  mark  as  a 
counsellor  in  the  enly  meetings  of  the  propri- 
tors.  Mr.  Howe  and  Judge  Ward  represented 
the  town  in  the  convention  which  was  held  at 
Cephas  Kent's,  iu  Dorset,  Sept.  25,  177G.  which 
declared  Vermont  a  free  and  independent  colo- 
ny. Mr.  Howe  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  se- 
lectmen, and  was  continued  in  that  office  until 
his  death.  He  built  the  first  gristmill  in  town, 
on  the  falls  in  this  village.  His  residence  was 
where  the  present  edifice  of  the  Congregational 
church  now  stands. 

Isaac  Ashley  came  to  Poultney  in  the  fall  of 
1771.  He  was  the  first  Baptist  who  came  into 
town.  Mr.  Ashley  was  beioved  by  all  for  tke 
kindness,  generosity  and  nobleness  of  his  na- 
ture and  conduct.  He  died  April  17,  1777, 
aged  30  years,  leaving  an  infant  son  about 
13  months  old,  who  spent  his  life  in  our  midst, 
an  ornament  to  society,  and  honored  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  I  cannot  conclude  this  sketch 
in  more  fitting  language  than  his  Epitaph  ex- 
presses : 

The  memory  of  the  just  how  sweet, 

Though  they  are  out  of  sight; 
We  '11  trace  their  footsteps  till  we  meet 

In  iufinite  delight. 

Our  attention  is  next  directed  to 

MAJOR  HEBER  ALLEN", 

who  was  born  in  "Woodbury,  Ct.,  in  1744.  He 
came  to  Poultney  in  the  fall  of  1771.  He  was 
proprietor's  clerk,  and  the  first  town  clerk. 
Though  not  so  brave  as  Ethan,  nor  so  shrewd 
as  Ira,  he  nevertheless  acted  well  his  part, 
within  the  narrower  sphere  of  his  activity, 
lie  seems  to  have  been  well  fitted  for  the  excu- 
tive  position  he  was  called  upon  to  fill.  He  was  a 
man  of  pleasant  and  insinuating  address — of  ex- 
tensive general  information — decided  in  his  opin- 
ions, and  bold  and  determined  in  maintaining 
them.  He  drew,  with  much  ability,  many  of 
tho  public  papers  of  that  day.  He  was  assist* 
ant  judge  of  the  Rutland  Shire  of  the  Cumber- 
land county  court  in  1778  and '79.   He  died  ott 
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consumption,  April  10,  1732,  aged  33  years; 
and  I  cannot  give  a  better  summary  of  his 
character  than  is  inscribed  on  his  tombstone: 
"This  Grave  contains  the  Remains  of 
MAJOR  IIEBER  ALLEN, 
Who,  with  his  Brothers,  assisted  in  the  struggle  for  the 

Independence  of  This  and  the  United  States. 
He  was  one  of  the  Eakliest  Settlers  in 
this  town, 

And  died,  as  he  lived,  as  expressed  by  his  brother 
Ethan,  '  the  noblest  work  of  God.1  " 

His  wife,  after  his  death,  went  to  live  with 
his  son,  (in  Colchester,)  the  Hon.  Hemau  Allen, 
late  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court,  and  a  native 
of  this  town. 

Ichabod  Marshall. — [See  account  by  Mr. 
Ashley.— Ed.] 

I  have  been  more  minute  in  narrating  the 
efforts  and  difficulties  from  1771  down  to  1S00, 
because  the  early  incidents  of  the  plantation — 
the  scattered  fragments  that  we  can  gather  up 
— are  remote  for  general  inquiry,  and  are  well 
deserving  of  preservation.  At  any  rate  I  think 
they  will  be  found  interesting  to  those  who 
claim  lineage  in  this  town. 

The  town  now  entered  upon  that  uniform  and 
eventful  course  which  furnishes  but  little  of 
the  material  which  usually  constitutes  the  staple 
of  the  historian's  narrative.  Not  that  any  events 
of  importance  really  transpired  here  from  year  to 
year — no,  not  one  of  all  the  least  eventful,  in  the 
history  of  this  town,  in  which  those  processes 
of  thought  and  education  weie  not  silently  go- 
ing on,  out  of  which  peaceful  progress  or  vio- 
lent revolutions  grow,  and  nations  rise  or  sink. 
History  has  too  often  supposed  its  story  told, 
and  all  told,  when  it  has  chronicled  the  march 
of  armies — the  installation  or  dissolution  of 
cabinet3.  But  history,  to  include  all  that  be- 
longs to  it,  should  describe  more  faithfully  the 
life  of  the  people  in  their  homes  and  hamlets. 
But  more  and  more  it  comes  to  be  seen  how, 
while  the  surface  is  calmest,  the  waters  beneath 
are  often  fastest  gathering  volume  and  tide — 
how  men  are  often  thinking  most,  when  acting 
least;  and  how  their  ideas  are  hardening  in 
convictions  and  inflexible  purposes  most  rapid- 
ly, while  there  is  the  smallest  manifestation  of 
present  change. 

But  I  must  leave  the  larger  field  which  is 
opening  before  me,  to  pursue  the  humbler  path 
of  the  local  annalist. 

The  first  thing  that  will  attract  our  notice  in 
the  records  is  a  warning  for  a  town-meetini?  in 
1802,  in  which  the  following  article  occurs: 
'*  5th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  have  the  Small 
Pox  introduced  into  town,  under  proper  restric- 


tions." No  action  was  had  upon  this  article  a; 
the  meeting. 

Iu  3806  the  old  meetinghouse  was  occupied 
as  a  townbouse,  according  to  a  vote  of  the  pro- 
prietors, giving  it  to  the  town. 

In  April,  LS09,  a  town  meeting  was  called 
to  take  into  consideration  the  critical  situaton 
of  the  United  States,  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
town. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Thompson  presided  at  this 
meeting.  The  Hon.  John  Stanley,  Timothy 
Crittenden,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Adin  Kendrick,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  and 
lay  before  the  town.  The  record  says,  "  The 
committee  laid  on  the  table  two  papers,  which 
were  read,  and  they  were  adopted" — but  does 
not  give  the  resolutions. 

1811  was  an  eventful  year  to  this  section  of 
country.  On  the  22d  of  July,  about  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  it  commenced  to  rain — about 
noon  the  sun  shone  clear,  and  at  one  o'clock 
the  rain  again  commenced  with  great  power: 
the  flats  along  the  river  were  inundated — the 
water  poured  from  the  hill-sides  and  mountains 
in  torrents — houses,  mills,  barns  and  bridges 
were  swept  off  in  a  brief  hour.  One  man,  Mr. 
George  Morgan,  was  drowned.  Mr.  Todd's 
factory  was  swept  away.  He  was  returning 
from  Troy  with  Daniel  Sprague  and  Joel  Bea- 
man,  and  they  had  just  crossed  the  bridge  on 
the  turnpike,  near  where  the  covered  bridge  is, 
by  Mr.  Wells'  in  the  "West  Village,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  teams,  and  with 
Samuel  Hyde,  who  was  assisting  them,  climb 
a  tree  for  safety.  While  there  Mr.  Todd  saw  the 
machinery  of  his  factory  float  by.  They  were 
all  in  the  tree  about  3-i-  hours.  Several  men 
attempted  their  rescue  in  a  boat  improvised  for 
the  occasion.  The  boat  and  men  were  launched 
some  distance  up  stream,  and  attemptc-d  to 
cross  to  the  tree ;  but  were  swept  down  by 
the  current  past  the  tree,  and  were  all  thrown 
into  the  water  by  the  boat's  coming  in  c  ntacl 
with  an  upturned  elm,  just  about  the  middle 
of  the  channel :  but  the  men  all  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  roots  of  the  elm,  which  projected 
high  in  air.  A  rope  was  thrown  to  them  from 
the  north  shore  by  means  of  a  stone  tied  to  the 
end — they,  iu  turn,  throwing  it  to  the  men  v.  ho 
had  been  up  the  tree,  and  who  had,  upon  the 
subsiding  of  the  flood  a  trirlo,  ridden  their 
horses  down  opposite,  about  20  rods — they, 
fastening  tho  rope  to  a  tree,  swung  hand  over 
hand  to  their  companions  who  had  attempted 
their  rescue,  on  the  roots  of  the  elm — a:.  1  all 
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in  the  same  manner  escaping  to  the  north  shore. 
Previous  to  this  Beaman  swam  ashore. 

So  great  was  the  damage  done  to  the  high- 
ways and  property  of  the  town,  that  at  a  spe- 
cial town-meeting  Timothy  Crittendeu.  Amos 
Thompson,  Isaac  Hosford,  James  Hooker,  Sam- 
uel Martin,  Oliver  Sanford  and  Abner  Adams, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  relinquish  the  State  tax  for  two 
years,  and  authorize  the  town  to  lay  out  the 
same  on  the  public  roads  and  bridges. 

In  1812  a  special  town-meeting  was  held, 
and  a  motion  made.  ''That  the  town  tax  them- 
selves to  pay  the  soldiers,  now  detached  from 
the  militia  of  the  town,  if  they  shall  be  called 
iuto  active  service,  $  3  per  month,  to  be  paid 
in  grain,  at  or  before  their  discharge." 

The  vote  did  not  pass — 59  in  favor,  79  against 
the  resolution. 

This  was  not  very  patriotic ;  but  it  is  to  be 
^laken  into  consideration,  in  our  judgment  of 
the  action  of  the  town,  that  there  were  great 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
war. 

A  company  was  drafted  from  this  town,  un- 
der the  command  of  Capt.  Bryan  Ransom. — 
They  went  as  far  as  Middlebury,  and  learning 
that  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh  had  been  fought, 
they  returned  home.  Many  of  that  company 
I  now  see  before  me,  and  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  interest  to  them  and  the  audience,  to 
give  personal  anecdotes  of  that  two  days'  cam- 
paign ;  but  time  will  not  allow. 

So  strong  were  the  feelings  of  the  freemen 
of  this  town  against  any  change  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State,  that  when  the  Council  of 
Censors,  in  1813,  recommended  a  change  to  the 
Convention  held  in  1814. — the  Hon.  John  Stan- 
ley having  been  elected  delegate — after  his 
election  it  was  found  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendments — a  special  meeting  was  called, 
and  he  was  instructed  to  oppose  all  the  proposed 
amendments.  Tins  is  the  only  case  on  record 
where  the  town  has  instructed  a  delegate  or 
representative  as  to  his  votes  or  acts  in  the 
General  Assembly. 

In  1815,  the  feeling  relative  to  the  war  hav- 
ing subsided,  the  town  voted  to  pay  Capt.  Bryan 
Ransom  his  expenses  in  procuring  guns  for  the 
soldiers. 

They  also  voted  to  pay  Levi  Kinney  for  a 
cartridge  box  he  formerly  furnished  a  militia  j 
man.     This,  I  believe,  closed  up  the  local  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  so  Car  as  this  town  was 
concerned. 

In  1817  the  first  record  appears  of  that  bar- 


barous custom  then  so  much  in  vogue,  of  letting 
the  keeping  of  the  town  paupers  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  For  the  sake  of  humanity  we  should 
rejoice  that  such  a  custom  is  abandoned. 

In  1822  The  Poultney  Gazette  wes  estab- 
lished, and  was  afterwards  changed  to  the  name 
of  "The  Northern  Spectaior."  It  was Jn  the 
office  of  this  paper  that  Horace  Greeley  com- 
menced his  apprenticeship ;  but  the  history 
and  world-wide  fame  of  Mr.  Greeley  does  not 
demand  any  extended  notice  of  his  honorable 
career;  but  in  passing  I  may  be  allowed  to  men- 
tion the  fact,  that  two  of  the  leading  journal 
of  this  country  have  been  established  by  those 
who  have  made  Poultney  their  residence,  or 
Vermont  was  their  birth-place :  I  refer  to  ti  e 
New  York  Tribune  and  New  York  Times.  The 
Times  was  established  in  part  by  the  Hon. 
Francis  H.  Ruggles  and  George  Jones.  E^q. — 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  this  town. 

About  this  time  a  debating  club  was  estab- 
lished in  this  village,  which  was  sustained  with 
much  spirit,  and  well  remembered  names  are 
called  up  in  connection  wiih  its  hi-rrry. — 
Among  the  leading  members  were  Horace 
Greeley,  Anion  Bailey,  Harvey  D.  Smith.  E'.i- 
sha  Ward.  Joseph  Joslin,  Moses  G.  Xoyes.  Doct. 
Palmer,  Harlow  Hosford  and  others. 

The  Troy  Conference  Academy  was  establish- 
ed in  this  town  in  1836.  aud  has  been  pros- 
perous in  its  history,  with  the  exception  <  f  a 
few  years,  until  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  -'^ 
present  officers  :  since  which  it  has  taken  rmk 
with  some  of  the  best  schools  in  the  coimtrr. 
It  numbers  among  its  alumni  many  honored 
men.  It  has  diffused  its  blossincrs  far  and 
wide,  and  may  it  long  continue  its  work.  aBd 
place  high  the  standard  of  education. 

Some  of  our  eloquent  preachers,  learned  men 
and  esteemed  citizens  have  been  connected 
with  the  faculty  of  this  institution;  and  it 
would  give  me  great  pleasure,  were  it  proper, 
to  stop  at  this  point  and  give  the  history  of 
those  who  have  been  connected  with  it. 

The  Bank  of  Poultney  was  established  in 
1841,  and  re-chartered  in  1809, 

The  Rutland  and  Washington  Railroad  wna 
completed  and  commenced  operations,  April  1, 
1852. 

The  first  physician  in  town  was  Poet.  J~'./v 
Safford,  whom  we  shall  notice  more  at  1 

aJ  !.CV 

before  we  close.     He  was  followed  bj 
Walker,  Hyde,  Palmer,  Keudrick — 

are  doad-  character  **s 

Among  the  first  mechanics  was    ,  ,  • 

,r>  j  knew  h.ui  in 

beck  and  Mr.  Muuson,  and  some  01 
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names  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain. — The  first 
female  born  in  town  is  still  (1861)  living  at 
Norfolk,  N.  T.,  in  hale  old  age,  and  had  express- 
ed a  great  desire  to  be  present  on  this  occasion. 

The  oldest  person  now  living  in  this  town 
is  Mrs.  Perkins,  ( formerly  Mrs.  Dye,)  91  years 
old,  who  came  here  from  Kent,  Ct,  61  years 
ago.  The  oldest  male  person  born  in  town, 
now  living,  is  Philo  Hosford.  (86.) 

A  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Scott  died  here,  some  years 
since,  aged  99£  years.  Mr.  John  "Wheeler  died 
in  1834,  aged  94 ;  Mrs.  Lydia  Morse,  in  1836, 
aged  93  ;  in  1859,  Mrs.  Anna  Morse,  aged  97£ 
years. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  review,  briefly,  the 
lives  of  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  citizens 
of  the  town,  and  I  will  relieve  your  patience. 

THE  HOX.  "WILLIAM  WARD 

deserves,  on  this  festival,  a  special  remem- 
brance. He  was  born  in  Sturbridge,  Mass.  in 
1743 — came  to  Poultney  in  the  fall  of  '74,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  laud  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  where  his  descendents  now  live. 
He  was  first  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  first 
representative.  Mr.  Ward  was  a  member  of 
the  first  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
several  townships,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  declaring 
Vermont  an  Independent  State  :  and  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  at  "Westminster,  Jan.  16,  1777, 
— was  a  member  of  the  committee  that  drafted 
the  Declaration,  or  Bill  of  Rights. 

In  the  Legislature  of  1778  he  voted  against 
receiving  the  towns  east  of  the  Connecticut 
River  into  the  union  of  the  State,  making  them 
a  separate  county.  At  the  Convention  of  Jan. 
10,  1791,  he  signed  the  Articles  of  Ratification 
of  the  admission  of  Vermont  into  the  Union. 
He  represented  the  town  10  years — was  judge 
of  county  court  6  years,  judge  of  the  probate 
court  22  years,  moderator  of  town  meetings 
25  years,  justice  of  the  peace  40  years.  He 
was  a  professor  of  the  Christian  religion  50 
years — deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  17  years. 

Judge  Ward  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
precisely  those  qualifications  which  fitted  for 
the  sphere  in  which  he  was  called  to  act.  He 
had  not  enjoyed  many  of  the  advantages  of 
education  ;  but  his  want  of  it  was  amply  com- 
pensated by  the  possonsion  of  a  strong  and 
active  mind,  enriched  by  a  careful  observation 
of  men  and  things.  His  knowledge  was  prac 
tieal  rather  than  theoretic.  Ho  was  plain  and 
simple  iu  his  manners — averse  to  the  ostenta- 
tion of  equipage,  or  dress  ;  he  cared  little  for 


the  luxuries,  blandishments,  or  the  etiquette 
of  refined  society  Although  he  wa«  destitute 
of  many  of  the  qualifications  now  deemed  es- 
sential for  a  statesman,  yet  he  possessed  all  that 
were  necessary,  and  none  that  were  superflu- 
ous, in  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  was 
probably  far  better  calculated  for  a  leader  of 
the  independent,  dauntless  and  hardy  pioneers, 
than  would  have  been  a  man  of  more  theoretic 
knowledge  or  polite  accomplishments. 

He  was  a  man  of  sound  and  discriminating 
judgment — of  undoubted  integrity,,  who  did 
well  and  faithfully  every  thing  he  undertook, 
and  was  thus  a  good  and  useful  man.  He 
came  to  his  death  like  a  shock  of  corn  fully 
ripe,  fit  to  be  gathered  in  its  season,  Aug.  3, 
1791,  aged  76  years. 

The  Christian  Patriot  and  Friend — 
Such  was  his  life,  such  his  end; 
Life's  end  achieved,  and  full  of  years. 
He  left  for  Heaven  this  vale  of  tears. 

ABISHA  MOSELY 

oarae  here  at  an  early  day,  and  was  among  the 
most  respectable  citizens — was  many  years  se- 
lectman— often  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  rep- 
resented the  town  in  1781.  He  was  an  early 
friend  of  schools. 

TITUS  WATSON 

was  a  man  of  capacity,  and  had  mnch  influence 
among  the  early  citizens— was  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  selectman,  aud  represented  the  town  in 
i782-S3. 

JAMES  BROOKIXS 

came  here  at  an  early  day — was  a  useful  and 
respected  citizen — held  many  town  offices,  and 
represented  the  town  in  1784  and  1789. 

ISAAC  HOSFORD 

was  town  clerk  16  years,  from  1794  to  1810 — 
was  12  years  justice  of  the  peace,  and  repre- 
sented the  town  in  1791-95. 

DOCT.  JONAS  S AFFORD 

was  long  an  eminent  citizen,  being  selectman, 
a  magistrate,  representative,  and  judge  of  the 
county  court.  His  cheerfulness,  candor  and 
integrity  won  him  many  friends.  As  a  mag- 
istrate he  was  eminently  a  peace-maker — oft  em 
relinquishing  his  fees  to  induce  contending 
parties  to  settle  their  disputes,  no  labored 
to  advance  the  moral  and  religious  interests 
of  the  town.  His  prompt  and  kind  attention 
to  the  calls  of  his  patients,  together  with  their 
confidence  in  his  skill  and  integrity,  soon  ac- 
quired for  him  great  popularity,  and  an  exten- 
sive aud  lucrative  practice.  Doct.  Stafford  is 
kindly  remembered  by  tVie  people  of  this  com- 
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munity  for  his  interesting  and  amusing  con- 
veraational  powers  and  genuine  wit.  He  re- 
moved to  Putnam,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

I  now  call  your  attention  to  the  life  of  an 
eccentric  and  unfortunate  individual,  who,  for 
a  long  series  of  years,  had  his  residence  here. 
He  was  a  member  of  that  great  legion  of 
honor  so  well  known  by  the  appellation  of 
*'  The  heroes  of  the  Revolution  and  his 
memory  well  deserves  the  tribute  of  gratitude 
and  respect  which  the  present  and  future  gen- 
erations can  never  be  too  ready  to  bestow  on 
that  band  of  "  nature's  noblemen"  who  achieved 
our  Independence. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  WATSON 

was  born  in  Hartford  county,  Ct,  in  1748,  of 
a  family  which  in  America  ought  to  be  deemed 
honorable  ;  as  his  father  had  at  one  time  five 
sons  and  eleven  graudsons  in  actual  service, 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country,  in  her 
struggle  for  liberty.  He  received  only  a  com- 
mon education,  and  was  bred  a  mechanic, 
which  he  was  quietly  pursuing  in  Hampshire 
county,  Mass.,  with  fair  prospects  of  success, 
when  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  dying 
at  Lexington  echoed  through  New  England, 
extinguishing  all  selfish  considerations,  and 
firing  every  heart  with  zeal  in  the  common 
cause — the  cause  of  liberty.  History,  ancient 
or  modern,  nowhere  presents  a  more  interesting 
picture  than  that  unusual  and  simultaneous  ex- 
pression of  patriotic  indignation  exhibited  by 
the  American  people,  at  this  eventful  period. 
The  watchword  was,  "  These  ruthless  invaders 
must  be  driven  from  our  sacred  soil."  This  sen- 
timent pervaded  every  class,  and  almost  every 
breast.  It  had  its  full  effect  on  the  ardent 
and  susceptible  soul  of  Captain  Watson.  Ho  j 
had  been  active  in  organizing  a  company  of 
minute-men,  who  were  engaged  to  be  ready  at 
a  moment's  warning,  to  repel  the  aggressor. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  April,  1775, 
the  successive  reports  of  alarm  guns  at  differ- 
ent points,  announced  that  the  time  to  try 
men's  souls  had  arrived.  Capt.  Watson  in- 
stantly exchanged  the  hammer  for  the  musket, 
and  before  night  was,  with  his  company,  25 
miles  on  the  road  to  Boston. 

I  cannot  give  a  sketch  of  the  adventures  of 
this  veteran  soldier.  It  must  suffice  to  observe 
that  having  thus  drawn  the  s\vord  in  defence 
of  his  country,  his  patriotism  did  not  vanish 
with  the  first  ebullition  of  youthful  blood.  He 
toiled  through  the  whole  long  agony — passed  j 
the  various  subaltern  grades — was  made  cap. 
tain  of  the  light  infantry  in  1779,  and  brevet  I 


major  at  the  close  of  the  war  ;  sustaining,  for 
upwards  of  8  years,  with  high  reputation,  the 
character  of  a  brave  officer.  Indeed  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  very  few,  oven  of  the  active  scouts 
of  that  war,  saw  more  real  service. 

The  following  extracts  from  his  application 
for  a  pension  will  show  that  he  was  not  idle. 
It  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  th©  Secretary 
of  War  required  a  statement  of  services. 

"  Often"  says  he,  14  have  I  been  patroling 
with  my  company  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ene- 
my's lines,  which  did  not  admit  of  our  lying 
two  hours  in  the  same  place,  night  or  day, 
for  weeks  together.  I  have  been  in  7  pitched 
battles,  three  sieges,  and  more  than  fifty  skir- 
mishes; have  been  5  times  wounded,  have  been 
several  times  publicly  distinguished  by  the 
thanks  of  the  commander  in  chief,  in  general 
orders.  In  the  campaign  against  Burgoyne.  in 
1777,  I  passed  with  a  small  detachment  of 
light  troops  entirely  round  the  enemy's  army  5 
several  times.  From  the  death  and  wounds  of 
other  officers  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  com- 
mand 200  men  at  the  storming  of  the  Hessian 
hues  at  Stillwater ;  in  that  affair  I  was  the  first 
man  on  the  parapet  of  the  enemy's  entrench- 
ment, and  the  first  within  their  lines,  except 
Gen.  Benedict  Arnold." 

On  the  restoration  of  peace  Capt.  Watson 
received  for  his  services  $  3  500  in  final  set- 
tlement notes,  which  he  was  obliged  to  sell  in 
their  then  depreciated  state,  for  one-eighth 
their  nominal  value,  to  pay  debts  which  he  had 
contracted  for  his  support  while  in  service. 

It  was  not,  however,  for  money  that  he  had 
so  often  exposed  his  life  and  shed  his  blood. 
He  did  not,  therefore,  complain  when  he  found 
he  had  spent  his  best  days  without  any  reward, 
but  the  reputation  and  recollection  of  having 
done  his  duty,  and  served  his  country. 

He  now  made  vigorous  exertions  to  push 
his  own  fortunes  in  pursuits  of  civil  life.  He 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  new  land  in  Scho- 
harie county,  X.  Y.,  made  considerable  im- 
provement on  it,  and  was,  as  he  supposed, 
securing  a  competency  :  when,  after  8  years 
possession,  his  title  tailed,  and  he  was  again 
reduced  to  poverty.  He  was  now  in  the  decline 
of  life,  and  from  that  time  till  the  spring  of  1819 
he  constantly  44  earned  his  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow."  After  that  he  received  an  offi- 
cer's pension  from  government.  He  was  never 
married.  He  often  observed  that  the  war 
j  robbed  him  of  wife  and  childreu. 

As  a  soldter  Capt.  Watson's  character  was 
I  high  in  tho  estimation  of  all  who  knew  him  in 
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the  array.  Prodi  gal  of  his  own  blood — ever 
foremost  in  dauger,  but  careful  of  the  lives  and 
health  of  those  under  his  command — always 
the  soldier's  friend  and  benefactor.  Many  a 
weary  old  veteran  who  once  served  under  him 
has  been  seen  in  ftiis  village,  inquiring  for  their 
good,  their  generous  old  captain. 

As  a  man  he  possessed  some  of  the  noblest 
feelings  of  our  nature  in  a  high  degree.  Gen- 
erous, disinterested,  philanthropic  to  the  poor, 
the  friendless  and  the  unfortunate,  his  heart  and 
hand  were  ever  open  beyond  his  means.  He 
died  in  this  town.  Oct  IT,  1S22,  aged  about  74 
years. 

Peace  to  his  memory.  Let  his  services,  his 
sacrifices  and  his  virtues  be  remembered  and 
venerated,  while  his  faults  and  follies  are  for- 
gotten. 

I  have  given  a  longer  sketch  of  Captain 
TTaison.  as  he  was  familiar  with  most  of  those 
before  me,  who  are  advanced  in  years,  and 
they  well  remember  his  fugitive  pieces  in 
rhyme — mostly  in  the  style  of  witty,  sarcastic 
language,  all  of  a  local  and  temporary  charac- 
ter, which  it  would  be  pleasing  to  note  here, 
had  I  beeu  successful  in  gathering  it  up;  but 
I  presume  some  of  it  will  be  brought  out  dur- 
ing the  day.  His  remains  lie  in  your  cemetery 
— to  our  reproach  be  it  spoken — with  nothing 
to  mark  the  resting-place  of  his  ashes.  I  trust 
this  reproach  will  not  longer  rest  upon  us. 

EBEXEZER  CANFIELD 

came  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town,  and 
settled  on  the  hill  beyond  the  old  church,  on 
buryir.g-ground  hill.  He  built  a  log  house, 
and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  farm.  His 
family  left  with  the  other  inhabitants,  in  June, 
1777.  They  placed  their  furniture  and  articles 
of  value  iu  a  cave,  near  the  river,  and  there 
they  were  found,  as  they  had  left  them,  on  their 
return.  Mr.  Canfield  held  many  responsible 
and  important  offices  in  town.  He  was  a 
member  of  Mr.  Hibbard's  church  in  17S4.  He 
and  other  members  of  the  church,  on  a  Sabbath 
day,  went  to  hear  the  Rev.  Bethuel  Chittenden, 
an  Episcopal  missionary,  while  on  a  visit  here, 
who  preached  at  a  private  house.  Mr.  Hibbard 
and  many  of  his  church  were  very  much  dis- 
pleased at  their  leaving  their  own  meeting  to 
hear  an  Episcopalian  preach,  and  they  were 
made  the  subjects  of  church  discipline.  Those 
who  made  acknowledgment  of  their  error  were 
retained — the  others  excommunicated.  Only 
two  persons  made  confession — Esquire  Kellogg 
and  Mrs.  nowe.     Mr.  Kellogg  said,  if  ho  had 


offended  his  weak  brethren  ho  was  sorry;  and 
Mrs.  Howe  said  she  did  not  go  to  hear  him 
preach,  but  to  pick  flaws  in  his  sermon.  Mr. 
Canfield^  and  6  others,  afterwards  joined  the 
Episcopal  church.  He  had  a  family  of  five 
children — one  son  and  four  daughters:  two  of 
the  daughters,  who  were  born  in  the  log  heuse 
on  yonder  hill,  I  see  before  me,  vigorous  and 
venerable  in  their  declining  years,  and  to  whom 
I  am  under  great  obligations  for  the  information 
they  have  furnished  me.  Mr.  Canfield,  I  leara, 
removed  from  this  town  to  the  West,  before 
his  death. 

THE  HON.  AMOS  THOMPSON*, 

born  m  Goshen,  Ct,,  Nov.  20,  1770— came  to 
this  town  about  17t»0.  He  had  not  the  advan- 
tage of  an  early  education,  but  was  a  man  of 
great  natural  abilities,  and  possessed  a  sound 
and  discriminating  judgment,  and  was  well 
calculated  to  lead  in  all  matters  in  which  he 
took  a  part.  He  rapidly  rose  to  place  and  sta- 
tion, after  his  first  entrance  into  public  life.  In 
1804  he  represented  the  town — and  the  four 
following  years  :  also,  again,  in  1613,  '14  and 
'16.  He  was  a  judge  of  the  county  court  13 
years,  which  is  the  longest  that  any  person  has 
held  the  same  position,  in  the  county  or  State. 
He  was  one  of  the  Council  of  Censors  of  1S20. 
The  high  position  he  held  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  became,  by  reading 
and  observation,  quite  familiar  wiih  legal  pro- 
ceedings. He  was  often  called  upon  to  counsel 
in  law  matters;  and  occasionally  attended  to 
cases  in  justice  courts,  and  before  auditors  and 
referees — managing  them  with  great  skill. 

Ho  died  much  respected,  and  leaving  numer- 
ous descendants — some  of  whom  are  repre- 
sented here — Jan.  1,  1849,  aged  79. 

HON.  JOHN*  STANLEY 

came  here  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
He  occupied  an  influential  position  in  the  com- 
munity, as  an  enterprising  merchant,  manufac- 
turer, and  business  man  in  other  departments 
of  industry.  To  him  and  his  sons  is  the  TV  est 
Village  indebted  for  most  of  their  improvements 
and  many  of  their  public  institutions.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  establishing  the  Acade- 
my and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  IIo 
had  a  fine  appreciation  of  the  ornamental,  and 
he  has  left  many  monuments  of  his  taste  and 
skill  in  the  many  improvements  of  the  publio 
roads  and  walks,  aud  iu  the  tasteful  adorning 
of  the  village  of  his  residence,  with  beautiful 
shade-trees. 
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He  was  often  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
having  represented  the  town  in  1809  and  '10 
— '15  ;  a  member  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tions of  1814,  'IS  and '28;  and  was  judge  of 
probate  in  1823,  6  years,  to  '29;  and  often  a 
magistrate. 

The  last  years  of  his  life  were  those  of 
suffering  with  bodily  infirmities,  pecuniary  re- 
verses, &c.  He  died  in  1845,  and  was  buried 
in  the  graveyard  in  that  village,  which  was 
the  joint  gift  of  himself  and  the  Hon.  Rollin  C. 
Mallary  to  the  town. 

ASAHEL  POND 

was  a  prominent  man  in  town,  and  very  popu- 
lar in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  was  long  a 
magistrate,  and  represented  the  town  in  1811, 
'12,  '19  and  '20,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  in  1822. 

Especially  on  tin's  occasion  should  I  bring 
up  before  us  in  remembrance  the  venerable 
and  manly  form,  the  noble  countenance — the 
virtues  and  the  life  of 

ELISHA  ASHLEY, 

who  was  a  descendant  of  that  coble  race  of 
men  who  first  planted  in  this  community  the 
civil  and  religious  institutions  which  we  this 
day  enjoy.  To  him.  also,  are  we  indebted  for 
the  impulses  which  brought  us  together  this 
day.  He  left  the  record  from  which  we  should 
draw  the  materials  for  this  day's  services;  and 
made  that  record  for  the  purpose ;  for  he  re- 
marked to  the  president  on  that  occasion.  "I 
ehall  not  live  to  see  the  day,  but  you  may,  and 
I  wish  you  to  remember  that  it  be  duly  com- 
memorated." 

Esquire  Ashley  was  the  first  child  born  in 
Poultney  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
He  often  had  committed  to  him  stations  of 
public  trust,  and  ever  faithfully  performed  them. 
He  was  long  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

But  it  is  not  so  much  in  the  public  relations 
of  life  that  we  honor  him,  as  the  worth  of  his 
private  character.  Ho  had  succeeded  in  im- 
pressing upon  the  community  a  deep  and  un- 
questioning sense  of  his  personal  honor  and 
integrity.  Duty  was  ti  e  word  most  deeply 
stamped  on  his  heart.  He  had  great  respect 
for  worth  and  virtue,  and  never  trifled  with 
the  reputation  of  others.  The  love  of  freedom 
was  a  conspicuous  mental  trait  in  Mr.  Ashley. 
Possessed  of  a  large  understanding,  cultivated 
by  careful  reading,  and  e.".rly  impressed  with 
the  principles  that  moved  our  republican  fath- 
ers, he  had  exercised  himself  upon  all  the 


i  political  and  religious  questions  of  his  time, 
!  and  upon  most  had  worked  himself  out  into 
j  the  largest  liberty  and  clearest  light.  Profound 
J  reverence  and  love  for  God  was  the  centval  and 
'  pervading  sentiment  of  his  heart.  That  he  had 
J  sternness  and  faults  common  to  humanity,  is  not 

to  be  denied  :  but  no  more  fitting  summary 
j  can  be  given  than  the  very  appropriate  test 
!  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goadby,  at  his  fum  ral :  41  He 

was  a  good  man." 

LIEUT.  JEXZS  BEAMAN, 

of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Tampico, 
Mexico,  on  the  6th  of  ,  1843.  He  was  the 
son  of  Mr.  Joel  Beaman,  and  a  graduate  of 
West  Point.  Dec.  31,  1842,  he  was  made  2d 
Lieut,  iu  the  army,  and  promoted  to  1st  Lieut., 
Nov  27,  1S46.  Lieut.  Beaman  was  in  all  the 
battles  in  Mexico,  save  Beuna  Vista.  He  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  his  gallantry,  and  was 
honorably  mentioned  by  Gen.  Worth  in  his 
dispatches.  Subsequently  he  met  with  an  ac- 
cident which  disabled  him,  and  he  left  Mexico; 
he  reached  Tampico,  and  being  detained  there, 
was  seized  with  the  vomito,  which  terminated 
fatally. 

CAPT.  TRUMAN  SEYMOUR. 

In  looking  for  men  versed  in  the  art  of  war, 
whose  capacity  has  been  proved  by  rner.torious 
services,  to  command  the  troops  we  are  calling 
into  the  field,  one  very  deserving  officer  has 
been  entirely  overlooked.  We  take  it  for 
granted,  however,  that  the  cause  of  neglect  i3 
not  an  unwillingness  to  distinguish  merit.  It 
may  easily  happen  at  a  time  when  the  war  de- 
partment has  so  much  on  its  hands,  thai  the 
personal  history  and  military  services  of  an 
able  and  excellent  officer  may  by  spine  unfor- 
tunate concurrence  of  circumstances,  fail  to 
engage  its  attention.  Who  this  officer  is,  let 
the  followiug  anecdote  inform  our  readers.  We 
take  it  from  "  Colburn's  United  Service  Journal 
for  July,  1854:,"  where  it  forms  part  of  an  article 
entitled,  "  Reminisences  of  the  War  in  Mexico :" 

"I  recollect,  with  much  pleasure,  a  young 
officer,  a  junior  lieutenant  of  the  name  of  Sey- 
mour, who  joined  us  with  a  detachment  on  the 
evening  of  the  afternoon  in  which  we  had  Lo- 
gan and  half  fought  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
and  the  night  before  storming  that  fort.  He 
was  a  mere  youth  newly  arrived  from  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point:  and  being  un- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  artillery  which 
opened  its  destructive  fire  on  the  hills  of  t^erro 
Gordo  next  morning.  Prior  to  the  ait  ick  I  * 
immediately  distinguished  himself  by  Ufa 
lant  conduct,  and  the  sang  froid  winch  he  dis- 
played on  that  occasion.  On  a  grape  »hot 
carrying  away  the  tails  of  the  frock  coat  .« ..  ch 
ho  wore,  holding  up  the  tattered  portion  oft!  e 
garment,  with  a  half  rueful,  half  comic  esj  re* 


986 


VFKWXT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


8ion  of  countenance,  he  exclaimed,   '  Never  I 
mind,  boys,  the  tailor  is  not  paid  yet,'  and  pro- 
ceeded to  point  one  of  his  guns  with  the  great- 
est coolness." 

This  was  cool  for  a  young  cadet,  the  first 
time  he  had  smelt  powder  in  action,  and  while 
a  brisk  fire  of  grape  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
was  telling  rather  severely  on  his  men,  who 
were  very  poorly  protected  by  the  hastily 
thrown  up  breastworks,  while  working  the 
guns.  "We  had  leisure  to  observe  these  occur- 
rences, from  the  circumstance  of  our  regiment 
having  beeu  ordered  to  lie  down  on  the  ground 
nearly  close  to  these  batteries,  where  a  slight 
hollow  sheltered  us  from  the  withering  influ- 
ence of  the  grape,  until  the  arrival  of  a  favora- 
ble moment  for  charging  the  opposite  hill  of 
Cerro  Gordo.  A  few  days  after  the  battle  he 
was  appointed  to  the  company  to  which  I 
belonged,  and  on  account  of  his  unvarying  se- 
renity of  temper  and  suavity  of  manner,  he 
became  a  universal  favorite  among-t  his  men  : 
but,  very  much  to  our  disappointment,  he  left 
us  a  few  months  afterward,  being  transferred 
to  another  company  while  we  lay  at  Puebla 
For  months  after  leaving  us,  whenever  he 
chanced  to  meet  any  of  our  men,  he  still  con- 
tinued to  recognize  them  in  the  kindest  manner, 
always  stopping  to  inquire  after  the  Welfare  of 
his  old  company.  Those  ocrurrenees  were  usu- 
ally related  to  their  comrades  by  the  men  on 
their  return  to  quart  -rs.  causing  our  company 
to  retain  and  reciprocate  a  sort  of  pleasing  and  i 
affectionate  interest  in  that  officer's  welfare 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  time  that  we  lay 
in  Mexico." 

This  is  the  beginning  ©f  captain  Truman 
Seymour's  military  career,  and  the  sequel  has 
been  answerable  to  the  beginning:.  In  the 
"  Register  of  the  Officers  and  Graduates  of 
our  Military  Academy,  for  the  Year  1830,"  wo 
find  the  following: 

"Truman  Seymour — Promoted  brevet  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant"  4th  Artillery,  July  10,  1846. 
Second  Lieutenant,  March  5th,  1847.  Brevet 1 
First  Lieutenant,  April  18th,  1847,  'for  gallant  j 
and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  battle  of  C'Tro 
Gordo,  Mexico.'  Brevet  Captain,  August  20th, 
1847,  'for  gallant  and  roerritorious  conduct 
in  the  battles  of  Contreras  and  Cherubusco, 
Mexico.'    First  Lieutenant,  August  26,  1847." 

This  is  a  highly  honorable  record  of  gallant 
services,  and  distinctions  by  which  those  ser- 
vices were  acknowledged.  Since  1850  Capt. 
Seymour  served  in  Florida  for  3  years.  Until 
the  Indians  were  removed.  He  was  sent  to 
Charleston,  and  went  with  Major  Anderson  to 
Fort  Sumpter,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fort  was  surrendered  to  the  rebels.  Other 
deserving  officers,  his  companions  in  gallantly 
sustaining  that  siege,  have  beeu  promoted,  but 
of  Captain  Seymour  no  notice  has  been  taken. 
For  14  years  he  has  held  a  captain's  commission, 
and  is  a  captain  still. 

It  seems  to  us  but  just  that  every  officer  who 
was  engaged  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Sumpter, 
and  who  faithfully  performed  his  duty,  should, 
in  this  time  of  military  promotions,  be  advanced 
in  rank.  Capt.  Seymour  has  acquitted  himself 
with  credit  in  every  situation  in  which  he  has  ' 


been  placed  Fie  belongs  to  that  class  whose 
aid  the  country  most  needs  in  this  hour  of  peril 
— men  who,  to  cool  heads  and  brave  hearts, 
add  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  an  of 
war,  and  large  experience  of  its  practical  oper- 
ations. Captain  Seym  ur  '8,  also  an  officer  of 
that  character  which  wins  the  attachment  of 
the  soldiers,  and  makes  them  ready  to  follow 
him  with  enthusiasm  wherever  he  leads. — X. 
T.  K  Post. 

We  would  not  forget,  in  this  our  festive  hour, 
the  sons  of  this  town  who  are  now  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  awaiting  in  arms  to 
defend  the  honor  of  the  country — pur  down 
rebellion,  and  preserve  our  glorious  U:  ion,  so 
rich  in  its  memories.  Let  us  not  forget  theiit  or 
those  who  are  just  leaving  us:  they  need  our 
sympathy,  our  prayers,  and  a  kind  word  oft-n 
from  those  they  love :  aud  rest  assured  they 
will  bring  no  dishonor  on  the  place  of  their 
nativity. 

HON.  ELIS3A  WARD 

was  born  June  20,  1804,  in  East  Poultner.  He 
was  a  student  of  Judge  Woods  of  Granville, 
Washington  county,  N.  Y. — came  to  Pu-  kirk, 
in  this  county,  in  1836  ;  moved  to  Silver  Creek 
in  1839;  was  elected  magistrate  in  '41:  in 
'42  was  appointed  Judge  under  Gov.  Seward; 
in  '46  was  elected  to  the  Assembly:  in  '52-53 
occupied  a  sea-t  in  the  State  Senate,  and  in  the 
summer  of  '53  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  pecuniary  affairs  of 
Union  College. 

As  a  lawyer  he  deservedly  ranked  high 
among  the  members  of  the  profession,  and  had 
established  a  reputation,  perhaps  inferior  ro 
none  in  Western  New  York.  As  a  judge  his 
decisions  were  marked  with  great  legal  ability, 
and  unswerving  justice.  As  a  legislator  he 
had  no  superior  at  Albany,  and  commanded 
that  respect  which  no  other  member  from  this 
Senatorial  District  has  claimed  before  or  since. 
Ilis  was  one  of  those  superior  combinations  of 
mind,  that  we  feel  utterly  incompetent  to  g:vo 
anything  like  a  true  analysis  of — bold,  original 
and  comprehensive.  In  ordinary  conversation, 
ho  would  enchain  his  listeners  by  his  quaint 
humor  and  original  flashes  of  thought — rich  in 
simile,  and  figurative  in  expression.  As  an 
advocate  he  was  philosophic  and  argumentative 
— possessing  a  natural  aud  easy  flow  of  lan- 
guage;  striking,  if  not  graceful,  in  delivery; 
every  word  judiciously  chosen  to  express  tha 
precise  meaning  he  wished  to  convey — c  V  ? 
conviction  at  oneo  to  the  minds  of  his  au  I 

And  those  high  traits  of  Character  were  uot 
his  only  eminent  powers.    He  possessed  many 
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floe  qualities  of  heart  as  well  as  of  head.  The 
poor  and  friendless  alwajs  awoke  a  sympa- 
thetic response  in  h«s  breast ;  and  some  of  his 
best  efforts  have  been  called  forth  in  defence 
of  a  client,  undertook  solely  through  his  sym- 
pathies, without  the  least  hope  of  pecuniary 
reward. 

JOEL  BEAMAN 

came,  in  the  last  century,  from  Massachusetts, 
and  was  an  enterprising  merchant  for  many 
years.  His  business  relations  were  very  exten- 
sive. He  was  often  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  places  of  trust.  Perhaps  no  man 
who  has  lived  in  the  town  has  held,  at  various 
periods,  so  many  offices  of  the  town,  as  Mr. 
Beaman ;  and  he  always  won  the  favor  and 
respect  of  his  constituents.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  in  1817  and  'IS,  and  again 
in  '30,  '31,  '36  and  '40  :  also  a  member  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention,  in  '36.  He  was  actively 
engaged  in  procuring  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  Poultney,  and  was  a  Director  from  its  first 
organization,  until  his  death,  March  20,  1846, 
aged  64  years. 

The  character  of  the  deceased  claims  more 
than  an  ordinary  obituary  notice.  He  was 
long  a  resident,  and  identified  with  the  early 
settlement  of  the  town  in  which  he  lived  and 
died.  He  has  sustained  many,  and  the  most 
important  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Thes6  trusts  have  been  discharged  faith- 
fully, and  with  a  comprehensive  view  to  the 
"  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number."  His 
opportunities  in  early  life  were  limited.  He 
was  bred  a  mechanic;  but,  naturally  shrewd, 
and  possessing  peculiar  forecast,  his  energy  and 
common  sense  accomplished  much.  His  acts 
as  a  useful  public  man  will  be  remembered, 
and  their  influence  long  folt.  But  in  his  neigh- 
borhood and  domestic  relations  his  virtues  are 
better  known  and  appreciated.  Although  in 
some  respects  eccentric,  he  possessed  a  deep 
regard  for  the  f.elings  of  others,  and  those 
knowing  him  as  a  neighbor  and  a  business  man, 
will  bear  testimony  to  his  honorable  bearing 
and  liberality. 

In  the  family  circle  his  deportment  com- 
manded respect,  and  without  attempt  at  display, 
his  uniform  kindness  and  urbanity  of  manners 
endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he  was  associ- 
ated. Very  seldom  do  we  find  these  qualities 
United  in  a  single  individual,  which  render  him 
a  consistent  man  at  home  and  abroad  —  the 
faithful  public  servant,  devoting  his  time,  his 
services  and  his  property  to  the  publio  good, 


and  at  the  same  time  sustainin.organizAiiodr, 
all  the  various  relations  of  citiry-tWQjtgubor, 
husbaud,  father,  and  an  honest  man. 

Such  examples  are  rare,  and  their  moral 
should  not  be  lost  upon  us.  A  fortunate  indi- 
vidual may,  perchance,  become  a  benefactor  to 
mankind,  by  a  single  act.  or  perhaps  by  ac- 
cident, and  we  award  to  him  due  honor ;  b  :t 
how  much  greater  is  our  obligation  to  that 
man  whose  acts  are  alwavs  consistent — aimingr 
at  the  greatest  good;  and  which,  operating 
constantly,  by  their  influence,  ur^n  tho*e 
around,  like  a  beacon  light,  uniformly  point* 
to  safe  results. 

TIIE  KEXDRICKS  OF  POn.TN'EY. 
BY  PROFESSOR  A.  C.  KEXDRICK. 

My  father,  Rev.  Clark  Kexdrick,  was  bom 
in  Hanover,  K.  H  ,  Oct.  6,  1775 — his  parents 
haviug  recently  removed  thither  from  Connect- 
icut. His  father  became  a  member  of  the  Goa- 
gregationai  church  shortly  before  his  death. 
He  lived  in  early  life  mainly  with  an  'incle— 
father  of  Rev.  Nath.  Kendrick.  of  Ham; iron, 
well  known  in  the  educational  history  of  New 
York. 

In  1797  he  was  converted,  and  soon  a?:er 
united  with  the  Baptist  church.  He  soon  af- 
ter opened  a  school  in  Salem,  X.  Y.  :  bus 
his  convictions  of  duty  soon  urged  him  into 
the  Christian  ministry.  In  1802  he  vrns  called 
to  be  pastor  of  the  church  in  Poultney,  whicfe 
was  just  at  that  time  organized.  He  ^-as  or- 
dained in  May,  1802,  and  married  in  October 
following  to  Miss  Esther  Thompson.  He  con- 
tinued pastor  of  the  church  in  Poultr.ey  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Feb-nary  29.  ^2i.  in 
the  49th  year  of  his  asre.  During  this  period 
his  church  had  been  blessed  with  seTeral  re- 
vivals, and  had  grown  to  be  one  of  the  Iar-:r-?sS 
and  most  influential  churchos  in  the  Stare  Ha 
had  made  several  missionary  tours  in  the  ad- 
joining State  of  New  York  and  in  Canac.v, 
and  had  enlisted  himself  actively  as  a  warm 
friend  and  supporter  of  the  interest  of  foremen 
missions  and  of  ministerial  education,  to  which 
the  Baptist  denomination  were  then  hcsv.r  '~:z 
to  employ  their  energies.  He  was  an  able  an  i 
popular  preacher,  a  wise  counsellor,  ar.  1  deep- 
ly beloved  and  widely  esteemed  as  a  ChrisJian 
and  a  man.  His  death  occasioned  a  vacancy 
long  and  painfully  felt  in  the  ranks  of  tue  Ver- 
mont ministry. 

ASAIIEL  C.  KTNDRICK 

was  born  in  Poultney,  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  in 
December,  1809.    Ho  was  the  sou  of  Rov. 
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Csion  of  courk — for  over  20  years  pastor  of 
the"' b$t bo.vs.  urch  there.  Ia  1821  he  went  to 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  studied  chiefly  in  a 
private  way;  spent  two  years  in  Hamilton 
College,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  with  an  interval  of  two 
years  between  them,  during  which  he  taught 
in  the  Academy  at  Hamilton,  and  graduated 
hi  1S31. 

He  was  immediately  appointed  Tutor  in 
the  Hamilton  Literary  and  Theological  Sem- 
inary, and  after  one  year  was  made  professor 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages.  Subse- 
quently the  professorship  was  divided,  and  he 
retained  the  Greek  chair,  which  he  occupied 
until  the  founding  of  the  University  of  Roch- 
ester. In  1850  he  went  to  Rochester,  and 
took  the  same  position  there,  which  he  still 
holds.  He  has  twice  visited  Europe — the  first 
time  spending  several  months  in  Greece. 

He  has  published  several  text  books  in 
Greek;  among  them  a  "  Greek  Introduction," 
(1840)  a  "Greek  Ollendorff  in  1850,  44  Xeno- 
phon's  Anabasis,"  with  notes  and  Lexicou, 
(1873).  He  has  edited  aud  revised  a  transla- 
tion of  Obshauren's  New  Testament  Commen- 
tary— has  translated  aud  occerlated  Moll's 
Commentary  on  the  Hebrew  in  Lauge'a  Bib- 
lical Commentary,  edited  by  Dr.  Schaff — has 
aided  in  two  or  three  revisions  of  the  received 
version  of  the  New  Testament,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  board  of  Revisers  in  the  Anglo- 
American  enterprises  of  revision,  inaugurated 
by  the  English  Established  Church.  He  has 
published  several  miscellaneous  works  :  among 
them  a  small  volume  of  Poetical  Translations 
from  the  German,  entitled  "Echoes" — a  volume 
of  selections  of  choice  poems,  entitled,  "  Our 
Poetical  Favorites" — (of  which  a  second  series 
is  now  in  the  press.)  and  "The  Life  and  Letters 
of  Mrs.  Emily  C.  Judson." 

ELDER  ARIEL  KENDRICK, 

a  Baptist  Elder  of  the  genuine  old  stamp,  well 
known  for  his  labors  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  was  a  brother  of  Dr.  Kendrick  of 
Poultney — one  of  the  most  fresh,  simple-heart- 
ed, earnest,  venerable  old  ministers  in  this  or- 
der, who  used  to  come  round  and  preach  occa- 
sionally to  the  Baptist  Church  in  Ludlow,  in 
our  young  days.  He  was  a  fine,  hale,  hearty, 
white  headed,  pleasant,  positive  old-fashioned 
Baptist  of  eighty  years,  or  about.  It  was  in 
the  office  of  tho  41  Genius  of  Liberty,"  of  which 
one  of  my  mother's  brothers  was  the  editor, 
he  published  a  little  book  of  his  life  and  times, 
to  help  him  eke  out  a  living  in  his  half  or  third 


superanuated  days.  I  remember  my  uncle, 
who  had  a  marked  dislike  of  Baptist  theology, 
(Calvin istic  doctrines)  having  a  particular  lik- 
ing for  Elder  Kendrick,  and  always  speaking 
of  him  with  particular  appreciation.  Title- 
page  of  Elder  Kendrick's  book :  41  Sketches  op 
the  Life  and  Times  op  Elder  Ariel  Kf.nd 
RICK.  Being  a  short  account  of  his  birth,  con- 
version, call  to  the  ministry,  and  his  labors  a*  a 
Gospel  minister,  with  other  incidents  occurring 
under  his  notice.  Written  by  himself — Ludlow, 
Yt.,  Barton  &  Tower—'  Genius'  Office,  1847, '' 
12raM  pp.  96. 

Elder  Kenkrick's  first  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Penelope  Colton,  by  whom  he  had  eleven 
children.  He  married  Emma  Parker,  of  Cav- 
endish, in  December,  1844 — died  in  Cavendish, 
March  23,  1856,  aged  85. 

Peace  to  his  memory. — Ed. 

rev.  ithamer  hibbard. 

[Hubbardton  having  forestalled  tho  sketch 
here  by  Mr.  Clark  with  a  claim  4*  As  Poultney 
shut  their  church  doors  to  him,  and  Hubbard- 
ton took  him  in,  to  give  the  sketch  of  this 
man's  life  belongs  to  us,''  we  refer  to  page 
753,  and  Mr.  Ashley's  record,  page  968,  and 
only  subjoin  such  additional  facts  as  are  ia  Mr. 
Clark's  paper. — Ed.] 

Mr.  Hibbard  was  born  in  Canaan,  Ct.  His 
education  was  very  limited.  The  inhabitants 
of  Poultney,  (1780)  mostly,  if  not  entirely, 
Baptists  and  Congregationalists,  were  all  united 
in  settling  him  as  the  first  pastor  and  minister 
of  the  town.  Mr.  Hibbard  always  took  great 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  Ethan  Allen,  in 
his  History  of  Vermont,  published  in  London 
in  1798,  speaks  of  having  interviews,  upon 
questions  of  public  importance,  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Hibbard  in  Poultney.  He  was  often  "called 
upon  to  counsel  with  the  Aliens,  Baker,  War- 
ner and  others  of  the  leading  men  of  Ver- 
mont. He  was  representative  from  Wells  to 
the  Legislature  in  June,  1778;  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  made  Wells 
his  residence  for  some  time  before  coming  to 
Poultney.  He  made  a  very  able  and  interest- 
ing report  from  a  committee  of  which  he  was 
chairman. 

After  his  removal  he  was  called  to  Poultney 
frequently  to  solemnize  marriages  among  the 
people  of  his  former  charge.  One  of  his  sons, 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Hibbard,  was  minister  in  Bran- 
don twenty  years  or  more. 
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REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS  OF  P0ULTNE7 

and  Pensioners  on  the  Census  of  1840. 

Namt-s  of  Pensioners  for  Names  of  heads  of  faml- 

revolutionary  or  military  lies  with  whom  pension- 

Bervices.  ors  resided  June  1, 1S40. 

Oliver  Wright  70.  Oliver  Wright. 

James  Hooker  SO.  James  Hooker. 

Abel  Hubbard  72.  Thomas  Davis. 

Samuel  Prindle  93.  Samuel  Prindle. 

Seth  Ruggles  S3.  Seth  Ruggles. 

Joseph  Manning  78.  Hiram  H.  Swallow. 

William  Lewis  83.  William  Lewis. 

Jerem'h  Armstrong  79.  Jerem'h  Armstrong. 

Jesse  Soper  7S.  Jesse  Soper. 

United  States  Census. 

'    EEMEM BRANCES  OF  PAST  YEARS. 
BT  REV.  JOHX  OOADBT. 

A  discourse  delivered  at  the  Baptist  meet- 
ing-house, Poultney,  Vt..  on  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  the  Church 
April  8.  1852,  by  Rev.  John  Goadby. 

Every  Church  of  many  years  standing  will 
have  had  its  days  of  prosperity  and  adversi- 
ty ;  its  days  of  gladness  and  sorrow  ;  and  can 
tell  of  seasons  of  united  hearts  and  warm  af- 
fections ;  and  of  times  of  coldness,  division 
and  strife. 

This  Church  whose  fiftieth  anniversary  we 
now  celebrate,  has  had  its  share  of  such 
changes,  but  they  have  neither  been  so  fre- 
quent nor  severe,  as  many  others  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  same  pericd.  This  may  be 
attributed,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to  the 
character  of  its  prominent  members,  at  its  or- 
ganization, and  to  the  single-mindedness  and 
piety  of  its  first  pastor.  Some  of  its  first  mem- 
bers, were  men  of  rich  and  varied  experience, 
in  the  full  vigor  of  life,  and  admirably  adap- 
ted for  the  commencement  of  an  enterprise, 
requiring  sound  judgment,  persevering  effort, 
and  unwavering  trust  in  God. 

As  we  look  back  over  fifty  years,  the  vig- 
orous and  venerable  forms  of  Ward  and  Web- 
ster, of  Marshall  and  Sandford,  of  Pond  and 
Ashley,  seem  to  rise  up  before  us ;  and  the 
mothers  in  Israel,  Lydia  Marshall,  Mary 
Mallary,  and  Sally  Angevine,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  upwards  of  ninety  years,  and  Mary 
Whitney,  the  last  of  the  original  members, 
who  died  in  February,  1837.  Under  the  date 
of  October  27,  1835,  there  is  the  following 
entry  in  the  church  records;  "Died  Lydia 
Marshall  in  the  93d  year  of  her  age.  She 
came  to  the  grave  like  a  shock  of  corn  fully 
ripe.    She  was  the  last,  save  one,  of  those 


who  composed  this  church  at  its  organization. 
She  had  lived  in  the  town  sixty-two  years. 
She,  and  four  who  now  survive,  were  heals 
of  families  in  1777,  in  this  town,  when  the 
inhabitants  were  all  driven  from  their  home3 
by  the  enemy,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
She  had  reared  a  family  of  14  children,  and 
there  are  known  to  be  living  of  her  posterity, 
above  370,  extending  to  the  fifth  generation." 

As  I  call  up  in  imagination,  these  men  and 
women  of  former  years,  their  youthful  pastor 
seems  to  stand  among  them,  in  all  the  buoy- 
ancy and  bloom  of  early  manhood  ;  and  yet, 
there  is  in  his  sedate  and  calm  aspect,  steadi- 
ness, dignity,  and  maturity  of  judgment  be- 
yond his  years,  which  tell  of  deep  commun- 
ings with  his  own  heart,  and  frequent  inter- 
course with  God.  The  character  he  sustained 
and  the  labors  he  performed,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  his  pastorate,  give  the 
features  and  the  coloring  to  the  picture. 

The  first  settlement  of  this  town  was  by 
Thomas  Ashley  and  Ebenezer  Allen,  in 
April,  1771.  The  first  Baptist  who  moved 
into  the  town,  wa3  Isaac  Ashley,  in  the  fail 
of  the  same  year.  William  Ward  wa3  the 
next,  1774.  They  came  from  Canaan,  Ct., 
where  they  were  baptized  on  the  same  day, 
in  1770  or  1771,  by  Elder  Dakins.  Isaac 
Ashley  died  in  April,  1777,  leaving  an  infant 
son  about  13  months  old, — he  stands  among 
us  to-day,  in  vigorous  old  age,  where  he  ha? 
stood,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months, 
for  fifty  years:  may  his  presence  be  long  con- 
tinued, as  an  ornament  and  pillar  in  the 
house  of  our  God. 

The  inhabitants  fled  from  the  town  about 
the  end  of  June,  1777  ;  in  the  following  year 
they  returned,  and  the  number  of  Baptists 
slowly  increased.  Mrs.  Thomas  Ashley  and 
Mrs.  Ichabod  Marshall  were  baptized  by 
Elder  Joseph  Cornell,  and  are  supposed  to 
have  been  the  first  to  whom  the  baptism  of 
believers  was  administered  in  Poultney. 
Shortly  after,  John  Ashley,  Ichabod  Mar- 
shall, and  some  others,  obeyed  the  Lord  in 
his  ordinance,  till  the  number  was  about 
twelve.  In  1782,  they  met  at  Ichabod 
Marshall's  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
Church,  and  chose  William  Ward  their  dea« 
con.  He  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in 
this  town  and  held  that  office  40  yean*;  a 
member  of  the  Convention  that  adopted  the 
first  Constitution  of  this  State,  Bitting  at 
Windsor,  when  the  British  and  their  ludiaa 
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allies,  overran  and  plundered  this  and  ad- 
joining towns;  he  also  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislative  Assembly,  21  years. 

This  little  church  in  its  infancy,  nnited 
with  the  Congregational  church,  in  support- 
ing the  gospel,  in  worship,  and  in  communion, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Ithamar  Hibbard. 
who  had  been  a  chaplain  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter in  the  town,  and  it  is  supposed,  came 
with  an  organized  church  from  Bennington. 
In  17S2-3,  both  societies  were  engaged  in 
building  a  meeting-house,  opposite  the  bury- 
ing-ground.  It  was  raised  and  covered  by 
subscription,  but  finished  by  a  town  tax* 
About  the  year  1795,  the  Baptists,  doubting 
the  propriety  of  their  course,  especially  in 
communing  with  persons  whom  they  re- 
gard as  unbaptized,  withdrew  from  that  com- 
munion, and  united  with  the  Baptist  church 
in  Middletown,  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Sylvanus  Haynes,  who  was  said  to  have  pro- 
duced this  separation. 

They  still  continued  in  union  with  the  Con- 
gregational church,  in  the  support  of  preach- 
ing, and  in  public  worship. 

Earlier  than  this,  about  1735  or  6,  some 
difficulty  arose  among  the  Congregational- 
ists  in  relation  to  their  pastor ;  some  infor- 
mality connected  with  his  ordination,  being  al- 
leged as  the  ground  of  dissatisfaction.  This 
was  so  great  in  the  minds  of  some  that  they 
would  not  remain  in  the  house,  when  he  ad- 
ministered the  ordinances  ;  and  issued  finally, 
in  the  withdrawal  of  a  considerable  number 
of  members,  who  were  regularly  organized  as 
a  church,  and  erected  another  meeting-house* 
a  few  yards  south-east  of  this  in  which  we 
are  assembled,  before  1788.  It  was  expected 
by  Mr.  Hibbard's  friends,  that  the  newly  or- 
ganized church,  intended  to  take  advantage 
of  the  alleged  informality  in  his  ordination, 
to  dispute  his  right  to  the  lands  appropriated 
to  the  first  settled  minister  ;  to  preclude  the 
attempt,  a  council  was  called  about  the  year 
1788,  when  he  was  ordained  according  to  the 
Congregational  order.  His  previous  ordin- 
ation was  according  to  the  strict  Congrega- 
tional order. 

Before  the  year  1790,  Mr.  Thompson  be- 
came the  pastor  of  the  new  Church,  and  con- 
tinued until  1796,  in  which  year  the  two 
churches  became  one.     The  earliest  church 


*  Which  stood  near  where  the  brick 
now  (1875)  stauda  iu  East  Poultuuy. 
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records  I  have  found  began  June  1,  1793, 
and  proceed  without  interruption  until  June 
29,  1791.  No  entries  were  made  from  this 
time  till  June  23,  1796.  Then  the  following  : 
"  Heard  the  result  of  a  committee  previously 
chosen  to  try  for  a  union  with  the  the 
Church,  known  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son's church." 

"  Voted  to  continue  said  committee  in  the 
labor  for  a  union." 

"July  7.  1.  Heard  the  report  of  our  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  for  a  union  with  the 
other  church  in  this  town ;  likewise  gave 
some  advise  how  to  proceed  further  on  the 
business." 

"  2.  Took  into  consideration  the  request  of 
the  Rev.  Ithamar  Hibbard,  which  had  been 
made  previous  to  the  meeting,  for  a  dismis- 
sion from  the  special  charge  as  their  pastor, 
and  proceeded  as  follows  :  "  Whereas,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ithamar  Hibbard  in  the  year  1780,  was 
permanently  settled  over  this  church  and 
congregation,  according  to  the  strict  Congre- 
gational order,  and  hath  faithfully  performed 
the  several  offices  of  his  ministerial  function, 
and  now  believing  an  evangelical  situation 
most  rulable,  he  requests  to  be  in  that  situa- 
tion ;  therefore,  voted,  that  the  church  re- 
lieve Mr.  Hibbard  from  the  above  obligation, 
and  consider  him  in  an  evangelical  situa- 
tion."* 

"3.  Voted,  to  continue  Mr.  Hibbard  in 
the  ministry  with  us,  until  the  minds  of 
the  Society  may  be  known  respecting  his 
request." 

Mr.  Hibbard  continued  until  the  churches 
united.  "  1796,  Oct.  3.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Congregational  churches  in  Poultney,  at  the 
meeting-house,  the  Rev.  Ithamar  Hibbard 
being  the  moderator,  and  opened  said  meeting 
by  prayer,  after  concessions  to  each  other." 

"  Voted,  1.  By  Mr.  Hibbard's  church,  to 
accept  the  confession  of  faith,  and  covenant 
of  grace,  then  read." 

Voted  2.  By  Mr.  Hibbard's  church,  to  re- 
ceive Mr.  Thompson's  church  into  union  and 
fellowship." 

"  Voted  3.  By  Mr.  Thompson's  church,  to 
receive  Mr.  Hibbard's  church  into  union 
and  fellowship. 

"  Voted,  1.  By  both  chirches,  to  receive 
each  other  into  union  and  fellowship,  and 
become  one  body." 

*  Mr.  Hibbard  had  recently  become  a  Free  Maeoa 
which  was  a  trial  to  iimny. 
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After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Hibbard  *  in 
1796,  the  desk  was  supplied  by  various  indi- 
viduals of  the  Congregational  order.  David 
Smith  in  1793,  Prince  Jenney  in  1799,  and 
Mr.  Hawley  in  1800,  are  mentioned  in  their 
church  records,  but  for  some  reasons  the 
church  still  remained  destitute,  and  had  other 
occasional  supplies.  The  Baptists  were  then 
requested  to  obtain  some  one  to  occupy  the 
desk.  Mr.  Ward  invited  Mr.  Clark  Ken- 
drick, a  licentiate  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  to  come  and  preach  to  them. 
"  The  Congregationalists  had  agreed  to  give 
their  support  to  any  minister  whom  the  town 
should  vote  to  call ;  not  doubting  however, 
but  that  vote  would  call  one  of  their  own 
order."  Mr.  Kendrick  began  to  preach  in 
the  town  in  the  Spring  of  1801,  under  a  tem- 
porary engagement,  as  a  candidate  for  the 
pastoral  office.  Efforts  were  soon  made  to 
engage  him  as  pastor.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  year,  he  was  frequently  urged  to  preach 
on  baptism  and  communion,  that  his  views 
might  be  fully  known,  before  the  vote  should 
be  taken,  in  relation  to  his  settlement,  lie 
complied,  and  it  was  immediately  seen  that 
division  was  inevitable. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Congregational  church 
held  Dec.  10,  1301,  it  was  "  Voted  to  choose 
a  committee  to  confer  with  Middletown 
church,  on  the  expediency  of  uniting  for  the 
support  of  the  gospel.  Chose  deacons  Silas 
Howe  and  Samuel  Lee,  and  brother  Ebenez- 
er  Frisbie  for  the  above  purpose." 

"  January  7,  1802.  Voted  unanimously  to 
tmite  with  Middletown  church,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  preaching."  *'  Chose  deacons 
Silas  Howe  and  Samuel  Lee,  Ebenezer  Frisbie 
and  Jonas  Safford,  a  committee  for  drawina 

o 

articles  of  union  with  Middletown  church. 

In  January,  1802,  preliminary  steps  were 
taken  for  organizing  two  distinct  societies. 
They  were  fully  organized  in  February  fol- 
lowing.   At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Baptist 
Bociety,  held  February  8th,  after  choosing 
officers,  it  was  "Voted,  to  give  Mr.  Clark 
Kendrick  a  call  to  settle  with  said  society  in 
the  gospel  ministry."    On  the  8th  of  April} 
thirty-four  members  were  dismissed  from  the! 
Baptist  Church  in  Middletown  and  constitu- 1 
ted  as  an  independent  body.    The  first  meet  | 
ing  for  business  was  held  on  the  7th  of  the 


*  Mr.  H.  became  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
In  Ilubbardton,  iu  17U3,  aud  diud  there  March  2,  1508. 


I  same  month,  William  Ward  was  chosen  mod- 
erator, and  Elijah  D.  Webster,  clerk.  It  was 
]  then  voted  to  call  Mr.  Kendrick  to  the  pa*> 
I  toral  office,  and  to  call  a  council  for  his  or- 
jdination,  as  requested  by  a  vote  of  the  socie- 
ty, the  same  day. 

The  council  assembled  May  19,  and  the 
next  day  Mr.  Kendrick  was  ordained  ;  Elder 
David  Rathbun,  of  Whiting,  offered  the  in- 
troductory prayer ;  Isaac  Beals,  of  Pawlet, 
preached  the  sermon  ;  Henry  Green,  of  Wal- 
lingford,  offered  the  consecrating  prayer  ; 
Joseph  Carpenter,  of  Ira,  and  Nathan  Dana, 
of  Hubbardton,  assisted  in  laying  on  of 
hands  ;  Obed  Warren,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  gave 
the  charge;  Sylvanus  Haynes,  of  Middle- 
town,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  and  Wil- 
liam Harrington  2d,  of  Clarendon,  offered  the 
closing  prayer. 

Soon  after  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Kendrick, 
{the  Congregationalists  obtained  a  minister, 
and  held  separate  mee'ings.  December  6, 
1802,  They  "  Resolved  unanimously  to  give 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Leonard  a  call  to  settle  in 
the  ministry  with  us,  to  take  the  pastoral 
charge  of  this  church,  and  to  labor  with  us 
one  half  of  the  time,  for  the  present."  Mr. 
Leonard  accepted  the  call  the  same  day. 
There  "then  arose  a  difficulty  about  the 
meeting-house;  the  contest  was  so  sharp  that 
the  state  of  feeling  throughout  the  town  was 
very  much  excited  on  the  subject.  Finally, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  said  house, 
they  thought,  as  the  Congregational  society 
had  controlled  the  house  for  about  twenty 
years,  it  was  but  fair  that  the  Baptists  should 
control  it  for  the  time  being,  and  voted  ac- 
cordingly." 

The  Congregationalists  soon  proceeded  to 
build  for  themselves  a  commodious  meeting- 
house which  was  completed  in  1803  On  the 
15th  April,  they  agreed  to  install  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Leonard,  on  May  18th.  The  installation 
took  place  on  the  sills  of  the  house,  before 
the  frame  was  raised. 

How  long  Mr.  Leonard  preached  only  half 
of  the  time  in  Ponltney,  I  cannot  ascertain, 
but  on  Sunday,  September  15,  1805,  he  and 
Deacon  Lee  were  appointed  to  attend  the  or- 
dination of  Mr.  Henry  Bigalow,  of  Middle- 
town. 

In  1S05,  the  house  in  which  we  are  assem- 
bled was  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  $  G000.  In 
1839,  this  audience  room  was  prepared  at  au 
expense  of  $  2000. 
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The  first  years  of  the  existence  of  this! 
church,  were  years  of  storm  without,  but  of 
peace,  union,  and  prosperity  within.  "  A 
very  unhappy  state  of  feeling  existed  between 
the  two  societies,  for  several  years'"  Politi-  ] 
cal  party  spirit  ran  high  and  further  embit- 
tered  and  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people. 
The  Congregational  church  and  society,  were 
Federalists,  the  Baptist,  Democrats  ;  so  that 
politically  as  well  as  religiously  the  separa- 
tioQ  was  complete.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  young  pastor  of  this  church,  became  the 
target  of  individual  animosity,  as  well  as  of 
sectarian  intolerance.  A  council  of  "  rev- 
erened  pastors"  and  "  worthy  delegates,"  the 
press,  and  the  courts  of  law,  were  all  em- 
ployed to  destroy  his  influence,  if  not  to  ru- 
in his  character ;  but  he  came  from  the  fierce 
ordeal  unscathed  and  unsullied.  I  refer  to 
these  facts  with  sorrow,  assured  that  they 
could  occur  only  as  the  results  of  the  bitter- 
ness and  blindness  of  party  spirit. 

Mr.  Kendrick  held  the  pastoral  office  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  midnight  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1824,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age. 
His  funeral  was  attended  on  the  Thursday 
following.  Mr.  Dilloway  preached  from 
"  The  prayers  of  David  the  son  of  Jesse  are 
ended."  His  labors  had  been  greatly  blessed, 
and  were  continued  to  within  three  weeks 
of  his  death.  He  administered  the  Lord's 
supper  for  the  last  time  on  the  first  day  of 
February. 

The  first  person  who  united  with  this 
church,  was  Lucy  Broughton,  by  letter.  The 
first  baptism  was  May  9th,  1302,  when  Mr. 
S.  Haynes  administered  the  ordinance  to 
Peleg  Brunson,  Ithiel  Peck,  and  Sally  Finel. 
The  Church  nearly  doubled  in  numbers  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  ;  the  next  year,  and 
1809,  were  seasons  of  great  interest,  but  the 
latter  part  of  1816,  and  the  whole  of  1317, 
were  one  continued  revival,  in  which  one  hun- 
dred and  one  were  added  by  baptism.  Concern- 
ing this  revival,  Mr.  Kendrick  wrote  to  the 
Baptist  Magazine,  under  date  of  November, 
1817.  "  The  work  commenced  more  than 
a  year  ago.  Previous  to  that  time,  and  even 
for  a  number  of  years  before,  religion  had 
been  with  us  in  a  low  state,  and  generally  so 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  War  and  poli- 
tics, and  anxiety  about  national  concerns, 
had  in  a  great  degree  engrossed  the  attention 
of  professors  as  well  as  of  people  of  the  world. 
During  these  scenes  of  discouragement,  our 
church  endeavored  to  maintain  the  visible 
forms  of  religion,  and  hoped  for  a  better  day. 


The  youth  in  the  town  were  numerous,  and 
generally  fond  of  balls,  and  scenes  of  pleas- 
urable amusement.  But  the  uncommonly 
gloomy  season  we  witnessed  last  year,  seemed 
to  fall  with  more  weight  on  the  minds  of  the 
public,  than  any  one  judgment  of  God  I 
ever  witnessed  before.  r  It  evidently  pro- 
duced a  solemnity  in  the  minds  of  many  peo- 
ple ;  but  there  was  no  general  acknowledge- 
ment of  special  conviction  until  September, 
when  there  began  to  appear  something  of  a 
work  of  grace  in  one  corner  of  the  town. 
For  some  time  we  were  held  in  suspense,  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  as  to  the  issue,  whether 
it  would  continue  aud  extend  its  balmy  influ- 
ence, or  take  its  flight,  and  leave  the  peop  e 
in  their  sins. 

About  this  time  there  was  an  occurrence, 
perhaps  worth  noticing.  In  the  center  of 
the  town,  where  nothing  of  the  work  had 
discovered  itself,  one  evening  towards  twi- 
light, a  number  of  young  girls,  from  about 
eleven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  were  very 
merrily  at  play,  on  the  broad  steps  of  the 
Baptist  meeting-house,  and  of  a  sudden, 
without  any  visible  cause,  they  were  struck 
with  a  solemn  awe,  and  retired  with  sighs 
and  sobs  to  a  house,  where  they  spent  the 
evening  in  reading  the  bible  and  other  good 
books.  Some  of  these  children,  (one  of  whom 
was  my  eldest  daughter,)  eventually  ob- 
tained a  comfortable  hope  and  were  baptized. 
This  circumstance  led  me  to  hope  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  mercifully  hovering  over  us. 

The  latter  part  of  October  there  began  to 
be  evident  appearances  of  conviction,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town.  About  this  time 
we  attended  the  funeral  of  a  respectable 
young  woman,  which  was  a  solemn  funeral 
indeed.  When  the  youth  and  many  others 
approached  the  corpse  to  survey  the  visage 
of  death,  they  seemed  to  be  struck  with  fears 
and  guilt,  and  a  solemn  sense  of  judgment 
in  their  own  hearts.  Sabbath  and  confer- 
ence meetings  now  became  crowded,  and 
many  were  inquiring  what  they  must  do  to 
be  saved. 

The  latter  part  of  November,  11  candi- 
dates were  baptized  and  added  to  the  church. 
The  collection  at  the  water  was  great  and 
solemn,  and  the  ordinance  was  evidently 
blessed  to  the  promotion  of  the  reformation, 
since  the  work  commenced,  I  have  baptized 
in  this  town  one  hundred  and  one,  including 
the  above  eleven  ;  about  sixty  of  whom  were 
baptized  during  the  cold  wintry  months,  and 
many  of  them  were  females  of  different  ages, 
and  of  delicate  constitutions.  I  have  not 
learnt  that  it  proved  prejudicial  to  the  health 
of  any  of  them. 

During  the  revival,  perhaps  nearly  two 
hundred  have  been  hopefully  brought  into 
the  pos.~es.sion  of  religion  ;  some  of  whom 
have  not  joined  any  church.  1  conclude 
that  between  forty  find  fifty  have  united 
with  the  Congregational  church  in  tins 
place." 

Tuo  whole  number  added  to  the  church 
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from  its  organization  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Kendrick  was  234  :  by  baptism  189,  by  let- 
ter 45.  The  decrease  was,  dismissed  85,  died 
10,  and  from  22  fellowship  had  been  with- 
drawn, leaving  151. 

The  death  of  their  pastor,  whose  widow  is 
still  among  us  (1852)  was  a  heavy  blow  to; 
the  church,  which  had  enjoyed  his  faithful 
labors  and  judicious  counsels  so  long.  In 
the  Fall  of  the  year  they  secured  the  services 
of  Mr.  Parchellus  Church,  who  had  recently 
graduated  at  the  Hamilton  Literary  and 
Theological  Institution.  He  was  ordained 
June  23,  1825.  Between  the  death  of  Mr.  K. 
and  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Church,  20  /ere  re- 
ceived by  baptism,  and  3  by  letter. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  C.  were  acceptable  and 
successful ;  but  the  period  of  his  pastorate 
was  short,  extending  only  to  October  21, 
1828,  when  he  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I. 
His  resignation  was  regarded  by  many  as 
unwarrantable,  and  even  sinful.  They  had 
thought  in  their  simplicity,  that  the  pastoral 
office  was  a  permanent  one.  There  were 
added  during  his  pastorate,  by  baptism,  33, 
by  letter  9,  restored  1.  The  church  was  des- 
titute several  months,  and  the  desk  occupied 
by  various  ministers. 

August  23,  1829.  Mr.  Eli  B.  Smith,  en- 
tered upon  the  pastoral  office,  with  cheering 
prospects  of  success.  Through  the  following 
fall  and  winter,  there  was  an  extensive  reviv- 
al. His  labors  were  abundantly  blest,  and 
much  people  were  added  unto  the  Lord.  He 
continued  with  the  Church  until  May  6, 
1833,  when  he  left  to  take  charge  of  the  New 
Hampton  Institution.  His  removal  was 
deeply  felt.  It  was  the  second  lesson  of  min- 
isterial fickleness,  and  produced  very  un- 
happy feelings  in  the  church.  Before  his 
coming  2  were  added  by  letter,  and  while  he 
was  pastor  104  were  baptized,  14  uniting  by 
letter,  and  3  were  restored. 

Mr.  John  H.  Ricket  commenced  preaching 
with  the  Church  as  a  candidate  July  14, 
1833.  The  church  voted  to  request  his  ordi- 
nation during  the  session  of  the  Association, 
which  met  here  in  October.  He  was  not  or- 
dained, and  closed  his  labors  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  mouth. 

Negotiations  were  soon  entered  upon  with 
Mr.  Samuel  C.  Dilloway  of  Granville,  N.  Y. 
lie  entered  upon  the  pastoral  office,  January 
6,  1S34,  and  continued  until  April  1,  1838, 
when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  in 


the  mdist  of  an  interesting  revival.  He  was 
subject  to  temporary  aberrations  of  mind,  and 
under  a  consciousness  of  this  infirmity,  re- 
quested to  be  released  from  the  pastoral  office. 
In  the  interim  between  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  the  coming  -of  Mr.  Dilloway,  6 
persons  joined  the  church  by  letter.  From 
this  time  to  his  dismission  3G  were  baptized,. 
15  added  by  letter,  and  2  restored. 

In  the  fall  of  1838,  Mr.  Velony  R.  Hotch- 
kiss  began  his  ministry  here,  and  was  or- 
dained December  20,  the  same  year.  Hi9 
labors  were  faithful  and  successful ;  he  soon 
gained  the  affection  of  the  church  and  the 
confidence  of  the  coummunity,  but  left,  to 
the  grief  of  many,  May  8,  1812.  Before  his 
ordination,  12  were  baptized,  and  five  added 
by  letter.  During  his  pastorate  25  were 
baptized,  27  added  by  letter,  and  3  were  re- 
stored. Four  others  united  by  letter  before 
the  coming  of  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Driver,  who 
was  the  next  pastor.  He  entered  upon  his 
labors  November  5,  1812.  A  work  of  great 
interest  and  power  had  commenced,  and  it 
was  his  privilege  in  the  beginning  to  gather 
in  the  sheaves.  He  baptized  4  on  November 
20,  8  in  December,  36  in  the  February  fol- 
lowing, 30  in  March,  and  14  more  before  the 
end  of  July.  During  Mr.  Driver's  pastorate 
he  baptized  92,  14  were  added  by  letter  and  1 
restored.  In  the  year  1813,  this  church  at- 
tained, its  highest  numerical  point ;  in  Oc- 
tober it  numbered  271  members,  equal  to  one 
seventh  the  population  of  the  town.  Mr. 
Driver  remained  until  April  5,  1845. 

After  his  removal  the  church  was  supplied 
by  various  individuals,  as  in  former  times 
of  destitution  ;  but  in  all  of  thern,  one  of  its- 
own  members  had  supplied  almost  every  va- 
cancy. I  refer  to  Elder  Isaac  Fuller,  whom 
most  of  you  knew.  He  united  with  this 
Church  June  3,  1820,  and  died  August  20 
1S43,  aged  72.  In  his  death  the  church  lost 
a  faithful  and  warm  hearted  friend,  a  sincere 
and  devoted  Christian,  and  a  peacemaker, 
who  by  his  visits,  counsels,  and  sympathy 
accomplished  much  good  in  the  church  and 
in  the  town.  He  has  left  a  name  often  re? 
membered  with  pleasure,  and  uttered  with 
respect  by  those  who  knew  him. 

One  person  only  was  added. to  the  church, 
between  the  dismission  of.  Mr.  Driver,  an  1 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Josiah  Cannon,  in 
February,  1846,  whose  pastoral  relation  to 
the  church  ceased  May  28,  li'4Sk     In  tlui 
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mean  time  y  were  added  by  baptism,  20  by 
letter,  and  1  restored;  before  the  close  of  the 
year  1  was  baptized  and  1  added  by  letf: 

Your  present  pastor  entered  upor  '     c  nic 
January  21st,  1S49,  since  v^.v  .        s  iO 
have,  been  baptized  and  1  '  -  .     S  by  letter. 

From  the  organ  ciiurch,  until 

,  to-day  there  ^uzed,  527  ;  added 

hissed  397 ;  fellowship 
,  of  whom  11  have  been 
been  dropped  from  the 
uave  died,  leaving  156  our 
Total  increase  722.  De- 


tain 


>en  twelve.  The  clerks 


by  letter,  184 
•withdrawn  frr 
restored ;  14 
records,  an^ 
present  £• 
crease  600! 

The  deacons 
eight. 

Two  only  of  lis  members  have  been 
licensed  to  preach,  l_  church ;  Ithiel 

Peck,  who  I  suppose  was  .-•-i.'d  in  Orwell, 
in  October,  1805,  and  Gee  ,.  V»\  Cutting, 
now  pastor  of  the  Baptist  C1  ;U  ■/;■,  Lyme, 
N.  H.  One  who  has  long  been  .  utor  in 
Georgia,  Charles  D.  Mallary,  was  missed 
from  this  Church  in  May,  1824;  he  had  not 
then  commenced  preaching.  One  of  our 
present  number,  Mrs.  Mary  Brayton,  is  among 
the  heathen. 

The  expenses  attending  the  worship  of 
God,  were  defrayed  by  a  tax  on  the  grand 
list  of  the  church  and  society,  until  1829 ; 
Bince  then  by  subscription  ;  and  sometimes 
by  assessment  on  the  members  of  the  churchy 
according  to  their  ability.  There  has  always 
been  some  interest  felt  towards  the  benevo- 
lent enterprises,  in  which  the  denomination 
has  engaged;  but  with  two  exceptions,  no 
record  has  been  kept  of  the  amount  raised 
for  them;  these  are  1S40,  in  which  year  the 
Bum  was  $  190,  and  in  1847,  when  it  was 
$210.  For  the  last  three  years  we  have 
raised  $  644.64  ;  1849,  $  143.47 ;  1S50,  $  256. 
17;  and  1851,  $245. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Smith, 
and  nearly  as  I  can  learn,  in  1829,  a  Sabbath 
School  was  commenced,  at  his  urgent  request. 
It  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time, 
with  a  few  slight  intermissions.  It  has  in- 
cluded in  it3  classes  many  of  mature  years, 
and  has  been  found  interesting  and  profitable. 
The  Superintendents  have  been  Elisha  Ash- 
ley, Levi  Kinney,  Simeon  Mears,  Joseph 
Joslin,  and  now  Lyman  S.  Clark. 

Sunday  Schools  had  existed  for  some  years 
before  this  time,  and  had  been  carried  on  in 
■various  school  districts,  but  I  cannot  ascer- 


i  unurch  had  fully  engaged  ia 
alii  1829.  In  the  records  of  the 
j.egational  church,  there  is  the  following 
satry,  June  6,  1818-  "  Voted  to  direct  the 
Treasurer  to  let  Deacon  Noyes  and  Mr.  Scott 
have  three  dollars,  foF  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing books  and  tickets  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Sabbath  Schools." 

Of  the  persons  baptized  into  the  fellowship 
of  thii  church  before  the  death  of  its  first 
pastor,  20  are  still  members  with  us.  Of 
these  Mrs.  Sally  Richards,  formerly  Fine], 
was  ba  ^  before  Mr.  Kendrick  was  or- 
dainec  :  -  je  in  1809;  two  in  1815,  five  ia 
1816.  c  in  1817;  and  one  in  1821;  also 
one  who  anited  by  letter  in  1520.  These  are 
all  that  remain  with  us  from  the  first  period 
of  our  history,  as  a  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  fathers  were  few  in  number,  16  male 
and  18  female  members  constituted  this 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  fifty  years  since:  to- 
day— they  are  all  gone.  We,  their  sue eesscrs 
and  representatives,  are  more  in  numbers, 
richer  in  means  and  facilities  fordoing  g»i. 
Oh,  that  we  had  more  of  their  vigorous  and 
stalwart  piety  ; — of  their  childlike  simplicity 
and  holy  zeal ;  we  should  improve  them  all 
to  the  glory  of  our  Lord  ;  he  would  -appro™* 
of  us,  and  those  who  come  after  as,  would 
rejoice  in  us,  as  we  do  in  the  departed  wor- 
thies into  whose  labors  we  have  entered. 
And  should  they  at  the  end  of  another  fifty 
years  look  back  as  we  have  done,  remem- 
bering the  works  of  the  Lord,  they  woald 
say,  instead  of  the  fathers  God  raised  up  their 
children. 

DEACOXS. 

William  Ward,  Aug.  19,  1802;  died  An*. 
13,  1819.  Oliver  Sandford,  Dec.  IS,  1-4; 
died  Oct.  22,  1835.  Elijah  D.  Webster,  Feb. 
IS,  1812;  died  Jan.  17,  1523.  John  Joaea, 
May  17,  1818;  dismissed  May  4,  1?2Z.  Ca- 
leb Brookins,  Oct,  21,  1823  ;  dismissed  Nov.  7, 
1S27.  John  Jones,  jr.,  May  15  1527;  dis- 
missed May  1,  1831.  Bur^e  Cramptoa,  OcL 
2,1830;  died  Oct.  4,1549.  Joseph  JosUa, 
resigned  1S49.  Adin  Kendrick,  July  6,  1S35. 
George  Cutting,  Sept.  21.  1S37;  dismissed 
March  19,  1842.  Window  Gardner,  Dec.  I?. 
1840 ;  dismissed  March  19,  1S43*  Williad 
Pifield,  Jan.  18,  1845. 

CLERKS. 

Elijah  D.  Webster,  April  17,  1*02  I 
17,  1823,  (excepting  Luther  Finel,  fron 
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3,1313  to  Oct.  28,  1813;  Clark  Kendrick, 
April  20,  1314  to  Sept.  17, 1815  ;  Elisha  Ash- 
ley, June  22,  1820  to  April  1,  1821).  Elisha 
Ashley,  Jan.  21,  1823.  Levi  Kinney,  July 
18,  1840.  Samuel  Stewart,  May  14,  1842. 
William  Fifield,  April  9,  1845.  James  R. 
Broughton,  Sept.  17,  1847.  William  Fifield, 
Sept.  24,  1848. 

MEMBERS  WHO  UNITED  BEFORE  MR.  KE2T- 
drick's  DEATH. 

Mrs.  Sally  Richards,  (Finel,)  baptized  May 
9th,  1802.  ^Elisabeth  Cone,  *Miriam  Web- 
ster, and  Sally  Angevine,  1809.  Hannah 
Ashley  and  *Esther  Kendrick,  1815.  *A1- 
pheus  Broughton,  ^Judith  Broughton,  *  Ma-' 
bel  Marshall,  ^Harriet  Herrick,  and  *Nancy 
Whitney,  1816.  *Polly  Marshall,  Joseph 
Joslin,  *Elisha  Ashley,  Oliver  L.  Angevine, 
Stephen  Howe,  Charlotte  Broughton,  *Abi- 
gail  Brown,  and  *Persa  Mallory,  1817.  Al- 
mira  Pomeroy,  1821,  •Polly  Fuller,  by  let- 
ter, 1820. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fuller  of  Poultney  married  the 
Rev.  D.  L.  Brayton  and  became  a  missionary 
to  Burmah,  being  sent  with  her  husband  by 
the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Society. 

The  Vermont  Baptist  State  Convention 
held  its  annual  Meeting  at  Poultney,  Oct.  5, 
1884. 

From  Thompson's  Gazetteer. 
The  town  was  chartered  Sept.  21.  1761,  and 
contains  about  35  square  miles.  The  soil  is 
g-enerallv  warm  and  productive,  and  the  surface 
pleasantly  diversified  with  hills  and  vallies. 
Alons:  Poultney  river  the  alluvial  flats  are  ex- 
tensive and  very  productive.  The  timber  is 
mostly  deciduous,  there  being  but  few  ever- 
greens.! 

The  first  proprietors1  meeting  was  held  at 
Sheffield,  Mass.,  June  7,  1763.  Heber  Allen 
was  the  first  town  clerk,  and  William  Ward 
first  representative.  A  violent  freshet,  in  1811, 
swept  off  from  the  streams  here  four  grist  and 
four  sawmills,  one  woolen  factory,  one  carditicr- 
mill,  and  several  other  building.  The  epidemic 
in  the  snring;  of  1813  was  verv  distressincr.  and. 
in  the  course  of  three  months,  was  fatal  to 
about  sixty  of  the  inhabitants. 

There  are  two  pleasant  villages  in  town  call- 
ed East  Poultney  and  West  Poultney.  [The 
.West  is  now  the  Inrtjer  nnd  most  pleasant: — 
each  has  its  postoffice. — Ed.] 

*  Present. 

t  Lake  St.  Austin,  a  beautiful  sheet  of  wnter,  6  or  7 
miles  in  length,  by  1  1-2  in  its  widest  part,  lying  most- 
ly in  Wells,  extends  into  Poultney.  It  was  named  by 
French  explorer*  more  than  a  century  ago.  It  is  flank- 
ed on  its  eastern  shore  l>y  precipitous  mountain?,  some 
or  which  rise  almost  perpendicular.  Its  wafers  abound 
In  pickerel  and  other  fish,  and  have  become  a  fashion- 
able resort. 


I     East  Poultxev  contains  3  houses  for  publio 
worship,  3  stores  one  grist  and  2  sawmills,  I 
iron  foundry  with  machine  shops.  10  or  12 
I  mechanics,  1  tannery,  2  taverns,  and  about  60 
|  dwelling  houses. 

West  Poultxey  has  a  stone  chapel,  Troy 
Conference  Academy  a  bank,  6  stores,  1  tavern, 
an  extensive  iron  foundry — [the  railroad  depot 
added  since, — Ed.]  42  dwelling-houses,  and  312 
inhabitants. 

There  are  in  town  15  school  districts.  2  grain, 
6  saw,  and  several  fulling  mills,  5  stores,  4  tav- 
erns, and  3  tanneries. 

The  religions  denominations  are  Methodists, 
I  Baptists  and  Episcopalians,  each  of  which  has 
j  a  good  house  of  worship.  The  Congrpgation- 
!  alist  meetinghouse  was  erected  in  1803;  the 
Baptist  meetinghouse  in  1805;  the  Methodist 
|  more  recently — the  Episcopalian  in  1831. 

The  Congregational  pastors  (to  1840)  have 
j  been,  Rev.  Ithamer  Hibbard,  17S0  to  July  7t 
[  1796  :  Rev.  James  Thompson,  Mav  18.  1803, 
to  1820;  Rev.  Ethan  Smith.  Nov.  21,  1821,  to 
December,  1826;  Rev.  Sylvester  Cochrane. 
Oct.  24,  1 827,  to  Oct.  13,  '34;  Rev.  Solomon 
Lvman.  Feb.  25,  1835,  pastor  in  1840.  This 
society's  funds  §  5000.  (1840.)* 

The  Trot  Coxffrexce  Academy  was  pro- 
jected at  a  meen'nor  of  the  citizens,  Jan.  14, 
1824  :+  adopted  by  the  Troy  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  September  3 — 
chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  Oct. 
25,  '35.  and  went  into  operation  Sept.  1,  '36. 
The  principal  building  is  of  brick,  112  by  36  ft., 
with  4  stories,  and  an  attic  and  basement,  aad 

*  Rev.  John  G.  Hale  was  pastor  of  this  church  several 
y  -irs.  He  enpa^ed,  in  18"H,  to  prepa-e  a  history  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  Poultney  for  this  work  ;  but 
we  have  not  yet  obtained  it.  We  odIv  recall,  at  this 
present  writing,  (1875;  the  names  of  Revs.  Solomon 

Lyman,  J.  X.  M<  erc,    Strong.  Daniel  C.  Frost  and 

S.  M.  Merrill,  who  have  been  pastors  here,  since  Mr. 
Thompson's  record  :  but  the  names  of  all  nnd  time  of 
their  labor  in  this  parish,  may  be  found  in  Rot.  Mr. 
Steele's  list  of  the  Congregational  clergv  in  Rutland 
county.  See.  also,  Rutland  county  Papers  and  Items 
at  the  end  of  the  towns.  The  Congregational  meeting- 
house is  in  East  Ponltnoy. 

Of  the  Methodist  church  in  Poultney  we  also  have 
no  further  statistics,  save  the  names  of  the  following; 
Methodist  clergymen — principals  or  professors  in  Troy 
Conference  Academy,  and  circuit  preachers,  viz  :  ReT. 
Rev.  Jesse  T.  Peck,  D.  D.,  now  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church;  Rev.  Era*tus  Wentworth,  D.  D..  Rev.  John 
Newman,  D.  D.,  principal  for  many  years,  and  at 
present  of  T.  C.  A. ;  Revs.:  R.  M.  Manley  and  Joshua 
Poor,  also  for  a  time  principals  of  T.  C.  A..  Revs.  T.  W- 
Harwood,Oeo.  G.Saxc.  R.  If.  Howard, O.  S.  Chadhurna, 

Stephen  D.  Brown, —  Oakley,  Prague.  Cyrus  Prin- 

<ile,  Lucinua  S.  Foot*,  P.  Williams,  T.  M.  Merrill,  M. 
A.  Wicks.  C  II.  Richmond,  I.ucinus  Porter,  C.  M.  Ran- 
Bom,  L.  D.,Stehbins,  Lvman  PriuUIe,  P.  It.,  Storer,  FiieuJ 
W.  Smith  and  J.  J.  No«.-— Ed. 

f  There  was  a  strife  between  Poultney  and  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y.  for  the  Academy.  Some  of  the  prominent 
citizenH  of  Clous  Kails  wore  desirous  of  its  being  locat- 
ed in  their  village,  and  hud  hope  of  it  tor  a  time;  but 
Poult ue;  citizens  out  bid  them.— Ed. 
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a  rear  90  by  32  feet.  The  school  is  conducted 
by  4  male  and  2  female  tenchers.  The  build- 
ings are  sufficient  to  accommodate  200  students 
in  the  boarding  department,  and  300  would  find 
room  in  the  department  of  instruction.  The 
cost  of  the  buildings,  farm,  &c,  has  been  about 


$  20,000  ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  institution 
of  the  professed  grade  of  this,  which  ranks 
higher  in  literary  merit,  or  any  whose  location 
promises  better  security  to  the  health  and  mor- 
als of  youth.  The  scenery  around  is  such  as 
will  please  the  taste  and  improve  the  intellect. 
The  number  of  students  (male  and  female)  in- 
structed in  this  institution,  yearly,  will  range 
from  300  to  400  * 

POULTNEY  GRADUATES  AT  MIDDLEBURY  COLLEGE 
TO  1853.+ 
From  Pearson's  Catalogue. 

Class  of  1810. — Zimri  Howe  was  born  in 
Poultney,  Sept.  7,  1786.  He  was  preceptor  of 
Addison  County  Grammar  School,  1810-11 — 
read  law  with  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  LL.  D., 
of  Middlebury ;  practised  law  in  Poultney,  1814 
to  '18;  practised  law  in  Castleton,  since  1818, 
to  '53.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
Council  from  '31  to  r35— of  the  Vermont  Sen- 
ate in  '36  and  '38,  and  Judge  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty court  from  '38  to  '44. 

1810.— Stephen  C.  Pitkin,  from  Poultney, 
was  born  about  1787,  and  fitted' at  Rutland 
County  Grammar  School  in  Castleton.  He  be- 
came a  teacher  in  Dumfries,  Va.,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  he  died  there  in  the  summer  of  181^. 

1821. — Charles  Daniel  Mallary  was  a 
native  of  Poultney.  He  was  a  teacher  in  the 
South  some  years  ;  became  a  Baptist  minister; 
preached  in  Columbia  and  Charleston,  S.  C, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  in  Georgia.  He 
has  published  the  "Life  of  Elder  Jesse  Mercer," 
and  probably  other  works.  He  received  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  from  Columbia  College,  D.  C, 
in  1850.  Albany,  Ga.,  is  his  present  residence 
(1853.) 

1821. — Isaac  Newton  Spragce  was  born 
in  Poultney  in  1801.  He  read  theology  with 
Rev.  Ethan  Smith  of  Poultney  ;  was  pastor 
of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Sherburne,  N.  Y., 
from  1825  to  '34— of  the  Fourth  Free  church, 

*  This  is  the  record  of  35  years  ago.  We  visited  the 
institution  in  the  winter  of  1S64,  not  long  aftar  its 
change  from  a  mixed  seminary  or  academy,  to  a  Female 
College — at  which  time  we  were  particularly  pleased 
with  the  now  college  and  its  management.  The  build- 
ings have  a  good  front  ground,  and  are  quite  imposing 
in  the  distance,  as  you  come  in  view  of  them  from  the 
etreet. — (18T5.)  The  institution  has  been  changed  hack, 
ebout  a  year  ago,  to  the  "Troy  Conference  Academy." 

—Kd, 

t  Since  which  there  has  not  been  any  graduates  at 
Middlebury  from  Poultney.    II.  Clark. 


New  York  City,  in  1834 — in  1850  was  in  Cald- 
well, N.  Y. 

1822.  — John  Wells  Satterlee  was  born  in 
Poultney,  January,  1802  ;  fitted  at  Middlebury 
and  Castleton  Academies.     He  was  a  teacher 

I  near  Sparta,  Ga.,  sometime ;  read  law  with 
Judge  Say  of  Sparta,  and  there  practised  till 
1836 — resided  in  Natches,  Miss.,  till  1840 — in 
New  Orleaus,  La.,  till  '42 ;  then  returned  to 
Sparta,  where  he  died  of  consumption,  Febru- 
ary, '43. 

1823.  — Julian  Griswold  Buel  was  born  in 
Poultney  in  1804;  fitted  at  Castleton  Acade- 
my. He  was  preceptor  of  St.  Albans  Academy 
one  or  two  years;  read  law  with  Hon.  Chaun- 

cey  Langdon  of  Castleton,  and    Crary  of 

Salem,  N.  Y. ;  practised  in  Whitehall,  N.  Y., 
from  1828  to  '33 — went  to  the  South  to  spend 
the  winter,  and  died  at  Hill,  Ga  ,  February,  '36. 

1825. — Herman  Hooker  was  from  Poult- 
ney. He  studied  at  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  Alexandria,  D.  C. — became  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman  :  for  several  years  past  (1853) 
has  been  a  publisher  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He 
is  the  author  of  44  The  Portion  of  the  SouL" 
44  Uses  of  Adversity,"  "Popular  Infidelity," 
"Christian  Life."  4* Thoughts  and  Maxims/'  etc. 
He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Union 
College  in  1848. 

1340. — Alexander  Woodruff  Buel,  born 
in  Poultney,  December,  1813  ;  fitted  at  Castle- 
ton Academy — was  teacher  ia  West  Rutland  in 
'30  and  '31 — in  Post  Covington,  N.  Y.  in  '31 
and  '32  ;  in  Castleton  in  '33  and  '34 — read  law 
with  Jabez  Parkhurst,  Esq.,  of  Fort  Covington, 
J.  G.  Buel,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  B.  F.  Langdon  of 
Castleton  :  has  practised  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
since  '34,  (1853.)  He  was  deputy  Register  of 
Probate  in  '34  to  '36 ;  city  attorney,  in  '36  and 
'37  ;  member  of  the  Legislature  in  '37  ;  pros- 
ecuting Attorney  for  Wayne  county  '43  to  '47  ; 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Michigan  in  '47  ;  member  of  Congress  '49  to 
'51.  His  publications  are:  "An  Address  be- 
fore the  New  England  Society  of  Detroit,'' 
Speeches  and  Reports. 

1838. — Solomon  Paine  Giddings,  from  East 
Poultney — a  few  years  ago  was  preaching  to  a 
Congregational  church  in  Curtisville,  Mass. : 
is  now  (1853)  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Springfield. 

1848. — Robert  Emmf.tt  MaRANTILLE,  from 
Poultney;  a  teacher  in  Poultney  one  or  two 
years — went  to  the  State  of  Georgia.* 

*  See  Castleton,  pngo  543. 
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1852.  — Lucretius  Dewey  Bon,  fitted  at 
Troy  Conference  Academy. 

Class  of  1353. — David  Griswold  Hooper, 
born  in  Poultney,  Sept  14,  1830,  and  fitted  at 
Castleton  Seminary. 

1853.  — John'  Alonzo  Howe,  born  in  Poult- 
ney, Oct.  1,  1834;  fitted  at  Troy  Conference 
Academy,  Poultney. 

NAMES  OF  THE  GRANTEES  OF  POULTN'EY. 

Samuel  Brown,  Elijah  Wilcox,  Elijah  Cobb, 
Isaac  Lawrence,  Abraham  Brown,  Eli  Cowles, 
Timothy  Hopkins,  Stephen  Hal  lock,  Sol  Whit- 
ney. Ezra  Whittelsey,  John  Chamberlain,  Ri- 
duff  Dutcher,  Isaic  Brown,  Samuel  Soutlurate. 
William  Buck,  Coffee  Vanshans,  David  Whit- 
ney. Ephraim  Hewitt.  Samuel  Brown,  jr..  Benj. 
Cowles,  Caleb  Colver,  Elijah  Brown;  Gideon 
Lawrence,  Daniel  Moldich.  John  Nelson,  James 
Cornwall,  Abraham  Vandusen,  Isaac  Davis. 
Elkanah  Parri*,  Conrod  Vandusen.  John  Dona- 
ghy,  Richard  Southgate.  John  Vandusen.  John 
Hart.  Thomas  Gage.  Matthew  Vandusen.  Aa- 
ron Whitmore,  Samuel  Blogett,  Jacob  Vandu- 
sen, Thomas  Sumner,  Samuel  Hyde,  Isaac 
Vandusen,  William  Donaghy,  William  Gage 
Jonathnn  Nash,  Tiiorms  Ashley.  Timothy  Dem- 
ick.  Ruben  Pixley,  Nathaniel  Fellows,  Stephen 
Dewey,  Joseph  Patterson,  Isaac  Garfield,  Abner 
Dewey,  John  Brown,  David  Glaizier,  Stephen 
Fay,  John  Tassil,  Theodore  Atkinson.  Daniel 
Warner,  John  Langdon,  Jr.,  Moses  Boynton. 
Thomas  Bradford,  Woodbury  Laugdon,  Titus 
Salter. 

His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth.  Esq  ,  a 
tract  ofland  to  contain  500  acres,  as  marked  B. 
W.  in  the  plan,  which  is  to  be  counted  two  of 
the  within  shares — one  whole  share  for  the  in- 
corporated Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  one  share  for  the 
Glebe  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law 
established  ;  one  share  for  the  first  settled  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel,  and  one  share  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  school  in  said  town. 

Province  of  Xew  Hampshire,  Sept.  21,  1761, 
Recorded  in  Book  of  Charters,  page  203. 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Sec'y. 
Recorded  by  Sol  Whitney,  ) 
Proprietors  Clerk.  ) 

ROLLIN  C.  MALLARY. 
BT  HOW.  HILAJf  D  HALL,  OF  NORTH  BENXIHGTOJC. 

Of  Mr.  Mallary,  I  can  only  give  you  a 
few  dates.  He  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Ct., 
May  27,  1784,  and  in  1795,  removed,  with 
his  parents,  to  Poultney,  Vt.  He  graduated 
at  Middlebury  College,  in  1805.  Before 
graduating,  he  had  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  which  he  continued,  after  graduating, 
with  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  of  Middlebury, 
and  Robert  Temple,  Esq.,  of  Rutland.  In 
1806,  he  was  preceptor  of  Castleton  Academy. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Rutland  County  Bar 
in  March,  1807.    He  soon  took  a  leading 


rank  in  his  profession,  and  was  particularly 
popular  as  an  advocate.  He  practiced  in 
Castleton  from  1807  to  1818,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Poultney  and  resided  there  till  hi3 
death.  Oct..  1807,  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  re- 
ceived the  same  appointment,  1809  to  1512, 
and  in  1815  to  1819 — ten  years  in  all.  He 
was  State's  Attorney  for  Rutland  County  in 
1811,  1813,  1816,  and  Member  of  Congas 
from  IS  19  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  April  15,  1831, 
on  his  journey  home  from  Washington.  In 
his  first  election,  1819,  the  votes  of  several 
towns  not  having  been  received  when  the 
others  were  counted,  the  certificate  of  election 
was  bestowed,  without  waiting,  on  his  com- 
petitor, Hon.  Orsamus  C.  Merril.  Mr.  Mal- 
lary contested  the  seat,  and,  proving  the 
majority  of  votes  had  been  cast  in  his  favor, 
he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  Jan. 
13,  1S20.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures  for  several  years ;  a 
zealous  and  able  advocate  for  protection  ;  re- 
ported the  tariff  of  1828,  and  occupied  an 
important  and  leading  position  in  Congress. 
He  was  held  in  high  estimation  for  his  public 
acts  as  well  as  for  his  private  virtues.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  am  not  able  to  say  more  of  so 
able  and  eloquent  a  man.  one  so  beloved  by 
his  town,  his  State,  and  his  nation. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  POULTNEY. 
BT  RT.  REV.  LOUIS   DE  GOESBRIAN  D. 

Poultney  has  a  Roman  Catholic  congrega- 
tion of  50  families.  The  church,  which  is  a 
brick  edifice,  was  commenced  in  1864  and 
completed  in  1865,  through  the  care  of  Very 
Rev.  Th.  Lynch,  who  then  resided  at  West 
Rutland.  The  Catholics  of  Poultney  are  now 
attended  by  the  priest  who  resides  in  Fair 
Haven. 

REV.  0.  HOPSON 

resided  in  Poultney,  Vt.,  21  year9.  He  was 
Rector  of  St.  James  Church  in  that  place  IS 
years.  He  had  in  his  family,  during  the  great- 
er part  of  this  time,  many  young  men  who 
had  been  entrusted  to  his  care  and  instruc- 
tion. 

The  present  residence  of  the  Rev.  O.,  and 
Mrs.  C.  Hopson  is  Waverly  Illinois.  Five 
of  their  children  are  still  living — three  have 
died. 

The  Rev.  O.  Hopson  was  ordained  to  the 
sacred  ministry  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas 
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Church  Brownell,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  July 
1833. 

When  we  last  visited  Poultney,  in  the 
■winter  of  1864,  Rev.  Oliver  Hopson  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Episcopal  church  here  and  also 
had  a  class  in  his  house  of  young  men,  or  a 
number  of  students.  His  oldest  son,  Rev. 
Geo.  B.  Hopson,  was,  we  think,  at  this  time 
in  orders  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
He  lost  his  second  son  during  the  war. 

EDWARD  CRAFTS  HOPSON, 

son  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  and  Mrs.  Caroline 
Hopson,  was  born  in  Naugatuck,  Ct.,  June 
18,  1842.  In  1847,  his  father  removed  to 
Poultney,  Vt.,  to  assume  the  rectorship  of 
St.  John's  Church.  Says  Henry  Clark,  in  a 
biographical  sketch  Vead  before  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society,  June  25,  1865,  of  Edward 
C.  Hopson : 

Bo>n  into  a  Christian  household,  and  until 
his  eighteenth  year,  surrounded  by  the  most 
affectionate  and  religious  influences  of  a  no- 
ble Christian  home,  and  with  a  warm,  watch- 
ful and  educating  love,  I  was  wont  to  no- 
tice him  as  an  active  and  intelligent  lad,  with 
something  of  peculiar  manliness  and  sensi- 
bility blended  in  his  face,  indicating  an  ar- 
dent character  that  would  make  its  mark 
somewhere  if  his  life  should 


the  army,  in  the  most  patriotic  and  unselfish 
spirit,  relinquishing  companionships  dear  to 
him,  and  prospects  that  were  bright  tor  the 
public  service  with  its  trials  and  perils,  ex- 
pecting to  meet  hardships,  but  determined  io 
endure  them  as  a  faithful  soldier  not  only  of 
his  country  but  of  hi#  God.  There  is  much 
of  sublimity  in  the  conduct  of  this  young  man 
who  became  convinced  of  his  duty  to  leave 
the  home  of  his  childhood,  endeared  to  him  by 
its  cherished  memories — to  bid  adieu  to  a 
fond  father,  a  devoted  mother,  and  loved 
brothers  and  sisters — leave  a  home  of  com- 
fort,— forego  the  honors  of  college,  and  its 
sweet  associations  for  the  tented  field.  Noth- 
ing but  the  sacred  devotion  to  duty  could 
have  induced  him  to  take  his  life  in  his  hand 
and  go  forth  in  defence  of  the  government. 
Methinks  I  see  him  present  himself  before 
the  honored  President  of  the  college,  and  lay 
the  consent  of  his  parents  before  him  asking 
in  a  modest,  unassuming  manner  that  he 
might  have  a  leave  of  absence,  and  for  what  ? 
For  the  purposes  of  pleasure  and  amusement  ? 
For  the  love  of  adventure?  To  follow  his 
companions  to  the  halls  of  merriment  and 
gaiety?  No!  not  all  these,  but  that  he 
might  serve  his  country. 

He  served  with  his  regiment  on  guard  du- 
ty iu  the  el-fences  of  Washington  for  more 
than  a  year,  being  stationed  in  Forts  Worth, 
Lyons  and  Williams.  March  19; h  the  regi- 
ment left  to  join  Gen.  Grant  in  his  active 
campaign  against  Richmond,  and  from  that 


He  was  respectful  in  his  demeanor — cheerful  I  jate  to  the^batile  of  Cedar  Creek 
and  hopeful  in  spirit — and  devoted  to  his 
home.  He  was  modest  and  retiring  even  to 
a  fault.  He  was  ready  to  be  instructed,  ea- 
ger to  embrace  and  hold  fast  the  truth,  desir- 
ous, beyond  most  lads  of  his  age,  of  study, 
especially  of  history,  and  made  himself  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  Crimean  War. 
Few  were  his  equals  in  the  knowledge  of  gen- 
eral history,  and  current  events,  and  he  ever 
exhibited  the  purpose  to  make  his  life  a  noble 
and  useful  one  by  securing  the  peace,  and 
advancing  the  welfare  of  others  around  him. 
He  pursued  his  preparatory  studies  for  en- 
trance to  college  under  the  instruction  of  his 
father  and  brother  the  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Hopson, 
and  entered  Trinity  College  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut  (his  father's  Alma  Mater)  in  the 
fall  of  1860.  He  faithfully  prosecuted  his 
course  for  two  years,  and  had  entered  upon 
his  junior  year.  As  a  student  he  developed 
and-matured  those  characteristics  which  had 
marked  his  boyhood,  and  his  standing  was 
that  of  second  in  his  class.  At  this  period  of 
his  course  the  call  for  men  to  enter  the  army 
became  urgent,  and  he  believed  it  his  duty 
to  enter  the  ranks,  and  consequently  procur- 
ed the  consent  of  his  parents  and  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  college.  He  enlisted  August  6th, 
1862  in  Company  D,  10th  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers— which  regiment  was  changed  in 
December  1860  to  the  Connecticut  Heavy 
Artillery.  Several  of  nis  college  companions 
enlisted  in  the  same  Regiment. 

He  suspended  his  collegiate  course  to  enter 


rnent  endured  a  very  trying  series  of  marches 
and  battles  and  finally  was  assigned  to  the 
6th  corps  to  re-enforce  Gen.  Sheridan  in  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  colored  reg- 
iments, he  evinced  a  desire  to  have  a  com- 
mission in  a  colored  company,  The  field  was 
open  in  other  directions,  but  I  think  he  felt 
a  Christian  duty  in  this  regard.  High,  noble, 
and  holy  were  his  purposes  and  his  aims,  but 
he  fell,  ere  hi3  purpose  was  accomplished,  at 
his  post,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  great 
battle  of  Sheridan,  on  the  19th  of  Oct.,  last, 
(1$64)  shot  through  the  head,  and  died  in- 
stantly. On  the  same  day  an  order  came  for 
his  discharge,  that  he  might  accept  a  com- 
mission as  lieutenant  in  the  10th  Reg.  U.  S. 
colored  troops.  His  body  rests  where  it  fell, 
and  no  affectionate  hands  of  friends  will  prob- 
ably ever  be  able  to  distinguish  it  from  oth- 
ers and  to  heap  the  memorial  pile  above  it. 

REV.  A.  H.  BAILEY, 

who  officiated  at  Hydeville,  West  Rutland, 
and  Fairhaven,  at  this  time  resided  at  Fast 
Poultney  with  his  parents.  His  father,  Al- 
bion Bailey,  a  hale  old  business  gentleman, 
who  was  not  unfrequently  trustee  Ac,  for  the 
town,  lias  since  deceased.  His  mother,  sur- 
rounded by  ln.-r  four  little  grand-daughters 
and  two  grandsons  stood  beautifully  at  the 
household  helm,  equally,  kind  and  discreet. 
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None  of  the  children  were  sent  to  the  public 
school.  The  prudent  father  was  their  teach- 
er and  playmate.  Their  mother,  Rev.  Mr. 
Bailey's  first  wife,  was  Catherine  Neale, 
daughter  of  Henry  G.  Neale  of  East  Poult- 
ney. She  died  while  her  husband  was  rector 
in  Berkshire,  Franklin  County,  this  State. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bailey  has  since  married — several 
years  past — Miss  Susan  Coburn,  a  resident 
of  Fairhaven,  this  county;  and  soon  after  re- 
moved to  Sheldon,  Vt.,  where  he  is  at  pres- 
ent, rector.  I  heard  him  preach,  several 
times,  and  I  regarded  his  sermons  as  par- 
ticularly attractive — of  quiet  loveliness  of 
spirit  and  expression.  He  converses,  preaches, 
writes,  as  a  scholarly  man,  is  greatly  beloved 
and  respected  in  the  Episcopal  church.  R.ev. 
Mr.  Bailey,  a  rare  historical  gleaner  wrote 
our  sketch  of  Rev.  Betbuel  Chittenden,  broth- 
er of  Gov.  Thomas  Chittenden,  in  vol.  I,  (see 
Shelburne  history)  and  the  account  of  the 
Episcopal  church  in  Franklin  County,  vol.  IL 
We  engaged  him  to  prepare  the  history  for 
all  the  places  of  bis  ministrations  in  Rutland 
County  but  sending  (now  when  our  printer  is 
awaiting  the  copy)  for  the  manuscript,  we 
find  a  party  wrote  on  for  it  at  Poultney,  and 
he  has  unfortunately  sent  it  there.  We  can 
hardly  hope  to  get  it  from  there  for  this  vol- 
ume, if  not  it  will  have  to  be  laid  over  for 
vol.  IV.  Ed. 

POULTXET  NEWSPAPERS. 
BT  H.  M.  MOTT,  EDITOR  OF  TH8  BRANDO.V  UNIOH. 

Like  several  other  towns  in  Rutland  Coun- 
ty, Poultney  has  been  blessed  with  several  ef- 
forts at  starting  and  supporting  newspapers, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  very  few  which  seem  to 
have  ultimately  reached  success  in  that  line. 

The  Poultney  Gazette  was  started  in  1822, 
probably  in  November,  but  the  exact  date 
can  not  now  be  ascertained.  It  was  located 
at  East  Poultney,  then  the  most  important 
village  in  town,  and  was  published  by  San  ford 
Smith  and  John  B.  Shute. 

The  Northern  Spectator  was  first  issued  in 
January,  1825,  it  being  a  continuation  of  the 
Gazette,  by  the  same  publishers.  The  paper 
was  published  just  one  year  by  them,  when 
it  became  the  property  of  an  association, 
with  "  D.  Dewey  and  A.  Bliss,  agents  for 
the  proprietors."  After  several  months  E.  G. 
Stone  became  agent.  He  was  succeeded  In* 
several  others,  until  June,  1830,  when  the 
paper  was  discontinued. 


The  Poultney  Owl  was  published  about  six 
months  in  1867,  by  J.  H.  Linsley. 

The  Poultney  Bulletins  first  number  was 
issued  March  12,  1S68.  J.  A.  Morris  was 
publisher,  John  Newman  editor,  and  Geo.  C. 
Newman  assistant  editor.  Morris  published 
it  one  year,  and  then  Geo.  C.  Newman  be- 
came publisher.  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbfe  be- 
came the  editor  Oct.  7,  18o9,  and  remained 
editor  until  June,  1870.  In  September,  1870, 
Newman  sold  his  establishment  to  H.  L, 
Stillson  and  Wm.  Haswell.  Stillsoc  sold 
his  interest  to  Haswell  and  left  town  Aug. 
12,  1871.  This  paper  came  to  an  end  in 
November,  1873.  The  establishment  was 
sold  to  R.  J.  Humphrey,  who  commenced  the 
publication  of 

The  Poultney  Journal  Dec.  19,  1873,  by 
Frisbie  and  Humphrey,  who  still  continue 
the  publication.  This  appears  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful concern,  and  Poultney  seems  deter- 
mined upon  supporting  a  home  newspaper. 

It  will  be  well  to  mention,  in  this  connec- 
tion, that  Horace  Greeley,  probably  the 
greatest  journalist  that  ever  lived,  learned  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Northern 
Spectator.  Horace  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, but  in  1821,  his  parents  removed  to 
West  Haven  in  Rutland  County,  not  far  dis- 
tant from  Poultney,  he  at  that  time  being 
about  ten  years  of  age.  Having  previously 
formed  a  desire  to  become  a  printer,  having 
an  elevated  opinion  of  printing  from  his 
great  love  of  books,  and  having  seen  an  ad- 
vertisement of  "  apprentice  wanted"  in  the 
Spectator,  he  went  to  Poultney  on  foot  and 
alone. 

"  He  sought  Mr.  Bliss,  one  of  the  manag- 
ers at  that  time,  whom  he  found  planting  po- 
tatoes in  his  garden.  The  following  conver- 
sation, as  reported  by  Mr.  Bliss,  occurred  be- 
tween him  and  the  boy  Horace : 

4  Are  you  the  man  that  carries  on  the  print- 
ing office?' 

Mr.  Bliss  has  said  that  as  he  looked  up  at 
the  boy,  he  could  hardly  refrain  from  laugh- 
ing, his  appearauce  was  such  ;  but  he  did, 
and  replied:  1  Yes;  I  am  the  man.' 

'  Don't  you  want  a  boy  to  learn  the  trade  ?' 
he  next  inquired. 

4  Well/  said  Mr.  Bliss,  '  we  have  been 
thinking  of  it.  Do  you  want  to  Learn  to 
print  ?' 

'  I  have  had  some  notion  of  it,'  s;ud  Horare. 
Mr.  Bliss,  since  deceased,  gave  to  Mr. 
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Greeley '3  biographer  the  following,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above  :  '  I  was  surprised  that  such  a 
fellow  as  the  boy  looked  to  be,  should  think 
of  learning  to  print ;  but  on  entering  into 
conversation  with  him,  and  a  partial  exam- 
ination of  the  qualifications  of  my  new  ap- 
plicant, it  required  but  little  time  to  discov- 
er that  he  possessed  a  mind  of  no  common 
order,  and  an  acquired  intelligence  beyond 
his  years.  There  was  a  simple  mindedne>s,  a 
truthfulness  and  common  sense  in  what  he 
said,  that  at  once  commanded  rny  regard.' 

The  applicant  for  a  place  in  the  Poultney 
printing  office  was  successful.  Mr.  Bliss, 
after  consultation  with  his  foreman,  took 
him  in,  and  Horace  Greeley  then  and  there 
took  his  first  lesson  in  type-setting.  He  re- 
mained in  this  office  4  years  and  2  months. 
There  are  several  persons  still  living  in 
PouLtney  who  remember  Horace  Greeley 
"well,  while  learning  his  trade  in  the  Specta- 
tor office.  They  ail  agree  as  to  his  personal 
appearance,  which  has  been  given  to  the 
public  over  and  over  again.  They  agree, 
also,  as  to  his  remarkable  industry  and  stu- 
dious habits.  Harlow  Hosford,  with  whom 
Mr.  Greeley  boarded  2  years  or  more  during 
the  time  of  his  apprenticeship,  told  ths  writ- 
er that  Mr.  Greeley  never  lost  a  day  from  his 
work  during  his  whole  time  there,  except 
once  or  twice  he  made  a  short  visit  to  his 
parents  ;  and  when  his  day's  work  was  done 
he  was  reading,  and  gave  little  attention  to 
anything  that  was  going  on  about  him.  J. 
Joslin,  then  a  teacher  of  the  schools  at  that 
village,  says  he  heard  Mr.  Greeley  make  his 
first  speech.  It  was  in  a  debating  society, 
which  held  its  meetings  in  the  school  house 
in  East  Poultney.  He  astonished  every  one 
who  heard  him,  and  seemed  better  informed 
than  any  of  the  speakers  on  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  discussion.  Mr.  Joslin  also  says 
that  he  did  not  attend  any  school  while  in 
Poultney,  but  kept  up  a  study  of  several 
branches,  together  with  his  reading.  As  he 
left  his  work  for  his  boarding  place  he  would 
almost  invariably  have  a  book  or  paper  un- 
der his  arm,  to  which  his  attention  would  be 
given,  instead  of  out-of-door  sports,  or  ramb- 
ling conversation  with  other  young  men  dur- 
ing leisure  hours.  The  other  workmen  of 
the  office  would  sometimes  make  themselves 
merry  in  coloring  II01  ace's  white  hair  with 
printer's  ink.  One  or  more  would  hold  him, 
and  another  put  on  the  ink.    Horace  would 


make  no  resistance,  but  say,  «  Now,  boys,  do 
stop ;  let  me  alone.1 

The  last  issue  of  the  Northern  Spectator 
was  gotten  off  at  11  o'clock  one  June  morn- 
ing, in.  1830:  and  in  the  afternoon,  at  1 
o'clock,  Horace  Greeley,  with  a  stick  and 
small  bundle  resting  on  his  shoulder,  and  an. 
overcoat  on  his  arm,  which  Mr.  Hosfoid  had 
given  him  (the  first  he  had  ever  had,  and 
which  probably  lasted  until  he  obtained  his 
white  one),  bid  adieu  to  friends  in  Poultney, 
and  started  on  foot  for  his  father's,  who  then 
lived  in  Pennsylvania,  500  miles  away. 

Mr.  Greeley  remembered  his  Poultney 
friends.  He  kept  up  an  occasional  corres- 
pondence with  Mr.  Hosford  and  other  friends, 
and  always  recognized  his  Poultney  acquain- 
tances wherever  he  met  them,  with  pleasure. 
It  is  but  a  few  days  since  we  had  tie  rela- 
tion of  an  interview,  in  1853,  at  the  Tribune 
Building  in  New  York,  between  Mr.  Greeley 
and  his  old  friend  Amos  Bliss.  Our  inform- 
ant says  :  1 1  was  in  New  York  with  Mr.  Bliss 
and  on  his  invitation  I  accompanied  him  to 
the  Tribune  Building.  I  followed  Mr.  Bliss 
as  he  wended  his  way  up  the  stairs  to  Mr. 
Greeley's  office.  He  opened  the  door  without 
knocking,  and  there  sat  the  great  editor  of 
the  world, writing.  He  was  evidently  think- 
ing intently,  as  he  heeded  not  our  entrance. 
Mr.  Bliss  waited  a  moment;  but  no  recogni- 
tion from  Mr.  Greeley.  Soon  Mr.  Bliss  de- 
liberately spoke.  '  Horace  1'  Instantly  the 
pen  was  laid  aside ;  Mr.  Greeley  knew  the 
voice,  he  need  not  to  look  in  the  face  to  know 
that  an  old  friend  was  present.  He  arose 
from  his  chair,  and  with  outstretchei  arms 
approached  Mr.  Bliss,  and  said  :  4  My  dear 
friend  !  my  benefactor!  how  glad  I  am  to  «ee 
you!'  Oh,  how  Mr.  Greeley  and  Mr.  BI133 
talked  of  old  time9  at  this  interview.  How 
the  battle  of  life  was  discussed." 

The  Troy  Conference  Academy  Record  was 
edited  and  published  monthly  by  the  students 
of  Troy  Conference  Academy,  some  two  year*, 
about  20  years  ago. 

The  suspension  of  the  printing  office  in 
East  Poultney,  in  June,  1830,  was  not  caus- 
ed by  any  diminution  of  the  general  busi- 
ness of  that  community,  for  this  was  on  the 
increase  rather  than  otherwise,  during  the 
seven  and  a  half  years  in  which  the  cffi:e 
was  run.  The  Northern  Spectator  but  shar- 
ed the  fate  of  many  newspapers— especially 
country  papers." 
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POULTNEY  ITEMS. 

[We  have  been  disappointed  in  not  ob- 
taining Poultney  papers  promptly — some 
cot  as  yet.  We  subjoin  a  page — items  and 
very  brief  biography  from  our  miscellaneous 
collection  reserved  for  the  supplementary 
department,  as  yet  uncompleted.  Ed.] 

The  father  of  Joe  Smith,  Morman  prophet, 
resided  in  Poultney. 

Among  the  chief  manufacturers  during 
forty  years  preceding  1875,  have  been  S.  P. 
Hooker,  Mfr,;  Talbert  &  Barnes  &  S.  P. 
Hooker ;  W.  I.  Farnham  &  Son  ;  Boston, 
New  York,  and  New  England  Slate  Com- 
pany ;  Empire  Slate  Co.;  Welch  Slate  Co.; 
Operative  Slate  Co.;  Schenectady  Slate  Co.; 
Cambrian  Slate  Co.;  Olive  Branch  Slate  Co., 
D.  Hooker  &,  Son,  W.  L.  Farnham  &  Son, 
all  slate. 

Theslate  business  is  becoming  a  very  impor- 
tant one  in  Poultney.  There  are  now,  1872, 
shipped  from  the  Poultney  station  about  two 
hundred  car  loads  of  slate  per  month,  aver- 
aging 40  squares  of  roofing  slate  to  the  car 
load.  The  demand  is  more  than  can  be  sup- 
plied. The  business  is  the  life  of  the  town. 
Hugh  Hughes,  a  large  dealer  in  slate,  has 
shipped  at  one  time  20  car  loads  in  a  week, 
taken  from  his  quarry,  to  England. 

Dewey  &  Dewey,  of  East  Poultney,  make 
carriages,  sleighs,  derrick  timber,  slate,  slate- 
cars  and  drums ;  F.  M.  Rugglcs,  machinist,  cast 
iron  stoves,  and  hollow  ware,  curry-combs,  en- 
gines, mowing-machines;  T.  H.  Lawrence 
&  Son,  tin  ware ;  Mead  &  Procter,  woolen 
goods ;  A.  &  F.  Vaughn,  castiron  ware ; 
Wheeler  &,  Smith,  brass  and  iron  candlesticks; 
Poultney  Mfg.  Co.,  silver  and  tin  tobacco 
boxes  and  spectacle  cases  ;  Ross,  Moss  &  Co., 
melodeons  ;  C.  B.  Conant  &  Son,  iron  found- 
ers and  machinists;  G.  Clark,  Joy  A  Lee, 
Wagons  ;  J.  Richardson,  cabinet  ware;  J.  W. 
King,  Bosworth  <k  Co.,  sash  <fc  blinds  ;  J.  N. 
King,  Bosworth  &  Co.,  lumber  ;  G.  M.  Clark, 
marble  ;  A.  Stoddard,  Whitlock,  Ross  &  Smith 
Bash,  doors  and  blinds.  (IS75.) 

HON.  LINDSE7  J03LIN 

died  in  Elgin,  111.,  Oct.  1, 1SG3,  aged  77  vears. 
He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  settlement  of  north- 
ern Illinois,  and  contributed  largely  in  erect- 
ing churches,  and  school  hou?ea  and  in  pro- 
moting benevolent  institutions  in  that  vicin- 
ity. He  was  brother  of  J.  Joslyn,  Poultney, 
Vt.,  and  formerly  a  resident  of  that  town. 


HON.  FRANCIS  H.  P.UGGLE3 

consul  of  the  United  States  at  Jamaica,  died 
in  New  York,  in  May  1865,  aged  49  yeare. 
He  was  a  native  of  Poultney,  Vt.  When  a 
young  man,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  at  Fredonia,  Chatauque  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  for  many  years,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Corning.  N.  Y.  He  was 
for  several  years  auditor  of  the  canal  depart- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  as- 
sociated with  Henry  J.  Raymond  and  George 
Jones,  in  the  establishment  of  the  New  York 
Daily  Times,  and  became  an  associate  editor. 
The  articles  contributed  by  him  were  not  nu- 
merous, but  were  prepared  with  great  care, 
and  evidenced  ability  and  power  as  a  writer. 
He  was  afterwards  a  commercial  agent  at 
Valparaiso,  Chili.  At  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Lincoln's  administration,  he  received  an 
appointment  from  Mr.  Seward  to  a  position 
in  the  State  Department,  and  prepared  sev- 
eral state  papers  of  importance.  In  1S52,  he 
was  appointed  consul  at  Jamaica,  which  po- 
sition he  held  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
His  funeral  was  at  Poultney. 

WILLIAM  L.  MUNROE,  M.  D., 

died  in  Camp  Stoneman  Hospital,  D.  C,  Feb. 
12,  1865,  aged  27  years.  Dr.  Munroe  was 
the  son  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  Munroe,  of 
Poultney,  Vt.  The  first  of  three  brothers  to 
volunteer  in  the  service  of  his  country — the 
second  of  the  three  to  yield  his  life  on  its  al- 
tar. One  sleeps  on  the  soil  of  Virginia  with 
the  thousands  of  his  brave  comrades — the  o:h- 
er,  now  an  only  surviving  brother  ani  son 
has  participated  in  all  the  conflicts  of  Ver- 
mont Brigades  from  Antietara  to  Petersburg. 
Dr.  Munroe  graduated  in  medicine  at  Bur- 
lington, Vt.,  in  June,  1860.  Leaving  a  suc- 
cessful practice,  he  enlisted  in  the  12th  Reg:. 
U.  S.  Infantry  in  Dec,  1861,  and  re-eni^tei 
in  the  1st  Regt.  1st  Army  Corps  in  Dec, 
1S64. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  IS06, 
at  West  Poultney,  John  Livingston,  aged  13 
years,  was  killed  while  engaged  in  firing  a 
salute.  It  appears  that  a  strife  existed  be- 
tween the  boys  of  the  East  and  West  vil- 
lages of  that  town  as  to  who  would  fire  their 
cannon  the  quickest,  and  without  sponging 
or  thumbing  the  piece,  young  Livingston  en- 
deavored to  ram  the  cartn  Ige  down  -.v.. on 
it  ignited,  causing  the  ramrod  to  pass  through 
his  hip,  tearing  off  both  his  hands  and  ether- 
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wise  horribly  mangling  him.  He  lived  but 
about  an  hour  after  the  accident. 

J.  E.  THOMPSON, 

formerly  of  Poultney,  died  very  suddenly  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  IS 70.  He  was  a  bank- 
er, very  wealthy,  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  universally  esteemed  in  business 
and  social  circles.  His  life  was  insured  at 
$13,000. 

EEV.  ALBERT  CHAMPLI2T 

of  Poultney,  died  suddenly  at  Charlotte, 
where  he  had  gone  to  visitsome  of  his  friends, 
June  18,  1872.  He  was  almost  60  years 
old,  and  for  mauy  years  was  a  circuit  preach- 
er of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

MRS.  FREELOVE  HYDE, 

the  oldest  person  in  Poultney,  died,  May  2, 
1874,  in  her  97th  year. 

Sad  Death  and  one  Grave. — A  rare  in- 
stance of  the  death  of  husband  and  wife  oc- 
curred at  Poultney  the  present  week.  On 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Horace  Hall,  received  a  third  shock  of 
paralysis,  from  which  she  died  about  two 
o'clock  the  same  night.  Her  age  was  59 
years...  After  assisting  in  the  duties  inciden- 
tal to  such  an  event,  Dr.  Hall  sat  down  and 
soon  fell  into  a  stupor,  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  On  Sunday  other  symptoms  ap- 
peared, accompanied  by  the  most  intense  bod- 
ily suffering,  from  which  he.  was  relieved  by 
death  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.  The  funeral  was 
largely  attended  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  their  bodies  were  deposited  in  the  same 
grave.— Rutland  Globe,  April  9,  1874, 

Sudden  Deaths. — Sept.  28,  1S74,  Deacon 
George  Hills  of  East  Poultney,  died  suddenly, 
aged  85  years.  On  Thursday,  Oct.  2,  his 
nephew,  Edward  Hills  of  South  Granville, 
was  struck  by  lightning  and  lingered  until 
Oct.  11th,  in  great  agony,  when  he  died. 

time's  changes.* 
About  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  the  month  of  Oct.,  1782,  the  writer  of  this 
brief  sketch,  left  the  good  old  State  of  "  steady 

*  This  article  wan  sent  to  ua  by  an  old  resident  of 
Poultney  or  Castleton,  the  first  year  of  our  Gazetteer. 
It  has  been  so  lorn;  since,  we  are  not  positive  as  to  the 
town  from  which  it  came.  But  as  the  towns  are  ui!j:^- 
ceut  neighbors,  and  Custleton  baa  far  the  bettor  fur- 
nished history,  and  we  promised  the  old  uiuD,  (hen 
over  80  years  of  a^e,  that  his  papers  should  appear,  we 
will  donate  it  to  Poultney.— Kd. 


habits"  in  company  with  an  elder  brother, 
and  one  other  young  man,  going  to  purchase 
wild  land  to  make  a  permanent  location  ; 
hearing  of  the  rich  soil,  and  spontaneous  pro- 
ductions of  a  tract  of  land  lying  somewhere 
towards  the  North  Pole,  known  by  the  name 
of  Otter  Creek  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  the 
soil  of  which  was  represented,  to  be  of  that 
richness  that  from  "  one  pound  of  the  surface, 
a  pint  of  oil  might  be  extracted  for  family 
use."  I  now  recollect  a  few  lines  of  an  old 
song  composed  by  the  poet  Rowley,  and 
often  sung  in  high  glee,  by  the  first  settlers. 

"The  feathered  goose  and  duck,  they  make  our  bed," 
The  Beaver,  Coon  and  Fox,  they  crown  our  head, 
The  harmless  Moose  and  Deer,  are  food,  and  clothes  to 
wear. 

Nature  could  do  no  more  for  any  land." 

We  commenced  our  journey  on  horse-back, 
almost  the  only  mode  of  traveling  in  those 
days,  wagons  drawn  by  horse  or  horses 
being  unheard  of  at  that  period,  in  Connecti- 
cut. Accordingly  we  provided  ourselves  each 
with  large  saddle-bags  well  filled  with  prov- 
ender for  our  horses,  and  provisions  for  the 
journey,  and  to  add  to  the  novelty  of  the  ex- 
pedition, a  young  miss  of  twelve  or  fourteen, 
was  placed  on  a  Pillion  behind  me  to  return 
to  her  parents  in  Clarendon.  Thus  equiped 
we  commenced  our  journey,  and  proceeded 
for  four  or  five  days,  when  we  arrived  at  the 
house  occupied  by  the  parents  of  the  young 
lady  in  Clarendon,  where  we  rested  over  the 
Sabbath,  and  early  on  Monday  morning  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey  northward  ;  an  hour's 
ride  brought  us  to  a  place,  by  the  name  of 
"  Togg  village"  being  in  the  town  of  Fair- 
field, alias  Rutland.  This  place  consisted  of 
a  number  of  respectable  log  dwellings,  where 
the  Rutland  Park  attracts  so  much  attention  : 
here  our  passage  was  somewhat  obstructed 
by  deep  mud.  Not  far  in  advance,  however 
we  discovered  men  and  oxen  wallowing  in 
the  black  soil,  with  poles  for  constructing  a 
section  of  Bail  Road,  who  seeing  us  in  trou- 
ble very  politely  reccommended  us  to  leave 
the  main  road,  turn  into  the  wood  on  our 
right,  to  the  east,  where  we  should  find  a 
cow  path  leading  northwardly,  that  would 
conduct  us  to  the  main  road  in  about  half  a 
mile. — We  readily  complied  and  soon  found 
ourselves  in  a  most  delightful  forest,  where 
the  woodman's  axe  had  not  been  permitted 
to  mar  nature's  sublime  works. 

Those  who  had  rarely  wandored  from  3 
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home  situated  among  the  rocky  hills  in  the 
vicinity  of  Strafford,  Connecticut,  could  but 
view  the  scene  before  ua  with  wonder  and 
surprise  as  the  eye  surveyed  the  enchanting 
prospect  before  us.  The  enormous  maple, 
beech,  basswood  and  elms,  with  their  straight 
bodies  and  towering  heads,  would  create 
sensations  of  no  ordinary  character.  The 
deep  rich  soil,  covered  with  the  nettle  and 
leek — the  open  prospect  to  look  through  the 
foliage,  these  and  many  other  attractions, 
richly  repaid  the  traveler,  for  his  detainment. 
We  however  soon  regained  the  main  road, 
and  stoped  a  few  minutes  to  divest  our  clothes 
of  a  quantity  of  the  native  soil  which  form- 
ed a  rich  covering  to  man  and  beast.  We 
now  found  the  road  northward  to  the  Fort 
in  Pitteford,  which  was  situated  on  the  hill 
nearly  three  miles  beyond  the  present  village. 
The  road  was  cleared  wide  enough  to  accom- 
modate the  transportation  of  military  stores 
to  the  Fort  during  the  war.  At  this  noted 
rendezvous  we  arrived  about  one  o'clock  p. 
M.,  where  we  found  a  place  of  entertainment 
in  one  of  the  barracks  kept  by  a  Mr.  Handy, 
who  informed  us  that  there  was  no  road  of 
travel  further  north.  The  only  alternative  was 
to  make  a  raft  and  proceed  down  the  creek  by 
water  otherwise  on  foot  on  the  bank  of  the 
creek.  Prefering  the  latter  course,  we  shoul- 
dered our  wallets  and  boldly  sallied  forth, 
the  only  directory  being  marked  trees.  Not 
dreaming  of  an  attack  from  the  winged  in- 
habitants who  resided  about  the  stagnant 
waters — here  we  halted  to  prepare  for  self- 
defence,  by  arming  and  equipping,  and  mask- 
ing our  faces  ;  we  traveled  along  until  the 
dusk  of  the  evening,  when  we  arrived  at  a 
small  log  cabin  situated  on  the  bank  of  the 
creek,  being  the  residence  of  the  noted  Dr. 
Shelden.  Here  necessity  compelled  us  to 
take  shelter  for  the  night,  as  there  was  no 
safe  way  of  traveling  after  dark  through  this 
uncultivated  forest.  Tne  first  object  that 
arrested  my  attention  on  entering  the  door, 
was  a  huge  figure  in  female  attire,  the  only 
mark  that  designated  her  as  belonging  to 
the  feminine  species.  The  doctor  lay  extend- 
ed on  his  bed  of  straw,  piteously  groaning 
under  a  severe  fit  of  the  asue. 

We,  however  by  the  hospitable  laws  of 
the  country  were  entitled  to  a  share  of  their 
best  provisions  and  accommodations  for  the 
night ;  although  they  kept  neither  waiter  nor 
cook,  (the  doctor  and  his  spouse  constituted 


the  whole  family,)  yet  strange  as  it  may 
appear  to  the  people  of  fashion,  the  table 
was  in  a  few  moments  replenished  with  a  rich 
dessert  of  pumpkin  and  milk,  which  we  were 
informed  was  the  best  as  it  was  the  only  arti- 
cle of  provision  the  mansion  afforded.  Cere- 
monies which  take  up  much  time  with  the  gay 
and  fashionable,  which  I  always  considered 
superfluous  and  even  distressing  to  the  hun- 
gry soul,  were  here  omitted.  It  therefore 
took  but  a  few  moments  to  finish  our  supper, 
notwithstanding  our  progress  was  somewhat 
retarded  for  a  lack  of  eating  utensils,  as  ona 
bowl  and  spoon  were  all  we  were  permitted 
to  use  ;  whether  this  deficiency  was  from  mis- 
fortune or  tradition,  I  did  not  learn,  as  I  had 
been  accustomed  "  to  eat,"  asking  no  ques- 
tions "  for  conscience  sake." 

Having  disposed  of  supper,  the  fatigues  of 
the  day  produced  a  debility  of  spirit,  and  I 
sank  back  upon  my  seat  and  indulged  in  a 
train  of  profound  meditation,  the  prospect  be- 
fore me  was  gloomy,  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  future  were  spread  out  before  me  in  a 
dreary,  inauspicious  view.  I  began  to  "  think 
of  the  leeks  and  onions"  of  old  Connecticut, 
when,  I  could  eat  bread  to  the  full ;  now  my 
soul  loathed  this  light  food.  Soon,  however 
we  were  permitted  to  take  lodging  on  a  floor 
of  split  basswood,  where  probably  I  might 
have  forgotten  my  situation  for  a  time,  had 
I  not  been  precluded  that  enjoyment  by  a 
countless  host  of  creeping,  many  footed, 
blood-sucking  gentry  by  which  I  was  assail- 
ed, and  against  which  I  was  under  the  ae- 
cessity  of  maintaining  active  hostilities  dar- 
ing the  long  night.  Early  in  the  morning 
we  sallied  forth,  making  a  sort  of  Dutch  de- 
fence, in  a  shameful  retreat  from  the  field  of 
combat,  and  continued  our  journey  north- 
ward, without  participating  in  a  breakfast 
scene  with  our  kind  hostess.  We  having  pur- 
sued, a  few  miles,  a  foot  path  that  brought  us 
to  a  small  opening  at  the  falls  where  Conant 
furnace  now  stands,  then  consisting  of  a  log 
hut,  surrounded  by  a  most  gloomy  forest 
of  pine  and  hemlock,  that  eclipsed  the  sun  at 
its  meridian  height,  and  whose  inhabitants 
were  those  solitary  birds  of  night,  that  were 
continually  sounding  their  tuneful  notea  of 
hoo,  hoo,  hoou. 

Having  passed  this  lonely  spot,  wh  re  the 
flourishing  village  of  Brandon,  (then  N<  *h  L»e) 
now  stands,  we  pursued  our  journey  by  mark- 
ed trees  and  slight  footprints.   Leaving  the 
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creek  path,  and  bearing  to  the  right,  about 
two  miles  brought  us  to  another  new  settler's 
but,  where  we  were  somewhat  amused  as  we 
drew  near  the  house  and  observed  some  half 
a  dozen  little  juveniles,  playing  hi  the  dirt, 
nearly  in  a  state  of  nudity,  and  who  manifes- 
ted their  surprise  at  seeing  human  beings  by 
secreting  themselves  in  a  large,  hollow  log 
that  lay  near  the  house.  We  halted  and  al- 
layed our  thirst  from  a  beautiful  spring  of 
pure  water,  that  partially  restored  the  ener- 
gy of  a  famishing  stomach,  and  enabled  us  to 
prosecute  our  travels  somewhere  about  three 
miles  through  a  mass  of  wind-falls,  that  took 
us  to  the  place  of  our  destination  in  the  town 
of  Leicester,  Vt.  Here  we  were  greeted  in 
a  friendly  manner,  and  made  welcome  to 
such  provisions  as  the  country  afforded,  such 
as  dried  Moose  meat,  "  hoe-cake,"  pumpkin 
sauce  and  corn  dodgers,  with  a  cup  of  excel- 
lent coffee,  made  from  old  Connecticut  roast- 
ed peas.  This,  too  was  a  real  luxury  in  our 
then  famished  condition.  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  paint  the  feeling  of  mind,  during  a  few 
lonely  months,  nor  to  relate  the  many  inci- 
dents of  forest  life.  "  Behold,  are  they  not 
written  in  a  book."  E.  Child. 

DWIGHT  SHEPHERD  BLISS. 

Born  in  Poultney,  1827,  died  of  consump- 
tion June  5,  1847.  A  natural  artist,  he  left 
specimens  in  landscape  and  historical  paint- 
ing, remarkable  for  one  who  never  had  a 
tutor.  He  was  passionately  fond,  moreover 
of  music  and  poetry.  From  his  manuscript 
poems  we  have  chosen  the  following,  the  last 
of  which  was  written  but  a  few  weeks  before 
his  death. 

LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

Oh  !  I  love  little  children,  so  pretty  they  be, 

With  the  bright  sparkling  eye,  and  the  accent  of  glee, 

The  cheek  and  its  dimple,  the  lip  and  its  smile 

The  thought  and  the  feeling,  the  freedom  from  guile. 

I  love  little  children, — so  artless  their  ways, 
So  courtless  of  favor,  so  careless  of  praise, — 
So  pure  the  delight  which  their  pleasure  imparts, 
As  freely  it  gushes  from  innocent  hearts. 

I  love  them  when  cheerful,  I  love  them  when  sad. 
Oh!  would  they  might  ever  be  happy  and  glad, 
I  love  their  wild  langhter,  their  fret'  gushing  tears, 
Their  joys  and  their  sorrows,  their  hopes  and  their 
fears. 

I  love  little  children, — so  sweetly  they  trust, 
In  the  arm  that  supports  them, — though  be  it  of  dust, 
They  lie  dowu  at  evening,  rise  up  in  the  morn, 
Mhttrustiug  uo  evil,  and  fearless  of  harm. 


I  love  little  children, — so  pure  in  their  love, — 

So  like  to  that  cherished  by  angels  above, — 

To  me  they're  like  angels, — sent  down  here  to  dwell; — 

Ohl  I  love  Httle children, — I  love  them  right  welL 

EARTHLY  FRIENDS  IN  HEAVEN. 
Is  it  wrong  to  wish  to  see  them 

Who  were  so  dear  to  us  on  earth; 
Who  have  gotie  to  heavenly  mansions,— 

Who  surround  a  brighter  hearth? 

la  it  wrong  to  hope  to  meet  them 

Yet,  »pon  that  blissful  shore, 
And  with  songs  of  joy  to  meet  them 
When  this  toil  of  life  is  o'er? 

Is  it  wrong  to  think  them  nearer 
Thau  the  many  of  the  blest 

Who  to  ds  on  earth  were  strangers- 
Must  we  love  them  like  the  rest? 

I've  a  mother  up  in  Heaven, 

And  0!  tell  me  if  ye  will, 
Will  the  mother  know  her  children,— 

Will  she  recollect  them  still  ? 

Can  she  look  down  from  those  windows 
To  this  dark  and  distant  shore  ? 

Will  she  kuow  wheu  I  am  coming,— 
Will  she  meet  me  at  the  d»or? 

Will  she  clasp  me  to  her  bosom 

In  her  testacy  of  joy  ? 
Will  she  ever  be  my  mother, — 

Shall  I  always  be  her  boy  I 

And,  thou  loved  one,  who  didst  leave  us 

In  the  morning  of  thy  bloom, 
Dearest  sister,  shall  I  meet  thee 

When  I  go  beyond  the  tomb  ? 

Shall  I  see  thy  lovely  features, — 
Shall  I  hear  thy  pleasant  words, 

Sounding  o'er  my  spirit's  harp-strings 
Like  the  melody  of  birds  ? 

And  I  think  me  of  another. 

Of  a  darling  little  one, 
Who  wen-t  up  among  the  angels, 

Ere  hi*  life  had  scarce  begun  ; 

0 !  I  long  once  more  to  see  him, 

And  to  fold  him  in  my  arms 
As  I  did  when  he  was  with  ns, 

With  his  thousand  budding  charms. 

And  will  death  alone  unfold  ns 

AH  about  the  Christian's  homo? 
Mast  we  pass  the  narrow  valley 

E'ro  we  reach  the  glory-dome? 
Aye,  'tis  true  the  soul  must  suffer 

And  be  bowed  with  Knguish  down, 
E're  'tis  fitted  for  its  dwelling, 

E're  'tis  ready  for  its  crown. 
And  ten  thousand  the  emotions 

Crowding  round  the  anxious  heart 
When  its  weary  strings  are  breaking, 

When  it  f -ols  it  must  depart. 
BntO  Jesm!  Bb-ssed  Jesus! 

Thou  art  love  without  alloy, 
Thou  wilt  meet  and  tliou  wilt  bless  a*. 

Thou  wilt  give  us  perfect  joy. 


POULTNEY. 
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AM03  P.  BLISS, 

Brother  of  Dwight  S.,  died  at  Poultney, 
Dec.  27,  1853,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  quiet,  unpretending  young  man 
of  delicate  health  for  several  years  be- 
fore his  death.  Deep  and  beautiful  were  his 
admirations  of  his  brother'6  poetical  talent, 
amounting  almost  to  reverence.  Side  by  side 
sleep  these  two  young  brothers. 

I  THINK  OF  THEM  OFTEN. 

BT  A.  P.  BLISS. 

I  think  of  them  often  In  pleasant  spring  time, 
"When  the  green  old  hills  echo  the  sabbath  bells 
chime, 

When  the  flowers  their  beauties  begin  to  nnfold, 
With  their  green  shaded  borders  and  petals  of  gold; 
When  the  birds  are  returning  once  more  to  their 
bowers, 

To  warble  sweet  tones  all  the  bright  sunny  hours ; 
When  the  warm  breath  of  spring  cometh  soft  o'er  the 
plain 

And  all  nature  is  budding  in  beauty  again. 

And  then  when  sweet  summer  comes  tripping  along, 
With  her  bright  sunny  glances  and  voices  of  song; 
When  the  fields  are  all  clad  in  a  mantle  of  green, 
And  nought  but  the  *"re»hnes9  of  beauty  is  seen  ; 
Oh !  then  do  I  think  of  the  dear  ones  that  rest, 
From  the  world  and  its  cares,  in  the  home  of  the  blest, 
Who  left  these  bright  scones  that  to  mortals  are  given 
For  far  brighter  ones  in  the  mansions  of  heaven  S 

And  I  think  of  them  often  when  Autnmn  is  nigh, 
When  the  shrilly  winds  whistle,  and  mournfully  sigh  ; 
When  the  leaves  of  the  forest  in  crimson  and  gold, 
Are  passing  away  like  a  "tale  that  is  told;" 
When  all  nature  is  wearing  the  marks  of  decay, 
I  thiuk  of  the  loved  ones  that  faded  away  : 
Of  the  bright  hectic  flush  and  the  ever  brilliant  eye 
Alas  1  'twas  the  beauty  just  budding  to  die. 

ISIDORE. 

BT   WM.  MC  LEOD.  * 

We  often  walked  at  even  tide 

Our  hands  did  never  meet, 
We  often  sat — 6he  by  my  side 

Yet  distant  and  discreet — 
For  we  were  friends  and  nothing  more 
Lochiel  and  Isidore. 

Alone  we  were,  most  strangely  cold 

And  nought  could  either  say, 
We  would  not  be  imagined  bold,  1 

So  each  would  look  the  other  way  : 
Since  we  were  friends  and  nothing  more, 
Lochiel  and  Isidore. 

But  'mid  the  gay  and  careless  crowd, 
Her  glance  my  soul  would  thrill : 

Half  vexed  I  blushed,  thouch  I  was  proud 
My  heart  would  not  be  still, 

Though  we  were  friends  aud  nothing  more, 
Lochiel  and  Isidore. 

*  See  also  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Vt.,  Eva  Fat,  page 
259,  sent  by  him  when  wo  were  gathering  material  for 
that  work.   He  has  since  died.  Ed. 
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One  eve  we  sat  our  usual  way, 

But  sat  not  far  opart, 
Our  eyes  were  moist,  we  were  not  gay, 

Next  morn  we  were  to  part : 
Still  we  were  friends  and  nothing  more, 
Lochiel  and  Isidore. 

I  gently  took  her  snowy  hand, 

Our  lips  approached  quite  near, 
I  clasped  her  waist's  encircling  band 

And  whispered  low  yet  clear, 
Then  are  we  friends  and  nothing  more, 
Lochiel  and  Isidore  ? 

Our  souls  united  in  a  glance, 

The  bond  our  lips  did  seal, 
We  woke  as  from  a  dreamy  trance 

To  know,  for  woe  or  weal, 
That  we  were  friends  and  something  more, 
Lochiel  and  Isidore. 

SADNESS  AND  JOY. 

BT  REV.  JOHN  OOADBT. 

Alone,  reclined  on  verdant  bank, 
I  thought  of  when  my  spirit  drank 

Of  pleasures  stream. 

Those  by-gone  scenes  I  then  reviewed, 
And  thought  perhaps  they'll  be  renewed, 
But  'twas  a  dream. 

A  sickly  dream  of  feverish  youth, 
For  should  they  now  return,  in  truth, 
They  would  be  vain. 

Unlike  and  vain  they  ali  would  be, 
No  pleasure  in  them  wonld  I  see, 

Nothing  but  pain. 

My  head  was  light, — my  hope  was  young, 
I  thought  not,  felt  not  that  they  sting, 
Will  she  recollect  them  still  ? 

My  vagrant  breast. 

But  now  I  call  to  mind  each  scene, 
Each  foolish  wish,  Utopian  scheme, 

That  promisod  rest. 

But  youth's  light  heart  has  power  to  fling 
'  A  mystic  halo  round  each  sting 

That  seeks  the  heart. 

How  foolishly  did  I  believe 
How  wantonly  did  hope  deceive, 

And  mock  my  smart. 

Deceitful  world,  but  thou  hast  taught, 
Me  upward  to  direct  my  thought 

And  heavenward  climb. 

To  spurn  thy  shadowy  vanities, 
Alone  to  expect  realities 

In  yonder  clime. 

MARION  HOOKER  ROE. 

Marion  Procella,  eldest  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel F.  Hooker  was  born  in  Poultney,  Jan. 
28,  1*27.  Her  mother  died  before  she  had 
attained  her  fourth  y»\ir — Mary  M  irt  .i 
Hooker.  It  has  been  said  the  daughter  di  i 
not  inherit  the  mother's  personal  beauty.  B<3 
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this  as  it  may,  she  did  inherit  that  beauty  of 
soul  which  tinged  with  glorious  hues  the  im- 
mortal gem.  After  her  mother's  death  she 
lived  for  four  years  with  her  maternal  grand- 
parents, in  the  town  of  Underhill,  that  lies 
literally  among  the  hills  in  the  shadow  of 
Mansfield,  highest  of  the  Green  Mountain 
range ;  and  the  tender  imaginative  child 
amid  the  wild  and  mystic  scenery  that  sur- 
rounded the  mountain  home  of  Peter  Martin, 
grew  with  a  love  for  nature  in  all  its  varied 
forms,  imprinted  upon  her  mind  so  a3  to  be- 
come a  part  of  her  very  being. 

At  seven  the  second  marriage  of  her  fath- 
er, brought  Marion  and  her  brother  Lucius 
about  2  years  younger,  again  under  the  pa- 
ternal roof,  and  in  1837,  the  erection  of  Troy 
Conference  Academy  in  Poultney  village 
opened  another  important  leaf  in  this  fair 
life.  The  school  was  early  opened  in  '36,  a 
year  before  the  erection  of  the  present  spacious 
buildings.  Marion,  nine  years  of  age,  was 
among  the  first  and  youngest  it  is  presumed, 
to  avail  herself  of  its  benefits,  and  for  nearly 
12  years,  its  palmiest  days,  was  indentified 
with  the  school  either  as  scholar  or  teacher. 
In  the  summer  of  1844,  she  received  the  first 
diploma  awarded  at  T.  C.  A.  She  next  en- 
tered Troy  Female  Seminary,  where  she 
graduated  in  1845  with  the  highest  honors 
of  her  class,  her  essay  being  one  of  three  ac- 
corded the  honor  of  publication.  The  T.  C.  A. . 
Casket,  a  monthly  periodical  published  while 
she  was  a  teacher  in  the  school,  preserves  in 
most  of  its  numbers  the  impress  of  her  pen. 

In  May,  1848,  Miss  Hooker  entered  as 
a  teacher  the  Burlington  Female  Seminary 
She  writes  to  her  future  husband,  May  18, 
"  Mr.  Converse  introduced  me  together  with 
Mr.  Mott,  a  new  music  teacher,  to  the  school. 
After  dining  at  the  Seminary,  Mr.  C.  escor- 
ted me  to  my  boarding  place,  where  I  have 
the  supervision  of  several  young  ladies  for 
•whom  there  was  no  room  in  the  building. 
Since  that  time.  I  have  heard  recitations  in 
half  the  studies,  in  school.  I  s.ispect  they  are 
trying  me.  If  the  French  teacher  who  is  ab- 
sent and  sick,  does  not  return,  I  am  to  take 
his  place,  otherwise  I  take  Botany,  Rhetoric 
and  Philosophy  in  addition  to  my  painting 
class.  The  first  day  Mr.  C.  told  me  lie  had  a 
very  good  account  of  my  decision  in  govern- 
ment. High,  ho!  wouid'nt  one  take  me  to 
he  an  elderly  lady  in  can  and  specs?'1  "1 
have  a  charming  home  here  *  „  *  my 
room  commands  a  magnificent  prospect  of  the 
lake  and  village,  and  the  far  oil  hills  and  is 
furnished  with  taste  and  elegance.  The  fam- 
ily is  that  of  the  late  Dr  M.  and  they  are 


very  agreeable  and  kind.  Mrs.  M.  is  pas- 
sionately fond  of  flowers  and  cultivates  a 
beautiful  and  large  garden." 

**  June  21.  I  received  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Willard  last  week,  oifenng  me  a  situation  in 
Virginia.  I  communicated  the  contents  to 
Mr.  Converse,  and  he  declared  he  could  not 
spare  me,  but  he  would  furnish  a  substitute. 

*  *  *  Burlington  is  a  very  gay  place 
and  I  am  of  necessity  much  in  company,  but 
I  never  forget  the  future  and  have  no  fears 
that  my  present  societv  will  unfit  me  for  the 
quiet  pleasures  and  holy  duties  which  will  be 
nnne.'  *  *  *  "I  now  have  charge  of  the 
French  department,  four  large  classes.  My 
class  in  oil  painting  is  quite  large,  and  I  am 
commencing  with  a  class  in  water  colors  so 
that,  with  my  share  of  the  mathematics,"  I 
have  my  hands  full.    But  I  am  happy." 

*  *  *  "I  have  been  talking  upon  the 
one  great  subject  this  evening — I  trust  hum- 
bly. *  *  *  I  am  becoming  a  child  of 
God  and  I  wish  very  much  to  manifest  my 
attachment  to  Him  by  uniting  with  some 
branch  of  His  earthly  church.  But,  ever 
since  I  began  to  feel  tins  desire,  I  have  hoped 
that  we  might  together  dedicate  ourselves  to 
God,  and  I  have  almost  resolved  to  wait 
until  it  can  be  so.  And  yet,  I  think  I  should 
be  better  and  happier  if  I  had  shaped  my 
creed  and  promised  to  abide  by  it.  Yes, 
wherever  your  life-path  may  lie  my  place  is 
by  your  side,  and  oh  !  how  lightly  shall  I 
tread  the  roughest  and  darkest  passes  with 
your  arm  around  me  and  God  above  me!" 

Miss  Hooker  was  married  to  Alva  Dunning 
Roe,  Sept.  6,  1349,  and  New  Year's  morning, 
1S55,  both  united  with  the  Congregational 
church.  I  think  Mr.  Roe  was  afterwards 
ordained  as  a  clergyman,  and  bears  the  title 
of  Reverend.  But,  during  the  life  of  his 
wife,  he  chiefly  devoted  his  life  to  teaching, 
being  almost  always  assisted  by  his  wife,  who 
really  had  an  extraordinary  gift  for  this  vo- 
cation. Marion's  first  birdling  appeared  in 
her  happy  nest  on  the  first  anniversary  of  her 
bridal  morn,  and  she  made  almost  as  inimi- 
table a  mother  as  teacher.  She  still  con- 
tinued to  teach  with  her  husband,  and  seemed 
equally  successful  as  mother,  housekeeper,  or 
teacher,  at  one  and  the  same  time.  How  she 
could  so  manage  was  only  a  very  acreeable 
wonder.  We  became  acquainted  while  they 
were  teaching  in  Bellows  Falls.  She  had 
three  lovely  children  at  this  time.  Her  home 
was  a  cheery  spot  into  which  to  drop  for  a 
little  visit.  Later  they  removed  to  Salisbury, 
Or.,  where  her  hur>band  and  she  conducted 
the  Salisbury  Seminary.  It  was  while  there, 
we  learned,  with  deep  roqivt,  of  her  Budden 
death.  She  died,  Aug.  IS,  1863,  from  appar- 
Uutly  but  an  ordinary  attack  of  neuralgia, 
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apoplexy  setting  in,  the  night  of  the  17th, 
and,  alone  with  her  two  little  sons  and  the 
servant  girl,  the  husband  being  absent  for  a 
few  days  on  a  visit  with  their  little  daughter, 
at  his  brother's,  in  Brookfieid,  Ct.  Followed 
by  her  very  deeply  bereft  family,  and  a 
throng  of  pupils  and  friends  gathered  from 
the  adjacent  fields  of  her  latest  labors,  she 
was  buried  first  in  the  Salisbury  cemetery, 
but,  in  the  following  Spring,  her  husband 
removed  her  remains  to  her  native  place,  at 
which  time  memorial  services  were  held. 
Rev.  Dr.  Newman,  her  former  teacher  and 
appreciating  friend,  delivered  a  chaste  and 
grateful  tribute  to  her  memory,  followed  by 
a  graphic  sketch  of  her  life  from  her  fellow 
townsman,  Henry  Clark,  Esq. 

*'  She  seemed,"  he  said,  "  to  have  a  natural 
gift  for  imparting  knowledge  Much  of  it 
she  may  have  inherited  from  her  mother,  who 
was  a  successful  and  accomplished  teacher." 
Some  years  ago,  at  a  meeting  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  at  Bellows  Falls,  while 
ehe  was  connected  with  the  Union  School  at 
that  place,  there  was  on  the  evening  of  the 
first  day  a  social  gathering  of  the  teachers  and 
friends  of  education.  Among  the  gentlemen 
called  upon  for  brief  addresses  was  the  Rev. 
C.  C.  Parker,  of  the  Congregational  church, 
and  his  subject  was  "  The  Model  Teacher." 
"  1  have,"  said  he,  "  in  my  mind,  a  model 
teacher.  She  was  a  lady  of  dignified  man- 
ners, graceful  mien,  and  cultivated  taste. 
She  was  earnest,  faithful  and  kind — winning 
the  love  and  confidence  of  all  her  pupils  ;  and 
the  possessed  the  rare  power  of  impressing 
her  own  spirit  upon  all  with  whom  she  came 
in  contact.  To  her  instructions  do  I  owe, 
under  God,  the  turning-point  in  my  early 
life,  and  others  can  pay  the  same  tribute  of 
afi'ection  and  gratitude  to  her  memory.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  giving  her  name,  for  I 
shall  never  forget  the  labors,  the  love  and 
faithfulness  of  my  model  teacher  —  Mary 
Martin."  At  the  moment,  Mrs.  Roe  was 
standing  by  my  side,  and,  as  he  announced 
the  name,  she  exclaimed,  "  That  was  my 
mother's  name  !"  and  truly  it  was  her  mother 
that  had  been  so  eloquently  described  ;  and 
the  speaker  continued  : — "I  have  this  night 
met,  among  the  teachers  assembled  in  this 
room,  the  daughter  of  my  model  teacher  ; 
and,  when  I  saw  her,  I  knew  not  whether  to 
exclaim,  0  mater  pulchra,  filia  pulchcnor,  or, 
O  filia  pulchra,  mater  pulcherior  J  but  I  fi- 
nally said  to  myself,  U  mater  et  filia  pul- 
cherrimcs !" 

Mrs.  Roe  left  three  children:  Harvey 
Hooker,  of  12  years;  Minnie,  aged  10,  and 
Alva  Lucius,  aged  8  years.  In  this  connec- 
tion, we  cannot  refrain  from  giving  yet  on© 
more  little  characteristic  note. 


"  July  7,  1S56. 
My  dear  sister  Augusta :    *     *     *  We 
intend  to  go  to  Pittsiord  the  23th,  and,  after 

spending  a  few  days  with  Minnie  W  , 

come  down  to  Poukney.  1  do  not  know 
what  you  will  do  with  my  troop  ( row  )  of 
little  Roes. 

Very  affectionately, 

Marion." 

Mrs.  Roe  contributed  to  both  volumes  of 
our  "  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Vermont."  From, 
a  memorial  volume  published  by  her  hus- 
band, we  make  the  following  selection  from 
her  writings. 

"  Home  Scenes  and  Heart  Tints  :  A  Memorial 
of  Mrs.  Marion  H.  Hoe:  12  mo.,  208  pp., 
New  York;  John  F.  Trow  &  Co.,  Printers, 
40  Green  Street,  1805." — A  pleasant  vol- 
ume to  the  many  friends  of  Mrs  Roe. 
Ed. 

THE  TWO  HOMES. 

BT  MARIOS  H.  ROE. 

I  had  a  home,  a  pleasant  home, 

And  in  that  dear  old  hall, 
I  was  the  merriest,  gladdest  thing, 

The  petted  one  of  all. 
Now  iu  my  own  familiar  room 

A  stranger's  face  is  seen, 
And  other  forms  are  at  the  board, 

Where  I  so  oft  have  been, 
And  other  hands  attend  my  flowers 

And  feed  my  singing  birds  ; 
And  other  fingers  sweep  the  lyre 

And  others  chant  the  words 
That  ever  at  the  twilight  honr 

My  father  loved  to  hear  ; 
They  had  o'er  me  a  holy  power 

They  were  to  him  so  dear. 
He  told  me  why  he  loved  that  lay 

It  was  my  mother's  hymn 
And  she  now  joins  the  full-voiced  choir 

With  flaming  seraphim. 
I  have  a  home — a  lowly  home, 

Where  love  stays  all  day  louj,  . 
And  I  no  longer  care  to  gain 

The  pleasure-seeing  throng. 
Nor  would  I,  if  I  could  retrace 

My  childhood's  sunny  track, 
Nor  even  for  one  moment  call 

My  haughty  girlhood  back. 
For  I  am  very  happy  now 

Despite  my  orphaned  lot, 
And  tho"  my  heart  still  yearns  for  those 

Who  cannot  bo  forgot 
I  glory  in  the  noble  one 

Beside  whose  steps  I  tread, 
And  look  with  rapturous  delight 

Upon  tho  little  head 
That  nestles  iu  my  bosom,  aud 

I  thank  my  U<n1  above 
For  His  beat  earthly  gift  to  na — 

This  blessed  human  love. 
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SEWING  CIRCLE  SONG. 

BT  MARIOS  H.  ROB. 
Sisters  there  Is  work  to  do 

Sew,  sisters,  sew  1 
Press  the  shining  needle  through, 

Sew,  sisters,  sew ! 
Wintry  winds  are  howling  round  ; 
Snow-wrapt  lies  the  frozen  ground, 
Hunger  has  its  victims  found  ; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew  I 
'Tis  no  time  for  idling  now 

Sew,  sisters,  sew  I 
We  must  brighten  many  »  brow; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew ! 
Pain  and  care  imploring  stand  ; 
Starving  children  stretch  the  hand 
To  our  friendly  sister-baud; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew. 
Not  in  vain,  we  labor  thus; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew ! 
There's  a  rich  reward  for  us ; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew  I 
Garret  high  and  dungeon  dread, 
Basement  dim  and  dy-iug  bed 
Pour  their  blessings  on  our  head; 

Sew,  sisters,  sew  I 

SONG  OF  PEACE. 

BT  MARIO*  H.  ROE. 

Thou  art  beautiful,  0,  Peace; 

Thou  comest  like  summer  beams, 
Like  the  glad,  golden  hour 

Of  plenty  in  her  dreams, 
Lift  up  thy  holy  voice, 

It  may  not  be  in  vain; 
The  earth's  bright  page — the  golden  age 

May  glad  our  world  again  ; 
Let  us  love — love  on. 
Thou  art  beautiful,  0  Peace: 

Earth  spreads  a  teeming  store 
With  b>  ighter  hopes  of  heaven 

Vain  man !  what  would  ye  more: 
Away  with  wasting  war, 

Away  with  ruffian  might; 
A  brother's  hand  without  a  brand 

Can  guard  a  brother's  right: 
Let  us  love — love  on. 
Thon  art  beautiful,  0,  Peace! 

The  hour  is  coming  fast 
When  the  earth  no  more  shall  start 

At  the  war-trumpet's  blast 
When  every  man  shall  sit 

Beneath  his  own  tig-tree, 
Content  in  mind  that  all  mankind 

Are  brothers — let  it  b<»: 
Let  us  love  on — love  on. 

MAY  DAY  SONG. 

BT  MARION  U.  ROS. 
May-day  morning,  bright  and  clear, 
May-day  morn  at  last  is  here; 
Haste  us  to  the  woods  away, 
For  'tis  nature's  festal  day. 
Choose  our  fairest  and  our  best, 
Crown  her  queen  of  all  the  rest, 


Kneel  before  her  rural  throne 

And  her  gentle  sceptre  own. 

Deck  her  with  a  crown  more  rare 

Than  the  tyrant's  brow  doth  wear ; 

Amarinth  and  myrtle  vine 

Round  her  fair  young  brow  entwine. 

'Mid  their  emerald  leaves  weave  in 

Diamonds  of  jessamine; 

Shame  the  turquois  azure  hue 

With  the  sweet  wild  violet's  blue; 

Let  the  chanceful  opal  be 

Zephyr's  child,  anemone; 

Ruby's  gleam  and  sapphire's  light 

Dazzle  not  our  >lay-queen's  sight; 

Richer  gems  uround  her  fall  , 

Plucked  from  nature's  coronal; 

Fairer  hues  to  her  we  bring, 

Firstlings  of  the  blushing  Spring  ; 

Strew  with  fragrant  flowers  her  way, 

Crown  her,  hail  her,  Queeu  of  May. 

BEAR  BACK  THE  DEAD. 

BT  REV.  ALVA  H.  ROE. 

Bear  back  the  dead  to  her  childhood's  home! 

To  her  own — her  dear  Green  Mountain  land; 
Let  the  wild  flower  bloom  on  her  hallowed  tomb 

By  Northern  breezes  gently  fanned. 
Bear  back  the  dead  !  where  her  merry  voice 

Rang  clear  and  sweet  as  the  spring  bird's  note; 
No  more  those  tones  will  our  heart  rejoice, 

Their  music  no  more  on  the  glad  air  float. 

Bear  back  the  dead!  where  the  shadows  fall 
Of  learning's  loved  and  honored  shrine, 

Where  long  she  bent  bar  earnest  soul 
To  gather  gems  from  wisdom's  mine. 

Bear  back  the  dead  !  to  that  sacred  fane 
Where  faith's  first  spark  to  lite  was  fanned  ; 

Where  her  young  heart  caught,  0,  not  in  vain  I 
"Glad  tidings"  of  "the  better  land." 

Bear  back  the  dead !  where  her  troth  was  plight, 

Where  she  gave  in  trust  her  hand, 
With  love  that  grew  each  day  more  bright, 

Till  perfect  mid  the  heavenly  laud. 

Bear  back  the  dead!  in  peace  to  rest , 

Her  work  is  well  and  nobly  done  ; 
Now  free  in  mansions  of  the  blest, 

She  wears  the  crown  the  cross  hath  won. 
Bear  back  the  dead  I  where  the  loved  and  true 

Will  gather  round  her  cherished  grave, 
Where  memory's  tear  will  its  turf  bedew, 

Aud  bid  sweet  flowerets  o'er  it  wave. 
Bear  back  the  dead  !  where  the  scattered  band, 

Who  lived  in  the  light  of  her  earnest  love, 
Pilgrims  may  come  from  a  weary  land, 

Hoping  reunion  in  the  realms  above. 

*  Written  upon  the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  her 
remains  to  Poultney.  Once  when  visiting  her,  Mrs. 
Roe  showed  us  a  cantata  written  by  herself  and  hus- 
band together  for  their  school.  It  appeared  as  the  pro- 
duction of  one  pen.  She  said  that  she  aud  her  hus- 
band frequently  wrote  an  article  in  verse  together  and 
that  sometimes  afterwards  they  themselves  could  not 
tell  which  part  each  had  written,  so  like  each  to  each , 
their  style,  both  in  thought  aud  rythin,  two  hurps 
with  but  one  chord. 
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CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 

1770.  RUTLAND  1870. 

Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Settlement  of 
Rutland,  Vt.,  October  2d,  3d,  ±th  and  5th, 
1870,  including  the  Addresses,  Historical 
Papers,  Poems.  Responses  at  the  Dinner 
Table,  etc.  Compiled  by  Chauncy  K.  Wil- 
liams. Rutland:  Tattle  &  Co.,  Printers, 
1870. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CELEBRATION. 

William  Y.  Ripley,  President;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, John  B.  Page,  Francis  Slason,  John 
Cain,  Luther  Daniels,  James  McConnell,  H. 
Hen-y  Baxter,  John  Prout,  Edwin  Edgerton, 
Thomas  I.  Osmsbee,  Lorenzo  Sheldon,  James 
Barrett,  Charles  Clement,  Azor  Capron,  Wil- 
liam Y.  W.  Ripley;  Chauncy  K.  Williams, 
Recording  Secretary  ;  Henry  Hall,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary ;  Henry  F.  Field,  Treas- 
urer ;  Edward  H.  Ripley,  Chief  Marshal  ; 
Levi  G.  Kingsley,  John  A.  Salsbury,  R.  M. 
Cross,  Assistant  Marshals. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1870,  by  notice, 
signed  by  several  citizens  and  published  in 
the  Rutland  Daily  Herald,  a  meeting  was 
called,  which  wras  largely  attended  and  re- 
Bulted  in  the  determination  to  celebrate  the 
Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Rutland  and  in  the  choice  of  a  Committee  of 
arrangements. 

This  Committee  organized  by  the  election 
of  William  Y.  Ripley,  Chairman,  Chauncy 
K.  Williams,  Recording  Secretary,  and  Henry 
Hall,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  appointed 
from  their  own  number  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  to  whom  they  committed 
all  the  details  of  the  celebration. 

The  Executive  Committee  consisted  of  Wil- 
liam Y.  Ripley,  President;  Chauncy  K.  Wil- 
liams, Recording  Secretary ;  Henry  Hall, 
Corresponding  Secretary  ;  John  Cain,  Lorenzo 
Sheldon,  Ben  K.  Chase,  Horace  H.  Dyer, 
John  M.  Hall,  Levi  G  Kingsley,  George  C. 
Hathaway,  Henry  R.  Dyer,  William  Gil- 
more,  and  William  Y.  W.  Ripley. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  by  the 
General  Committee,  and  by  the  Sub-Corn- 
mittee  of  Reception  and  Invitation. 

RUTLAND  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 

To  the  former  Residents  of  Ratlatid,  Vt.,  and 
their  descendants  : 

You  are  hereby  cordially  invited  to  attend 
and  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  ceu- 
Unnial  anniversary  of  the  first  settl.-ment  of 


Rutland,  to  be  held  the  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th 
days  of  October  next.  The  order  of  exer- 
cises will  be  substantially  as  follows,  viz. 

Sunday  Evening,  Oct.  '2d. — Sermon  bv  the 
Rev.  John  Todd,  D.  D.,  of  Pittsfield  Mass., 
with  appropriate  music. 

Monday  Oct.  3d. —  Recenjtion  of  Guests. 

In  the  evening,  Old  Folks'  Concert,  at  the 
Opera  Hall,  in  ancient  costume,  with  ancient 
music,  vocal  and  instrumental. 

Tuesday  Oct.  ith — Visit  to  the  Quarries 
and  other  places  of  interest. 

In  the  evening,  Address  by  Henry  Hall. 
Subject:  "The  Early  History  of  Rutland." 
Address  by  Chauncy  K.  Williams.  Subject: 
"  The  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Rutland." 

Wednesday  Oct.  5th. — Forenoon.  Proces- 
sion. Oration  by  Rev.  James  Davie  Butler, 
LL.  D.,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin.  Poem  by 
Mrs.  Julia  C.  R.  Dorr.  Dinner  in  the  pavil- 
ion. 

Afternoon — Toasts,  responses,  addresses, 
anecdotes,  biographies,  etc. 

Evening — Fireworks,  Promenade  Concert. 

It  is  desirable  to  know  if  your  attendance 
is  probable.  Ancient  documents  and  relics 
gladly  received. 

WILLIAM  Y.  RIPLEY,  President. 

CHAUNCY  K.  WILLIAMS,  Rec.  Sec. 

HENRY  HALL,  Cor.  Sec. 

FIRST  DAY. 

The  opening  services  connected  with  th<?> 
Centennial  Celebration  of  the  settlement  of 
Rutland  took  place  at  the  Congregational 
Church,  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  2,  1870.  At 
an  early  hour  the  people  began  to  assemble 
from  all  sections  of  the  town,  and  from  the 
neighboring  towns,  until  the  Church  was 
filled  long  before  the  services  commenced. 
At  least  1500  persons  were  seated  in  the  au- 
dience room.  In  the  arch,  in  the  rear  of  the 
pulpit,  were  the  figures  1770 — 1870,  wrought 
in  evergreens.  The  former,  trimmed  with 
stars  of  white,  emblematic  of  the  past,  and 
the  latter  with  stars  of  red,  emblematic  of 
the  active  present.  On  the  table,  in  front, 
were  beautiful  bouquets;  others  were  distri- 
buted about  the  desk,  and  rare  plants  deco- 
rated the  pulpit,  giving  an  agreeable  and 
cheerful  appearance.  Among  these  was  par- 
ticularly noticeable  a  "  Century  Plant,"  a 
beautiful  reminder  of  the  Century  the  com- 
pletion of  which  was  to  be  commemorated. 

At  7-}  o'clock  the  services  commenced  with 
the  rendering  of  a  voluntary  by  the  choir, 
accompanied  by  the  children  occupying  the 
balcony,  near  to  the  orchestra. 

Rev.  James  Davie  Butler,  LL.  D.,  of  Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin,  a  native  of  the  town,  read 
Psalm  cxxii. 
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"  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let 
lis  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Our  feet 
shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  0  Jerusalem." 

The  hymn  was  sung  :  "  Lift  up  your  heads 
eternal  gates  !  "  &c. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Aldace  Walker, 
D.  D.,  of  Wallingford,  formerly  for  many 
years  the  honored  pastor  of  the  Congregatioa- 
al  Church  in  the  West  parish,  and  the  hymn 
sung  "Come  sound  his  praise  abroad,"  &c. 

The  venerable  Rev.  John  Todd.,  D.  D.,  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  native  of  Rutland,  then 
delivered  an  eloquent  discourse. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  DR.  TODD'S  SERMOS. 

You  are  aware,   my   friends,   that  your 
beautiful  town,  lying  under  the  shadows  of 
the  Green  Mountains,    far  above  the  tide 
waters — now  just  one  hundred  years  old — 
famed  for  its  beautiful  scenery — the  quiet 
home  of  intelligence,  refinement,  and  all  that 
makes  life  pleasant,  is  destined  very  fast  to 
lose  its  old  appearance  and  change  its  charac- 
ter.   Fnterprise  has  pushed  business  into  it ; 
has  been  sleeping  under  your  fields, 
•  ;  only  for  skill  and  labor  to  come  with 
llet  and  the  chisel  and  awaken  it  into 

tV.1  v...-?      '    ...  (  i..,.Vvi  .  .-,  •;  J  ...... 


v-'ant  to  take  this  occasion,  of  the  birth 
;\  <f  the  town,  to  recall  to  your  minds 
»!  the  gospel  has,  through  this  and 
Eirauar  towns,  done  for  the  world,  and  lead 
your  thoughts  to  look  on  the  fact  that  here 
is  a  Christian  mountain  town,  which,  for 
one  century,  has  been  throwing  out  its  in- 
fluence— one  town  among  the  hundreds  of 
similar  ones  in  New  England.  I  invite  your 
thoughts  to  the  sacred  words,  M  The  moun- 
tains shall  bring  peace  to  the  people."  *  * 

Men  have  always  loved  mountains.  Per- 
haps the  reason  is  to  be  found  in  our  natural 
love  for  what  is  grand,  mysterious,  solitary 
and  unknown.  We  all  know  that  there  is  no 
rank  vegetation  on  their  sides  to  decay,  and, 
therefore,  the  air  that  plays  around  their  tops 
is  pure;  that  the  streams  that  come  from  their 
heights,  tinkling  like  the  sound  of  goHf-n 
balls  in  a  silver  cup,  are  so  clear  that  they 
remind  us  of  the  Liver  of  life  ;  that  the  halo 
lakes  and  reservoirs  hid  in  the  recesses  of  the 
mountains  are  the  head-waters  of  fertility 
and  beauty,  as  they  grow  into  rivers  ;  that 


every  particle  of  the  hard  rock  which  the 
lichen  gnaws  out,  rolls  down  to  fertilize  the 
land  ;  that  the  mountains  are  the  physical 
sources  of  peace,  the  barriers  of  invasion  from 
hostile  armies,  and  thus  bring  "  peace  to  the 
people;"  and  we  know  they  are  sources  of 
peace  in  a  moral  t>ens;e,  in  that  the  human 
mind  cannot  but  feel  the  effects  of  their  lofty 
grandeur, — the  passions  hushed  in  their  soli- 
tudes and  silence.  The  last  people  with 
whom  you  would  want  to  measure  physical 
strength,  or  meet  in  battle,  would  be  men 
who.  from  infancy,  have  breathed  the  moun- 
tain air.  And  in  the  intellectual  and. moral 
battles  of  life,  they  fall  behind  none.    *  * 

But  our  text  looks  to  something  higher 
yet.  The  mountains  where  the  Prophet  saw, 
were  gilded  by  the  light  of  the  latter  day, 
and  they  became  ennobled  as  does  everything 
which  the  light  touches.        *       *  * 

The  tendency  of  the  Gospel  is  to  raise  and 
dignify  small  things,  so  that  the  little  chest, 
called  the  ark,  shall  be  held  in  everlasting 
remembrance — so  that  the  soiled  and  weary 
feet  coming  over  the  mountains  to  bring 
peace,  shall  "  be  beautiful" — so  that  a  cross 
of  wood  shall  be  more  honored  than  all  the 
carvings  of  art — s®  that  the  volume  contain- 
ing God's  words  shall  be  the  book  of  the  hu- 
man race.  You  will  not  then  deem  me  per- 
verting that  text,  if  I  lead  your  minds  at  this 
time  to  consider  the  blessiags  which  the 
Gospel  conveys  to  the  world  by  and  through 
a  single  mountain  town. 

Many  of  our  New  England  towns  are  one 
hundred  years  old  at  least.  Many  of  our 
western  towns  are  fifty  years  old — others  not 
half  of  that ;  but  the  time  will  come,  when  all 
this  will  be  called  the  early  history  of  our 
country,  and  all  these  cities  and  villages 
will  seem  to  have  been  built  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  whole  country  settled  together. 
What  are  a  few  centuries  in  a  nation's  life  ? 

Go  back  a  century — when  the  white  man 
plunged  tremblingly  into  the  forest,  and  came 
to  the  spot  where  the  beautiful  town  now 
stands.  His  first  object  is  to  find  a  sprint  of 
water — near  which  he  is  to  erect  his  little  log 
cabin.  There  are  no  roads  but  the  trail  of 
the  Indian.  There  are  no  neighbors — no  Cr- 
ests yet  cut  down,  no  fields  sown,  no  mills  to 
grind  his  food  or  saw  his  lumber  ;  no  trading 
post  whfre  he  may  relieve  a  want ;  no  phy- 
sician when  he  is  sick  ;  no  school  for  his  child  ; 
no  property  by  which  he  cau  supply  his  ne- 
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cessities.  .  .  .  When  he  buries  his  dead, 
he  himself  must  make  thecoma,  dig  his  grave, 
and  without  a  bell  to  toll  or  a  minister  to 
offer  a  prayer,  he  must  bury  the  dead  under 
the  tall  tree.  The  pioneer  must  struggle  with 
poverty,  take  nature  in  the  rough,  let  sun- 
shine into  his  house  and  heart  by  his  own  in- 
dustry and  struggles.  His  food  is  the  plain- 
est, his  dress  is  the  simplest,  his  home  the 
most  humble,  and  the  only  thing  that  cheers 
him  is  hope  that  his  children  will  reap  the 
benefit  of  all  this  self-denial.  But  the  poor 
man  brought  his  Eible  with  him,  his  educa- 
tion with  him,  his  shrewdness  with  him,  and 
his  brawny  arm  and  cheerful  courage.  He 
must  live  and  die  poor.  But  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  shines  upon  the  first  dwelling  that  is 
reared,  and  that  becomes  a  controling  power 
in  all  the  future  history  of  the  town.  Go 
there  a  century  after  this.  That  beginning 
has  become  a  mighty  power.  The  same  old 
mountains  lift  themselves  up  there,  but  the 
forests  are  gone,  the  pleasant  roads  and 
bridges  are  all  built,  and  a  town,  growing, 
thriving,  prosperous,  is  there.  The  Melds  are 
Tinder  high  culture,  the  meadows  glow  with 
beauty,  and  the  town  sits  like  a  queen  crown- 
ed with  a  wreath  of  beauty.    .    .  . 

The  Christian  home  now  stands  where  the 
bear  lay  down  a  century  ago.  Property  is 
power,  and  property  is  the  daughter  of  in- 
dustry. The  people  own  the  land  in  fee- 
simple,  and  till  it  with  free  labor.  .  .  By 
this  time,  the  town  is  surrounded  by  a  cor- 
don of  similar  towns.  .  .  .  One  town 
acts  upon  another  ;  make  an  improvement 
in  one,  .  .  .  and  you  electrify  all  that 
surround  you.  .  .  .  Each  town  is  a  little 
Republic  by  itself,  and  the  most  perfect  Re- 
public, in  the  world.  Public  sentiment  set- 
tles everything,  and  these  sister- towns  act 
and  re-act  upon  each  other  as  diamonds  are 
polished  by  diamonds.    .    .  . 

Rear  a  beautiful  church,  or  any  other  per- 
fect edifice  here  and  you  will  have  men  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  land  to  view  the  model. 
Raise  up  a  skillful  surgeon  here,  and  his 
fame  will  be  known  over  half  the  continent. 
Educate  an  eloquent  preacher  here,  and  hun- 
dreds of  churches  will  be  turning  their  eves 
towards  him.  Manufacture  any  one  perfect 
article  here,  and  it  will  go  over  the  world. 
.  .  .  Make  a  model  school,  or  strike  out 
in  any  direction  in  that  which  is  valuable  to 
the  world,  and  your  town  become-!  a  power. 


Scores  of  towns  feel  the  influence,  and  while 
they  may  envy  you,  are  very  sure  to  imi- 
tate you.    .    .  . 

It  is  in  these  mountain  towns  that  we  look 
for  strength,  for  defenders,  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  appeal  to  arms,  and  for  defenders  of 
education,  morals,  religion,  and  all  that  beau- 
tifies humanity.  These  are  the  best  speci- 
mens of  republicanism  we  have,  and  these 
are  the  true  models  of  republics  ;  and  on 
these  the  great  Republic  of  the  world  rests. 

*        _  *  *  *  *  * 

Another  way  by  which  "  the  mountains 
bring  peace  to  the  people,"  is  by  the  men 
who  are  educated  in  these  towns,  and  then 
emigrate  all  over  the  land  and  the  world.  .  . 

"We  may  dig  out  the  marble  and  the  iron 
with  which  our  hills  are  stored ;  we  may 
send  the  products  of  our  machinery  and  spin- 
dles even  into  the  deserts  of  Africa  ;  we  may 
lay  the  ends  of  the  earth  under  contribution 
for  what  we  make,  but  this  is  not  the  peace 
that  "  the  mountains  bring  to  the  people." 
Our  glory  is  the  men  that  we  raise,  the  char- 
acter we  send  forth,  the  influence  that  we 
diffuse,  the  power  that  we  impress  upon  oth- 
er little  communities  all  over  our  country, 
and,  indeed,  all  over  the  world.     *    *  * 

They  come  down  upon  the  people  as  rain 
upon  the  mown  grass,  in  the  form  of  educa- 
tors and  teachers,  physicians,  merchants,  and 
lawyers  and  judges,  and  legislators,  and  Sab- 
bath School  teachers,  and  preachers  of  the 
gospel.       *       *  * 

My  dear  friends, — just  seventy  years  ago, 
wanting  one  week,  there  was  a  male  child 
born  in  your  village.  He  was  carried  away 
in  the  arms  of  his  father,  while  an  infant  ; 
he  was,  at  a  very  early  day,  left  an  orphan 
—he  has  battled  with  poverty  and  difficul- 
ties ;  he  early  laid  himself  on  he  altar  of 
God,  to  live  for  the  good  of  humanity  ;  he 
has  seen  many  sorrows,  but  more  joys;  he 
has  labored  in  his  poor  way,  and  with  such 
talents  as  God  gave  him  with  his  might  ;  but, 
Oh  !  the  sheaves  he  has  been  permitted  to  lay 
at  the  feet  of  the  Master  have  been  too  few  ;  the 
good  he  has  accomplished  has  been  too  small ; 
the  zeal  with  which  he  has  toiled  has  boon 
too  cold  ;  but  though  he  can  bring  you  but 
a  few  withered  leaves  to-night,  he  is  grateful 
for  the  privilege  of  greeting  you  in  your  high 
prosperity,  rejoicing  with  you  in  what  your 
town  has  done  for  humanity,  and  though  on- 
ly claiming  to  be  one  of  the  humblest  Bona 
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whom  you  have  sent  out,  gives  thanks  to 
God  for  the  honor  which  no  other  man  can 
ever  have — that  of  preaching  the  first  Cen- 
tennial sermon  that  can  ever  be  preached  in 
Rutland. 

The  concluding  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
James  Davie  Butler,  the  hymn,  "  From  all 
that  dwell  below  the  skies,  &c,"  read  by  Rev. 
James  Gibson  Johnson,  pa-tor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  sung  by  choir  and  con- 
gregation, and  the  congregation  dismissed 
with  benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Todd. 

SECOND  DAY. 

Long  before  the  appointed  hour  of  8 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Opera  House  was  filled  to 
hear  the  addresses  of  Henry  Hall,  Esq.,  on  the 
"  Early  History  of  Rutland,"  and  of  Chauncy 
K.  Williams,  Esq.,  on  the  "  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Rutland."  The  band  played  ;  and 
the  president  of  the  occasion,  Wm,  Y.  Ripley, 
Esq.,  introduced  Rev.  B.  M.  Hall,  who  offer- 
ed a  prayer. 

The  president  said  that,  as  his  voice  would 
be  inaudible  to  most  of  the  hearers,  he  had 
prepared  a  few  words  of  welcome,  and  would 
have  them  read.  Gen.  W.  Y.  W.  Ripley  took 
the  paper  and  read  the  address  of  welcome. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  It  has  been  thought 
fit  on  this  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  our  good  old  town  of  Rutland,  to 
celebrate  the  event  by  inviting  all  the  na- 
tives and  former  residents  who  have  gone  out 
from  among  us,  with  their  descendants  and 
our  other  friends,  to  meet  us  on  this  occasion. 
We  thank  you  for  your  presence.  We  wel- 
come you  most  cordially  to  our  hearths  and 
to  our  homes.  We  welcome  you  to  the  scenes 
of  your  former  joys  and  your  farmer  trials. 
We  welcome  you  to  the  banks  of  the  Otter, 
to  the  shadows  of  Killington  and  Pico.  We 
welcome  you  to  the  green  hills  of  Vermont, 
and  though  you  will  witness  many  sad 
changes,  and  miss  many  of  the  old  landmarks 
and  the  familiar  faces  of  loved  and  dear 
friends,  we  trust  you  will  find  many  changes 
for  the  better,  and"  hope  t-hat  on  the  recurrence 
of  the  second  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  our  town  your  great-grandchil- 
dren's children  may,  with  the  ble>sing  of  a 
ood  Providence,  meet  our  great-grandchil- 
ren's  children  under  the  folds  of  our  na- 
tional banner,  spangled  with  an  hundred 
stars,  with  our  constitution  unimpaired,  with 
just  and  equal  laws  honestly  administered, 
citizens  of  the  freest,  the  happiest  and  the 
best  country  on  the  globe.  We  again  greet 
you  with  a  hearty  aud  a  cordial  welcome. 

Henry  Hall  being  introduced  to  the  audi- 
ence, addressed  them  as  follows  : 


T1IE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  RUTLAND. 

On  the  2d  day  of  Jul}-,  1776,  the  old  Contin- 
ental Congress  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of 
National  Independence.  John  Adams,  attrib- 
uting1 to  this  vote  the  importance  which  the 
world  has  since  appropriated  to  the  renowned 
Declaration  of  Independence,  adopted,  two 
days  later,  wrote  to  his  wife,  on  the  3d  day  of 
July  as  follows : 

"The  2d  day  of  July,  1776,  will  be  the  mo^t 
memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  America.  I 
am  apt  to  believe  that  it  will  be  celebrated  by 
succeeding  generations  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  by  sol- 
emn acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp  and  parade, 
with  shows,  games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires 
and  illuminations,  from  one  end  of  this  contin- 
ent to  the  other,  from  this  time  forward  forev- 
ermore." 

This  notable  prophecy  expresses  the  Anglo- 
Saxton  idea  of  patriotic  celebrations :  first, 
gratitude  to  Heaven ;  next,  jubilant  joyous- 
ness.  Our  national  character  adds  another  fea- 
ture, viz.  speechifying — sometimes  spread-eagle 
bombast,  sometimes  commanding  eloquence. 
Town  anniversaries  add  two  other  features,  viz. 
social  family  visiting  and  local  historic  sketches. 

Rutland  rejoices  in  a  name  illustrious  with 
the  ducal  coronet — the  highest  rank  of  a  sub- 
ject— a  name  that  has  for  ages  flashed  along 
the  page  of  history,  in  the  drama,  on  the  bat- 
tle-field, and  in  the  councils  of  a  great  nation — 
a  name  that  was  time-honored  before  William 
the  Conqueror  crossed  the  English  Channel. 

Different  governments,  at  different  time?, 
claimed  the  right  to  rule  over  our  hills  and  val- 
leys. Once,  ere  Rutland  was,  the  lilies  of 
France  floated  supreme  on  Lake  Champlain, 
asserting  and  exercising  sovereignty  over  t*e 
soil  watered  by  the  tributaries  of  that  Lake. 
For  several  years  the  early  settlers  of  Rutland 
looked  fondly  to  the  Lion  and  the  Unicorn  as 
the  banner  of  their  pride :  for  several  years 
these  early  settlers  shared  with  England  the 
honor  of  calling  Shakspeare  and  Milton  fellow- 
countrymen.  For  13  years  Rutland  owned  and 
rendered  fealty  and  allegiance  only  to  the  ban- 
nered pine  of  Vermont.  And  when  the  Stars 
and  Stripes,  Hail  Columbia  and  Yankee  Doo- 
dle properly  became  a  part  of  our  inheritance, 
Rutland  was  21  years  old,  and  her  population 
1450. 

During  the  old  colonial  wars,  no  white  man 
dwelt  within  our  borders.  During  onr  four 
great  national  wars,  Rutland  bore  the  banner 
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of  freedom  full  high  uplifted  against  foreign 
foe  and  domestic  traitor,  on  many  a  fierce  field, 
from  the  walls  of  Quebec  to  the  halls  of  Mon- 
tezuma. 

Ouce  Rutland  was  famous  for  its  pipe-clay 
and  linseed  oil — to-day  Rutland  sends  her  mar- 
ble westward  and  southward  beyond  the  grave 
of  De  Soto,  and  eastward  to  the  land  of  Colum- 
bus and  Galileo,  of  Raphael  and  Michael  An- 
gelo.  Rutland  seems  a  young  town  ;  yet  she 
kas  a  newspaper  that  rivals  the  London  Times 
in  age.  Rutland  is  the  grave  of  the  grnndfa- 
ther  of  one  of  the  nation's  greatest  thinkers, 
Ralph  "Waldo  Emerson. 

Rutland  has  been  the  home  of  eminent  men  : 
Nathaniel  Chipman,  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
and  statesmen  of  New  England  ;  his  brother 
Daniel,  eminent  as  a  lawyer,  pre-eminent  for  con- 
versational power;  John  A.  Graham,  the  first 
lawyer  located  in  Rutland — half  dandy,  half 
humbug,  yet  with  talent  enouah  to  attain  no- 
toriety in  England  and  eminence  in  Now  York 
— Jesse  Buel,  the  founder  of  the  Albany  Cul- 
tivator; Thomas  Green  Fossenden.  the  bearer 
to  England  of  Rutland's  groat  philosophical 
blunder.  From  a  London  prison  he  sent  forth 
his  Hudibrastic  poem  ;  he  founded  the  New 
England  Farmer,  and  was  the  friend  of  Haw- 
thorne. John  Mattocks,  the  unlearned  but  ca- 
pable and  eccentric  judge;  Samuel  Williams, 
the  studious  philosopher  and  digniffod  histori 
an ;  Gov.  Israel  Smith,  so  successful  in  life,  so 
sad  near  death  :  Charles  K.  Williams,  so  able, 
so  learned,  so  uncorruptible,  so  charming  in 
conversation,  so  kind  and  wise  a  friend  in 
council;  James  Davie  Butler,  the  mechanic,  the 
merchant,  the  scholar,  the  wit ;  the  great  land- 
holder, the  energetic,  the  enterprising  Moses 
Strong,  who,  it  is  claimed,  married  a  descend- 
ant of  Cotton  Mather;  the  shrewd  and  capable 
Robert  Pierpoint,  descended  from  a  favorite  of- 
ficer of  William  the  Conqueror  ;  the  very  able 
Robert  Temple,  of  the  same  family  as  Lord 
Palmerston — like  Gen.  Mc  Clellan,  a  descendant 
of  Gov.  Bradford  of  the  Mayflower — also  a  de- 
scendant of  the  good  Godiva,  wife  of  the  Mer- 
cian Earl  Leofric,  the  Saxon  king-maker,  one 
thousand  years  ago;  George  T.  Hodges,  the 
cautious,  successful  merchant,  polished  in  his 
manners  and  prudent  in  his  habits;  William 
Page,  the  diligent  attorney,  the  safe  and  up- 
right cashier;  Walter  Colton,  the  popular  au- 
thor, the  Herald  to  Christendom  of  the  discov- 
ery of  California  gold;  James  Moaeham,  the 
lovable  man,  the  eloquent  preacher ;  Edgar  L, 
Oruisbeo,  brilliant  with  thought,  tho  pioneer  of 


marble  and  railroad  enterprise  ;  Solomon  Foot, 
the  prosperous  politician,  the  president  of  con- 
ventions and  senates  :  James  E'orter.  the  good 
physician ;  Jesse  Gove,  the  gentlemanly  and 
genial  clerk ;  Rodney  C.  Royce,  the  popular 
young  lawyer;  Gershom  Cheney,  John  Rug- 
gles,  Edward  Dyer.  Avery  Billings,  Samuel 
Griggs.  Benjamin  Blanchard,  the  Meads.  Chat- 
tertons,  Reynolds,  Purdys,  Sheldons,  Smiths, 
Reeds,  Mc  Connells,  Barnes,  Greens,  Kelleys, 
Thralls,  William  Fay,  Charles  Burt,  Benjamin 
Lord,  Nichols  Goddard,  Nathan  Osgood,  Os- 
goods,  Greenos,  Partners,  and  hosts  of  other 
noble  citizens. 

Nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  Rutland 
was  the  focus  of  Indian  travel.  Otter  Creek 
to  the  north,  Otter  Creek  to  the  south,  Castle- 
ton  Biver  to  the  west,  Cold  River  to  the  east, 
indicate  the  most  convenient  routes  for  travel 
or  freight  from  Lake  Champlaiu  to  Fort  Durn- 
mer.  Massachusetts  sold  her  goods  at  Fort 
Dummer  cheaper  than  the  French  sold  in  Can- 
ada ;  hence  a  brisk  trade  across  our  State.  In 
1730  James  Coss  and  12  Caughnawa<_'a  Indians 
arrived  here  in  7  days  from  Fort  Dummer,  com- 
ing by  wav  of  Black  River,  Plymouth  Ponds 
and  Cold  River.  They  reach  Otter  Creek  Sun- 
day evening,  May  3,  1730.  Monday  they  made 
canoes.  They  were  thus  employed,  when  a 
squaw,  left  behind  the  day  before,  rejoined 
them  with  a  newly  born  papoose  on  her  back. 
Tuesday  it  rained.  Wednesday  they  rowed  35 
miles  down  Otter  Creek.  Coss'  journal  men- 
tions the  two  falls  in  this  town,  without  com- 
ment. He  calls  Otter  Creek  black  and  deep, 
and  praises  the  soil.  Probably  this  was  not  the 
first  visit  of  a  white  man  to  Rutland;  for.  ia 
King  Williams'  wars  soldiers  passed  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  the  Lake ;  but  it  is  the  first 
where  we  are  able  to  identify  the  man  and  the 
time. 

The  French  and  Indian  wars  sweep  the  In- 
dian trade  of  Massachusetts  out  of  existence. 
And  now,  instead  of  canoes  laden  with  furs, 
tallow  and  goods,  the  warpaint,  tomahawks, 
scalping-knives,  muskets,  swords,  British  and 
French  uniforms  gleam  through  the  foliage,  all 
along  our  borders,  from  the  roaring  Winooski 
to  the  swift  rushing,  arrowy  Wantastiquet.  In- 
dian raid  and  Knglish  scout  pass  and  repass  the 
mountain  gorges. 

In  174S  sixty  scouts  came  over  from  Black 
River — forty  go  down  Otter  Creek  on  the  esst 
side,  and  soon  repass  tho  mountains;  twenty 
go  north  on  tho  west  side  of  Otter  Creek,  im- 
prudently expose  themselves  to  the  enemy  at 
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Crown  Point,  are  swiftly  pursued  up  Otter  Creek,  |  and  Mrs.  Howe;  and  the  familiar  names  of 
and  down  "West  River,  and  when  thrown  off  Bard  well,  Hawks,  Willard,  Stone,  Arms  and 
their  guard  by  being  near  home,  they  are  ter-  Field.     The  grantees  claimed  that  the  charter 


ribly  defeated  in  "Windham  county. 


was  granted  to  them  "  as  a  reward  for  their 


Many  a  poor  captive  passes  through  our  great  losses  and  services  on  the  frontier,  during 


town  tc  suffer  for  years  in  Canada.  How  ab- 
sorbing is  our  interest  in  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships endured  by  the  captives,  Mrs.  Johnson 
and  Mrs.  Howe !  The  grandfather  of  President 
Labaree  was  a  fellow-captive  with  Mrs.  John- 
son. This  party  dined  in  Rutland,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  East  and  Otter  Creeks— the  principal 
diet  being  sausages  made  of  bear's  meat. 
In  the  year  1759  Rutland  saw  brave  sights: 


;  the  late  war." 

Rutland  was  also  granted,  in  1761,  by  the 
|  name  of  Fairfield.  The  grantor  was  Col.  John 
I  Henry  Lydius  of  Albany.  He  claimed  by  deed 
j  of  the  Mowhawk  chiefs,  and  confirmaiion  by 
:  Governor  Shirley  of  Massachusetts,  as  royal 
|  agent.  But  the  act  of  Lydius  which  most  in- 
I  teresls  us  now,  was  his  employment  of  a  sur- 
veyor to  survey  Otter  Creek.     The  surveyor 


800  New  Hampshire  troops,  with  axe,  shovel  !  came  from  Connecticut — his  name  was  Asa  Pea 


and  hoe,  cutting  down  trees  and  leveling  hum- 
mocks, making  a  road  from  Charlestown,  X.  H., 


body.  Peabody  is  now  so  distinguished  a  name 
that  we  are  interested  to  learn.    Tradition  says 


along  Black  River  and  Otter  Creek,  to  Crown  !  it  signifies  "  The  Mountain  Man,"  and  is  deriv- 


Point,  N.  T., — crossing  Otter  Creek  at  Centre 
Rutland — soon  after  400  fat  cattle,  in  five 
droves,  going  over  this  new  road  to  diminish 
the  scurvy  at  Crown  Point.  Toward  the  last 
of  November  came  Major  Rogers  and  his  sur- 
viving heroes,  nearly  100  in  number.  They 
had  been  absent  from  Crown  Point  2  months  ; 
they  had  destroyed  that  great  pest  to  New 


ed  from  a  relative  of  Queen  Boadicea,  who  re- 
tired, on  the  suicide  of  his  monarch,  to  the 
Welsh  mountains.  I  have  seen  the  original 
record  of  this  survey,  on  one  half  sheet  of  fools- 
cap— over  one  hundred  surveys,  with  points  of 
compass,  distances,  currents,  rapid3,  falls,  afflu- 
ents and  island^.  His  survey  or  measurement 
made  Centre  Rutland  Fall  26  feet,  and  the 


England,  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Francis,  on  '  Sutherland  Fall  150  feet  (the  latter  now  estim- 


the  St.  Lawrence,  near  Three  Rivers ;  they 
had  been  pursued  by  superior  numbers,  shot  at 
and  starved;  they  had  recruited  at  Charles- 
town,  and  now  were  returning  along  the  new 
military  road  to  Crown  Point,  the  headquarters 
of  Gen.  Amherst. 


;  ated  at  118  feet.) 

[  Between  the  charter  and  the  settlement  of 
I  Rutland  eight  and  one  half  years  intervene. 
I  George  II.  had  taken  Vermont  from  Massachu- 
I  setts  aud  given  it  to  New  Hampshire;  George 
j  III.  takes  Vermont  from  New  Hampshire  and 


The  ancestors  of  Charles  Burt,  Joel  Beaman  gives  it  to  New  York,  but  forbids  New  York 
and  Rev.  Drs.  Charles  and  Aldace  Walker  and  |  granting  the  lands:  New  York  speculators  pe- 
others,  went  over  this  road,  or  its  predecessor,  i  tition  the  New  York  government  for  the  char- 
the  old  Indian  path,  during  the  Colonial  wars    j  ter  of  a  new  town,  to  be  called  Socialborough, 


When,  at  length,  the  English  flag  floats  in 
triumph  from  Florida  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  the 
New  England  soldiers  remember  the  fertile  soil, 
the  valuable  trees  and  the  convenient  water- 
privileges  that  so  abonnded  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain territory.  And  although  New  York  had, 
in  1750,  put  forward  a  claim  to  this  State,  yet, 
in  1761,  New  Hampshire  issued  60  charters  for 
towns  in  Vermont. 

The  charter  of  Rutland  was  dated  the  7th 
day  of  September,  1761  ;  it  is  now  extant  in 
fifteen  pieces;  it  co=t  about  $  100  ;  it  was  pro- 
cured by  Col.  Josiah  Willard  of  Winchester, 
N.  BL  Tho  first  named  grantee  is  John  Mur- 
ray, an  Irishman,  the  principal  citizen  of  Rut- 
land, Mass.,  and  the  man,  probably,  that  named 
this  town.  Tho  grantees  are  chiefly  of  New 
Hampshire — none  of  them  ever  lived  hero; 
among  them  •  '  e  the  captives,  Mrs.  Johnson 


to  include  Rutland,  Pittsford,  and  part  of  Bran- 
don ;  the  New  Hampshire  grantees  file  a  cave- 
at, and  the  grant  is  postponed  several  years, 
although  the  York  petitioners  had  sent  up  the 
Scotch  surveyor,  William  Cockburn,  to  survey 
the  premises. 

Meanwhile  John  Murray  sells  his  right  in 
Rutland,  about  350  acres,  for  2s.  or  over  ten 
acres  for  1c.  Luring  this  interval,  also,  John 
Chipman  and  fifteen  other  young  men  from 
Salisbury,  Conn.,  pass  through  town  with  cart 
and  oxen,  along  the  banks  of  Otter  Creek,  on 
their  way  to  Addison  county.  When  they  had 
passed  Sutherland  Falls,  they  converted  tho 
trunk  of  a  large  treo  into  a  boat,  load  the  boat 
with  their  provisions  and  fanning  utensils,  at- 
tach their  cart  to  the  rear  of  the  boat,  and  theu 
row  the  boat  and  drive  the  oxen  northward. 

The  ever-active  Skene  is  at  Whitehall;  tho 
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idle  British  officers  leave  their  garrisons  on  the 
Lake,  prospecting  for  land  speculation;  York- 
ers, New  Hampshire  men  and  Lydius  are  busy 
with  survey  and  deed  ;  the  southern  part  of  the 
county  rings  with  the  axe  of  the  wood  chopper 
and  the  merry  prattle  of  children.  Clarendon 
is  settled  two  years  before  Rutland. 

JAMES  MEAD 

was  the  first  white  man  that  ever  settled  in 
Rutland.  In  170-t  he  and  several  other  men 
with  their  families,  emigrated  from  Nine  Part- 
ners to  Manchester,  Yt.  Nine  Partners  was 
joined  on  the  east  of  Salisbury,  the  northwest 
corner  town  of  Connecticut.  Mead,  acting  as 
agent  for  others,  soon  became  acquainted  with 
this  town.  It  was  on  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1769,  that  Mead  made  his  first  purchase 
in  Rutland,  and  that  same  day  he  sold  half  his 
purchase.  lie  bought  20  rights ;  he  sold  10 
rights;  there  were  seventy  rights  in  the  whole 
town:  one  right  contained  about  350  acres — 
so  that  Mead  retained  about  3500  acres.  The 
price  alleged  in  the  deeds  for  the  purchase  was 
£100,  or  $333.33:  price  of  sale  £40,  or 
$  133.33.  If  the  deeds  say  true,  Mead  lost 
£  10  in  the  trade,  and  paid  $  200,  or  less  than 
six  cents  per  acre,  for  the  land  he  retained. 
Mead's  daughter,  Mrs.  Smith,  thought  he  paid 
for  the  land  in  horses.  He  bought  of  Nathan 
Stone  of  Windsor — he  sold  to  Charles  Button 
of  Clarendon.  Both  Stone  and  Mead,  in  their 
deeds,  describe  Mead  as  of  Manchester,  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  and  province  of  New  York. 
These  twenty  rights  of  Mead  and  Button  each 
owning  one-seventh  part  of  the  town,  were  lo- 
cated in  the  southwest  part  of  the  towm 
undivided. 

That  same  fall  Mead  built  him  a  log  house 
half  a  mile  west  of  Centre  Rutland,  near  the 
banks  of  West  Creek.  In  this  immediate  vi- 
cinity there  was  an  ancient  clearing,  made  by 
a  community  of  decidedly  democratic  proclivi- 
ties— neither  Mohawks  nor  Algonquins,  neither 
Yorkers  nor  Green  Mountain  Boys.  They  had 
no  churches,  no  court  houses,  no  ballot-boxe3, 
no  rum,  no  tobacco  ;  they  were  models  of  in- 
dustry and  thrift;  yet,  unversed  in  law,  they 
had  not  secured  their  title  to  the  property  by 
any  proper  legal  deeds,  and  Mead  did  not  hes- 
itate to  appropriate  to  his  own  uso  both  their 
meadow  and  their  dam. 

The  first  settlement  of  Rutland  occurred  in 
March,  1770.  Mead  was  now  forty  years  old. 
He  h  id  a  wife  and  ten  children  :  his  oldest 
child,  Sarah,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  the 
wife  of  Wright  Roberts.    These  thirteen  per- 


sons were  three  days  moving  from  Manchester 
to  the  present  Wells  meadows.  They  came  not 
along  the  valley  of  Otter  Creek,  but  over  the 
uplands  west,  stopping  the  first  night  in  Dorset, 
the  second  in  Dauby — passing  through  Tin- 
mouth,  West  Clarendon  ajid  Smithtown.  Com- 
ing through  Chippenhook,  Sarah  and  Mercy 
riding  on  one  horse,  and  Roberts  on  foot,  driv- 
ing the  cows,  far  in  the  rear  of  the  others,  lost 
their  way.  Before  wandering  far  they  found 
the  house  of  Simeon  Jenny,  a  noted  Yorker 
and  Tory.    He  showed  them  where  to  go. 

The  third  evening  they  camped  on  the  pres- 
ent farm  of  Robert  Chapman  in  Clarendon  ;  but 
a  warm  supper,  the  browsing  of  the  horses,  the 
moonlight  glittering  on  frosty  foliage  and  snow 
draped  earth,  cheer  them  on  to  finish  their  jour- 
ney before  sleeping.  Late  in  the  evening,  on 
foot,  on  horseback  and  in  the  sleigh,  they  reach 
their  log  house.  Bui  this  building  lus  no  roof, 
and  it  is  too  near  the  Creek :  snow,  water,  ice 
and  cold  make  it  unavailable.  x 

Near  by,  on  a  more  elevated  site,  is  a  wig- 
wam, with  perhaps  nine  or  ten  Caughnawaga 
Indians  around  a  cosy  fire.  Mead  applies  to 
share  the  wigwam.  The  Indians  shake  their 
heads,  talk  Indian,  then  rising  and  throwing 
their  hands  apart,  they  cry,  "  Welcome!  Wel- 
come 1"  gather  up  their  traps,  abandon  tlieir 
hut  to  the  pale  laces,  and  quickly  build  another 
for  themselves.  So  on  the  ltftb  of  March,  H>21, 
Samoset  enters  the  village  of  Plymouth  and 
cries,  "Welcome,  Englishman!  Welcome,  Eng- 
lishman 1 "  In  that  wigwam  the  Mead  family 
lived  until  late  in  the  Fall,  when  they  built  a 
substantial  log  house,  in  which  they  wintered. 

As  early  as  May,  1770,  Thomas  Rowley  was 
in  Rutland,  surveying  lots.  In  the  year  1770 
three  children  were  born  in  Rutland.  The 
first  of  the  Anglo  Saxton  race,  whose  maui- 
fest  destiny  it  was  to  be  born  in  Rutlaud,  was 
William  Powers,  son  of  Simeon  Powers,  a 
cooper  from  Springfield,  Yt.  This  binh  occur- 
red  Sept.  23,  1770.  The  second  child  born  in 
town  was  Capt.  William  Mead,  who  died  3  few 
years  since  iu  Granville,  Ohio.  He  was  the 
son  of  James  Mead,  and  was  bom  one  day  lat- 
er than  Powers.  The  third  child  was  Ohloa 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Asa  Johnson,  from  Wil- 
liamstown,  Mass.  She  was  born  Get.  3,  1770 
— these  first  three  births  occurring  within  ton 
days  of  each  other. 

Sitmou  routes,  his  v  ife  Lydia,  and  their 
first-born  child  had  settled,  in  the  spring  of 
1770,  west  of  Otter  Creek,  on  the  present  Koi« 
ley  farm.   Iu  the  full  William  Dwiuell  and  wde 
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came  and  lived  with  his  relative  Powers. — 
These  four  families,  Meads,  Powers,  Dwinells 
and  Johnsons,  are  tne  only  white  persons  pos- 
itively known  to  have  lived  in  Rutland  in  1770, 
although  the  surveyor  Rowley's  record  shows 
a  clearing  "  by  one  Brockway."  Thus  the 
population  of  the  town  in  the  Fall  was  about 
two  dozen. 

It  is  said  that  a  few  days  before  the  birth  of 
William  Powers,  his  mother  and  others  were 
upsei;  in  a  boat  on  Otter  Creek,  a  short  distance 
above  Centre  Rutland  Falls.  She  floated  down 
near  the  brink  of  the  Falls,  where  she  caught 
hold  of  a  slippery  log,  and  held  on  till  she  was 
rescued. 

In  J 870  Rutland  has  2000  families  and  JO, 
000  inhabitants.  The  cash  value  of  the  town 
is  several  millions  of  dollars. 

In  1770  the  best  land  sold  for  a  few  cents  an 
acre:  there  was  not  a  wagon  or  bridge  in  the 
town :  Mead  kept  a  boat  each  side  of  Otter 
Creek,  at  Centre  Rutland  :  there  was  scarcely 
any  land  fitted  for  plowing.  Trout  and  venison 
were  plenty,  grain  scarce — no  gristmill  nearer 
than  Skenesborough  (now  Whitehall)  and  Ben- 
nington :  Mead  had  an  iron  hand-mill  that  ground  ( 
corn  coarse.  Wild  ducks,  butternuts,  wild  ber- 
ries, shad  plums,  maple  sugar  and  fowl  abound- 
ed. Nor  may  we  disdain  to  mention  two 
social  companions,  parting  presents  to  the 
Meads  from  their  Manchester  friends,  viz. :  a 
cat,  and  a  lap-dog  rejoicing  in  the  name  of 
"Fancy." 

Thus  far  we  have  condensed  or  omitted  his- 
tory. Now  we  can  only  index  our  materials. 
In  1771  New  York  granted  a  charter  of  So- 
cialborough,  in  direct  violation  of  the  King's 
order.  Again,  Cockburn,  the  Scotch  surveyor, 
is  here  ;  he  surveys  the  road,  now  Main  Street ; 
Mead  and  Johnson  stop  him — men,  dressed  as 
Indians,  threaten  him,  and  he  leaves.  In  1772 
Rutland  sends  a  delegate  to  the  Manchester 
convention,  and  the  convention  sends  delegates 
to  England.  In  1773  Rutland  had  35  families, 
a  clergyman  comes,  a  log  meetinghouse  is 
built,  a  church  is  formed  with  14  members — 
4  out  of  town,  2  from  the  west  side  of  the 
town,  and  8  from  the  east.  In  177-4  the  will 
of  Daniel  Harris  is  made — a  will  that,  cre- 
ating an  estate  tail,  roused  Vermont  with  law 
doctrines  that  havo  so  often  shaken  Westmin- 
ster Hall.  In  that  year  New  York  condemned 
two  Rutlanders  to  death  without  trial,  and 
Rhodo  Island  sent  two  men  to  encourago  em- 
igration from  Rutland  io  Sherburne.  In  1775 
Rutland  sent  soldiers  to  capture  Ticonderoga, 


and  the  seige  of  Quebec.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  Rutland  furnished  Bowker,  the 
president  of  the  State  conventions — had  two 
forts  and  two  militia  companies,  over  eighty 
taxable  inhabitants,  and  two  representatives 
to  each  session  of  the 'Legislature ;  the  land 
of  three  Tories  was  confiscated,  and  the  town 
was  honored  by  a  visit  from  the  illustrious 
Kosciusco,  the  Washington  of  Poland. 

In  1786  an  anti-court  mob.  a  miniature  Shay's 
rebellion,  reeled  through  our  streets,  and  the 
couns  of  justice  were  paralyzed.  In  October, 
1804,  the  seven tli  and  last  Legislature  met  in 
Rutland,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  snow-storm. 

And  now  abruptly  we  close  our  theme.  To 
some,  all  study  of  the  past  is  useless  antiqua- 
rianism.  To  the  servant  of  the  great  Hebrew 
prophet  it  seemed  that  he  and  his  master  stood 
alone,  begirt  with  a  vast  host  of  beleaguering 
foes.  The  Lord  opened  his  eyes,  and  now  the 
mountain  sides  are  flashing  and  burning  with 
horses  of  fire  and  chariots  of  fire  round  about 
Elisha.  So  the  patriot,  musing  o'er  his  coun- 
try's history,  hears  the  rustling  wings  and  sees 
the  angelic  forms  hovering  and  stooping  to 
bless  the  people  who  remember  and  honor  the 

ECCLESIASHCA-L  HISTORY  OF  RUTLAND. 

There  are  certain  times,  seasons,  periods 
and  events  which  always,  to  a  thinking  mind, 
present  peculiar  claims  to  our  thoughtful  atten- 
tion. Such,  for  instance,  is  the  termination  of 
the  old  year,  and  the  comencernent  of  the  new. 
If  so  with  years,  much  more  so  with  centuries 
and  half  centuries.  The  Mosaic  law  required 
that  they  should  "hallow  the  fiftieth  year,  and 
pioclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the  land,  unto 
all  the  inhabitants  thereof;  it  shall  be  a 
jubilee  unto  you"  (Lev.  xxv:  10.)  In  compli- 
ance with  tli  is  command  during  that  dispensa- 
tion, and  ever  since  down  to  the  present  time^ 
centuries  have  formed  divisions  for  man,  and 
the  lapse  of  their  principal  and  ordinary 
divisions  or  parts  has  been  marked  with 
peculiar  emphasis.  From  this  naturally  come 
our  Centennial  and  semi-Centennial  celebra- 
tions. It  is  not,  as  many  profess  to  think,  an 
idle  and  unmeaning  custom  and  ceremony. 
It  has  its  seat  and  birthplace  in  the  heart  of 
each  and  all  of  us,  and  is  a  part  of  our  very 
human  nature.  We  and  our  children  delight 
to  celebrate  with  appropriate  ceremonies  our 
birthdays — as  we  now  pro:  ose  to  celebrate  the 
birthday  of  our  town  and  community.  Such 
customs  and  celebrations  form  landmark-  to 
connect  those  of  us  who,  by  the  blessing  M 
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God  are  permitted  to  be  now  here  present, 
both  with  those  who  reduced  the  wilderness 
to  fertile  plains  and  flourishing  villages,  and 
to  those  who  will  succeed  us  in  the  responsi- 
bilities which  devolve  upon  every  citizen 
who  is  worthy  of  the  name  of  citizen,  to 
sustain  those  municipal  and  religious  institu- 
tions, without  which  all  would  be  confusion 
and  anarchy. 

It  would  be  appropriate,  pleasant  and 
instructive,  if  upon  this  occasion,  standing 
in  a  room  dedicated  to  music,  and  occupied  as 
a  place  of  religious  worship  by  one  of,  if  not 
the  youngest,  of  the  churches  and  religious 
societies  in  the  town,  I  could  spend  the  few 
moments  allotted  me  in  speaking  of  the  dif- 
erence  and  changes  from  and  between  1770 
and  1870,  and  of  the  lessons  taught  and  du- 
ties devolved  upon  us  by  the  changed  situation 
of  affairs.  When  we  contrast  these  two  distant 
periods  of  time,  and  remember  that  what  was 
then,  to  use  a  threadbare  expression,  a  "  howl- 
ing wilderness,"  now  cultivated  fields,  then  a 
barren  waste,  now  large  and  thriving  villages 
then  a  pathless  forest,  now  cut  up  and. 
gridironed  by  railways,  then  the  hut  and  wig- 
wam of  the  Indian,  now  magnificent  public 
and  private  buildings,  then  the  only  religious 
worship  was  that  of  t-he  simple  Indian,  and 
his  only  church  or  temple  was  the  vast  and 
uncovered  forest,  now  in  costly  churches, 
built  with  the  best  architectural  skill,  with 
spire  pointing  heavenward — and  in  the  inte- 
rior, furnished  with  seats  splendidly  uphol 
stered,  chandeliers  and  all  that  wealth,  art  and 
skill  can  contribute  to  render  it  rich  and  at- 
tractive to  the  eye,  luxurious  to  the  mind,  and 
pleasing  in  every  respect.  But  I  must  forbear, 
and  leave  these  pleasing  and  instructive  topics 
to  other,  abler  and  worthier  hands.  The  few 
minutes  allotted  to  me  this  evening  will  not 
more  than  suffice  to  give  in  the  briefest  possible 
manner  the  historical  and  biographical  data 
and  facts  connected  with  some  fourteen  different 
churches  or  religious  societies  and  organiza- 
tions, and  of  their  numerous  pastors,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  proper  and  my  limited  time  and 
the  material  at  hand  may  present.  It  may 
be  proper  here  to  remark  that  in  the  minds  of 
the  first  sett  leri  of  this  country,  and  more  par- 
ticularly those  of  New  England,  although  they 
abhorred  the  idea  of  any  connection  between 
Church  and  State,  yet,  after  all,  in  some  respects, 
the  matters  of  civil  and  religious  polity  wero 
intimately  connected.  They  emigrated  mainly 


from  religious  motives,  or,  as  they  themselves 
expressed  it,  to  "carry  forward  the  reforma- 
tion." It  was  manifest  to  them  that  religious 
freedom  could  not  exist  without  civil  liberty, 
and  it  was  equally  manifest  to  thern  that  civil 
liberty,  or  any  government  short  of  anarchy 
could  not  exist  unless  it  was  founded  and 
formed  upon  the  corner-stone  of  religion  and 
religious  worship.  Hence  the  first  thing  done 
was  to  lay  the  foundation  and  establish  a  form 
of  civil  government.  This  done,  then  they 
commenced  to  make  provision  for  the  support 
of  public  worship  and  for  the  enjoyment  of 
Christian  institutions  and  ordinances.  This 
was  also  true  of  Vermont  In  Bennington, 
which  is  the  oldest  of  our  chartered  cow  .  s,  in 
the  records  of  their  first  proprietors'  meeting, 
the  first  act  after  the  election  of  officers  was 
the  appointment  of  a  "committee  to  look  out 
a  place  to  set  the  meeting  house."  The  same  is 
true  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rutland.  All 
through  the  early  records  of  the  town  will  be 
found  votes  in  reference  to  the  employment 
of  preachers,  providing  places  of  public  wor- 
ship, and  kindred  subjects.  To  show  tht*  na- 
ture of  these  votes,  we  give  the  record  of  the 
town  meeting  of  January  4th,  1781  • 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Gideon  Miner,  John  John- 
son and  Joseph  Bowker,  Esq.,  act  as  a  com- 
mittee to  endeavor  to  provide  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel  for  this  town. 

"Voted,  That  the  above  committee  apply 
to  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Woodbury  as  preacher 
aforesaid. 

"A  motion  being  put,  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  minds  of  the  town  to  settle  a  min:ster 
as  soon  as  they  can  find  one  that  they  can  be 
agreed  on,  it  was  voted  in  the  affirmative." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  records  of  the 
transactions  of  our  fathers  for  the  first  years 
of  the  settlement  of  the  town  are  not  extant, 
so  that  we  could,  on  this  occasion,  give  the 
first  votes  and  action  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, for  we  doubt  not  that  we  should  find  here, 
as  elsewhere,  that  this  was  among  the  earliest 
things  acted  upon. 

THE  CONGREGATION ALIST  CHURCH. 

The  proper  ecclesiastical  history  of  Rutland 
may  be  said  to  have  begun  iu  177;',  when,  on 
the  20th  day  of  October,  the  first  Congrega- 
tional church  and  society  waa  formed  m 
Rutland,  with  fourteen  members,  n  iraely  ; 
Joseph  Bowker,  Sarah  Bowker,  William 
Roberts,    Ebon  Hopkins,  Samuel  Cnppeu, 
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Daniel  Hawley,  Charles  Brewster,  Abraham 
Jackson,  John  Moses,  Enos  Ives,  Jehiel  An- 
drews, Sarah  Andrews,  Annan  Ives  and  Me- 
hitable  Andrews. 

Over  this  church  was  settled  the  Rev.  Ben- 
ajah  Roots.  This  was  the  tenth  church  in  the 
State,  the  second  west  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
and  the  first  in  the  county  of  Rutland. 

[Wo  here  omit  a  generous  sketch  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Roots,  having  a  more  complete  biography 
prepared  for  our  work  by  the  Rev.  Aldace 
Walker,  so  long  Congregationalist  pastor  at 
West  Rutland.] 

Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes,  successor  of  Mr.  Roots, 
in  his  day  and  generation,  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  in  Vermont.  Fifty 
years  hence  it  may  be,  and  probably  will  be. 
difficult  to  apprehend  the  difficult  position 
in  which  not  only  he,  but  also  the  people  of 
that  parish  were  placed  in  employing  such 
a  clergyman  to  minister  unto  them.  Mr. 
Haynes  was  a  partially  colored  man,  his  fa- 
ther being  of  unmingied  African  extraction, 
and  his  mother  a  white  woman.  *  *  * 
[See  biographical  department  that  follows  the 
general  history  for  sketch  of  Mr.  Haynes. — 
Ed:} 

He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Amos  Drury,  who 
was  born  at  Pittsford  in  1792,  and  studied 
theology  with  Rev.  Josiah  Hopkins  of  New 
Haven,  and  also  at  the  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary.  He  was  ordained  at  West  Rutland 
June  3,  1819,  and  dismissed  in  April,  1829. 
On  the  6th  of  May  following  (1829)  he  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Fairhaven,  where  he  remained  until  the 
26th  of  April,  1837,  when  he  was  dismissed, 
and,  June  29,  1837,  he  was  installed  over  the 
.•ongregationai  church  at  Westhampton,  Mass. 
He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Lucius  Linsey 
lilden,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall  in  1802 
and  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1823 
and,  after  spending  some  time  in  teaching,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  theology  at  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  where  he  graduated 
and  was  settled  over  this  church  in  March, 
1830,  and  dismissed  in  March,  1839. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Aldace  Walk- 
er, D.  D.,  who  was  ordained  and  installed,  Dec. 
30,  1840,  and  was  dismissed  in  IS  62.  He  re- 
mains with  us  to  the  present  day,  ministering 
in  holy  things  to  the  people  of  our  neighbor- 
ing town  of  Walliugford,  where  he  was  set- 
tled or  commenced  to  labor  in  1832. 

Next  to  Rev.  Dr.  Aldace  Walker,  came  the 


Rev.  Henry  M.  Grout,  a  graduate  of  Williams 
College,  in  the  class  of  1851,  who  was  ordained 
Sept.  1,  1853,  and  installed  on  the  26th  of 
Aug.,  1862.  He  removed  to  Massachusetts  in 
1867,  and  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  George  L. 
Gleasun,  who  was  ordained,  Feb.  1,  186t>,  and 
installed  at  West  Rutland,  Oct.  17,  1S67,  and 
dismissed  on  the  22d  of  March,  1869.  Tu« 
present  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  James 
R.  Bourne,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church,  Jan  12,  1870. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1787,  the  town 
was  divided  into  two  parishes,  by  the  follow- 
ing bounds  or  division  line:  'Beginning  atthe 
center  of  the  north  line  of  said  town,  thence 
parallel  with  the  east  and  west  lines  of  the 
town  till  it  strikes  the  Otter  Creek,  thence  up 
the  Creek,  as  the  stream  runs,  to  the  south 
line." 

The  church  in  the  east  parish  was  estab- 
lished Oct.  5,  1788,  with  37  members. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ball  makes  a  minute,  in  what  is 
now  the  first  volume  of  their  church  records, 
found  by  him  when  he  came  here  (in  1797) 
was  a  short  note  on  the  back  of  a  confess- 
ion of  faith,  signed  by  Augustine  Hilcned, 
moderator,  giving  an  account  of  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  church,  in  which  Pittsford, 
West  Rutland  and  Poultney  with  their  mem- 
bers assisted — and  that  the  church  was  estab- 
lished "upon  the  plan  of  the  Convention  of 
the  West  District  of  Vermont,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Gospel." 
They  did  not  however  adopt  all  of  the  arti- 
cles of  said  convention,  but  made  one  or  two 
exceptions.  During  the  preaching  of  Dr. 
Williams  "the  half  way  coTenant,"  as  it  was 
called,  wag  adopted,  but  discontinued  in 
1767,  as  Dr.  Ball  says,  because  "it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  unwarrantable  and  defective." 

The  pulpit  was  supplied  by  different  candi- 
dates till  near  the  close  of  the  year  17o8,  when 
Rev.  Samuel  Williams,  LL.  D.,was  employed. 
He  continued  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  Oc- 
tober, 1795,  when  he  relinquished  preaching, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Heman  Ball,  D.D. 
Since  the  death  of  Dr.  Ball  there  have  been 
five  pastors — Rev.  Charles  Walker,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Mitchell,  Rev.  bilas  Aiken,  D.  D.,  Rev, 
Norman  Seaver,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  James  Gib- 
son Johnson. 

Rev.  Heman  Ball,  D.D.,  son  ci*  Charles  I 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  July  5,  1764, 
and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1791. 
He  studied  theology  with  the  Rev.  Joseph 
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Lathrop,  D.  D.,  of  West  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  was  ordained  pa3tor  of  the  Congregation- 
al church  here,  Feb.  1,  1797,  the  sermon  be- 
ing preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  and  re- 
mained pastor  until  his  death. 

In  1791,  he  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  A.  M.  from  Yale  Collage,  and  that  of  D.  D. 
from  Union  College  in  1816,  and  was  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  Middlebury  College  from  its 
organization  until  his  death. 

Several  of  his  sermons  were  published, 
amoag  which  was  one  on  the  death  of  Wash- 
ington, and  an  Election  Sermon  in  1801. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sprague  says:  "He  was  highly  re- 
spected for  his  talents  and  virtues,  and  exert- 
ed an  extensive  influence  in  the  church.  He 
died  here  Dec.  17,  1821,  and  was  buried  in 
the  West  street  cemetery,  and  is  the  only  cler- 
gyman who  has  died  during  his  pastorate  of 
this  church. 

Rev.  Charles  Walker,  D.  D.,  was  born  in 
Woodstock,  Connecticut,  in  1791.  He  studied 
theology  at  Andover  (Mas3.)Theological  Sem- 
inary, graduating  in  1821.  He  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  here,  Jan. 
1,  1823,  and  was  dismissed,  March  14,  1833. 

He  was  installed  over  the  Congregational 
church  in  (the  east  village  of)  Brattleboro  Jan. 
1,  1835,  and  was  dismissed  Feb.  11,  1846,  and 
on  the  27th  of  December  of  the  same  year 
was  installed  over  the  Congregational  church 
in  Pittsford,  and  was  dismissed,  Dec.  6,  1864, 
since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  Pittsford, 
11  without  charge." 

He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
from  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1823,  and 
from  Middlebury  and  Dartmouth  Colleges  in 
1825,  and  that  of  D.  D.  from  the  University 
of  Vermont  in  1847,  and  has  been  a  trustee 
of  Middlebury  College  since  1S37. 

He  delivered  the  annual  Election  Sermon 
before  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  in  1829, 
which  was  published,  as  were  also  some  of  his 
occasional  sermoms. 

Rev.  William  Mitchell,  son  of  John  and 
Abigail  (Waterhouse)  Mitchell,  was  born  at 
Chester,  Conn.,  Dec.  19,  1793,  and  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  181S.  He  studied  at  the 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  graduating 
there  in  1821,  in  the  s.une  cla-s  with  his  im- 
mediate predecessor,  Rev  Dr.  Walker,  and 
was  licensed,  Juno  5th,  of  the  same  year,  by 
the  Middlesex  (Conn.)  Association,  and  en- 
gaged as  a  Home  Missionary  in  Northwestern 
New  York. 


He  was  ordained  October  20th,  ls2i,ani 
was  setUed  over  the  Congregational  church 
in  Newton,  Conn.,  from  June,  1823,  to  May, 
1831. 

He  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  here,  March  14,  1S33,  and 
was  dismissed  June  2d,  1846,  He  was  acting 
pastor  in  Wallingt'ord  from  August  8th,  1547, 
to  March  28th,  1S52.  In  the  Fall  of  1352, 
he  became  agent  of  the  Vermont  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
three  years;  after  this  he  served  some  two 
years  as  agent  of  the  New  York,  and  then  of 
the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society. 

In  1858,  he  removed  to  the  residence  of  his 
son,  John  B.  Mitchell,  at  Corpus  Chri.sti,  Tex- 
as. Duiing  his  residence  there  he  organized 
a  church  at  Casa  Blanca,  about  forty  miles 
from  his  residence,  to  whom  he  preached  two 
Sundays  monthly  till  the  war  scattered  them. 
About  a  year  before  his  death  he  organized  a 
Presbyterian  church  at  Corpus  Christi,  and 
by  his  own  exertions  secured  the  funds  for  a 
church  building,  which  was  partly  erected  a: 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  Aug  1,  1867, 
of  the  yellow  fever,  which  also  carried  off  two 
others  of  his  household. 

April  21,  1847,  Rev.  Henry  Hurlburt  w« 
unanimously  given  a  call  to  become  pa-tor  of 
the  church.  In  pursuance  of  this  call  Mr. 
Hurlburt  came  to  Rutland  and  preached 
some  time,  but,  on  the  second  of  October, 
1818,  he  informed  them  that  owing  to  the 
condition  of  his  health  he  must  decline  t:;e 
call.  He,  however,  remained  here  and  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  some  weeks  longer. 

Rev.  Silas  Aiken,  D.  D.,  son  of  Phineas  and 
Elizabeth  (Paterson)  Aiken,  was  born  a:  Bed- 
ford, N.  H.,  May  14,  1799,  and  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  College  in  1S25,  with  the  inch- 
est honors  of  his  class,  being  veledictonan. 
He  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Bennett  Ty- 
ler, D.  D.,  and  Prof.  Howe,  and  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Am- 
herst, N.  H.,  March  4,  1829,  and  was  dismiss- 
ed, March  5,  1837,  having  accepted  a  call  to 
Park  Street  church,  Boston.  lie  was  install- 
ed over  that  church  March  22,  1837.  and  re- 
signed his  pastorate  and  was  dismissed  m 
July,  1818.  March  28,  1819,  he  was  itfslalle  I 
over  the  Congregational  church  here,  Rev, 
Benjamin  Labarve,  D.  i\,  President  oi  M  U 
dlebury  College,  preaching  the  sermon,  and 
was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  July  1,  l$t>3, 
from  which  time  uutil  Ins  death  he  remained 
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in  Rutland  without  a  charge.  He  had  beea 
at  different  times  Chaplain  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Senate,  Trustee  of  Dartmouth  College, 
Member  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioner*  for  Foreign 
Missions,  Director  of  the  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  etc.  He  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont,  in  1852.  He  died  here, 
April  14,  1869. 

Rev.  Norman  Seaver,  D.  D.,  son  of  Nor- 
man and  Anna  Maria  (Bigelow)  Seaver  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  April  23d,  1834,  and 
graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1854.  He 
studied  theology  at  the  Andover  Theological 
Seminary,  graduating  there  in  1860.  He  wa3 
ordained  here  as  colleague  pastor  with  Rev. 
Dr.  Aiken,  Aug.  29,  186C.  On  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Aiken,  July  1st,  1863,  he  became  sole 
pastor,  and  was  dismissed  ia  September,  1868, 
at  his  own  request.  December  30,  1868,  he 
was  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  (  Henry  street ),  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
where  he  now  is.  He  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  D.  D.,  from  Middlebury  College,  in 
1866. 

Rev.  James  Gibson  Johnson,  the  present 
and  sixth  pastor,  is  a  native  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  He  prepared  for  college  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  (where  his  mother  now 
resides ),  and,  entering  Union  College,  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  graduated  there  in  the 
class  of  1863.  He  studied  theology  at  the 
Princeton  (New  Jersey)  Thelogical  Seminary, 
and  graduated  in  1866. 

He  was  ordained  at  Newburyport,  Mass., 
Dec  27,  1866,  and  was  settled  over  the  second 
Presbyterian  church  in  that  city,  where  he  re- 
mained until  Oct.  1,  1868,  when  he  resigned. 

Immediately  after  his  resignation  he  em- 
barked on  a  tour  through  Europe  and  the 
East,  and  was  absent  about  a  year.  Return- 
ing, Oct.  7,  1S69,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
antil  his  acceptance  of  the  call,  April  1,  1870, 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  Congregational  church 
Jbere  and  was  installed  April  21st. 

In  1783,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont  from  a  part  of  the  in- 
cabitants  of  Rutland  and  Pittsford,  being  in 
what  is  known  as  "Whipple  Hollow,"  a-king 
for  the  establishing  of  a  parish  by  the  name 
of  "Orange  Parish,"  The  petitii  n  was  refer- 
redto  a  c  mimittee,  and  on  their  report  the 
request  was  refused.    They  however  organi- 


zed themselves  into  a  parish,  built  a  meeting- 
house and  employed  the  Rev.  Abraham  Car- 
penter as  their  pastor,  who  remained  with 
them  until  his  death.  He  was  what  was 
called  "  a  strict  Congregationalist,"  and,  in 
1773  or  1774,  was  settled  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  denomination  in  Plainfield,  N.H., 
without  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  town. 
In  March,  1779,  the  town  voted  to  accept 
him  as  the  minister  of  the  town,  and  by  this 
action  he  received  the  right  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  first  settled  minister,  consisting  of 
360  acres,  a-nd  worth  probably  about  the  same 
number  of  dollars.  He  continued  to  preach 
there  eight  e-r  ten  years  longer,  preaching  in 
his  own  kitchen,  in  private  houses  or  in  the 
open  air,  until  he  was  dismissed  and  came  to 
this  town.  He  remained  connected  with  the 
"Orange  Parish"  until  hi3  death,  which  Oc- 
curred in  September,  1797. 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  first  notice  that  we  have  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Cnurch  in  Rutland,  is  a  notice 
that  appeared  in  M,irch,  1784,  that  Rev.  Mr. 
Chittenden  would  deliver  a  strmon  to  the 
Episcopal  society,  in  the  State  House,  Rut- 
land, and  on  the  30th  of  Sepi ember  of  the 
same  year  it  was  announced  that  "  A  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  is  formed  in  Rutland 
and  vicinity  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr. 
Ogden.*  No  results  appear  to  h^ve  followed 
fro-m  this  organization,  although  the  annual 
conventions  of  the  Church  were  held  in  Rut- 
land, and  the  parish  was  represented  by  lay 
delegates  in  1795,  1802  and  1807.  In  1817 
another  attempt  was  made,  and  February 
19th  of  that  year  "  The  Protestant  Episcopal 
Society  oi  Trinity  Church,  Rutland,"  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  George  T  Chapman, 
then  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  On  the  13th  of 
September,  IS  18,  Bi.-hop  Griswold,  of  the 
Eastern  Diocese,  visited  Rutland,  and  in  his 
annual  address  says  that  this  Church  "  have 
been  very  desirous  to  obtain  the  permanent 
services  of  a  settled  minister,  ana  have  man- 
ifested a  very  laudable  liberality  in  o-fi'ering 
to  subscribe  for  his  maintenance.  They  have 
been  di«appoin'ed  and  disheartened." 

In  1826,  "  St.  John's  Church,  Centre ville, 
I  Rutland,"  was  received  intoconnecti  >Q  with 
the  Convention,  and  Rev.  Louis  Mc  Donald, 

*  Thora  must  evidently  be  eomo  mistake  liere  M  to 
dates  hh  aoither  Mr.  Chittenden  aor  Mr.  Ogden  were 
iuordoisut  the  dateit  diiecifivd.  Ed. 
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as  Minister,  in  June,  1826,  reports  that  "  serv- 
ices have  been  kept  up  between  this  and  the 
East  Parish  alternately  since  February  last." 
In  1831,  Rev.  Moore  Bingham  officiated  for 
some  time,  but  for  how  long  I  have  been  un- 
able to  ascertain,  as  "  Visiting  Minister  "  of 
St.  John's  Church,  and  from  this  time  that 
Church  seems  to  have  ceased  to  exist. 

In  January,  1832,  Rev.  John  A.  Hicks  ac- 
cepted the  Rectorship  of  Trinity  Church, — 
and  from  that  time  the  real  existence  of  the 
church  may  be  dated, — a  church  building 
was  soon  erected,  which  was  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Hopkins  in  May,  1833.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Hicks  married,  September,  1828,  Lucy, 
daughter  of  George  Cleveland  of  Middlebury, 
Vt.  Mrs.  Hicks  died  at  Rutland,  August 
10th,  1360.  Dr.  Hicks  left  a  family  of  nine 
children. 

O-n  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hicks, 
the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Henry  Hopkins,  D.  D., 
LL.D.,  D.  C.  L.,  Oxon.,  officiated  until  the 
first  of  October,  1860,  when  he  was  elected 
and  accepted  the  office  of  Rector  for  two 
years. 

Bishop  Hopkins  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, January  30,  1792,  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  in  1800,  and  was  educated 
chiefly  by  his  mother.  He  was  originally  a 
maker  of  iron,  then  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  practiced  his  profession 
at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  was  rapidly  rising  to 
eminence,  when,  in  1823,  he  left  the  bar  for 
the  ministry,  and  was  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Bishop  White,  December  14th,  1S23  and  a 
Priest  in  May,  1824,  and  immediately  became 
Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Pittsburg.  In  1831 
he  resigned,  and  became  Assistant  Minister 
of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  elected  the  first  Bishop 
of  the  separate  Diocese  of  Vermont,  in  May, 
1832,  and"  was  consecrated  in  New  York,  Oct. 
31  of  the  same  year,  by  Bishop  White.  He 
immediately  came  to  Vermont,  accepting,  at 
the  same  time,  the  Rectorship  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Burlington.  He  resigned  the  Rector- 
ship of  that  Church  in  1856,  in  order  that  he 
might  devote  himself  more  unreservedly  to 
Diocesan  works  and  the  building  up  of  the 
"Vermont  Episcopal  Institute."  He  died  at 
Burlington,  Jan.  9,  1868. 

Rev.  Roger  S.  Howard,  D.  D.,  succeeded 
Bishop  Hopkins,  and  became  Rector  Dec.  1, 
1861,  and  remained  until  Juno,  1867,  when 
he  resigned.    Rev.  Dr.  Howard  was  a  native 
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of  Vermont,*  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  1829.  He  represented  the  town 
of  Thetford  in  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  in 
1849.  He  subsequently  studied  for  the  min- 
istry. Before  coming  to  Rutland,  he  was  the 
Rector  of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Portland, 
Me.  From  here  he  went  to  Woodctock,  and 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  July,  1867,  became 
Rector  of  St.  James'  Church.  He  remained 
there  some  over  a  year,  and  then  resigned  to 
accept  the  Presidency  of  Norwich  University 
and  the  Rectorship  of  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Northfield.  Dr.  Howard  resigned  his  offices 
at  Northfield  in  1872  and  is  now  (1875)  Rec- 
tor of  the  Church  of  the  Reconciliation,  Web- 
ster, Mass.  Rev.  Dr.  Howard,  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  John  Milton  Peck,  who  assumed  the 
Rectorship  of  the  Church,  August  1,  1867, 
and  remained  three  years. 

In  1859,  an  Episcopal  Church  and  Society 
was  organized  at  West  Rutland,  by  the  name 
of  Grace  Church,  and  was  admitted  into 
union  with  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese, 
June  6,  1860.  This  church  never  had  a  resi- 
dent Rector,  but  Rev.  D.  Willis  of  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  had  pastoral  charge  during  a  portion 
of  the  years  1859  and  1860.  After  him,  Rev. 
Albert  H.  Bailey  took  charge  of  the  pari-h 
as  its  Rector,  commencing  June  17,  1860,  offi- 
ciating one  half  of  the  time.  Since  the  close 
of  his  labors  the  parish  has  become  practically 
extinct. 

[We  here  omit  Mr.  Williams'  account  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  as  also  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  having  fuller  histories  prepared  par- 
ticularly for  the  Gazetteer  by  their  Rever- 
ened  pastors,  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Hall.  And 
the  history  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
having  in  hand  a  paper  for  the  same  prepar- 
ed by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. — Ed.] 

U5IVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

The  Universalists  organized  a  society  here 
about  the  year  1853,  Rev.  Charles  Woodhouse 
supplying  the  pulpit.  He  remained  here 
some  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
H.  P.  Cutting,  who  only  remained  a  short 
time.  Their  place  of  meeting  was  in  the  hall 
of  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Merchants' 
Row  and  West  Street.  After  Mr.  Cutting 
left,  the  society  became  practically  extinct. 

In  February,  1858,  a  religious  society  call- 
ing themselves  "Christians,"  founded  by  El- 
der Miles  Grant  of  Boston,  was  organized  by 

*  Thetford,  Orunge  Co.— Ed. 
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the  name  of  "  Christ  Church."  They,  in 
1860,  built  a  church  or  chapel  on  West 
Street,  which  is  now  known  as  the  "  Free 
Christian  Chapel."  The  first  regular  preach- 
er was  Elder  Matthew  Batcheider,  who  re- 
mained about  three  years,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Elder  H.  F.  Carpenter,  who  was  followed 
by  Elder  George  W.  Stetson.  The  church  is 
now,  and  has  been  for  some  time  vacant." 

LIBERAL  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

A  Liberal  Christian  Society  was  organized 
in  Rutland,  July  20th,  1S67.  Since  the  soci- 
ety was  organized  it  has  been  supplied  from 
one  to  five  Sabbaths  each  by  Rev.  Dr.  Steb- 
bins  and  Rev.  William  Tilden  of  Boston, 
Rev.  J.  F.  Moors  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  Rev. 
Mr.  Reynolds  of  Concord,  Mass.  In  addition 
to  these  temporary  supplies,  Rev.  C.  A.  Hay- 
den  of  Boston  supplied  the  pulpit  one  half  of 
the  time  for  six  months.  Rev.  F.  W.  Holland 
was  employed  by  the  society  from  the  second 
Sunday  of  February  to  the  second  day  of 
August,  1869.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  L.  W«  Brigham,  who  commenced  his 
labors  on  the  third  Sunday  of  September, 
1869,  and  remained  until  the  second  Sunday 
of  September,  1S70." 

We  have  thus  imperfectly  passed  in  review 
the  different  religious  societies  in  Rutland 
and  their  several  pastors,  and  trust  that  we. 
have  succeeded  in  rescuing  some  facts  and 
dates  from  oblivion,  and  placing  others,  which 
would  soon  be  forgotten,  in  a  form  in  which 
they  may  be  preserved. 

THIRD  DAY. 

OLD  FOLKS'  CONCERT  AT  RIPLEY  OPERA  HALL. 

From  the  Rutland  Herald. 

It  was  a  happy  conception,  most  admirably 
carried  out.  Not  a  little  of  the  praise  is  due 
to  the  Wales  Cornet  Band.  North  Benning- 
ton may  well  be  proud  of  it,  as  we  are  of  our 
Rutland  Choral  Society.  To  say  there  was  a 
full  house  does  not  at  all  express  the  idea 
It  was  packed,  jammed,  and  long  before  the 
curtain  rose  hundreds  had  gone  away,  unable 
to  gain  a  foot  place  on  the  floor.  The  orches- 
tra consisted  of  the  above  named  band,  Mrs. 
W.  N.  Oliver  of  our  town,  soprano  soloist, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Moore  of  Burlington,  pianist,  our 
townsman,  Mr.  J.  N.  Baxter,  solo  flutist, 
with  our  Rutland  Choral  Society,  under  the 
direction  of  R.  J.  Humphrey,  for  the  chorus. 
Of  the  band  we  have  onlv  good  words.  Thev 
have  most  agreeably  disappointed  our  com- 
munity. 

Last  not  least,  we  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  honest  praise  of  what  has  "been  ac- 


complished by  our  Rutland  choral  Society. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Humphrey,  their  indefatigable  con- 
ductor, identified  with  the  society  from  its 
beginning,  and  without  promise  of  reward 
has  labored  incessantly  for  its  welfare.  From 
feeble  beginnings  he  has  seen  the  society 
come  to  be  one  of  the  established  institutions 
of  our  county.  Their  performance  last  night 
was  truly  gratifying  to  all  who  listened.  We 
noticed  that  many  tearful  eyes  bore  testi- 
mony to  their  effective  singing,  among  the 
older  portion  of  the  audience,  while  the  old 
fugue  tunes  were  being  sung,  their  memory 
doubtless  quickened  by  the  quaint  tableau  of 
the  spinning  wheel  and  yarn-swifts  in  the 
corner.  But  the  grandest,  noblest  feature  of 
the  entertainment  was  when,  in  instant  recog- 
nition of  the  first  notes  of  the  closing  piece 
of  the  evening,  the  entire  audience,  without 
a  word  or  hint,  voluntarily  rose  and  joined 
in  our  sublime  national  anthem,  "The  Star 
Spangled  Banner." 

A  rich  display  of  the  occasion,  which  we 
had  almost  omitted  to  mention,  was  the  dis- 
play of  the  "  Flood-wood  Militia,"  dressed 
and  undressed,  between  the  first  and  second 
parts  of  the  concert.  Their  drill,  perhaps 
though  not  according  to  Hardee's  tactics, 
was  for  the  occasion  much  more  pleasing, 
eliciting  Rounds  ef  applause,  and  though 
they  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  there  was  none 
able  to  Chase  'em. 

FOURTH  AND  LAST  DAY. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  a  large  au- 
dience assembled  at  the  Opera  House,  to  hear 
the  Rev.  James  Davie" Butler,  LL.D.,  a  native 
of  Rutland,  but  now  a  resident  of  Madison, 
Wis. 

EXTRACTS  FROM   THE  ADDRESS  OF  REV.  MR. 
BUTLER. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven  years 
ago,  and  perhaps  on  this  self-same  day,  im- 
perial Rome  was  celebrating  one  of  h-er  cen- 
tennials. The  cry  of  the  heralds  was,  con- 
venite  ad  ludos  spectandos  quos  n<>e  speciavit 
quisquam  nec  spectaturus  est,  "  Assemble 
yourselves  and  behold  a  spectacle  which  no 
one  has  ever  beheld,  or  will  behold  again."  The 
festival  lasted  three  days.  Every  night  was 
elivened  by  dances,  every  night  and  every 
day  was  solemnized  by  sacrifices.  The  choral 
ode  had  been  composed  by  the  poet  Horace, 
then  at  the  height  of  his  fame.  Its  intrica- 
ces  made  Byron,  and  still  make  classical 
tyros  hate  its  author,  but  its  patriotic  and 
exultant  strains  were  equally  perspicuous  and 
welcome  to  thrice  nine  youths  and  as  many 
maidens,  no  one  of  them  bereaved  of  either 
father  or  mother,  who  formed  the  choir  which 
run"  them  out  in  the  Circus  Maxiraus.  It 
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was  a  happy  era.  Legends  regarding  the 
Trojan  origin  of  Rome  had  just  been  crystal- 
lzed,  as  in  a  mammoth  Kohinoor,  in  the 
iEaeid  of  Virgil.  The  city  which  Augustus 
had  found  brick  he  was  fast  transforming  to 
marble.  The  temple  of  the  war-god,  Janus, 
was  shut,  for  there  remained  no  foes  to  con- 
quer worthy  of  the  Roman  steel.  Rome  was 
the  only  universal  empire  the  sun  ever  shone 
upon,  and  hence  was  greater  than  all  which 
had  gone  before,  or  that  were  to  come  after 
her.  She  only  wore  without  co-rival  all  its 
dignities.  Such  was  a  centennial  in  the  most 
high  and  palmy  state  of  the  Cesars. 

What  is  ours  to-day  ?  We  celebrate  the 
arrival  of  the  first  pilgrim  train  which  here 
Bettled.  One  century  ago  a  dozen  people 
entered  this  valley  with  a  view  to  make  it 
their  home.  They  brought  with  them  noth- 
ing save  what  they  could  carry,  either  on 
their  own  backs  or  on  pack  horses.  No 
farmer's  ox-team  had  as  yet  been  driven  over 
the  mountain.  They  had  not  much  of  educa- 
tion or  property.  Their  houses  were  of  log3, 
low,  narrow,  and  destitute  of  furniture.  For 
20  years  the  title  to  their  lands  hung  in 
doubt  before  them.  They  were  far  from 
markets  where  they  could  sell  what  they  did 
not  want,  and  buy  what  they  did.  War  to 
the  scalping-knife  soon  raged  around  them, 
and  that  for  7  years.  For  49  years  there 
was  no  church  really  in  this  village.  The 
recruits  who  joined  the  first  comers,  some  of 
them  outlawed  by  New  York— others  desert- 
ers from  more  than  one  army, — others  leav- 
ing their  country  for  their  country's  good,  or 
having  lost  caste  there,  remind  one  of  David's 
partisans  when  "  if  any  man  was  in  distress, 
or  if  any  man  was  in  debt,  or  if  any  man 
was  discontented,"  they  betook  themselves  to 
h-is  cave  in  the  cliff.  Moreover,  during  40 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century  Rutland  was 
notorious  as  a  case  of  arrested  development, 
like  the  legendary  monkeys  who  were  in- 
tended for  men,  but  whose  creation  being  be- 
gun on  Saturday  afternoon,  was  stopped  in 
accordance  with  the  Connecticut  Blue  Laws, 
by  the  coming  on  of  the  Sabbath,  while 
they  were  still  "scarce  half  made  up."  Hence 
a  satirist  would  say  that  Rutland  was  fitly 
named  after  the  smallest  county  in  England, 
and  one  chiefly  famous  for  producing  the 
smallest  specimen  of  a  British  dwarf.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  pompous  ceremonial 
of  this  week,  in  honor  of  the  birth  of  a  town 


so  insignificant  long  after  its  cradle  years, 
may  appear  the  comedy  of  "  Much  ado  about 
Nothing," — like  the  sacrifice  of  an  ox  on  an 
altar  dedicated  to  a  fly.  To  what  purpose  is 
this  waste?  Imperial  Rome  and  Infantile 
Rutland  !  That  was  to  this,  Hyperion  to  a 
Satyr. 

Nevertheless,  townsmen,  you,  like  me,  have 
beheld  with  equal  wonder  and  deliyht  the 
primitive  pettiness  of  Rutland  after  long 
burial  come  forth  in  a  better  resurrection  and 
swelled  to  fair  proportion. 

In  my  western  home  striving  to  vie  with 
Mr.  Hall  in  reference  to  those  local  details 
by  which  he  has  made  the  past  re-live  and 
look  us  in  the  face,  I  should  be  dropping 
buckets  into  empty  wells,  and  growing  old 
with  drawing  nothing  up,  while  my  chroni- 
cles of  Rutland,  through  lack  of  local  coloring, 
would  resemble  that  picture  of  the  Israelites 
crossing  the  Red  Sea  which  was  all  one  dead 
wall  or  barn  door  of  Spanish  brown.  When 
the  artist  was  asked,  "  Where  are  the  Child- 
ren of  Israel  ?  "  the  answer  was,  "  They  have 
all  passed  over  " — and  when  the  question  re- 
curred, "  Where  are  the  hosts  of  Pharaoh  ?  " 
"Why  they,"  said  he,  "  they  are  all  drowned. 

After  all,  as  a  child  of  Rutland,  as  the  son 
of  a  man  who  settled  in  this  town  in  the 
second  decade  of  its  existence,  and  made  it 
his  home  during  more  than  half  a  century, — 
yes,  as  myself  a  Rutland-r  who,  while  travel- 
ing more  than  half  rouu  i  the  world,  has  still 
retained  an  untraveled  heart,  I  would  fain 
speak  to  you  as  I  can, — though  I  cannot  as 
I  would.    *    *    *  w 

The  Rutland  pioneers  brought  with  them 
not  a  little  that  no  sharp  eye  could  detect  in 
their  scanty  outfit.  Those  of  t-hem  who  were 
most  eager  to  escape  from  the  past,  those  who 
had  deserted  their  native  lands  lacking  both 
inheritance  and  occupation  there,  as  it  were 
instinctively,  established  institutions  analo- 
gous to  those  on  which  they  had  turned  their 
backs. 

In  reference  to  law.  their  spirit  was  that 
of  the  forefathers  of  Connecticut,  who  voted 
to  be  bound  by  the  laws  of  Moses  till  they 
had  time  to  make  others  better.  As  to  the 
execution  of  law,  they  appointed  the  needful 
officers  and  backed  them  up  by  the  whole 
force  of  the  community,  A  convicted  crim- 
inal could  not  get  reprieved  f>r  a  second  trial 
unless  some  reliable  man  would  volunteer  to 
be  hanged  as  his  substitute  if  legal  trickery 


1024 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


should  clear  him,  as  Ethan  Allen  once  vol- 
unteered in  Bennington.  Some  of  them  were 
ignorant,  but  you  have  heard  how  early  they 
established  a  school  and  built  a  school-house. 
Too  many  of  them  were  personally  irrelig- 
ious, but  they  soon  called  a  minister  and 
reared  a  sanctuary,  though  rather  far  off, — 
and  out  of  the  way.  Moreover,  the  Rutland- 
erB  brought  with  them  to  their  new  abode 
the  township  system  in  which  they  had  been 
nurtured.  That  style  of  local  government 
for  maintaining  the  neighborhood  poor,  as 
well  as  for  providing  roads,  bridges,  police, 
schools  and  churches,  in  the  way  which  seems 
best  to  a  majority  of  the  citizens  convened  in 
a  town  or  church  meeting,  was  long  deemed 
an  expedient  too  simple  and  natural  to  de- 
serve any  fame,  but  since  the  eulogies  of  the 
philosophic  De  Tocqueville  it  has  become 
famous  as  the  best  illustration  extant  of  pure 
democracy  States  made  up  of  such  elements 
are  immortal,  and 

"  Vital  in  every  part, 
Cannot  but  by  annihilating  die" 

The  word  "  Town,"  which  Texans  to  this 
day  define  "a  place  where  whiskey  is  sold," 
to. a  Kutlander  meant  protection,  education, 
sociability,  religion. 

The  event  which  we  have  gathered  to  hold 
in  remembrance  has  come  to  seem  to  me  more 
memorable  than  I  at  first  thought  it,  as  a 
representative  specimen  of  colonization. 

One  of  the  great  means  by  which  man  has 
improved  his  condition.  Such  has  been  its 
tendency  among  Jews  downward  from  when 
Abraham  heard  the  voice  of  God,  saying, 
"  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and  I  will 
make  of  thee  a  great  nation." 

Just  one  century  ago  England  essayed  by 
paper  proclamations  and  surveyors' chains  to 
dam  up  the  migrational  wave  which  then 
first  began  to  roll  inward  from  the  Atlantic 
States.  } 

"She  might  as  well  co  stand  npon  the  hi^ach, 
And  bid  the  mnin  flood  bate  its  usu;tl  height." 

No  sooner  are  farmers  established  in  any 
region  than  all  rarieties  of  artisan-,  traders 
and  profess. onal  men  flock  thither — to  build 
their  houses,  furnish  them  clothing,  furniture, 
foreign  gewgaws,  buy  their  produce,  as  well 
as  dose  them  with  pills  and  preaching,  pumps 
and  politics,  lectures  and  liquors. 

In  new  communities  wages,  measured  by 
the  price  of  wheat,  are  enormous.  They  are 
also  high  in  money.    With  a  view  to  keep 


them  down,  one  of  the  earliest  laws  in  Mas- 
sachusetts forbade  any  one  to  give  or  take 
more  than  two  shillings  for  a  day's  work. 
Mauger  all  this,  prices  went  up.  When  the 
carpenter  had  finished  the  town  stocks,  his 
charge  seemed  so  exhorbitant  that  the  indig- 
nant magistrates  forced  him  to  sit  as  the  first 
culprit,  wiih  his  own  feet  fast  in  his  own 
handiwork. 

In  States  new  born  no  tall  trees  keep  down 
the  underbrush, — every  man's  energies  dnl 
ample  room.  *  *  A  boy  who  had  grown 
up  in  Ticonderoga  as  a  pauper  migrated  to 
St.  Louis  and  there  became  worth  more  than 
all  the  inhabitants  of  his  native  town.  *  * 

The  first  steps  of  the  movement  for  coloni- 
zation intra  continental  and  trans-coniinent - 
al,  I  date  just  one  century  ago,  and  simulta- 
neous with  the  planting  of  Rutland. 

Two  years  before,  in  176S,  Carver  returned 
to  New  England  from  exploring  t:.e  upr  er 
Mississippi,  and  first  proposed  opening  a 
passage  across  the  continent,  as  t:ie  best 
route  for  communication  with  China  and  the 
East  Indies.  In  1769,  Pontiac,  the  evil 
genius  so  long  repressive  of  western  advent- 
urers, perished.  In  the  same  year,  Daniel 
Boone  first  saw  the  Kentucky.  In  1770, 
forty  Virginians  reached  the  Cumberland. 
Carolinians  penetrated  to  Natchez,  Connecti- 
cut men  were  at  Wyoming, — were  seeking 
land  grants  on  the  lower  Mississippi. — T-rre 
claiming  800  miles  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 
Hear  the  prophecy  of  these  last  kn:_:.is 
errant.    *  * 

"  In  fifty  years  our  people  will  be  mere 
than  half  over  this  tract,  extensive  as  it  is  ; 
in  less  than  one  century  the  whole  may  be- 
come even  well  cultivated.    *  * 

Besides  all  this,  I  have  chanced  to  dis- 
cover an  event  that  took  place  on  the  self- 
same year  and  month  and  Ja>/  which  we  now 
commemorate, — one  hundred  years  ago  this 
day, — and  which  emphatically  marks  that 
era  as  the  day-spring  of  colonizatiou  break- 
ing over  the  limits  of  the  Atlantic  col  □  s 
In  the  very  hours*  when  the  first  orders 
to  Rutland  were  here  arriving,  George  Wash- 
ington, on  horseback,  was  making  h;>  6rst 
day's  march  in  a  nine  weeks'  expedition  be- 
yond the  Virginia  mountains  in  sear.:;  of 
western  lands,  farms  which  had  been  grant- 
ed his  soldiers  by  the  Legislature. 

*  October  5th,  1770,  Wellington's  Journal, 
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This  coincidence  in  the  movements  of 
Washington  and  of  the  Rutlanders  should 
seem  to  us  as  remarkable  as  a  cat's  eyes  com- 
ing just  where  there  are  holes  in  her  skin 
then  seemed  to  the  liege  lord  of  both  of  them, 
George  III.  Neither  Rutlander  nor  Wash- 
ington was  content  to  vegetate  like  the  rhu- 
barb uie-plant  under  a  barrel  and  see  the 
world  only  through,  its  bung-hole. 

The  hamlet  here  a  hundred  years  ago  was 
Lilliputian,  almost  contemptible  in  itself. 
Yet  it  was  the  baby  figure  of  a  giant  mays, 
henceforth  to  come  at  large.  It  was  among 
the  first  outbreaks,  or  rather  inbreaks,  of  the 
irrepressible  Yankee.  That  Yankee  spirit, 
— colonizing  in  order  to  cultivation  and  cul- 
ture,— my  eyes  have  seen  its  miracles  beyond 
the  Missouri,  beyond  the  Sierra  Nevada,  in 
Hawaiian  Honolulu,  in  Egyptian  Thebes,  in 
Syrian  Beyroot.  — 
.  Thus  the  spring  which  here  gushed  forth, 
a  century  ago,  was  one  head  of  a  river  that 
was  to  flow  on  and  on  making  glad  the  cities 
of  the  world.  To  what  shall  I  compare  this 
fountain?  It  seems  to  mo  like  a  picture  of 
the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  our  Inde- 
pendence,— small  to  the  eye,  great  to  the 
mind.  To  the  eye  it  is  fifty  men  in  plain 
clothes,  in  a  room  plainly  furnished,  writing 
their  names.  To  the  mind  it  is  nothing  less 
than  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
empire  of  hope, 

She  that  lifts  up  the  manhood  of  the  poor, 

She  of  the  open  heart,  anil  open  hand, 

With  room  enough  about  her  hearth  for  all  mankind. 

Mr.  Hall's  pictures  of  Rutland  in  its  swad- 
dling-clothes seem  to  me  the  best  that  can  be 
painted  by  one  shut  up  to  his  sources  of 
knowledge.  But  he  was  not  an  eye-witness 
how  Rutland  hegan  to  be,  and  I  doubt  if  he 
ever  had  an  historical  talk  with  more 
than  one  ante-revolutionary  settler,  or  if  he 
ever  entered  a  town  not  yet  five  years  old. 

Nevertheless,  the  truth  is  that  history  re- 
peats itself.  What  Vermont  was  in  1770, 
Nebraska  is  in  1S70,  or  rather  all  social  eras 
are  co-existent  and  cotemporaneous.  Ac- 
cordingly whatever  Mr.  Hall  has  described 
from  tradition  my  eyes  have  seen  beyond  the 
Missouri.  Voyaging  up  that  river  I  have 
sailed  up  the  stream  of  time.  Let  Mr.  Hall 
go  out  West,  and  there,  names  and  dates 
being  changed,  ha  shall  behold  as  waking 
realities  what,  after  all  antiquarian  researches 
here,  must  remain  the  baseless  fabric  of  a 


vision.  The  Rutland  "  of  the  dark  back- 
ward "  he  shall  there  survey  cut  out  of  the 
distant  past  and  brought  safe  into  the  present. 
How  shall  I  pardon  him  that  he  has  not  long 
ago  pilgrimed  where  such  ravishing  views  of 
settlements  in  babyhood  are  as  familiar  aa 
babies  themselves?  Why  seeks  he  the  living 
among  the  dead  ? 

Mr.  Hall's  mosaic  has  shown  you  a  fac 
simile  of  an  incipient  commonwealth.  la 
the  great  valley  of  the  West  such  beau  ideals 
are  daily  realized,  so  that  your  bodily  eyes 
may  gaze  in  broad  day  upon  whatever  he 
has  contemplated  only  through  the  moonlight 
of  memory,  and  has  shown  only  to  your 
mind's  eye. 

It  were,  perhaps,  natural  to  expect  that  a 
speaker  in  the  position  now  assigned  me, 
would  contrast  Rutland  of  to-day  with  its 
aspect  in  1770.  But  the  Rutland  of  to-day 
is  known  to  you  and  unknown  to  me.  If, 
therefore,  I  should  expatiate  on  that  theme, 
I  must  fare  as  I  did  two  years  ago  ia  the 
University  of  Athens,  when  showing  the 
students  how  to  pronounce  their  vernacular 
Greek.  Again,  how  shall  one  contract  sopje- 
thing  with  nothing?  and  in  1770,  Rutland 
was  still  nothing  in  respect  to  the  works  of 
man,  while,  as  to  the  works  of  God, — aside 
from  the  destruction  of  forests, — all  things 
remain  as  at  the  first.  The  mountain  farms 
and  their  sky  lines,  here  as  round  about 
Jerusalem, — thank  Heaven, — can  never  be 
much  changed.  I  see  them  to-day  just  as  I 
saw  them  when  my  eyes  first  learned  to  de- 
light in  them  as  the  heaven- kissing  wail  of  a 
valley  embosoming  all  the  sweets  of  nature, 
while  excluding  the  cares  and  sorrows  of  the 
world.  I  see  them  as  my  father  saw  them 
in  17S6,  and  as  the  first  comers  saw  them 
sixteen  years  before.  Well  has  some  one  as- 
serted that  no  man  is  ever  homesick  lor  ins 
natal  soil,  unless  its  scenery  is  such  that  he 
can  find  his  way  home  without  a  guide-board. 
The  reason  is  that  only  in  such  places  are 
the  features  of  Mother  Nature  unmistakable. 
When  a  man  born  on  a  prairie,  or  in  Chicago, 
returns  to  it  after  long  absence,  the  place! 
that  had  known  him  kuew  him  no  more.  Nor 
j  yet  does  he  know  the  places.  lie  cannot  reo- 
j  ognize  the  face  of  his  own  mother. 

It  is  on  this  account  that  the  Highlander! 
have  a  contempt  for  lowland  regions.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  a  Dutchman  was  quoting 
the  grandiloquent  hexameter  of  a  patriotic. 
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Holland  poet,  Tellurem  fecere  Dii,  sua  litora 
Belgae,  the  English  of  which  is  that,  "  while 
the  Gods  made  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  the 
Dutch  created  Holland,"  he  provoked  ray- 
Green  Mountain  pride  so  that  I  could  not 
help  retorting,  "  The  Dutch  made  Holland, 
did  they?  I  should  really  think  they  did;  it 
looks  as  if  a  Dutchman  had  made  it." 

But  the  characteristic  features  of  Rutland, 
even  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  its  everlasting 
hills,  the  trinity  of  goodly  mountains,  Kil 
lington,  Pico  and  Shrewsbury,  were  not  made 
by  hands,  or  only  by  His  hands  "which  by 
His  strength  setteth  fast  the  mountains  being 
girded  with  power." 

But  while  the  earth  abideth  forever,  one 
generation  passeth  away  and  another  genera- 
tion cometh.   Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ? 

M  Each  in  his  narrow  cell  forever  laid, 
The  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep." 

Meeting  lately  in  Iowa  a  Rutlander  who 
forty  years  ago  was  living  here  with  me,  we 
sat  down  and  talked  over  the  occupants  of 
every  house  at  that  time  in  this  Tillage. 
Only  two  or  three  could  we  remember  as 
dwelling  where  they  then  dwelt, — "  a  glean- 
ing of  grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done." 
The  pioneer  Madam  Williams,  mother  of  the 
Governor,  the  lady  ancient  and  honorable, 
of  whom  my  earliest  feeling  was, — "  Nor 
spring  nor  summer  beauty  hath  such  grace 
as  I  have  seen  in  her  autumnal  face,"  had 
already  passed  away.  We  recalled  Temple, 
the  excellency  of  dignity ;  Williams,  the 
genial  judge,  whom  I  have  seen  weep  as  he 
sentenced  a  culprit  ;  Walker,  the  minister, 
who  was  to  me  more  awe-inspiring  than  the 
•whole  papal  conclave  in  after  years  ;  Hodges 
our  merchant  prince  ;  Strong,  rightly  named, 
for  he  was  strong  indeed  ;  Royce,  the  most 
popular  of  men,  and  Ormsbee,  the  most  acute ; 
Alvord,  from  whose  cabinet  shop  Congress- 
man Meacham  had  just  gone  to  college,  and 
who  was  just  about  to  send  General  Benja- 
min Alvord  to  West  Point. 

Senator  Foot  we  first  saw  when,  the  Castle- 
ton  Seminary  proving  bankrupt,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rutland  bar.  Who  then  could 
prophesy  that  he  would  live  to  preside  over 
the  national  Senate?  As  little  did  Page,  in 
the  bank,  foresee  that  he  was  training  up  a 
Governor.  Green,  Porter,  Fay,  Lord,  Bun, 
Gove,  Hall,  with  more  others  than  I  can 
mention,  crowded  upon  our  memories  and 
tongues, 


"  And  every  lovely  feature  of  their  life 
Did  come  appareled  in  more  precious  habit, 
Thau  wheu  tbey  lived  indeed." 

I  see  here  a  centennarian  city,  but  my  eyes 
seek  in  vain  a  centennarian  citizen.  I  saw 
one  ten  years  ago  in  the  capital  of  Wisconsin. 
I  was  there  making  a  Fourth  of  July  oration, 
and  there  sat  before  me  the  only  revolution- 
ary pensioner  surviving  in  the  State, — a 
hundred  years  old, — his  youth  passed  in  New 
England,  his  middle  life  in  New  York,  his 
age  on  the  Mississippi.  I  called  him  a  three- 
fold man, — who  had  fought  his  country's  foes 
on  the  land  and  on  the  sea,  "Look,"  I  cried, 
"  with  all  your  eyes  on  what  you  never  saw 
before,  and  never  will  see  hereafter  !  " 

The  people  took  the  horses  out  of  the  old 
man's  carriage,  and  drew  him  themselves  in 
triumph  round  the  park. 

Thus  would  we  delight  to  honor  a  Rutland 
centennarian,  did  Heaven  vouchsafe  us  one 
at  this  centennary. 

On  this  day  of  commemorating  our  ances- 
tors who  stood  here  a  century  ago,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  contrast  the  world  as  they 
saw  it  with  what  our  eyes  to-day  behold. 

1770  !  In  that  year  George  the  Third,  who, 
according  to  English  wits,  reigned  as  long  as 
he  could,  and  then  mizzled  and  misted,  and 
who, even  when  crazy  and  clapped  into  a  strait 
jacket  refused  to  believe  himself  a  limited  mon- 
arch, chose  Lord  North  for  his  prime  minister, 
who  for  a  three  penny  tax  on  tea  bartered  away 
the  brightest  jewel  of  the  crown,  and,  on  the 
next  morning  after  the  time  we  are  hallowing 
as  the  birthday  of  Rutland,  the  British  mon- 
arch, seeing  a  cannon  fired  twenty  times  in  a 
minute,  pronounced  it  an  argument  no  Bos- 
tonian  could  resist.  Yes,  a  hundred  years 
ago  all  England  hugged  the  delusion  that 
five  thousand  of  her  soldiers  could  subjugate 
America.  *  *  *  Capt.  Cook  was  circum- 
navigating the  globe,  though  as  yet  only  a 
lieutenant.  The  first  Napoleon  and  Welling- 
ton,— both  children  of  the  same  year, — were 
?till  unweaned  in  their  cradles.  The  two 
first  settlers  in  one  Vermont  township  had 
been  in  it  almost  a  year  before  either  knew 
that  the  other  was  there.  Their  non -inter- 
course was  of  a  piece  with  that  in  the  gr<  it 
world.  Countries  separated  by  a  hundred 
miles  of  geographical  distance  were  put 
asunder  a  thousand  miles  by  mutual  con- 
tempt, and  then  touched  one  another  at  only 
a  few  points,  while  now  no  king  can  turn 
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over  in  his  bed  without  disturbing  the  slum- 
bers of  a  dozen  neighboring  potentates.  * 

The  death  of  Whitefield  befel  on  the  fifth 
day  before  that  which  we  keep  as  the  birth- 
day of  Rutland,  and  the  death  of  Benning 
Wentworth,  the  New  Hampshire  Governor 
who  chartered  it,  was  on  the  sixteenth  day 
after.    *    *  * 

When  we  look  around  us  here,  where  can 
we  turn  that  our  eyes  do  not  rest  on  monu- 
ments of  the  last  century  ?  In  Rutland  we 
see  such  monuments  not  only  in  every  human 
work,  everything  whatever  graven  by  art 
and  man's  device,  but  in  most  of  the  inven- 
tions of  which  these  works  are  specimens.  I 
mean  agricultural  machinery,  which  has 
made  farming  a  sedentary  pursuit ;  postal 
facilities  "  which  waft  a  sigh  from  Indus  to 
the  pole  ;  "  drawing-room  cars  like  the  Queen 
City,  *  *  photography,  which  makes  the 
sun  stand  still  and  paint  our  portraits  ;  loco- 
motives, megatheria  mightier  by  far  than  all 
the  mammoths  of  Siberia  ;  and  the  telegraph, 
which,  though  it  hath  no  tongue,  doth  speak 
with  most  miraculous  organ. 

It  is  no  more  than  sixty-five  years  since 
the  first  whites  crossed  the  continent  in  our 
latitude.  Last  year  an  iron  river  had  flowed 
across  it  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Already  its 
banks  swarm  with  petti  era,  even  as  an  un- 
broken oasis  skirts  the  Suez  canal  all  through 
the  desert.  Rutland  had  seeu  twenty- one 
years  when  the  first  new  State  was  added  to 
the  original  thirteen.  Twenty-four  have 
now  been  added.  Vermonters  are  in  them 
all,  and  everywhere  at  home.  Long  after 
R,utland  began  to  be,  a  Vermont  judge  was 
in  a  minority  of  one  when  he  refused  Lo  recog- 
nize any  title  to  a  slave  except  a  bill  of  sale 
iu  the  handwriting  of  tiie  Lord  Almighty, 
but  we  behold  all  Americans  concurring  in 
his  opinion,  and  by  the  fifteenth  Amendment 
filling  up  the  "  great  gulf  fixed  "  which  so 
long  severed  the  North  and  the  South.  *  * 

Time  fails  me  to  descant  on  the  increase 
within  a  hundred  years.    *    *  * 

"  The  eye  affecteth  the  heart."  No  man 
who  saw  1770  also  sees  1370.    *    *  * 

What  has  been  will  be,  as  surely  as  the 
Mi^ouri,  which  has  dowed  two  thousand 
miles  to  Nebraska,  has  thus  gained  more 
strength  to  flow  further.    *    *  * 

Fellow  Townsmen :  *  *  *  There  is  a 
greater  as  well  as  a  lesser  Rutland.  Its  men 
have  gone  further  than  its  marblo.  New 


wine  will  burst  old  bottles.  As  the  Atheni- 
ans bounded  their  valley, — one  not  unlike 
this, — north  by  rye,  south  by  vines,  east 
by  wheat  and  west  by  olives,  so  the  Green 
Mountain  Boy,  who  has  his  birth  here,  will 
have  his  being  wherever  he  can  best  make 
his  own  boons  best  worth  having.  In  136D, 
three-fourths  as  many  Vermonters  were  re- 
siding elsewhere  as  within  their  own  State. 
One  year  ago  last  September,  on  the  cone  of 
a  Hawaiian  volcano,  I  encountered  one  long 
resident  there,  a  nephew  of  Luther  Daniels, 
and  whose  sister  had  been  among  my  earliest 
sweethearts. 

One  among  our  early  members  of  Congress 
used  to  say  that  the  yellow  butter  and  white 
girls  of  Vermont  were  better  than  the  yel- 
low girls  and  white  butter  at  Washington. 
No  doubt  they  always  will  be  ;  and  yet  Green 
Mountain  Boys  will  wander  to  Washington, 
— yes,  to  all  golden  gates.  Nevertheless, 
they  will  hold  fast  their  individuality,  a>  te- 
naciously as  that  Englishman  did  who,  when 

\       .  -  " 

afraid  of  chills  in  Indiana,  was  assured  by 

hia  landlady  that  he  was  out  of  danger,  be- 
cause he  carried  with  him  so  many  British 
airs,  such  a  Juhn  Bull  atmosphere,  that  he 
would  be  safe  while  all  Hoosiers  were  shak- 
ing. 

Rutland  will  grow  beyond  the  dreams  of 
all  its  founders, 
Its  honors  with  increase  of  ages  grow, 
Aa  streams  roll  du'.vn,  eulargiug  while  they  flow. 

But  those  born  here,  becoming  continentals, 
will  build  up  other  Rutlands  in  Nebraska. 
New  wine  will  burst  the  old  bottles.  A  Rut- 
lander,  once  a  schoolboy  here  with  me,  Moses 
M.  Strong,  thirty-three  years  ago  staked  out 
a  town  twelve  days'  journey  west  of  Lake 
Michigan,  now  my  home  and  the  capital  of 
Wisconsin,  which  has  three  times  the  popu- 
lation of  Vermont. 

Farmers  in  this  half  bushel  have  hoed 
among  rough  stones  till  they  have  beaten 
them  all  smooth  ;  they  will  be  off  for  prairies 
where  there  are  not  stones  enough  to  give 
stone  bruises  to  their  barefooted  boys,  or  to 
tree  homesteads  (which  yield  even  the  slovon- 
\y  farmer  from  each  acre  thirty  bushels  of 
wheat,  forty  of  barley,  fifty  of  oats  or  seventy- 
five  of  corn,  and  where  at  harvest  time  the 
farmers  first  till  up  all  out  doors  with  their 
crops,  and  then  gather  the  remnant  into 
barns,)  or  to  grazing  grounds  where  steers 
gain  three  pounds  a  day.    Thus  tiieir  plow.-, 
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as  was  well  remarked  by  the  earliest  and 
best  historian  of  Vermont.  "  will  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  the  habitable  creation." 

Some  outside  pressure  is  indeed  needful  to 
push  one  nurtured  here  out  of  this  amphi- 
theatre into  that  Mediterranean  valley  where 
he  will  never  see  a  mountain  until  he  gets 
faith  enough  to  move  one,  but  when  he  has 
once  possessed  a  prairie  it  is  harder  to  draw 
him  east  again  than  to  move  a  mountain,  or 
even  a  meeting-house.  Hence,  he  is  like  one 
of  his  own  contrary  calves.  You  must  pull 
his  ears  off  before  he  will  begin  sucking, — 
and  then  you  must  pull  his  tail  off  before  he 
will  stop. 

Again,  according  to  the  census  of  1860, 
the  males  in  Iowa  out-numbered  the  females 
by  more  than  39,000.  No  wonder  when  you 
tell  an  Iowan  he  ought  to  take  a  wife,  he 
answers:  "Whose  wife  shall  I  take  ?  "  and 
that  railroad  conductors,  at  refreshment  sta- 
tions, cry  out:  11  Twenty  minutes  for  dinner 
and  Chicago  divorces."  On  the^Dther  hand, 
New  England  had  nearly  37,000  more  females 
than  males.  In  this  heyday  of  woman's 
rights  will  the  fair,  like  Jepthah's  daughter 
going  up  and  down  the  mountains,  bewail 
their  virginity  in  Vermont,  where  they  can 
no  more  find  husbands  than  hair  on  a  bald 
head,  or  than  Spain  can  find  a  king  ? — or 
will  they  hunt  husbands  in  the  West  ? 

Neither.  Nevertheless,  where  the  carcass 
is  the  eagles  will  be  gathered.  Green  Mount- 
ain girls  will  cross  the  Missouri  in  order  to 
visit  some  cousin,  or  to  teach,  or  even  to  do 
plain  sewing.  But  school -houses  are  Cupid's 
mouse-traps.  Their  needles  may  be  war- 
ranted not  to  cut  in  the  eye,  but  it  will  turn 
out  that  that  is  more  than  can  be  said  con- 
cerning the  users  of  them.    *    *  * 

In  the  future,  more  and  more  Rutlanders 
becoming  not  only  continentals  but  cosmo- 
politans, leaving  those  who  will,  to  sluggar- 
dize  at  home,  will  see  abroad  the  wonders  of 
the  world, — earth's  kingdoms  and  their  glory. 
Notwithstanding  they  will  return,  as  I  did, 
from  all  continents  of  memory  to  our  own, 
as  the  continent  of  hope.    *  * 

Townsmen!  sweet  is  this  reunion,  like  the 
evening  gathering  together  those  whom  morn- 
ing had  scattered.  Worthy  is  it  to  be  called 
a  jubilee  and  proclaimed  in  the  old  Hebrew 
fashion  with  silver  trumpets.  It  is  a  scene, 
take  it  for  all  in  aH,  we  ne'er  shall  look  upon 
its  like  again, — the  hospitable  home-keepers 


bidding  us,  outsiders,  come  and  see  them 
every  week  and  stay  a  fortnight  every  time. 
It  reminds  me  of  a  way-side  sett9e  along  the 
highways  in  Germany,  beneath  shade  or 
fruit-trees, — a  shelf  behind  its  back  on  which 
way-farers  may  rest  their  burdens,  a  fount- 
ain and  flowers  before  it,  the  road  trodden 
and  to  be  trod  in  full  view,  castle,  cathedral, 
city,  in  the  distance. 

Coming  up  to  this  convocation  of  old 
friends  who  mnkn  the  world  warmer  and  of 
new  friends  vvau  make  it  wider,  we  seem  like 
those  climbing  different  sides  of  the  same 
mountain,  rising  to  broader  views,  and  draw- 
ing nearer  a-t  once  to  each  other  and  to 
heaven.  It  is  next  to  the  recognition  of 
friends  in  the  s-kies.  Speaking  in  a  lighter 
vein, — no  ingredient  is  wanting  for  concoct- 
ing a  bowl  of  soul  full  punch — 

"Where  strong,  insipid,  sharp  and  sweet, 
Each  other  duiy  tempering,  meet. 

Of  course  I  mean  teetotalers  punch, — t'he 
bright,  champaigny  "  old  particular  "  brandy 
punch  of  genial  and  congenial  feeling. 

It  is  good  to  be  here,  and  we  would  fain 
clip  the  wings  of  so  good  a  time, — or  like 
Joshua  bid  the  sun  stand  still.  Should  we 
be  taking  leave  as  long  a  term  as  we  have 
yet  to  live,  the  lothness  to  depart  would  grow. 

"  Forever,  and  forever  farewell  1  Townsmen  ! 
If  we  shall  meet  again  we  do  not  know, 
Therefore  our  everlasting  farewell  take. 
If  we  do  meet  again,  th  -n  we  shall  smile, 
If  not,  why  then  this  parting  was  well  made." 

After  the  address  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Butler, 
a  Foem,  "  The  Dead  Century,"  written  for 
the  occasion  by  Mrs  Julia  C.  (Ripley)  Dorr, 
was  read  by  her  son,  Russel  R.  Dorr. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  exercises 
at  Opera  Hall,  a  procession,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  orderly  ever  seen  in  Rutland,  moved 
in  the  following  order,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Chief  Marshal,  Gen.  W.Y. W.Ripley 
and  Assistant  Marshals  Col.  L.  G.  Kingsley, 
Major  John  A.  Salsbury,  R.  M.  Cross  and 
Capt.  Harley  Sheldon. 

1.  Wales  Cornet  Band,  followed  by  a  com- 
pany of  Continental  militia,  and,  in  compar- 
ison, a  company  of  the  militia  of  to-day, 

2.  Nickwackett  Engine  Company,  No.  1, 
61  men,  Capt.  S.  G.  Staley  with  engine  and 
hose  cart,  drawn  by  a  double  team  of  horses. 

3.  Washington  Engine  Company,  No.  2.  E. 
F.  Sadler  foreman,  50  men,  engine  drawn  by 
two  horses,  and  hose  cart  by  two. 
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4.  Killington  Steamer,  No.  3,  drawn  by 
four  horses,  and  its  hose  cart  drawn  by  two. 
C.  Kingsley  foreman,  and  the  full  company 
turned  out. 

5.  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  1, 
George  W.  Ililliard  foreman,  45  men,  with 
their  truck  decked  with  evergreens  and  flow- 
ers, and  preceded  by  a  band  of  Martial  mu- 
sic. 

6.  St.  Peter's  Cornet  Band  of  Rutland. 

7.  Hibernian  Literary  Society  of  Rutland, 
Dennis  Kingsley  and  Edward  Lyston,  mar- 
shals. 

8.  St.  Patrick's  Benevolent  Literary  Soci- 
ety of  West  Rutland,  Robert  Monaghan,  M. 
Duffy  and  M.  Meagher,  marshals. 

After  these  came  individuals  representing 
the  costumes  etc.  of  "  ancient"  days,  among 
which  was  a  representation  of  a  surgeon  of  the 
Revolutionary  Array,  a  commissary  of  the 
same  period,  and  other  characters,  both  male 
and  female,  representing  the  same  period. 

Next  in  order  came  a  representation  of  the 
wares  of  some  of  our  principal  merchants, 
personified  in  the  manner  in  which  the  wag- 
ons which  bore  them  were  laden.  First  was 
a  wagon  drawn  by  six  horses,  a  la  tandem, 
alternate  white  and  black,  representing  the 
grocery  business  of  Chester  Kingsley  at  the 
'  Old  Red  Store."  A  machine,  drawn  by  two 
pairs  of  fancy  matched  horses.  G.  F.  White 
had  a  wagon  drawn  by  four  oxen,  and  on  it 
was  reclining  a  monument  representing  the 
withered  trunk  of  a  tree,  or  "the  flower  is 
faded  and  the  limbs  are  broken."  This  mon- 
ument was  very  large,  weighing  several  tons. 
B.  W.  Marshall  represented  his  grocery  bus- 
iness in  a  heavy  laden  wagon.  H.  R.  Dyer 
followed  with  a  team  representing  steam  and 
gas  fitting.  Howe's  candy  manufactory  was 
represented  by  two  double  teams,  with  an 
assortment  of  the  proprietor's  goods.  Paine, 
Bowman  &  Co.  had  in  display  a  fine  as- 
sortment of  manufactured  goods  and  cloths, 
and  with  the  goods  were  their  operators,  both 
male  and  female,  seemingly  as  busily  at 
work  as  when  in  the  store.  Levi  G.  Kings- 
ley  had  two  wagons  of  upholstery  goods, 
with  fine  exhibitions  of  shelf  hardware  and 
mechanics'  tools.  Dr.  Verder  had  a  portion 
of  the  goods  from  his  bakery  out  in  a  wagon 
drawn  by  the  black  horse.  George  W.  Chap- 
lin, jr.,  had  a  fine  display  of  furniture  and 
upholstery  goods,  and  Newman  Weeks,  in 
the  same  line,  had,  beside  two  chairs  made 


one  hundred  years  ago,  a  display  of  furni- 
ture and  upholstery  work  which  was  credi- 
table. W.  B.  Mussey'a  grocery  wagon  was 
decked  with  goods  of  his  line,  and  the  three 
teams  of  G.  II.  &  II.  W  Cheney  bore  evidence 
that  they  kept  a  good  variety,  and  were 
not  to  be  counted  as  minors  i»n  the  grocery 
line.  Dunn,  Sawyer  &  Co.  had  three  teams 
in  the  procession,  laden  with  peddler's  goods 
hardware  and  house  furnishing  goods,  in- 
cluding stoves,  etc.  Spencer,  Sawyer  &  Co. 
had  their  large  candy  wagon  in  the  process- 
ion. The  Rutland  Manufacturing  Company 
had  a  large  wagon,  piled  mountain  high,  al- 
most, with  chairs.  Abbott  &  Whitman  had 
a  display  in  the  shape  of  a  light  express  wag- 
on. C.  W.  Nichols,  photographer,  had  his 
camera  out. 

When  the  procession,  after  marching  th rough 
several  of  the  principal  streets,  arrived  at  the 
pavilion  it  broke  ranks,  and  some  five  or  six 
hundred  sat  down  to  partake  of  the  dinner. 

!  TOASTS. 

After  the  dinner,  Gen.  William  Y..W.  Rip- 
ley, acting  as  president,  made  a  few  brief  re- 
marks appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  John  Strong,  the  toastmaster  for  the 
first  toast. 

Toast  first.  Rutland — Like  a  good  mother, 
she  welcomes  her  sons  who  have  sustained 
and  exalted  the  family  name  abroad,  and 
who,  returning  from  distant  places,  testify 
by  their  presence  to-day  that  they  hold  in 
affectionate  remembrance  the  town  that  gave 
them  birth. 

Response  by  James  Barrett,  who  related 
some  amusing  anecdotes  of  the  early  history 
of  Rutland,  among  which  was  that  in  a  for- 
mer period  when  the  people  from  the  country 
around  came  to  trade  they  tasted  the  liquors 
in  every  store,  and  after  arriving  at  the  place 
where  they  considered  the  best  liquors  were 
kept,  there  they  bought  their  goods.  But 
these  times  were  past,  and  now  we  have  a 
town  and  a  community  of  which  every  one 
can  feel  proud. 

In  response  to  the  same  toast,  Rev.  Stephen 
C.  Thrall  said  :  I  sincerely  regret  that  this 
welcome  Vermont,  and  particulaly  Rutland, 
has  extended  to  her  children  has  taken  my 
voice  away  so  that  I  cannot,  as  I  would  like  to, 
respond  appropriately  on  this  occasion.  Look- 
ing about  the  continent,  and  standing  on  the 
Sierra  Nevadas,  on  the  borders  of  the  Miss- 
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issippi,  or  wherever  my  lot  has  been  cast,  I 
have  ever  with  pride  remembered  Vermont, 
not  populous  at  home,  but  extensive  abroad, 
and  it  has  ever  bean  my  pride  that  wherever  I 
met  a  Vermonter  he  was  true  to  the  manor 
born.  Douglas  said  Vermont  was  a  good  State 
to  go  from,  and  it  is  not  less  true,  I  find,  that 
it  is  a  good  State  to  come  back  to.  On  no  place 
on  earth  have  we  seen  such  beauty,  and  we  say 
to  our  noble  mother,  We  thank  you,  and  will 
bear  your  memory  to  our  homes  and  to  our 
graves. 

Mr.  Frederick  A.  Fuller  made  a  happy 
speech  chiefly  of  anecdotes  referring  to 
the  elderly  citizens  of  Rutland,  many  of 
whom,  though  now  non-residents,  were 
present,  especially  alluding  to  the  humorous 
traits  of  the  character  of  Rev.  James  Davie 
Butler,  when  doing  business  with  his  father 
in  Rutland  thirty  years  ago. 

Second  toast.  Vermont — Her  place  among 
the  States,  established  by  the  bravery  of  her 
"Green  Mountain  Boys,"  has  been  gloriously 
maintained  by  a  people  already  distinguished 
for  industry  and  virtue;  by  her  statesmen, 
eminent  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  ;  by  her 
Judges,  learned  in  the  law  and  fearless  in  its 
administration  ;  by  her  soldiers,  first  on  every 
battle-field  of  the  republic,  from  Ticonderoga 
and  Plattsburgh  to  Gettysburgh  and  the 
Wilderness  ;  and  above  all  by  her  women  ; 
who,  true  to  their  duties  as  wives  and  moth- 
ers, with  all  the  sacred  precincts  of  home, 
have,  by  the  influence  of  their  virtues  and  the 
careful  training  of  their  children,  exalted  us 
as  a  people. 

Gen.  Ripley  expressed  the  regrets  of  Gov. 
Stewart  and  Messrs.  Redfield,  Phelps,  Po- 
land and  others  who  had  expressed  their 
desire  to  be  present,  but  were  unavoidably 
absent,  and  in  a  happy  manner  introduced 
Col.  W.  G.  Veazey  to  respond. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen.- 

If  I  were  to  point  you  to  the  greatest 
glory  of  Vermont,  I  think  I  should  direct 
your  view  to  the  wonderful  autumnal  beauty 
that  now  clothes  our  mountain  slopes,  so  far 
surpassing  anything  that  art  has  ever  been 
able  to  attain.  I  might  properly  refer,  also, 
to  the  heal thf ulness  of  our  climate,  which, 
with  the  beauty  of  her  scenery,  makes  Ver- 
mont the  re-sort  of  the  invalid  and  the  tourist. 

But  there  is  another  aspect  in  which  to 
speak  of  our  State. 


Although  Vermont  had  a  settlement  many 
years  prior  to  the  date  which  the  charter  of 
the  town  of  Rutland  bears,  yet  it  is  scarcely 
a  violation  of  fact  to  say  that  our  State  is  a 
product  of  the  century  just  closed,  which, 
historically  considered,  has  been  more  fruitful 
of  great  men  and  great  events  than  any 
which  history  chronicles.  But,  though  a 
product  of  this  wonderful  era,  her  worth,  her 
honor,  her  importance  as  a  State  is  measured 
rather  as  a  producer.  In  this  respect,  as  in 
beauty  of  scenery  and  healthfulness  of  climate, 
she  stands  pre-eminent.  In  art  her  sons  are 
rapidly  taking  rank  with  the  most  -distin- 
guished artists  that  the  western  world  has 
produced  ;  in  laws  and  institutions,  eminent 
jurists  and  statesmen  have  said,  that  she  pre- 
sents, on  the  whole,  the  best  model  of  any 
people  on  earth.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  best 
criterion  of  the  purity  and  ability  of  the  pub- 
lic men  who  have,  under  a  general  guidance 
of  the  people,  shaped  and  moulded  her  laws 
and  institutions.  But,  independent  of  this, 
the  character  of  her  executives  throughout 
the  entire  succession  has  been  the  pride  of 
Vermonters.  Good  government,  protection 
of  person  and  property,  freedom  of  thought 
and  action,  liberty  without  license,  have 
been  the  fruits  of  their  faithful  administra- 
tions. 

Among  the  best  products  of  Vermont,  we 
may  safely  name  her  judiciary.  Tue  names 
of  Phelps,  Royce,  Williams,  Collamer,  Red- 
field,  and  many  others  that  have  adorned 
the  Bench  of  Vermont,  are  among  the  highest 
of  modern  judges.  Could  we  be  assured  that 
the  century  to  corne  will  have  a  judiciary  in 
Vermont  equal  to  that  of  the  century  past, 
it  would  be  the  strongest  assurance  ot  the 
preservation  of  our  liberties,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  our  Commonwealth.  Equal  in 
character  and  ability  with  her  executives 
and  judiciary,  stand  her  statesmen.  Indeed, 
in  many  instances,  the  same  men  have  aided 
to  establish  and  maintain  the  proud  position 
of  Vermont,  as  governors,  judges  and  legisla- 
tors. In  the  civil  service,  Vermont  baa 
never  been  excelled  by  any  State  in  the  em- 
inence of  her  public  men. 

There  remains  to  speak  of  Vermont  on  the 
battle  fields  of  the  Republic.  And  yet  the 
sentiment  to  which  I  am  called  upon  to  re- 
spond, comprehensively  covers  the  whole 
ground:  "Foremost,  from  Ticonderoga  a:;d 
Plattsburgh  to  Gettysburg    and  the  Wilder- 
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ness."  Vermont  has  been  called  "  the  legiti- 
mate child  of  war."  It  is  a  curious  fact  of 
history  that  the  territory  now  constituting 
Vermont,  was  more  a  battle-ground  of  fierce 
aboriginal  tribes  upon  the  north,  west  and 
south,  than  a  home  or  possession  that  any 
tribe  claimed.  So,  through  the  Colonial 
period,  it  lay  in  the  pathway  of  British  and 
French  armies  contending  for  supremacy  in 
the  new  world.  After  this  came  the  conten- 
tion arising  out  of  the  double  system  of 
grants  from  New  Hampshire  and  New  York. 
Resistance  to  the  unwarranted  and  unjust 
jurisdiction  of  New  York  was  the  occasion  of 
that  military  organization  known  as  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  afterwards  famed  in 
the  great  struggle  that  resulted  in  severing 
this  nation  from  an  empire,  and  lifting  it  to 
the  dignity  of  independent  national  existence. 
The  grand  figure  of  Etharr  Allen  on  the 
heights  of  Ticonderoga,  in  the  gray  of  the 
morning  of  May  10th,  1775,  proclaiming  the 
authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
compelling  the  first  surrender  of  the  British 
flag  "  to  the  coming  Republic,"  has  been  the 
inspiration  of  Vermonters  through  the  suc- 
ceeding generations.  The  preservation  of 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  Republic  has 
ever  been  to  them  the  most  glorious  cause, 
the  most  exalted  duty,  in  the  performance  of 
which  they  have  held  life  as  but  an  idle 
breath.  When  they  planted  cur  starry  flag 
on  the  ramparts  of  the  Hessian,  at  Benning 
ton,  the  American  heart  was  filled  with  joy 
and  hope,  and  the  success  of  the  American 
cause  passed  from  the  possible  to  the  proba- 
ble. When,  in  1812,  the  pestilence  of  war 
again  breathed  upon  us,  the  line3  of  Vermont 
flamed  along  our  Northern  border,  at  Pitts- 
burgh, at  Niagara,  at  Crown  Point,  achieving 
glory  worthy  of  Ticonderoga  and  Benning- 
ton. In  the  war  with  Mexico,  though  our 
people  were  not  in  full  political  sympathy 
with  its  object,  yet  when  declared,  and  the 
national  fame  became  imperiled,  partisanship 
was  buried  in  patriotism,  and  Vermont  fur- 
nished her  full  quota,  and  co-  tributed  the 
brave  and  brilliant  Ransom  tome  country's 
cause.  1 

Next  came  resistance  to  the  assaults  of 
treason,  in  which  31,000  Vermonters  partici- 
pated with  distinguished  honor.  They  struck 
the  first  blow  in  Virginia.  They  were  tin? 
first  to  enter  Richmond.  They  set  an  ex- 
ample of  gallantry  at  Leo's  Mills  that  was 


never  surpassed,  and  Rutland  there  lost  the 
brave  and  noble  Reynolds.  They  were  firm 
amid  confusion  at  Bull  R,un,  anl  their  firm 
ness  contributed  largely  to  the  salvation  of 
Washington.  They  were  patient  and  persis- 
tent amid  the  disasters  of  the  Peninsula,  and 
through  the  seven  days  humiliating  conflict, 
never  declined  a  battle,  nor  failed  to  punish 
the  enemy  in  every  instance  of  his  attack 
upon  them.  History  will  one  day  record 
what  is  now  not  generally  known,  that  a 
*son  of  Rutland,  here  present,  as  effectually 
and  surely  contributed,  by  his  personal  exer- 
tions, to  save  our  army  from  defeat  at  the 
desperate  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  as  Warner 
contributed  to  the  victory  of  Bennington. 
At  Fredericksburg,  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam  they  bravely  bore  our  banners  to 
victory.  At  Gettysburg,  they  stood  in  the 
pivotal  point  of  our  lines,  in  that  pivotal 
battle  of  the  war,  as  firm  as  the  hills  of  their 
Green  Mountain  State,  and  after  three  days 
of  stubborn  fighting  of  200.000  men,  they 
dealt  the  blow  that  ended  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, which  in  brilliancy,  is  not  eclipsed 
by  the  resplendent  ^iory  that  for  half  a  cen- 
tury has  steadily  rested  upon  the  field  of 
Waterloo.  In  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  their 
unyielding  presence  convinced  the  gallant 
Sheridan  that  he  could  turn  defeat  to  victory. 
They  were  al~o  on  that  outstretched  battle- 
field, from  the  Rapt  dan  to  the  Appomattox, 
running  through  from  May  to  April,  where 
the  scythe  of  death  swept  as  it  never  swept 
before,  every  day  garnering  up  laurels  that 
would  have  adorned  the  chaplets  of  Roman 
Emperors,  in  their  triumphal  returns  Ironi 
the  conquest  of  Empires.  They  were  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  where  another  son  of  Rutland, 
the  gallant  Colonel  Roberts,  fell.  They  were 
everywhere,  indeed,  throughout  the  vast 
arena  of  conflict,  making  up  a  record  which 
the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  war  never 
eclipsed  ;  and,  thank  God,  they  never, 
throughout  the  four  years  of  fighting,  lost  a 
fiag.  May  we  not  reasonably  expect  that  in 
all  the  accomplishments  of  Vermont  in  the 
century  to  come,  she  will  scarcely,  at  its  end, 
bo  able  to  point  to  a  nobler  record  than  that 
of  her  brave  sons  in  the  gigantic  struggle 
which  resulted  in  lifting  the  cruel  yoke 
slavery  from  the  necks  of  a  race  of  human 
beings? 

Mr.  Presid  m,  I  am  mind'.'ul  that  I  must 
*  Lieuteuiuit  Colonel  Win.  Y.  \V.  Ripley. 
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close.    I  have  said  that  the  century  we  are 
to-day,  in  a  certain  sense,  reviewing,  pro- 
duced Vermont.    Vermont  in  turn  has  pro- 
duced, that  which,  it  is  said,  in  the  highest 
sense,  constitutes  a  State,  '*  Men,  high-minded 
men,  who  know  their  rights,  and  knowing, 
dare  maintain  !  " 

Gen.  W.  Y.  W.Ripley  followed  in  a  tribute 
to  the  brave  men  of  Vermont,  and  ieelingly 
implored  their  descendants  to  preserre  the 
relics  of  their  memory  in  their  hands  at  pres- 
ent, that  the  future  might  revere  those  who 
so  nobly  lived  and  died. 

Gen.  Ripley  said,  to  the  subject  of  "The 
Ladies,  "  embraced  in  the  concluding  senti- 
ment of  the  toast,  he  would  call  his  friend, 
Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholson,  whose  anticipated  re- 
sponse would  fully  justify  the  fitness  of  the 
call. 

Mr.  Nicholson  responded  that  he  duly  ap- 
preciated the  distinguished  honor  of  being  thus 
commended  to  this  particular  sentiment.  As 
a  Rutland  county  man  by  birth,  whose  mother, 
now  in  her  sainted  grave,  aud  whose  wife 
and   daughter  all  had  a  Rutland  county 
origin,  he  should  justly  be  condemned  if  he 
was  wanting  in  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
such  companionship.    What   has  been  said 
here    and  elsewhere  of  the  distinguished 
Christians,  philanthropists,  patriots  and  sages 
could  never  have  been  true  if  woman  the 
mother  of  them  all,  had  been  less  than  an  exal- 
ted being, and  the  perpetual  homage  of  man's 
heart  has  been  to  the  Great  Creator  of  all,  that 
when  beholding  the  solitary,  pitiful  and  help- 
less condition  of  the  father  of  the  race,  He  be- 
nevolently created  for  him  companionship, 
with  such  social,  intellectual,  moral  and  mate- 
rial adaptations,  as  had  served  not  only  to 
perpetuate, but  to  exalt  the  race. 

Third  Toast- The  Early  Settlers  of  Rutland 
— True  descendants  of  the  Puritan  stock,  they 
builded  better  than  they  knew. 

Gen.  Benj.  Alvord  of  the  U.  S.  army  re- 
sponded. 

When  I  first  received  the  invitation  to 
share  in  this  celebration  it  seemed  impracti- 
cable to  accept,  but  every  day  which  elapsed 
convinced  me  that  my  heart  would  gravitate 
in  this  direction,  and  that  it  was  a  duty  to 
make  an  effort  to  attend.    During  all  my 
wanderings  to  the  remotest  corners  of  this 
Union,   throughout    the   last  thirty-seven 
years,  I  have  never  failed  to  recur  with  pride 
and  pleasure  to  Vermont  and  to  Rutland. 

The  attachment  of  those  born  in  mountain 
regious  to  their  homes  is  proverbial.  The 
discharge  of  my  official  duties  has  carried 
me  to  the  mo^t  celebrated  mountain  regions 
of  this  continent/  those  of  Central  America, 

the  snow  white  peaks  which  border  on  the 
north  west  Lake  Nicaragua,    *    *    those  of 
t)ie  valley  of  Mexico,    *    *    those  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  range  in  California,  and  of 
the  Cascade  range  in  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton, and  those  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  ranges 
of  Colorado  and  Utah  Territories.  However 
deep  the  enjoyment  received  from  such  scenes 
of  grandeur,  they  always  only  served  to  carry 
my  memory  and  imagination  back  to  these 
lovely  green  mountains,  whose  quiet  beauty 
is  unsurpassed.    I  know  that  it  will  be  said 
that  such  sentiments  have  their  origin  in  the 
charms  and  fascinations  of  youth.    But  it  is 
fitting  that  here,  on  our  return  to  the  land  of 
our  birth,  such  feelings  should  be  indulged. 
Let  them  not  be  despised  !    If  Heaven,  in 
showering  upon  y©u  other  blessings,  has  also 
imparted  a  love  of  nature,  an  appreciation 
of  your  beautiful  scenery,  and  a  keen  relish 
for  the  wonders  and  splendors  lavished  on 
this  material  world,  let  them  be  highly  es- 
teemed.   Contrast  the  ideas  of  the  native  of 
a  level  prairie  in  the  West  with  the  sensa- 
tions awakened  here!     By  cultivation  he 
may  acquire  such  tastes,  but  his  birthright 
has  comparatively  a  limitation,  a  tameness 
and  a  monotony  which  excite  the  pity  of  ex- 
ultant mountaineers  !    It  should  certainly  be 
to-day  a  cause  for  holding  in  grateful  re- 
membrance our  hardy  ancestors,  who  one 
century  ago  chose  their  homes  in  such  pleas- 
ant places,  that  they  bequeathed  to  their 
posterity  such  influences,  and  such  sublime 
inspirations.    There  are  some  not  open  to 
such  magnetism.    There  are  those  who,  under 
the  shadow  of  Killington  Peak,  «an,  without 
emotion  witness  the  lovely  clouds  move  to 
and  fro,  and  the  cultivated  valleys  smiling 
between  mountain  slopes,  and  the  meander- 
ing river  gliding  through  grassy  meadows. 
I  say  there  are  those  who  can  gaze  at  such 
scenes  and  turn  upon  them  only  a  vacant 
and  uninterested  eye,  buried  in  the  cares  and 
clogged  by  the  surroundings  of  the  husy 
world.    But  their  effect  upon  the  genius  of 
your  popul    ion,  upon  the  character  of  the 
most   entern  ising   and  susceptible,  is  un- 
doubted;  a-  ove  all  upon  the  scholars  of 
your  State.    From  one  end  of  this  Union  to 
the  other,  Vermonters  can  be  found  remark- 
able for  their  clear  heads,  their  hardihood, 
and  if  scholars,  for  their  acute,  robust  intel- 
lects and  poetic  sensibilities, 
i    It  is  customary  in  Massachuestts  to  boast 
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of  Berkshire  county,  and  the  array  of  dis- 
tinguished characters  who  have  originated 
there.  Berkshire  is  the  mere  offshoot,  the 
last  descending  ridge  of  the  Green  mountains, 
which  Vermont  condescends  to  give  Massa- 
chusetts. If  the  scenery  of  Berkshire  and 
the  lovely  estates  at  Lenox  and  Stockbridge 
of  the  Sedgwicks,  Fields,  Rockwells  and 
Bryants  can  awaken  admiration, — for  still 
stronger  reasons  should  Vermont  indulge  a 
little  pardonable  exultation,  rioting  as  she 
does  in  the  Green  Mountains  (par  excellence,) 
in  the  very  backbone  and  lofty  summit  of 
those  mountains.  Why  do  not  the  Aspin- 
walls,  and  Carys,  and  other  men  of  wealth, 
who  went  to  Berkshire  in  search  of  a  mount- 
ain home,  come  up  here  and  g^t  the  Simon- 
pure  article?  I  feel  certain  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Todd,  now  a  resident  of  PittsSeld,  in 
that  county,  however  attached  to  his  Pitts- 
field  home,  will  admit  the  force  of  my  recom- 
mendation. Why  !  from  the  seat  of  Aspin- 
wal-i  and  other  of  those  millionaires  they 
point  to  what  they  call  moantains  !  A  few 
years  since  I  was  delighted  to  make  a  visit 
to  that  county,  filled  with  such  charming 
society,  such  refined  and  hospitable  residents, 
— but  I  aver  I  could  not  find  in  all  Berkshire 
county  an  elevation  as  high  as  your  "  Pine 
Hill." 

The  Puritans  settled  Vermont.  From 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  they  came 
here  to  seek  their  fortunes.  All  my  military 
life  I  have  been  on  our  extensive  frontiers 
in  contact  with  pioneers.  I  know  well  their 
virtues,  their  hardihood,  their  enterprise.  I 
have  delighted  to  watch  the  growth  and  ex- 
pansion of  infant  communities. 

Our  ancestors  came  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  deeply  imbued  with  all  the  best  traits 
of  the  Puritan  race    *    *  * 

The  question  occurs,  Has  this  Puritan 
character  borne  generous  fruit  f  In  pure 
and  applied  science,  in  oratory  and  meta- 
physics and  literature,  in  poetry  and  art, 
the  educated  men  living  in  the  State  or  sent 
forth  by  Vermont,  have  made  their  mark 
throughout  the  world.  The  names  of  James 
Marsh,  George  P.  Marsh,  S.  S.  Phelps,  Charles 
K.  Williams,  Collamer,  Foot,  Horace  Greely, 
Saxe,  Powers  and  Mead  are  a  sufficient  re- 
sponse, known,  some  of  them,  to  the  whole 
civilized  world.  And  it  was  fitting  that  the 
State  which  produced  the  best  living  Ameri- 
can sculptor  should  also  find  in  its  exhaust- 


less  quarries  the  best  marble  for  purposes  of 
art  on  this  continent,  and  thus  spread  the 
name  of  Rutland  to  all  lands. 

The  student  residing  here,  far  from  the  dis- 
tractions of  more  populous  haunts,  has  had 
time  and  opportunity  to  dive  deeper  into  the 
recesses  of  science.  Vermonters  are  noted 
for  their  liberal  culture,  and  in  public  life 
for  their  national  sentiments.  They  have 
not  been  eaten  up  with  sectionalism  or  pro- 
vincialism. Their  State  pride,  however  in- 
tense, has  not  diminished  their  love  and 
devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  national 
government.  In  time  of  deliberation  and 
counsel,  they  have  been  for  peace  and  averse 
to  war.  But  their  hearts  have  embraced  the 
whole  country,  and  have  instantly  rejected 
every  proposition  looking  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  This  brings  us  to  say  that  the 
descendants  of  the  Puritans  have  stood  the 
test  of  the  great  eivil  war,  in  which  their 
best  qualities  have  been  conspiciously  mani- 
fested. Look  at  their  promptitude,  their 
manly  spirit,  their  martial  enthusiasm,  their 
noble  deeds,  their  devotion  to  the  flag  and 
to  the  cause  of  liberty.  Let  Grant,  Sheridan 
and  Meade  be  consulted  as  to  the  bearing  of 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys !    *    *  * 

In  the  war  it  is  but  simple  justice  to  say 
that  Rutland  sent  forth  her  full  quota,  heroes 
who  returned  with  honorable  records,  show- 
ing that  they  are  worthy  sons  of  a  State 
whose  expressive  motto  is  "Freedom  and 
Unity."    *    *  * 

A  birthplace  is  a  fountain-head,  whence 
should  a  fountain  of  rejuvenation  tiow  pure, 
sparkling  waters  to  gladden,  vivify  and 
fertilize  the  vale  of  life.  A  return  to  it  takes 
the  memory  back  to  youth  and  all  its  gilded 
hopes,  joys  and  enjoyments.  To  carry  youth 
forward  into  age,  and  Jet  the  mind  remain 
equally  susceptible  of  vivid  impressions  an-d 
generous  impulses,  should  be  the  aim  of  every 
Christian. 

Here  I  watched  the  clouds,  and  commenced 
with  the  cheering  smiles  of  a  mothers  love 
to  learn  my  first  lessons  of  science  and  re- 
ligion. Can  influences  thus  planted  in  the 
midst  of  these  lovely  mountains  ever  die  out  ? 
Like  Wordsworth,  who  was  born  and  spent 
his  days  under  the  shadow  of  Skiddaw,  m 
the  Cumberland  Mountains,  and  among  tho 
lovely  lakes  of  Wiudermere. 

*4  My  heivrt  leaps  np  when  I  behold 
A  raiubow  iu  the  ttky  1 
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So  was  it  when  my  life  began; 

So  is  it  now  I  am  a  man  ! 

So  be  it  when  I  shall  grow  old, 

Or  let  me  die  ! 
The  child  is  kther  of  the  man  ! — 
And  I  could  wish  my  days  to  be, 
Bound  each  to  each  by  natural  piety." 

"  Gen.  Alvord  was  followed  by  Rev.  Aldace 
Walker,  D.  D.,  of  Wallingford,  formerly  pas- 
tor of  the  Congregational  church  at  West 
Rutland.  He  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  this  town,  with 
notices  of  Rev.  Benajah  Roots  and  Rev. 
Lemuel  Haynes. 
Fourth  toast: 

Rutland — Rapid  in  growth,  wonderful  in 
development,  her  past  honorable  and  dis- 
tinguished, her  present  happy  and  prosper- 
ous,— her  future  is  in  her  own  hands. 

To  which  Warren  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  respond- 
ed :  Prominent  among  the  subjects  presented 
in  this  toast  is  the  "  rapid  growth  "  of  Rut- 
land. *  *  My  personal  acquaintance  with 
this  town  began  in  1848.  Prior  to  that  time, 
as  I  learn,  the  town  had  remained  nearly 
or  quite  stationary,  celebrated,  and  very 
justly,  for  its  age,  its  distinguished  citizens, 
including  several  Governors  of  the  State, 
eminent  aud  incorruptible  judges,  a  long  list 
of  able  lawyers,  distinguished  dirines  and 
staid  and  substantial  business  men  in  all 
departments  of  industry. 

Taking  1848,  as  my  starting  point,  I  feel 
justified  in  saying  that  the  "  rapid  growth  " 
of  the  town  since  that  date  has  justly  been 
the  pride  and  boast  of  its  citizens.  It  was 
about  that  date  that  new  life,  enterprise  and 
energy  seemed  infused  into  the  whole  busi- 
ness and  diffused  among  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town,  and  hence  its  progress,  rapid 
and  resistless,  in  all  that  constitutes  material 
growth.  Statistics,  always  tedious  in  detail, 
best  demonstrate  this.  In  1848  the  popula- 
tion of  this  town  was  about  3,900 — now 
about  11,000.  Then  there  were  about  600 
voters — now  near  2,000.  Then  the  appraised 
value  of  her  taxable  property  was  $1, 120,000 
now  $4,900,000.  But  the  material  growth 
has  been  etill  more  apparent  in  the  village 
of  Rutland.  At  the  date  named  it  consisted 
only  of  Main  street  and  the  road  towards 
Castleton,  with  no  dwellings  below  the  brow 
of  the  hill ;  now  hundreds  of  acres  all  around 
us  are  covered  with  comfortable  houses  and 
pleasant  homes  and  many  stately  mansions. 
Then  her  business  center  consisted  of  6omo 


half  dozen  old  wooden  one-story  stores  and 
shops,  scattered  around  Court  House  square; 
now  we  have  our  Merchant's  Row  and  Center 
street,  lined  for  long  distances  on  both  sides 
with  massive  blocks  of  three  and  four  stories, 
filled  with  elegant  stores,  affording  us  a  busi- 
ness center  unequaled  in  the  country.  Then 
we  had  but  a  single  newspaper,  the  Herald, 
worked  upon  the  hand  press ;  now  three 
weekly  and  one  daily  papers,  all  f  :>ur  power 
presses.  Then  but  one  school-house  and  YZO 
scholars;  now  14  large  and  substantial 
school-rooms  and  1700  scholars.  Then  but 
3  churches,  and  poorly  filled  ;  now  7,  -and 
more  being  built.  Since  that  date,  railroads 
connecting  us  with  all  parts  of  the  country 
and  from  all  directions  center  here.  Marble 
interests  were  then  just  beginning  to  be  de- 
veloped, which  since  have  produced  supplies 
for  the  whole  country. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  who  can  gainsay 
the  "rapid  growth"  of  this  town'  We 
claim  that  it  is  unequaled  in  Vermont,  and 
unsurpassed  in  New  England.  It  is  also 
noticeable  that  the  prominent  business  men 
of  the  town  at  the  date  named  were  in  the 
decline  of  life,  and  most  of  them  have  gone 
to  their  honored  graves,  and  that  the  very 
large  proportion  of  the  business  men  o:  to- 
day are  in  their  prime,  in  the  full  vigor  of 
life, — men  who  have  contributed  larger  to 
make  the  town  what  she  to-day  shows  herssdf. 
That  she  is  "  happy  and  prosperous,"  this 
occasion  and  as  you  see  her  speaks  more  elo- 
quently than  any  words  I  can  utter. 

What  shall  be  her  future  ?  With  such  ele- 
ments of  success,  such  master  minds,  such 
energy,  such  enterprise  and  industry  as  ba3 
produced  what  you  see,  there  is  abundant 
promise  for  her  future  rapid  growth  in  ail 
that  i3  good  and  great. 

Fifth  toast*  The  Orator  of  the  Day — Emi- 
nent alike  a3  a  scholar  and  divine,  his  emi- 
nence, honorable  to  him,  has  honored  us. 

In  response  the  orator,  Prof.  James  D.  But- 
ler, spoke : 

Mr.  President  and  Townsmen :  "  Emi- 
nent alike  as  a  scholar  and  divine  !"  What 
a  non-committal  toast  !  Its  language  i«  as 
ambiguous  as  the  utterances  of  the  political 
candidate,  Mr.  Faeing-both-ways."  A  rjan 
may  be  "eminent  alike  "  who  is  not  eminent 
!  at  all.  The  sentiment  reminds  me  of  a  i.  rse- 
dealer  who  flourished  of  old  not  far  from 
Rutland,  and  who,  wishing  to  get  rid  oi  a 
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viciouo  animal,  advertised  him  as  "  equally 
kind  in  saddle  and  harness,'  and  warranted 
him  to  be  up  to  the  recommendation.  Nor 
did  he  long  lack  a  purchaser.  No  sooner, 
however,  did  the  buyer  harness  his  horse 
than  he  wa3  run  away  with  and  his  wag- 
on broken  to  pieces.  Thereupon  he  called 
on  the  horse-dealer  and  demanded  damages. 
But  the  dealer  said  to  him,  ".Have  you  tried 
your  horse  in  the  saddle  ?  "  "  No  ;  "  said  the 
buyer.  "  Why,"  returned  the  other,  if  you 
had  mounted  him  he  would  certainly  have 
thrown  you  off,  and  so  I  hold  that  the  beast 
is  everything  I  warranted  him, — that  is, 
'equally  kind  in  saddle  and  harness.'  "  In 
calling  one  "  eminent  alike  as  a  scholar  and 
divine,"  your  toastmaster  seems  to  have 
shirked  responsibility  no  less  dexterously  than 
the  horse-jockey  did.  On  the  whole,  however, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  words  "  eminent 
alike  as  a  scholar  and  divine  "  were  intended 
for  a  compliment.  But  viewed  in  that  light 
they  force  me  into  a  ditfieult  dilemma  now 
that  I  am  called  up  for  a  speech.  For  how 
shall  I  speak?  Suppose  I  try  to  prove  the 
toast  a  truthful  assertion,  and  that  I  am  an 
"eminent  scholar  and  divine,"  then  you,  and 
everybody,  will  say,  "  Thou  bearest  witness 
of  thyself,  thy  witness  is  not  true,"  and  you 
will  charge  me  with  forgetting  Solomon's  in- 
junction, "  Let  another  man  praise  thee,  and 
not  thine  own  lips." 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  suppose  I  prove 
by  all  manner  of  logic  that  I  am  no  scholar, 
and  no  divine.  Then,  while  you  would 
admit  that  I  made  out  my  case  conclusively, 
you  would  compare  rae  to  the  most  beautiful 
belle  in  Rutland,  who,  when  she  would  rouse 
her  admirers  to  double  raptures  in  her  praise, 
glances  in  a  mirror  and  exclaims,  "  How  like 
a  fright  I  look  !  was  ever  any  being  so  hor- 
rid ?  " 

My  words  of  self  depreciation,  one  and  all, 
would  be  set  down  as  prompted  by  "  hopes 
of  contradiction."  Accordingly,  whether  I 
speak  for  or  against,  the  toast  proposed,  I 
should  myself  be  tossed  higher  than  any  bull- 
fighter I  ever  saw  in  Madrid,  on  one  or  the 
other  horn  of  a  dilemma. 

But  in  my  despair  how  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  my  toast  a  hope  rises  upon  me,  for 
I  have  been  invited  to  say  a  word  as  a  substi- 
tute for  Col.  G.  A.  Merrill,  whom  his  duties 
in  the  State  Senate  prevent  from  mooting 
with  us  at  this  table.    And  yet  the  idea  of 


serving  as  a  substitute  is  not  altogether  Mat- 
tering. Only  a  substitute,  only  a  substitute, 
— substitute  for  George  A.  Merrill ! 

Yet  who"H  my  chums  to  thanks  dispute 
As  an  unflinching  substitute! 
For  of  all  heroes  newrand  old, 
Where  can  he  found  a  chh>f  more  hold 
Than  he  who  on  this  speaker's  bl<>ck, 
As  gazing-stock  and  laughing-stock, 
The  gauntlet  for  his  brother  runs 
And  braves  the  blows  that  brother  shuns? 
Who'll  then  my  claim  to  thanks  dispute 
As  G.  A.  Merrills  substitute? 

[Here  runs  at  length  in  rhyme  and  humor 
the  olden  story  of  Ethan  Allen's  offering  to 
be  hung  for  a  man  if  he  should  not  be  hung. 
Centennial  pamphlet  page  90-92. — Ed.] 

Townsmen,  in  Allen's  shoes  I  stand, 
For,G.  A.  Merrill's  flod  the  land, 
Yet  shall  not  you,  as  critics,  lack 
A  victim  now  to  hew  and  hack. 
While  Merrill  then  at  large  may  roam, 
To  execution,  Lo!  I  come! 
Who'll  then  my  claim  to  thanks  dispute 
As  G.  A.  Merrill's  substitute? 

Col.  Merrill  as  a  railroad  superintendent 
was  expected  to  speak  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession, although  those  of  us  who  have  ever 
heard  the  car  whistle  are  ready  to  think  that 
the  locomotive  may  be  left  to  speak  for  itself. 

Regarding  railroads,  few  men  have  bad 
more  experience  as  travellers  than  has  fallen 
to  my  lot.  My  first  car  ride  was  32  years 
ago,  and  I  have  been  riding  ever  since.  My 
journeyings  have  been  as  a  preacher,  a  lect- 
urer, and  a  tourist  in  search  of  knowledge. 
In  1843,  I  traversed  most  of  the  European 
roads  then  in  operation,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
century  afterward  was  not  only  on  the  new 
European  lines,  but  on  others  in  Asia  and 
Africa.  Last  year  I  swept  the  whole  length 
of  our  trans-continental  line  to  the  Pacific. 

If  one  should  praise  the  bridge  that  carries 
him  well  over,  then  I  ought  to  praise  railroads 
for  they  have  never  harmed  a  hair  of  my 
head.  In  my  Oriental  travels  I  became  con- 
vinced that  in  the  material  force  of  steam 
there  lurks  a  tremendous  moral  power.  * 
My  conviction  is  firm  that  steam  will  carry 
Christendom, — and  that  as  a  Christianizing 
conquerer, — through  and  through  the  Moslem 
world. 

If  I  were  the  only  speaker,  I  won!  1  de- 
light to  expatiate  on  railroads  in  their  diversi- 
fied influences, — and  especially  as  jus!  n  »w, 
and  notably  in  Nebraska,  preceding  settle- 
ment and  quickening  its  pace  a  hundred  fold, 
—but  I  can  only  allude  to  a  few  facts  in  this 


1036 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


our  home  field.  The  earnings  of  all  the  roads 
centering  in  Rutland  have  been  tripled  during 
the  last  six  years.  Forty -eight  trains  now 
enter  or  leave  Rutland  every  twenty-four 
hours,  and  some  one  of  them  is  passing  over 
its  line  during  every  minute  of  every  secular 
day.  Arrangements  have  been  perfected  for 
building  a  new  railroad  west  of  Lake  Cham- 
jdain,  which  will  within  two  years  insure 
Rutland  an  additional  line  of  steam  commu- 
nication with  Montreal. 

Believing  that  this  progress  in  railroads 
and  these  prospects  are  due  as  largely  to  my 
friend  Col.  Merrill  as  to  any  other  man,  I 
beg  leave  to  close  my  speech  with  a  senti- 
ment in  his  honor : 

George  Alfred  Merrill — May  he  continue 
to  rub  the  Aladdin's  lamp  of  railroads  until 
all  the  miracles  they  have  wrought  shall  be 
forgotten  among  the  greater  miracles  which 
they  shall  hereafter  work. 

Sixth  toast :  The  Poetess  of  the  Day  ; 

"  And  long  as  poetry  shall  charm  mankind, 
Iler  flowing  numbers  will  admirers  fiud." 

Responded  to  with  music  by  the  Wales  Cor- 
net Band. 

Seventh  toast:  The  Elderly  Citizens  of 
Rutland. 

Responded  to  briefly  and  humorously  by 
Jessie  L.  Billings. 

Eighth  toast ;  The  Adopted  Sons  of  Hut- 
land. — We  recognize  their  worth  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  accession,  and  gladly  ex- 
tend to  them  equal  rights  and  privileges  with 
those  "  to  the  manor  born." 

To  which  Hon.  Walter  C.  Dunton  respond- 
ed as  follows  : 

It  was  not  my  fault  that  I  was  not  born 
in  Rutland,  although  I  dearly  love  the  little 
town  so  closely  nestled  under  the  Green 
Mountains,  in  an  adjoining  county,  where  I 
■was  born,  yet,  if  I  had  had  anything  to  say 
as  to  the  location  of  my  birth  place,  I  am 
quite  sure  that  I  should  have  been  born  in 
Rutland.  However,  I  did  the  next  best 
thing  that  I  could,  I  married  a  Rutland  girl 
"  to  the  manor  born  "  for  my  wife,  and  our 
only  child  was  born  here;  and  if  no  unfor- 
eeen  event  changes  my  purpose,  1  shall  spend 
the  remainder  of  my  life  in  Rutland,  and,  al- 
though an  adopted  son,  will  endeavor  to  be 
true  and  faithful  to  the  town,  which,  when 
commencing  the  practice  of  my  profession, 
extended  so  cordial  a  welcome  to  me,  not 
only  to  me,  but  to  all  of  her  adopted  children. 


It  was  my  fortune  to  spend  a  few  years  in 
the  West,  and  become  somewhat  acquainted 
with  Western  men,  their  enterprise,  activity 
and  treatment  of  strangers  ;  and  I  have  often 
remarked  that  I  could  content  myself  to  live 
in  no  other  Eastern  town  than  Rutland, 
which  more  closely  resembles,  in  the  charac- 
ter and  enterprise  of  her  inhabitants,  the 
thriving  and  prosperous  towns  of  the  West 
than  any  other  town  in  all  New  England. 
And  in  no  respect  is  this  resemblance  greater 
than  in  the  cordial  welcome  extended  by  her 
inhabitants  to  all  worthy  persons  coming 
here  to  reside.  Rutland  most  emphatically, 
in  the  language  of  the  sentiment  to  which 
you  have  cailed  me  to  respond,  "  extends  to 
her  adopted  sons  equal  rights  and  privileges 
with  those  accorded  to  her  oldest  inhabitants." 

The  people  of  Rutland  have  ever  been 
ready  to  bestow  honors  upon  those  to  whom 
honors  are  due,  alike  upon  all,  irrespective 
of  the  place  of  their  birth  or  former  residence, 
as  the  honorable  positions  assigned  by  them 
to  many  of  her  adopted  sons  will  attest,  of 
whom  time  on  this  occasion  forbids  me  par- 
ticularly to  speak. 

Allow  me,  native  citizens  of  Rutland,  at 
this  time  in  behalf  of  the  other  residents  of 
the  town,  who  form  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  your  inhabitants,  to  thank  you  for  your 
generous  treatment  of  us.  Be  assured  that  it 
is  duly  appreciated  and  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  us,  and  that  it  will  continue  to  be 
in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  our 
utmost  endeavor  and  greatest  pleasure  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  promoting  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  town,  and  in  making  Rut- 
land what  her  location  and  great  natural 
resources  have  designed  her  to  be — one  of  the 
most  prosperous,  thrifty  and  enterprising  in- 
land towns  in  New  England.  We  will  ex- 
tend the  same  cordial  welcome  to  others  who 
shall  hereafter  come  hero  to  reside,  which 
you  so  kindly  extended  to  us;  and  we  are 
happy  to  unite  with  you  to-day  in  welcoming 
to  our  homes  and  our  firesides,  the  torrner 
residents  of  the  town,  many  of  whom  went 
forth  to  mould  and  form  the  institutions  of 
the  new  states  of  the  great  West,  and  there 
occupy  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  of 
whom  you  have  just  cause  to  be  proud.  Let 
us,  fellow  citizens,  not  only  continue  to  de- 
velop the  resources  of  our  town,  and  increase 
its  prosperity,  but  also  continue  to  "  build 
school  houses  and  raise  men,"  so  that  those 
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whom  we  shall  hereafter  send  forth  will 
honor  both  themselves  and  the  town  by  their 
intelligence,  and  be  as  highly  esteemed  and 
useful  citizens  as  those  whom  we  are  to-day 
so  happy  to  welcome. 

As  it  is  getting  late,  allow  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  close  by  offering  the  following  senti- 
ment : 

The  Native,  Citizens  of  Rutland — Generous, 
hospitable  and  enterprising;  the  to.vn  is 
alike  indebted  to  them  for  her  prosperity, 
and  her  adopted  sons  for  their  success. 

Ninth  toast:  The  Centenarian — The  con- 
necting link  between  the  past  and  the  future. 

To  which  A.  A.  Nicholson.  Esq.,  responded: 

[Concluding  paragraph  to  a  speech  by  Mr. 
J.  Grafton  Briggs,  if  there  had  been  time.] 

Mr.  President:  Do  the  spirits  of  departed 
ones  ever  visit  earth?  Do  they  sometimes 
come  to  view  the  scenes  of  their  sojourn  while 
here?  Then,  I  doubt  not,  but  the  souls  of 
Timothy  Boardman,  James  Mead,  Zebulon 
Mead,  Wait  Chatterton,  Maj.  Cheney  and 
their  associates  are  hovering  within  the  folds 
of  this  pavilion.  All  honor  to  their  sacred 
memory !  They  caused  the  wilderness  to 
bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose!  They  plowed 
the  first  furrows  in  this  soil.  They  sowed  in 
those  furrows  the  seed  of  that  prosperity 
which  we  reap  to-day. 

THE  PROMENADE  CONCERT. 
From  the  Herald. 

The  Promenade  Concert  held  in  the  mam- 
moth pavilion,  was  a  fitting  "  finale." 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  Vermont  bands, 
the  music  furnished  was  of  a  high  order. 
The  pavilion  was  handsomely  decorated  and 
tastily  lighted.  When  we  entered  the  pavil- 
ion, there  must  have  been  over  a  thousand 
present,  still,  all  had  plenty  of  room,  and 
but  for  the  number  of  different  faces  one 
would  meet  in  a  promenade,  we  would  say 
that  there  were  few  present. 

Dancing  commenced  at  10  o'clock,  and  was 
entered  into  with  a  zest  that  was  refreshing. 
Everybody  danced,  old  and  young,  rich  and 
poor,  high  and  low.  Dancing  was  indeed 
the  order  of  the  night !  We  saw  many  that 
had  not  tried  the  "  mazy  measures  "  before 
in  many  a  long  year. 

Quite  a  number  figured  in  the  costume  of 
"  ye  olden  time." 

THE  ANTIQUARIAN  MUSEUM, 

In  the  building  adjoining  the  Bardwell 


House  Block,  was  open  every  day  during 
the  celebration. 

Our  attention  was  first  called  to  the  gun, 
now  the  property  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Allen,  which 
was  formerly  owned  by  Gen.  Ethan  Allen, 
the  leader  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys.  Tne 
gun  was  owned  and  used  by  Ethan  Allen 
about  1760.  Ethan  Allen  and  Robert  Tor- 
rence  were  intimate  friends  when  they  were 
young  men,  and  exchanged  guns  for  keep- 
sakes. Robert  Torrence  gave  the  gun  to  his 
grandson,  Orleans  P.  Torrence,  from  whom  it 
was  obtained  by  its  present  owner.  Beside 
this  gun,  is  one  taken  from  Long  John,  an 
Indian,  at  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  by  Cap- 
tain William  Jenkins,  whom  many  of  our 
citizens  remember  as  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  and  largest  land  owners  in  this  section. 
The  Indian  afterwards  resided  here,  and  ia 
undoubtedly  remembered  by  our  oldest  citi- 
zens. It  is  the  contribution  of  Miss  Isabella 
M.  Brown,  which  lady  made  many  valuable 
contributions  to  the  display. 

Next,  came  a  gun,  the  barrel  of  which  was 
carried  by  Lieutenant  Zebulon  Mead  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war — was  used  on  Lake 
Champlain,  when  Old  Put  was  taken,  and 
was  taken  into  Ticonderoga  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1775,  when  Ethan  Allen  was  there, 
and  was  carried  in  the  Revolution  by  Henry 
Mead, — the  contribution  of  their  descendant,, 
Joel  M.  Mead. 

Besides  these  guns,  were  a  Continental  $4 
bill;  a  musket  flint-lock,  old  Continental,  by 
C.  Carpenter  ;  the  same  by  several  otuers  ;  a 
Continental  sword  by  S.  Hinckley  ;  the  sa*:e 
by  L.  Long  ;  a  sword  found  on  the  farm  of 
William  Lincoln,  in  Shrewsbury,  about  18u0, 
supposed  to  have  belonged  to  some  one  of 
Burgoyne's  officers,  it  being  found  where  it  is 
supposed  his  army  crossed  the  mountain,  by 
Parkhurst;  a  sword  captured  from  the  Hess- 
ians by  Gen.  Stark,  at  the  Battle  of  Benning- 
ton, and  now  owned  by  his  sister's  daughter, 
also,  a  captain's  hat,  80  years  old,  used  by 
Captain  Bachot,  by  J.  0.  Dunn;  a  sword  cap- 
tured from  the  Hessians,  at  the  Battle  of  Ben- 
nington, by  Jonathan  Warren ;  a  powder- 
horn,  used  by  Captain  Jenkins  in  the  war  of 
1812;  a  pair  of  horse  pistols,  which  belonged 
to  Captain  Jenkins,  100  years  old  or  more; 
a  Hessian  coat  and  hat,  by  H.  R.  Dyer;  an 
Indian  frock,  captured  from  the  Indians  at 
the  time  of  the  massacre  in  Iowa,  Peveriy;  a 
pocket-book  and  papers,  101  years  old ;  a 
bible  109  years  old,  used  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Al- 
bee's  great  grandfather;  vols.  10,  11  and  12 
of  Spooner's  Vermont  Journal,  printed  in 
Windsor  in  1792-3-4,  presented  by  M.Cook; 
copies  of  the  Rutland  Herald  of  1803,  1S20, 
and  1827,  ami  Burlington  Centinel  of  1812, 
by  Horace  Kingsley  ;  a  shinplaster  issued  i'7 
Vermont  Glass  Factory,  of  Salisbury,  oi  the 
denomination  of  $1.75,  dated  1811,  by  Wil- 
liam Y.  Ripley  ;  a  copy  of  Spooner's  Ven 
Journal,  of  1799,  by  G.  C.  Hathaway,  and  a 
Vermont  Gazette,  of  1799,  by  the  same;  a 
Psalm  book,  105  years  old,  by  Dr.  J  D. 
Green ;  a  book  entitled  "  Christ,  the  King 
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Witness  of  Truth,"  dated  ^1744,  by  H.  H. 
Paine ;  a  singing  book  of  170S,  by  the  same  ; 
treatises,  of  1750,  by  H.  W.  Porter-  Five 
Books  of  Moses,  1737,  and  a  cream-pitcher 
130  years  old,  by  Miss  Pierpont ;  a  work  of 
John  Knox's  Writings,  owned  by  James 
Ferguson,  of  Barnet — the  owner  being  now 
past  99  years  of  age,  and  the  book  over  300 
vears  old,  presented  by  J.  C.  Dunn,  of  Rut- 
land ;  a  mirror,  known  to  be  over  215  years 
old,  in  the  hands  of  the  9th  generation,  a 
chair  107  years  old,  and  table,  chair  and 
trunk  that  was  his  great  grandmother's,  by 
the  same;  a  pitcher  113  years  old,  owned  by 
Addison  Buck  ;  a  gravy  dish,  over  100  years 
old,  by  Mrs.  Buckliam;  a  turtle-shell  imita- 
tion crockery  plate,  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  R.  Bissell, 
which  was  her  father's  grandfather's,  and  is 
now  over  200  years  old  ;  a  tea-cup,  140  years 
old,  by  Dr.  Cyrus  Porter ;  a  slop-bowl  and 
plate,  by  Mrs.  Sarah  T.  French,  which  her 
grandmother  had  at  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
108  years  ago ;  a  China  tea-cup  and  saucer, 
150  years  old — came  from  Holland,  and  a 
punch  tumbler,  very  handsome  and  old,  by 
Miss  Mary  Baxter;  a  pewter  porringer,  110 
years  old,  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  Porter;  an  ink- 
stand, 10S  years  old,  by  A.  B.  Jones;  a  tin- 
der-box used  by  Capt.  Ebenezer  Markham, 
going  through  the  woods  from  Maine  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  1796,  a  pair  of  silk  stockings  worn 
by  Capt.  Markham,  Feb.  7,  1775,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  marriage,  a  vest  worn  by  him 
two  years  earlier,  a  frisk  worn  by  Mrs. 
Markham  before  her  marriage,  a  waist  worn 
by  the  same  lady,  and  a  set  of  coin  balances 
used  by  Capt.  Markham  in  the  West  Indies 
in  1768, — ail  presented  by  J.  B.  Spaulding, 
who  likewise  shows  a  baby's  shirt  worn  by 
the  late  Hon.  Isaac  Kellogg,  in  1776 ;  a 
wooden  sugar-bowl,  125  years  old,  by  Mrs. 
H.  Glynn:  a  cocoa-nut  tunnel.  97  years  old, 
by  D.  Hall ;  three  spectacles  and  cases,  100, 
107  and  115  years  old ;  a  cane  by  S.  Hinck- 
ley, which  was  the  property  of  the  great 
grandfather  of  Gilbert  Breed,  and  now  known 
to  be  over  200  years  old ;  a  mirror,  which 
was  brought  over  in  the  Mayflower,  by  D.  K. 
Hall ;  a  birch  bark  basket,  made  by  an  In- 
dian named  "  Long  John,"  and  an  18-inch 
pewter  platter,  belonging  to  Miss  I.  M. 
Brown's  father's  great  aunt,  very  old;  a  pod- 
auger,  105  years  old,  by  Oliver  Tinney;  a 
pewter  plate  and  tea-salver,  over  100  years 
old,  by  R.  E.  Pattison ;  a  pewter  plate,  one 
of  a  set  buried  at  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  sur- 
render, remaining  buried  52  years  on  the 
farm  in  Addison,  Vt.,  known  as  the  late  Hon. 
John  Story's  farm,  by  J.  B.  Spaulding;  a 
pewter  rnug,  95  years  old,  by  Miner  Hilliard  ; 
a  wooden  skimmer,  105  years  old,  by  F. 
Weeks  ;  a  foot-stove,  100  years  or  more  old, 
by  J.  Haskell;  a  brass  kettle,  137  years  old, 
by  T.  L.  Fisk ;  an  earthern  arm-flask,  97 
years  old,  by  A.  Reed  ;  a  wooden  salt-mortar, 
150  years  old,  by  Mrs.  Caswell;  an  ax  used 
by  the  great  grandfather  of  John  C.  Thomp- 
son, which  has  passed  down  three  generations, 
an  iron  pot,  99  years  old,  taken  by  tho  In- 


dians at  the  burning  of  Royalton,  a  double 
linen-wheel,  127  years  old,  and  several  stone 
arrow-heads,  by  A.  H.  Post;  a  stone  arrow- 
head, picked  up  by  James  Buckham  60  years 
ago,  the  eye  and  tongue  of  the  old  court-house 
bell,  taken  from  the  ruins,  by  C.  Carpenter ; 
two  chairs,  of  a  set  used  in  the  first  State 
House  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  located  in 
Rutland,  on  West  street,  in  the  dwelling 
more  recently  known  as  the  Jenkins  farm- 
house, it  being  86  years  since  it  was  used  for 
the  sittings  of  the  Legislature ;  a  large  arm- 
chair, 110  years  old,  by  Joseph  Tower;  a 
small  round  dining  table,  used  by  Captain 
Jenkins,  90  years  old  ;  an  iron  pot,  90  years 
old,  taken  by  the  Indians  at  the  burning  of 
Royalton  ;  an  arm-chair,  100  years  old,  by 
James  Holden  ;  a  wheel-head,  over  100  years 
old,  by  Mrs.  B.  Parker;  a  pair  of  wooden 
shoes,  "by  B.  Tilley ;  a  warming-pan,  150 
years  old,  by  Mrs.  Carswell ;  a  pair  of  shoe- 
buckles  and  two  worsted  combs,  100  years 
old,  a  warming-pan,  125  years  old,  by  D.  S. 
Squires ;  two  worsted  combs,  over  100  years 
old,  two  loom-reeds.  92  years  old,  a  tape- 
loom,  160  years  old,  a  hetchell,  100  years 
old,  James  McConnell;  a  pair  of  cards,  80 
years  old,  Mrs.  Sarah  Tower ;  one  hand-fan, 
100  years  old,  D.  H.  Squires ;  a  wooden 
plow,  made  by  Stephen  Holt,  of  Pittsfield, 
the  first  settler  of  that  town,  and  one  wooden 
plow,  100  years  old  ;  a  wooden  box,  made  by 
the  Indians,  and  found  in  an  old  building  at 
Comstock's  Landing  25  years  ago,  McDuie; 
part  of  a  wedding-dress  of  Mrs.  Noah 
Thompson,  formerly  of  Bridgewater,  made 
with  her  own  hands  from  flax,  in  the  year 
1766,  by  Stillman  Atwood  ;  one  christening 
blanket  for  children,  175  years  old, — it  was 
once  lined  with  pink  silk  and  bound  with 
braid ;  one  blanket,  115  years  old,  brought 
from  Holland  by  Miss  Brown's  great  grand- 
mother, a  tray  made  in  England  150  years 
ago,  by  Miss  I.  M.  Brown ;  one  coverlid,  sup- 
posed "to  be  1 25  years  old,  and  was  the  prop- 
erty of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Thompson's  great  grand- 
mother, J.  C.  Thompson  ;  a  genuine  autograph 
of  Sir  John  Franklin,  by  A.  A.  Nicholson ;  a 
frame  containing  a  New-Hampshire  $4.00, 
17S0;  and  also  a  striped  worsted  vest,  made 
by  Jennette  Riche,  in  Scotland,  in  1740.  for 
her  intended  husband,  Andrew  Lackey.  She 
also  made  a  wedding-dress  at  the  same  time, 
and  her  husband's  vest  was  patched  with 
her  dress.  It  was  brought  from  (Jlasgow  to 
this  country  in  the  year  1783,  by  James 
Ferguson,  and  his  wife  and  three  children,  in 
the  ship  Laura  Campden,  Capt.  Gildrist  in 
command.  They  were  bound  for  Phila- 
delphia, 300  Irish  and  40  Scotch  aboard  the 
vessel,  and  were  nine  weeks  crossing  the 
ocean,  and  tho  vessel  run  aground  near  New- 
castle, Delaware;  the  40  Scotch  landed,  and 
walked  40  miles  to  Philadelphia.  It  is  now 
owned  by  James  Ferguson,  of  Barnet,  Yt  , 
tho  grandson  of  Andrew  Lackey  and  Jenuutto 
Riche. 

A  Commission  to  Lieut.  William  Dyer 
in  the  Vermont  Militia,  in  1812,  signed  by 
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Jonas  Galusha,  Governor;  also  a  portrait  of 
Samuel  Dyer,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
painted  in  1845.  and  his  account  book,  com- 
menced at  Cranston,  R.  I.,  in  17*4,  and  closed 
at  Chester,  in  this  State,  in  1814,  exhibited 
by  James  H.  Dyer,  grandson  of  William,  and 
great-grandson  of  Samuel  Dyer.  A  twenty 
dollar  bill  on  the  bank  of  Plattsburgh,  con- 
tributed by  Rodney  Pierce,  of  Brandon,  who 
has  had  it  in  his  possession  50  years ;  he  re- 
ceived it  at  par  just  before  the  bank  failed. 
A  Bible,  owned  by  James  Mead,  first  settler 
of  the  town,  contributed  by  R.  R.  Mead, 
printed  in  1791;  a  copy  of  Virgil,  printed  in 
1515,  edited  by  Sebastian  Brant,  and  con- 
taining 204  very  curious  wood-cuts,  and  an 
English  version  of  Homer's  Iliad,  by  George 
Chapman,  printed  in  1610 — both  contributed 
by  Judah  Dana;  "The  History  of  the  Low 
Countrey  Warres,"  printed  in  1650;  Travel 
in  Germany  and  Elsewhere,  printed  in  14.5-4; 
a  letter  written  by  Nichols  Goddard,  of  this 
place,  in  1797;  a  bottle,  presented  at  the 
battle  of  Bennington  to  Jonathan  Haynes, 
grandfather  of  B.  H.  Haynes,  by  a  Hessian ; 
a  picture  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  very  old 
and  dingy;  a  picture  of  Mrs.  Rebekah  Free- 
man of  this  town,  who  died  in  1862,  aged  97, 
taken  when  she  was  91  years  old;  a  chair 
formerly  owned  by  John  Adams,  of  Killing- 
by,  Ct.,  great-grandfather  of  Araasa  Pooler, 
by  whom  presented  ;  the  wedding  apron  of 
Abigail  Leonard,  wife  of  Rev.  Warham  Wil- 
liams, married  in  1728,  and  5  silver  table- 
spoons, a  part  of  her  marriage  portion. 

(Rev.  Warham  Williams  was  son  of  Rev. 
John  Williams,  taken  captive  at  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  1704,  and  brother  of  Eunice  Williams, 
grandmother  of  Rev.  Eleazer  Williams,  cele- 
brated as  the  Daunhin  or  4  Lost  Prince," 
and  supposed  by  many  to  be  really  the  son 
of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie 
Antoinette  of  France.) 

Also  table  and  tea-spoons  belonging  to 
Rev.  Samuel  Williams  and  his  wife,  Jane 
Kilborn  Williams,  married  in  1768.  All 
these  articles  were  brought  to  Rutland  in 
1792,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Williams,  and  now 
owned  and  contributed  by  Mrs.  John  Strong 
of  this  town.  (  Rev.  Samuel  Williams  was 
the  historian  of  Vermont,  and  founder  and 
first  editor  of  the  Herald.) 

Here  also  was  a  "  letter  written  by  our 
blessed  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  found  under 
a  great  stone,  65  years  after  His  crucifixion," 
and  reprinted  in  London  in  1791  ;  a  smoking 
tongs,  brought  from  England  before  the  lievo^ 
lutionary  war,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Carpenter,  owned 
by  J.  B.  Krlburn;  a  powder-horn,  112  years 
old,  by  H.  Bateman ;  a  dentist's  turnkey, 
1720;  a  tobacco-box,  1760,  containing  knee- 
buckles,  sleeve-buckles,  and  an  ancient  coin 
once  worn  about  the  neck  of  an  ancestor, 
placed  there  by  a  "seventh,  son"  as  a  charm 
against  "  Kings'  evil,"  by  Dr.  Cochran,  West 
Rutland;  a  blanket,  125 years  old,  owned  by 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Thompson;  a  plate  brought  from 
China  150  years  a^o,  and  u<ed  by  the  great 
grandfather  of  Mis.  J.  N.  Baxter ;  a  hatter's 


cooling-iron — the  one  with  which  Anthony 
killed  Green  in  a  hat  shop  on  Main  stree:, 
Rutland,  1814,  owned  by  Dr.  Orel  Cook  ;  a 
pan  brought  to  this  country  by  Roger  Wil- 
liams ;  a  clock  made  in  1580,  presented  by 
Dr.  Abell,  the  astronomer,  to  Ben  K.  Chase, 
Rutland ;  Gen.  Stark's  dram-cup,  presented 
to  him  by  Hannah  Dai  ton;  a  pair  of  knee- 
buckles,  worn  by  Prince  Robinson,  of  Wash- 
ington's Black  Regiment;  knee-buckles  wcra 
by  Major  Post  105  years  ago ;  a  slipper  worn 
by  Sally  duff,  a  sun-glass,  a  pair  of  spoons, 
all  100  years  old,  the  property  of  Mary 
Youn^ ;  spoons  made  by  Lord  <t  Goddard  of 
Rutland,  its  first  jewelers ;  a  spoon  presented 
by  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  to  his  oldest  daughter 
on  her  marriage,  about  106  years  oi  l ;  bur- 
tons worn  in  1759  by  Mehitable  Sperry ; 
sleeve-buttons  worn  68  years,  by  A.  Chase, 
and  109  years  old;  a  shirt-brooch  made  :n 
1773:  shell  cased  watch  worn  by  John  Han- 
cock, made  in  1676;  a  gold  Macedonian 
coin — a  double  drachma,  whose  value  wiien 
coined  was  $3.33.  It  is  2,200  years  old,  and 
as  Lysimachus,  tutor  of  Alexander  and  one 
of  his  great  generals,  caused  gold  com  to  be 
stricken  with  the  portrait  of  his  great  master 
on  them,  and  from  the  near  resemblance  of 
the  head  on  this  coin  to  the  bust  of  Alexan- 
der found  at  Tivoli,  the  ancient  Tibrr.  in 
the  year  1779,  it  may,  with  certainty,  be  re- 
garded as  a  genuine  portrait  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  and  hence  possesses  a  valne  to  the 
lover  of  antiquity  impossible  to  compute.  A 
solid  silver  flagon,  102  years  old,  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Jane  Kilborn  Williams ;  a  tab.e- 
spoon,  146  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Leon.-.ri; 
a  sugar-tongs,  a  pin,  ear-rings  and  sleeve- 
buttons,  all  102  years  old,  a  plate  belong: r.g 
to  Mrs.  Sikes,  great  aunt  to  Queen  Emn;a 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  120  years  old,  two 
pairs  of  shoe-buckles,  125  years  old,  con- 
tributed by  Mrs.  Gov.  Williams  ;  a  pair  of 
ear-rings  worn  by  Phineas  Pratt  of  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.,  about  1780,  contributed  by 
Mary  E.  Ripley ;  a  shirt  and  sleeve-buuons 
worn  by  Surgeon  Hodges  when  on  Washing- 
ton's staff,  contributed  by  Hugh  H.  Baxter; 
a  bull's  eye  watch,  made  in  1720;  a  bed- 
plate, worn  by  Gen.  Elias  Bueil  of  Albany, 
in  1779  ;  an  hour-glass  100  years  old,  an  arm- 
chair 120  years  old,  the  contributions  of  Eli 
Farmer;  the  Ulster  Co.  Gazette  of  January  4, 
1S00 ;  the  Northern  Spectator,  printed  in 
Poultnoy  in  1826;  a  pair  of  vases,  known  to 
be  1000  years  old — history  lost, — -presented 
by  a  Mandarin  (Chinaman)  to  W.  1.  Ripley 
some  years  since;  a  pistol  carried  by  Gen. 
Washington  as  late  as  1776,  a  piece  of  gun 
and  bails  found  after  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  and  a  looking-glass  owned  by  Miry 
Chilson,  the  li  st  white  woman  in  America 
north  of  the  old  Mason  and  Dixon  line,  c  re- 
tributed by  Ezra  Edson,  of  Manchester;  a 
worsted  comb,  used  by  the  grandmother  of 
O.  H.  Rounds  in  Scituate.  li.  1.,  125  y  tars  a :  >« 
The  contribution  of  John  Cain,  made  :  <: 
his  son,  Captain  Avery  B.  Cain  of  the  U  3. 
Army,  who  for  years  has  been  in  army  Ufa 
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on  the  frontier,  was  noticeable,  and  attracted 
more  handling  by  visitors  than  it  would  were 
it  ours.  It  consisted  of  a  pipe  of  peace,  pre- 
sented by  Red  Cloud,  two  arrows  captured 
from  the  Cheyennes  in  battle,  needle-cases 
made  by  Sioux  squaws,  pantaloon  stripes 
worn  by  a  Sioux  chief,  match-safe,  tobacco- 
box,  pouch  and  beads,  by  the  same  tribe,  a 
blanket  and  ear-rings  presented  Capt.  Cain 
by  the  Navajoes.  A  quilt,  125  years  old, 
furnished  by  0.  H.  Rounds;  a  breastplate 
picked  up  by  Christopher  Rice  of  this  town 
on  a  Rebel  battle  field,  and  worn  by  him, 
after  the  derision  of  his  comrades,  at  the 
battle  of  Locust  Grove,  where  it  was  struck 
by  a  ball,  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
penetrated  the  wearer's  vitals  but  for  it.  The 
ball  flattened  is  shown  with  the  plate.  An 
oil  painting  of  Major  Eaton,  and  his  wife, 
made  85  years  ago;  an  oil  painting  of  Na- 
thaniel Gove,  and  Jesse  Gove  and  his  wife ; 
an  embroidered  picture  ma  le  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  R. 
Dorr's  grandmother  in  France,  over  100 
years  ago;  a  bunch  of  arrows,  with  their 
quiver,  taken  from  a  Sioux  chief  in  battle  by 
Capt.  Wm.  J.  Cain,  another  son  of  our  neigh- 
bor of  the  Courier,  and  by  him  presented  to 
Master  Hugh  Baxter ;  a  cony  of  the  New- 
England  Courant,  published  Feb.  11,  1723; 
copies  of  the  first  volumes  of  the  Rutland 
Herald,  by  a  gentleman  from  Saratoga  ;  a 
charter  signed  by  Cadwallad^r  Colden,  Lieut. - 
Governor  of  New  York,  to  Nathan  Stone  and 
others,  of  a  township  of  land  iu  lieu  of  Rut- 
land, which  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  afterward 
chartered  by  the  Government  of  New  York 
to  other  parties,  dated  July  15,  1774,  belong- 
ing to  Chauncy  K.  Williams;  etc.,  etc. 

The  Pavilion,  or  tent  in  which  the  dinner 
was  served,  and  in  which  was  held  the 
Promenade  Concert,  was  situate  on  the  lot 
purchased  by  the  town,  on  which  to  erect  a 
town  hall,  on  the  south  side,  and  at  the  foot 
of  Washington  street.  It  was  210  by  66 
feet,  and  fully  capable  of  seating  3,000 
persons.  The  walls  were  9  feet  high,  and 
the  roof  some  25  feet  high  at  the  ridge,  the 
whole  supported  by  6  stout  masts.  From 
the  ridge  of  the  roof  to  the  top  of  the  wall 
on  the  sides,  were  hung  streamers  of  alternate 
red  and  white  bunting,  at  close  intervals, 
while  on  the  ends  were  numerous  streamers, 
emblematic  of  the  national  ensign,  carried 
out  from  the  centre  at  the  top  down  to  either 
corner.  Around  the  tent,  at  the  top  of  the 
wall,  were  interwoven  stripes  of  red  and 
white  bunting.  About  the  middle  of  the 
tent,  and  in  front  of  the  stage,  from  the  roof 
depended  the  stars  and  stripes,  on  either  side 
of  which,  and  extending  to  both  ends,  were 
hung  numerous  flags  and  banners  of  various 
nations.    The  platform  was  in  the  center,  on 


the  west  side,  in  full  view  and  easy  hearing 
of  all  parts  of  the  house.  To  the  gas  works 
were  attached  138  burners,  some  of  which 
were  arranged  in  the  form  of  stars. 

One  of  the  most  beautifully  decorated 
buildings  in  the  place  was  the  Opera  House, 
whose  inner  appearance,  with  flags,  streamers, 
mottoes,  coats  of  arms,  shields,  evergreens, 
flowers  and  other  ornaments  decking  the 
walls,  ceilings,  stage,  galleries,  and  every 
available  place,  made  it  resplendent  with 
beauty.  Externally,  also,  flags  and  banners 
were  displayed  from  every  window  and  hung 
on  the  walls  and  over  the  door.  Extending 
across  the  street  from  the  Opera  House  was  a 
line  of  flags,  in  the  center  of  which  was  a  tab- 
let in  the  shape  of  a  shield,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  side,  "  Washington  promulgated 
our  principles,  Warren  died  in  their  defence — 
we  intend  to  perpetuate  them.'J  On  the  re- 
verse of  the  tablet  was,  "  The  Memories  of  the 
Fathers  are  the  Inspiration  of  her  Sons,"  the 
whole  bordered  with  the  stars  and  stripes. 

In  the  tent  was  a  painting  of  a  globe  rest- 
ing on  a  shield,  surmonnted  by  the  American 
eagle,  "  E  Pluribus  Unum"  in  his  beak,  the 
whole  surrounded  by  wreaths  of  the  olive, 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall  an  alle- 
gorical painting  of  "  America  —  as  it  was 
and  is,"  on  each  of  the  six  masts,  pictures  of 
some  of  our  elderly  and  deceased  prominent 
citizens,  trophies  of  flags,  and  ihc  coat  of  arms 
of  one  of  the  six  New-England  states.  At 
the  Central  House  a  line  of  flags  extended 
across  to  Kingsley  &  Sprague's  block,  in  the 
center  of  which  was  a  banner  bearing  on  one 
side  the  motto,  "  Our  Fathers  left  us  the  glo- 
rious legacy  of  Liberty — may  we  transmit 
it  to  posterity — have  virtue  to  merit  and 
courage  to  preserve  it,"  and  on  the  other  side, 
"  Stain  not  the  glory  of  your  worthy  ances- 
tors, but  like  them  resolve  never  to  part  with 
your  birthright."  Other  street  decorations 
were  made  at  the  foot  of  Center  street,  where 
there  was  a  line  extended  from  the  top  of 
Morse's  block  to  the  Bates  House,  on  which 
was  a  banner  girded  with  evergreens  and 
inscribed,  "  Welcome  to  Rutland,"  and  on 
either  side  of  it  an  American  flag.  Outside 
of  the  flag,  on  the  left,  was  another  of  blue 
and  white  blocks  arranged  diagonally,  under- 
neath which  were  the  figures  "  1770,"  and  on 
the  right  one  of  red  and  white  blocks,  ar- 
ranged in  the  same  way,  with  the  figures 
underneath  of  "  1870." 
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Other  street  decorations  were  admired 
which  led  from  Landoa's  block  to  Clark's 
block  on  Merchant's  Row,  from  the  Stevens 
House  diagonally  to  Verder's  block  on  Cen- 
ter and  Wales  streets,  and  from  the  residence 
of  H.  R.  Dyer  to  the  Strong  mansion  on 
Main  street,  and  one  at  the  head  of  the  same 
street.  An  arch  erected  on  West  street,  op- 
posite the  old  State  House,  by  the  members 
of  Nickwacket  Engine  Company,  elicited  the 
commendation  of  all  who  passed  under  it.  It 
was  trimmed  with  evergreens  and  flowers, 
and  ornamented  with  American,  Turkish, 
Irish  and  State  flags.  Colonel  Veazey  had 
his  own  house  decorated  finely.  The  arch 
was  inscribed,  "  Nickwacket  No.  1,  in  honor 
of  the  old  State  Ilouse."  The  old  State 
House,  the  present  residence  of  Martin 
Spaulding,  was  ornamented  with  flags  and 
labeled  with  a  brief  history  of  it  from  its 
building  to  the  present  time,  and  nearly 
every  house  and  business  place  along  the  line 
of  march  of  the  procession  showed  some  em- 
blem of  decoration. 

The  Herald  building  was  decorated  finely 
outside,  and  centered  with  a  shield  bearing 
the  inscription,  "  The  Rutland  Herald,  the 
oldest  paper  in  Vermont, — established,  De- 
cember, 1794."  In  the  building,  the  stores 
of  Tuttle  &  Co.  and  Fenn  &  Co.  had  flags  dis- 
played in  profusion.  Morse's  block  and  the 
building  of  the  National  Bank  of  Raitland 
had  numerous  flags  displayed,  as  had  also  Dr. 
Pond  at  his  drug-store,  the  same  at  the  Bates, 
Central  and  Bardwell  Houses,  the  Independ- 
ent office,  Courier  office,  Paine,  Bowman  & 
Co.,  George  H.  Palmer,  Newman  Weeks,  Ben 
K.  Chase,  George  W.  Chaplin,  H.  W.  Kings- 
ley,  0.  W.  Currier,  Lewis  &  Fox,  Clark  Bros. 
&  Marshall,  J.  W.  Stearns,  and  others.  R.  M 
Cross  &  Co.,  B.  H.  Burt,  George  W.  Hilliard, 
Allen  &  Higgins,  and  the  Rutland  Boot  and 
Shoe  Company,  were  the  richest  looking  on 
Merchants'  Row.  The  private  residences 
which  looked  the  best  were  tho-e  of  Gen. 
Wm.  Y.  W.  Ripley,  Thomas  Mc  Laughlin, 
J.  N.  Baxter,  B.  H.  Burt,  Martin  G.  Everts, 
Mrs.  Gov  Williams,  Dr.  Hay  ties,  George  H. 
Palmer,  George  C.  Royce,  Albert  It.  Tuttle, 
Rev.  E.  Mills,  Geo.  A.  Tuttle.  II.  C.  Tuttle, 
F.  C.  Sherwin,  Charles  J.  Powers,  and  James 
Barrett.  At  the  residences  of  Henry  Hall, 
Gov.  Page  and  many  others,  were  displays  of 
flowers,  wreaths  and  the  national  bunting. 


RUTLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
BY  REV.  E.  MILLS. 

The  first  beginnings,  early  struggles,  trials 
and  triumphs  of  auy  branch  of  the  Christian 
church  is  to  the  devoted  Christlau  a  subject  of 
grateful  and  profitable  contemplation ;  and, 
did  time  and  space  permit,  it  would  be  deeply 
interesting,  from  resources  at  command,  to  lay 
before  the  living  membership  the  evidences  of 
the  piety,  loyalty  to  truth*  zeal  and  unwonted 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ, 
that  characterized  the  constituent  and  early 
members  of  our  beloved  church  ;  but  circum- 
stances demaud  the  simple  statement  of  a  few 
leading  facts. 

As  far  back  as  1807  we  find  a  small  but  vig- 
orous Baptist  church  in  Centre  Rutland;  but 
when  it  was  formed,  or  what  was  its  previous 
History,  wre  have  no  means  of  knowing.  At 
the  time  above  mentioned,  they  were  destitute 
of  a  house  of  worship,  and,  like  the  primitive 
Christians,  met  and  worshiped  in  private  dwell- 
ings— for  the  most  of  the  time  at  the  house  of 
Bro.  Allan  Pooler.  Rev.  Mr.  Hurlburt  wa3 
their  minister  at  the  time,  laboring  for  them  in 
word  and  doctrine,  until  1809,  when  he  resign- 
ed, and  for  an  indefinite  period  they  were  with- 
out pastoral  care.  They  enjoyed,  however,  the 
occasional  ministrations  of  the  Rev.  Sylvan  as 
Haynes  of  Middletown  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Kendrick 
of  Poultney ;  Revs.  McCuller,  Sawyer,  Har- 
rington, and  other  itinerant  ministers. 

Prominent  among  this  little  band  of  Baptist 
communicants  we  find  Deacon  Griffith,  Deacon 
Weller,  Allan  Pooler,  Nehemiah  Angell,  Jede- 
diah  Walker,  Benjamin  Farmer,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Rodgers,  Caleb  Whipple,  En  Kendall.  Daniel 
Ford,  Samuel  Griggs,  Ebenezer  Rawlins,  Phi- 
lander Griffith,  and  a  few  noble,  devoted 
women,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  Dea.  Griffith, 
Mrs.  Dea,  Weller,  Mis.  Angell,  Mrs.  Allan 
Pooler,  Mrs.  Mary  Pooler,  Mrs.  D.  Ford,  Polly 
Ford,  Susan  Ford,  Mrs.  Jesse  Thrall,  Mrs.  Beta 
Rodgers.  Mrs.  G  Dyer,  Mrs.  Capt.  Jenkins,  Mrs- 
Woods,  Phebe  Briggs,  Polly  and  Fanny  Daniels, 
and  Leapy  Maxy.  These  devoted  men  and 
women  were,  for  the  most  part,  poor  in  the 
things  of  this  world,  but  rich  in  faith  and  good 
works,  with  bright  hopes  of  better  tiling  to 
come,  and  all  of  them  have  been  transferred 
from  the  church  on  earth  to  the  church  triumph- 
ant iu  heaven. 

In  the  years  1813-14,  becoming  reduced  by 
death  and  removals,  the  meetings  of  the  above 
named  church  were  discontinued,  and  their  or- 
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ganization  broken  up — the  members  uniting 
with  neighboring  churches. 

In  1818,  several  families  of  Baptists  moved 
from  Centre  Rutland  to  Mill  Village,  now  known 
as  M  Pooler  District,"  and  immediately  com- 
menced to  hold  meetings  at  the  house  of  Daniel 
Ford,  and  at  the  school  house.  These  were 
mostly  meetings  for  prayer,  praise  and  confer- 
ence, with  an  occasional  sermon  by  some  neigh- 
boring or  itinerant  minister.  For  5  years  these 
pious  men  and  women  maintained  the  means 
of  grace  under  adverse  circumstances,  and 
through  all  kinds  of  weather;  and  there  are 
a  few  still  living  who  date  their  first  religious 
impressions  from  the  instructions  and  admoni- 
tions they  then  and  there  received. 

Iu  1823  the  above  named  little  band  of  disci- 
ples organized  themselves  into  a  Baptist  church 
of  15  members,  viz.: 

Amos  Weller,  Joseph  Barney,  Benjamin 
Farmer,  Daniel  Ford,  Adonijah  Ford,  Allan 
Pooler,  Campbell  Simpson,  Dinnis  "Weller, 
Experience  Barney,  Salome  Ford,  Susanna 
Ford,  Polly  Ford,  Elizabeth  Pooler,  Anna  G-re- 
no,  Martha  Fuller. 

The  church  thus  constituted  completed  their  i 
organization  by  the  adoption  of  "  Articles  of 
Faith"  and  "  covenant,"  and  the  choice  of  Dan- 
iel Ford  as  moderator,  and  Adonijah  Ford  as 
clerk. 

Nov.  25,  1823,  in  accordance  with  a  previous 
vote  of  the  church,  and  in  response  to  letters  I 
missive  sent  by  them  to  neighboring  churches, 
a  "  Council  of  Recognition"  convened  in  the 
house  of  brother  Daniel  Ford,  consisting  of 
ministers  and  delegates  from  the^  following  ; 
churches  :  Poultney.  Hubbard  ton,  Brandon, 
"Whiting,  Pittsford,  Ira,  East  Clarendon  and 
Middletown.  Elder  Isaac  Fuller  was  duly  ap- 
pointed moderator,  and  Elder  J.  "W.  Sawyer, 
clerk. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  reasons 
for  the  organization  of  said  church,  and  the 
presentation  to  the  Council  of  their  "  Articles 
and  Covenant,"  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  the 
service  of  recognition  in  the  following  manner: 
That  Elder  Isaac  Sawyer  offer  the  consecrating 
prayer ;  Elder  Isaac  Fuller  give  the  hand  of 
fellowship,  and  Elder  Abel  Woods  give  the 
charge  to  the  church:  all  of  which  was  donG 
in  due  form,  and  with  becoming  solemnity. 

May  6,  1824,  the  church  voted  to  extend  a 
call  to  Elder  I.  Fuller  to  preach  for  them  half 
the  time,  which  service  he  accepted,  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  until  Dec.  2,  1S26,  when 
the  church  called  Rev.  Hadley  Proctor,  of  Chi- 


na, Me.,  to  the  pastorate.  His  labors  commenc- 
ed with  the  opening  of  the  year  1S27,  and  con- 
tinued until  1S34 — years  of  earnest  labor  and 
gracious  ingathering  of  souls.  He  was  a  good 
man,  and  faithfully  led  the  flock  of  Christ.  In 
?3 1—5  Rev.  Samuel  Eastman  supplied  the  pulpit: 
then  Rev.  Hadley  Proetor  roturned  to  the  pas- 
torate ;  but  after  one  brief  year  was  recalled 
to  China,  Maine,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death. 

After  the  second  removal  of  Elder  Proctor, 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Haskell,  a  venerated  father  in 
Israel,  served  the  church  during  the  year  1837, 
after  which  Rev.  Arus  Haynes,  graduate  of 
Brown  University,  was  called  to  the  pastorate, 
and  was  ordained  to  his  work  Jan.  30,  '38,  and 
enjoyed  an  unusually  successful  pastorate  of 
2  years:  90  persons  being  added  by  baptism, 
and  27  by  letter  and  experience:  being  the 
greatest  additiou  in  any  like  period,  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  church. 

He  resigned  in  1840,  from  which  time  the 
church  was  without  pastor  until  February  8, 
1842,  when  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Rockwood  was 
ordained  and  settled,  continuing  his  labors  till 
September,  '49,  when  he  was  dismissed. 

Rev.  Leland  Howard,  of  blessed  memory, 
was  next  called  to  the  pastorate,  who  was 
settled  in  1852,  and  resigned  in  1860.  This 
pastorate  was  fruitful  of  much  good  in  the  in- 
gathering of  many  precious  souls;  the  year 
i85S  being  signally  blessed  in  this  respect. — 
Some  dark,  threatening  clouds  of  dissension 
appeared,  also,  during  this  pastorate,  and  a  few 
drops  of  trouble  fell:  but  in  the  providence 
of  God,  and  by  wise  counsel,  the  impending 
storm  was  averted.  After  his  resignation  Elder 
Howard  continued  to  reside  among  the  people 
to  whom  he  had  ministered  so  faithfully  and 
long,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th 
of  May,  1870* 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Francis  Smith, 
from  Providence,  R.  I.,  who  commenced  hi3 
labors  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1860,  and 
preached  his  farewell  sermon  July  27,  1862. 

Pastor  Smith  was  a  good  man,  a  blameless 
Christian,  and  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Fernald  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  church,  March  23.  '64.  lie  remained  with 
the  church  17  months — resigning  Sept.  2,  '60. 

*  Misa  Mary  L.  Howard,  dan?ht*r  of  Rev.  Mr.  How- 
ard, died  April  4,  1^74,  from  the  effects  of"  drinkin.-  ox- 
alic ucid  for  Congress  water,  two  or  the»  weeks  before. 
Rutland  Herald. 
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Rev.  0.  Cunningham  supplied  the  pulpit  from 
November,  '05,  to  Aug  5,  '68. 

Nov.  1,  '63,  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  Edward 
Mills,  commenced  his  labors  with  the  church, 
and  up  to  this  date,  the  relation  has  been  unus- 
ually pleasant,  and,  we  hope,  mutually  prof- 
itable. 


Fob. 


1827,  the  church  and  society  held 


a  special  meeting,  which  was  duly  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  Dea.  Ezekiel  Green, 
moderator,  and  Bro.  Amasa  Pooler,  clerk.  Said 
meeting,  after  adoptimg  a  constitution  and  rules 
of  order,  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting  house, 
and  appoint  a  building  committee  to  superin- 
tend the  work. 

The  following  named  persons  were  then  duly 
chosen : 

Ezekiel  Green,  William  Green,  Daniel  Ford, 
Ira  Seward,  Cyrus  Edson,  John  Smith,  Asa 
Howard,  Comfort  Barnes,  Jr.,  Lewis  Sawyer, 
Chrispin  Tafift,  Amasa  Pooler,  James  W.  Pooler, 
Aaron  Perkins?. 

This  committee  subsequently  appointed  a 
sub-committee,  viz. :  Ezekiel  Green.  "William 
Green,  Dan'l  Ford  and  John  Smith,  to  purchase 
a  lot  of  land  on  which  to  build  said  meeting- 
house, which  duty  they  accepted  and  promptly 
discharged,  procuring  the  land  upon  which  the 
meeting  house  now  stands.  The  building  com- 
mittee entered  into  a  contract  with  George  W. 
Daniels  to  build  the  house,  which  contract  was 
fulfilled,  and  the  work  pushed  to  completion. 

In  the  Society's  meeting  of  August  17,  1829, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  assess  six  dollars  on 
each  slip  (except  those  already  sold)  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  the  land  on  which  the 
'  Meeting  House:  stands,  and  the  yard  around 
it." 

In  society  meeting,  May  12,  '44,  John  Smith 
,  moderator,  it  was  voted  to  sell  two  rods  of  the 
Parsonage  Garden,  and  slips  belonging  to  the 
society,  to  raise  fifty  dollars  to  pay  for  4  Meeting 
House'  ground. 

When  first  built,  the  internal  arrangements 
of  the  house  were  strictly  in  harmony  with  the 
prevailing  New  England  style,  viz  :  pulpit  plac- 
ed high  against  the  wall  between  the  entrance 
doors,  and  the  choir  extending  along  both  side 
galleries,  and  across  the  eastern  end  of  the 
house. 

In  1852  it  was  voted  to  remodel  and  renovate 
the  entire  interior:  which  was  done,  the  house  j 
being  made  much  more  convenient  and  attract-  j 
ive:   and  being  at  that  time  in  the  centre  of 
the  village,  it  was  hoped  that  its  foundations 
were  permanently  established ;   but  in  conse- 


quence of  the  rapid  growth  of  our  village,  north 
aud  west  of  our  present  location,  a  more  central 
position  for  our  house  of  worship  has  been  se- 
riously thought  of  for  some  years ;  and  as  the 
result  of  prolonged  and  serious  consideration  of 
the  whole  matter,  the  society  held  a  special 
meeting  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  28,  1870,  when 
it  was  voted  to  "  arise  and  build,"  and  the  fol- 
lowing committees  were  duly  appointed,  viz : 
subscription  committee,  Rev.  E.  Mills,  Melzer 
Edson,  Samuel  H.  Kelley ;  building  committee, 
George  A.  Tuttle,  E.  W.  Horner,  Dea.  John 
Murray;  location  committee,  R.  R.  Kinsman, 
B.  W.  Marshall,  H.  C.  Tuttle. 

These  committees  have  exercised  commend- 
able interest  and  energy  in  the  responsible  du- 
ties assigned  them,  and  the  work  is  in  rapid 
progress.  The  "  corner  stone"  was  laid  with 
becoming  ceremony,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1871, 
beneath  which  was  deposited  the  "  Church 
Manual,"  list  of  members,  and  a  copy  of  this 
sketch. 

On  the  evening  of  Feb.  1, 1872,  the  spacious 
and  beautiful  vestries  of  our  new  house  of 
worship  were  opened  with  appropriate  services; 
Rev.  D.  Spencer,  of  Fairhaven,  preaching  a 
very  able  and  scholarly  sermon  from  Psalm 
cxlv.  11. 

Officers  of  the  Church: — Pastor,  Rev. 
Edward  Mills;  Deacons,  John  Murray,  Luther 
Angier;  Clerk,  Benjamin  W.  Marshall ;  Treas- 
urer, John  Murray;  Committee  on  baptisms, 
Dea.  J.  Murray,  Luther  Angier,  E.  W.  Horner, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Tuttle,1  Mrs.  E.  J.  Kinsman,  Misa 
M.  Howard. 

Officers  of  the  Society  : — Moderator,  Geo. 
A.  Tuttle,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Albert  H. 
Tuttle  ;  Trustees,  R.  R.  Kinsman,  Harley  C. 
Tuttle,  Benjamin  W.  Marshall 

Total  list  of  members  in  the  historical  sketch 
169— and  16  additional  up  to  date,  (1874)  mak- 
ing a  present  membership  of  185.  Suuday 
school  membership  about  170.  First  reception, 
Mrs  Cynthia  Tuttle  by  baptism,  Dec.  19,  1824. 

SKETCH  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN 
RUTLAND. 
BY  REV.  B.  M.  HALL,  A.  M. 

Much  obscurity  rests  upon  the  early  history 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  this  town, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  earliest  records. 
In  primitive  times  the  circuits  embraced  many 
towns,  and  such  records  as  wero  kept  included 
on]}-  the  most  general  subjects.  Indeed  there 
was  but  one  book  of  reeords  for  the  whole  cir- 
cuit.   Hence,  as  the  several  societies  kept  no 
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separate  accounts,  we  can  find  no  data  to  aid 
in  writing  the  separate  histories. 

It  is  certain  that  there  was  Methodist  preach- 
ing in  Rutland  long  before  there  was  any  circuit 
bearing  this  name.  As  early  as  1799,  Joseph 
Mitchel  and  Joseph  Sawyer  were  on  the  Ver- 
gennes  circuit,  and  extended  their  travels 
through  all  the  towns,  far  and  near.  In  those 
days  their  travels  often  included  territories 
which  required  journeys  of  400  miles  to  reach 
all  their  appointments;  and  these  journeys 
were  performed  every  4  weeks.  As  there  were 
two  preachers  on  each  circuit,  they  visited  each 
place  once  in  two  weeks.  This  was  the  rule 
for  many  years  after  circuits  were  formed  in 
this  region.  Preachers  were  sent  out  to  form 
circuits  in  vast  regions,  before  there  were  any 
societies  organized,  or  a  solitary  member  of  the 
church  to  bid  them  welcome,  or  to  invite  them 
to  their  hospitality.    So  did  the  Apostles  of  old. 

At  this  date,  (1799)  Shadrick  Bostwick  was 
the  presiding  Elder,  and  his  district  extended 
from  Cambridge,  Washington  county.  N.  Y.,  to 
Plattsburgh,  including  all  the  country  between 
those  points,  and  employing  only  11  preachers. 
One  of  these  was  Joseph  Mitchell ,  a  man  of 
rare  gifts  and  abundant  grace.  He  it  was  who 
baptized  and  received  into  the  church  the 
youthful  Elijah  Hedding,  who.  for  many  long 
years  was  the  able  and  beloved  bishop  of  our 
church;  and  who  died  in  1852,  in  such  tri- 
umph as  can  never  be  described  !  Mr.  Mitchell 
traveled  but  a  few  years,  having  located  iu  1S04. 

Another  of  those  veterans  was  Henry  Ryan, 
by  birth  an  Irishman,  and  by  a  second  birth  a 
Methodist.  He  was  blessed  with  a  powerful 
frame  and  indomitable  courage;  so  that  the 
"  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort,"  who  thought 
it  an  honor  to  maltreat  inoffensive  Methodist 
preachers,  always  gave  him  a  wide  berth,  if 
he  showed  them  his  fists.  On  one  occasion  he 
called  at  a  tavern  to  feed  his  horse,  and  as  ho 
was  seated  before  the  fire,  one  of  the  young 
fellows  said  to  his  associates:  "  That  is  a  Meth- 
odist preacher."  The  other  replied:  uThen 
we  must  keep  our  hands  on  our  pockets."  Ry- 
an said  :  "  I  should  think  you  had  better  keep 
them  on  your  mouths."  Another  then  spoke 
up  with  great  spirit :  "  We  cant  swallow  that." 
"  Then,  (said  Ryan)  chew  it  till  you  can."  Some 
of  them  were  then  ready  for  a  light;  but  Ryan 
put  up  his  sleeve,  and  showed  them  his  wrist 
and  hand,  and  said:  "Take  cure;  for,  if  I 
should  strike  you,  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your 
soul."  They  were  quite  willing  to  keep  "  hands 
oflf." 


In  lSC'j  Jrss-a**  i*reui8  was  formed  from 
portions  of  zr$*&  Yergennes  circuit,  and 
included  aevsral  .  ite  saiaeent  towns,  and  re- 
ported lis  est  : ?ear  -90  members. 
Ezekiel  sni  SNeiner Washburn  were 

the  preachy  1~  Was&burn  was  converted 
while  a  ~:r  -  awi  vx&  a  school  teacher  in 
Petersb----:.  N  T.  re*i  >vas  a  member  of  the 
first  class       -  Ri  that  place.  While 

traveling  h  C!  rscesai  county,  and  on  the 
Vergennes  t  srrgular  and  interesting 

case  oo;-r— ri.  ~r  Si  e  town  of  Huntington  j 
there  lives!  *  5^asKS  ?y  the  name  of  Snyder, 
who  had  &  krri  5*32  and  his  little  daughter 
four  or  f--f  -f  :>  i  siekeued  and  died.  They 
called  a  in~^S3r  *>e  vicinity  to  preach  the 
funeral  sens.ts.  V.i-  cving  an  old  fashioned 
Calvinisr.  :r.i  £S?  parents  there  were  nine 
chances  Tor  zb$*r  -A  to  be  lost,  for  one  for  it 
to  be  savei.  T  :  German  could  bear  no  more, 
and  he  gsre  $  Kivy  stamp  with  his  foot  and 
said:  "  H<xi  jrtxr  tongue;  1  will  have  no 
such  talk  is  ~-  b«*c*e.  1  dout  believe  my  child 
has  gone  to  I  relieve  it  has  gone  to 

heaven :  as3  I  ;-->'  sasin  to  go  there  too."  He 
turned  to  br::: ir  Xorton  and  said:  "Neighbor 
Norton,  *ro£t  bring  a  Methodist  preacher 
to  see  ice  .:"  or  Norton  said,  "I  will  if 

you  desire  it"  -"When  will  you  bring  one?" 
said  he.  £  rother  Norton  said  :  "  I  expect  one 
at  my  house  :^-r;r^ :  I  think  I  can  come  here 
with  him  't*-ia«w«r.w  41  Do,"  said  he.  The 
child  was  bured  without  further  ceremony. 
The  next  morning  Mr.  Washburn  went  with 
his  friend.  The  whole  family  was  collected, 
and  he  conversed  with  each  one— gave  a  gen- 
eral exhomtion.  proved  with  them,  left  an 
appointment  for  preaching,  and  went  on  his 
way  rejoieiug.  Soon  the  parents  and  some  of 
the  children  were  eon  verted,  and  a  nourishing 
class  was  formed,  of  which  Mr.  Snyder  was  the 
leader. 

The  writer  of  this  sketch  is  welt  acquainted 
with  a  large  number  of  the  descendants  of  Mr. 
Snyder,  who  are  Methodists  of  the  true  stock. 

In  1802  the  preachers  were  Ebenozer  Steph- 
ens and  James  I'rmvell,  both  of  them  long  since 
passed  away.  Iu  1m4  Soth  Crowell  was  the 
preacher  in  charge,  llo  was  bom  in  Tolland, 
Ct,  in  1781— ** bom  again"  in  17i>7,and  begau 
to  preach  in  1801 — was  on  Brandon  circuit  in 
1804.  Ho  was  n  missionary  in  Upper  Canada 
two  years— was  in  New  \\>rk  city  two  years- 
filled  many  prominent  positions,  and  died  in 
peace  iu 

The  next  in  order  WW  Samuel  Draper.  He 
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was  bora  in  Dover,  N.  Y.,  in  1776 — converted 
at  15  years  of  age,  among  the  first  fruits  of 
Methodism  in  that  place,  lie  became  a  travel- 
ing preacher  in  1801,  and  was  on  Brandon  cir- 
cuit in  1805,  and  again  in  '20.  He  was  of  a 
verycheerful  spirit — by  some  considered  too 
much  so;  but  his  obituary  says,  "Hundreds 
will  rejoice  in  heaven  that  they  ever  heard  the 
Gospel  from  him."  He  was  presiding  elder  on 
Cambridge  district  4  years,  and  died  in  Arme- 
nia, N.  Y.,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
23d  year  of  his  ministry.  His  colleague,  Mr. 
Harris,  was  born  in  1776 — converted  in  1800, 
joined  the  conference  in  1303,  preached  as  a 
missionary  in  Upper  Canada  2  years — was  in 
this  circuit  in  1805.  He  labored  until  1834, 
when  ill  health  caused  him  to  retire;  and  in 
'44  he  died  in  full  assurance  of  faith. 

He  was  a  diligent  reader  of  the  Bible,  sound 
in  doctrine,  and  very  useful  in  the  ministry. 

In  1806  the  preachers  were  George  Powers 
and  Samuel  Howe.  Of  the  first  I  find  no  spe- 
cial account  in  the  conference  minutes.  But 
of  Mr.  Howe  much  may  be  said.  He  was 
again  on  the  circuit  in  1811.  He  was  a  man 
fully  devoted  to  his  one  work — very  conscien- 
tious and  prudent.  During  many  of  his  later 
years  he  was  a  superannuate,  but  preached 
whenever  there  was  need  of  his  services.  He 
was  an  admirer  of"  Old  fashioned  Methodism," 
and  rigidly  opposed  to  choirs  and  instrumental 
music  in  the  churches.  He  professed  perfect 
love,  and  lived  in  accordance  with  it.  He 
died  a  few  years  since,  in  the  city  of  Troy,  N. 
Y.  He  had  attended  the  funeral  of  an  aged 
member  of  the  church,  though  not  officiating; 
and  after  the  services  he  retired  to  a  class  room 
of  the  church,  seated  himself  on  a  chair,  and 
died  instantly.  "  How  many  fall  as  suddenly, 
—  not  as  safe." 

Of  Dexter  Bates  and  Francis  Brown  there 
are  no  records  which  are  accessible  to  the 
writer.  It  is  most  likely  that  they  located; 
and,  of  course,  the  minutes  of  the  conference 
would  contain  no  further  notice  of  them. 

In  1810  Daniel  Bromley  and  Tobias  Spicer 
were  appointed  to  the  Brandon  circuit.  The 
first  left  the  conference  in  1812.  Mr.  Spicer 
entered  conference  this  year,  and,  of  course, 
this  was  his  first  circuit.  Ho  continued  in  the 
work  during  many  years — was  several  times 
presiding  elder,  and  was  stationed  at  various 
times  in  the  most  responsible  appointments — 
such  as  Troy  and  Now  York  city.  He  wrote 
several  small  books  of  practical  use,  and  re- 
ceived the  honor  of  I).  D.  from  Union  College, 


At  his  own  house  in  the  city  of  Troy,  he  died 
but  a  few  years  since,  in  great  peace. 

Justus  Byington  was  associated  with  Samuel 
Howe  on  this  circuit,  in  1811.  It  is  believed 
he  joined  the  Protestant  Methodists.  The  next 
year  Daniel  Lewis  and  Bradley  Northrop  serv- 
ed in  this  field;  and  Thomas  Madden  waa 
the  colleague  of  Mr.  Lewis  the  next  year. 

These  were  followed  by  Almon  Dunbar  in 
1814.  He  might  have  been  a  useful  minister  , 
but  he  became  disaffected  because  his  appoint- 
ments were  not  such  as  he  thought  they  should 
be,  and  left  the  ministry,  becoming  an  unhapny 
backslider.  At  last  he  abandoned  his  family — 
went  into  some  part  of  the  West,  and  whether 
living  or  dead  is  not  known  to  the  writer. 

The  next  in  order  was  Jacob  Beaman.  He 
was  a  ready  speaker,  full  of  zeal  and  energy — 
a  lover  of  Methodism,  and  an  ardent  hater  of 
Calvinism.  To  the  last  days  of  his  preachinsr, 
in  his  old  age.  he  would  strike  hard  blows 
against  Calvin  in  every  sermon.  During  many 
of  his  later  years  he  was  superannuated,  living 
in  Bennington,  where  lie  died  a  few  years  since 
in  great  peace,  being  41  old  and  full  of  days." 

In  1816  and  '17,  David  Lewis  and  C.  EL  Grid- 
ley  were  the  preachers.  Mr.  Gridley  had  too 
much  spirit  for  his  body ;  and  though  yet  alive, 
was  much  of  his  time  on  the  sick  list.  During 
many  years  he  lived  at  Middlebury  as  a  super- 
annuate. At  that  place  he  was  very  active, 
when  able,  in  all  religious  work;  and  so  was 
obnoxious  to  the  wicked,  and  subjected  to  vari- 
ous petty  persecutions ;  being  frequently  follow- 
ed from  meetings  by  a  miserable  rabble,  who 
would  "make  night  hideous."* 

Mr.  Gridley  had  the  gift  of  exhortation  in  an 
unusual  degree,  and  his  appeals  were  often 
almost  irresistible.  It  were  well  if  tins  gift 
were  more  generally  possessed  and  used  in  the 
churoh  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Gridley  enter- 
ed the  conference  in  1808  ;  he  now  resides  in 
Wisconsin. 

In  1818  Isaac  Hill  and  Phinehas  Doane  ar- 
rived in  this  field  of  labor.  Mr.  Hill  located, 
after  several  years,  and  settled  on  a  farm  iu 
Sheldon,  where  ho  was  very  highly  esteemed. 
Ho  was  called  to  officiate  at  more  funerals  than 
any  other  minister  in  all  the  region.  He  was 
subject  to  seasons  of  mental  depression;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  nothing  hut  music  could  give 
him  relief.  This  appeared  to  have  as  good  efl'ect 
as  did  the  playing  of  David  in  the  case  of  Saul. 

Mr.  Doane,  alter  traveling  some  years,  settled 

♦  Soo  Mr.  Ori.l)«>y  In  "  History  of  M«thntUam  in  Mid- 
dlttbury,"  Vol,  I.,  p.  ol,  of  this  Work. —  t  J. 
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on  a  farm  in  Charr,  X.  Y.,  where,  as  the  writer 
knows,  he  was  a  useful  and  an  esteemed  local 
preacher. 

These  were  followed  by  Eli  Barrett  and  Mo- 
ses Amadon.  Of  the  first  there  is  no  memorial 
found  :  but  of  Mr.  Amadou  we  learn  that  he 
died  in  1830.  He  was  born  in  Reedsboro',  Vt., 
in  1794,  and  converted  when  about  17  years 
old.  He  entered  conference  in  1814,  and  was 
faithful  in  his  work  until  his  health  failed  in  '29. 
He  died  in  Watervleet,  N.  Y.,  and  when  asked 
if  he  was  willing  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ, 
he  replied:  "Willing,  willing,  willing,"  and 
died  at  once. 

The  next  two  years  the  preachers  were  Sam- 
uel Draper  and  Jacob  Beaman — each  the  sec- 
ond time;  and  they  were  followed  by  George 
Smith  and  Hiram  Meeker.  The  first  was  ad- 
mitted on  trial  in  1821,  and  his  name  soon  dis- 
appears from  the  conference  minutes.  The 
latter  served  the  church  well  many  years,  in 
important  stations  ;  but  is  now  under  a  cloud, 
which  Providence  may  yet  disperse. 

Harvey  De  Wolf  next  appears  in  the  field, 
with  Philo  Ferris  as  his  colleague.  The  latter 
is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  sweet  spirit,  who 
was  often  very  successful  in  personal  and  pri- 
vate appeals.  The  first  named  was  a  very  use- 
ful preacher  for  several  years;  but  in  1826  he 
withdrew  from  the  connection,  and  became  a 
Universalist  preacher:  and  finally  a  scoffer  and 
a  drunkard !  Surely,  "  The  last  state  of  that 
man  is  worse  than  the  first." 

In  1824  Dillon  Stephens  was  associated  with 
De  Wolf  on  the  circuit.  He  was  a  good  man, 
though  of  a  sad  countenance  and  desponding 
spirit.  He  died  a  few  years  since  at  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  lived  some  time  as 
a  superannuate. 

Cyrus  Prindle  and  Lucius  Baldwin  came 
next.  Mr.  Pnndle  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and,  in  after  years,  became 
prominent  in  the  conference.  But  in  the  days 
of  the  Anti-slavory  excitement,  he  withdrew 
from  the  church,  and  united  with  the  "Ameri- 
can Wesleyan  church."  He  was  a  leading  man 
in  that  denomination,  until  slavery  was  finally 
abolished ;  when,  seeing  no  good  reason  for 
continuing  that  organization,  he  returned  to 
the  church  of  his  early  choice.  Ho  is  now 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Cleveland  District  in 
Ohio. 

In  1826  Wm.  Todd  was  the  preacher;  and 
under  his  administration  the  church  edifice  was 
built  at  the  Centre.  This  enterprise  was.  to 
some  extent,  originated  uuder  peculiar  circum- 


stances :  a  quarterly  meeting  was  appointed  to 
be  held  in  a  barn  at  West  Rutland  ;  and  as  the 
Congregationalists  were  repairing  their  house 
of  worship,  and  having  but  poor  accommoda- 
tions in  the  town  hall,  they  were  invited  to 
unite  with  the  Methodists  on  that  occasion. — 
The  pastor  laid  the  question  before  the  church, 
and  though  a  majority  were  in  favor  of  accept- 
ing the  iuvitation,  yet  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  influential  members  opposed  it;  so 
they  held  their  services  as  usual.  Some,  how- 
ever, did  attend  the  quarterly  meeting.  Rev. 
Buel  Goodsell  was  the  presiding  elder,  and 
preached  with  his  usual  ability.  The  result 
was  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  oreiudice 
which  had  previously  been  cherished  as  a  wor- 
thy thing. 

In  those  days  quarterly  meetings  were  seas- 
ons of  peculiar  interest ;  for  members  and  their 
families  came  from  all  the  towns  and  societies 
in  the  circuit,  making  the  gathering  immensely 
large.  The  faith,  and  zeal,  and  love  of  the 
whole  membership  were  united  in  the  prayer- 
meetings,  the  love-feasts,  and  at  the  sacrameutal 
table;  and  the  occasion  was  an  inspiration  to 
the  preachers.  It  was  usual  to  witness  revivals 
at  such  times,  and  many  of  the  members  not 
only  carried  home  their  children  newly  convert- 
ed, but  carried,  also,  a  fire  newly  kindled  in 
their  own  souls,  which  melted  the  hearts  of 
sinners  in  their  respective  neighborhoods.  This 
meeting  was  no  exception  in  these  respects, 
and  it  was  soon  proposed  to  build  a  house  of 
worship  at  the  Centre. 

As  a  more  favorable  view  of  Methodism  Degan 
to  be  taken,  there  were  some  of  the  former 
opposers  now  ready  to  aid  the  work.  It  is  a 
little  strange  that  Methodism  should  encounter 
stronger  hostility  than  any  other  system. — 
Deism,  Mormouism,  free  love — indeed  any  other 
thing  which  has  arisen,  has  never  suffered  a 
tythe  of  the  opposition,  and  even  persecution, 
that  Methodists  have  endured  in  nearly  all 
places.  At  West  Rutland  a  father  gave  his  sou 
a  most  brutal  flogging  for  uniting  with  theml 
and  that  father  lives  thero  even  now.* 

Freeborn  Garrettson,  the  pioneer  of  Method- 
ism in  New  England,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wesley, 
says:  "My  lot  has  been  mostly  cast  in  new 
plat  es,  to  form  circuits,  which  has  much  expos- 
ed mo  to  persecution^  Once  I  was  imprisoned  ; 
twieo  beaten — left  on  the  highway  speechless 
and  senseless;    once  shut  at;    guns  and  pig- 

*  See  what  Mr.  Washhurn,  who  traveled  thi*  circuit  in 

lS'U,  Bnys(Vol.  I.,  p.  .r>7,)  iu  tilt)  lli-tory  of  MotlkudioU 
itt  Mhlillcbury.—  E>t. 
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tola  presented  at  my  head ;  once  delivered 
from  an  armed  mob,  in  the  dead  of  night,  on 
the  highway,  by  a  surprising  flash  of  light- 
ning; surrounded  frequently  by  mobs;  stoned 
frequently;  I  have  had  to  escape  for  my  life, 
at  the  dead  of  night." 

Laban  (Mark  traveled  this  circuit  part  of  1 801, 
though  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  minutes 
in  this  connection.  He  also  tells  of  opposition 
— but  I  have  not  space  for  more.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  trustees  of  our  University  at 
Middletown,  Ct,  which  office  he  held  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  that  place  but  a  few 
years  since.  ' 

It  is  believed  that  but  one  of  the  building 
committee  of  that  church  is  now  living,  viz  : 
Mr.  H.  W.  Merrill  of  Pittsford,  from  whom  I 
have  obtained  some  of  the  facts  already  re- 
corded. 

It  was  in  1826  that  the  church  at  tke  Centre 
was  built,  and  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Todd.  Mr.  Merrill  was  almost  the  only  male 
member  in  town,  and  obtained  the  means  for 
building  the  house,  assisted  by  some  Congrega- 
tionalists  and  Episcopalians.  Almon  Dunbar, 
whose  case  has  been  noticed,  was  here  the 
second  time.  Then  came  Solomon  Stebbins 
and  James  R.  G-oodrich,  both  able  men,  who 
have  been  transferred  to  the  West  since  that 
time. 

These  were  followed  by  Cyrus  Meeker  and 
Reuben  Wescott,  in  1829.  The  first  is  still  in 
the  effective  ranks,  and  the  other  has  been  a 
supreuumerary  for  several  years,  as  fond  of 
Btudy  as  ever,  and  as  much  at  home  in  the  He- 
brew and  Greek  Scriptures  as  in  the  English. 

Joshua  Poor  and  Joseph  Eames  arrived  im 
1830;  and,  by  their  financial  tact,  the  debt, 
which  had  been  incurred  in  building  the  church, 
was  canceled,  and  the  society  greatly  prosper- 
ed. Both  of  these  good  men  have  long  been 
on  the  retired  list  because  of  bodily  infirmity. 

These  were  succeeded  by  Eiias  Crawford  and 
"William  Ryder.  The  latter,  by  hard  work  and 
exposure,  in  later  years,  contracted  a  painful 
and  incurable  rheumatic  affection,  which  crip- 
pled him  for  life  !  Every  joint  in  his  frame  was 
distorted,  and  for  many  weary  years  he  was  un- 
able to  movo  a  single  limb.  His  sufferings  were 
extreme!  All  this  was  borne  with  the  pa- 
tience of  a  martyr,  until  the  master  said,  "It  is 
enough."  He  died  at  Poultn'y,  where  he  had 
long  lived,  and  escaped  from  tho  torture  to  the 
throne. 

Tho  next  in  succession  was  Asa  C.  Hand; 
of  fair  ability,  sound  iu  doctrine,  but  a  little 
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slow  in  movement  He,  too,  joined  the  "  W«s- 
leyans"  in  after  time.  Then  came  Friend  W. 
Smith,  a  man  of  marked  ability.  At  this  time 
the  circuit  took  the  name  of  Rutland,  which 
it  has  retained  ever  since.  Some  year3  since 
Mr.  Smith  was  transferred  to"  New  York  East 
conference,  where  he  continued  to  labor  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  recently. 

In  1835  Andrew  "Witherspoon  was  the  pas- 
tor. He  is  now  a  D.  D.,  and  is  presiding  Elder 
in  Plattsburgh  district,  having  been  in  the  same 
relation  to  Burlington  district  in  former  years. 
Since  the  above  date,  until  1843,  there  has  been 
a  kind  of  connection  between  Rutland  and 
Pittsford,  and  the  names  of  the  ministers  for 
both  places  were  given  in  connection  in  the 
minutes.  But  they  had  no  system  of  exchang- 
es. One  of  them  was  the  preacher  for  Rutland, 
and  the  other,  or  others,  were  for  Pittsford. 
Not  having  the  annual  minutes  at  hand,  it  will 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  give  the  names 
in  their  regular  order. 

Under  the  labors  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Rice  there  was 
an  extensive  revival,  which  greatly  strengthen- 
ed the  church  at  Centre  Rutland.  This  was  in 
1836-7.  There  was  no  occurrence  requiring 
notice  for  a  few  years,  until  about  1841-2,  when 
there  was  another  extensive  revival  under  the 
administration  of  Rev.  M.  Townsend.  Not  far 
from  this  date  Rev.  John  Alley  was  the  pastor 
— but  whether  his  services  were  confined  to 
Rutland,  or  were  shared  by  Pittsford,  does  not 
appear — as  the  two  places  are  named  together 
in  the  annual  minutes.  Mr.  Alley  was  possess- 
ed of  more  than  ordinary  ability  as  a  preacher, 
and  was  a  very  good  writer.  He  published  in 
the  "  Christian  Advocate"  a  series  of  Articles 
on  Temperanco  and  Prohibition,  which  were 
confessedly  able,  and  in  advance  of  the  times. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  Black  River  confer- 
ence in  Illinois:  and,  after  a  time,  was  elected 
Bishop  of  the  M.  E  church  in  Canada,  which 
office  he  accepted  and  held  until  his  death. 
His  night  was  G  feet  and  4  inches. 

Rev.  William  Griffin  (now  D.  D.)  preached 
here  in  1843-4 — since  which  time  Rutland  has 
had  no  connection  with  any  other  place,  as  per- 
taining to  ministerial  labor.  From  1 S44  to 
the  present  time  the  following  preachers  have 
been  stationed  in  Rutland:  M.  Ludlum,  C.  H. 
Richmond,  0.  R  Ford.  William  Ford,  John 
Parker,  A.  Campbell,  J.  Kiernan,  A.  Carroll, 
K.  H.  Hynson,  George  S.  Chadbourne,  J  K. 
Metcalf,  W.  W.  At  water,  J.  W.  Car  hart,  I>.  W, 
Dayton,  A.  F.  Bailey  and  B.  M.  Hall.  il.  War- 
ner:  perhaps  a  few  names  have  been  lost,  U 
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the  records  have  not  always  been  kept  in  ac- 
cessible places.  Some  of  these  ministers  serv- 
ed a  year  and  some  two  years ;  and  the  society 
has  maintained  us  position  and  met  its  liabili- 
ties from  year  to  year. 

About  1853  it  was  desired  to  have  Methodist 
preaching  in  the  East  village — this  place  having 
increased  rapidly  in  population  and  business 
since  the  railroad  was  built,  and  its  offices  and 
shops  were  located  here.  As  the  Centre  was 
still  the  headquarters  of  Methodism  in  town,  it 
was  intended  to  have  but  one  service  each  Sab- 
bath in  the  East  village — taking  no  service 
away  from  the  Centre.  William  A.  Burnett, 
Esq.,  made  application  for  the  use  of  the  court- 
house for  an  afternoon  service,  when  there 
would  be  no  other  public  service  in  the  village, 
and  therefore  it  would  not  interfere  with  any 
established  arrangement.  He  applied,  at  first, 
to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  supposing  he  had 
charge  of  the  house.  By  the  sheriff  he  was 
referred  to  the  chief  judge  of  the  court,  who 
resided  here  ;  and  by  him,  in  turn,  was  directed 
to  the  side  judges  of  the  county  court.  These 
resided  in  other  towns  in  the  county,  and  Mr. 
Burnett  addressed  them  by  mail.  Not  obtain- 
ing answers  from  them,  and  a  term  of  the  court 
occurring  soon  after,  he  waited  on  those  judges, 
in  person. 

Now  came  the  answer — which  was  a  refusal ! 
They  were  not  willing  to  hare  the  house  used 
for  any  but  county  purposes;  although  Mr. 
Burnett  had,  in  his  letters,  offered  to  give  secu- 
rity against  destruction  or  damage,  and  also  to 
pay  rent. — The  Episcopalians  and  baptists  had 
both  occupied  the  court  house  while  making 
repairs  on  their  churches;  and  the  Romanists 
were  using  it  at  this  very  time — at  such  hours 
as  would  not  hav6  been  interfered  with  by  the 
Methodists,  had  their  request  been  granted : — 
and  the  Romanists  also  used  it  after  the  Meth- 
odists were  repulsed 

This  is  written,  not  for  the  purpose  of  awak- 
ening ill  feeling  in  any  heart;  but  as  a  historic 
fact,  which,  being  a  fact,  ought  to  have  a 
place  in  the  history  of  that  time.  If  any  ot 
the  denomination  to  which  those  judges  belong- 
ed, are  now  (for  they  were  not  then)  sorry  for 
their  action  in  the  case,  it  is  an  evidence  of 
progress  in  the  direction  of  candor  and  Chris- 
tian courtesy.  That  act  was  manifestly  design- 
ed to  keep  Methodism  out  of  this  village:  but 
usually  there  is  more  than  one  way  to  accom- 
plish an  ohject — and  Aftt/todism  came  in  by  the 
railroad  I 

Mr.  Burnett  held  a  position  in  the  office  of 


the  railroad  company,  and  made  arrangements 
to  hold  services  in  the  spacious  depot.  It  was 
swept,  and  to  some  extent  seated;  the  gates 
were  closed,  and  notices  were  printed  and  scat- 
tered through  the  village  and  beyond,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  Rev.  John  Parker 
preached  the  Gospel  of  M  Free  Grace"  in  that 
improvised  sanctuary.  The  people  attended 
in  large  numbers,  and  services  were  continued 
there  during  the  warm  season. 

The  place  secured  for  meetings  after  summer 
was  over  was  a  hall  in  Landon's  block,  which 
was  occupied  until  the  present  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected.  This  was  finished  and  dedi- 
cated July  21,  1854.  The  lot  was  donated  by 
Wm.  Y-  Ripley,  Esq  ,  who.  together  with  others, 
contributed  liberally  to  the  object.  The  name3 
of  Ripley,  Barnes  and  Kelley  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  prominent  among  the  friends  of 
the  cause  in  this  time  of  neud. 

But  there  is  no  name  more  deserving  of  grate- 
ful remembrance  than  that  of  William  A. 
Burnett.  The  Apostle  eulogizes  the  saints  of 
I  Macedonia,  because  of  their  great  liberality  in 
contributing  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  saints  at 
Jerusalem — saying :  "  To  their  power  I  bear 
record,  yea,  and  beyond  their  power,  they  icere 
willing  of  themselves."  So  may  it  be  said  of 
this  true  friend  of  the  church.  To  his  power — 
yea,  and  beyond  his  power — he  contributed  to 
this  object.  To  Ins  devotion,  self-sacrifice  and 
energy,  the  cause  of  Methodism  L  more  largely 
indebted  for  a  place  of  worship,  than  the  pres- 
ent membership  are  aware.  Long  will  he  be 
appreciated  by  thuse  who  know  the  facts  in 
the  case. 

The  condition  of  the  church  in  this  village 
during  the  years  of  its  history  has  not  been 
uniform.  Like  all  churches  it  has  had  its  sen- 
sons  of  prosperity  and  decline.  In  1857-8, 
there  were  large  accessions,  as  there  were  to 
nearly  all  the  churches  of  the  land ;  and  in 
18G0  there  was  considerable  prosperity  and  in- 
crease. In  Rutland,  more  than  in  any  other 
place  known  to  the  writer,  is  Methodism  saby  ct 
to  continual  depletion.  It  is  not  the  popular 
church  in  the  place,  and  so  it  often  happens 
that  some  who  have  preferred  its  services  in 
other  places,  on  arriving  hero  seek  other  com* 
munions:  and  from  Methodist  altars  have  other 
churches  been  recruited  to  considerable  extent. 

This,  it  is  true,  saves  us  the  trouble  of  look- 
ing after  some  who  are  too  fond  of  worl<ily 
honor  or  pleasure;  but  it  is  difficult  to  avoid 
the  conviction,  that  if  these  had  remained  in 
the  place  of  their  second  birth,  they  would  have 
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been  just  as  useful,  just  as  nappy  and  just  as 
safe. 

While  the  denomination  has  had  to  contend 
"with  the  adverse  influences  which  are,  to  some 
extent,  peculiar  to  New  England,  it  has  yet 
held  on  its  way  with  more  or  less  of  success. 
"  Persecuted,  but  not  forsaken  ;  cast  down,  but 
not  destroyed :  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich  ; 
as  having  nothing,  yet  -possessing  all  things." 

Ti.e  membership  is  now  (1871,)  about  150 — 
none  of  whom  are  called  rich — yet  ablo  to  meet 
their  liabilities,  and  sustain  their  institutions. 
They  are  now  finishing  a  good  chapel  joined  to 
the  rear  of  the  church.  It  is  31  by  48  feet,  and 
will  be  of  very  essential  service  for  Sunday 
School  and  social  meetings.  The  building  is 
nearly  finished,  at  a  cost  of  about  $  1500. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  enlarge  the  seating 
capacity  of  the  church,  the  coming  season,  and 
render  it  sufficiently  large,  as  well  as  comfort- 
able and  inviting.  "When  this  shall  be  done, 
and  its  benefits  added  to  those  already  achiev- 
ed by  hard  labor  and  spiritual  conflict,  it  is  be- 
lieved t'tie  way  will  be  opened  for  still  greater 
prosperity  and  usefulness.  The  time  for  doc- 
trinal controversy  with  other  Evangelical 
churches  having  passed  by,  it  is  hoped  that 
**  Ephraim  will  no  longer  envy  Judah,  nor  Ju- 
dah  vex  Ephraim" 

HISTORY  OP  THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  UT  RUTLAND 
BY  RT.  REV.  LOUIS  DE  GOESBRIA.VD. 

East  Rutland — St.  Peters  congregation — in 
this  village,  as  in  nearly  all  the  towns  in  the 
south  part  of  the  State,  prior  to  the  erection  of 
Burlington  into  a  Diocese,  the  Catholics  receiv- 
ed from  time  to  time  the  visits  of  Rev.  J.  Daly  of 
the  diocese  of  Boston.  When  he  retired  in  Oc- 
tober, 1854,  Rev.  Z.  Druon  was  sent  to  reside 
in  East  Rutland,  from  which  place  he  visited 
the  missious  attended  formerly  by  Father  Daly, 
in  Vermont.  In  IS55  Rev.  Z.  Druon  erected 
the  brick  edifice  on  Meadow  St.,  which  till  lately 
was  used  as  a  church.  Ho  also  purchased  a 
house  and  lot  for  a  parochial  residence  on  the 
same  street,  and  another  house  on  West  street, 
which  was  used  under  him.  and  for  some  years 
under  his  successor,  as  a  school- house. 

Rev.  Z.  Druon,  who  wa*  for  a  few  months 
assisted  by  Rev.  Francis  Picart,  acted  as  pastor 
of  East  Rutland  until  November,  185(5.  lie 
was  succeeded  in  January,  '57,  by  tho  Rev. 
Charles  Boylan,  who  ever  sinco  has  had  charge 
of  this  flourishing  congregation.  To  the  perso- 
verant  energy  and  wise  management  of  Rev. 


Chs.  Boy lan  is  due  the  erection  of  the  large 
brick  house  adjoining  the  new  church — the  pur- 
chase of  suitable  lots  for  parochial  residence, 
north  of  the  church — but  chiefly  the  construc- 
tion of  the  remarkable  edifice  known  as  Sc. 
Peter's  Catholic  church.  Thi3  noble  edifice 
was  built  by  day's  work,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  pastor,  from  plans  furnished  by  P. 
C.  Keely  of  Brooklyn  ;  the  stone  having  bee-n 
quarried  out  of  the  very  lot  now  occupied  by 
the  church.  This  edifice,  one  of  the  largest 
churches  in  Vermont,  is  also  one  of  the  finest. 
It  cannot  but  be  remarked  and  admired  on  ac- 
count of  its  elegant  proportions,  and  of  the 
conspicuous  spot  on  which  it  stands.  Its  inte- 
rior finish  is  very  rich  ;  and  apart  from  its 
oolored  windows,  may  be  admired  for  its  paint- 
ings of  the  Inst  Judgment,  the  Annunciation, 
the  Birth  of  Christ,  his  Resurrectiou,  aud  a  scoue 
of  the  holy  house  of  Nazareth. 

In  September,  1873,  five  sisters  of  the  order 
of  St.  Joseph,  from  the  house  of  Flushing,  L. 
I.,  came  to  East  Rutland  to  take  charge  of  the 
parochial  schools.  Since  the  opening  of  new 
St.  Peter's  the  schools  are  kept  in  the  old  church 
on  Meadow  St.  The  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  teach 
about  450  children.  When  it  Is  remembered 
that  all  that  has  been  done  in  this  paris'.i  waa 
accomplished  without  exterior  aid — by  the 
parishioners  alone  ;  who,  besides  all  this  have 
been  for  twenty  years  paying  towards  separate 
schools  for  their  children,  too  much  praise  can- 
not be  given  to  their  devotion  and  generosity. 
As  a  point  of  history  it  is  well  to  record,  that 
St.  Peter's  church  was  blest  by  Very  Rev.  Th. 
Lynch,  on  June  29,  1873 — tho  Mass  being  cel- 
ebrated by  the  Bishop  of  Burlington,  and  the 
sermon  delivered  by  Rt.  Rev.  F.  Loughlin,  Bish- 
op of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y. 

East  Rutland — French  Canadian  congrega- 
tion :  this  congregation,  named  the  "  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Mary,"  was  united 
to  that  of  St.  Peter's,  until  the  month  of  April, 
18G9.  Under  the  direction  of  Rev.  G.  Gagnier, 
after  worshipping  for  a  few  months  in  a  hired 
hall,  they  erected  the  present  church  edifice  on 
Lincoln  street.  The  number  of  families  which 
worship  in  this  church  may  vary  from  GO  to  100. 
The  present  pastor  (Juno,  1ST 5),  is  Rev.  L.  N. 
St.  Ongo;  Rev.  M.  J.  Cloareco  aud  H.  CanlL 
nal  having  had  charge  of  the  QOUgrogation  after 
the  retiring  of  Rev.  Or.  Gagnier  in  1810, 

In  1870  the  Sisters  of  Montreal  named  tho 
Sisters  of  the  Most  Huly  Saints  of  Jesus  an-.l  Ma- 
ry, who  keep  the  well  known  Academv  at  Uoc- 
helaga,  founded  a  house  of  their  congregation 
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at  East  Rutland,  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  young 
girls  of  Canadian  origin.  Their  school  and 
boarding-house  are  well  patronized.  It  being 
built  on  West  street,  it  occupies  a  very  central 
position.  They  have  named  it  "  the  Academy 
of  our  Lady  of  Vermont." 

Rutland  West  Village — St,  Bridget's  congre- 
gation— Rev.  Z.  Druon  attended  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  Catholics  of  "West  Rutland  from 
the  autumn  of  1834:,  till  November,  '56.  He 
built  for  them  a  low  but  spacious  frame  house, 
which  was  used  temporarily  as  a  church  and 
a  school-house.  Rev.  F.  Picart  succeeded  Rev. 
Z  Druon,  and  was  the  first  priest  resident  hi 
the  west  village.  He  purchased  the  house  and 
lot  which  has  been  since  used  as  a  parochial 
residence.  The  present  handsome  marble 
church  of  St.  Bridget,  which  stands  conspicu- 
ous on  the  hill  above  the  quarries,  with  its 
walls  of  white  marble  and  elegant  spire,  was 
erected  through  the  care  of  Very  Rev.  Th. 
Lynch.  It  was  commenced  in  June,  I860,  and 
dedicated  in  November,  1861.  The  interior 
proportions  of  this  edifice  are  very  fiue,  and 
t&e  frescoe  decorations  in  excellent  taste.  The 
altar  is  of  Caen  stone,  and  is  a  fine  piece  of 
•arved  work.  The  congregation  is  large,  al 
though  very  liable  so  increase  or  decrease  i* 
aumbers,  according  to  the  demand  for  work  in 
the  marble  quarries. 

Tliis  congregation  has  a  large  burial-ground 
on  Main  street,  which  was  consecrated  by  tho 
Bishop  of  Burlington  on  Oct.  7,  1867. 

Freaoh  Canadian  congregation. — The  large 
building  leow  occupied  as  a  church  by  tho  Can- 
adians who  work  in  the  quarries  was  erected 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  G-.  Gagnier  of  East 
Rutland,  in  the  year  1870.  Its  dimensions  are 
much  too  large  for  the  present,  as  there  are  but 
few  Canadian  families  attached  to  the  place. — 
The  Catholics  of  this  congregation  are  attended 
regularly  on  Sundays,  by  the  clergyman  who 
resides  near  the  French  church  at  the  east  vil- 
lage. Their  church  is  known  by  the  name  of 
''The  church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus." 

ELECTION   SERMONS   PREACHED   BY  RUTLAND 
TOWN  AND  COUNTY  CLERGY. 

1779,  Bonajah  Roots,  Rutland — Grad.  N.  J.  C, 
1754. 

1790,  Matthias  Cazior,  Castleton — Grad.  do., 
1785. 

1794,  Samuel  Williams,  Rutland,— Grad.  H.U., 
1765. 

1804,  Hernan  Ball,  Rutland— Grad.  D.C.,  1791. 
1809,  Sylvanua  Haynca,  Middlctown,  (not  grad.) 
1812,  Isaac  Beal,  Bawlet. 


1818,  Clark  Kendrick,  Poultney. 

1829,  Charles  Walker,  Rutland. 

1835,  Leland  Howard,  Rutland. 

1856,  Willard  Child,  Castleton — T.  C,  1817. 

1858,  C.  A.  Thomas,  Brandon. 

Tho  sermons  by  Revs.  Matthias  Cazier,  in 
1790,  and  Leland  Howard,  in  1835,  were  not 
published — all  the  others  were  published. 

Rev.  P.  W.  White. 

REV.  LEMUEL  HAYNE9. 
BY  h.  L.  DUTCIIER,   OP  ST.  ALBANS. 

It  happens  not  unfrequ^ntly  in  this  country, 
that  men  rise  from  the  very  lowest  condition  in 
life,  to  calebrity  and  honor.  Many  instances 
of  this  will  readily  occur  to  every  reader  of  this 
article.  By  far  the  most  remarkable  example 
of  this  kind  is  that  of  the  late  Rer.  Lemuel 
Haynes,  whose  degraded  and  all  but  hopeless 
infancy  developed  into  a  noble  manhood,  and 
a  most  successful  life. 

An  excellent  biography,  prepared  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cooley,  with  an  introduction  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Sprague  of  Albany,  was  published  by  the 
Harpers  in  1837.  From  that  work  the  follow- 
ing sketch  has  been  mainly  compiled : 

Lemuel  Haynes  was  born  July  18,  1753,  at 
West  Hartford,  Ct.  He  was  a  partially  colored 
man — his  father  being  of  unmingled  African 
extraction,  and  his  mother  a  white  woman  of 
respectable  ancestry  in  New  England.  Ho 
bore  up  tlve  name  of  neither  father  nor  moth- 
er, but  probably  of  the  man  in  whose  house 
he  was  born.  Nothing  is  said  of  the  marriage 
of  these  parents  .  therefore  we  must  infer  that 
their  offspring  was  the  child  of  guilt  and  shame. 
Certain  it  is,  that  he  was  abandoned  in  his 
earliest  infancy,  by  both  father  and  mother, 
and  was  never,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  favored 
with  a  single  expression  of  a  mother's  kindness. 
She  refused  to  visit  or  soe  him. 

When  he  was  five  months  old  he  was  taken 
to  Granville,  Mass.,  and  bound  out  as  a  servant 
to  Deacon  David  Rose.  Who  that  considered 
the  extreme  prejudice  against  the  colored  race, 
at  that  time,  could  have  predicted  for  this  aban- 
doned liti-le  waif  any  future,  savo  one  of  hard- 
ship, misery  and  borrow.  Who  could  hare 
dreamed  that  this  forlorn,  illegitimate  nigger- 
baby  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  ablest 
and  widest  known  of  N.  England  divines  ;  that 
some  of  his  writings,  at  least,  would  be  pub- 
lished by  millions  of  copies,  and  read  and  highly 
appreciated  wherever  the  English  language  was 
spoken  ;  that  his  reputation  as  a  profound  the- 
ologian would  attract  numerous   students — 
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among  them  graduates  of  colleges — to  study 
for  the  ministry  under  his  tuition. 

Deacon  Rose  and  his  wife,  to  their  eternal 
honor  let  it  be  mentioned,  received  and  treated 
him  as  they  would  their  own  child*  fie  grew 
up  healthy  and  robust,  and  by  his  fidelity  to 
his  master's  interest,  well  repaid  the  kindness 
which  had  been  shown  him.  In  common  with 
other  children  he  attended  the  district  school 
during  a  portion  of  the  winter  ;  but  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained  mainly  in  the  chimney  cor- 
ner, by  the  light  of  the  kitchen  fire.  While  his 
mates  were  sporting  in  the  streets,  and  even 
around  the  door,  he  was  seen  seated  on  his 
block,  with  his  book  in  hand.  Here  he  studied 
the  spelling-book  and  psalter,  till  he  had  liter- 
ally devoured  them.  His  memory  was  so  re- 
tentive that  he  could  repeat  large  portions  of 
the  Bible.  Young's  Night  Thoughts  and  Watts' 
Psalms  and  Hymns.  He  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  East  Granville — but  in 
what  year  is  not  stated.  In  1774  be  enlisted 
as  a  "  minute-man,"  and  thus  became  connect- 
ed with  the  American  army  of  the  Revolution. 
He  joined  the  army  at  Roxbury,  Mass  ,  shortly 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  in  1775.  The 
next  year  he  wa3  a  volunteer  in  the  expedition 
to  Ticonderoga  to  expel  the  enemy.  After 
this  he  returned  to  his  former  home,  where  he 
was  fully  occupied  in  work  upon  the  farm.  His 
judgment  on  all  agricultural  matters  was  such, 
that  his  opinion  was  always  solicited  in  every 
movement  of  importance.  Not  a  trade  was 
consummated,  not  a  horse  or  yoke  of  oxen  pur- 
chased, but  upon  the  approval  and  advice  of 
"  Lemuel." 

It  was  the  custom  in  the  family,  on  Saturday 
evenings,  to  have  a  sermon  read  in  connection 
with  religious  worship.  Mr.  Haynes,  although 
busily  engaged  in  the  employments  of  rural  life, 
and  largely  enjoying  the  respect  of  those  by 
whom  he  was  surrounded,  had,  by  rising  ear- 
ly in  the  morning,  made  considerable  profi- 
ciency in  the  study  of  Theology.  One  evening, 
being  called  upon  to  read  as  usual,  he  slipped 
into  the  book  a  sermon  of  his  own  which  he 
had  written,  and  read  it  to  the  family.  Tho 
Deacon  was  greatly  delighted  and  edified  by 
the  sermon,  as  it  was  doubtless  read  with  unu- 
sual vivacity  and  feeling.  His  eyes  were  dim, 
and  he  had  no  suspicion  that  any  thing  out  of 
the  ordinary  courso  had  happened  ;  and  at  the 
close  of  the  reading  he  inquired  very  earnestly, 
"Lemuel,  whoso  work  is  that  which  you  have 
been  reading?"  It  was  tho  Deacon's  irnpres- 
Bion  that  tho  sermon  was  Whitofield's — Hayuea 


blushed  and  hesitated  ;  but  was  at  last  obliged 
to  confess  the  truth — "It 's  Lemuel's  sermon." 

This  incident  brought  him  at  once  very  favor- 
ably into  public  notice.  It  was  now  discovered 
by  a  discerning  Christian  community,  that  in  this 
young  man  were  the  germs  "of  usefulness.  He 
was  advised  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith 
and  others,  to  obtain  a  collegiate  education  ; 
and  a  door  was  opened  for  it  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege :  but  he  shrunk  from  it. 

In  1779,  however,  he  accepted  an  invitation 
from  the  Rev.  Daniel  Farrand  of  Canaan,  Ct., 
to  study  with  him.  Here  he  resided  some  time, 
studying  the  Latin  language — devoting  part  of 
his  time  to  belles  lettres  and  the  writing  of  ser- 
mons. He  composed  a  poem  while  hero,  which 
was  surreptitiously  taken  from  his  desk;  and 
he  afterward  heard  of  its  being  delivered  at  a 
certain  college  on  tho  day  of  commencement. 

He  next  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  school  in 
"Wintonbury,  and  in  studying  the  Greek  lan- 
guage with  the  Rev.  "Wm.  Bradford,  the  minister 
of  the  parish.  By  intense  study  by  night,  while 
the  school  engaged  his  attention  during  the 
day,  he  in  a  few  months  became  a  thorough 
Greek  scholar.  As  a  critic  on  the  Septuagint 
and  Greek  Testament,  he  possessed  great  skill. 
Nov.  29,  1780,  he  received  licenco  to  preach, 
and  commenced  his  ministry  with  a  sermon  at 
"Wintoubury,  being  then  27  years  of  age.  A  Con- 
gregational church  having  been  recently  organ- 
ized in  Middle  Granville,  and  a  new  house  of 
worship  erected, he  was  cordially  and  unanimous- 
ly invited  to  supply  the  pulpit.  It  is  seldom  that 
a  person  is  invited  to  become  a  spiritual  teacher 
in  a  respectable  and  enlightened  congregation 
in  New  England,  where  he  has  been  known 
from  infancy  only  as  a  servant-boy,  and  under 
all  the  difficulties  of  his  early  extraction.  Bnt 
the  revereace  which  it  was  tho  custom  of  the 
age  to  accord  to  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  wa3 
cheerfully  reudered  to  Mr.  Haynes.  He  labor- 
ed in  Granville  five  years,  and  while  there, 
Sept.  22,  1733,  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Babbitt,  a  refined  and  educated  lady,  and  well 
qualified  to  become  a  minister's  wife.  She  was 
ten  years  younger,  aud  survived  him  about 
three.  The  ordination  of  Mr.  Haynes  was  sol- 
emnized Nov.  9,  17S5. 

He  next  preached  in  Torrington  two  years. 
Tho  church  and  society  were  edifle  i  Bud 
strengthened  by  his  labors,  and  but  for  the  sen- 
sibility of  a  few  individuals,  he  would  hare 
been  settled  as  a  permanent  pastor.  In  July, 
1783,  he  set  out  on  a  visit  to  Vermont,  preach- 
ing in  many  places  with  great  acceptance. 
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This  State  was  at  that  time  just  attracting  a 
considerable  immigration.  The  genial  influence 
of  science  and  religion  were  scarcely  felt  A 
good  deal  of  infidelity  prevailed,  and  boasted 
of  genius,  wealth  and  station.  Not  a  few  of 
the  leading  men  were  open  infidels,  and  exert- 
ed, in  many  instances,  a  fatal  influence  on  the 
rising  generation.  Such  was  the  state  of  reli- 
gion in  Vermont,  when,  March  28,  1T88,  he 
went  to  Rutland — having  received  a  call  to  the 
"West  parish.  The  people  were  harmonious  in 
their  invitation ;  and,  as  they  were  intelligent 
and  industrious,  this  was  a  desirable  field  in 
which  to  labor. 

Being  now  in  the  meridian  of  his  days,  he 
brought  forth  to  his  congregation  the  fruits  of 
a  mind  enriched  with  Divine  science,  and  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  his  Master.  The  church, 
when  he  became  its  pastor,  consisted  of  42 
members,  most  of  whom  were  advanced  in  life. 
Revivals  were  enjoyed  in  1803  and  1808,  when 
large  numbers  were  converted.  In  1805  his 
celebrated  sermon,  from  the  text,  "  Ye  shall 
not  surely  die,'1  was  published,  in  answer  to 
Hosea  Ballou,a  celebrated  Universalist  preach- 
er. This  discourse  has  been  printed,  both  in 
America  and  in  Great  Britain,  until  no  one 
pretends  to  give  any  accouuc  of  the  number  of 
editions.  It  has  been  also  published  in  a  tract 
form  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  dis- 
tributed by  millions  of  copies.  This  brought 
him  prominently  before  the  public,  and  the  black 
preacher  began  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
sharpest  and  ablest  controversial  writers  of  the 
day.  He  took  rank  at  once  among  the  most 
erudite  divines  of  New  England,  and  from  this 
time  forward  was  widely  esteemed  and  honored. 

In  1809  he  was  appointed  to  labor  Ln  the 
destitute  sections  of  Vermont,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  tour  came  to  St.  Albans.  His  lecture 
bad  not  been  properly  notified,  and  some  of  the 
people  told  him  they  had  uot  time  to  go  to 
meeting.  "Cant  find  time  to  go  to  meeting?'' 
said  Mr.  Haynes.  "  Do  people  ever  die  here  in 
St.  Albans  ?  I  wonder  how  they  can  find  time 
to  die!" 

In  ecclesiastical  councils  he  was  sought  by 
the  churches  of  Vermont,  near  by  and  remote. 
He  atlendod  about  50  ordinations  of  ministers  ; 
aud,  in  many  instances,  was  the  appointed 
preacher.  II«  was  frequently  sent  :is  delegate 
from  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont,  to 
represent  them  in  meetings  of  religious  associ- 
ations elsewhere.  On  these  occasions  be  was 
received  and  treated  with  the  highest  respect, 
aud  was  generally  invited  to  preach. 


Political  excitement  at  length  interrupted 
the  harmony  which  for  30  years  had  subsisted 
between  pastor  and  people  in  West  Rutland. 
It  is  possible  that  his  sarcastic  way  of  dealing 
with  opponents  may  have  had  some  influence 
in  this ;  but  nothing  would  seem  to  justify  a 
severance  of  the  pastoral  relation.  He,  how- 
ever, requested  a  dismission,  and  on  April  29, 
1818,  this  was  granted  by  a  council  called  for 
the  purpose.  The  parting  scene  was  deeply 
painful  to  the  pastor,  and  to  most  of  the  people. 
He  had  gathered  more  than  300  into  the  church, 
and  the  parish  had  been  greatly  enlarged  and 
elevated,  under  his  ministry.  After  preaching 
his  farewell  ^ermon  in  Rutland,  he  was  invited 
to  the  beautiful  village  of  Manchester.  Here  he 
preached  about.  3  years,  and,  receiving  a  call  to 
Granville,  N.  Y.,  he  removed  thither,  and  there 
passed  the  remaining  11  years  of  his  life. 

He  continued  to  preach  and  attend  all  the 
religious  meetings  ;  but  it  began  to  be  appar- 
ent that  age  was  telling  upon  him,  both  men- 
tally and  physically.  During  a  revival,  howev- 
er, in  1831,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  great 
age  of  78.  he  was  punctual  at  all  the  morning 
prayer-meetings  through  the  summer.  Early 
in  March,  1833,  a  speeies  of  gangrene  appeared 
in  one  of  his  feet,  which  threatened  speedy 
dissolution.  Recovering  somewhat,  he  again 
commenced  preaching  in  April ;  but  the  last 
of  the  month  he  preached  his  last  sermon,  bade 
farewell  to  the  pulpit,  and  retired  in  the  bosom 
of  his  family  to  die — which  event  took  place 
September  28. 

One  more  was  added  to  that  "great  multitude 
which  no  man  could  number,  who  stand  before 
the  Lamb,  clothed  in  white  robe-,  and  palms 
in  their  hands!'" 

Dr.  Sprague,  in  his  introduction  to  the  me- 
moir prepared  by  Dr.  Cooley,  speaks  thus: 
"Who  that  beheld  him  in  the  deep  degradation 
of  his  earliest  years  could  have  dreamed  that 
he  was  destined  to  occupy  an  extensive  sphere 
of  usefulness  in  the  church ;  to  stand  for  more 
than  half  a  century  a  skilfu4  and  valiant  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  to  leave  behind  him  a 
name  that  multitudes  would  delight  to  honor.'' 

ANECDOTES  OF  PARSON  HAYNES. 

FROM  REV.  P.  If.  WHITE. 

No  man  in  Vermont  surpassed  the  mulatto 
minister,  Rev.  Lemuel  Haynea  of  West  Rut- 
laud,  in  readiness  of  wii  and  sharpness  of  re- 
partee. Ho  was  often  put  to  the  trial, but  it  nev- 
er tailed.  Two  reekless  young  men  quco  made 
the  experiment — having  agreed  together  tor 


RUTLAND. 


1053 


that  purpose:  "  Father  Harries,"  said  one  of 
them,  "  have  jbu  heard  the  good  news?"  "No," 
said  Haynes — what  is  it  ?"  "  It  is  great  news 
indeed,"  said  the  other,  "  and  if  it  is  true,  your 
business  :s  at  an  end."  w  What  is  it  ?''  repeat- 
ed Mr.  Haynes.  "  Why,"  said  the  first,  "the 
devil  is  dead  !"  Lifting  up  his  hands,  and  plac- 
ing one  upon  the  head  of  each  young  man,  he 
repeated,  in  a  tone  of  deep  concern, — "Oh! 
poor,  fatherless  children !  what  will  become 
of  you !" 

He  went  one  evening  into  a  store  where 
liquor  was  drank,  as  well  as  sold.  In  his  pleas- 
ant manner  he  addressed  the  company — "  How 
d'ye  do?  how  do  you  all  do  here?"  The 
merchant,  willing  to  joke  a  little,  replied — "  0, 
not  more  than  half  drunk." — ''Well,  well," 
said  Mr.  Haynes,  "  I 'm  glad  there  is  a  reform- 
ation begun." 

Mr.  Haynes  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  a 
thoroughly  educated  ministry ;  and  often  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  he  had  not  gone  through 
a  regular  course  of  study.  A  young  clergy- 
man conversing  with  him  on  the  subject,  re- 
marked with  apparent  sincerity,  that  he  thought 
ignorant  ministers  were  more  likely  to  succeed 
than  learned  ones.  "  Wont  you  tell  me,  theu, 
sir,"  said  Mr.  Haynes,  11  how  much  ignorance 
is  necessary  to  make  an  eminent  preacher?" 

A  neighboring  minister,  whose  house  had 
been  burned  with  all  its  contents,  was  stating 
the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Haynas,  and  expressed 
special  regret  that  all  his  manuscript  sermons 
were  consumed.     "  Dont  you  think,  brother 

 ,"  replied  Mr.  Haynes,  ;*  that  they  gave 

more  light  from  the  fire  than  they  ever  did  from 
the  pulpit  ?" 

He  once  met  a  minister  who  had  been  on  a 
tour  through  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
preaching  false  and  pernicious  sentiments,  and 
said  to  him,  "You  have  been  on  a  preaching 
tour,  I  understand;  what  success  do  you  have?" 
u  Good  success,*'  was  the  reply — "  very  good, 
success— great  success;  the  devil  himself  can 
never  destroy  such  a  cause."  "  You  need  n't 
be  concerned  about  that,"  replied  Mr.  Haynes, 
"  he  never  will  try." 

Rev.  Heman  Ball  of  East  Rutland,  persisted 
in  remaininsr  unmarried,  very  much  against  the 
wishes  cf  his  people,  some  of  whom  requested 
Mr.  Haynes  to  exert  his  influence  with  Mr.  Ball 
to  change  his  manner  of  life.  This  he  was  very 
willing  to  do,  beincr,  indeed,  already  in  the 
habit  of  rallying  his  friend  severely  upon  his 
bachelor  life.  He  was  put  on  the  defensive 
sooner  than  he  expected,  by  Mr.  Ball's  saying 


that  he  had  been  thinking  seriously  on  the 
subject,  and  had  about  concluded  to  change 
his  condition,  by  taking  one  of  brother  Hayne's 
daughters  to  wife.  But  the  rejoinder  was  in- 
stantaneous: 4,I  greatly  respect  my  brother 
Ball ;  but  I  also  love  my  daughters,  and  I  can- 
not think  of  throwing  one  of  them  away  by 
such  an  arrangement."  The  thought  that  a 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  not  a  good  match  for  the 
daughter  of  a  colored  man,  must  have  operated 
on  Mr.  Ball's  nerves  like  an  electric  shock. 

At  a  certain  election,  both  the  candidates  for 
an  important  office  were  open  and  avowed  infi- 
dels, and  rather  notorious  for  their  infidelity^ 
as  a  consequence  of  which  a  great  many  per- 
sons would  not  vote  at  all.  On  the  day  of  elec- 
tion Mr.  Haynes  went  to  a  neighboring  town 
to  see  a  friend,  who  greeted  him  with  the  ques- 
tion— ""Well,  Father  Haynes,  did  you  put  in 

your  vote  for   ,  before  you  left  home?"' 

"No,''  was  the  prompt  reply,  "no,  when  thera 
are  two  candidates  up,  and  one  is  Satan  and 
the  other  the  Old  Boy,  I  don't  think  it  is  much 
object  to  vote." 

A  physician  of  immoral  habits  in  an  adjacent 
town  was  removing  to  the  West,  and  stopped 
at  the  hotel  in  West  Rutland.  Mr.  Haynes 
went  to  the  house,  and  after  exchanging  salu- 
tations said  :  "I  am  owing  you  a  small  account 
which  ought  to  have  been  settled  before.  I 
have  not  the  money,  but  will  go  and  borrow 
it  immediately."  As  he  was  starting  for  the 
money,  the  Doctor  called  him  back,  and  handed 
him  a  receipt  in  full,  which  he  had  prepared, 
saying  :  "  Here,  Mri  Haynes,  is  a  discharge  of 
your  account.  You  have  been  a  faithful  serv- 
ant here,  for  a  long  time,  and  received  but  a 
small  support :  I  give  ycu  the  debt."  Mr.  H. 
thanked  him  heartily,  and  the  Doctor  added  : 
"  But,  Mr.  Haynes,  you  must  pray  for  me,  and 
make  me  a  good  man.  "  Why,  Doctor,"  was 
the  quick  reply,  "  I  think  I  had  much  better 
pay  the  debt" 

In  a  large  circle  of  clergymen  and  others,  on 
a  public  occasion,  Mr.  Haynes  enquired  of  a 

stranger  whether  the  town  of  was  supplied 

with  a  minister,  and  was  answered  that  it  was. 
"Do  you  know  the  man?"  was  the  next  inqui- 
ry. "  Yes."  replied  the  stranger.  "  I  have  some 
acquaintance  with  him."  "  Well,  what  is  ho 
as  a  preacher?"  said  Mr.  Haynes,  "is  he  a  man 
of  talents?"  11 1  cannot  say,"  was  the  reply, 
"  that  ho  is  a  man  of  superior  talents.    He  is 

ordinary  as  a  preacher."     "Why,    is  a 

large  town,  comprising  an  intelligent  congre- 
gation.   An  ordinary  man,  I  think,  will  not 
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answer  for  that  place."  By  this  time  the  smile 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  room  revealed 
to  Mr.  Flaynes,  that  the  stranger  was  the  very 
minister  in  question.  "  Well,  well,"  said  he, 
"I  think  their  minister  has  one  excellent  qual- 
ification." ""What  is  that?"  continued  the 
clergyman.  "  Why,  sir,  I  believe  that  he  is 
a  man  of  truth.'1'' 

THE  REV.  JOHN  AUGUSTUS  HICKS,  D.  D. 
BT  THOS.  H.  OAXFIXLD,  ESQ. 

In  the  removal  from  our  midst  of  one  so  wide- 
ly known  and  universally  esteemed,  as  the  late 
Rev.  John  Augustus  Hicks,  D.  D..  a  more  ex- 
tended notice  is  due,  than  a  mere  announce- 
ment of  his  death,  to  his  high  character,  his 
rare  virtues,  and  his  official  position  as  a  cler- 
gyman of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

To  thoroughly  understand  his  character  it  is 
necessary  to  mike  some  reference  to  the  stock 
from  which  he  sprang.  Of  the  three  brothers, 
William,  Stephen  and  Elias  Hicks,  who  were 
of  English  origin,  the  first  and  last  were  Quak- 
ers, and  Elias  was  the  one  whose  independence 
and  energy  of  character  enabled  him  to  produce 
the  movement  which  gave  name  to  the  "  Hicks- 
ite  Quakers." 

Stephen  and  all  his  descendants  were  Churck 
people — his  son  Oliver  H.  being  well  known  for 
many  years  among  the  first  commercial  circles 
of  New  York  city.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
Oliver  was  president  of  the  North  American 
Insurance  company — one  of  the  pioneer  Insur- 
ance companies  in  this  country;  and  his  wife 
is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight,  in  Hartford.  Ct.  Their  son,  John  Au- 
gustus, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
New  York  city,  February  21,  1802.  When  fit- 
ted for  college,  at  the  early  age  of  14  years,  his 
literary  career  was  interrupted,  and  he  entered 
his  father's  counting  house,  where  he  remained 
for  3  years,  acquiring  business  habits  and  a 
knowledge  of  mankind  and  the  world,  which 
proved  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  him  during 
all  his  subsequent  life.  At  17  he  entered  Co- 
lumbia College,  where  ho  graduated  in  1823, 
and  then  pursued  his  studies  for  trie  Holy  Min- 
istry, in  the  General  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York  ;  where  he  received  his  testimonial 
in  182G,  and  was  ordained  to  the  Diaconate  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Hobart,  in  the  same  year, 
on  the  2 2d  of  August,  in  G  race  Church,  Jamai- 
ca, Long  Island. 

lie  began  his  ministerial  life  as  the  assistant 
to  Rev.  Evan  M.  Johnson,  both  in  Jamaica  and 
Brooklyn.     On  the  1st  of  April,  1S27,  he  ac- 


cepted a  call  to  the  rectorship  of  Trinity  Church, 
Easton,  Pa.,  and  in  the  following  month  was  a 
member  of  the  Convention  of  the  diocese  of 
Pennsylvania,  voting  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hen- 
ry U.  Onderdonk,  who  was  taken  up  as  the 
high  church  candidate,- after  the  refusal  of  the 
Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins,  (afterwards  first  Bishop 
of  Vermont)  to  vote  for  himself,  and  who  by 
his  vote,  gave  the  election  to  Dr.  Onderdonk ; 
there  being  but  one  clerical  majority  for  the 
high  church  candidate. 

Ou  the  28th  of  May,  1828,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  Priesthood  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  White 
in  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia ;  and  on  the 
11th  of  September,  in  the  same  year,  he  married 
Miss  Lucy  Cleveland,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
George  Cleveland,  Esq.,  of  Middlebury,  Vt. 
His  ministry  in  Easton  was  highly  blessed,  and 
he  succeeded  in  paying  off  an  old  debt  that  had 
long  hampered  the  energies  of  the  parish.  In 
April,  1831,  he  accepted  a  call  to  St.  John's 
church,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  resigned  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing January,  on  being  invited  to  Rutland. 

In  Rutland  he  organized  and  founded  the 
parish  of  Trinity  Church — Porter  Howe,  Esq., 
and  the  late  Governor  Williams,  being  two  of 
his  leading  supporters  among  the  laity.  The 
former  of  these  two  still  survives,  and  attended 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hicks  as  lay  deputy  to  the  first 
diocesan  Convention  in  Vermont,  at  which 
Bishop  Hopkins  was  chosen  to  the 'Episcopate. 

This  Convention  was  held  in  St.  Stephen's 
church,  Middlebury,  on  the  30th  and  31st  of 
May,  1832.  and  of  the  13  clergy  who  were  the 
associates  of  Dr.  Hicks,  and  took  part  in  the 
election  of  Bishop  Hopkins,  only  six  men  sur- 
vive ;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Chase  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Rev.  Dr.  Chapman,  the  first  rector  of 
St.  Paul's  church  in  this  city,  and  now  of  New- 
buryport,  Mass.,  the  Rev.  Anson  B  Hard,  Ches- 
ter, Pa.,  the  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Perkins,  Bristol,  Pa., 
the  Rer.  Dr.  Crane,  East  Greenwich,  R.  Island, 
and  the  Rev.  Louis  McDonald  of  Middlebury, 
Vt.  Of  the  40  laity  voting  at  that  convention, 
only  four  are  known  to  the  writer  as  still  sur- 
viving. Dr.  Hicks,  of  course,  as  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, voted  for  the  nominee  of  the  high  church 
party,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins ;  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  S.  Stone  (author  of  "  Mysteries  opened,*) 
being  the  low  church  candidate,  and  receiving 
six  clerical  votes.  It  was  a  singular  coinci- 
dence that  Dr.  Hicks  should  have  thus  voted  in 
two  Episcopal  conventions  in  two  different  dio- 
ceses, and  in  two  successive  years,  and  each 
time  the  high  church  candidate  was  chosen  by 
one  majority  of  tho  clerical  order.    The  major- 
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ity  of  the  laity,  in  each  case,  (especially  in 
"Vermont,)  was  decidedly  larger. 

At  Rutland  Dr.  Hicks  remained  as  rector  for 
28  years,  during  which  period  the  parish  which 
he  founded  became,  under  his  loving  care,  one 
of  the  largest  and  strongest  in  the  diocese  of 
Vermont. 

As  a  preacher  his  style  was  clear,  logical, 
terse,  aud  always  clothed  in  classical  English,  j 
He  considered  thoroughly  every  subject  which  j 
he  touched,  and  was  content  to  handle  only  one  j 
subject  at  a  time  :  hence  his  ministry  was  more 
instructive  and  more  fruitful  than  in  the  case 
of  many  whose  pulpit  style  is  more  demonstra- 
tive. But  the  fidelity  of  his  pastoral  ministra- 
tions in  private  was  of  even  more  importance 
than  his  pulpit  style ;  and  in  this  branch  of 
his  work,  bis  keen  and  quiet  appreciation  of 
character,  his  delicate  observation,  and  his  qui- 
et sympathies  were  unfailing.  Though  un- 
flinching at  all  times  in  his  adherence,  both  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  canons  and  rubrics 
of  the  Church,  he  won  many  friends  among 
Christians  of  other  names,  who  knew  how  to 
respect  a  conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  even 
when  their  own  views  of  duty  did  not  happen 
to  coincide.  His  long  residence  in  Rutland  en- 
deared him  throughout  the  community  there, 
and  widely,  also,  throughout  the  State. 

When,  in  185-4,  Bishop  Hopkins  laid  before 
the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  his  plan  for  the 
revival  of  the  Vermont  Episcopal  Inst  itute,  Dr. 
Hicks  was  one  of  the  committee  to  wThom  it 
•was  referred,  and  by  whom  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  the  Convention  for  its  approval.  In  18»6 
he  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
newly  organized  corporation  of  that  institution. 
In  1860,  his  voice  having  so  far  lost  its  power, 
that  its  public  use  wTas  almost  impracticable, 
he  resigned  his  rectorship  in  Rutland  to  accept 
the  "Willoughby  Professorship  in  the  Vermont 
Episcopal  Institute,  with  the  general  charge  of 
the  Theological  department.  He  resided  at  the 
Institute  in  this  capacity  until  18G5,  when  he 
resigned  both  his  trusteeship  and  his  professor- 
ship. Henceforward  he  lived  in  this  city,  de- 
voting: himself  to  such  missionary  work  in  Geor- 
gia, Milton.  Fairfax  and  other  places,  as  oppor- 
tunity afforded,  and  his  bodily  strength  permit- 
ted; and  in  this  employment  he  continued  until 
the  commencement  of  his  last  illness,  about 
two  weeks  ago. 

He  preached  last  on  Sunday,  October  17,  in 
Milton,  and  was  taken  ill  immediately  on  his 
return  home  the  Monday  following,  and  died 
Wednesday,  Nov.  4,  (1S69.)    On  account  of  his 


health  he  had  accepted  a  parish  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  for  the  winter,  intending  to 
resume  his  labors  in  this  State  in  the  spring,  if 
his  health  permitted,  and  would  have  left  home 
last  week. 

During  his  long  connection  with  the  diocese 
of  Vermont,  the  high  estoem  in  which  his  char- 
acter and  service  were  held  by  the  clergy  and 
laity,  is  clearly  shown  by  the  frequency  with 
which  they  elected  him  to  the  highest  offices  in 
their  gift.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Standing  Committee  every  year  (with  but  five 
exceptions)  from  1833  till  the  close  of  his  life  ; 
and  most  of  that  time  he  was  chosen  its  presi- 
dent. To  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Church  in  the  United  States  he  was  sent  to 
represent  the  diocese  of  Vermont,  from  1S33 
to  1861.  For  a  long  series  of  years  he  was  a 
member,  from  this  diocese,  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  General  Theological  Seminary,  and 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board  with  a 
regularity  equalled  by  but  few  of  those  who 
resided  at  such  a  distance.  On  nomination  of 
the  Convention  of  the  diocese,  he  wras  appoint- 
ed by  the  venerable  "  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  June  15, 
1847,  one  of  its  board  of  Land  Agents  for  the 
management  of  its  lands  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont; the  Rev.  Joel  Clap,  D.  D.,  the  Hon. 
George  T.  Hodges  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Lius- 
ley  being  appointed  with  him  in  the  same  in- 
strument. On  the  15th  of  July,  1857,  he  was 
appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  of  that  board ; 
and  these  offices  he  held  until  the  day  of  his 
death. 

At  the  conventions  of  the  Diocese  he  was  al- 
ways appointed  on  important  committees,  and 
his  acquaintance  with  the  canons  of  the  Church 
rendered  him  a  valuable  legislator. 

His  degree  of  D.  D.  was  received,  both  from 
the  University  of  Vermont  and  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, in  the  year  1847,  and  also  ad  eundem  from 
Trinity  College  two  years  later.  In  August, 
18G0,  his  "wife  died,  leaving  him  nine  children, 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living;  and  what  is  rather  remarkable,  none 
of  them  have  ever  been  seriously  ilL  All  have 
been  well  educated,  and  are  now  occupying 
highly  respectable  positions  in  society,  in  the  va- 
rious communities  where  they  are  residing. 

The  leading  quality  in  the  character  of  Dr. 
Hicks  was  a  conscientious  fidelity.  Ho  held 
,  firmly  and  clearly  the  distinctive  principles  of 
j  the  Church  to  which  ho  had  pledged  his  allegi- 
|  ance,  and  every  duty  involved  in  that  obligation 
i  was  discharged  vith  the  most  punctilious  and 
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self-sacrificing  care.  It  was  owing  to  this —  I 
which  is  the  quintessence  of  the  pastoral  office 
— that  he  retained  for  so  many  years  his  charge 
over  the  growing  parish  at  Rutland ;  and  hence, 
too,  the  latest  strength  of  his  old  age  was  giv- 
en to  a  nmsiouary  labor  which  found  him  ever 
ready,  ever  patient,  ever  constant,  in  season 
and  out  of  season. 

His  reading  was  extensive  and  his  scholarship 
accurate  and  thorough;  and  he  was  ever  ready, 
with  unpretending  courtesy,  to  place  his  intel- 
lectual stores  at  the  service  of  others.  He  was 
not  only  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  but  was 
a  business  man  also,  abounding  in  cool,  quiet 
and  practical  common  sense  ;  and  his  services 
on  committee  and  in  the  management  of  church 
funds  were,  therefore,  all  the  more  important. 
Even  in  the  delirium  of  his  last  sickness,  his 
mind  constantly  wandered  among  these,  the 
dearest  responsibilities  of  his  daily  life,  thus 
proving  how  wholly  they  absorbed  his  best  af- 
fections. As  a  friend  he  never  affected  a  degree 
of  feeling  which  he  did  not  experience,  and  he 
preferred  to  seem  less  cordial  than  he  was,  rath- 
er than  run  the  least  risk  of  awakening  false  ex- 
pectations or  unreal  impressions.  Modesty  and 
truthfulness  pervaded  all  his  ways  and  all  his 
work.  Not  naturally  of  a  sanguine  or  hopeful 
temperament,  the  mainspring  of  his  life  was 
found  in  silent  and  tenacious  devotion  to  duty. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  the  unostentatious  beauty 
of  a  life  like  his  should  have  gained  friends 
whose  number  steadily  increased,  and  whose 
regard  ripened  with  each  passing  year,  resting 
like  a  benediction  upon  the  silvery  head  which 
is  now  laid  to  rest  in  its  long  sleep. 

THE  LATE  REV.  JOIW  TODD.  D-  D., 

Died  at  Pittsfield,  Sunday  morning,  August  23, 
1873,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  His  uealth 
had  been  failing  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Todd  was  born  in  Rutland,  Yt.,  Oct.  9, 
1800;  graduated  at  Yale  College  iu  his  22dyear; 
spent  four  years  at  the  Andover  Theological 
Seminary,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
the  Congregational  church  in  Groton.  v"  in 


1827.     In  1833  he  w*<*  Ed- 

wards         '  .    .        ....             :  ■  ..o  was 

ftiu..'  t  •        i       ■  I'd      tu  1       •;  ^ongrega- 
~;^a  in  Philadelphia,  aL  ho  be- 
came pastor  of  the  First  Congregat.  'rch 
in  Pittsfield,  a  position  ho  held  for  ov 

Few  Congregational  minister.'' 

widely  known  than  Mr.  Todd.  is  as 

author,  however,  that  ho  a'  his  great 


reputation,  and  next  to  Mr  j,  it  is  claim- 


ed that  hia  books  have  had  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  American  author.  His  "Lectures 
to  Children,"  in  two  volumes,  written  iD  1S34, 
were  circulated  in  England,  translated  into 
French,  German  and  Greek,  and  printed  in 
raised  letters  for  the  blind,  and  sold  enormously 
— while  his  "  Student's  Manual,"  published  in 
the  following  year,  had  a  sale  of  over  150,000 
copies  in  England,  alone.  In  America  33  edi- 
tions of  the  work  were  published,  while  two 
translations  were  made  of  the  work  for  France. 
His  "  Index  Rerum"  has  always  had  a  steady 
sale.  As  a  Sabbath  School  writer  he  stood  in 
the  foremost  rank  ;  while,  as  an  author  of 
works  for  adults,  he  enjoyed  a  high  reputation 
— his  sermons,  orations  and  occasional  pamph- 
lets being  much  sought  after.  Mr.  Todd  receiv- 
ed the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Williams- 
College,  in  1845. 

HON.  JOSEPH  BOWKER. 

[Read  by  Henry  Hall  before  the  Vermont  Historical 
Society  at  Windsor,  July  1st  and  2nd,  1863.] 

If  we  consult  our  published  histories  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  leading  actors  in  the  drama  of 
Vermont's  colonial  and  revolutionary  struggles, 
we  shall  find  none  whose  appearance  is  so 
weird  and  spectre-like  as  that  of  the  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Bowker  of  Rutland.  He  glides  before  our 
vision,  the  incumbent  of  the  most  important  of- 
ficial stations;  he  vanishes — and  we  seek  in  vain 
for  the  faintest  vestige  of  his  antecedents  or 
subsequent  destiny. 

It  seems  as  if  he  were  like  the  mystic  Mel- 
chisedec,  without  father,  without  mother,  with- 
out genealogy,  and  like  the  divinely  buried  Mo- 
ses, no  mortal  could  tell  the  place  of  his  burial. 

Appletons'  new  American  Cyclopedia  con- 
tains ample  columns  descriptive  of  obscure  In- 
dian agents,  worthless  military  officers  and  insig- 
nificant politicians,  but  it  does  not  even  name 
him,  who  was,  in  a  modified  sense,  the  John 
Hancock  of  Vermont. 

As  Bowker  died  79  years  ago  ;  as  his  only  sur- 
viving heirs  were  two  married  daughters,  whose 
descendants  are  said  to  be  in  the  far  west ;  as 
his  official  files  in  the  county  clerk's  office  were 
probably  burnt  half  a  century  since,  with  a 
mass  of  other  papers,  as  useless  lumber,  there 
remains  only  brief  documentary  and  oral  evi- 
dence, from  which  to  gather  a  few  scanty  facts, 
that,  woven  into  far  too  beggarly  a  wreath  are 
fought  as  a  votive  offering  on  the  altar  of  that 
•>ricati  historic  muse,  who  has,  in  our  sister 
■  swept  through  fame's  marblo  halls,  with 
•h  mtd  all  trailed  in  light ;  albeit,  iu  our 
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humble  State,  she  has  worn  rather  the  lowly 
guise  of  crusading  pilgrim,  with  palmer's  staff, 
cockle  shell,  and  sandal  shoon. 

An  intelligent  lady  cotemporary  told  me  that 
Bowker  was  early  left  an  orphan — brought  up 
in  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Taintor,  a  prosperous 
farmer, — privately  betrothed  to  his  daughter 
Sarah,  drafted  into  the  array  during  the  French 
war,  til  the  garrisou  at  Ticonderoga  one  or  two 
years, —  he  returns  with  so  good  a  reputation 
that  he  soon  becomes  the  son-in  law  of  his  qua- 
si guardian. 

The  time  and  place  of  his  birth  are  as  yet 
uuknown.  According  to  one  who  came  to  Rut- 
laud  three  years  after  Bowker's  death — the  late 
Hon.  J.  D.  Butler — no  mean  authority  on  any 
subject  of  which  he  ever  spoke — Bowker  came 
from  Sudbury,  Mass  ,  or  near  there:  a  section 
of  country 'that  has  abounded  in  Bowkers  and 
Taintors  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

In  October,  1773,  we  find  Bowker  in  Rut- 
land, with  the  title  of  Captain  (military  titles 
then  were  not  prejudicial  to  one's  reputation  for 
capacity  or  integrity)  Moderator  of  a  Proprie- 
tors' Meeting;  one  of  the  committee  to  find  the 
centre  of  the  town ;  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  inspect  proprietors'  titles,  &c,  and  with 
his  wife,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  then  and  there  established. 

He  soon  appears  a  general  office-holder  for 
town,  county  and  State;  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety ;  a  magistrate  very  generally  sought 
for  the  execution  of  conveyances,  for  the  adju- 
dication of  legal  rights,  and  for  the  trial  of  to- 
ries ;  town  treasurer,  selectman,  town  repre- 
sentative, member  of  the  Governor's  Council ; 
on  all  committees,  financial,  political,  ecclesias- 
tical or  legislative  ;  member  of  the  Board  of 
War,  commissioner  for  the  sequestration  of  to- 
nes' estates ;  Judge  of  the  Probate  and  coun- 
ty courts,  and  Chief  Judge  of  a  special  court, 
appointed  by  the  first  Legislature. 

About  1780.  Bowker,  Craghorn,  Henry  Strong  I 
and  John  Smith  built  a  saw  mill  about  eighty  i 
rods  from  the  main  north  and  south  road,  on  ! 
Handpole,  Moon's  or  Tuttle's  brook.    A  portirn  j 
of  his  farm  abounds  in  clay,  and  an  inventory  j 
of  his  estate  shows  a  note  of  $13.  against  John  j 
Forbes  for  three  thousand  brick.      Thus  ho  I 
seems  ubiquitous,  everywhere  present,  in  all 
the  political,  legal,  religious  and  business  ope- 
rations of  society,  sympathizing  with  and  parti- 
cipating in  all  the  efforts  of  the  infant  colony,  for 
defence,  organization  and  improvement. 

The  nature  of  some  of  his  miscellaneous  ser- 


vices for  the  public  will  appear  by  extracting  a 
few  items  from  his  account,  viz. 

M  State  of  Vermont,  to  Joseph  Bowker,  Dr. 

Nov.  1777,  to  attending  vendue  one  day,  63 

July,  1778.  to  attending  vendue  one  day,  4s 

To  writing  three  leases,  3* 

To  one  day  in  leasing  Rockwell's  lot,  2s 

To  cash  paid  Gideon  Cooley  for  boarding 
and  transporting  the  families  of  Perry  and 
Shorey  to  the  lake,  £  2  6i 

Sept.,  1778,  to  cash  paid  to  Daniel  Wash- 
burn for  boarding  the  family  of  Robert  Per- 
ry five  weeks,  £2 

To  journey  of  myself  and  horse  to  Tin- 
mouth  and  attending  the  trial  of  John  Mc- 
jSTeal,  9i 

Jan.,  1780,  to  journey  to  Manchester  of 
myself  and  horse,  38  miles,  13s -id 

To  eight  days  service  iu  drawing  a  lot- 
tery, at  7s  per  day,  £  2  9a 

to  two  dollars  paid  to  widow  Weller, 
for  house  room  and  firewood,  12s 

To  six  bushels  Indian  corn  for  use  of 
the  State,  ISs 

To  journey  to  Sunderland  to  attend  the 
council,  42  miles,  13s 

To  one  day's  services,  7s 

To  one  day  of  myself  and  horse  to  Cas- 
tleton,  9s 

To  one  day  weighing  bread  and  forward- 
ing provisions,  4s 

To  one  day  of  mau  and  horse  to  trans- 
port provisions  to  Pittsford,  9s 

To  cash  paid  Nathan  Pratt  for  transport- 
ing tory  women  to  the  Lake,  £  2  2s  2d 

April,  1780,  to  paper  to  Captaiu  Parra 
lee  Allen,  ~   '  £  5  3s  2d 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1779,  he  received 
from  the  State  treasurer,  £  8  8s  "for  examining 
accounts  of  a  committee  to  build  a  fort  at  Pitts- 
ford,"  and  on  the  22nd  of  February,  1781,  6s 
'*  for  examining  a  muster  roll." 

The  following  are  significant : 

"  Clarendon,  Jan.  21,  1778. 

Received  of  Joseph  Smith,  commissioner  of 
Sequestration,  four  pounds  one  shilling  and  rive 
pence,  L.  M.,  for  my  time  settiug  with  the  com- 
mittee to  try  tories. 

Joseph  Bowker." 
"In  Council,  25th  Nov.,  1777. 
Captain  Bowker,  Sir :    The  confusion  and 
multiplicity  of  business  occasioned  by  the  un- 
happy war,  in  the  northern  department,  since 
the  appointment  of  this  council,  has  prevented 
their  being  able  to  get  the  constitution  printed  ; 
which  obliges  us.  this  council,  to  desire  you  to 
call  together  the  old  convention  ;  to  meet  at 
Windsor,  on  Wednesday,  the  24th  of  December 
next,  which  you  will  not  fail  to  do. 
I  am  sir,  by  order  of  Council, 
Your  most  obedient  ^ervan', 
Thomas  CniTTENDENr,  President,*' 
"In  Council, Bennington,  Feb.  17,  177S. 
To  Captain  Joseph  Bowker,  Sir: 

Whereas,  complaint  i»  made  to  this  council^ 
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by  deacon  John  Burnap,  that  Moses  Olmstead 
and  Owen,  of  Pittsfield,  did,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  take  from  him  about  twelve  hundred 
weight  of  iron,  which  is  detained  from  him ;  he 
therefore  desires  this  council  that  they  would 
direct  him  in  what  maimer  he  may  obtaiu  his 
property  again.  Therefore  this  council  recom- 
mend to  call  together  the  members  of  the  sev- 
eral committees  in  Rutland  and  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  to  the  number  of  five,  to  judge  and 
determine  the  case  pending  between  the  above 
parties  according  to  justice  and  equity. 

By  order  of  council, 

Thomas  Chittenden",  President." 

If  the  remuneration,  for  the  above  named 
services  seem  paltry,  we  must  remember  the 
penury  of  the  people,  the  exhaustive  effects  of 
the  war,  the  scarcity  of  money,  there  being  then 
only  one  bank  in  the  nation,  and  but  little  spe- 
cie ;  State  orders  and  individual  notes  being  the 
chief  circulating  medium  ;  also  a  custom,  prev- 
alent among  the  public  men  of  those  days,  as 
among  the  early  invalid  visitors  to  Clarendon 
Springs,  namely,  that  of  carrying  their  provis- 
ions in  their  portmanteaus  and  trunks,  and 
therewith  boarding  themselves.  [Perhaps  also 
the  patriots  of  the  revolution  hungered  and 
thirsted  after  the  public  treasure  with  less  greed 
than  the  army  contractors,  et  id  omme  genus, 
do  now.] 

But  the  positions  in  which  Bowker  is  the 
best,  or  only  known  to  the  general  public,  are, 
that  of  president  of  those  conventions  that  as- 
serted the  State's  independence  and  framed  ike 
first  constitution,  and  that  of  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  Was  it  any  honor  to 
preside  over  such  assemblages  ?  Wbat  was  the 
character  of  their  members  ?  "We  need  not  be 
told  that  the  early  settlers  of  Vermont  were  not 
Chevalier  Bayards  or  Sir  Phillip  Sidneys  in 
scholarly  and  courtier-like  accomplishments. 
Chiefly  tillers  of  the  soil,  only  a  very  few  of 
them  possessed  either  wealth  or  professional 
culture.  The  supreme  court  had  dispensed  law 
to  the  State  almost  a  decade  of  years  before  the 
election  of  Nathaniel  Chipman  as  judge,  the 
first  lawyer  ever  on  that  bench.  Yet,  were  not 
the  people,  generally,  thoroughly  educated  as 
to  their  leg.d  and  political  rights?  Gage,  the 
last  British  governor  of  Massachusetts,  wrote 
to  the  home  government,  that  every  subject  in 
his  province  was  a  lawyer  or  a  smatterer  at  law. 
Edmund  Burke,  on  the  2'lnd  of  March,  17  75, 
told  the  British  House  of  Commons  that  the 
fierce  spirit  of  liberty  was  stronger,  and  the 
Supply  of  law  more  general  in  America  than  in 


any  other  country  in  the  world  ;  that  he  was 
informed  by  the  bookseller  that  after  tracts  of 
;  popular  devotion,  law  books  were  most  eagerly 
:  sought  for  by  the  Americans,  and  that  about  as 
:  many  copies  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries  on 
i  the  English  laws  were  sold,  in  these  colonies, 
|  with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions, 
j  as  in  all  England  with  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  people. 

If  the  four  colonies  of  New  England  were 
settled  by  some  of  the  best  blood  of  Old  Eng- 
land, was  not  Vermont  settled  by  some  of  the 
keenest  intellects  and  strongest  reasoners.  as 
well  as  by  the  bravest  soldiers,  the  best  shots, 
and  the  best  farmers  of  the  seaboard  colonies? 
Summon  before  you  in  dense  array  from  mem- 
ory's archives,  the  soldiers,  statesmen,  politi- 
cians, legislators,  governors,  judges  and  exec- 
utive officers  generally,  that  adorned  Vermont's 
early  history,  and  say,  was  it  a  slight  compli- 
ment to  be  always  called  upon  to  preside  over 
the  solemn  councils  of  such  heroes?  Why 
did  not  some  of  his  talented  and  ambitious  com- 
peers, at  least  once,  achieve  that  honor?  Does 
not  his  invariable  election  as  presiding  officer, 
bespeak  him  pre-eminently  familiar  with  parlia- 
mentary usages,  self  possessed,  courteous,  im- 
partial and  quick  of  apprehension  ? 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  his  pursuits  and 
tastes.  In  1774  he  bought  150  acres  of  land, 
and  sold  50  acres.  This  was  his  only  trading 
in  Rutland  lands,  and  thus  during  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life,  he  owned  and  occupied  100 
acres  of  land.  In  his  deed  he  modestly  styles 
himself  a  yeoman,  while  some  of  his  brother 
farmers,  in  their  deeds,  call  themselves  gentle- 
men :  yet  at  his  death  ouly  30  acres  of  his  laud 
were  improved.  His  official  duties  perhaps  oc- 
cupied more  of  his  time  than  his  farming. 

When  we  see  that  the  treasurer  of  the  State, 
on  the  12th  of  February,  1779,  paid  him  £  24 
bounty,  for  killing  three  wolves,  we  might  infer 
him  to  have  been  somewhat  of  a  Nirnrod ;  but 
this  is,  at  least,  partially  negatived  by  turning 
to  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  where  we  find 
neither  gun,  pistol  nor  sword. 

He  was  such  a  general  business  man  we  should 
naturally  conclude  that  he  must  have  had  libra- 
ry enough  to  post  himself  in  all  political,  legal, 
financial  and  ecclesiastical  affairs ;  yet  we  have 
no  evidence  that  ho  died  the  possessor  of  a 
single  volume. 

Thore  is  oral,  but  no  recorded,  evidence,  that 
j  he  was  an  officer  of  the  church,  and  he  died  as 
j  a  Christian  might  wish  to  die,  in  the  midst  of  a 
religious  revival. 
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He  built  his  house  of  plank,  when  about  all 
the  other  houses  in  town  were  of  logs,  and 
added  thereto  a  lean-to,  or  semi-veranda ;  yet 
his  residence  could  scarcely  have  been  palatial, 
for  it  was  appraised  at  only  £  40,  just  the  ap- 
praisal of  the  sawmill,  of  which  he  owned  oue 
quarter,  while  his  barn  was  valued  at  £  23. 

His  style  of  housekeeping  could  not  have 
been  very  aristocratic,  for  all  his  household 
furniture  was  worth  only  about  £  50. 

Admire  the  selection  of  his  home  in  this  wil 
demons.  His  farm,  lying  on  the  east  side  of 
Main  Street  road,  extended  100  rods  south, 
from  about  Green  Street,  to  and  including  a 
part  of  Handpole  Brook,  and  a  half  mile  east 
of  said  road,  he  locates  his  dwelling,  fronting 
towards  the  south,  about  half  way  down  this 
noble  slope  of  a  pleasant  hill  (although  now 
undervalued  and  desecrated  by  unfit  tene- 
ments) and  there,  during  the  last  ten  years  of 
his  life — ten  years  of  highly  useful  and  honor- 
able exertion — with  the  mountain  majesty  of 
Killington  on  the  east,  Otter  Creek  on  the  west 
and  the  deep  forests  everywhere,  he  saw  a 
State  rise  out  of  political  chaos,  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  court3 
and  churches  duly  organized,  and  the  founda- 
tions laid  for  a  framed  courthouse  and  church, 
in  the  town  which  had  most  honored  him,  and 
been  most  honored  by  him. 

Prominent  as  Bowker  was,  why  was  he  not, 
like  his  townsmen,  Sylvanus  Brown,  John  Smith 
and  Peleg  Sunderland,  denounced,  outlawed, 
and  a  price  offered  for  his  head,  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  New  York  ?  As  he  was  a  mod- 
est, unassuming  man,  of  few  words,  probably 
his  tastes  did  not  incline  him  to  engage  in  those 
acts  of  forcible  resistance  to  the  belligerent  and 
official  Yorkers,  then  deemed  such  efficacious 
and  medicinal  remedies  against  oppression. 

"We  know  also  that  he  was  no  land  specula- 
tor ;  bought  no  land  in  Rutland  until  1774,  and 
died  seized  of  no  real  estate  but  his  home  farmv 
if  we  omit  one  right  of  land  in  Starksboro,  and 
another  in  Med  way  or  Mendon. 

Bowker  died  between  the  10th  of  April  and 
the  2d  of  Sept.,  1784.  There  was  no  burial 
ground  in  Rutland  then,  except  the  one  at  Rut- 
land Centre,  and  somewhere  in  that  public  acre 
his  remains  were  buried.  The  Rev.  Jacob 
"Wood,  a  revivalist,  attended  his  funeral.  The 
funeral  procession  had  nearly  completed  its 
walk  of  two  miles  when  Mr.  Wood  suddenly 
leaped  upon  a  stump,  and  turning  towards  the 
mourners  and  their  friends,  cried,  "Harkl  at 


the  day  of  judgment  it  will  be  an  honor  to  be 
a  Christian  :"  then  jumped  down  and  silently 
walked  with  the  rest  towards  the  graveyard. 

"We  regret  that  the  grave  of  Vermont's  great 
Jurist,  Nathaniel  Chipnian,  is  unhonored  by  any 
monument,  obelisk,  tablet  or  slab ;  yet  that 
disgrace  can  be  removed  ;  but  our  regret  is  sad- 
der, because  unavailing,  when  we  consider  that 
the  grave  of  the  president  of  those  conventions 
that  gave  Vermont  her  political  existence  and 
form,  is  not  only  unhonored,  but  literally  un- 
known. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  and  responsi- 
ble offices  held  by  Bowker,  he  died  almost  as 
honorably  poor  as  Aristides  :  his  whole  estate 
being  appraised  at  about  $  1750  a  very  mode- 
rate competence,  even  in  those  frugal  days.— • 
But  whatever  else  he  left  or  failed  to  leave,  the 
fragrance  of  a  good  name  embalms  his  memo- 
ry :  tradition  breathes  not  the  slightest  mist 
upon  his  fair  fame.  Mrs.  Mercy  Smith,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  family  settled  in  town,  declared 
him  to  be  "one  of  the  finest  of  men,  and  reli- 
gious." "Win.  McConnell,  a  neighbor,  asserted 
that  "  he  was  the  only  man  around  here  that 
knew  anything — justice,  judge,  representative, 
deacon.  &c."  The  late  H.  Strong,  another  neigh- 
bor. sa»id.  "  Joseph  Bowkor  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety ;  he  was  greatly  looked  up  to 
for  counsel,  much  esteemed  for  his  great  and  ex- 
cellent qualities,  for  many  years  the  most  con- 
siderable public  man  in  tovrn,  and,  during  the 
troubles  of  the  war  and  the  negotiations  with 
Canada,  he  was  always  resorted  to,  solely  for 
counsel  and  advice."  The  Rev.  Dr.  Heman 
Ball,  who  came  to  Rutland  about  twelve  years 
after  Bowker's  death,  leaves  on  record  this  cas- 
ual testimony:  "Judge  Bowker,  who  was  often 
mentioned  to  me  in  language  of  much  respect." 

"Who  does  not  wish  that  photography  had 
been  invented  by  Adam,  and  never  since  a  lost 
art,  that  we  degenerate  moderns  might  gaze 
upon  the  features  of  the  mighty  dead  of  all  ages  ? 
If  we  imagine  Bowker  standing  before  us,  about 
five  feet  and  seven  inches  in  height,  stoutly 
built,  dressed  in  his  favorite  suit  of  blue. — blue 
coat,  blue  overcoat,  blue  vest,  blue  breeches, 
sometimes  varied  with  cotton  and  linen  breech- 
es and  sometimes,  again,  with  leather  breeches, 
long  stockings,  silver  buttons,  silver  stock 
buckle,  silver  bosom  brooch,  silver  knee  buck- 
les and  silver  shoe  buckles,  wo  shall,  per- 
haps, have  the  best  likeness  now  attainable,  of 
"  this  fine  old  New  England  gentleman,  all  of 
tho  oldon  school." 
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RET.  BEN'AJAH  ROOTS. 
BY  BEV.  ALDACE WALKKE,  D.  D. 

Her.  Benajah  Roots,  one  of  the  first  settled 
pastors  in  Vermont,  was  born  in  1726,  in 
Woodbury,  Ct.  Of  his  early  life  I  can  ascertain 
nothing.  He  was  graduated  in  1754  at  Prince- 
ton College,  N.  J.,  with  19  classmates,  12  of 
whom  became  ministers.  He  studied  divinity 
with  Dr.  Belarny  of  Bethlehem,  Ct.  In  1756 
he  was  employed  to  preach  in  Simsbury,  Ct., 
and  was  ordained  there.  Aug.  10,  1757,  and 
remained  15  years.  During  his  last  few  years 
there,  there  was  much  difficulty.  February, 
1770,  a  council  was  called  by  mutual  desire, 
to  hear  and  give  their  sentiments  upon  sundry 
exceptions  said  members  had  to  make  to  some 
of  Mr.  Roots'  doctrines,  and  also  to  some  in- 
stances of  his  conduct  relative  to  church  disci- 
pline. No  formal  charges  were  made  against 
their  pastor ;  but  there  were  some  supposed 
matters  of  difference,  and  grounds  of  complaint. 
The  "result"  of  the  council,  and  a  "A  few 
brief  Remarks"  in  reply,  by  Mr.  Roots,  were 
published  that  year. 

On  reviewing  the  points  of  difference  in  doc- 
trine, as  presented  by  the  "  Result  of  Council," 
and  the  u  Brief  Remarks."  the  conclusion  is 
forced  upon  us,  that  according  to  the  principles 
«f  Orthodoxy  as  now  understood  in  New  Eng- 
land, he  stands  high  above  his  judges — as  he 
certainly  does  in  comprehensiveness  and  clear- 
ness of  thought,  and  com.nand  of  language. 
And  one  can  hardly  read  the  pamphlets  referred 
to  without  the  reflection  that,  however  it  may 
be  with  the  vaunted  Ecumenical  Council,  Con- 
gregational councils  may  err.  The  council  does  ; 
not  intimate  that  there  is  any  occasion  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation.  A  hop9  is 
expressed  that  "  One  and  all  will  study  the 
things  that  make  for  peace  and  mutual  edifi- 
cation." 

He  was  dismissed  the  next  summer  after  this 
Consociation,  and  soon  after  came  to  Vermont. 
The  early  settlers  in  Rutland  were  most  of  them 
from  Simsbury  and  neighboring  towns.  The  war 
was  open  to  emigrate  with  some  of  his  flock, 
and  once  more  become  their  pastor.  Here  he 
gathered  the  "West  Rutland  church,  though  it 
was  organized  near  the  Centre,  October  26, 
1773, — the  first  Congregational  church  organ- 
ized in  the  county,  and  the  second  on  the  west 
side  of  the  mountains  in  the  State. 

The  sermon  which  Mr.  Roots  preached  was 
printed.  In  the  preface  he  says  he  knows  of  but 
one  BettledCongregational  minister,  in  tho  whole 
region  of  country  between  Massachusetts  and 


Canada,  arid  the  Hudson  and  Connecticut  riv- 
ers. There  were  at  that  time  about  30  fum;ii*3 
in  the  town.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained, 
he  engaged  to  preach  for  5  years,  and  rake  the 
lot  of  laud  reserved  for  the  first  settled  minister 
for  his  compensation,  though  the  land  according 
to  the  original  designation  became  his  of  rj;ght 
at  the  time  of  his  installation.  He  ful filed  the 
contract  on  his  part,  though  the  latter  part  of 
the  time  his  health  was  poor.  It  is  erroneously 
stated  in  the  history  of  congregational  minis- 
ters and  churches,  of  Rutland  county,  published 
in  the  Quarterly  Register,  that  "  the  settlement 
right,  coming  into  his  hands  in  consequence  of 
his  installment,  became  property  of  very  con- 
siderable value  to  his  fkmily."  This  statement 
was  made,  it  is  presumed,  under  the  apprehen- 
sion that  this  "settlement  right"  was  the  lot 
of  land  upon  which  Mr.  Roots  and  family  lived  ; 
which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
town.  But  an  examination  of  the  true  record 
shows  that  this  lot,  with  another  of  100  acres 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and  400  acres 
of  uncultivated  land,  in  the  township  were  pur- 
chased by  him,  and  deeded  to  him,  before  he 
moved  to  Rutland,  for  £195,  paid  in  hand. — 
The  "  minister's  lot"  was  located  near  the  N. 
E.  corner  of  the  town,  among  lands  which,  until 
within  20  years,  have  been  regarded  as  having 
little  more  than  a  nominal  value. 

After  5  years,  some  feeling  is  said  to  have 
arisen  among  the  people,  because  their  pastor 
was  unwilling  to  preach  longer  without  further 
compensation,  and  other  ministers  were  em- 
ployed, to  some  extent ;  but  he  is  supposed  to 
have  officiated  most  of  the  time,  when  he  was 
able,  till  his  death,  in  about  14  years.  The 
church  first  consisted  of  14  members;  for  12 
years  there  were  but  six  added.  This  embraces 
the  Revolutionary  war  period  ;  not  a  time  of 
prosperity  to  any  of  our  churches. 

In  1784-5  there  was  a  revival  which  brought 
in  49  new  members.  About  4  years  before  the 
colony  had  left  to  establish  the  church  and 
society  in  the  East  Parish,  the  pastor's  resi- 
dence was  2  or  3  miles  distant  from  the  church  : 
and  frequently,  on  account  of  p:-or  health,  he 
was  unable  to  attend.  One  Sabbath  when  thus 
known  to  be  ill,  and  not  expected,  he  rode  up. 
Whon  some  of  the  brethren  expressed  furpriso 
at  seeing  him  out,  he  replied,  that  he  dart  not 
stay  at  home,  for  it  was  strongly  impressed  \  ■  n 
his  mind  that  the  Lord  would  be  there.  His 
people  thought  they  never  heard  their  past  r 
preach  as  he  did  that  Sabbath;  thus  commenced 
that  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  I/^rd 
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which  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  gave  strength,  and  stability  to  the 
church.  Mr.  Roots  labored  with  all  his  heart, 
assisted,  part  of  the  time,  by  Rev.  Asa  Burton 
of  T hetford,  and  Rev.  Joel  Swift,  soon  after  set- 
tled in  Bennington  :  but  he  was  doing  his  last 
work.  Consumption  had  marked  him  ;  slowly 
he  sank  down  into  his  rest,  to  sleep  with  the 
generation  to  which  he  had  preached.  His 
grave-stone  informs  us  that  he  died  March  15, 
1787.  in  his  62d  year. 

From  the  little  left  of  Mr.  Roots'  writings,  it 
may  be  gathered  that  he  was  a  man  of  strong 
mind,  comprehensive  views  and  sound  scholar- 
ship. He  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from 
his  Alma  Mater,  and  also  from  Yale  and  Dart- 
mouth. In  Rutland  he  acquired  the  reputation 
of  a  strict  disciplinarian,  in  church  matters,  of- 
fence having  been  given  to  some  by  the  ex 
communication  of  a  prominent  member.  As  a 
preacher  he  is  said  not  to  have  been  eloquent 
in  manner,  but  he  gave  plain  utterance  to  im- 
portant and  well  arranged  truth;  and  he  spake 
in  earnest.  The  ag^d  man  in  Simsbury,  before 
referred  to,  says,  "  After  he  had  been  settled 
some  years  in  Rutland,  he  came  back  on  a  visit 
and  preached,  from  Luke,  iv.  16-20.  This  dis- 
course was  very  appropriate,  and  excited  much 
interest."  The  sermon  preached  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  church,  in  Rutland,  may  be 
taken  as  a  specimen  of  his  style.  He  speaks 
of  it  as  having  been  prepared  in  the  wilderness, 
without  the  ordinary  helps  which  ministers 
have;  and  he  consents  to  its  publication  be- 
•ause  he  expects  many  of  them  will  be  scat- 
tered in  the  wilderness,  where  books  are  scarce; 
and,  he  continues,  "  if  they  may  be  of  service 
to  form,  in  the  mind  of  any,  just  sentiments 
of  the  true  church  of  Christ,  and  awaken  in 
them  an  earnest  solicitude  to  belong  to  this 
church,  my  end,  in  some  measure,  will  be  ac- 
complished." The  sermon  is  certianly  not  such 
an  one  as  we  are  sometimes  given  to  under- 
stand are  needed  to  "interest"  the  people  in 
our  new  settlements,  at  the  West.  But  I  have 
no  doubt  those  strong  sinewed,  strong  minded 
men,  who  have  turned  aside,  for  a  day,  from 
the  rugged  labors  of  the  field,  to  establish 
gospel  institutions  for  themselves,  and  their 
descendants,  could  follow  out  its  reasonings, 
and  appreciate  its  truths,  and  thus  doing  were 
both  interested  and  profited. 

ISRAEL  SMITH, 

The  fourth  Governor  of  Vermont,  was  born  in 


Suffield,  Ct.,  the  4th  day  of  April,  1759,  and 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  178L 

He  first  came  to  Vermont  in  1783,  and  im- 
mediately commenced  the  practice  of  law  at 
Rupert,  in  the  .  county  of  Benningfon.  He 
was  the  representative  from  that  town  tc"  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont  during  the  years  1^ 
'88,  '89  and  '90,  and  was,  in  1786.  elected  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  county  ; 
this  being  the  first  election  of  that  officer  under 
the  State  government.  In  1789  he,  together 
with  Laac  Tichenor.  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Na- 
thaniel Chipman,  Elijah  Paine,  Ira  Allen  and 
Stephen  Jacob  were  appointed  commissioners 
"to  ascertain,  agree  to,  ratify  and  confirm,  a 
jurisdictional  or  boundary  line  between  the 
State  of  New  York  and  the  State  of  Vermont, 
and  to  adjust  and  finally  determine  all  and  ev- 
ery matter  and  thing,  which,  in  any  wise,  ob- 
struct a  union  of  this  State  with  the  United 
States."  Having  accomplished  the  object  of 
their  appointment,  he  was  chosen  a  delegate  to 
the  Convention  which  assembled  at  Benning- 
ton January,  1791,  to  consummate  the  measure, 
by  ratifying  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Convention,  and 
during  the  same  year,  he  removed  to  Rutland, 
deeming  it  a  better  field  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession;  but  in  the  fall  of  1791,  Vermont 
being  now  one  of  the  United  States,  and  enti- 
tled to  two  representatives  in  Congress,  he  was 
elected  with  great  unanimity  to  represent  the 
district  composed  of  the  towns  west  of  the 
Mountains,  and  was  re-elected  in  1793,  and 
again  in  '95.  In  the  spring  of  '97  he  was  again 
a  candidate  for  re-election  ;  but  having  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  anti-Federal  party,  then 
beginning  to  be  known  as  Republicans,  he  wts 
defeated.  In  the  foil  of  the  same  year,  howev- 
er, he  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  of 
Rutland  in  the  State  Legislature  ;  and  on  the 
assembling  of  that  body  it  was  found  that  there 
had  been  a  change  in  the  political  atmosphere 
of  the  State,  and  that  the  Republicans  were 
in  the  majority,  and  he  was  elected  chief  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

It  was.  says  one  of  the  historians  of  Ver- 
mont, during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1798,  "  that  proscription  on  account  of  political 
opinion  was  first  practised  in  the  distribution 
of  civil  offices  in  Vermont.  Israel  Smith,  who 
held  the  office  of  chief  justico  of  the  State,  and 
who  was  a  man  of  uncorrupted  integrity  and 
virtue,  was  dropped  on  account  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Republican  party,  and  another  per- 
son chosen  in  his  stead." 
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In  1801  Judge  Smith  was  the  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party  for  Governor,  and  was 
defeated  for  that  office;  but  during  the  same 
year  was  again  elected  to  represent  the  west- 
ern district  of  Vermont  in  Congress:  at  ihe 
close  of  that  term,  March  4,  1803,  he  took  his 
se'juin  the  Senate  of  ihe  United  States,  having 
u?<;n  elected  to  that  position  the  October  pre- 
vious. 

In  October,  1807,  having  been  by  the  people 
elected  governor  of  the  State,  he  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  United  States  Senate.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  called  the  atteution  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  penal  code  of  the  State,  and  recommend- 
ed the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment  for 
minor  offences,  and  the  substitution  of  impris- 
onment in  lieu  thereof.  The  Legislature  acted 
upon  his  recommendation,  and  passed  the  laws 
necessary  to  that  end.  He  held  the  office  of 
Governor  but  a  single  year. 

In  the  act  passed  Nov.  1,  1800,  incorporat- 
ing Middlebury  College,  he  was  named  one  of 
the  Fellows  or  Trustees,  and  continued  as  such 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  residence 
in  Rutland,  the  2d  of  December,  1810,  at  the 
age  of  51. 

His  son,  William  Douglas  Smith,  an  attorney 
of  Rutland,  graduated  at  Middlebury  College 
in  1804,  and  was  clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Vermont,  from  1809  till  his 
death,  Feb.  22,  1822,  in  the  37th  year  of  his 
age. — Published  in  Rutland  Daily  Herald,  1S57. 

MORTALITY  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  BAR,  FROM 

March  10,  1861,  to  March  28,  I860. 

Charles  L.  Williams,  practised  in  Brandon 
and  Rutland — died  at  Rutland  March  10, 1861, 
aged  40. 

Edgar  L.  Ormsbee,  Rutland,  died  Nov.  24, 

1861,  aged  56. 

Benjamin  F.  Langdon,  Castleton,  died  May 
31,  1862,  aged  64. 

Almou  Warner,  Poultney  and  Castleton,  died 
at  Castleton,  July  14,  18b2.  aged  70. 

Isaac  T.  Wright,  Castleton,  died  October  12, 

1862,  aged  52. 

Zimri  Howe.  Poultney  and  Castleton,  died 
at  Castleton,  July  LI.  1863,  aged  76. 

Samuel  D.  Wing,  Brandon,  died  October  30, 

1863,  aged  40. 

Charles  Linsley,  Rutland,  died  at  Middlebu- 
ry, Nov.  3,  1863,  aged  68. 

Obadiah  Noble,  Tiumouth,  died  March  6,  '64, 
aged  87. 

James  R.  Newell,  Pittsford,  died  Aug.  20,  '64, 
aged  55  , 

Robert  Pierpoint,  Rutland,  died  Sept.  23,  '64f 
aged  73. 

Spencer  Green,  Danby,  died  in  the  hospital, 
at  Point  of  Porks.  Maryland,  Pec.  '27,  1 864. 

Horace  Allen,  poultney  and  Rutland,  died  at 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  May  3,  1865,  aged  42. 


Gordon  Newell  Pittsford,  died  July  3,  1865, 
aged  67. 

Ambrose  L  Brown,  Rutland,  died  Sept.  22, 

1865,  aged  69  years  and  11  months. 

James  L.  Harris,  Poultney,  died  March  11, 

1866,  aged  78. 

Solomon  Foot,  Rutlandt  died  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  March  28,  1866,  aged  64. 

COL,  JESSE  GOVE, 

Son  of  Nathaniel  and  Esther  (Tyler)  Gove,  was 
born  in  Bennington,  Feb.  20,  1783,  and  fitted 
with  Samuel  Watson,  Esq.,  cf  Rutland.  He 
read  law  with  Cephas  Smirh,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Rut 
laud — was  admitted  to  the  Rutland  county  Bar 
at  the  March  term  of  1818,  and  thereafter  re- 
sided in  Rutland.  He  married,  Jan.  4,  1809, 
Sophia  Ingersoll.  In  1809  he  was  appointed 
Clerk  of  the  United  States  District  and  Circuit 
Courts  for  the  District  of  Vermont,  and  held 
the  office  till  his  death.  He  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Rutland,  April  9,  1841.  He  al- 
so attained  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  militia, 

RUTLAND  GRADUATES  AT  MIDDLEBURY  COL- 
LEGE. 

Class  of  1804.— Thomas  E.  Hale  ;  went  to 
Portland,  Me.,  to  reside  with  an  uncle — became 
a  lawyer,  and  settled  in  Castine,  Me.,  where  he 
died  subsequent  to  the  war  of  1812. 

Class  of  1807. — Mills  Purdt,  born  in  West 
Rutland,  Sept.  19,  1788.  and  fitted  at  Addison 
county  Grammar  School.  He  was  preceptoi 
of  St.  Albans  Academy  a  few  months  in  1807- 
8  ;  read  law  in  Granville  and  Champlain,  N.  Y., 
and,  in  1818,  commenced  practice  in  Malone, 
N.  Y.  While  suffering  from  great  mental  de- 
pression and  miserable  health,  he  went  to  visit 
friends  in  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.t  and  there  sho» 
himself,  Nov.  6,  1813, 

1808. — Gustavus  D.  Chipman,  once  a  mer- 
chant in  West  Bloomfield,  and  went  thence  ta 
Middlebury,  N.  Y. 

1813. — Abiel  Pettiboxe  Mead,  born  in  Rut- 
land, April  12,  1789  ;  read  medicine  with  Edw'd 
Tudor,  M.  D.,  of  Middlebury ;  attended  lectures 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  practised  in  Middlebury 
a  few  months — read  law  with  Hon.  Chauncey 
Langdon  of  Castleton,  and  practised  there  till 
his  death,  July  28,  1830.  He  was  Register  of 
Probate  for  the  district  of  Fairhaven  from  1814 
to  '23,  and  '29  to  '37  ;  representative  from  Cas 
tletou  from  1831  to '33  ;  Slates  attorney  foi 
Rutland  county  from  1829  to  '35, 

1816. — Ambrose  Lincoln'  Brown,  burn  in 
Cheshire.  Mass..  Oct.  25,  1795,  and  titled  at 
Castleton  Academy.  He  read  law  with  Hon 
C.  K.  Williams,  LL.  D.,  of  Rutland;  practised 
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in  Rutfand,  1819-37  ;  was  engaged  in  paper- 
making  and  bookselling,  1837-41,  part  of  which 
time  he  was  editor  of  the  Rutland  Herald  : — 
since  1844  has  been  a  civil  engineer.  He  was 
judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Rutland,  in 
1832-35,  and  '33-39  ;  represented  the  town 
of  Rutland  1^34-'35;  assistant  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  1841  ;  engrossing 
clerk.  '42.  '43  and  '44  ;  judge  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty court,  '44-47.    He  resides  in  Rutland  (1 853.) 

1819. — Putnam  Tarrant  Williams  was 
born  in  Rutland,  February,  1799,  and  fitted 
with  Samuel  Walker,  Esq.,  of  Rutland,  and  at 
Castleton  Academy.  He  was  a  teacher  in  Rut- 
land a  short  time — in  Edenton,  Ga.,  2  years  ; 
read  law  while  teachings  practised  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  one  year — in  Jefferson  county,  Miss.,  till 
his  death  in  1835.  He  was  State's  attorney  for 
Jefferson  countv  4  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 

1821. — Henry  Brown  Hooker  was  born  in 
Rutland,  August,  1S02.  He  was  a  teacher  in 
Alabama  in  1821-22  ;  studied  at  Andover  The- 
ological Seminary,  '22-  25  ;  was  a  missionary 
in  South  Carolina  in  '25-'26  ;  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  '27- 
'37— in  Falmouth,  Mass.,  since  '37.  (1S53)  He 
has  written  several  works  for  publication  by  the 
Sabbath  school  and  tract  societies. 

1823. — John  Bliss  Shaw  was  born  in  Rut- 
land, May  23,  179S  ;  fitted  at  Castleton  Acad- 
emy ;  read  theology  with  Rev.  Charles  Walker. 
D.  P.,  (then)  of  Rutland,  (afterward  of  Pittsfordj 
and  Rev.  Lemuel  Harries,  (then)  of  Granville, 
N.  Y. ;  preached  in  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  6  years? — 
in  Romeo,  Mich.,  2  years,  and  in  Norwalk,  Ct., 
2  years ;  was  agent  for  the  Tract  Society  and 
Bethel  cause  nearly  2  years ;  preached  in  Fair- 
haven  nearly  5  years — in  Hoosic,  N.  Y.,  from 
1850  to  '53. 

1826.  — Luther  Shaw,  born  in  Rutland  July 
4,  1800;  fitted  at  Castleton  Academy;  was 
preceptor  of  an  academy  at  North  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  1826-'27 ;  studied  in  Auburn  Theo. 
Sem.  3  years;  since  then  has  been  a  Presbyte- 
rian clergyman  in  Michigan.  He  has  preached 
in  Romeo,  Belletabor,  Algonac,  and  is  now  ('53) 
in  Ray,  Michigan. 

1827.  — Lucius  Maro  Purdy,  from  West 
Rutland,  became  an  Episcopal  clergyman;  has 
officiated  in  Poultney;  was  for  a  time  tutor  in 
Trinity  College  ;  is  now  (1353)  a  rector  in  St. 
Martinsville,  La.  * 

1829.— William  Todd  Page,  born  in  Rut- 
land, Nov.  17,  1809;  fitted  at  Castleton  and 
Chester  Academies  ;  read  law  with  William  H. 
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Ormsbee  of  Rutland,  1829— '3 1 ;  practised  in 
Carmi,  111.,  lS32-'36;  theu  became  cashier  of 
the  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  Carmi,  where 
he  still  resides,  and  is  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits. 

1S32. — James  Meacham,  born  in  Rutland, 
Aug.  16,  1810;  teacher  in  Castleton  and  St. 
Albans  Academies,  1832-'34;  studied  at  An- 
dover Theological  Seminary,  1 834-*3<> ;  tutor 
in  Middlebury  College,  183rl-*38;  Congrega- 
tional pastor  in  Now  Haven,  1838-46  ;  profes- 
sor of  rhetoric  and  English  literature  in  Middle- 
bury  College;  member  of  Congress  since  1849, 
(1853.)  [See  extract  of  speech  of  Hon.  Jas. 
Meacham,  Vol.  L,  p.  63.] 

Henry  Hall,  born  in  Rutland  1814;  was 
a  teacher  in  Reisterstown.  Md.,  1835-36  ;  read 
law  in  Rutland  with  E.  L.  Ormsbee,  Esq.,  1S36 
-39,  since  which  he  has  practised  in  Rutland  ; 
register  of  probate  for  the  district  of  Rutland 
since  '40 — resides  in  Rutland. 

1835.— Samuel  Rowley  Thrall,  born  in 
Rutland,  Jan.  1,  1808  ;  fitted  at  West  Rutland 
Academy — was  a  teacher  in  Potsdam  Academy, 
N.  Y.,  1835-  36  ;  studied  at  Andover  Theolog- 
ical Sem.,  '36-38,  and  part  of  the  next  year; 
preached  in  Perkinsville  and  Wells  River,  Vt., 
1839-42;  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Wells  River,  '42-47  ;  preached  in 
Hubbardton  some  years  ;  is  now  (1853)  in  Cut- 
tingsville.    He  has  published  one  sermon. 

James  Davie  Butler  was  born  in  Rutland, 
March  15,  1815,  and  tit  ted  at  Wilbraharn  Acad- 
emy, Mass.  He  studied  at  New  Haven  Thoo. 
Sem.,  1836-37;  was  tutor  in  Middlebury  Col- 
lege 5  years;  graduated  at  Andover  Theo.  Sem. 
1840 ;  was  Abbot  resident  at  Andover  some 
time ;  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  June,  '42  to 
December,  '43 ;  preached  in  various  places — 
was  professor  of  languages  and  English  litera- 
ture in  Norwich  University  till  '47,  then  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  at  Wells  River 
till  '51;  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  '5l-'52;  in  1853, 
pastor  in  Cincinnati,  O. — has  published  two  or 
three  addresses.  [See  Autobiographic  Sketch, 
with  pooms,  page  1105  ] 

1837.— Henry  Page,  born  in  Rutland  June 
27,  1817  ;  became  a  merchant  in  '47  ;  resided 
in  Woodbury,  111. 

Henry  Aaron*  Sheldon,  born  in  Rutland, 
1816;  ntrod  at  West  Rutland  and  Castleton 
Academies;  was  a  teacher  in  Virginia  two  or 
three  years — in  North  Carolina  about  7  years; 
was  a  lumber  mercuant  in  Now  York  till  '49, 
when  ho  removed  to  California. 

1S38. — Ceorge  Fitch  Ruggles,  from  Rut- 


1064 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


laud  not  long  since  (1853) — engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits  in  Boston,  Mass. 

1840. — George  Page,  born  in  Rutland  May 
29,  1820  ;  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Yale 
College,  '43  ;  has  practised  in  Rutland,  in  Cov- 
ington, Ky.,  and  in  Crown  Point,  N.  Y. 

1S4l\ — Erer  Douglas  Monger,  born  invest  j 
Rutland,  Aug.  24.  1818;  was  a  teacher  in 
Shoreham  and  Castleton,  '42-46  ;  then  tutor  in 
Middlebury  College  til!  his  death  in  West  Rut- 
land, Aug  18,  '47.  He  had  commenced  read- 
ing medicine. 

]  842. — Henry  W  ATKINS,  born  in  West  Rut- 
land ;  fitted  at  the  Academy  iu  that  place; 
was  teacher  in  St.  Lawrence  Academy,  Pots- 
dam, N.  Y.,  1842-'45;  read  law  with  H.  L. 
Knowles,  Esq.;  is  engaged  ('53)  in  the  furnace 
business  and  in  trade,  in  Potsdam,  N.  Y. 

1847 — Daxiel  Daxks  Gorham,  born  in 
West  Rutland,  1819;  fitted  at  Castleton  Sem- 
inary; was  preceptor  of  Champlain  Academy, 
N  Y.,  '47-50  ;  since  then  ('53)  of  Malone,  N.Y. 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  PUBLICATIONS  OF  RUTLAND 
COUNTY. 
BY  HIRAM  M.  3JOTT. 

It  is  my  province  to  deal  with  the  local  press, 
or  that  portion  which  the  people  of  Rutland 
county  support  and  have  supported  within  their 
history.  The  newspapers  and  publications  of 
Rutland  county  are  as  numerous  as  could  be 
found  anywhere,  supported  by  an  equal  popula- 
tion, and  their  quality  is  seldom  suq)assed  in 
New  England,  even  in  more  populous  and 
wealthy  sections.  Some  of  her  older  editors 
and  authors  have  been  men  of  uncommon  abil- 
ity, ranking  high  among  their  fellows,  and  have 
occupied  positions  of  importance  in  the  State. 
Most  of  her  publications  have  been  self-sustain- 
ing,— to  the  credit  of  the  county  be  it  said, — 
and  all  of  them  at  present  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 

Newspapers  have  been  issued  from  5  towns  : 
Rutland,  Brandon,  Poultney,  Castleton  and 
Fairhaven.  In  Castleton  and  Fairhaven  there 
are  none  at  present  In  Brandon  and  Poultney 
there  is  one,  each — both  weekly.  In  Rutland 
there  are  two,  both  of  which  are  daily  and 
weekly. 

RUTLAND  NEWSPAPERS. 

"  The  Herald  of  Vermont ;  or,  Rutland  Cour- 
ier," was  first  issued  June  18,  1792,  and  was 
the  first  paper  in  Rutland.  Anthony  Haswell 
was  editor  and  proprietor.  It  lived  but  three 
mouths,  when  its  office  was  burned. 

"  Tho  Farmer's  Library"  was  commenced  in 


1773,  and  continued  nearly  two  years,  during 
which  time  Matthew  Lyon  of  Fairhaven,  was 
proprietor. 

The  "  Rutland  Herald"  was  started  Dec.  8, 
1794 — being  but  a  continuation  of  'The  Farm- 
ers' Library,  Judge  Samuel  Williams  and  Rev. 
j  Samuel  Williams.  LL.  D.,  having  purchased  the 
establishment — and  this  paper  still  exists.  The 
Williamses  published  the  paper  for  several 
years,  after  which  the  publishers  were  :  William 
Fay,  Fay  <fc  Davison,  Fay,  Davison  &  Burt.  Eph- 
raim  Maxham,  and  Fay,  Brown  &  Co.,  until  '39, 
when  Maj.  Fay  died.  After  that  the  publishers 
were  Horace  T.  White,  White  &  Guernsey, .Geo. 
H.,Beaman,  L.  Barney,  and  Chauncey  H.  Hay- 
den,  till  it  became  the  property  of  the  family  of 
the  present  proprietor.  The  proprietors  have 
since  been,  G.  A.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  Tuttle  &  Gay,  Tut- 
tle,  Gay  &  Co.,  Tuttle  &  Co.,  Tuttle  &  Redmgton, 
Albert  H.  Tuttle;  and  at  present  (1875)  the 
Herald  Association,  (composed  of  Albert  H. 
Tuttle  and  Rev.  S.  B.  Pettcngill.)  the  la*er 
having  been  proprietors  since  '74. 

The  Daily  Herald  was  first  issue  1  April  29, 
1861,  and  is  yet  published.    The  Weekly  Her- 
ald is  now  the  oldest  paper*  in  Vermont,  as 
j  well  as  one  of  the  largest  and  best,  and  claims 
an  extensive  circulation. 

The  Rutland  Daily  and  Weekly  Globe  was 
started  in  the  spring  of  1873,  by  a  corporation 
known  as  the  "  Globe  Paper  Company."  Hen- 
ry Clark,  Esq.,  has  been  managing  Editor  from 
the  beginning,  and  Chauncey  K.  Williams  Ed- 
itor-in-chief, nearly  since  its  commencement. 
Though  young  in  years,  it  has  met  with  encour- 
aging success,  having  a  large  monied  backing, 
and  earnest  friends  iu  different  parts  of  the 
county.  It  is  of  about  the  same  size  as  the 
Herald,  reaching  a  good  circulation. 

George  A.  Tuttle,  in  his  address  at  the  Rut- 
land Centennial  celebration,  October  5,  1870, 
from  which  some  of  my  facts  regarding  Rutland 
newspapers  are  taken,  says  that  "  The  other 
papers  have  been,  the  'Union  Whig,'  first  issued 
in  1849,  and  published  for  about  two  years; 
the  '  Rutland  Courier,'!  first  issued  Aug.  14,  '57, 
by  John  Cain,  and  continued  to  today;  the 
1  Rutland  Independent,'^  commenced  July,  '66, 
and  still  continued.  There  have  also  been  pub- 
lished at  various  times,  and  for  short  periods, 
the  '  Rural  Magazine,'  a  literary  publication  ; 

*  Except,  perhaps,  the  Bonnington  Gazette. 

f  Merirrd  into  the  Rutland  Globe,  with  tho  Independ- 
ent, in  the  spring  of  1873. 

X  Merged  into  tho  Rutland  Globe,  with  tho  Courier, 
iu  the  spring  of  1S73. 
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the  '  Vermont  Courier,'  the  '  Vermont  Farmer,' 
the  k  Guard  of  American  Liberty,'  '  What's  the 
News?'  and  several  other  papers  of  minor  im- 
portance." 

RUTLAND  MARBLE  INTERESTS. 

A  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  MARBLE — WHAT  IT  IS 
AND  ITS  CHARACTERISTICS — THE  GREAT  BELT 
OF    METAJIORPHIC    ROCKS     THROUGH     VER  } 
MONT  ;    A  SKETCH    OF  THE  VARIOUS  MARBLE  I 
COMPANIES   OF  RUTLAND  ;   A    STATEMENT  OF 
THEIR  PRODUCTIVENESS.      ORIGINALLY  PRE- 
PARED FOR  AND  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  RUTLAND  I 
HERALD  J    REVISED  AND  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE 
"  GAZETTEER," 

BY  L.  W.  REDINGTON  ESQ. 

Fortunate  it  is  for  Rutland  that  within  her 
limits  are  situated  so  many  extensive  marble 
vorks,  mills  and  quarries.  The  marble  interest 
has  accomplished  a  great  deal  towards  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Rutland  and  Rutland 
county  ;  the  marble  interest  has  extended  the 
reputation  of  this  section  of  Vermont  through- 
out the  country :  the  marble  interest  has  brought 
capital,  labor,  and  increased  productiveness, 
into  the  county :  hence  the  citizens  of  Rutland 
cannot  too  highly  appreciate,  nor  too  superla- 
tively value  the  importance  of  the  marble  works, 
mills,  and  quarries  that  are  situated  in  their 
midst,  aud  are  performing  such  an  important 
part  in  developing  and  increasing  the  resources 
and  wealth  of  Rutland. 

A  few  years  ago,  comparatively  speaking, 
there  was  no  material  difference  in  the  popula- 
tion and  prospects,  respectively,  of  Rutland  aad 
Burlington.  Rutland  was  more  centrally,  and 
therefore,  advantageously  located  ;  yet  Burling- 
ton had  some  enterprising  msn  in  her  midst, 
and  most  important  of  all,  Lake  Champlain  at 
her  doors.  Fortunate  circumstances,  natural 
capabilities  for  certain  specialties,  and  some 
enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  has 
made  Burlington  what  she  is  to-day,  aud  enabled 
her  to  outstrip  Rutland  in  the  race  for  priority. 
And  yet  Rutland  is  not  so  far  behind  as  might 
be  supposed  from  a  comparison  of  the  statistics 
aud  records  of  both  towns,  for  Burlington  has, 
to  a  great  extent,  a  floating  population — espe- 
cially connected  with  her  lumbering  interests. 
Her  public  buildings  and  private  residences  are 
not  superior  to  those  of  Rutland,  and  a  com- 
parison as  to  the  wealth  of  the  two  towns 
would  not  result  unfavorably  for  Rutland. 

And  now,  this  being  so,  it  but  requires  an 
increased  interest,  on  the  part  of  our  citizens, 
in  the  development  of  our  resources,  in  the 
inauguration  of  manufacturing  enterprises,  es- 
pecially in  the  extension  of  our  railroad  facilities, 


and  in  the  prosperity  of  our  marble  interests, 
to  make  Rutland  the  first  town  in  the  Sta!-e. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  and  said  about 
marble.  We  do  not  propose  in  this  article  to 
enter  into  a  lengthy,  elaborate  and  scientific 
description  of  marble,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  found  in  its  various  geological  formations  ; 
but  simply  to  make  a  few  explanatory  remarks 
about  the  different  kinds  of  marble,  its  charac- 
teristics, &c,  before  we  enter  upon  a  description 
of  the  marble  pertaining  to  Rutland,  and  what 
is  being  done  here  in  the  matter  of  annual 
productiveness. 

Marble. — "  Generally,  any  limestone  that 
«an  be  obtained  in  large,  sound  blocks,  and  ;s 
susceptible  of  a  good  polish,  is  marble ;  and  the 
oaly  marble  that  is  not  limestone  is  the  ser- 
pentine and  the  verd  antique." 

Marble  is  composed  of  carbonate  of  lime  ;  its 
specific  gravity  is  something  more  than  2.7, 
and  a  cubic  foot  will  weigh  about  180  pounds. 
It  is  not  a  hard  substance,  and  therefore  fur- 
nishes an  easy  surface  for  the  chisel  and  mallet. 
The  variability  of  marble  is  great,  as  regards 
its  color  and  contexture,  though  its  composi- 
tion is  essentially  the  same.  When  it  is  found 
in  the  palaeozoic  formations,  "  it  resembles  a 
sedimentary  rock ;  its  colors  are  also  variegated, 
and  it  is  sometimes  of  brecciated  structure. 
When  found  in  the  azoic  group  it  is  to  a  great 
degree  a  pure  white  kind  of  limestone,  haviug 
a  chrystaline  granular  texture,  with  the  appear- 
ance of  loaf  sugar  when  broken,  and  when  of 
fine  texture  is  mostly  used  for  statuary. 

Marble  is  generally  classified  as  follows:  1. 
The  simple  or  single  colored  marble.  2.  The 
variegated.  3.  The  brecciated.  4.  The  luma- 
chella,  or  fossil iferous.  The  simple  or  white 
marble  and  the  variegated  are  what  especially 
pertain  to  Rutland  and  vicinity,  and  the  great 
belt  of  metamorphic  rocks  through  this  State, 
furnishes  numerous  places  for  the  working  of 
white  marbles.  "  The  quarries  of  Rutland  fur- 
nish marble  of  exceedingly  delicate  texture 
and  purity  of  whiteness,  and  the  blocks  are 
large  and  sound,  and  quke  as  beautiful  as  the 
statuary  marble  of  Carrara." 

The  variegated  marble  is  also  very  popular. 
It  is  characterized  by  its  veins,  spots,  etc.  This 
and  the  brecciated  frequently  commingle  or  run 
together,  so  that  no  distinction  can  bo  made. 
Beautiful  specimens  of  the  variegated  or  brec- 
ciated marble  are  now  found  in  Vermont;  and 
our  State  and  town  furnish  the  most  beautiful 
marble  of  this  class  of  any  locality  in  America. 

The  first  opeuiug  in  the  liue  of  the  Rutland 
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quarries  was  made  in  1840,  by  Wm.  F.  Barnes. 
Previous  to  this  Jacktnan  and  Sherman  had 
opened  what  was  called  the  Blanchard  quarry, 
south  of  the  Rutland  quarries,  which  was  soon 
after  abandoned.  The  discovery  of  marble  in 
Rutland  date3  back  to  the  early  settlement  of 
the  surrounding  country,  but  it  was  only  taken 
off  from  the  surface  in  small  pieces  when  first 
worked.  The  quarrying  of  marble  dates  forward 
from  the  opening  made  by  Barnes.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  principal  firms,  most  of  whom 
are  at  present  working  extensive 

QUARRIES  IN  RUTLAND  COUNTY. 

Brandon  Statuary  Marble  Company,  Brandon  ; 
George  E.  Hall,  Pittsibrd ;  Pittsford  Quarry 
Marble  Company;  Flint,  Johnson  &  Co.,  (Eure- 
ka Marble  Company,)  Rutland ;  Sutherland 
Falls  Marble  Company,  S.  Falls;  John  Adair, 
and  Montague  &,  Adair,  Wallingford  ;  Gilson, 
Clement  &  Woodtin,  Rutland  Marble  Coompany, 
Sheldons  &  Slason,  Sherman.  Adam.<  &,  Williams, 
Pierce  &  Co.,  (Manhattan,)  W.  Rutland  ;  Clem- 
ent &  Son,  Centre;  Ripley  Sons,  (supplied  by 
Rutland  Marble  Company) ;  Columbian  Marble 
Company,  Rutland. 

The  following  Quarries  were  once  worked, 
but  have  been  abandoned : 

American  Marble  Company,  Green  Mountain 
do.,  and  Old  Hyde  Quarry  do,  TV.  Rutland. 

These  Quarries  are  situated  south-west  of  the 
Rutland  Quarries.  They  were  abandoned  on 
account  of  the  unsoundness  of  the  marble.  A 
description  of  all  the  above  mentioned  quarries 
cannot  now  be  given,  but  only  of  those  which 
are  situated  in  the  town  of  Rutland.  We  will 
first  mention  and  describe  the  works  of  the 

COLUMBIAN  MARBLE  COMPANY, 

^hieh  are  situated  just  west  of  East  Creek,  a 
short  distance  past  the  West  Street  railroad 
crossing.  The  marble  that  is  produced  and  sold 
by  this  company  is  classified  as  the  variegated, 
or  clouded  marble.  It  is  beautifully  veined  and 
striated,  and  is  annually  increasing  in  public  fa- 
vor and  popularity. 

The  officers  of  this  company  are :  president, 
Dr.  Gordon,  Plymouth,  Mass.;  superintendent,  L. 
Young;  treasurer,  R.  Barrett,  both  of  Rutland. 

The  Quarry. — The  quarry  belonging  to  this 
company  was  opened  about  five  years  ago.  It 
was  originally  opened  by  the  North  Rutland 
Marble  Company,  and  was  sold  by  the  latter  to 
the  Columbian  Marble  Company,  about  twenty 
months  ago.  It  is  situated  at  Humphrey's  Cove, 
one  mile  this  side  of  Sutherland  Falls.  The 
dip  of  tho  quarry  is  at  an  angle  of  4.0  degrees, 


but  will  probably  vary  after  further  boring. 
As  far  as  this  company  have  bored,  they  have 
found  a  total  of  98  feet  in  one  vein  of  marble, 
the  classification  of  the  latter  being  as  follows  : 
36  feet  of  light  clouded  monumental  marble; 
24  feet  of  light  clouded  building  marble;  38 
feet  of  dark  variegated  marble. 

Fourteen  feet  of  the  dark  variegated,  and  23 
feet  of  the  light  clouded  monumental  marble 
has  not  yet  been  worked.  In  the  quarry  two 
diamond  channeling  machines  and  one  gadding 
machine  are  used.  Some  beautiful  specimens 
of  marble  are  produced  from  this  quarry — es- 
pecially pertaining  to  the  colored  or  variegated 
marble — which  is  exquisitely  veined,  shaded 
and  spotted.  The  dark  marble  from  this  quar- 
ry is  used  largely  for  inside  finish,  for  pedestals, 
statuary,  mantles  and  wainscoting.  It  can  be 
classified,  generally,  as  •'  fancy  marble." 

The  cost  of  carting  the  marble  from  the  quar- 
ry to  the  mill  is  50  cents  per  ton. 

The  Mill  is  a  substantial  looking  structure, 
and  contains  nine  gangs  of  saws — Merri man's 
patent — which  are  kept  running  night  and  day. 
The  marble  is  sawed  by  feeding  smooth  iron 
saws  with  sand  and  water.  The  water,  which, 
with  the  sand,  feeds  the  saws,  is  pumped  up 
from  the  creek  in  the  vicinity.  The  mill  is 
driven  by  one  of  Brown's  80  horse  power  en- 
gines, from  Fitchburg.  Mass. 

Men  employed — This  company  employs 
about  10  men  around  their  quarry  and  mill. 

Production. — The  production  per  annum  in 
something  over  25,000  cubic  feet,  or  150,000 
feet,  superficial  measure.  2  inches  in  thickness. 
The  marble  works  of  Ripley  Sons  are  among 
the  oldest  in  Rutland.  It  was  29  years  ago  that 
the  first  firm  of  Wm.  Y.  Ripley  and  Wm.  F. 
Barnes  was  started.  This  was  changed  to  Wm, 
Y.  Ripley,  and  this  was  followed  by  Ripley  and 
Son ;  and  then,  at  the  close  of  rhe  war,  tho 
senior  partner  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  firm  of  William  Y.  W.  Ripley  and  Ed- 
ward II.  Ripley,  under  tho  firm  of  Ripley  Sous. 
Thkir  marble  is  supplied  to  them  from  the 
property  of  the  "  Rutland  Marblo  Company." 
under  contract  originally  made  with  Wm.  F. 
Barnes,  in  1850. 

Thk  mills. — Connected  with  this  company 
are  two  mills  propelled  by  water — one  known 
as  the  ''north  mill,"  built  in  1344,  and  one  ot 
tho  oldest  mills  in  Rutland — and  the  other  tho 
"south  mill,"  built  in  1352. 

The  first  mill  has  six  gangs,  and  is  run  by  a 
34  inch  Tyler  wheel.  The  south  mill  has  eight 
gangs,  and  is  run  by  two  over  shot  wheels. 
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The  latter  mill  is  now  being  rebuilt.  The  mills 
run  uight  and  day.  The  water  for  the  supply 
of  the  mills  is  brought  from  the  head  of  the 
rapids  by  a  canal  half  a  mile  in  length,  with 
a  fall  of  1 1  feet 

Employees. — There  are  23  men  employed 
about  the  mills  and  yard.  Five  men  have  been 
here  uninterruptedly  for  25  years.  Mr.  Wm. 
Kimball,  who  has  charge  of  the  Mendon  prop- 
erty, has  been  iu  the  employ  of  Mr.  Ripley  for 
the  past  37  years,  and  for  25  years  without  los- 
ing a  day. 

Production. — The  production  of  this  compa- 
ny amounts  to  about  25,000  cubic  feet,  or  150, 
000  feet  superficial  measure,  2  inches  in  thick- 
ness, per  annum.  Particular  attention  is  givea 
to  monumental  stock. 

A  short  distance  from  Ripley  A  Sons  is  the 
mill  of  Clejibnt  &  Sons.  This  firm  stands 
amongst  the  oldest.  The  mills  and  offices  are 
situated  in  Centre  Rutland,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lofty  railroad  bridge.  The  partners  are,  C. 
Clement,  of  Centre  Rutland,  and  W.  C.  Clem- 
ent and  Percival  W.  Clement,  of  Rutland.  The 
senior  partner  has  been  engaged  in  the  business 
at  this  place  for  the  past  22  years.  The  firm 
was,  originally,  Barnes,  Clement  A  Gilmore ; 
was  then  changed  to  Clement  &  Gilmore;  and, 
for  the  past  10  or  12  years  has  consisted  of  Clem- 
ent A  Sons.  The  quarry  is  situated  at  W.  Rut- 
land, adjoining  one  of  the  Rutland  Marble  Com- 
pany's quarries,  and  it  is  leased  from  the  latter 
company  by  Clement  A  Sons.  This  quarry  has 
been  opened  and  producing  marble  for  the  last 
5  years.  The  deposit  that  the  company  are 
now  working  is  35  feet  in  thickness,  and  con- 
sistaof  12  strata  or  layers.  The  angle  at  which 
they  are  quarrying  is  about  40  degrees.  The 
marble  obtained  from  this  quarry  can  be  simply 
classified  as  the  "  Rutland  marble,"  which  is 
well  known  throughout  the  country.  The 
Diamond  Channeling  Machine  is  used  in  the 
quarry. 

The  cost  of  transporting  marble  from  the 
quarry  to  the  mill,  in  Centre  Rutland,  is  60 
cents  per  ton.  The  sales  of  this  company  are 
mostly  in  thin  stuff  to  wholesale  dealers  in 
New  York.  The  mill,  in  Centre  Rutland,  is  a 
solid  structure,  and  coutains  16  gangs  of  saws 
— part  of  them  Merriman's  patent.  The  old  mill 
contained  12  gangs;  but  an  addition  was  made 
5  years  ago,  of  4  new  gangs.  The  mill  runs 
night  and  day,  and  is  propelled  by  water  power 
• — the  latter  having  a  fall  of  23  foot. 

Employees.— There  are  employed  about  the 
quarry  and  mill  from  75  to  100  men.  Several 


of  the  men  are  "old  stagers,"  having  been  with 
Mr.  Clement  for  22  years. 

Production'. — Clement  and  Sons  produce 
about  42,000  cubic  feet  per  annum,  or  250,000, 
superficial  measure,  2  inches  in  thickness. 

Sheldoxs  A  Slason*. — This 'firm  ranks  next  to 
Ripley  Sons  on  the  scale  of  ago.  The  firm  con- 
sists of  Charles  Sheldon  of  Rutland,  Charles  H. 
Slason  of  West  Rutland.  John  A.  Sheldon  of 
Rutland,  and  Charles  H.  Sheldon  of  West  Rut- 
land. The  senior  partner.  Charles  Sheldon,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  business  here  for  the  pa^t 
25  years.  The  firm  was  originally  Sheldon, 
Morgan  A  Co.,  and  then  Sheldon,  Morgan  & 
Slason  ;  and,  since  1S57,  Sheldons  A  Slason. 
The  quarries  are  under  the  supervision  of  Hi- 
ram A.  Smith,  who  has  been  with  the  company 
for  the  past  19  years.  The  mill  is  under  the 
superintendence  of  George  Washington  Free- 
man, who  has  retained  his  present  position  for 
20  years.  The  quarries  that  are  worked  by  this 
firm  are  4  in  number.  The  last  quarry  was 
opened  several  years  ago.  The  layers  in  this 
qaarry  dip  to  the  east,  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees 
at  the  surface.  The  marble  is  mostly  cut  by 
hand,  by  the  use  of  the  ball  drill.  The  marble 
taken  from  this  quarry  is  particularly  devoted 
to  mouumental  stock,  and  2,  3,  and  4  inch  head- 
stone. 

In  the  month  of  May  1873,  this  firm  shipped 
110  cars  of  marble,  which  is  a  remarkable 
shipment,  regarding  the  time  in  which  this 
quantity  was  shipped.  This  marble  of  courso 
comes  under  the  classification  of  "Rutland 
marble."  The  mill  is  substantially  built,  and 
is  situated  at  the  quarries.  Its  dimensions  are 
240  feet  by  80.  It  contains  24  gangs  of  saws, 
Merriman's  patent,  and  is  run  night  and  day. 
It  is  propelled  by  a  double  engine,  of  200  horse 
power,  manufactured  by  C.  H.  Brown  A  Co., 
of  Fitchburg,  and  engineered  by  E.  Shepard 
and  C.  J.  Lee.  Since  writing  the  above.  Shel- 
dons A  Slason  have  erected  a  now  mill,  adjoin- 
ing the  other,  which  contains  8  gangs  of  saws. 

This  firm  employ  2-5  men  iu  connection 
with  their  mills,  quarries,  work-shops  and  mar- 
ble yards.  Several  of  the  men  have  worked 
for  this  establishment  for  tho  last  23  years.  The 
production  of  this  company  varies  from  360, 
000  to  400,000  feet  per  annum,  superficial  meas- 
ure, 2  inches  in  thickness.  Connected  with  tho 
establishment,  and  situated  near  tho  mill,  is  the 
storo  of  11.  11.  Brown  A  Co.  Mr.  Brown  had 
been  located  in  tho  same  place  for  tho  past  IS 
years.  The  sales  la.st  year  amounted  to  $80,000, 

Adjoining  Sheldons  A  Slason  are  tho  works 
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of  Gilson,  Clement  &  Woodfin.  This  firm  con- 
sists of  W.  Clement,  E.  P.  Gilson,  of  Centre 
Rutland,  and  John  Woodfin.  This  property  was 
formerly  owned  by  Adams  &  Allen,  of  Fairha- 
ven.  The  quarry  adjoins  that  of  the  Rutland 
Warble  Co.  It  was  opened  15  years  ago  by 
Adams  &  Allen,  of  Fairhaven.  The  dip  of  the 
quarry  varies:  it  has  been  perpendicular,  but 
has,  at  present  an  angle  of  45  degrees.  This 
company  do  not  themselves  work  the  quarry, 
but  have  a  contract  with  the  41  Sullivan  Machine 
Co.,"  of  Clarernont  X.  H.,  to  cut  for  them  for  a 
number  of  years.  One  Wardwell  machine  and 
two  gadding  machines,  manufactured  by  said 
Company,  are  used  in  the  quarry. 

The  mill  is  substantially  built,  and  contains 
8  gangs  of  saws — Merriman's  patent — which 
are  propelled  by  steam,  by  one  of  Brown's  en- 
gines, of  Fitchburg,  having  a  capacity  of  80 
horse  power  and  running  night  and  day.  There 
are  in  all  80  men  employed  about  the  mills, 
quarry,  sales  room  and  marble  yard.  The  sales 
of  this  firm  are  more  particularly  of  monumental 
marble,  and  special  attention  is  given  to  the 
same.  The  production,  per  annum,  amounts  to 
about  40.000  cubic  feet,  or  210,000  feet  super- 
-ficial  measure,  2  inched  in  thickness. 

The  Rutland  Marble  Co. — This  company 
has  existed  for  about  10  years.  The  superin- 
tendent is  John  N.  Baxter,  Esq.,  of  Rutland. 
This  company  is  very  extensive  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments and  resources,  and  possesses  a  large 
area  of  marble  territory.  There  are  4  quarries 
worked  by  the  company.  Their  quality  of  mar- 
ble, of  course,  falls  under  the  general  head  of 
"  Rutland  Marble."  Eight  diamond  channeling 
machines  are  used  in  their  quarries,  and  3  of 
Ward  well's  machines.  The  marble  is  mostly 
worked  into  slabs,  and  the  principal  sales  of  the 
company  are  in  thin  stufi\  Several  other  firms 
are  bupplied  with  marblo  by  this  company,  un- 
der contract.  The  mill  is  a  solid  structure,  and 
coutaius  24  gangs  of  saws  (Merriman's  patent), 
running  night  and  d;iy.  Its  engine  was  made  | 
by  the  well-known  firm  of  (J.  H.  Brown  &  Co., 
of  Fitchburg.  It  has  a  capacity  of  200  horse 
power. 

In  connection  with  their  extensive  works 
in  West  Rutland,  this  company  have  also  a 
branch  mill,  of  8  gangs,  at  Salem,  New  York, 
known  as  the  Baxter  Manufacturing  Company. 
There  are  en. ployed  in  connection  with  the  mill 
and  quarries,  200  men.  The  products  of  this  ; 
company  aalOunt  to  about.  60,000  cubic  feet,  or 
360,000  feet,  superficial  measure,  -  inches  in 
thickness,  per  annum.    A  short  distuuee  above 


the  mill  of  the  Rutland  Marble  Co.,  is  situated 
the  quarry  of 

Sherman,  Adams  &  Williams.  The  firm 
consists  of  Carlos  Sherman,  B.  F.  Adams,  and 
S.  Williams,  all  of  Castleton.  Their  office  is 
situated  at  Castletorr  village;  their  quarry  at 
W.  Rutland  and  their  mills  at  Castleton  and 
Hydeville.  The  senior  partner  of  this  firm.  Mr. 
Sherman,  has  been  engaged  in  the  marble  busi- 
ness here  for  the  past  32  years.  It  was  in  ii>o3 
that  Moses  Jaekmau  aud  Smith  Sherman  made 
the  first  opening,  for  marble:  that  was  ever 
made,  to  any  great  extent,  in  Rutland.  This, 
their  crucial  experiment,  was  undertaken  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  quarries  which  are  now  known 
as  lying  on  the  "south  side  of  the  main  road." 
Afterwards,  Mr.  Carlos  Sherman  entered  into 
the  business,  and,  in  1857,  the  firm  of  "Sher- 
man, Holly  &  Adams,"  sprung  into  existence, 
which  was  changed,  iu  1802,  to  "Sherman.  Ad- 
ams &  Langdou,"  and,  in  1873,  the  present  firm 
of  "Sherman,  Adams  &  Williams,"  commenced. 
The  quarry  is  situated  in  W.  Rutland,  and  is 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  L.  B.  Smith.  It 
was  opened  in  185").  Five  diamond  channeling 
machines,  1  gadding  machine,  and  2  cutting 
machines  are  used  in  this  quarry.  The  miKs 
in  Castleton  and  Hydeville  contain  24  gangs  of 
saws,  Merriman's  patent  From  100  to  123, 
men  are  employed  about  the  mills.  Their  an- 
nual production  amounts  to  50,000  cubic  feet, 
or  300,000  feet,  superficial  measure.  2  inches  in 
thickness.  North  of  Sherman,  Adams  &  Wil- 
liams' quarry  are  the  mill  and  quarries  of 

Nathan  Pierce,  of  Rutland.  This  estab- 
lishment was  formerly  owned  by  the  Manhat- 
tan Marble  Co.,  and  was  purchased  about  a  year 
ago  from  the  latter  by  Mr  Pierce,  who  owned 
considerable  of  the  original  Manhattan  stock. 
This  quarry  and  mill  is  just  getting  into  run- 
ning order,  hence  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  full 
report  of  its  pre.-ent  capabilities,  etc  Two  quar- 
ries have  been  opened,  though  but  1  is  at  pres- 
ent worked.  The  Wardwell  cutting  nM?"' 
used,  and  considerable  is  cut  v 
ball  drill     The  mill  or  •  ouws, 

propelled  by  a  60     *  -j  -gme,  made  by 

the  Corliss  Kngii-  A  Providence,  R.  L  It 
runs  night  and 

THE  SUTH        iNfl  FALLS  MARBLE  CO. 

The  quarrif  iUills  that  are  being  worked 
by  this  con-  ire  among  the  oldest  in 
land.  Th.  »o  from  their  quarry  fulls  under 
the  gene?  J  of  clouded  marble,  and  vuri«  s 
from  a  i  ;  3d)t  color  to  their  dirk  luouruitttf, 
vein.  light  and  dark  mourn  ujj  u-itisurt) 
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very  popular  and  hence  the;r  sales  are  very  ex- 
tensive, in  this  quality  of  marble.  They  em- 
ploy about  130  men.  The  officers  of  the  com- 
pany are:  President,  John  B.  Page  ;  Secretary 
E.  M.  Sayre ;  Treasurer  and  Manager,  R. 
Proctor.  Several  quarries  are  being  worked  by 
the  company.  The  oldest  quarry  was  opened 
37  years  ago.  In  the  quarries,  1  diamond 
channeling  machine,  6  Wardwells,  and  2  gad- 
ding machines  are  used.  There  are  2  mills, 
the  upper  and  the  lower.  They  contain  24 
gangs  of  saws,  all  but  4  of  them  Merriman's 
patent.  The  mills  are  propelled  by  water,  and 
run  night  and  .day.  Their  annual  production 
amounts  to  about  60,000  cubic  feet,  or  360,000, 
2  inch,  superficial  measure.  This  company  also 
saw  about  15,000  cubic  feet  per  annum  of 
♦'Rutland  Marble,"  for  Parker,  Gilson  &  Dewey. 
The  Eureka  Marble  Co.'i  works  are  situated 
at  what  is  known  as  the  "  double  road  crossing," 
2  miles  north  of  Centre  Rutland.  This  compa- 
ny has  existed  for  about  3  years.  Its  officers 
are  :  President  and  Manager,  Wyman  Flint  of 
Bellows  Falls:  Treasurer,  G.  H  Babbitt.  The 
marble  produced  here  is  classified'as  the  light 
clouded  marble,  very  fine  and  beautiful.  Some 
specimens  are  exquisitely  veined  and  shaded, 
and  marked  with  many  graceful  lines  of  light 
and  dark  blue.  The  company  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  new  one.  They  employ  about  20 
men  The  quarry  is  near  the  mill;  it  was 
opened  7  years  ago.  Two  diamond  drilling  ma- 
chines and  1  gaddmg  machine  are  used.  The 
mill  contains  8  gangs  of  saws,  Merriman's  pa- 
tent, and  is  run  by  day,  but  not  at  night,  by  a 
Ryder  engine  of  100  horse  power.  The  pro- 
duction amounts  to  15,000  or  20,000  cubic  feet 
per  annum,  or  90,000  to  120,000  feet, superfi- 
cial measure.  2  inches  in  thickness. 

"The  Columbian,"  4kThe  Sutherland  Falls," 
and  "  TheEureka"marbie  companies,  produce 
what  is  known  as  the  variegated^  or  colored  > 
marble.    Their  quarries,  however,  are  probably  \ 
not  on  the  same  vein:  consequently  the  color,  ; 
veins,  striation  and  variegation  of  their  marble 
differs  considerably.     The  rest  of  the  compa-  i 
nies,  mentioned  in  this  article,  work  and  pro-  < 
duce,  from  the  same  vein,  the  "  Rutland  marble."  ; 

We  have  thus  given  a  lu>i  of  the  marble  com-  t 
panies  of  the  county,  and  a  description  of  those  < 
of  the  town  of  Rutland.  From  the  amount  of  t 
the  respective  annual  productions  of  the  latter,  j 
a  rough  computation  can  be  made  of  the  amount  c 
of  their  annual  sales,  which  probably  exceeds  1 
$1,000,000,  by  a  considerable  amount.  The  I 
importance  of  the  marble  interest  to  the  town  e 


of  Rutland  will  at  once  be  recognized.  Such 
and  similar  interests  as  these  are  what  build  up  a 
town  and  increase  the  wealth  of  its  inhabitants. 

HISTORICAL  INCIDENTS. 
ACCOUNT   OF  THE  MURDER  OF  JOSEPH  GREEN", 
a  young  merchant  of  Rutland,  by  James  Anthony,  a 
hatter,  and  of  attendant  circumstances,  as  remember- 
ed (after  the  lapse  of  about  62  years)  by  Simeon  IbS, 

As  nearly  as  I  can  fix  the  date,  I  will  state, 
that  it  was  early  in  February,  1814,  that  Mr. 
Green  had  made  his  usual  preparations  for  a 
trip  to  Boston  to  purchase  more  goods.  The 
stage,  by  which  he  was  to  take  passage,  at  that 
day  left  Rutland  very  early — say  at  three  or 
four  o'clock — in  the  morning  •  and  he,  as  was 
customary  with  business  men  of  that  village, 
at  about  9  o'clock  of  the  evening,  took  leave 
of  his  family,  with  his  vali3e  in  hand,  and,  for 
those  times,  a  large  sum  of  money  in  his  pock- 
et-book,— left  his  house  to  take  lodgings  at  the 
hotel  from  which  the  stage  started,  so  that  he 
could  sleep  undisturbed  till  near  the  hour  of 
starting  in  the  morning.  From  what  afterward 
appeared  in  evidence  at  the  trial  of  Anthony, 
it  was  supposed  that  on  his  way  to  the  stage- 
house  Green  called  upon  him  at  his  hat-shop, 
and  was  there  killed,  stripped  of  his  clothing 
and  money,  and  bis  body  concealed  under  a 
wood -pile  in  the  back  part  of  the  shop. 

I  have  the  impression  that  it  was  late  in  the 
following  morning  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Green 
ascertained  that  he  had  not  taken  the  stage  for 
Boston  ;  and  later,  before  they  had  reason  to 
suspect  that  he  had  met  with  "  foul  play."  Ie 
was  stated  that  Mrs.  Green  met  Anthony  on  the 
street  between  8  and  9  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  that  he  pleasantly  saluted  her  with — 
"Good  morning,  Mrs.  Green."  and  inquired  as 
to  the  health  of  her  husband  and  the  little  ones. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Mr.  Green 
had  not  left  in  the  early  morning's  stage,  the 
excitement  among  the  villagers  became  very 
great.  I  cannot  distinctly  call  to  mind  the 
particular  circumstances  which  led  them  to  sus- 
pect Anthony.  A  contemporary  and  compan- 
ion of  those  early  days,  whom  I  have  consult- 
ed— then  and  still  a  resident  of  Rutland — write* 
mo  that  he  thinks  "  it  was  several  days  after 
the  murder,  before  the  body  [of  Mr.  G.]  was 
discovered."  He  says  further:  "I  can  state 
from  my  own  recollection,  that  Anthony's  face 
showed  evidence  of  his  having  had  a  severe 
contest  with  some  one  ;  and  Mr.  James  D.  But- 
ler inquired  of  him  how  his  face  became  so 
bruised?  Anthony  replied,  that  he  slept  up- 
stairs iu  his  shop-  was  thirsty  in  the  night,  and 
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in  coming  down  stairs  fell  and  bruised  his  face. 
Mr.  Butler  was  not  satisfied  with  this  explana- 
tion. Elder  McCuller  was  in  Anthony 's  shop 
while  Mr.  Butler  was  making  these  inquiries 
of  Anthony,  and  ran  his  cane  into  a  pile  of 
wood  under  the  stairs,  and  feeling  something 
unusual  there,  requested  to  have  the  wood  re- 
moved. It  was  removed — there  the  body  of 
Green  was  found,  and  Anthony  was  immedi- 
ately taken  into  the  custody  of  keepers.''  *  *  * 
"  Soon  after  the  body  was  discovered,  his  pock- 
et-book, and  all  his  money,  were  found  in  his 
.own  house,  which  led  to  the  suspicion  that  An- 
thony had  an  accomplice  in  the  deed.  Anthony 
made  a  particular  statement  of  the  matter, 
which  he  delivered  to  Maj.  Osgood:  which 
statement  was  never  made  public — it  was  con- 
jectured by  many — on  account  of  the  charges 
it  contained  of  the  complicity  of  two  other  per- 
sons in  the  murder — one  of  whom,  by  the  name 
of  Warner,  a  shoenir.ker,  was  arrested;  but  no 
evidence  was  lound  against  him,  and  he  was 
discharged." 

In  my  d:ary,  kept  while  I  was  an  operative 
in  the  office  of  the  Rutland  Herald,  I  find 
the  following  entry,  under  date  of  March  4 
1814:  "  This  day  witnessed  the  trial  of  James 
Anthony  for  the  murder  of  Joseph  Green,  both 
inhabitants  of  this  village.  The  number  of 
spectators  who  attended  was  immense.  The 
accused  having  heard  the  indictment  read,  plead 
not  guilt]/.  The  Jury,  after  hearing  the  evi- 
dence against  him,  and  Judge  Chipman's  charge 
— having  left  the  Court  but  a  few  minutes — re- 
turned with  a  verdict  of  Guilty." 

And  further  on  in  my  said  diary,  I  find 
writteu  as  follows:  "  April  14,  1814.  This 
day  attended  the  execution  of  a  dead  man! — 
The  assemblage  to  witness  the  execution  of 
James  Anthony  was  unprecedented  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  The  village  was  literally  filled. 
I  was  called  out  to  do  military  duty  on  the  oc- 
casion. About  noon  we  were  marched  from 
the  Green  [now  called  the  M  Common, ']  to  the 
place  of  execution,  [in  the  meadow,  one  or  two 
hundred  rods  X.  W,  of  the  old  original  framed 
meetinghouse — in  which,  on  a  very  cold  winter- 
day,  that  year,  I  once  heard  Parson  Haynes, 
in  his  high-coilar'd  over-coat  and  striped  wool- 
len mittens,  preach  one  of  his  evangelical  ser- 
mons, to  a  large  congregation,  warmed  only  by 
the  preacher's  eloquence,  and  here  and  there  a 
lady's  foot  stove] — where  the  gallows  was  erect- 
ed and  the  same  exercises  were  performed  that 
would  have  been,  had  not  Anthony  hung  him- 
self." 


On  the  morning  of  the  day  fixed  for  b 
cution,  Anthony  hung  himself  in  jail  ;  and  the 
opinion  prevailing  at  that  day  was.  that  the 
deputy  Sheriff,  who  had  charge  of  hiair  was 
guilty  of  gross  neglect  of  duty — if  not  of  com- 
plicity with  the  felon,  iu  the  act  of  self-homi- 
cide. 

One  of  my  companions  of  those  early  daysT 
R.  R.  Thrall,  Esq.,  from  whose  note,  in  reply 
to  my  inquiries  the  foregoing  extracts  are  made, 
thinks  I  was  mistaken  in  my  memorandum  of 
April  14,  1814.  quoted  above,  relative  to  the 
'  hanging  of  a  dead  man.'  He  thinks  it  was  a 
live  dog  they  hung.  He  says :  "  The  town  ■was 
full  of  persons  [men,  women  and  children]  who 
had  assembled  to  view  the  execution.  They 
were  disappointed  :  but  some  persons  were  de- 
termined to  gratify  their  desire  to  see  an  exe- 
cution, and  they  hung  a  dog  upon  the  gallows.'' 

I  did  not  note  in  my  diary,  that  I  ha  I  szm 
a  dead  man  hung:  but  merely  attended,'' 
with  the  mass  of  humanity,  near  the  ph-.ee 
where  such  an  absurd  and  unseemly  net.  as  I 
then,  (and  those  around  me,)  supposed,  was  to 
have  been  (fficially  performed.  I  did  hoc  aeri- 
ally see  a  *'  dead  man"  or  a  live  or  deal  "  dog* 
hung  on  that  occasion.  1  had  been  legally 
warned  to  attend,  and  was  in  the  performance 
of  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  "  fioodweoi" 
militia,  and  was  kept,  as  I  desired  to  be  kept, 
at  a  respectful  distance  from  the  main  point  of 
attraction  ; — and,  from  that  day  to  this  I  have 
taken  greater  pains  to  keep  away  from,  than  io 
"witness"  the  execution  of  malefactors. 

November,  1875. 

HISTORICAL  INCIDENTS  OF  THIS  VI- 
CINITY* 

BY  HEXRT  HALL. 
CAPTURE  OF  A  SCOUTING  PARTY. 

In  May  1779,  a  scouting  party  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State,  consisting  of  Ephraim  Slo- 
vens commander,  Benj.  Stevens  Jr.,  Ehenezer 
Hopkins,  Jona.  Rowley,  Jr.,  all  of  Pittsford 
started  on  a  reconnoitering  expedition,  down. 
Lake  Champlain.  Having  procured  a  sk.:f 
they  rowed  down  the  western  shore,  discov- 
ering no  indication  of  the  enemy  the  first  day, 
except  hearing  one  Indian  whoop.  On  their 
return  the  next  day,  as  they  were  approach- 
ing a  point  of  land  on  the  western  shore, 
some  18  or  20  Indians,  Tories  and  British 
rose  up,  and  their  leader  called  on  the  a :  iu« 
ing  party  to  surrender.  Though  withia 
gun  shot,  Stevens  thundered  out  to  Lis  men 

*  Published  iu  tho  Rutland  Herald  io 
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to  turn  their  boat  and  row  for  their  lives  for 
the  eastern  shore.  The  hostile  party  imme- 
diately jumped  into  a  large  crazy  boat  and 
began  the  chase  with  a  running  fire  of  mus- 
ketry. The  fire  of  the  enemy  proving  harm- 
less for  asvhile,  our  party  hoped  by  their  al- 
most frenzied  efforts  to  escape  to  the  Ver- 
mont side, — but  at  length,  an  Indian  with  a 
long  rifle  was  seen  to  lay  down  on  the  boat 
and  take  deliberate  aim.  The  flash  of  the 
rifle  was  seen  and  young  Rowley  dropped 
his  oar,  and  fell,  shot  through  the  head, 
while  the  skiff,  now  propelled  by  but  one 
oar  quickly  whirled  around  and  our  little 
party  lay  at  the  mercy  of  their  pursuers. 

Rowley  was  scalped  and  thrown  into  the 
lake,  and  the  other  three  carried  as  prisoners 
to  Montreal. 

Ebenezer  Stevens,  a  young  man  of  extra- 
ordinary strength  and  activity  fell,  in  the 
division  of  the  captives,  to  the  share  of  the 
Indians.  Having  reached  the  St.  Lawrence, 
Stevens  and  his  captors  entered  a  boat  — as 
they  approached  the  shore  near  Montreal, 
Stevens  saw  a  party  of  savages  drawn  up  in 
two  lines  facing  each  other  with  a  narrow 
passage  between  them  extending  to  a  large 
stone  house  40  or  50  rods  distant — when  he 
Btepped  on  shore  he  was  attacked  by  them 
with  clubs  and  soon  knocked  down — holding 
his  arms  over  his  head  to  defend  himself  by 
his  great  strength  and  activity  he  soon  rose, 
when  a  young  squaw  pointed  to  the  house 
and  cried  "Run !  Run  !"  He  rushed  forward 
on  this  hint  and  soon  reached  the  house  with 
little  more  injury.  The  Indians  threw  away 
their  clubs  and  greeted  him  with  applause, 
and  kindness.  The  Indians  of  the  village, 
male  and  female,  were  soon  gathered  together 
and  prepared  for  the  carousal  usual  on  such 
occasions.  Some  of  the  females  first  took 
from  the  warriors  and  others  all  their  guns, 
tomahawks,  knives  and  other  weapons  and 
secreted  them.  Next  they  passed  round  the 
rum  in  abundance,  even  in  open  kettles 
— all  drank  freely  and  Stevens  was  urged  to 
partake  with  them.  He,  however,  drank  as 
little  as  possible,  being  determined  to  re- 
main sober  and  ready  as  far  as  possible,  for 
any  emergency,  u«ing  much  art  to  deceive 
them  as  to  the  quantity,  he  drank.  The  ca- 
rousal being  ended,  mon  of  the  party  retired, 
while  some  of  them  were  so  d'-eply  steeped 
in  the  debauch  that  they  had  fallen  fast 
asleep.    Stevens  slept  but    little.    Soon  as 


morning  came  he  was  up,  the  Indians  still 
asleep.  Suddenly  the  door  opened  and  an 
Indian  who  had  not  been  there  the  night  be- 
fore, entered  and  fixed  his  eyes  long  an  1 
keenly  on  Stevens.  Stevens  immediately 
recognized  this  Indian  as  one  of  a  party  that 
visited  Pittsford  before  the  war,  on  a  hun- 
ting expedition  and  one  with  whom  he  had 
there  had  some  quarrel  or  difficulty. 

This  Indian  soon  disappeared  and  imme- 
diately two  large  stout  Indians  came  and 
stood  in  the  door,  apparently  as  sentry. 
In  a  short  time  the  young  squaw  who  had 
befriended  Stevens  the  day  before  came  and 
stood  behind  these  two  with  looks  of  io'.eu;e 
sorrow  and  even  weeping — Stevens  says,  "3v 
this  time  I  made  up  my  mind  that  my  ol  1 
acquaintance,  on  Otter  Creek,  was  determined 
to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  me  by  a  cruel 
sacrifice  of  my  life  in  the  barbarous  manner 
the  Indians  are  sometimes  wont  to  do.  I 
determined  to  place  myself  in  the  hands  of  a 
less  dangerous  enemy  or  lose  my  life  in  the  at- 
tempt. I  looked  around  for  some  weapon 
but  saw  none  sufficient  to  use.  I  then 
thought  I  would  try  to  pass  the  two  Iniiaas 
in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner  as  if  I 
wanted  carelessly  to  view  the  premi-es. 
Slowly  and  awkwardly  I  approached  the 
door  but  one  of  the  Indians  sprang  forward, 
placed  his  hand  on  my  breast,  and  shoved 
me  back  into  the  room.  I  quietly  yielded 
to  his  push  and  made  as  though  I  was  ah^us 
to  resume  my  seat,  but  as  he  was  returning 
to  the  door  I  sprang  with  all  my  might  and 
threw  both  prostrate  on  the  ground,  I  flew 
like  lightning  through  the  door  an  i  the 
young  squaw  again  cried  "  Run  !  R-un  !  "  but 
I  need  no  urging  this  time.  In  the  midst  of 
my  speed  I  met  a  small  British  guard,  who 
had  in  custody  my  two  companions,  B. 
Stevens  and  E.  Hopkins.  I  pa-sed  them 
swiftly,  their  officer  hailed  me,  told  me  to  stop 
and  I  should  not  be  hurt.  I  first  intrnicl 
to  leave  them  all,  but  taking  into  view  all 
the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  I  conciu  i-d 
it  would  be  impossible  to  escape,  aul  h-ir.j; 
promised  that  I  should  receive  no  barm,  I 
returned  and  surrendered  to  them."  He 
and  his  companions  were  soon  taken  to  the 
British  garrison.  Here  he  was  visited  by  hia 
brother  Roger  Stevens  who  had  tame  1  £  v 
and  was  then  a  Captain  in  the  British  Ar- 
my. Roger  reproved  Ephraim  for  joining 
the  rebels,  and  disloyalty   to   the  King. 
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Ephraim  retorted,  accusing  Roger  of  desert- 
ing his  country  and  cursing  the  King. 
Roger  promised  Ephraim  the  liberty  of  the 
City  if  he  would  give  his  word  not  to  leave 
it.  Ephraim  spurned  the  offer  with  indigna- 
tion, and   the  three  captives  were  sent  to 


prison. 


Here  Ephraim  for  his 


of  the 


Americans  and  contemptuous  speaking  of  the 
Kin»  and  his  cause,  was  hand-cuffed  and  fet- 
tered. His  great  strength  enabled  himto 
break  the  ordinary  iron  fetters,  and  he  wags 


soon  loaded  down  with  heavy  irons  and  with  Tittle  late  of  Shoreham,  who  obtained  fro 


his  companions  put  on  board  a  vessel,  sent  to 
Quebeo,  and  there  thrown  into  a  dungeon. 

Their  keepers  supposing  them  safe  here, 
took  off  their  fetters.  They  soon  dug  their 
way  out  of  the  dungeon  and  eluding  the  vig- 
ilance of  the  sentinels  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
they  proceeded  up  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the 
ice,  .travelling  in  the  night  and  secreting 
themselves  by  day — suffering  keenly  with  cold 
and  hunger.  One  bitter  cold  night,  Ephriam 
being  a  little  in  advance  of  his  party,  fell 
through  the  ice. — He  immediately  reinstated 
himself  on  the  firm  ice  before  his  companions 
came  up,  but  completely  drenched  with  water 
which  aim  OS*  instantly  became  ice,  he  knew 
he  must  find  a  fire  before  morning  or  perish. 
This  was  etremely  difficult.  The  British  gov- 
ernment had  threatened  severe  punishment 
to  any  who  should  aid  any  escaping  prison- 
ers— but  there  was  no  other  alternative  but 
death. 

A  farm  house  not  far  distant  was  seen, 
Stevens  approached  it  alone,  knocked  for  ad- 
mission, the  inmates  were  asleep,  he  called, 
told  his  story,  after  much  importunity  and 
pleading  of  the  man's  wife,  he  was  admitted 
at  the  muzzle  of  a  gun,  a  fire  was  soon  made 
and  Stevens  relieve:!  of  his  sufferings. 
His  companions  soon  joined  him,  and  the 
next  night  they  proceeded  on  their  way. 
One  day  when  about  a  day's  journey  from 
Vermont,  they  missed  their  way,  and  fell  in 
with  some  British,  were  re-captured  and 
taken  back  to  their  prison  in  Quebec,  and 
there  remained  (their  fate  meanwhile  being 
unknown  in  Pittsford)  till  exchanged  June 
1732.  These  three  young  men  were  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Sawyer's  company,  and  received 
forty  shillings  per  month  for  the  time  of  their 
captivity. 

The  following  is  copied  from  a  certificate 
in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
State  of  Vermont,  Clarendon  Aug.  14,  1732. 


To  the  Pay  Table.  This  is  to  certify  that 
Benjamin  Stevens,  and  Ebenezer  Hopkins 
were  taken  prisoners,  while  in  the  State  ser- 
vice on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1779,  and  car- 
ried to  Canada  with  Ephraim  Stevens,  at  the 
same  time  lust  their  guns  and  accoutrements 
and  were  exchanged  on  the  9th  of  June  last. 
Thos.  Sawyer,  Capt." 

Ephraim  Stevens  was  the  third  son  of  Roger 
Stevens,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Pittsford, 
his  mother  was  a  sister  of  Col.  Ephraim  Doo- 


New  Hampshire,  the  charter  of  Pittsford. 
Ephraim  Stevens  was  in  the  campaign 
against  Canada  1775.  Soon  after  the  Revo- 
lution, he  went  lo  Leicester,  Addison 
County,  married,  and  soon  after  moved  into 
some  town  west  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
there  died  of  small  pox. 

Ebenezer  Hopkins  married  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  Mead — was  the  father  of  Rev. 
Josiah  Hopkins,  formerly  the  settled  minister 
in  New  Haven,  V t.,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
died  a  few  years  since  at  Crown  Point. 

Ben].  Stevens,  Jr.,  lived  many  years  on 
the  farm  in  Pittsford,  which  his  cousin  Rog- 
er Stevens  forfeited  by  becoming  a  tory  and 
died  in  Cornwall  June  15th  1815.* 

PITTSFORD  F0RT3. 

On  Burgoyne's  map  of  this  part  of  the 
State  in  1777,  a  Fort  is  represented  as  being 
west  of  Otter  Creek  about  due  east  of  Hub- 
bardton  battle  ground.  As  there  are  on  this 
map  no  lines  to  mark  the  division  of  town3, 
it  is  not  certain  where  the  Fort  intended  was 
actually  situated,  but  if  correctly  located  on 
the  map  it  would  appear  to  have  been  within 
the  present  township  of  Pittsford.  There  is 
however,  no  traditionary  or  record  evidence 
in  the  possession  of  the  writer  that  there 
ever  was  any  fort  within  this  county  pre- 
vious to  the  invasion  of  Burgoyne  or  at  any 
time  west  of  Otter  Creek  except  the  one  at 
Castleton.  The  first  fort  erected  in  Pitisford 
is  understood  to  have  been  made  by  the 
combined  voluntary  efforts  of  the  neighboring 
inhabitants  for  their  mutual  security  against 
the  sudden  attacks  of  roaming  parties  of 
Indians  and  British,  piloted  by  the  detestable 
renegade  Tories  familiar  with  every  road, 
by  path,  log  house  and  ambush  in  the  settle- 
ments.   It  is  supposed  to  have  been  buiit 

*  One  of  Col.  Thomas  Sawyers  soldiers  in  the  B.itll* 
of  Shelburn. — Ed. 
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soon  after  Burgoyne's  invasion — was  located 
on  land  lately  owned  by  the  late  Col.  Thomas 
Hammond  on  the  east  bank  of  Otter  Creek, 
whose  waters  passing  through  one  corner  of 
the  encdosure  abundantly  supplied  the  in- 
mates. It  was  built  of  hemlock  logs,  contained 
no  block  house — was  often  used  in  time  of 
alarm  as  a  lodging  place  for  the  families  in 
the  vicinity,  and  probably  contained  less  than 
an  acre  of  ground  within  its  walls.  It  receiv- 
ed the  name  of  Fort  Mott  from  Mr.  John 
Mott  who  often  acted  as  commander  of  those 
collected  within  it,  and  whose  sons  married 
the  sisters  of  a  gentleman  still  residing  in 
Pittsford.  But  Fort  Mott  was  illy  adapted 
to  the  defence  of  the  people  against  the  pro- 
tracted efforts  of  a  regularly  equipped  and 
provisioned  foe. 

Aroused  by  the  appalling  massacres,  confla- 
grations and  captures  of  the  great  inroad  into 
the  northern  p;irt  of  this  county,  in  the  fall 
of  1779,  the  new  State  of  Vermont  determined 
to  build  a  Fort  in  Pittsford  which  could  be 
relied  on  to  accommodate  a  garrison  suitable 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  settlements. 

The  site  selected  for  its  location  was  on  the 
upland  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  easterly 
from  Fort  Mott,  and  around  the  very  spot 
then  occupied  by  the  dwelling  house  of  Caleb 
Hendee,  Sen.,  and  directly  west  of  the  pres- 
ent stage  road  from  Pittsford  village  to 
Brandon.  Like  all  the  Forts  in  Vermont, 
it  was  a  picquet  Fort — a  trench  was  dug  5  or 
6  feet  deep — the  trunks  of  trees  mostly  hard 
maple  and  beech,  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half 
in  diameter  were  sunk  into  the  the  trench 
as  closely  together  as  possible,  extending  16 
or  18  feet  above  the  ground,  and  sharpened 
to  a  point  at  the  top — between  each  log  a 
stake  was  driven  to  fill  the  space  left  by  the 
round  unhewed  logs — within  the  pickets  a 
breast  work  was  thrown  up  about  6  feet 
high  and  about  6  feet  broad  at  the  base,  and 
composed  entirely  of  dirt  and  logs — at  a 
height  convenient  for  the  garrison  were  loop- 
holes between  the  logs  large  enough  at  the 
centre  for  the  barrel  of  a  musket  to  pass  thro' 
and  radiating  outside  and  inside,  so  that  the 
soldiers  within  could  move  the  muzzles  of 
their  guns  in  the  loop-holes  and  command 
a  wide  range  without,  while  the  loop-holes 
were  so  far  from  the  ground  on  the  out  side 
that  the  enemy's  shots  coming  through  them 
would  pass  over  the  heads  of  the  garrison.  I 
The  form  of  the  Fort  was  square,  enclosing  ' 
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an  acre  or  more  of  ground.  On  each  corner 
jutting  outside  was  a  flanker,  with  two  sto- 
ries, that  is,  a  floor  was  laid  across  each  about 
8  feet  from  the  ground  answering  for  a  ceil- 
ing to  the  space  below,  above  this  floor  or 
ceiling  was  the  sentinel's,  box  with  loop-holes 
above  and  below,  from  which  the  musketeers 
could  rake  the  approach  to  the  fort  in  every 
direction  with  a  deadly  fire.  The  travell-d 
path  north  and  south  being  then  where  the 
stage  road  is  now  ;  on  the  east  of  the  Fort 
was  a  large  double  gate  of  oak  plank  thickly 
studded  with  large  headed  nails  or  spikes 
so  as  to  be  completely  bullet  proof,  while  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Fort  was  a  wicket  gate- 
within  the  Fort  extending  along  the  north 
side -were  the  officers  barracks,  and  on  the 
south  side  the  soldier's  barracks.  In  the 
northwest  corner  was  the  magazine  for  the 
munitions  of  war,  a  framed  building — in  the 
northeast  and  southwest  corners  were  wells 
but  these  were  soon  neglected  and  the  garri- 
son supplied  themselves  with  water  from  a 
spring  30  or  40  rods  east  of  the  Fort.  The 
space  between  the  officers'  and  soldiers' 
barracks,  was  the  parade  ground.  The  garri- 
son were  supplied  with  one  small  iron  cannon 
of  6  or  9  lbs.  calibre.  [The  fate  of  this  cannon, 
is  well  remembered  by  our  older  citizens. 
Being  brought  to  Rutland  soon  after  the 
war  it  was  used  at  the  celebration,  4th  July, 
1803 — many  of  the  citizens  of  Rutland  had 
gone  to  attend  the  celebration  at  Castleton 
that  day — some  that  remained  got  up-Prat 
was  long  known  as  the  jail-birds'  c>:lJjrat'on 
— Sam'l  Walker,  Master  of  ceremonies.  The 
cannon  in  order  to  have  it  heard  at  Castleton 
had  been  heavily  loaded  and  wadded  with 
grass  so  that  the  gunners  were  afraid  to  dis- 
charge it.  VVm.  T.  Hail,  a  merchant,  then 
trading  in  company  with  Couklin,  on  the  site 
of  Hodges'  store,  volunteered  to  touch  oS 
the  cannon.  The  cannon  burst,  blowing  the 
head  of  Hall  to  pieces.  A  piece  of  the  can- 
non was  throsvn  through  the  roof  of  Issachar 
Reed's  house.] 

The  fort  was  finished  about  June,  1870.' 
William  Cox  and  Joshua  June  with  their 
families  lived  in  the.  Fort  during  the  war.. 
The  barracks  were  Jong  used  as  dwelling, 
houses  and  one  room  of  them  is  even  now 
occupied  by  a  fairilv.  Among  those  who 
served  in  this  'Fort,  were  Major  Euenazet 
Allen,  of  Tiumouth  ;  Lt.  Elias  Hall,  aud 
I  El  i  Coggswell,  Commissary,  both  of  Castle.- 
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ton;Capt  Isaac  Comstock,  of  Sunderland; 
Wm.  Bromley  then  of  Danby,  late  of  Castle- 
ton ;  James  Eddy  and  Philip  Sprague  of 
Clarendon,  and  Captain  Ephraim  White 
150  men  were  necessary  to  properly  garrison 
the  Fort. 

Copies  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
War  is  reference  to  Pittsford. 

Board  of  War,  Arlington  March  12,  1779. 

Whereas  thi3  State  is  a  frontier  to  the 
Northern  enemy,  it  is  therefore  necessary 
some  lines  should  be  ascertained  where  this 
State  will  attempt  to  defend  the  inhabitants. 
Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  north  line  of 
Castleton,  the  west  and  north  lines  of  Pitts- 
ford  to  the  foot  of  the  Green  Mountains,  be  and 
is  hereby  established  aline  between  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  State  and  the  enemy — and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State  living  to  the  nortn 
of  said  line  are  directed  and  ordered  to  move 
with  their  families  and  etlects  within  said 
lines.  This  Board,  on  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants, do  also  recommend  the  inhabitants 
of  Castleton  and  Pitts  ford  to  immediately 
erect  a  picket  fort  near  the  centre  of  the  in- 
habitants of  each  town  —  and  tiiat  the  wo- 
men arid  children  (excepting  a  few  near  the 
fort)  move  to  some  convenient  place  south 
and  that  the  men  with  such  parts  of  their 
stocks  as  may  be  necessary,  remain  on  their 
farms  and  work  in  collective  bodies  with 
their  arms. 


brick,  who  shall  be  allowed  one  shilling  each, 
in  hard  money  or  an  equivalent  for  each  day 
in  addition  to  their  pay.  Resolved  that  the 
commandant  of  said  fort  be  allowed  to  keep 
one  horse  and  one  cow  in  the  State's  pasture 
and  the  barrack  master  see  that  there  be 
other  cattle  of  any  kind  kept  on  the  State's 
cost.  Resolved  that'  there  be  no  more 
barracks  built  in  said  fort  on  the  State's 
cost  for  the  time  being. 

Nov.  29,  1780. — Resolved  to  raise  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant  and  forty  men  from 
Allen's  regiment,  to  go  to  Fort  Yengearic" 
and  join  Captain  Sawyer,  to  continue  14 
days.  Resolved  to  raise  two  lieutenants,  and 
forty  men  for  frontier  defence  for  the  ensu- 
ing winter  of  whom  one  lieutenant,  two  ser- 
sergeants,  two  corporals  and  twenty  privates 
be  raised  from  Col.  Fletcher's  regiment  and 
march  to  Fort  Vengeance,  Pittsiord,  the  1st 
of  January  and  continue  three  months  un- 
less sooner  discharged. — Pay  per  month  for 
lieutenants  £5  8s.  for  sergeants  £2  8s.  corpo- 
rals £2  4s.  and  privates  £2  hard  money  or 
the  equivalent,  pay  to  commence  6  days  be- 
fore march.  Rations  for  otficers  and  soldiers 
to  and  from  camp,  10  pence  each. 


Board  of  War,  ) 
Arlington,  April  6,  1780.  \ 
Resolved,  that  said  Boa.d  accept  of  the 
report  of  their  committee  respecting  building 
a        at  Pittsford,  <xo.    Resolved  said  fort  be 
buili/Ynear  the  north  line  of  Pittsford  where  j 
Major  Ebenezer  Allen  shall  judge  proper. 
That  said  4'ort  shall  be  a  picquet  with  proper 
bankers  with  barracks  for  150  men  inclosed 
— that  said  fort  be  accomplished  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Resolved,  to  raise  one  company  of  75  men 
exclusive  of  otacers  to  join  Major  Ebenezer 
Allen  for  defence  of  frontiers — 8  men  from 
Col.  Warner's  regiment  to  be  raised  from 
Wells,  Clarendon,  Tinmouth  and  Walling- 
ford,  Isaac  Clark  to  be  Captain,  Benjamin 
Everst  1st  Lieut.,  Iiufus  Branch  2nd  Lieut, 
and  Capt.  Jonathan  Fasset  commissary  of 
purchases. 

In  Board  of  War, 
Arlington,  July  14,  17S0, 
Whereas,  It  has  been  represented  to  this 
board  that  20,000  brick  are  wanted  to  build 
chimnies  in  the  barr;j.".ks  in  the  fort  on  the 
north  line  of  Pitt-ford,  Therefore,  Resolved, 
that  this  board  do  recomm«n>  I  to  Major  Ebene- 
zer Allen  to  furnish  five  fatigue  men  that  are 
accustomed  to  the  business,  if  any  there  be, 
to  assist  the  barrack-master  iu  making  said 


Bennington.  23d  Jane,  17S1. — We  the  sub- 
scribers being  desired  by  the  Honorable 
Board  of  War,  to  visit  the  frontiers  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  where  in  our  opinion  the 
garrisons  ought  to  be  built  for  the  best  de- 
fence of  the  above  said  State, — beg  leave  to 
report.  First,  that  the  garrison  at  Pitt- ford 
ought  to  be  removed  back  from  the  :  lace 
where  it  now  stands,  nigh  Sutherland's 
Mills  on  such  particular  spot  as  Col.  Fletcher 
shall  direct.  (Second,  item  of  report  on 
another  subject.  )  faking  into  consideration 
the  convemency  of  water,  that  said  fort 
ought  to  consist  of  a  small  picket  ani  a 
small  block  house.  &c. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  your  Hons. 
Your  very  humble  servants, 

Roger  Enos,  Samuel  Fletcher, 

Samuel  Herrick,    Gideon  Armsburt. 

State  of  Vermont  In  General  Assembly,  June 
23,  1781.  The  within  was  read  and  ordered 
that  a  committee  of  three  be  appoint'-]  to 
hold  conference  with  the  within  nam-  i  •  er« 
sons  respecting  removing  the  garrison  at 
Pittsford,  Ac,  and  make  report,  ihe  num- 
bers chosen  Mr.  E.  Smith,  Mr.  B.  Whij  :  ±e 
and  Mr.  Post, 

Attest  Ros.  Hopkins,  Clerk. 

In  General  Assembly,  June  2*3,  17"  1  — 
The  above  named  committee  made  a  verbal 
report,  whereupon,  Resolved  that  it  be  rec- 
ommended to  the  board  of  war  to  r  •  ' 
about  luO  men  to  be  stationed  at  t  .e 
garrison  at  Pittsford,  for  the  support  of  it. 
Attest  B.  Woodward,  Clerk.  P.  T, 

Fort  Vengeance  was  the  name  of  the  Fort 
last  described  in  No.  11.  The  cause  of  whicu 
name  and  the  mode  of  christening  will 
hereafter  related. 
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Revolution  a  by  War    Documents  con- 
cerning Rutland. 

State  of  Vermont,  Id  Council,  1 
Bennington,  17th  Juno,  1778.  J 
Sir  : — You  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 
point one  Lieutenant  an  1  see  him  furnished 
with  15  men  to  join  Cant.  Warner,  or  the 
commander  that  may  be  hereafter  appointed 
to  command  the  party  to  guard  the  frontier 
settlements  on  Lake  Caamnlain. 

By  order  of  the  Council 
JAMES  FAY,  Vice  Pres. 

of  the  Council. 

To  Col.  James  Mead. 

'  Arlington,  23d  April,  1778. 
Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
write  to  Governor  Marsh  to  acquaint  him 
that  it  is  the  resolution  of  this  Council  that 
the  whole  of  the  troops  that  are  to  be  raised 
to  fill  Col.  Warner's  regiment,  to  march 
forthwith  to  Rutland,  which  is  the  resolution 
of  this  Council,  and  Governor  Marsh  is  re- 
quested and  ordered  to  order  the  officers  com- 
manding said  troops  to  march  them  to  be 
raised  in  Cumberland  county  to  Rutland 
and  the  Governor  is  to  order  the  comman- 
ding officer  of  the  two  regiments  immediately 
to  march. 

Attest,  M.  LYON,  D.  Secretary. 

State  of  Vermont,  In  Council,  ) 
Arlington.  24th  April,  1778.  j 
Sir:  Whereas  Col.  Warner's  Regiment  is 
ordered  to  Albany  for  present,  and  whereas 
there  is  absolute  nece-sity  of  a  number  of 
men  to  be  immediately  sent  to  guard  t.he 
frontier  inhabitants  of  this  State  in  as  much 
as  the  time  for  which  Capt.  Allen  and  Capt. 
Clark's  men  have  engaged  expires  the  second 
day  of  May  next,  after  which  time,  they 
cannot  be  prevailed  with  to  remain  there 
longer.  Therefore  you  are  hereby  directed 
and  ordered  to  raise  50  able  bodied  men 
which  were  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  second 
regiment  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  which  you  now  have  the  honor  to 
command,  &  cause  them  to  be  properly 
officered  by  some  of  the  militia  officers  of 
your  own  regiment,  and  every  way  equipt 
for  a  campaign,  and  order  them  to  march  to 
Rutland  as  quick  as  possible  when  they  will 
be  joined  by  the  other  troops  ordered  to  be 
raised  by  this  Slate— the  said  militia  officers 
to  continue  in  service  until  the  rising  of  the 
adjourned  session  of  Assembly,  which  sits 
the  4th  day  of  June  next,  unless  soouer  dis- 
charged. 

By  order  of  Governor  and  Council 

M.  LYON,  D.  Soc. 
To  Col.  Samuel  Herrick. 

Stale  of  Vermont,  In  Council,  ) 
Bennington,  13th  June,  1773.  j 
Sir  :  — You  are  hereby  directed  and  com- 


manded to  cause  to  tfe  immediately  drafted 
in  your  regiment  70  effective  men,  agreeably 
to  an  act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
holden  at  Windsor  the  24th  day  of  March 
la.--t,  without  the  least  delay  and  to  see  tuem 
properly  officered,  and  otherwise  equipped, 
and  march  them  to  Rutland  where  tney  will 
receive  further  orders  from  the  commandir.g 
officer  at  that  post. 

I  am  sir,  vour  most  obt.  servant," 
T.  CHITTENDEN,  Capt.  Gen. 
Col.  Fletcher, 


To  Col.  Gideon  Warner,  of  the  fifth 
Regt.  in  this  State. 
Sit  : — In  pursuance  of  advice  of  Council 
and  General  Assembly  of  this  State  you  are 
hereby  ordered  to  draft  27  good  effective 
men  out  of  your  regiment  to  be  drafted  out 
of  the  towns  of  Dorset,  Rupert,  Sandgate 
and  Manchester  and  one  Captain  to  command 
them,  who  will  be  joined  by  100  men  from 
Col.  Herrick's  regiment,  and  commanded  by 
Col.   Herrick  and  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  who 
will  march  them  directly  to  Rutland  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier  and  remain  on  the 
ground  20  days  unless  sooner  discharged. 
I  am  Sir,  Yours. 

T  CHITTENDEN,  Capt.  Gen. 
N.  B.    By  computation    the  number  of 
27  men  amounts  to  every  sixth  man. 

T  CHITTENDEN. 


State  of  Vermont,ln  Council,  ) 
Bennington,  13th  June. 1778.  J 
To  Col.  Samuel  Herrick,  Esq..  Col.  of  the 
Second  Regiment  in  this  State.  In  pusuance 
of  the  advice  of  the  council  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  you  are  hereby  order- 
ed to  draft  101  effective  men  out  of  your  reg- 
iment, it  being  one  sixth  of  the  militia  rop- 
erly  officered,  and  either  take  the  con  .nani 
of  them  yourself  or  order  your  Lieutenant 
Colonel  to  doit,  to  be  marched  to  Rutiar.l 
with  all  speed  and  join  Capt.  Browne  iris 
party  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  iron- 
tiers.  You  are  to  remain  on  the  ground  2) 
days  unless  sooner  discharged,  you  will  taice 
under  your  command  a  part  of  the  militia  of 
Col.  VVarner's  regiment,  amounting  to  27 
men. 

I  am  sir,  Yours, 
Thomas  Chittenden,  Capt.  Gen. 
P.  S.    The  men  drafted  from  this  town  anl 
Pownal,  half  a  pound  of  powder  and  two 
pounds  of  lead  or  ball  will  be  drawn  out  of 
the  store  in  this  town. 

State  of  Vermont,  In  Council,  ) 
17th  June.  1778.  j 
Sir: — You  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed 
to  draw  out  of  the  ammunition  that  is  sent 
to  the  northward  seven  and  a  half  poug 
of  powder  and  thirty  pounds  of  bullets, 
being  for  fifteen  soldiers  tiiat  are  under  j  -ir 
command,  to  guard  said  stores  to  Kutlarii. 
Thus.  Chittenden",  Capt.  Gen. 
To  Capt.  Samuel  Robinson. 
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Bennington,  18th  June,  1773. 
To  Lieut.  Col.  Walbridge.  Sir  : — You  are 
hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  take  the 
command  of  the  men  drafted  from  Col.  Her- 
rick's  regiment  consisting  of  101  men,  officers 
included,  and  march  them  without  delay 
to  Rutland  within  tins  state  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  troops  now  at  that  place  sunder 
the  command  of  Capt.  Brownson,  to  guard 
the  frontier?  in  that  quarter  according  to 
your  best  skill  in  war  for  and  during  the 
sum  of  twenty  days  from  your  arrival  at  the 
place  unless  sooner  discharged.  Wishing 
you  a  good  march, 

am  yours, 
Thos.  Chittenden,  Capt,  Gen. 

State  of  Vermoni,  Arlington,  30th  Sept.  '78 
_  Sir  : — You  are  hereby  commanded  to  raise 
70  able  bodied  effective  men  of  your  regiment 
including  officers,  and  see  that  tiiey  are  well 
armed  and  every  way  equipped,  properly 
officered  and  to  march  to  Head  Quarters  in 
Rutland  without  the  least  delav,  where  th'jy 
will  receive  further  orders.  They  will  con- 
tinue in  service  until  the  hrst  day  of  Decem- 
ber, inclusive,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
T.  CHITTENDEN,  Capt.  Gen. 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Herrick. 

Orders  of  the  same  date  and  tenor  were 
sent  to  Col.  Warner  to  raise  30  men  in  the 
towns    of    Sandgate,    Manchester,  Dorset, 
Rupert  and  Danbee. 

Letter  from  William  Cockburn  to  James 
Duane. 
Albany,  10th  Sept.  1771. 
Sir ; — Your  favor  of  the  16th  August  and 
the  £6,  2,  9,  of  Mr.  Robert  Yates  I  received 
on  my  return  here  after  being  the  second 
time  stopped  in  Sociaiborugh  by  James  Mead 
and  Asa  Johnson  in  behalf  of  the  settlers 
in  Rutland  and  Pittsford  I  have  run  out 
lots  from  the  south  bounds  to  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  Great  Falls.  I  found  it  in 
vain  to  persist  any  longer  as  they  were  re- 
solved at  all  events  to  stop  us  ;  there  have 
been  many  threats  pronounced  against  me 
Gideon  Cooley  who  lives  by  the  Great  Falls, 

headed  the  party  who  was  to  shoot  me,  , 

a  fellow  of  no  residence,  and  one   ,  of 

Tinmouth  were  the  principal,  and  your  ac- 
quaintance Nathan  Allen,  was  in  the  woods 
with  another  party  blacked  and  dressed  like 
Indians  as  I  was  informed.  Several  of  my 
men  can  prove  Townsend  and  Train  threat- 
ening my  life,  tnat  I  should  never  return 
home,  &.c  ,  though  they  denied  every  thing 
to  me.  The  inhabitants  denied  they  knowed 
anything  about  these  men,  though  the  people 
of  Durham  assured  rue  that  those  men  threat- 
ened to  murder  u-  if  We  did  nut  go  from 
thence  and  advised  me  by  all  mean-;  to  desist 
from  running  through  some  said  they  wore 
sorry  for  it  as  it  coight  hurt  them  ail  .settlm- 
with  the  proprietors  easily.  After  being 
Stopped  I  found  1  would  not  be  allowed  to 
go  to  the  northward,  as  tney  suspected  I 


would  begin  again,  and  therefor  intended  to 
convey  us  to  Danby,  and  so  on  to  the  south- 
ward, and  by  all  accounts,  we  should  not 
have  been  very  kindly  treated.  I  was  ad- 
vised by  no  means  to  go  that  road — my  pro- 
vision I  was  obliged  to  bring  out  by  Major 
Skene's.  On  my  assuring  them  I  would  sur- 
vey no  more  in  those  parts,  we  were  permit- 
ted to  proceed  along  the  Crown  Point  road 
with  the  hearty  prayers  of  the  women  as  we 
passed  never  to  return.  We  came  off  ail  safe, 
with  the  loss  of  one  horse  and  two  more  in  a 
bad  condition.  Spencer's  return,  I  made  out 
at  Albany  Court  and  sent  to  New  York,  I 

then  informed  you  of  the  manner  and  

returned.    You  know  well,  Mr.  Golden  will 
not  allow  me  to  make  return  before  they  are 
lodged  with  him.    I  have  not  been  able  to 
fix  Kier's  location  and  Dnnby  people  have 
been  continually  on  the  watch  all  way  —some 
I  am  told  at  and  near  their  corner  since  I 
have  been  here,  several  have  visited  us  ask- 
ing questions  and  no  doubt  to  be  able  to 
know  us  should  we  venture  within  their  ter- 
ritories and  at  the  same  time  warning  us  of  « 
the  dangers  should  we  be  found  there.  Marsh's' 
survey    is   likewise   undone,  as  I   did  not! 
care  to  venture  myself  that  way.  I  shall  be, 
able  to  inform  you  more  particular  at  meet-' 
ting  and 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  ob't  serv't, 
WILL.  COCKBURN. 

It  is  perhaps  scarcely  necessary  to  add 
that  Socialborough  was  the  name  of  a  town- 
ship granted  by  the  government  of  New  York 
extending  over  the  extreme  northern  part  of 
Clarendon  and  the  major  part  of  Rutland — 
while  the  residue  of  Clarendon  was  embraced 
in  the  New  York  grant  of  Durham.  The 
"Great  Falls"  above  mentioned  are  Suther- 
land's Falls.  Maj.  Skene  lived  at  the  head 
of  Lake  Champlain  and  the  present  town  of 
Whitehall  was  long  known  as  Skenesboro. 
The  reason  of  the  opposition  to  Cockburn's 
proceedings  will  be  readily  understood  when 
it  is  recollected  that  most  of  the  settlers  in 
this  vicinity  had  purchased  and  improved 
their  lands  under  the  grants  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  that  Cockburn  was  a  surveyor  em- 
ployed by  the  purchasers  under  the  grants 
from  New  York,  who  were  endeavoring  to  oust 
the  actual  settlers  from  their  farms,  without 
paying  either  for  their  lands  or  improvements. 
In  the  summer  of  1772,  Cockburn  was  again 
employed  surveying  and  locating  lands  for  the 
Yorkers,  was  pursued  by  a  small  band  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys  who  overtook  him 
anil  his  party  in  the  vicinity  of  VWgennes 
and  brought  him  to  Castleton — where  having 
received  newa  from  Albany,  which  induced 
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them  to  believe  their  difficulties  with  New  York 
would  soon  be  amicably  arranged — they  dis- 
missed hirn.  At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  town  of  Rutland,  1st  Dec.  1773,  it 
was  voted  to  lay  out  a  highway  extending 
three  rods  each  side  of  the  Cockburn  line 
from  Joshua  Reynolds'  (who  lived  at  the 
North  or  Merriam's  Mills, )to  the  South  line 
of  the  town  and  the  highway  now  leading 
from  the  Noah  Mills  south  to  the  Clarendon 
line  was  acordingly  laid  out  on  the  line  run 
out  by  the  above  named  Wm.  Cockburn, 
In  the  early  deeds  of  lands  lying  on  the  high- 
way constant  reference  is  made  to  this  line. 

Letter  from  Ethan  Alfon  to  Stephen  R.  Brad- 
ley. 

Sir  : — The  bearer,  Mr.  Wm.  Stewart  one  of 
the  old  Green  Mountain  Cort,  having  an  ac- 
tion at  Rutland  Superior  Court   in  June 
instant,  respecting  the  title  of  bis  Gun,  which 
I  am  very  certain  he  has  a  right  to,  and  as 
he  is  a  poor  man  I  desire  you  to  plead  his 
case  and   charge  it  to  me.    My  Warriors 
must  not  be  cheated  out  of  their  Fire-arms. 
I  am  in  haste  your  Friend  and  very 
r     Humble  Servant 
ETHAN  ALLEN. 
Stephen  E.  Bradley,  8th  June,  1778. 

• 

Letter  from  Gov.  Thomas  Chittenden  to  Cul. 
Fletcher. 
Bennington,  13th  June,  1778. 

Sir: — Inclosed  you  have  my  particular 
order  for  drafting  73  from  your  regiment. 
I  have  received  intelligence  this  morning  by 
express  from  Head  Quarters  at  Rutland,  that 
a  scout  of  500  of  the  enemy  are  now  at 
Crown  Point,  who  have  just  returned  from 

a  scalping  tour  in  -.County  who  have 

brought  with  them  a  considerable  number  of 
provisions  as  it  depended  on  that  attempt  an 
immediate  attack  on  our  post  at  Rutland. 
I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  lose  one 
minute's  time  in  executing  such  orders. — 
Pray  sir,  consider  the  distress  of  the  poor 
frontier  inhabitants  who  are  hourly  in  jeop- 
ardy of  their  lives,  and  let  humanity  inspire 
you  to  exert  every  faculty  to  give  them  im- 
mediate relief. 

I  am  sir,  your  humble  serv't, 
Thomas  Chittenden,  Capt.  Gen. 

Col.  Fletcher. 


Rev.  Wm.  Emerson's  Death  at  Rev. 
Benajah  Roots. 

Rev.  Wm.  Emerson,  a  classmate  at  Har- 
vard College  of  Dr.  Samuel  Williams,  the 
historian  of  Vermont,  graduating  in  176  L, 
was  settled  over  the  Church  at  Concord,  Mass., 
January  1,  1776.  Partaking  of  the  patriotic 
fervor  of  '76,  ho  took  leave  of  his  church 


AND.  1077 

and  family  and  entered  the  army  as  a  chap- 
lain at  Ticonderoga,  under  Gen.  Gates,  16th 
Aug.  1776.  Here  he  was  soon  attacked 
with  the  bilious  fever,  and  his  disease 
became  so  severe  that  he  was  advised  by  his 
physician  to  resign  and  return  home.  On 
the  18th  of  Sept.  1776,  he  obtained  a  dis- 
charge from  Gen.  Gates,  and  commenced  ins 
journey  homewards — but  his  sickness  inereas- 
sed  he  was  unable  to  go  on,  and  stopped 
with  the  Rev.  Benajah  Roots  of  Rutland,  who 
then  lived  in  a  log  dwelling  house,  situated 
near  the  site  of  the  present  brick  dwelling 
house  of  Mr.  Avery  Billings.  Mr.  Emerson 
remained  with  Mr.  Roots  untii  his  death. 
He  died  Sabbath  morning,  20th  Oct.,  1776, 
in  the  31th  year  of  his  age  (he  having  been 
born  the  21st  of  May,  1743.) — The  next  day 
the  funeral  service  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Roots  at  his  own  house  and  the  funeral  pro- 
cession was  escorted  to  the  grave  by  soldiers 
with  muffled  music.  He  was  bu:ied  in  the 
grave  yard  near  the  Methodist  Chapel,  the 
soldiers  tiring  over  the  grave 

In  1S26,  the  town  of  Concord  erected  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  on  which  he  is 
described  as  "enthuaiastic,  eloquent,  affection- 
ate and  pious  :  he  loved  his  family,  his  peo- 
ple, his  God  and  his  country.  And  to  this 
last  he  yielded  the  cheerful  sacrifice  of  his 
life." 

In  1790,  his  son  William  disintered  his  re- 
mains, found  his  hair  and  nails  grown  since 
his  death,  and  reinterred  him.  A  few  years 
since,  his  grandson,  the  somewhat  eminent 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  came  to  Rutland  and 
was  unable  to  identify  his  grandfather's 
grave. 

The  day  of  Mr.  Emerson's  funeral,  Mr.  Roots 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  church  at  Concord. 
This  letter  is  still  extant  in  the  custody  of 
R.  W.  Emerson,  from  whom  a  loan  of  it  has 
been  obtained  and  a  copy  of  it  is  appended, 
not  because  it  is  particularly  interesting  in 
itself,  but  as  perhaps  the  only  specimen 
extant  of  the  original  composition  of  the  tir.it 
settled  minister  in  Rutland. 

To  the  Church  and  people  of  God  at  Cbw  >r  I 
Men  and  Brethren:  —  Having  with  mine 
own  hand  at  live  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Oct.  20,  closed  the  eyes  of  your  dear  a:.  1 
greatly  beloved  Pastor,  (who  I  trust  baa 
fallen  asleep  in  Jesus)  after  a  long  illness 
with  ye  bill tous  fever  attended  with  a  te- 
dious diarrhea  of  which  he  died.  And  divine 
providence  so  ordered  it,  that  he  tooK  ins 
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flight  from  this  world  of  Sin  and  Sorrow  to 
the  realms  of  light  and  regions  of  eternal 
day.  On  the  same  day  of  the  week  that  the 
Sun  of  righteousness  arose  from  the  dark 
mansions  of  the  grave :  and  probably  the 
same  hour  of  the  riay  too,  yea  the  same  day 
in  which  he  ascended  to  his  meridian  (I 
mean  the  highest  heavens)  where  this  bright 
Star  (or  little  Sun)  we  trust  has  followed 
his  glorious  head  and  began  his  eternal  iSab- 
bath  early  on  the  Lord's  day  morning. 

I  most  sincerly  condole  with  you  tor  your 
great  and  almost  irreparable  loss,  but  doubt- 
less to  his  unspeakable  gain  For  to  depart 
and  be  with  Christ  is  far  better. — Far  bet- 
ter than  an  abode  in  this  clayey  tabernacle, 
where  we  see  as  but  through  a  glass  darkly. 
Doubtless  he  is  now  joined  the  glorious 
throng  of  angels  and  is  tuning  his  harp 
with  them  in  praises  of  the  great  Redeemer. 
"  This  is  what  he  seemed  to  long  for  in  his  last 
sickness,  especially  towards  the  close  of  life: 
and  would  sometimes  speak  of  death  as  a 
happy  Day  :  yet  manifested  such  resignation 
-  to  the  divine  will,  thai  he  seemed  indifferent 
whether  he  lived  or  died. 

His  disorder  was  very  afflicting,  long  and 
tedious,  yet  he  appeared  through  the  whole 
of  his  sickness,  tne  most  unexampled  instance 
of  patience  I  ever  saw.  He  always  seemed 
to  be  possest  of  the  gratest  calmness,  serenity 
and  composure  of  mind  :  never  appeared  to 
be  in  the  least  startled  or  surprised  in  the 
near  approach  of  death,  but  met  the  King 
of  Terrors  with  the  greatest  composure.  His 
work  is  done,  he  has  run  his  race  ;  he  has 
finished  his  course  with  joy  and  is  gone  (I 
think^  to  receive  his  crown.  Your  loss  is 
indeed  great,  which  you  more  sensibly  feel 
than  I  can  express.  The  loss  of  such  an 
eminent  Saint,  a  faithful  Pastor,  Friend  and 
minister  of  Christ,  who  used  so  ahectiontely 
to  treat  you  upon  things  of  infinite  moment, 
must  be  most  afflicting.  The  loss  is  great 
to  the  churches  all  around;  but  more  espec- 
ially to  his  own  dear  flock,  whom  he  most 
affectionately  loved.  He  has  often  expressed 
his  sense  of  your  endeared  kindness  to  him; 
and  how  he  wanted  opportunity  to  acknowl- 
edge it,  and  if  God  should  give  him  oppor- 
tunity, how  he  would  shew  his  gratitude  by 
exerting  himself  more  vigorously  for  your 
good.  -But  alas  he  has  took  his  flight  to  the 
land  of  Spirits.  You  will  see  him  no  more, 
nor  hear  his  sweet  voice  any  more,  until  the 
great  resurrection  day  :  his  warm  and  affec- 
tionate adresses  you  will  have  no  more.  His 
eyes  are  sunk  in  their  orbs  ;  his  mouth  is  shut; 
his  tongue  is  bound  in  perpetual  silence  and 
his  body  laid  to  rest  in  the  cold  mansions  of 
the  grave  until  the  heavens  shall  be  no  more. 

I  mourn  with  you  under  so  great  a  frown  of 
heaven.  I  mo.^t  feelingly  sympathise  with 
you  in  your  afflictions  I  arn  a  partaker 
with  you  in  gri«f.  But  though  he  is  dead 
he  yet  speaketh,  Ho  is  speaking  to  you  by 
his  many  warm  and  patheticul  addresses, 
which  you  cannot  yet  forget,  and  especially 
his  last  discourse  is  tresh  in  your  memories  : 


and  in  which  he  imparted  to  you  not  only 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  but  even  hi3  own  soul 
along  with  it.  0,  are  not  his  instructions 
warnings,  reproofs  and  exhortations  yet 
speaking  to  you  by  death,  in  accents  as  loud 
as  thunder.  Oh  what  have  \  ou  done  to  pro- 
voke the  Lord  most  high  0,  search  and 
see.  That  he  has  caused  his  sun  to  go  down 
at  noon.  (O  how  lamentable  that  such  a 
bright  luminary  in  the  Candlestick  of  his 
Church,  should  be  so  soon  extinct,  even  be- 
fore it  had  ascended  to  its  meridian)  Surely 
the  Lord  is  angry  and  hath  a  controversy 
with  you  ;  or  way  has  he  written  such  bit- 
ter things  against  you?  Suffer  an  unknown 
stranger  to  exhort  you  to  search  for  the 
Achan  that  hath  troubled  your  Camp —put 
away  the  cursed  thing  whatever  it  be.  Is 
it  barrenness  under  sucn  peculiar  cultivation.' 
Then  repent  and  reform,  lest  he  cut  you  down 
as  eumberers  out  of  this  ground,  and  remove 
your  candlestick  out  of  its  place.  Attend  my 
dear  friends,  to  this  speaking  providence, 
that  you  may  be  happy  in  the  end,  and  by 
happy  experience  be  able  to  say  that  it  is 
good  that  you  have  been  afflicted.  Sutler  me 
to  add :  Maintain  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  ia 
the  bond  of  peace.  Take  heed  that  no  root 
of  bitterness  springing  up  trouble  you  ;  be  of 
one  mind  and  of  the  same  judgement ;  live 
in  love  and  peace  among  yourselves  ;  so 
shall  the  God  of  peace  and  love  dwell  with 
you.  1  * 

And  I  pray  earnestly  to  the  Great  Shepherd 
of  tiie  Sheep  to  give  you  another  pastor  after 
his  own  heart,  who  shall  feed  you  with  know- 
ledge and  understanding;  and  take  you  by 
the  hand  and  lead  you  by  still  waters,  which 
is  the  sincere  desire  and  earnest  prayer  oi 
your  unknosvn  friend  and  servant  for  Jesw* 
sake. 

£js3ajah  Roots 
Rutland,  on  Otter  Creek,  Oct.  21,  1776. 
P.  S.  This  21st  Oct.,  A.  D  1776,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  William  Emerson  of  Concord  was 
decently  interred  in  tins  place  with  the  1  on- 
ors  of  war  by  a  detachment  from  Col.  Van- 
dyke's Regimint  commanded  by  Major  Shep- 
herdson,  who  died  of  a  bilious  on  Lord's  day 
morning  5  o'clock,  Oct.  20th  in  34th  year  of 
his  age,  after  long  illness  of  about  5  weeks. 

A  VERITABLE  YARN'  OF  '76. 

In  1776,  John  Fasset  of  Bennington,  and 
Jona.  Fasset  of  Pittsford,  received  commis- 
sions as  Captains  to  raise  two  companies  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  settlements.  The  militia  company 
of  Rutland  were  called  together  and  paraded 
before  the  log- meeting- house  ( situated  dear 
the  present  dwelling  house  of  Mr  Win.  Gook- 
in,)  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  any 
of  them  would  volunteer  to. join  the  company 
of  Jonathan  Fasaett. — It  was  agreed  that  the 
man  who  could  procure  the  most  volunteers 
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should  receive  a  commission  as  Lieutenant 
Two  persons  offered  themselves  as  candidates 
for  that  office — one  was  Thomas  Lee  (who 
then  lived  near  where  Mr.  Benj.  Capron  does 
now,)  the  name  of  the  second  person  is  for- 
gotten— the  latter  made  an  effort  and  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  one  volunteer — Lea  tried 
and  immediately  recruited  some  15  or  20,  and 
was  accordingly  appointed  Lieutenant. 

There  was  at  that  time  a  small  settlement 
on  Onion  River  in  the  town  of  Jericho.  Their 
remote,  exposed  situation  caused  considerable 
anxiety,  and  after  consultation,  it  was  agreed 
that  Lieut.  Lee  and  his  men  should  go  and 
assist  them  in  removing  south,  where  they 
could  be  more  conveniently  protected.  Ac- 
cordingly, providing  themselves  with  pro- 
visions sufficient  for  ten  days,  and  with  no 
change  of  clotiiing,  Lee  and  his  men  left 
home  for  Jen  .ho. — Lee's -Sergeants  were  Mott 
and  Martin  (the  former  of  whom  may  per 
haps  be  remembarel  by  somi  of  our  older 
citizens,  as  he  afterwards  settled  in  Brandon, 
and  became  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
that  place.)  his  waiter  was  Joshua  Pratt  of 
Rutland,  then  quite  youug,  and  among  his 
men  were  Wait  Wright,  Benjamin  Johnson 
.and  Nathan  Pratt  of  P^utland.  Among  the 
settlers  at  Jericho  was  a  certain  politic  Deacon 
Rood,  who  on  the  arrival  of  Lee,  fully  ap- 
preciating the  benefits  of  living  at  home  and 
oeing  well  protected  by  soldiers  in  prefer- 
ence to  being  removed  among  strangers, 
nowever  friendly — slyly  departed  for  Tieon- 
leroga  and  there  obtained  from  General  Gates 
as  Continental  Commander  of  the  Northern 
Department,  orders  not  only  for  Lea  to  re- 
main where  he  was  but  also  for  the  Fassets 
to  come  there  with  their  companies.  In  obe- 
dience to  this  order  Lee  remained  at  Rood's 
settlement  about  live  weeks,  his  men  mean- 
while managing  as  best  they  could  with  only 
one  suit  of  clothes  apiece.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Fassets,  Lee  and  his  men  obtained  a 
furlough  and  returned  to  refresh  themselves 
and  recruit  their  wardrobes. —  With  the  Fas- 
sets was  Matthew  Lyon  as  Lieutenant,  then 
of  Arlington  afterwards  of  Fairhaven.  The 
pleasures  of  life  at  Jericho— with  nothing 
but  interminable  wools  aroun  1  them,  no 
prospect  of  company  except  unseasonable 
calU  from  bears,  wolves,  Indiana  and  Tones 
soon  began  to  be  realized  in  all  their  cap- 
tivating luxury  by  the  Fassets,  Lyon  and 
company.    Discontented  with  their  exposed 


[  inactive  life,  they  imparted  their  dissatis- 
faction to  each  other,  and  soon  resolved  to 
leave  the  station. —  But  this  was  a  dangerous 
step,  to  desert  his  po--t,  would  be  to  the  o:h- 
cer,  public  disgrace  and  the  loss  of  his  com- 
mission, and  to  the  soldier,  death.  It  was 
finally  agreed  that  the  soldiers  should  appear 
to  mutiny  and  compel  the  officers  to  ieava 
and  packing  up,  off  they  started  for  home. 
Meanwhile,  Lee  and  his  men — their  furlough 
about  expiring — had  staned  from  Rutland 
and  arrived  at  Brandon,  on  their  return 
for  Jericho,  when  news  of  the  desartion  reach- 
ed them.  Lee  sending  on  his  men,  imme- 
diately crossed  over  to  Ti.  to  inform  Gea. 
Gates  of  the  affair.  Gates  had  already 
heard  of  it  and  had  sent  a  Major  with  a 
corps  of  riflemen  to  intercept  the  fugitives 
and  bring  them  to  Ti.  At  Middlebury  the 
riflemen  met  Lee's  men,  and  a  difficulty 
arose  immediately.  The  Major's  ord«rs 
were  to  take  the  Fassets  and  all  their 
men.  Lee's  men  replied  through  their  ser- 
gant3  Mott  &  Martin,  that  they  had  done  no 
wrong  and  would  not  give  up  their  arms 
or  surrender  as  prisoners  to  any  power  oa 
earth;  they  shouid  encamp  where  they  were, 
as  they  had  intended  to  do,  but  if  the  r:fle- 
meu  would  go  on  that  night  they  would 
follow  them  the  n  xt  morning,  and  to  thia 
the  Major — seeing  there  was  no  other  way 
without  a  fight — consented.  The  Fassets, 
Lyon  and  men  were  taken  near  New  Hav- 
en and  carried  to  Ti.  Here  their  swor is  were 
taken  from  the  officers,  and  all  Were  thrown 
into  the  guard  house.  Lee  obtained  author- 
ity to  release  all  whom  he  knew  to  be  inno- 
cent, and  the  rest  were  to  be  court-maruaied. 
The  facts  having  been  elicited  by  the  inv -.-li- 
gation, the  sentence  liberated  all  the  soi  ii  -rs 
and  not  only  deprived  the  officers  of  t:ij<r 
commissions,  but  rendered  them  ineligible  to 
a  reappointment  in  the  continental  service. 
The  latter  part  of  the  sentence  of  the  otScera, 
Gates  took  off  saying  "  that  if  any  holy  was 

d  1  fool  enough  to  appoint  such  cow« 

ards,  they  might,"  and  the  next  year  Gen. 
St.  Clair  as  commander  of  the  Northern  de- 
partment reversed  the  sentence  of  the  on- 
cers.  This  transaction  excited  general  e\<  r.i 
tion  througuout  the  army;  tiio  officers  -  sre. 
hung  in  effigy  &c  The  Fass.-u  never  after 
wards  held  any  commission  in  tho  continen- 
tal service,  though  Lyon  was  appoint  1 
paymaster — while  Lee  revolved  a  conimia,' 
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sion  as  Captain  in  the  Continental  service 
for  three  years  and  raised  a  company,  Martin 
being  one  of  his  Lieutenants.  Hickok  of 
Hubbardton,  with  a  company,  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  Jericho.  Oue  of  the  conse 
quences  of  this  affair,  and  the  fierce  party 
spirit  of  the  times,  was  the  shameful  brawl 
between  Mathew  Lyon  and  Roger  Griswold, 
in  the  house  of  Representatives  in  Congress, 
Jan,  1798.  [For  which  see  preceding  Histo- 
ry of  Fairhaven. — Ed. 

TOWN  OFFICERS  OF    RUTLAND  FROM   1780  TO 

1848. 

1780.  Town  clerk  Joseph  Hawley  ;  town 
treasurer,  Joseph  Bowker;  selectmen,  Lt. 
Roswell  Post,  John  Smith  1st,  Lt.  Moses 
Hale,  Capt.  Zebulon  Mead,  Reuben  Harmon. 

1781.  — Town  clerk,  Joseph  Hawley;  town 
treasurer.  Joseph  Bowker  ;  selectmen,  Capt. 
John  Smith,  2nd,  Capt  John  Smith,  1st,  Col. 
Ja's  Claghorn,  John  Johnson,  Lt.  Moses 
Hale. 

1782  —  Town  clerk,  Joseph  Hawley  ;  town 
treasurer,  Joseph  Bowker;  selectmen,  Joseph 
Bowker,  Benj.  Whipple,  Roswell  Post,  Ja's 
Mead,  Thomas  Lee. 

1783 —  Town  clerk,  Joseph  Hawley  ;  town 
treasurer,  Joseph  Bowker  ;  selectmen,  Benj. 
Whipple,  Thos.  Lee,  Jona  Carpenter,  John 
Johnson,  Samuel  Williams. 

1784 —  Town  clerks,  Jos.  Hawley,  and  Tim- 
othy Boardrnan  ;  town  treasurers,  Jos.  Bow- 
ser and  Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  Capt.  Z.  Mead, 
Capt.  Israel  Harris,  Ensign  John  Johnson, 
{Samuel  Williams,  Moses  Hale. 

1785. — Town  clerk,  Timothy  Boardrnan  ; 
treasurer,  Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  Samuel  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  Ensign  John  Johnson  Lt.  Wm. 
Barr. 

1787. — Town  clerk,  Benjamin  Risley  ; 
treasurer,  Asa  Hale;  selectmen,  Sam'l  Wil- 
liams, Wm.  Barr,  John  Johnson. 

1788— Town  clerk,  Sam'l  Williams;  treas- 
urer, A.  Hale  ;  selectmen,  EbenjJ'ratt,  Ros. 
Post,  Wm.  Barr. 

1789. — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer, 
A.  Hale  ;  selectmen,  E.  Pratt,  Stephen  Wil- 
liams, Israel  Harris. 

1790 — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer, 
Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  Wm.  Barr,  Jared  Wad- 
kins,  S.  Williams. 

1791. — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer, 
Asa  Hale ;   selectmen,  S,  Williams,  Jared 


Wadkins,  Augustus  Hibbard,  John  Johnson 
John  Prentiss. 

1792.  — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer. 
Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  S.  Williams,  J.  John- 
son, Wm.  Barr,  J.  Wadkins,  Daniel  Chipman. 

1793.  — Town  clerk„S.  Williams;  treasurer. 
Asa  Hale;  selectmen,  S.  Williams,  Wait 
Chatterton,  Samuel  Mattocks,  T.  Boardrnan, 
Daniel  Chipman. 

1794.  — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer, 
Asa  Hale;  selectmen,  0.  Harman,  John 
Ramsdell,  Aaron  Thrall,  Daniel  Chipman. 

1795.  — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams;  treasurer. 
Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  Nathan  Osgood,  Olivei 
Harmon,  Stephen  Williams,  Joel  Roberts, 
John  Smith. 

1796.  — Town  clerk,  S.  Williams  ;  treasurer. 
Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  N.  Osgood,  O.  Harman, 
S.  Williams,  J.  Ramsdell,  I.  Reed. 

1797.  — Town  c.erk,S.  Williams;  treasurer, 
Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  Darius  Chipman,  John 
Ramsdell,  I.  Reed,  Moses  Watkins,  Stephen 
Williams. 

1798.  — Town  clerk.  Nathan  Osgood  ;  treas- 
urer, Asa  Hale  ;  selectmen,  I.  Reed,  M.  Wa:- 
kins,  Jona  Wells,  0.  Harmon,  Nathan  Pratt. 

1799.  — Town  clerk,  N.  Osgood  ;  treasurer, 
Tho's.  Hale ;  selectmen,  I.  Reed,  M.  Watkins, 
Jona  Wells,  0.  Harmon,  J.  Ramsdell. 

1800.  — Town  clerk,  N.  Osgood  ;  treasurer, 
T.  Hale  ;  selectmen,  I.  Reed,  M.  Watkins,  J. 
Wells,  0.  Harmon,  Wm.  Jenkins. 

1801.  — Town  clerk,  Thomas  Hooker; 
treasurer,  James  D  Butler;  selectmen.  J. 
Wells,  M.  Watkins,  Mathew  Fenton,  Wait 
Chatterton,  Elisha  Clark. 

1802.  — Town  clerk,  T.  Hooker;  treasurer, 
J.  D.  Butler;  selectmen,  J.  Well3,  M.  Wat- 
kins, M.  Fenton,  W.  Chatterton,  R.  Paige. 

1803.  — Town  clerk,  Benj.  Lord  ;  treasurer, 
J.  D.  Butler,  selectmen,  J.  Wells,  M.  Wat- 
kins, M.  Fenton,  W.  Chatterton,  J.  Boll. 

1804.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer.  J. 
D.  Butler;  selectmen,  J.  Wells,  M.  Watkins, 
M.  Fenton,  W.  Chatterton,  J.  Ramsdell. 

1805-6-7. — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treas- 
urer, Nichols  Goddard  ;  selectmen,  J.  Wells, 
M.  Watkins,  M.  Fenton,  W.  Chatterton,  J. 
Ramsdell. 

1805.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord;  treasurer,  N. 
Goddard;  selectmen,  J.  Wells,  M.  Watkins, 
M.  Fenton,  W.  Chatterton,  J.  D.  Butb-r. 

1809-10 — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer, 
N.  Goddard;  selectmen,  J.  Wells,  M.  Wat- 
kins, M.  Fenton,  Eben  Pratt,  J.  D.  Butler. 


RUTLAND. 


1081 


1811 — Town  clerk,  B,  Lord;  treasurer, 
Charles  K.  Williams;  selectmen,  M.  Watkins, 
J.  D.  Butler.  E.  Pratt,  N.  Fenton,  Gershom 
Cheney. 

1812.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams ;  selectmen,  M.  Watkins,  J.  D. 
Butler,  M.  Fenton,  Win.  Denison,  G.  Cheney. 

1813.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord ;  treasurer.  C. 
K.  Williams;  selectmen,  G.  Cheney,  Joel 
Smith,  Abijah  Pratt,  Silas  Pratt,  John  Bug- 
gies. 

1814.  — Town  clerk,  Win.  Page  ;  treasurer, 
C.K.  Williams;  selectmen,  A.  Pratt,  S.  Pratt, 
John  Buggies,  Wra,  Mead,  Moses  Lester. 

1815.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams;  selectmen,  A.  .Pratt,  S.  Pratt, 
J.  Ruggles,  Wm.  Denison,  M.  Lester. 

1*16. — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord;  treasurer,  C. 
K.Williams;  selectmen,  A.  Pratt,  S.  Pratt, 
J.  Ruggles,  Medad  Sheldon,  Wm.  Barnes. 

1817.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams  ;  selectmen,  Chauncy  Thrall,  J. 
Ruggles,  M.  Sheldon,  Wm.  Barnes,  John 
Wells. 

1818.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams  ;  selectmen,  C.  Thrall,  J.  Rug- 
gles, Edmund  Douglass,  Wm.  Barnes,  John 
Barr. 

1819.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams,  selectmen,  S.-  Pratt,  Wm.  Hall, 
Ed.  Douglass,  John  Barr.  Wm.  Fay. 

1820.  — Town  clerk,  B  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams;  selectmen,  S.  Pratt,  J.  Barr,  E. 
'Douglass,  Wm.  Fay,  Moses  Lester. 

1821.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams;  selectmen,  Francis  Slason,  Wm. 
Gooking,  Moses  Strong. 

1822.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer,  C. 
K.  Williams ;  selectmen,  Robert  Pierpoint, 
Abner  Mead,  Jesse  Gove. 

1823.  — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer, 
Wm.  Page;  selectmen,  R.  Pierpoint,  Benj. 
Blanchard,  J.  Gove. 

1824-5 — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer, 
W.  Page;  selectmen,  R.  Pierpoint,  Penning 
Chatterton,  Edward  Dyer. 

1826. — Town  clerk,  B.  Lord  ;  treasurer. 
W.  Page;  selectmen,  B.  Chatterton,  E.  Dyer, 
A.  L.  Brown. 

1827-8-0— Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown; 
treasurer,  Wm.  Page;  selectmen,  G.  T.  Hod- 
ges, M.  Watkins.  Sam'l  Griggs. 

1830-31 — Town  clork,  A.  L.  Brown;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page  ;  selectmen,  Samuel  Griggs, 
Jona  Dike,  David  Morgan,  R.  C.  Royce. 


1832-3. — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page  ;  selectmen,  Joel  M.  Mead, 
James  Porter,  Elijah  Boardman,  Luther  Dan- 
iels, 

1834 — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page;  selectmen,  J.  M.  Mead,  J. 
Porter,  E.  Boardman,  L.  Daniels,  John 
Smith. 

1835.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Fay  ;  selectmen,  Nath'l  A.  Jones, 
Dan.  Kelly,  J.  Porter,  Stephen  Daniels,  Ru- 
fus  Long. 

1836.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Fay ;  selectmen,  N.  A.  Jones,  D. 
Kelly,  Rufus  Long,  Chauncy  Thrall,  D.  P. 
Bell. 

1S37. — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Fay  ;  selectmen,  D.  Kelly,  Luther 
Thrall,  S.  Foot,  Daniel  Gleason,  Silas  Smith. 

1838.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Fay  ;  selectmen,  S.  Foot,  D.  Mor- 
gan, Avery  Billings. 

1839.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Fay ;  selectmen,  Wm.  Hall,  A. 
Billings,  D.  Morgan,  A.  Dikeman,  Henry 
Mussey. 

1840.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page ;  selectmen,  A.  Billings, 
Charles  Burt,  B.  F.  Blanchard. 

1841-2 — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page :  selectmen,  A.  Billings,  C. 
Burt,  Jos.  A.  Deal  and. 

1843.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  :  treas- 
urer, Wm.  Page  ;  selectmen,  J.  C.  Thrall,  J. 
A.  Dealand,  J.  C.  Reynolds. 

1844.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, E.  Pierpoint ;  selectmen,  J.  C.  Thrall,  J. 
C.  Reynolds,  Wm.  Gilmore. 

1845.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, E.  Pierpoint ;  selectmen,  J.  C.  Reynolds, 
Wm.  Gilmore,  T.  Moulthrop. 

1846.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, E.  Pierpoint;  Selectmen,  T.  Moulthrop, 
Benj.  Capron,  A.  Dikeman. 

1847.  — Town  clerk,  A.  L.  Brown  ;  treas- 
urer, E.  Pierpoint ;  selectmen,  B.  Capron,  A. 
Dikeman,  D.  P.  Bell. 

1848.  — Town  clerk,  A  L.  Brown;  treas- 
urer, E.  Pierpoint;  selectmen,  J.  L.  Billing*, 
Wait  Chatterton,  Luke  Ward. 

Unfortunately,  the  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  and  most  of  the  neighboring 
towns,  during  the  first  few  years  aft--r  their 
organization,  are  lost.  The  loss  of  all  the 
town  records,  down  to  July,  1777,  is  easily 
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accounted  for — at  that  time  the  confusion 
and  hurried  efforts  to  escape  from  the  British 
army,  which  had  with  a  suddenness  so  start- 
ling, captured  Ticonderoga  and  invaded  the 
heart  of  Rutland  county,  caused  the  neglect 
of  everything  but  the  preservation  of  life,  and 
the  necessary  means  of  subsistence.  The 
cause  of  the  lo-s  of  the  subsequent  records  is 
unknown.  The  earliest  town  meeting  of 
which  the  record  is  extant,  was  held  on  the 
14th  day  of  March,  1780. — It  seems  by  offici- 
al signatures,  that  John  Johnson  was  town 
clerk  in  1775,  Ja's  Claghorn,  Roswell  Post, 
and  Zebulon  Mead,  selectmen,  in  1777,  and 
James  Claghorn,  Roswell  Post,  and  Moses 
Hale,  selectmen  in  1779.  The  record  of  the 
town  meeting  in  March,  1736  has  not  been 
found.  Joseph  Bowker  was  elected  town 
treasurer  in  March,  17S4  and  dying  the  sum- 
mer following,  Asa  Hale  was  elected  treas- 
urer 7th  Sept.  1784,  Jos.  Hawley  was  elected 
town  clerk  in  March  1784  and  Timothy 
Boardman  was  elected  town  clerk  26th  May, 
1784. 

EUTLAND  FORTS, 

About  the  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity 
erected  a  fort  for  their  mutual  safety,  on 
what  is  now  the  burnt  district  in  East  Rut 
laud  village.  Few  persons  now  living  recol 
lect  it,  and  but  brief  details  can  be  obtained 
concerning  its  history.  Its  form  is  oblong — 
about  eight  rods  East  and  West,  and  ten 
rods  North  and  South — its  South  side  nearly 
coinciding  with  the  North  line  of  Mr. 
Daniels'  store.  It  was  made  chiefly  of  ma- 
ple— the  pickets  were  sunk  about  five  feet  in 
the  ground  and  extended  about  fourteeu  feet 
high,  the  sides  of  the  pickets  touching  each 
other,  being  hewed  smooth,  while  the  inside 
and  outside  were  unhewn — at  each  corner 
was  a  redoubt  or  flanker  about  eight  feet 
square,  so  that  the  front  of  each  side  of  the 
fort  could  be  raked  from  one  flanker — at  a 
convenient  height  for  shooting,  were  port 
holes  radiating  in  and  out,  leaving  the  cen- 
tre only  large  enough  to  admit  a  musket,  ami 
extending  at  a  distance,  of  six  feet  apart,  all 
around  the  sides  of  the  fort  and  flankers. — 
On  the  West  side  a  little  South  of  the  centre 
was  the  only  gate,  inside  of  the  fort  was  a 
small  building  lor  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion in  time  of  need,  afterwards  used  as  a 
dwelling.  In  the  South  part  of  the  iort  was 
a  well,  over  which,  some  years  after,  a  largo 


flat  stone  was  placed  and  this  covered  with 
earth,  so  that  for  many  years  the  well  has 
not  been  seen,  though  it  is  said  by  one  fa- 
miliar with  it,  that  by  little  labor,  rightly 
directed,  the  curious  might  be  gratified  in 
re-opening  it.  As  other  forts  were  built 
North  and  West  of  this,  it  soon  became  of 
little  consequence,  and  the  pickets  were  grad- 
ually used  up  for  fuel,  one  of  the  inhabitants 
obtaining  from  his  industry  in  that  particu- 
lar, the  soubriquet  of  "Picket  John."  No 
tragical  incident  can,  by  any  ingenuity  at  this 
day,  be  connected  with  its  fate. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of- the 
government  of  Vermont,  in  March,  1778,  it 
was  decided  to  make  Rutland  the  Head  Quar- 
ters of  the  State  troops,  and  Captain  Gideon 
Brownson  was  appointed  commander  of  the 
forces  stationed  here.  Their  first  business 
was  the  erection  of  a  suitable  Fort.  This  was 
located  on  the  hill  East  of  Mead's  (now 
Gookin's)  Falls.  It  was  made  of  unhewn 
hemlock  logs  or  pickets,  sunk  in  a  trench  5 
feet  deep,  rising  15  feet  high,  sharpened  at 
the  top,  and  inclining  slightly  outwards.  Be- 
tween each  of  the  pickets  on  the  inside  was 
another  8  feet  high  so  as  to  be  bullet  proof — 
port  holes  like  those  in  the  other  Fort.  It 
seems  uncertain  whether  there  were  flankers 
to  this  Fort  or  not.  It  was  elliptical  or  oval 
in  form,  enclosing  an  area  of  two  or  more 
acres,  sufficient  to  accommodate  200  or  300 
men.  On  the  East  and  West  sides  were  large 
plank  gates  for  the  admission  of  teams  and  on 
the  South  a  wicket  gate  for  the  convenience 
of  obtaining  water  from  Otter  Creek.  In 
the  Northwest  part  of  the  Fort  was  a  block 
house  of  hewn  logs,  30  or  40  feet  square, 
two  stories  high  roofed  and  shingled,  the  jet 
under  the  eves  projecting  2  feet — in  the  lower 
storv  were  horizontal  port  holes  and  in  the 
jet  perpendicular  ones  through  all  of  which 
a  fire  could  be  maintained  corapletly  raking 
every  spot  of  ground  about  the  house — the 
North  and  West  sides  of  the  block  house  form- 
ed a  part  of  the  outside  of  the  Fort — the 
door  was  on  the  East  side.  In  the  Northeast 
and  Southwest  corners  were  sentry  boxes, 
elavated  on  poles  so  as  to  overlook  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  Fort,  boarded  up  chiu  high, 
with  a  covering  to  ward  oil"  the  rain  and 
snow,  and  a  ladder  to  ascend  to  the  door  in 
the  box.  Near  the  northeast  corner  was  a 
^uard  house  of  rough  boards,  rooted  and 
floored,  in  which  the  sentry  slept,  when  re- 
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lieved  from  their  two  hour's  watch.  Along 
the  north  side  were  the  officers'  barracks  of 
rough  boards,  roofs  sloping  up  against  the 
pickets,  the  soldiers'  barracks  along  the 
south  side,  and  the  intervening  space  exten- 
ding east  and  west  was  used  for  a  parade 
ground,  through  the  whole  length  of  which 
was  cut  in  the  turf  a  line  on  which  the  raw 
recruits  learned  to  "toe  the  mark."  The  fort 
was  supplied  with  a  cannon  of  nine  pounds 
calibre,  and  with  this,  one  of  the  soldiers 
once  boasted  to  a  man  present  who  had  seen 
service  that  they  were  prepared  for  a  pretty- 
severe  siege,  for  they  had  twelve  cannon 
cartridges — to  which  the  sailor,  (Samuel  Me* 
Connell)  replied  they  often  used  as  many 
cartridges  in  as  many  minutes  on  board  ship. 
The  ground  south  and  east  of  the  Fort  being 
covered  with  scrub  oaks,  was  cleared  south 
to  the  Creek  and  east  to  the  distance  of  15 
or  20  rods  to  guard  against  unforeseen 
attacks. — The  dwelling  houses  no^on  the 
hill  east  of  Gookin's  Falls  are  on  the  space 
enclosed  by  the  pickets — the  most  northern 
one  being  about  where  the  block  house  was. 
There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  block 
house  was  built  earlier  then  the  Fort. 

'The  Fort  was  called  Fort  Ranger,  and 
was  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  State  troops 
until  1781,  when  the  presence  of  a  large 
British  army  on  Lake  Champlain  caused  the 
removal  of  the  Head  Quarters  to  Castleton. 
Fort  Ranger,  situated  but  a  few  rods  from 
the  territorial  center  of  Rutland,  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mead's  saw-mill  and  grist 
mill,  the  meeting-house  and,  the  tavern  of 
John  Hopson  Johnson  (built  of  plank  on  the 
site  of  Ripley  &  Bailey's  store')  naturally 
became  the  rendezvous  of  the  town,  the  fav- 
orite resort  of  idlers,  loungers,  and  loafers, 
as  well  as  the  most  convenient  resort  of  those 
anxious  for  the  public  weal  and  the  chances 
of  barter  speculation — hereon  the  Sabbath 
noon  did  the  goodly  lovers  of  gossip  con- 
gregate in  the  interval  between  Parson 
Root's  forenoon  and  afternoon  discourses  and 
exchange  their  precious  wares  of  local  chit- 
chat, until  this  one's  rise  and  that  one's  fall, 
this  new  thing  and  that  old  thing  were  all 
duly  pondered  and  discussed— here  did  the 
Revolutionary  patriots  assemble  to  learn  the 
latest  orders  of  the  government  and  the  fresh 
news  from  the  American  Armv — here  was 
the  much  valued  weekly  newspaper  from 
Hartford,  Ct.   received  by  post,  read  and 


circulated —here  did  the  idle  soldiery  and 
congenial  lazaroni  exercise  their  skill  and 
strength  in  the  exciting  games  of  long  ball, 
&c. — and  here  (in  the  block  house)  did  the 
freemen  assemble  in  town  meeting,  wherein 
rustic  Solons  uttered  their  oracular  dicta. — 
Though  Rutland  was  terribly  alarmed  by 
threatened  inroads  of  Indians,  several  times 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  towns 
immediately  North  of  it  actually  invaded, — 
Fort  Ranger  was  never  attacked  by  the  en- 
emy, and  the  only  danger  its  inrnate3  incur- 
red arose  from  the  assassin  shots  of  tories 
and  Indians  in  the  night,  aiming  at  the  heads 
of  the  men  in  the  sentry  boxes  or  incautious 
stragglers.  N 

On  the  27th  March,  1781,  the  town  meet- 
ing was  opened  in  the  meetinghouse  accor- 
ding to  notice,  thence  it  adjourned  to  the 
tavern  of  John  Hopson  Johnson,  and  thence 
as  the  town  record 'reads  "for  necessary  rea- 
sons" it  adjourned  to  the  "Store  House  in 
Fort  Ranger." 

"Proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  against 
Melkiah  Grout,  Feb.  18,  1779. 

Note, — The  within  officers  belong  to  Col. 
Warner's  Regiment. 

Fort  Ranger  February  18,  1779. 
Garrison  Orders. 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  to  set  at  12 
o'clock,  this  day  to  examine  and  hear  the  ev- 
idence for  and  against  such  prisoners  as  shall 
be  brought  before  them — whereof, 

Capt.  Thomas  Lee  is  President. 
Lt.  Marvin,  Lt.  Wiott,  Ensign  Beach,  En- 
sign Brush — Members. 
By  order  of  Gideon  Brownson,  Com'r  the 
Court  being  met  and  duly  sworn,  proceeded 
to  try  Melkiah  Grout — the  prisoner  being 
brought  before  the  Court,  pleads  not  guilty. 
The  Court  after  hearing  the  evidence  tor 
and  against  the  prisoner — it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Court  that  the  crime  is  not  supported, 
Per  Thomas  Lee,  president, 
The  above  judgment  is  approved  of  by  the 
Commanding  officer,  and  order  the  prisoner 
to  be  set  at  liberty. 

Per  Gideon  Brownson,  Capt.  Com'r. 

Copy  of  "Orders  for  Capt.  Thomas  Sawver 
commanding  at  Fort  Ranger,  dated  Arling- 
ton. May  11,  1779 

The  design  and  object  of  a  garrisons'  being 
kept  at  your  post  is  to  prevent  the  incursion 
of  the  enemy  on  the  northern  frontiers  and 
to  annoy  them  should  they  come  within 
your  reach  ;  as  there  are  two  other  Forts,  one 
at  Castloton,  and  the  other  at  Puts  ford  de- 
pendent on  yours,  you  are  to  take  care  that 
they   are  properly   maunod  and  provided 
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proportionable  to  your  strength  at  Fort  Ran- 
ger. You  will  keep  out  constant  scout3  to- 
wards the  Lake,  so  as  to  get  the  earliest  intel- 
ligence of  the  motion  and  designs  of  the 
enemy.  You  will  keep  the  command  of  Fort 
Ranger  and  other  Forts  depending  uutil  other- 
wise ordered  by  me  or  until  some  Continent- 
al Officers  shall  take  the  command.  You 
will  post  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  rno- 
tiou  of  the  enemy  to  me  and  guard  against 
surprise.    Given  under  my  hand 

Thos.  Chittenden,  Capt.  Gen." 

THE  BATTLE  OF  SHELBURNE. 
BT  WHITFIELD  WALKEB,  ESQ.,  OF  WHITING,  ADDISOJf,  00. 

The  scene  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  the  land  of  Allen,  Stark 
and  Warner,  names  that  will  ever  live  on  the 
pages  of  American  History,  as  distinguished 
for  their  boldness  and  fearless  intrepidity. 
The  battle  of  Shelburne  occurred  on  the  12th 
of  March,  1773,  but  before  I  proceed  to  de- 
tail the  circumstances,  and  incidents  of  the 
battle,  I  will  introduce  to  the  reader's  notice, 
the  hardy  and  war-worn  veteran  who  com- 
manded on  that  occasion.  His  name  was 
Thomas  Sawyer,  who  was  born  in  Worcester 
Co.  Mass.  When  the  war  first  broke  out  he 
was  ready  at  his  country's  call,  and  for  2  years 
was  at  Prospect  Hill  as  master  of  fortifica- 
tions and  redoubts,  the  next  2  years  at  Ticon- 
deroga.  He  then  returned  to  Templeton,  Mass., 
to  remove  his  family  to  Clarendon,  Vt,  but 
before  their  arrival  at  Clarendon,  and  while 
at  Springfield,  news  Wis  received  of  the  sur-, 
render  of  Ticunderoga.  He  left  his  wife  and 
children  and  hastened  to  the  scene  of  sup- 
posed danger,  to  ascertain  if  it  would  be  safe 
to  proceed  further  with  his  family.  He  soon 
returned,  and  they  resumed  their  journey  to 
Clarendon,  erected  a  grist  mill,  and  built 
a  block  house,  for  the  security  of  his  own 
and  the  few  other  families  in  the  vicinity  : 
the  windows  were  barricaded  with  thick  oak 
plank  shutters,  hung  with  thick  iron  hinges. 
This  was  the  place  of  common  resort,  in  all 
times  of  alarm,  which  were  then  not  unfre- 
quent.  For  his  untiring  perservance  on  all 
occasions,  the  new  settlers  duly  appreciated, 
and  were  ready  unitedly  to  honor  him  with 
their  confidence.  He  was  made  a  military 
Captain,  which  appointment  he  accepted  and 
the  sequel  will  show  with  what  devotion  he 
cerved  his  country. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Parsons,  emigrated 
from  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  to  Shelburne, 
Vt,  and  built,  for  the  security  of  his  family, 
a  block  house,  which  was  in  an  unfinished 


condition.  That  section  of  the  Stat';  b^H-g  ;a- 
fested  by  Tories  and  Indians  and  iiR*r*- 
tected  by  any  military  force,  he  wa* 
acquainted  with  an  expected  incursisa  -:f 
Tories  and  Indians  from  Canada.  A  ii!*^*^. 
ger  was  sent  to.  Clarendon  for  assiitahc*. 
Col.  Sawyer  heard  the  call  and  his  actios 
was  prompt,  he  called  his  company  tog^-ir 
and  beat  up  for  followers.  L.  Barnura  and 
fifteen  others  caught  their  commander's  spiris 
and  turned  out  at  the  tap  of  the  drum.  CoL 
Sawyer  had  a  wife  and  six  children,  the  oil- 
est  of  which  was  a  son  of  twelve  years, 
whose  business  was  to  chop  and  draw  the 
wood  and  assist  his  mother  in  tending  tne  zmz 
mill.  These  he  left  and  took  up  the  line  of 
march  with  17  volunteers  Jan.  1773.  T:.eir 
pathway  was  a  trackless  forest,  except  by 
the  Indian,  wolf  and  panther:  the  season  was 
inclement,  and  snow  deep,  the  march  tei:ou3 
and  their  suffering  and  privations  intense, 
and  in  the  last  ten  miles  of  their  march  tne 
party  came  near  perishing. 

On  their  arrival  at  Mr.  Parsons'  block 
house,  the  place  of  destination,  a  distance  of 
66  miles,  late  in  the  evening,  and  nearly  fro- 
zen, they  found  Parsons  and  family  in  a  state 
of  anxious  solicitude  for  tueir  safety,  and  thafc 
of  a  few  other  hardy  pioneers.  They  were 
hospitably  received  and  shared  with  them  a 
frugal  meal  of  hominy,  ground  in  the  ste^l 
hand-mill  which  he  bro't  from  New  Jersey  : 
glad  were  they  to  share  his  shelter,  and 
camp  about  his  ample  fire:  never  did  human 
beings,  while  resting  their  weary  limos  upon 
the  hard  rloor,  more  deeply  realize 

"Tired  Nature's  sweet  restorer  balmy  Sleep." 

When  morning  came  the  volunteers  set 
about  repairing  the  defence  by  putting  the 
block  house  in  better  repair,  the  doors  and 
windows  being  insecure  and  requiring  to  b« 
barricaded.  Operations  were  at  onoe  com- 
menced, and  they  had  nearly  complied  th« 
defence,  all  except  securing  one  window, 
when  they  found  the  block  hou*e  surroun  !<2 1 
by  Tories  and  Indians,  the  first  notice  of 
which  was  the  discharge  of  a  volley  of  mus- 
kets, through  the  insecure  window,  by  which 
three  persons  were  killed,  named  Barnura, 
Woodard  and  Daniels,  the  two  latter  of  wl  c  a 
were  not  of  the  party,  but  only  came  m  for 
protection  during  the  night. 

The  battle  then  commenced  in  goo  1  earn- 
est, the  guns  of  the  assailed  were  pointed 
with   deadly  aim  at  the  enemy,  numbers 
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fell  reaping  a  rich  reward  for  their  temerity, 
till  at  length  they  became  desperate,  and  set 
fire  to  the  fort  in  several  places;  What  was  to 
be  done.  There  was  no  water  at  hand,  and 
the  flames  were  rapidly  spreading.  Capt, 
Sawyer  ordered  the  contents  of  a  beer  barrel 
to  be  used,  one  of  the  number  sallied  out  un- 
der a  shower  of  bullets  and  fortunately  ex- 
tinguished the  fire.  A  second  attempt  was 
made  to  fire  it,  but  our  little  band  became 
in  turn  the  assailants,  the  enemy  were  driv- 
en from  the  field  carrying  off  the  wounded  ; 
and  as  was  supposed  a  portion  of  the  dead, 
leaving  seven  on  the  field,  together  with  four 
prisoners  taken. 

At  morning's  early  dawn,  they  surveyed 
the  battle  field,  pursuing  the  track  of  the  en- 
emy to  Lake  Champlain.  About  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  scene  of  action,  tracing  it  by 
the  bloody  snow  which  was  deeply  tinged,  as 
they  passed  down  the  banks  of  Blood  Brook, 
bo  called  from  the  battle,  they  found  holes 
cut  through  the  ice  in  the  Lake  the  edges  of 
which  were  bloody. 

Among  the  killed  was  an  Indian  Chief, 
with  ear  and  nose  jewels,  also  a  powder 
horn,  belt  and  bullet  pouch.  These  troph- 
ies .the  Colonel  kept  as  long  as  he  lived,  as 
the  memento  of  an  illustrious  deed  achieved 
by  him  and  his  followers,  on  the  memorable 
12th  of  March,  177S. 

Three  days  previous  to  the  battle  a  tory  by 
the  name  of  Phiio,  left  the  vicinity  on  skates 
for  St.  Johns,  to  give  the  British  notice  that 
a  patroling  party  were  at  Shelburne,  and 
they  projected  the  plan  of  their  capture,  and 
the  extirpation  of  those  devoted  friends  of 
liberty.  The  assailants  came  on  skates,  that 
the  surprise  might  be  complete,  but  the  cow- 
ardly miscreant  Philo,  did  not  return  but 
stayed  behind.  They  doubtless  congratulated 
themselves  with  certan  prospects  of  a  blood- 
less triumph  so  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
and  that  the  scalps  of  this  band  of  heroes 
would  entitle  them  to  a  liberal  bounty  from 
the  British  Government,  but  they  learnt  to 
their  sorrow  that  the  sons  of  liberty  were 
awake,  and  ready  to  pour  out  their  blood 
like  water,  in  defence  of  their  homes,  and 
fireside  altars.  From  the  preceding  facts,  it 
was  believed  by  the  victors  that  the  number 
of  their  killed  far  exceeded  what  were  found 
on  the  field,  but  nothing  certain  was  ever 
known.  Captain  Sawyer,  as  a  reward  for 
the  heroism  of  the  soldier  who  extinguished 


the  flames  of  the  burning  Fort  with  the  con- 
tents of  the  beer  barrel,  presented  him  with 
his  watch.  His  noble  daring  was  gratefully 
remembered  by  his  commander,  as  such  act3 
should  be,  and  rewarded. 

In  consideration  of  his  services  Captain 
Sawyer,  the  ensuing  summer,  was  given  the 
command  of  the  Fort  at  Rutland,  winch  he 
held  two  years,  rendering  important  service 
to  his  country. 

Immediately  after  the  war,  he  removed  to 
Salisbury  and  built  the  first  mills  in  this  part 
of  Addison  County.  What  is  now  the  vil- 
lage of  Middlebury,  was  then  a  wilderness, 
and  the  roar  of  its  waterfalls  which  now 
turn  its  hundreds  of  spindles,  ran  to  waste, 
only  making  music  for  the  wild  deer  and 
howling  panther. 

May  15,  1847. 

PART  II.  FROM  THE  VERMONT  COURIER. 

One  of  the  actors,  Daniel  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Clarendon,  in  this  State,  still  lives.  He  is  my 
maternal  uncle,  and  to  him  I  was  indebted 
some  years  since  for  the  detail. 

In  the  winter  of  1776-7  the  settlers  in 
towns  on  Lake  Champlain  suffered  repeat- 
edly from  the  predatory  and  murdeous  incur- 
sions of  the  Canadians,  Indians  and  Tories. 
It  was  the'winter  previous  to  the  descent  of 
Burgoyne,  and  the  attention  of  all  was  turn- 
ed towards  the  Northern  Frontier.  The  in- 
habitants left  their  dwellings  and  removed 
their  property  when  practicable,  and  by  the 
middle  of  winter,  no  'settlements  were  left  far- 
ther north  than  the  town  of  Shelburne.  A  few 
families  remained  in  that  town,  and  especially 
the  Parsonses,  who  had  done  more  towards  re- 
moving the  primitive  forests  and  accumulating 
around  them  the  comforts  of  life,  than  almost 
any  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  Vermont.  It 
was  to  protect  these  pioneers  in  the  march 
of  civilization  that  a  '  scouting  party,' 
consisting  of  16  men,  worthy,  3-ouna,  and 
vigorous,  under  the  command  of  a  military 
captain  by  the  name  of  Sawyer,  was  dis- 
patched in  January,  1777  from  Rutland.  The 
depth  of  the  snow  was  from  3  to  4  feet,  but 
the  party,  mounted  on  snow  shoes,  were  not 
obliged  to  measure  its  depth,  except  in  places 
where  from  being  unusually  sheltered  from 
the  sun,  it  had  not  acquire  i  sufficient  consis- 
tency to  buoy  them  up.  Hence  they  encoun- 
tered tho  greatest  difficulty  and  were  some- 
times detained  for  several  hours  by  a  track 
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of  uusettled  snow,  of  very  limited  extent. 
Here  and  there  at  distant  intervals  a  few 
familes  were  scattered  about,  but  no  inter- 
course was  kept  up  between  them  sufficient 
to  preserve  even  the  semblance  of  a  road 
among  the  snows.  Owing  to  the  dense  un- 
broken character  of  the  primitive  forest,  the 
snow  exhibited  an  appearance  widely  differ- 
ent from  that  which  makes  a  modern  winter. 
The  woods  interposed  an  effectual  barrier  to 
the  action  of  the  wind  and  snow  was  distrib- 
uted over  the  surface  with  the  most  perfect 
uniformity. 

Where  the  flourishing  villages  of  Brandon 
and  Middlebury,  with  their  city-like  hum  of 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  industry  now 
stand,  all  was  silent  except  the  roar  of  the 
cataracts  over  their  rocky  beds,  and  the  sigh- 
ing of  the  winds  through  the  tops  of  the  lofty 
pines.  The  banks  of  Otter  Creek  remote  from 
the  Fall,  were  blessed  with  an  exuberant  fer- 
tility, and,  in  general,  were  covered  with  a 
lighter  growth  of  forest  than  the  uplands. 
From  these  causes,  and  from  some  facilities 
for  transportation  afforded  by  the  stream, 
most  of  its  population  was  located  near  its 
banks.  Our  party  for  the  most  part  followed 
the  course  of  the  river  till  they  arrived  at 
Vergennes,  where  there  were  a  few  families 
mostly  French.  From  Vergennes  to  Parsons' 
there  were  no  settlers  on  the -route  pursued 
by  the  party.  Parsons  had  possessed  himself 
of  a  highly  fertile  tract  of  land,  and  had 
erected  some  tolerably  commodious  buildings 
near  the  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  in  the 
near  vicinity  of  the  present  pleasant  and 
beautiful  residence  of  Hon.  Ezra  Meech.  The 
house  was  constructed  of  large  hewn  logs, 
with  but  three  or  four  windows,  and  those  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  ground,  so 
that  it  formed  a  post  that  might  be  consid- 
ered tenable  against  the  attacks  of  an  enemy 
provided  only  with  musketry. 

The  party  remained  at  Parsons'  a  week, 
daily  and  nightly  expecting  a  visit  from  a 
body  of  Canadians  that  they  had  learned 
were  preparing  at  Missisquois  (now  Phillips- 
burg)  to  ravage  the  northern  frontier.  In- 
deed it  was  this  intelligence  that  had  the 
principal  agency  in  leading  the  rangers  to 
leave  their  homes  to  traverse  the  woods  at 
this  inclement  season.  A  sentinel  was  con- 
stantly posted  on  an  eminence  near  the  house 
that  commanded  an  extensive  view  of  the 
lake  in  a  northern  direction,  as  it  was  ex- 


pected the  invading  party  would  make  their 
approach  on  the  ice.  No  enemy  having  made 
his  appearance  during  the  week,  and  the 
time  at  which  they  were  expected  having 
elapsed,  the  party  put  their  knapsacks  in  or- 
der at  night,  with  a  view  of  starting  for  their 
homes  on  the  following  morning. 

In  the  morning  a  light  snow  was  falling 
and  my  uncle  said  he  was  induced  by  sheer 
indolence  to  propose  to  the  party  to  post- 
pone their  departure  to  another  day.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  day  passed  in  the 
same  manner  as  those  that  preceded  it.  An 
hour  before  daylight  the  following  day,  their 
sentinel  at  the  door  fired  and  rushed  into  the 
house,  and  before  the  door  -could  be  closed 
was  followed  by  a  dozen  savages.  The  par- 
ty, who  were  sleeping  on  the  floor,  succeeded 
in  beating  their  invaders  from  the  house,  and 
barricading  the  door.  This  and  extinguish- 
ing the  fire  in  the  house,  was  all  the  work  of 
a  moment;  and  the  little  party  soon  found 
that  they  were  surrounded  by  more  than  a 
hundred  Canadians,  Tories,  and  Indians, 
They  had  evidently  expected  to  take  the  fron- 
tier settlers  by  surprise,  and  were  not  a  little 
disappointed  at  finding  the  inhabitants  aud 
property  of  every  description  removed  from 
the  little  settlements  on  Onion  River. 

Parsons'  house  was  the  first  from  which 
the  inhabitants  had  not  fled,  and  removed 
their  goods  and  provision  ;  and  this  the  sav- 
ages found  in  the  possession  of  a  very  effi- 
cient garrison.  The  savages  demanded  a 
parley  ;  a  considerable  number  collected  near 
a  window,  and  one,  who  took  upon  himself 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  invading  party,  in 
broken  English  propounded  to  those  within 
the  house  the  alternative  of  surrendering 
themselves  unconditionally  to  the  savages,  to 
be  scalped  or  otherwise  dealt  with  as  should 
be  most  agreeable  to  the  Indians ;  or  in  case 
of  a  refusal,  to  have  the  house  burnt  about 
their  ears. 

Neither  of  these  views  according  with  the 
views  of  the  Yankee  garrison,  the  right  com- 
menced. The  windows  were  shattered  by  the 
balls  of  the  savages,  while  the  garrison  by 
stationing  themselves  in  the  corners  of  the 
house,  and  placing  the  family  in  the  cellar, 
were  exposed  comparatively  to  Little  danger. 
The  snow  without  enabled  the  besiege  1  to 
see  their  enemies,  and  generally  to  take  de- 
liberate aim,  so  that  their  lire  seldom  failed 
of  taking  effect.    My  uncle  says  just  as  ho 
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had  finished  loading  his  rifle,  near  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement,  a  tail  sav- 
age mounted  a  pile  of  wood  near  the  house 
and  fired  into  the  window  :  he  immediately 
took  deliberate  aim  and  shot  him  dead.  He 
was  found  in  the  morning  on  the  spot  where 
he  fell.  The  house  was  soon  set  on  fire  ac- 
cording to  the  savage  threat.  Some  dry  ma- 
terials were  collected  and  inflamed  against 
the  corners  of  the  house. 

This  was  the  mode  of  attack  from  which 
most  was  to  be  feared,  and  against  which 
there  was  the  least  means  of  defence.  Capt.  i 
Sawyer  offered  his  watch  to  any  one  who 
would  extinguish  the  flames.  One  of  the 
party  named  Williams,  and  who  afterwards 
lived  to  a  good  old  age  in  Rutland,  went  to 
the  cellar  where  there  happened  to  be  a  bar- 
rel of  beer,  carried  it  out  in  pails  and  extin- 
guished the  fire,  discharged  his  rifle  among 
the  invaders,  and  entered  the  house  un- 
harmed. The  firing  of  the  house  was  repeat- 
ed, and  again  Williams  preserved  the  party 
by  putting  it  out. 

As  the  day  begau  to  dawn  the  fire  of  the 
besieged  became  more  effectual,  and  before  it 
was  fully  light,  word  was  given  in  the  house 
that  the  enemy  were  retreating  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  lake.  One  of  the  party  who  had 
commenced  loading  his  piece,  threw  down 
the  ball,  rested  across  the  window  sill,  and 
brought  down  the  hindermost  of  the  retreat- 
ing foe. 

Sixteen  were  found  dead  about  the  house 
and  from  the  well-known  practices  of  the  sav- 
ages to  carry  off  their  wounded  and  as  many 
of  the  dead  as  possible,  it  was  inferred  that 
their  loss  was  severe.  It  was  afterwards  as- 
certained that  more  than  30  were  killed  or 
died  of  their  wounds.  Of  those  left  dead  on 
the  spot,  several  were  Tories  painted  to  re- 
semble Indians. 

My  uncle  said  he  had  not  a  drop  of  fight- 
ing blood  in  his  composition  ;  that  he  always 
chose  to  be  at  the  first  end  of  a  feast  and  the 
last  end  of  a  fray;  but  he  avers  that  on  this 
occasion  he  did  yeoman's  service  with  a  rifle. 
He  says  he  had  an  assistant  to  load  two  rides 
for  him,  and  he  fired  when,  and  only  when, 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  rest  his  piece  and 
take  deliberate  aim  and  that  during  the  tight 
he  burnt  exactly  a  pound  of  powder.  But 
the  rifle  and  its  owner  are  growing  old  to- 
gether, and  if  this  hasty  narrative  should 
meet  the  old  man's  eye,  and  sorve  in  a  de- 


j  gree  to  assure  him  that  we  are  not  all  forget- 
j  ful  of  the  labors  of  him  and  his  hardy  com- 
I  patriots,  the  object  of  the  writer  will  be  an- 
swered.* i 

[  Vermont  Courier.] 

CREDULITY. 

The  victims  of  too  much  belief,  have  ever 
been  the  subjects  of  pity  and  ridicule.  Too 
much  belief  in  frequent  interpositions  of  su- 
pernatural agencies  in  the  moral  and  physi- 
cal world,  has  drawn  down  upon  the  memo- 
ries of  the  Pilgrims  and  their  descendants, 

i 

much  long  studied  irony.  However  much 
this  disapprobation  may  be  deserved,  what 
propriety  is  there  in  the  wise  spirits  of  the 
present  age  being  so  forward  in  casting  the 
first  stone.  How  many  months  is  it  since 
men  of  families  and  some  propeity  from  this 
county,  ceased  to  dig  for  silver  ore  among 
the  rocks  and  sands  of  Brandon  ?  How  is  it, 
that  two  itinerant  and  perhaps  imbecile  va- 
grants have  for  the  last  year  or  two  up  to  the 
present  time,  drawn  a  rich  revenue  from  the 
pockets  of  independent  and  respectable  citi- 
zens of  this  immediate  neighborhood,  return- 
ing naught  but  the  sleepy  insane  mutterings 
of  a  modern  Pythoness,  ycleped  "Sleeping 
Lucy" — our  neighboring  Spa  even  deriving 
additional  patronage  from  their  cunningly 
devised  juxta-position  ?  Whence  the  popular- 
ity of  Davis'  impious  revelations?  Whence 
the  recent  long  continued  and  expensive  ef- 
forts to  raise  a  vessel  of  Kidd's  in  Hudson 
Raver? — When  the  present  age  ceases  to  be 
pre-eminent  for  gullibility  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  medical  cures,  pseudo-religious 
revelations  and  mesmeric  chicanery,  let  us 
become  hyper-critical  upon  the  follies  of  the 
past.  The  following  instances  of  credulity 
among  the  early  inhabitants  of  this  vicinity, 
are  communicated  rather  as  fit  subjects  of 
mirth,  than  as  specimens  of  the  general  char- 
acter of  the  people. 

DIGGING  FOR  CAPT.  KIDD'S  MONEY. 

Some  years  subsequent  to  the  clo^e  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  in  the  dearth  of  money, 
one  Abraham  Homistone  who  then  roame  1 
over  the  south  part  of  this  town,  calling  to 
mind  the  many  stories  he  had  heard,  an  1  de- 
voutly believed  in  his  native  place,  .Ww 
Haven,  Ct.,  about  Capt.  Kidd's  having  buried 

*St»e  account  of  the  s;\me  in  biographical  sketches  of 
Col.  Siiwyor— hlntory  of  Slielburne,  ami  of  Shulburufl 
'•D;itile  "  iu  history  of  Slu'Iburno  rot.  I.  (Etl.J 
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his  treasures  on  the  shores  of  Long  Island 
Sound,  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  recover- 
ing a  share  of  the  buried  wealth,  if  he  could 
obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  associates.  He 
soon  found  three  men  ready  to  join  in  the 
hopeful  expedition,  viz.  Ebenezer  Andrews 
(who  lived  where  William  Green  doe3,)  Sam- 
uel Hobbs,  (whose  father  Jacob  Hobbs,  car- 
ried on  the  business  of  a  vulcan,  alias  black- 
smith, a  few  rods  south  of  Ruel  Parker's  Tav- 
ern) and  Eleazer  Flagg,  who  lived  west  of 
the  house  now  occupied  by  0.  H.  Rounds. 
These  worthy  compeers— all  but  Hobb3  had 
families — provided  themselves  with  a  two 
horse  wagon,  and  it  is  supposed  with  suitable 
utensils  for  digging  and  testing  metals,  ac- 
tually left  their  homes,  went  to  New  Haven, 
and  were  absent  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  summer  season  in  the  Quixotic  but  often 
tried  attempt,  to  raise  the  wind  by  disinter- 
ring the  infinitely-magnified  and  never  found 
wealth  of  the  noted  freebooter,  whose  deeds 
of  ruthless  daring  in  the  reign  of  good  Queen 
Anne,  have  gained  him  a  time  lasting  noto- 
riety, to  the  shivering  dread  of  all  the  chil- 
dren in  Christendom  who  listen  to  nursery 
songs:  It  is  needless  to  add,  that  these  mon- 
ey diggers  shared  the  fate  of  the  renowned 
Grecian  Argonauts,  who  accompanied  Jason 
to  Colchis  in  pursuit  of  the  far-famed  Golden 
Fleece  cf  mythology,  and  returned  "  bootless 
and  weather  beaten  home."  While  they 
were  gone  one  Moses  Goddard  a  waggish  spec- 
imen of  a  class  of  nomadic,  mischievous  loaf- 
ers, now  happily  less  numerous  than  then, 
contrived  a  plan  for  playing  a  slight  joke  on 
the  elder  Mr.  Hobbs,  Sam's  worthy  sire. 
Having  assembled  a  suitable  number  of  lov- 
ers of  fun  in  the  tavern  of  Mr.  Henry  Gould, 
(where  Mrs.  Brown  now  lives  on  Clarendon 
North  Flats,)  Goddard  proceeded  to  relate 
his  story  as  follows,  viz.  he  had  just  met  a 
traveller  from  New  Haven,  Ct.,  who  had  re- 
lated to  him  the  particulars  of  the  wonderful 
success  of  certain  Vermonters  in  digging  up 
money — the  traveller  had  described  the  per- 
sonal appearance  of  each  of  the  company 
consisting  of  four — they  had  labored  long 
and  ardently  amid  the  scolTs  and  sneers  of 
good  citizens  till  complete  success  had  been 
attained,  though  their  ultimate  success  was 
fortuitous,  for  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
traordinary strength  of  one  of  the  four, 
whose  description  had  been  given  so  as  to 
correspond  exactly  to  Samuel  Hobbs,  the 


devil  would  have  carried  off  the  treasure  in 
spite  of  all  their  efforts  and  charms,  but  this 
young  man,  of  such  great  strength,  was  too 
much  for  his  Majesty,  and  the  lucky  Ver- 
monters were  now  scattering  the  ancient  coin 
among  the  amazed  denizens  of  New  Haven  as 
if  from  an  exhaustless  source.  This  story  as 
intended,  soon  reached  the  smithy,  and  Sam's 
venerable  ancestor,  (or  Governor  as  Sammy 
Veller  would  call  him)  hearing  the  news  ab- 
ruptly quit  the  horse  he  was  shoeing,  threw 
the  hammer  wildly  across  the  shop,  and  de- 
clared he  would  never  shoe  another  horse  for 
a  living,  that  he  always  thought  he  was  born 
to  a  better  destiny,  &c,  went  to  the  tavern 
and  ordered  a  treat  for  the  company,  and  last 
went  home  and  told  his  daughter  Abby  of 
the  golden  days  that  were  dawning  upon 
them — the  superstitious  spinster  received  the 
startling  intelligence  with  a  very  quiet  joy, 
cooly  declaring  that  she  had  expected  it,  and 
indeed  she  know'd  it  for  she  read  it'in  the  cards 
last  night.  For  fear  of  Sam's  identity  not 
being  perfectly  established,  it  maybe  men- 
tioned, that  he  was  the  hero  of  George  Gale's 
celebrated  Judgment  Dream.  Flagg  was 
sheriff  of  Rutland  County  1810-11-12. 

A  CONJURER. 

There  resided  on  the  interval,  then  owned 
by  Israel  Harris,  now  by  Isaac  Mathewson, 
a  certain  elderly  poor  man,  whose  name  was 
Alesworth,  and  who  having  considerable  rep- 
utation for  knowledge  of  the  mystic  sciences 
derived  the  principal  means  of  his  support 
for  himself  and  wife  by  making  almanacs 
and  exercising  the  arts  of  a  conjuror.  On 
one  occasion  John  Rockwell,  who  lived  near 
Geo.  W.  Chaplain's  dwelling,  had  lost  his 
horse.  After  searching  for  several  days  with  - 
out  discovering  the  slightest  clue  to  the  place 
of  its  secretion,  Rockwell  came  one  morning 
to  consult  Alesworth  upon  the  subject.  The 
old  man  brought  out  His  lead  sun-dial  (clocks 
and  watches  being  rare  things  in  those  days) 
to  ascertain  the  exact  time  of  day,  drew  a  cir- 
cle on  the  ground,  quartered  the  circle,  re- 
peated the  usual  hocus-pocus  and  declared 
the  lost  horse  was  near  by  the  house  of  Col. 
James  Mead.  Rockwell  departed,  hunted  in 
vain  for  his  horse  all  that  day,  and  returned 
the  next  morning,  to  inform  Alesworth  of 
his  want  of  success. — The  conjuror  again 
went  through  the  ceremonies  prescribe  i  for 
the  occasion  and  again  positively  declared 
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the  horse  was  in  Mead's  neighborhood. 
Rockwell  offered  him  a  dollar  it  he  would 
find  it.  Alesworth  accepted  the  offer,  started 
off  alone,  and  toward  night  was  seen  return- 
ing with  the  missing  animal.  Many  instan- 
ces of  his  skill,  such  as  sitting  in  the  house 
and  at  any  time  telling  how  many  of  the  cat- 
tle the  other  side  of  the  house  were  standing, 
how  many  were  lying  down,  and  other  clair- 
voyant tricks  similar  to  those  practiced  by 
the  jugglers  and  mesmerizers  of  the, present 
day,  were  rife  among  his  neighbors. 

DEATH  OF  NATHAN  TUTTLE. 

Nathan  Tuttle,  a  bachelor,  who  once  own- 
ed the  land  for  a  mile  or  more  southwest  of 
our  village,  suddenly  disappeared  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1777.  The  manner  of  his  death  is  per- 
haps uncertain — one  acccont  of  it  is  as  fol- 
lows. For  a  few  weeks  after  the  battle  of 
Hubbardton,  and  before  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington, most  of  the  whigs  having  fled  or  ta- 
ken protection  under  Burgoyne,  the  torie3  in 
this  county  were  entirely  lords  of  the  ascend- 
ant. Tuttle,  who  staid  here  but  refused  to 
take  protection,  on  one  oceasion,  being,  as 
was  frequently  the  case,  partially  intoxicated, 
met  a  party  of  Indians  and  Tories,  of  whom 
were  Solomon  Johns  and  Gustavus  Spencer 
of  Clarendon.  An  altercation  ensued — they 
threatening  him  and  he  returning  the  most 
provoking  retorts,  daring  them  to  put  their 
threats  into  execution,  till  Johns  actually  run 
him  through  with  his  bayonet,  killing  him 
on  the  spot.  The  party  then  tied  stones  to 
his  body  and  threw  it  into  Otter  Creek  below 
Gookin's  Falls.  They  then  went  up  to  Joseph 
Keeler  's  who  lived  near  the  dwelling  house 
now  occupied  by  Simeon  Chaffee,  and  told 
Keeler  what  they  had  done,  enjoining  secre- 
cy during  John's  life.  What  had  become  of 
Tuttle  was  not  generally  known  for  several 
years.  After  the  war,  Johns  was  killed  in 
Canada  by  the  falling  of  a  tree — the  manner 
of  his  death  being  considered  a  Providential 
retribution  for  the  murder  of  Tuttle  : — when 
news  of  this  was  received  here,  Keeler  pub- 
lished the  particulars  of  Tuttle's  death. 

A  GHOST. 

But  Tuttle's  death  had  remained  a  myste- 
ry so  long,  the  wicked  world  might  still  doubt 
as  to  the  facts  concerning  it,  unless  convinc- 
ed by  that  last  solver  of  human  doubts,  viz. 
the  testimony  of  one  risen  from  the  dead. — 
Accordingly,  Obadiah  Wheeler,  nephew  of 


Tuttle,  used  to  relate  with  the  most  unearth- 
ly solemnity,  that  he  never  knew  a  word 
about  his  uncle's  death,  until  his  ghost  re- 
vealed it  to  him.  One  evening  about  dusk  as 
he  was  returning  from  the  Creek  across  the 
meadow  the  ghost  appeared — but  like  all 
modern  well-bred  ghosts,  since  the  "majesty 
of  buried  Denmark"  appeared  on  the  plat- 
form at  Elsinore  spake  not  until  first  im- 
portuned to  disclose  the  cause  of  its  unex- 
pected visit  to  earth — and  then  did  "a  tale 
unfold,  whose  lightest  word  would  harrow 
up  the  soul."  Its  communications  were  two- 
fold— the  first  was  a  minute  account  of  all 
the  horrid  circumstances,  attending  his  own 
fiendish  butchery — the  second  was  a  more 
pleasing  account  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
1,500  dollars  or  more,  which  he,  (Tuttle) 
had  secreted  in  a  particular  spot  in  the 
ground.  This  money  was  to  become  his 
(Wheeler's)  upon  the  performance  of  certain 
conditions,  one  of  which  required  his  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  ghost  having 
described  where  the  money  was  secreted  so 
faithfully  that  it  could  not  be  mistaken,  and 
solemnly  enjoined  upon  Wheeler  the  strict 
performance  of  the  conditions  mentioned  be- 
fore he  should  touch  the  treasure,  vanished. 
Wheeler  never  found  it  quite  convenient  to 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  never  claimed  to  have 
found  his  uncle's  buried  cash. 

The  Ghost's  story  about  the  hidden  money 
being  generally  circulated  found  some  faith- 
ful believers.  Though  Wheeler's  mouth  was 
hermetically  sealed  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
the  treasure  and  as  to  the  exact  conditions  by 
the  performance  of  which  it  might  be  obtain- 
ed, yet  there  were  those  who  believed  that  by 
the  aid  of  sorcery  and  divination  its  location 
might  be  discovered  and  it  seized,  maugre  the 
ghost's  injunctions.  Our  believing  friend, 
Ebenezer  Andrews,  pondered  o'er  this  subject 
long  and  devoutly.  At  length  he  went  over  to 
Ludlow  and  procured  the  services  of  a  noted 
Conjuror  whose  professional  reputation  ex- 
tended far  and  wide.  The  Conjuror  having 
arrived,  proceeded  first  to  discover  the  point 
of  compass  or  direction  from  them  in  which 
the  treasure  was  secreted — he  drew  his  circle 
on  the  floor,  divided  the  circle  into  quarters, 
and  filled  the  whole  with  figures  and  hiero- 
glyphic characters  according  to  the  cabalis- 
tic formula — after  a  sufficient  stu  ly  of  the 
mysterious  manifestations  of  his  profound  art, 
ho  declared  the  money  was  in  a  direction 
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which  he  mentioned,  coinciding  nearly  with 
the  Northwest.  Having  ascertained  the  di- 
rection the  next  point  was  the  exact  distance. 
It  is  a  popular  belief  that  twigs  of  the  witch- 
hazel,  held  in  a  particular  manner,  by  cer- 
tain persons,  born  under  a  propitious  plan 
et  and  skilled  in  the  practice  of  their  natural 
gift,  by  their  voluntary  bending,  point  out 
with  unerring  certainty  tha  location  of  the 
precious  ores  and  metals.  The  conjuror  sup- 
plied with  the  hazel  wands  and  accompanied 
by  Andrews  and  Samuel  Tainter  (whose  fa- 
ther was  a  brother  of  Judge  Bowker's  wife,) 
started  from  Andrew's  house  and  proceeded 
along  in  the  careful  use  of  the  wands  until 
he  came  to  a  place  about  forty  rods  West  of 
Henry  Muzzey's  house,  then  stopped, 
stamped  on  the  ground,  and  declared  that 
there  was  the  spot.  But  according  to  the 
black  science,  earth-buried  treasures  can  be 
dug  for  only  by  night — therefore  having  pro- 
vided themselves  with  shovels,  pick  axes, 
crow  bar3,  a  dark  lantern,  etc.  in  the  dark, 
silent,  solitary  hours  of  midnight,  these  wor- 
thies worked  and  delved,  not  altogether  as  if 
working  on  the  railroad,  or  digging  potatoes, 
"for  certain  misgivings,  certain  twinging  of 
the  nerves,  came  over  them,  as  they  thought 
of  the  possibility  of  a  conflict  with  the  Prince 
of  Darkness.  Still  on  and  on  they  dug  till 
at  last  one  of  them  struck  the  lid  of  a  chest 
and  the  clear  ringing  sound  told  of  wealth  at 
band.  Now,  the  great  object  was  to  keep 
the  treasure  where  it  was,  until  they  could 
dig  down  to  it — for  this  purpose  the  hazel 
rods  had  been  loaded  with  quicksilver,  whose 
all  potent  influence  was  such,  that  provided 
there  was  enough  of  it,  no  power  on  or  un- 
der the  earth,  could  tear  away  from  its  at- 
tractions the  precious  metals.  The  conjurer 
having  caught  up  the  loaded  rods,  Andrews 
and  Tainter  dug  away  as  if  for  their  lives — 
digging  and  perspiring,  and  perhaps  shiver- 
ing a  little  with  supernatural  fear,  excited 
by  their  vast  hopes,  they  had  almost  clutch- 
ed the  object  of  their  pursuit,  when  "  chinck, 
chinck,  chinck,''  the  money  was  heard  to  rat- 
tle, as  if  the  Foul  Fiend  by  excessive  tug- 
ging was  gradually  moving  it  away  from  the 
inlluence  of  the  rods,  and  1  chinck,  chinck, 
chinck,'  fainter  and  fainter  was  heard  the 
more  distant  rattle,  and  the  chest  had  passed 
away,  forever.  Alas!  for  human  foresight. 
Poor  Andrews  was  often  heard  to  declare 
with  woeful  visage,  if  they  only  bad  a  few 


more  mineral  rods  they  should  have  succeed- 
ed— drove  off  the  Evil  6pirit  and  obtained 
the  money. 

To  His  Excellency    Wm.    Tnjon  QMpiain 
General  and  Governer  vi  Chief  in  and 
over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Ter- 
ritories depending  thereon  in  Amerv:a,  Chan> 
cellor  and  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  same. 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  who  are 
interested  in  the  townships  of  Socialborc-cga 
Halesborough,    Neury,   Richmond.  Ke'.sx. 
Moncton,  and  Durham  in   the  county  o:  ^ 
Charlotte, 

Most  Humbly  sheweth 

That  your  petitioners  being  informed  that 
the  appointment  of  the  township  or  place  for 
holding  the  courts  in  the  Country  of  Char- 
lotte will  soon  come  under  your  excellency's 
consideration,  they  beg  leave  most  humoiy 
to  suggest 

That  the  township  of  Social boro-: eh  13 
nearly  central  to  that  part  of  the  country 
which  will  probably  remain  a  separate  coun- 
ty when  the  northern  part  of  this  r  rovin;e 
becomes  populous,  to  wit,  from  Batten^:'.! 
to  an  east  line  from  the  mouth  of  0::er 
Creek,  comprising  a  district  of  about  seven- 
ty-five miles  in  length. — That  the  roa  is  lead- 
ing North  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
westward  from  New  Hampshire  bout  pass 
through  the  said  township,  which  your 
petitioners  conceive  a  strong  proof  of  its  be- 
ing easy  of  access. 

That  the  townships  and  the  lands  in  its 
immediate  neigborhood  are  remarkably  fer- 
tile and  pleasantly  situated  on  a  flee  r:ver 
called  Utt«r  Creek  which  for  many  nci.es  is 
navigable  with  batteaux  and  would  be 
throughout  but  for  the  obstruction  of  tea 
falls. 

That  from  the  best  information  your  re- 
titioners  are  able  to  collect  though  the  ses- 
tlernent  began  within  three  years,  ther-  are 
already  thirty-five  families  in  ciocialboroogh, 
and  twenty  more  have  made  imp: >veraeata 
and  are  expected  to  remove  thither  tar  en- 
suing spring — the  chief  of  whom  have  »- 
greed  to  take  titles  for  their  farms  unu-rr 
government. 

That  in  the  three  townships  of  Durham, 
Grafton  and  Chester  he  id,  which  a«lj  :"-rl 
each  other  and  extended  from  Socialb >r ougn 
southward  there  are  ninety  six  families  actual- 
ly settled  who  all  hold  their  estates  ua cwr  :ri_5 
government. 

That  in  Chatham  which  is  the  next  town 
adjoining  Che>terheld  towards  the  south  t  *re 
are  settled  fifteen  families  and  in  E  igeae  w  b  - » 
adjoins  it  on  the  west,  forty. — in  Princetowa 
which  adjoins  Chatham  on  the  south  seventy 
families,  and  in  West  Cambden  wnica  a  ijoias 
it  on  the  west  twelve  families. 

That  these  making  in  the  wh.de  Dear  two 
hundred  heads  of  families,  chietiv  live  at  a 
convenient  distance  from  Social  bo r  juj  i  i:-.  : 
the  most  remote  of  them  not  exeeimg  forty 
I  miles,  and  have  already  the  advantage  .: .  ± 
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tolerable  road,  through  which  loaded  carts 
have  passed  from  Socialborough  to  Albany 
the  last  summer. 

That  Col.  Keid's  settlement  which  is  fur- 
ther North,  and  which  consists  of  about  fif- 
teen families  is  at  no  greater  distance  from 
Socialborough  than  thirty  miles  and  Major 
Skene's  within  twenty  miles. 

That  from  these  circumstances  your  peti- 
tioners hope  it  will  appear  that  this  township 
is  well  situated  for  the  county  town  and  not 
only  convenient  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  inhabitants,  but  will  continue  to  be 
so  to  the  county  in  general  (as  far  a3  to  the 
said  east  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Otter 
Creek)  when  it  becomes  populous  and  fully 
improved.  . 

That  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  said 
country  are  very  poor  and  unable  but  by 
their  labor  to  contribute  any  thing  towards 
the  buildings  of  a  Court  House  and  Gaol  nor 
is  any  provision  made  for  that  purpose  by 
law. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray 
that  unless  your  Excellency  shall  judge  some 
other  place  to  be  more  proper  the  county- 
town  of  the  said  county  may  be  fixed  at  So- 
cialborough in  which  case  your  petitiners  are 
willing  and  do  engage  to  raise  and  pay  all 
the  money  which  shall  be  necessary  for 
erecting  a  convenient  Court  House  and  Gaol 
for  said  County. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 
Charles  Nevers,  William  Shirreff,  Win.  Wal- 
ton, Hamilton  Young,  Rich'd  Mailland,  Atty, 
Jacob  Walton,  Theophylact  Bache,  W.  Mc 
Adam,  Jno.  Harris  Cruder,  Henry  Van  Veck, 
G.  Mazzuzin,  Gerard  Walton,  Wm.  Lupton, 
Stephen  Kemble,  John  De  Lancy,  Theod's 
Van  Wyck,  James  Thyn,  Fied.  de  Puyster 
for  self  and  Dr.  Jno.  Jones,  Isaac  Roosvelt, 
Adam  Gilchrist,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Sarn'l 
Deall,  Fred'k  V.  Cortlandt,  William  Cock- 
burn,  Garrett  Rapalje. 

By  order. 

It  is  perhaps  scarcely  necessary  to  remind 
the  reader  that  the  York  towns  of  Socialbor- 
ough and  Durham  nearly  coincided  with  the 
New  Hampshire  towns  of  Rutland  and  Clar- 
endon— that  the  present  county  of  Rutland 
constitutes  the  Southern  portion  of  the  York 
county  of  Charlotte  and  that  Col.  Ried's  set- 
tlement was  located  at  Vergennes — being  the 
same  which  was  so  valiantly  defended  by  the 
doughty  Highlander,  Donald  Mcintosh. 

The  above  petition  seems  to  have  been 
presented  in  1769.  The  signers  were  citizens 
of  New  York  colony  speculating  in  Vermont 
lands — their  statements  of  the  populat  ion  in 
this  vicinity  may  be  true,  but  it  seems  to 
resemble  the  stories  which  speculators  of  a 
more  recent  date  have  published  concerning 
the  natural  advantages  of  their  paper- 
planned  marsh-located  cities  of  the  West. 


Of  these  signers,  five  became  Royalists  in  th* 
Revolution,  viz.  Jacob  Walton,  Wm.  Walton, 
Theophilact  Bache,  Win.  McAdam  and  John 
Harris  Cruger. 

Jacob  Walton. — He  was  elected  member  of 
the  Colonial  House  of-  Assembly  from  the 
city  of  New  York  in  1769,  his  election  being 
considered  a  triumph  of  the  Episcopalians 
over  the  Fre3b}7terians — in  1775,  he  w;:a 
others  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen.  Gage  a: 
Boston,  on  the  state  of  public  affairs — in 
1776,  Gen.  Lee  ordered  him  to  remove  from 
his  house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Whig 
troops. 

William  Walton. — He  wa3  Seretary  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  police  in  New  York 
City. 

Theophilact  Bache.  Ih  1773,  while  resil- 
ing at  Flatbush,  L.  I.,  Bache  was  captured 
by  Capt.  Marriner,  put  into  a  boat  and  taken 
to  New  Jersey.  In  1782,  he  was  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Com 
merce.  He  died  in  New  York  in  1307,  ag-=i 
73.  He  was  noted  for  his  kindness  to  the 
whig  prisoners  in  New  York  city.  His  bro- 
ther Richard  was  a  whig  and  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

Wm.  Mc  Adam. —  A  merchant  in  New 
York  City — his  estate  was  confiscated. 

John  Harris  Cruger.    Lived  in  New  York 
was  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  Colony — 
his  estate  was  confiscated — at  the  peace,  he 
went  to  England — he  married  a  daughter  of 
De  Lancey. 

Wm.  Cockburn  was  our  oid  acquaintance, 
the  surveyor. 

DESPOSrTION  of  CHARLES  button. 

County  of  Cumberland  ss. — Charles  Button 
of  a  place  called  Durham  on  the  bans  of 
Otter  Creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  in  the  county  of  Charlotte  and 
province  of  New  York,  of  full  a;re  duly  sw  >ra 
on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  deponent  with 
others  to  the  number  of  thirty  hve  families, 
seated  themselves  upon  the  sail  tract,  and 
hold  a  title  derived  from  the  province  of  New 
York,  that  the  deponent  has  lived  with  fam- 
ily upon  the  same  tract  sin  -e  the  eighth  lay 
of  February  1768,  has  cleared  and  improved 
a  large  farm,  built  a  good  dwelling  h 
with  other  out  house*,  and  was  lately  oifere  1 
a  thousand  pounds  current  monev  o:  N-.-w 
York  for  his  improvements.  Ti:a:  a.  tut 
eleven  o'clock  at  nignt  on  Saturday  the  -'  '..i 
instant  as  the  deponent  is  mr  rmed  and  >  -ri- 
ly  believes,  Remember  Baker,  Ethan  A.,  i, 
Robert  Cochrane,  and  a  numb  ir  of  other  |  •  .*- 
sons,  armed  with  guns  CUtiassod  vkc,  came  :o 
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the  house  of  Benjamin  Spencer  E>q.,  of  said 
Durham,  who  holds  his  farm  under  a  title 
derived  from  the  government  of  New  York 
and  brake  open  the  said  house,  and  took  the 
said  Spencer  and  carried  him  about  two 
miles  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Green  of  Kelso, 
and  there  kept  him  in  custody  until  Monday 
morning.  The  heads  of  the  said  rioters  then 
asked  the  said  Spencer,  whether  he  would 
chose  to  be  tried  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Smith 
in  said  Durham,  or  at  his  the  said  Spencer's 
own  door  ?  To  which  Spencer  replied,  that 
he  was  guilty  of  no  crime,  but  if  he  must  be 
tried,  he  would  choose  to  have  his  trial  at  his 
own  door:  the  rioters  thereupon  carried  the 
said  Spencer  to  his  own  door  and  proceeded 
to  his  Hal  before  Seth  Warner  of  Bennington  : 
the  said  Remember  Baker,  Ethan  Allen  and 
Robert  Cochrane  who  sat  as  Judges.  That 
said  rioters  charge  the  said  Spencer  with 
being  a  great  friend  to  the  government  of 
New  York,  and  had  acted  as  a  magistrate  of 
the  County  of  Charlotte  ;  of  which  respective 
charges  his  said  Judges  found  him  guilty  and 
passed  sentence  that  his  the  said  Spencer's 
house  shold  be  burned  to  the  ground,  and 
t  iat  he  shold  declare  that  he  would  not  for 
the  future  act  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
said  County  of  Charlote.  Spencer  thereupon 
urged  that  his  wife  and  children  would  be 
ruined,  and  his  store  of  dry  goods  and  all  his 
property  wholly  destroyed  if  his  house  was 
burned.  Warren  then  declared  Spencer's 
house  should  not  be  wholly  destroyed,  that 
only  the  roof  should  be  taken  off  and  put 
on  again,  provided  Spencer  would  declare, 
that  it  was  put  on  under  the  New  Hamp- 
shire title  and  purchase,  a  right  under  the 
charter  from  the  last  mentioned  government. 
These  several  conditions  Spencer  was  obliged 
to  comply  with,  upon  which  the  rioters 
dismissed  him. 

That  a  party  of  the  said  rioters  came  to  the 
deponant's  house  on  the  night  of  Saturday, 
the  20th  instant,  as  the  deponent  is  inform- 
ed, and  broke  open  the  doors  and  sacked  the 
house  for  the  deponent,  which  they  did  not 
find  as  he  was  gone  to  Crown  Point,  to  take 
Stephen  Weakly  upon  writs  issued  against 
him  at  the  suit  of  Samuel  Green  and  one 
Sprague.  That  upon  the  deponent's  return 
home  with  the  said  Weakly  in  custody, 
another  party  of  the  said  rioters  took  the 
deponant,  obliged  him  to  discharge  the  said 
"Weakly,  and  one  Smith  and  others  of  the 
said  rioters  the  next  day  declared  they  would 
pull  down  Green's  house  and  give  him  the 
Beach  seal,  (mening  that  they  would  flog  him 
unless  he  consented  thereto)  which  he  accord- 
ingly did. 

They  then  obliged  this  deponant  to  give 
the  said  Weakly  six  shilling*  current  money 
of  New  York,  for  taking  him  the  said  Weak- 
ly into  custody,  and  declaring  for  the  debts 
clue  from  him,  the  said  Weakly  to  the  said 
Green  and  Sprague  as  aforesaid,  and  after- 
wards made  this  deponent  promise  that  he 
would  nover  serve  as  an  officer  of  justice  or 
constable  to  execute  any  precept  under  the 


province  of  New  York,  and  then  gave  him  a 
certificate  in  the  words  and  figures  following 
to  wit  : 

"Pittsford,  Nov.    24th,  1773. 
"These  are  to  satisfy  all  the  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys  that  Charles  Button  has  had  his 
trial  at  Stephen  M-3ed"'s,  and  this  is  his  dis- 
charge from  us. 

Peleo  Sunderling. 

Benj.  Cooley  " 
Which  certificate  they  declared  would  be  a 
sufficient  permit  or  pa*s  among  the  New 
Hampshire  claimants  Green  Mountain  Boys 
and  further  the  deponant  saith  not. 
1773.  *  Charles  BaTTOS 

Charles  Button  came  from  Connecticut — 
he  bought  his  farm  under  a  title  derived 
from  a  New  York  grant — his  dwelling-house 
built  of  logs,  was  located  on  the  south  side 
of  Mill  River,  west  of  the  highway  leading 
south  from  Clarenlon  South  Flats.  In  Bick- 
erstith's  Boston  Almanac  for  1774,  he  is 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  tavern  keepers  on 
the  road  from  No.  4  to  Crown  Point.  His 
first  wife  was  said  to  have  been  the  second 
white  woman  ever  in  Clarendon.  He  died 
in  1790,  aged  52,  leaving  only  two  children, 
viz.  Charles  F.  Button,  late  of  Clarendon 
and  Joseph  Button,  late  of  Danby. 

Letter  from  Benjamin  Spencer  to  James 
Baane. 

Durham,  April,  1772. 

Sir: — The  people  of  Socialborough  decline 
buying  of  their  lands,  saving  four  or  five,  and 
say  they  will  defend  it  by  force. — The  people 
that  settled  under  Lydius'  title,  and  those 
that  have  come  in  this  spring,  have  agreed 
for  their  lands.  The  New  Hampshire  people 
strictly  forbid  any  farther  survey  being  made 
of  Socialborough,  or  any  settlements  being 
made  oniy  under  the  New  Hampshire  title; 
which  riotous  spirit  have  prevented  many 
inhabitants  settling  this  spring.  You  may 
ask  why  I  do  not  proceed  against  them  in  a 
due  course  of  law — but  you  need  not  won- 
der, when  I  tell  you  that  it  hath  got  to  that, 
the  people  go  armed,  and  'guards  set  in  the 
road  to  examine  people  what  their  business 
is  and  where  they  are  going,  and  if  they  do  not 
give  a  particular  account,  they  are  beaten  in 
a  shameful  manner;  and  it  is  got  to  that, 
they  say  they  will  not  be  brought  to 
justice  by  this  province,  and  bid  defiance  to 
any  authority  in  the  province.  We  are 
threatened  at  distance  of  being  turned  oil"  our 
lands  or  our  crops  destroyed  I  have  this 
opportunity  of  writing,  by  way  of  Major 
Skeene,  and  have  not  opportunity  of  infor- 
ming  you  of  the  number  of  lots,  and  men's 
names  that  you  may  draw  the  deeds,  but 
will  send  them  the  lirst  opportunity,  as  it 
will  take  some  time  to  view  the  Lota  and  ^ive 
a  particular  account,    I  hope  the  survey  of 
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oar  patent  may  not  be  stopped  on  account  of 
this  tumult,  as  we  shall  labor  under  a  great 
disadvantage  it'  our  hinds  are  not  divided 
this  spring.  I  look  upon  it  to  be  dangerous 
tor  Mr.  Cockburn  to  come  into  the  country 
until  these  people  can  be  subdued,  he  may 
come  hero  by  way  of  Maj.  Skeene,  but  he 
:annot  do  any  work  only  what  he  doth  for 
us;  if  lie  attempts  any  further,  I  am  afraid 
of  the  consequences,  but  if  he  does  nut  care 
to  come,  I  desire  that  some  person  may  be 
employed  hereabout  that  we  may  know 
where  our  land  is,  which  I  should  be  glad 
you  would  inform  me  of,  as  soon  as  possible. 
One  Ethan  Allen  hath  brought  from  Connec- 
ticut, twelve  or  til  teen  of  the  most  black- 
guard fellows  he  can  get,  doubled  armed  in 
order  to  protect  him,  and  if  some  method  is 
not  taken  (to  subdue  the  towns  of  Benning- 
ton, Shaftsbury,  Arlington,  Manchester  and 
those  people  in  Socialborough,  and  others 
scattering  about  the  woods,  there  had  as 
good  be  an  end  of  government,  1  am  with 
all  due  regard 

Your  humble  servant, 
Benjamin  Stknclr. 

Benjamin  Spencer  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Clarendon,  purchased  his  land  un- 
der a  title  derived  from  New  York — was  lo- 
cated -where  the  Eav.  P.  C.  Clark  resides, — 
was  a  Tory  in  the  Revolution, — in  the  sum- 
mer of  1777  having  taken  protection  under 
Burgoyne,  he  went  to  Ticonderoga,  and  it  is 
said  died  there  a  few  weeks  after. 

All  his  sons  except  Abel,  joined  the  Brit- 
ish army  and  went  to  Canada.  Of  Abel  the 
following  story  is  told.  lie  had  clandes- 
tinely started  for  Canada,  a  sudden  rising  of 
the  streams  impeded  his  Might,  and  he  stopped 
at  the  house  of  John  Rockwell,  (who  lived 
near  the  present  residence  of  G.  W.  Chaplin). 
News  of  his  departure  was  received  and 
Lieut.  Forbes  of  the  militia  was  despatched 
with  a  few  men  in  pursuit — he  was  caught  in 
the  bush  pasture  west  of  Rockwell's  by  So- 
dias  Blodgett,  brought  before  Joseph  Bowker, 
Esq,  (who  lived  near  the  present  residence  of 
Miss  Hannah  Cole,)  and  examined  on  the 
charge  of  being  a  tory  and  intending  to  de 
Bert  to  the  enemy,  (his  saddle-bags  having 
been  found  meanwhile  in  Rockwell's  cellar) 
he  defended  himself  with  much  volubility 
and  ingenuity  as  it  appeared  to  the  assembled 
crowd — but  the  evidence  was  too  strong  to 
allow  of  his  being  released — he  was  hand- 
cuffed and  sent  on  foot  to  Bennington,  Ja- 
red  Tost,  armed  with  a  gun,  acting  as  his 
guard.  Abel  Spencer  was  representative 
from  Rutland  to  the  Legislature  in  1S02-3-B 
*-7.    He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives in  17^7,  then  a  representative 
from  Clarendon,  and  in  ISO-  while  represen- 
tative from  Rutland. — End  of  Hall  payers, 

TUOMAS  ROWLKV* 

was  conspicuous  for  a  time  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  Rutland,  and  was  first  judge  of  the 
Special  court  of  the  County  of  Rutland.  He 
came  from  Connecticut  to  Danby  before  17t>y. 
He  lived  in  Rutland  some  time.  While  liv- 
ing in  Rutland  he  wrote  his  "Rutland  Song," 
to  wit: 

"  An  invitation  to  the  poor  tenant*  that  lived  under 
pateioous  in  tin-  province  of  New  York,  to  conn;  ami 
settle  on  our  good  lands  under  the  New  Hampshire 
til  nits;  composed  at  the  time  when  the  Land  jobbers 
id'  New  Yolk  served  their  writs ol 'ejectment  tm  a  num- 
ber (d  our  se  ttlers,  the  execution  ol'  which  we  opposed 
by  force,  until  we  could  have  the  matter  fairly  laid 
before  the  Kin i;  and  Hoard  ol  Trade  ami  Plantations, 
lor  tlieir  directions. 

Coino  all  yo  lahoring  hands 

That  toil  below, 
Anions  the  locks  and  sands; 

That  plow  and  sow, 
Upon  ywiir  hired  lands 
Let  out  by  cruel  hands: 
'Twil  make  you  large  amends, 

To  Rutland  go. 

'Your  pateroons  forsake, 

Whose  greatest  care 
Is  slaves  of  you  to  make, 

While  you  live  there; 
Come  <juit  their  barren  lands 
And  leave  them  in  their  hands; 
'Twil  ease  you  of  their  bands 

To  Rutland  go. 

For  who  would  be  a  slavo 

That  may  be  free? 
Here -you  good  land  may  have, 

But  come  and  sec. 
The  soil  is  deep  and  good 
Here  in  this  pleasant  wood, 
Whore  you  may  raise  your  food, 

And  happy  be. 
***** 

West  of  the  Mountain  Greeu, 

Lies  Rutland  Fair ! 
The  best  that  e'er  was  socti 

For  soil  and  air ; 
Kind  Zephyr's  pleasant  breeze 

Whispers  among  the  tree9, 
Where  men  may  live  at  ease 

With  prudent  care. 
***** 

Here  stands  the  lofty  pine 

And  makes  a  show. 
As  straight  as  Clutter's  lino 

Their  bodies  grow; 
Their  lofty  heads  they  roar 
Amid  the  at  Unisphere 
Where  th"  wing'd  tribes  repair 

And  BWueUv  slug. 
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line  -liilcs  a  pleasant  stream 

Which  tit. tli  not  fail 
To  spread  the  richest  cream 

O'er  the  intervale. — 
As  rich  as  Eden's  soil 
Before  that  sin  c  1  ■  < ]  spoil, 
Or  man  was  doomed  to  toil, 

To  get  liu  bread. 
Here  little  salmon  glitle 

So  neat  ami  Hue?, 
Where  yon  may  ho  supplied 

With  hook  and  twine ; 
They  are  the  finest  fish 
To  cook  a  dainty  dish 
As  good  as  ono  could  wish 

To  feed  upon. 
The  pigeon,  goose  ami  duck, 

They  fill  our  beds; 
The  beaver,  coon  ami  fox, 

They  crown  our  heads; 
The  harmless  Mouse  ami  deer 
Are  foOtl  ami  e lothes  to  wear; 
Mature  could  do  uo  moro 

For  any  land. 
There's  many  a  pleasant  town 

Lies  in  this  vale, 
Where  yon  may  settle  down  ; 

You  need  not  fail. 
If  you  arc  not  too  late, 
To  make  a  rino  estate; 
You  need  not  fear  the  fate, 

lint  come  along. 
We  value  not  New  York, 

With  all  their  powers, 
For  here  we'll  stay  and  work — 

Tho  land  is  ours ; 
And  as  for  great  Dunne 
With  all  his  wicked  train, 
They  may  eject  again, 

We'll  not  resign. 
This  is  that  noble  laud 

By  comj nest  won, 
Took  from  a  savage  band 

With  sword  ami  gun  ; 
We  drove  them  to  the  west, 
They  could  not  stand  the  test, 
And  from  tho  Gallic  pest 

This  land  is  free. 

Here  churches  we'll  erect 

Both  neat  ami  tine; 
The  gospel  we'll  protect, 

Pure  ami  divine ; 
The  pipe's  supremacy 
We  utterly  deny, 
And  Lours  wo  defy — 

We* i  o  George's  men. 

In  George  we  will  rejoice, 

Ho  is  our  king; 
We  will  obey  his  voice 

lu  every  thing ; 
Hero  we  his  servants  stand 
Upon  his  completed  laud — 
Gootl  Lord  ;  may  we  defend 

Our  properly. 

Rowley's  vt  ises  were  principally  contributed  to  the 
Rural  Magazine  and  the  Boitiiiiigtoti  Gazette.  l\  II.  IV. 


CHRISTMAS  EVE* 

BT  THOMAS  ROWLEY. 

Hark!  whence  that  sound!  liark!  hark!  the  joyful 
shunting! 

See,  see!  what  splendour  spreads  its  beams  around  us! 
Turning  dark  midnight  into  noontide  glory, 

As  it  approaches. 

With  pomp  majestic  see  the  heavenly  vision 
Slowly  descending;  while  attending  angels 
Pour  acclamations;  ami  celestial  chautings 

Wake  our  attention. 

Fear  not  ye  shepherds  'tis  the  Prince  of  Peace  comes, 
Full  of  compassion,  full  of  love  ami  pity; 
Bringing  salvation  for  all  sorts  of  mankind, 

For  all  His  people. 

Go  pay  your  homago  to  your  infant  Saviour; 
Laid  in  a  manger,  view  the  Lord  of  glory 
Meanly  attended,  yet  the  Messias, 

You  star  shall  guide  you. 

Give  God  the  glory,  join  the  host  celestial  ; — 
Peace  upon  earth  now  and  gootl  will  toward  men; 
From  terror  raised  to  hope  of  life  eternal, 

Through  a  Redeemer. 

0  may  impressions  of  his  boundless  mercy, 
Ever  remind  .no  of  my  grateful  duty  ; 
Sweet  the  employment  to  proclaim  his  goodness, 
And  sing  his  praises. 

"  Like  Ira  Allen,  lie  was  ready  with  the 
pen,  an<I  during  his  many  terms  of  service 
in  the  legislature,  if  a  subject  was  referred  to 
a  committee,  "with  instructions  to  ieport  by 
a  bill,"  he  was,  almost  invariably,  named  as 
its  chairman,  and  the  "bills"  drafted  and 
reported  by  him  would  always  "  hold  water." 
For  biographical  sketches,  see  Vol.  I.  pages 
US,  9y  in  history  of  Shoreham,  and  history 
of  Danby  in  this  volume — Ed. 

Rowley  once  went  into  Apollos  Austin's 
store  wearing  a  shabby  old  hat.  Austin  jok- 
ing him,  oliered  to  give  him  a  new  one  if  he 
would  make  an  impromptu  verse.  Rowley, 
taking  off  his  hat  and  looking  upon  it  earn- 
estly, perhaps  a  single  moment,  replied  : 

Here's  my  old  hat,  no  matter  for  that, 
'Tis  gootl  as  the  rest  of  my  raiment, 

If  l  buy  mo  a  better, 

You'll  set  me  down  debtor, 
And  semi  me  to  jail  for  the  paymeut. 

From  Esq.  Rowley's  list,  as  made  out  and 
given  to  the  listers. 

My  poor  old  mare,  her  lx>nes  are  baro 

The  crows  begin  to  ting  : 
Old  brute, if  she  does  not  recruit, 

They'll  teed  on  her  next  Spring. 

*  Contributed  to  the  Rural  MngaxiiM,  Vol.  IT.  p.  HI. 
A  skillul  imitation  of  the  Revolutionary  war  ode,  l<y 
Nathaniel  Nibs,  for  which  sco  Vol.  II.  History  of 
West  Fairlec—  Ed. 
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As  for  her  age,  I  do  engage 

She's  eighteen  years,  or  more, 
And  is  just  as  free  from  the  list 

As  man  is  at  three  score. 

EE V.  SAMUEL  WILLIAMS,  LL.  D., 

was  bora  in  Waltham,  Mass.,  about  1740  ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1761  ;  was  ordained 
minister  of  Bradford,  Mass.,  Nov.  20,  1765, 
where  he  remained  until  he  became  professor 
of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  in 
Harvard,  which  office  he  held  until  1788, 
when  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Rutland,  Vt. 
The  last  date  is  given  from  Blake's  Biograph- 
ical Dictionary,  not  without  a  strong  suspi- 
cion that  it  should  be  an  earlier  date.  Dr. 
Williams  was  elected  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, for  Rutland,  in  1783-5,  1787-95,  and 
1798-9,  in  all  14  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  governor's  council,  in  1795  to  '98,  four 
years,  in  two  of  which  he  had  been  elected 
to  the  House  also.  He  was  Judge  of  the  Rut- 
land county  court  1790-97,  S  years,  and  in 
1794  he  preached  the  election  sermon.  For 
a  time  he  served  as  editor  of  the  Rutland 
Herald,  established  in  1792  ;  in  1794  he  pub- 
lished the  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Ver- 
mont, in  one  volume,  of  416  pages,  octavo, 
which  was  extended  in  1808,  to  two  volumes 
of  1003  pages;  and  in  1795-6  he  published 
the  Rural  Magazine,  consisting  of  two  octavo 
volumes.  He  is  entitled  to  honor  as  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
for,  said  president  John  Wheeler,  in  his  his- 
torical discourse,  Aug.  1,  1854,  "  The  creative 
mind  of  Dr.  Samuel  Williams,  and  the  reflec- 
tive and  profound  mind  of  Judge  [Samuel] 
Hitchcock,  [two  graduates  of  Harvard,]  had 
worked  for  the  University  of  Vermont,  and 
in  it."  He  was,  unquestionably,  the  most 
learned  man  in  Vermont,  in  his  day,  and  for 
his  labors  and  influence  in  behalf  of  education 
and  piety,  he  was  also  one  of  the  most  useful. 
"  Dr.  Williams'  History  of  Vermont."  said 
Zadoc  Thompson,  "  though  diffuse  in  style, 
and  embracing  much  foreign  matter,  will  long 
continue  our  standard  work."  Dr.  Williams' 
greatest  fault,  as  historian,  was,  that  he  did 
not  duly  appreciate  the  high  privilege  of  writ- 
ing for  posterity  ;  hence,  he  omitted  many 
interesting  facts,  known  generally  in  his  day, 
which  are  now  unknown.  He  could  have 
given  us  the  details  of  the  Conventions,  a 
clearer  explanation  of  the  Haldimand  corres- 
pondence, and  pen-portraits,  at  least,  of  ev-, 


ery  actor  in  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  of 
our  first  Governor,  whose  features,  now,  if  he 
could  but  know  them,  would  be  stamped  up- 
on the  memory  of  every  Vermonter,  as  in- 
delibly as  are  those  of  George  Washington, 
who  was  Chittenden's  friend  and  correspond- 
ent, in  the  period  of  his  severest  trials.  Of 
the  History,  Rev.  Dr.  Blake  said:  "  It  was 
esteemed  the  best  historical  work  which  had 
appeared  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  its 
publication,  and  received  high  encomiums 
from  some  of  the  philosophers  of  Europe.'' 
Dr.  John  A.  Graham  was  a  resident  of  Rut- 
land for  awhile  preceding  1797,  and  person- 
ally acquainted  with  Dr.  Williams,  of  whom 
he  said,  in  his  Descriptive  Sketch-  of  the  Pres- 
ent State  of  Vermont,  London,  1777  p.  66  : 

"  Of  Samuel  Williams,  LL.  D.  Member  of 
the  Meteorological  Society  in  Germany,  of 
the  Philosophical  Society  in  Philadelphia, 
and  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
Massachusetts,  it  may  with  propriety  be  said, 
that  he  is  the  most  enlightened  man  in  the 
State,  in  every  branch  of  philosophy  and  po- 
lite learning,  and  it  is  doing  him  no  more 
than  justice  to  say,  there  are  very  few  in  the 
United  States  possessed  of  greater  abilities, 
or  more  extensive  information :  added  to 
which  he  is  a  most  excellent  orator  and 
speaks  in  a  manner  best  adapted  to  the  un- 
derstanding and  capacity  of  those  whom  he 
addresses.  In  the  year  1794  the  Dr.  wrote 
and  published  the  Natural  History  of  Ver- 
mont, executed  much  to  his  honor,  and  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  Naturalists.  In 
politeness,  ease  and  elegance  of  manners,  Dr. 
Williams  is  not  inferior  to  the  most  polished 
English  gentleman." 

Graham's  volume  is  chiefly  interesting  for 
its  personal  gossip  and  sketches,  of  which  the 
above  is  one  of  the  best.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  he  did  not  live  in  Vermont  some  years 
earlier,  and  give  more  details  of  the  personal 
history  and  characteristics  of  the  actors  in  the 
tragic  and  comic  scenes  which  abounded  in 
Vermont's  earliest  days.  Dr.  Williams  died, 
in  January,  1817. 

State  of  Vermont,  in  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, Sept.  22,  1777 :  Samuel  Williams  is  per- 
mitted to  pass  and  re-pass  unmolested,  as  he 
has  been  examined  before  this  Council. 

Thomas  Chittenden  President. 

The  writer  is  not  sure  that  the  vote  of  the 
Council  refers  to  the  Doctor  though  it  is  very 
probable  that  he  visited  Vermont  at  th  it 
tune,  perhaps  to  examine  the  held  of  his  in- 
tended labors. — From  Walton's  Liuvcmur  and 
Council,  Vol.  1,  p.  177. 
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THE  KURAL  MAGAZINE, OR  VERMONT  REPOSITORY 

Devoted  to  Literary,  Moral,  Historical  and 
Political  Improvement,  for  January,  1795. 
Hoc  undique jura  congruuntur.  Rutland; 
Printed  by  J.  Kirkaldie,  for  S.  Williams 
&  Co.,  a  few  rods  north  of  the  State-House. 

"  PREFACE. 

In  compiling  the  Rural  Mngnzine,  the  de- 
sign of  the  Editor  is  to  prepare  such  literary, 
moral  and  historical  collections,  as  may  prove 
instructive  and  entertaining  to  the  reader  ; 
In  this  Collection,  what  we  have  most  of  all 
in  view,  is  such  original  papers,  historical 
and  political  documents,  literary,  civil,  and 
ecclesiastical  transactions,  as  relate  more  im- 
mediately to  the  affairs  and  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont. By  collecting  and  preserving  such  pa- 
pers and  proceedings  we  hope  to  exhibit  to 
the  public  a  general  aecount'and  view  of  the 
state  and  progress  of  society  in  this  part  of 
the  Federal  Union.  It  would  not  be  decern 
or  safe  for  the  Editor  to  make  high  declara- 
tions or  promises,  with  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  will  be  executed  ;  all  that 
he  will  venture  to  engage  is,  to  make  a  seri- 
ous attempt  to  compile  as  useful  a  Magazine 
as  shall  be  in  his  power.  Every  composition, 
designed  for  the  people,  will,  eventually,  take 
its  character  from  its  utility  ;  and  its  utility 
will  be  ascertained  by  the  reception  which  it 
meets  from  the  people.  By  this  ^.tandard  the 
merits  of  the  work  will  be  examined,  and  its 
continuance  or  discontinuance  will  be  deter- 
mined. That  which  the  people  do  not  esteem 
cannot  be  very  useful  to  them  :  and'  in  an}' 
writings  which  meet  their  approbation,  an 
author  will  always  hud,  in  the  public  esteem- 
ana  encouragement,  the  proper  and  adequate 
reward  for  his  labors.  The  Editor. 

Rutland  Feb.  1,  1795." 

The  historical  papers  in  the  Rural  Maga- 
zine are  :  "  Letters  from  the  Gove  rnors  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  relative  to 
the  first  grants  of  land  in  Vermont."  "  Min- 
utes of  the  Council  of  New  York."  "  Let- 
ters from  Governors  Wentworth  and  Clinton." 
"  Memoirs  of  Colonel  Seth  Warner."  •*  Esti- 
mates and  Statements  relative  to  Appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  year  1795."  "Mrs. 
Jemima  Howe,  (Indian  Captive)."  "  List  of 
Townships  granted  westward  of  Connecticut 
river — date  of  grants."  "Letters  of  William 
Tryon,  to  Rev,  Mr.  Dewey,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Bennington  and  the  adjacent  countrv, 
on  the  east  of  Hudson's  river,  Albany." 
"Moses  Robinson's  and  Samuel  Satlord's  letter 
to  Governor  Tryon."  "  Resignation  of  Coun* 
cillor  (Thomas)  Porter,"  October,  1795.  "  Dis- 
interested Bravery,"  By  Matthew  Lyon  ;  Or 
his  graphic  account  of  Robert  Armstrong's 
rescue  of  a  drowning  man     "  Salt  Springs, 


at  Bridport  and  Orwell,"  By  Thomas  Tolman, 
Esq.  "  An  Execrable  law  of  the  Colony  of 
New  York,  passed  the  9th  day  of  March, 
1791."  '*  Address  of  the  Proscribed  Persons 
!  to  the  people  of  Albany  and  Charlotte  Coun- 
ties, contiguous  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants."  "District  of  Maine  Separation." 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  held  at  Port- 
land, October  27,  1791.  Attempt  to  improve 
the  System  of  Criminal  Jurisprudence.  "  Sin- 
gular Power  of  Serpents, "By  T.  "  Observa- 
tions made  on  the  Falls  of  Onion  River,  Wa- 
terbury,  commonly  called  Button's  Falls, 
May  IS,  179o;  By  the  lion.  S.  Hitchcock  and 
Col.  Davis."  "  Proceedings  of  the  People  of 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  Province  of 
New  York,  By  Reuben  Jones."  Exports  from 
the  United  States,  1791  to  '95.  "  Articles  of 
Ecclesiastical  Order  and  Discipline,  adopted 
by  the  Association  of  Ministers  in  the  West- 
ern District  of  Vermont,"  by  Thomas  Tolman, 
Scribe  of  the  Convention,  "  The  First  Peti- 
tion of  the  People  of  Vermont  to  Congress." 
"  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Letter  of  Jo- 
seph Woodward,  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  and  the  Petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  grants,  read  May  30th,  1776"  (in  con- 
gress). Resolution  in  Congress,  June  4th,  '76. 
"  Constitution  of  the  Amicable  Association 
of  Christiana  Hundred."  "  Late  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Transactions  at  Westminster,"  (Yt.) 
"  Proceedings  of  a  Convention  at  Dorset, 
in  1776."  "Written  Dissertation,  read  be- 
fore the  first  Medical  Society  in  Vermont  Ju- 
ly, A.  D.  1771,  by  Timothy  Todd,  now  ^1775) 
President  of  the  First  Medical  Society  in  Ver- 
mont." "  A  Case  of  Hydrophobia  (in  Ar- 
lington), communicated  by  Dr.  T.  Todd." — 
"  History  of  the  American  Revolution." 
"  Massacre  at  Fort  William  Henry,  in  17~>7," 
in  vol.  1.  "  Letter  of  Thomas  Young  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Vermont."  "  Resolution  of 
Congress  referred  to  in  the  above  letter." — 
"  Letter  from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt."  "  Cap- 
tain Remember  Baker,  by  T."  "  Literary 
Societies,"  "Ecclesiastical  Letter  of  Trumpet- 
er." Answers  by  "  A  Customer."  "  Histo- 
ry of  the  American  Revolution."  "  Memoirs 
of  General  Montgomery."  "  Address  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Vermont  to  the  Councils 
of  Safety  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, Manchester,  July  15,  1777."  "  Letter 
of  Meshech  Weare,  President  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  to  Ira  Allen,  Secretary  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  July  19,  1777." — 


RUTLAND. 
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Letter  of  Weare  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Delegates  at  Congress."  "  Weare  to  Gov. 
Chittenden."  "  The  connection  between  Pol- 
itics  and  Divinity."  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bur- 
ton's Election  Sermon,  at  Windsor,  Oct.  3, 
1795."  "  A  Report  of  Col.  Ethan  Allen, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Honora- 
ble Council  and  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  Gener- 
al Assembly  met."  "  An  Account  of  the  un- 
ion of  16  towns,  on  the  east  side  of  Connect- 
icut river,  with  the  State  of  Vermont." — 
"  Letters  of  the  Trumpeter."  Letters  on 
Snake  Charming,  from  Watkins,  of  Brandon, 
Samuel  Beach,  of  Whiting,  Elias  Willard  of 
Tinmouth  and  U.  Baker,  of  Rutland."  "An 
Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, by  Ira.  Allen  Esq.,  to  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Vermont."  "  Claim  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  whole  territory  of 
Vermont,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
April  2d,  1779."  "  An  Account  of  the  West 
River  Mountain,  and  the  appearance  of  there 
having  been  a  volcano  in  it."  "  Petition  of 
the  Committees  of  Cumberland  County  to 
Gov.  Clinton,  May  4th,  1779  ;  To  His  Ex- 
cellency George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  General  and  Com- 
mander of  all  the  militia  and  Admiral  of  the 
Navy  of  the  same  :  The  Petition  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Towns  of  Hinsdale,  Guilford. 
Brattleborough,  Fulham,  Putney.  Westmin- 
ster, Rockingham,  Springfield  and  Weathers- 
field,  in  Cumberland  County,  chosen  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  the  pretended  State  of 
Vermont,  and  convened  at  Brattleborough, 
May  4th,  1779.' —Ed.] 

CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP. 

BY  EEV  WM  B.  MITCHELL, 

Congregationalist  pastor  in  Rutland  from  1883  to  1SP.6, 
page  1019. 

Behold  the  countless  hosts  above, 

The  glory  of  the  night, 
In  silent  fellowship  they  move 

Through  fields  of  living  light. 
Sun  darts  to  sun  the  vital  ray, 

And  star  enlightens  star. 
Their  borrowed  beams  the  orbs  repay 

And  spread  their  glory  far. 
No  gift  have  they  of  settled  speech 

Hut  sinking  as  they  run, 
Attraction  binds  us  each  to  each, 

And  to  our  planet  sun. 
Emblern8  of  holy  love  to  man 

Aie  ye,  melodious  spheres, 
His  pathway  dark,  his  life  a  span, 

His  fate  dust,  darkness,  tears. 


But  grace  a  brighter  arch  has  spanned 

And  suns  more  glorious  given, 
A  canopy  more  richly  sp;iuned, 

A  more  enduring  heaven. 

WALTER  COLTOy, 

born  in  Rutland  in  1797,  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1822,  and  after  a  three  year? 
course  at  Andover  was  ordained  a  Congrega- 
tional clergyman.  In  1828,  he  became  edit- 
or of  the  "American  Spectator;"  in  1830, 
received  a  chaplaincy  in  the  navy  ;  in  1846 
was  married  and  soon  ordered  to  the  squad- 
ron for  the  Pacific.  He  was  afterward 
Alcade  of  Monterey,  and  established  the  ftist 
newspaper,  and  was  the  builder  of  the  first 
school-house  in  California,  and  was  the  first 
to  make  known  the  discovery  of  California 
gold  to  the  States.  He  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia in  the  Summer  of  1850,  and  on  a  visit 
to  Washington  took  a  violent  cold  which 
terminated  in  dropsy.  He  died  June  22, 
1851.  His  principal  literary  works  are  a 
"Prize  Essay  on,  Dueling,"  "  Ship  and  Shore," 
"  Visit  to  Constantinople,"  "  Deck  and  Port," 
"  Three  Years  in  California,"  "  Land  and 
Sea,"  "  The  Sea  and  Sailor,"  "  Notes  on 
France  and  Italy,"  and  "  Italy  and  other 
Literary  Remains,"  the  last  accompanied  by 
a  memoir  of  the  author,  by  Rev.  Henry  F. 
Cheever.  The  style  of  Mr.  Colton's  volumes 
is  lively  and  entertaining.  He,  also,  occasion- 
ally wrote  in  poetry. 

A  LEAP  FOR  LIFE. 

RT  WALTER  COLTOX. 

Old  Ironsides  at  anchor  lay- 
In  the  harbur  of  Mahon  ; 

A  dt-ad  calm  rested  on  the  bay — 
The  waves  to  sleep  had  gone; 

When  little  Hal,  the  Captain's  son, 
A  lad  both  brave  and  good, 

In  sport,  up  shroud  and  rigging  ran 
And  on  the  main  truck  stood! 

A  shudder  shot  through  every  vein,— 

All  eys  were  turned  on  high  ! 
There  stood  the  boy  with  dizzy  brain, 

Between  the  sea  aud  sky  ; 
No  hold  hail  he  above,  below; 

Alone  he  stood  in  air : 
To  that  far  height  none  dared  to  go, — 

No  aid  could  reach  him  there. 

We  gazed,  but  not  a  man  could  speak  ! 

Witli  horror  all  aghftst, 
In  groups  with  pallid  brow  and  cheuk, 

We  watched  the  quivering  mast. 
The  atmosphere  grew  thick  and  hot, 

And  of  a  lurid  hue  ; — 
As  riveted  unto  the  spot 

Stood  officers  and  crow. 
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The  father  came  on  deck; — he  gasped, 

"0  God  !  Thy  will  be  done ! ' ' 
Then  suddenly  a  rifle  grasped 

And  aimed  it  at  his  son. 
•'Jump,  far  out  boy,  into  the  wavel 

Jump,  or  I  fire,"  he  said  ; 
"That  only  chance  your  life  can  save  ; 

Jump,  jump  boyl  "  He  obeyed. 

He  snnk, — he  rose, — he  Jived, — he  moved, — 

And  for  the  ship  struck  out, 
On  board  we  hailed  the  lad  beloved, 

With  many  a  manly  shout. 
His  father  drew  in  silent  joy, 

Those  wet  arms  round  his  neck, 
And  folded  to  his  heart  his  boy, — 

Then  fainted  on  the  deck. 


MY  FIRST  LOVE  AND  MY  LAST. 

BY  WALTER  C0LT0N. 

Cathara,  when  the  many  silent  tears 
Of  beauty,  bending  o'er  thy  dying  bed, 

Bespoke  the  chauge  familiar  to  our  fears, 
I  could  not  thiixk  thy  spirit  yet  had  fled, 

So  like  to  life  the  slumber  death  had  cast 

On  thy  sweet  face,  my  first  lore  and  my  last. 

I  watched  to  see  those  lids  their  light  unfold, 
For  still  thy  forehead  rose  surene  and  fair 

As  when  those  raven  ringlets  richly  rolled 

O'er  life  which  dwelt  in  thought  and  beauty  there; 

Thy  cheek  the  while  was  rosy  with  the  theme 

That  flashed  along  the  spirit's  mystic  dream. 

Thy  lips  were  circled  with  that  silent  smile 
Which  oft  around  their  dewy  freshness  woke, 

When  some  more  happy  thought  or  harmless  wile 
Upon  thy  warm  and  wandering  fancy  broke, 

For  thou  wert  nature's  child,  and  took  the  tone 

Of  every  pulse  as  if  it  were  thine  own. 

I  watched,  and  still  believed  that  thou  wouldst  wake 
When  others  came  to  place  thee  in  the  shroud ; 

I  thought  to  see  this  seeming  slumber  break, 
As  I  have  seen  a  light,  transparent  cloud 

Disperse,  which  o'er  a  star's  sweet  face  had  thrown 

A  shadow,  like  to  that  which  veiled  thine  own. 

But  no;  there  was  no  token,  look  or  breath  ; 

The  tears  of  those  around,  the  tolling  bell 
And  hearse,  told  us  at  last  that  this  was  death  f 

I  know  not  if  I  breathed  a  last  farewell ; 
But  since  that  day  my  sweetest  hours  have  past 
In  thought  of  thee,  my  first  love  and  my  last. 


WM.  DOUGLAS  SMITH. 

In  the  Rutland  Graduates  at  Middlebury 
College,  page  10r>3,  should  have  been  added, 
class  of  1804,  Wm.  Douglas  Smith,  Post 
Master  at  Rutland,  unpointed  Dec.  19,  1810, 
in  which  year  he  died.  He  was  also  reg- 
ister of  Probate  in  1811,  12,  13.  He  married 
Fanny  Chipraan. 


FREDERIC  WILLIAM  IIOPKIXS,* 

Son  of  Hiram  and  Rachel  Spotten  Hopkins, 
was  born  in  Pittsford,  Vt.,  Sept.  15,  IbOrj:  di- 
ed Jan.  21,  1874,  at  his  home  in  Ruiland.  Gen- 
eral Hopkins  was  graduated  at  iliddlebury  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1828.  After  graduation  ho 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon. 
Ambrose  L.  Brown,  hb  brother-in-law,  at  Rut- 
laud,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  April 
term,  1831,  of  the  Rutland  county  court.  From 
that  time,  until  1839,  he  practised  law  in  Rut- 
land, with  more  or  less  success;  being  in  the 
mean  while,  from  1833  to  1^36,  Register  of 
Probate  for  the  District  of  Rutland.  The  prac- 
tice of  law  was  not,  however,  congenial  to  his 
tastes,  and  upon  his  appointment  as  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  and  County  Courts  for  Rutland  county, 
in  April,  1839,  he  relinquished  it  forever.  The 
same  year  he  was  again  appointed  register  of 
probate,  but  held  the  office  only  a  single  term. 

As  a  county  clerk  he  was  a  model  officer, 
and  it  can  be  said,  without  disparagement  to 
others,  living  or  dead,  he  was  the  best  county 
clerk  that  was  ever  appointed  to.  or  held  the 
office  in  Vermont.  His  rules  of  conduct,  in 
this  important  office,  were  arrangement,  order, 
system,  accuracy,  neatness  and  despatch.  Ilia 
forms,  his  arrangements,  his  blanks,  his  system, 
were  adopted  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State, 
and  probably  will  continue  as  long  as  the  pres- 
ent rules  or  practice  continue.  He  continued 
as  county  clerk  until  1868,  when  his  age  and 
infirmities  compelled  him  to  retire. 

He  had  a  natural  taste  for  military  life ;  and 
did  the  State  some  service  in  that  capacity. 
He  was,  for  years,  the  life  and  soul  of  the  mi- 
litia, when  there  was  a  company  in  every  town, 
and  a  regiment  in  every  county.  He  was  ap- 
pointed adjutant  inspector  general  in  1838,  and 
held  that  office  until  1852.  He  established  an 
uniformed  militia;  and,  although  adjutant  arid 
inspector  general,  became  captain  of  the  "  Rut- 
land Citizens'  Corps."  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebelliou  he  tendered  his  services  to  the 
Governor,  in  any  capacity  in  which  he  might 
be  useful ;  but  his  advancing  years,  and  deaf- 

*  [Our  correspondent  says:  "I  have  merely  stated 
facts  briefly,  and  have  done  no  justice  to  his  home  life, 
his  pure  and  exalted  tast.'s,  his  great  literary  acquire* 
merits,  and  his  unselfish  and  generous  devotion  to  oth- 
ers. I  send  you  a  copy  of  The  Harvest  Home  which 
was  written  for  the  First  State  Fair  ever  held  in  Ver- 
mont, (at  Rutland)  and  sung  by  a  company  of  arti-is. 
tho  Prima  Donna  sitting  on  horseback,  and  ut  the  close 
of  the  song  crowned  with  a  wreath  of  flowers  amidst 
theplauditsof  the  vast  multitude  assembled  there.— Ed.] 
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ness,  compelled  the  Governor  reluctantly  to  de- 
cline them. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  pronounced  eulogies  before  that  so- 
ciety, assembled  at  Montpelier,  on  Edgar  L. 
Ormsbee,  Esq.,  of  the  Rutland  county  bar,  and 
Doct  James  Porter,  which  were  published  in 
several  papers  in  the  State.  He  also  published 
an  eulogy  on  Gen.  T.  B.  Ransom,  and  a  Man- 
ual for  the  Rutland  couQty  Bar.  He  was  an 
appreciative  lover  and  patron  of  the  arts,  a 
gentleman  of  rare  culture  and  refinement;  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.  Gener- 
al Hopkins  was  twice  married;  first  to  Julia 
Anne,  daughter  of  Doct.  Thomas  Hooker,  Dec. 
1,  1836,  by  whom  he  leaves  one  daughter,  Sa- 
rah Hooker,  wife  of  Joseph  Perkins  Woodbury, 
Esq.  His  second  wife,  who  survives  him,  was 
Anna  Eliza,  daughter  of  Zimri  Lawrence.  Esq., 
of  Weybridge,  Yt.,  to  whom  he  was  married 
May  17,  1843;  of  this  marriage  three  children 
survive  :  Jenny  Andrews,  a  successful  and  ac- 
complished teacher,  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Grace 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Silas  "Wright  Gregory,  for- 
merly of  Plattsburg,  N.  T.,  now  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  William  Frederic,  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Globe  Paper  Co. 

THE  HARVEST  HOME. 

BY  GEX.  F.  W.  HOPKINS. 

"Written  by  request,  and  sung  at  the  Vermont  State 
Fair,  Rutland,  Sept.  2,  1S52.    Tune,  Marseilles  Hymn. 

Ye  sons  of  the  Mountain,  wake  to  glory! 

Hark !  the  glad  shouts  of  joy  arise  1 
Telling  to  all  in  song  and  stury, 

That  there  is  nought  with  Freedom  vies, 
'  That  there  is  nought  with  Freedom  vies, 
No  "dire  invaders,  mischief  breeding," 
No  "  tyrant  hosts,  a  ruffian  band," 
"Affright  and  desolate  the  land," 
"While  peace  and  liberty  "  are  breathing, 
Rejoice,  rejoice,  ye  hills, 
The  mountain  spirit's  free. 
Chorus— Huzza,  huzza,  ye  mountain  sons. 
Come  shout  the  Harvest  home. 

Not  here  is  War's  loud  thunder  rolling, 

The  victor  nation's  pride  to  raise; — 
Not  here  the  monster  Famine's  howling, 
On  other  lands  that  darkly  preys, 
On  other  lauds  that  darkly  preys ; 
But  here  all  plenty  now  bestowing, 

And  Light  and  Peace  the  land  o'erspread 
While  onward  still  by  hope  we're  led, 
And  hearts  with  Happiness  o'erflowing. 
Rejoice,  rejoice,  Vermont, 
The  mountain  spirit's  free. 
Chorus — Huzza,  huzza,  ye  mountain  sons, 
Come,  shout  the  Harvest  home. 

Our  mountain  homes  !  once  o'er  you  bouuded, 
The  warrior  savage,  bold  aud  free; 


And  sadly  and  mournfully  sounded, 
The  shouts  that  ne>r  again  may  be, 
The  shouts  that  ne'er  again  may  be, 
These  wilds  that  now  ring  out  with  gladness, 
They  tell  of  morn's  bright  beaming  light, 
That  dawns  from  out  that  troubled  n;j,ht, 
And  leaves  not  a  trace  of  its  9adness. 
Arise,  arise.  Vermont, 
Be  worthy  to  be  free. 
Cfiorus — Huzza,  huzza,  ye  mountain  sons, 
Come  shout  the  Harvest  home. 

Ye  sons  of  sires,  who  woke  to  glory, 

When  dark  and  dreary  Bight  appeard 
There  were  your  "  grand«ires  brave  an  i  hoary 
Who  direst  dangers  never  feared, 
Who  direst  dangers  never  feared, 
And  when  your  land  lay  cold  and  Heeding, 
'Twas  Allen  then  all  danger  dared. 
And  Warner's  breast  was  boldly  bared, 
Where  home  and  fireside,  aid  was  needing, 
To  arms,  to  arms,  they  cried, 
To  victory  then  or  death. 
Chonis — Huzza,  huzza,  ye  mountain  soas, 
Come  shout  the  Harvest  home. 

Ye  sons  of  the  mountain,  wake  to  glory, 

Hark !  'tis  Ceres  bids  you  rise  ' 
'Tis  Science,  Art.  Commerce,  Industry, 
That  cite  you  onward  for  the  prize, 
That  cite  you  onward  for  the  prize. 
Our  fields  with  verdm-e  brightly  glowing. 
Our  flocks  and  herds  make  glad  the  hills, 
And  enterprise  in  thou-anJ  rills, 
And  knowledge,  wealth  are  richly  flowing. 
Rejoice,  rejoice  Vermont ! 
To  Heaven  all  honor  due. 
Chorus — Huzza,  huzza,  ye  mountain  sons! 
Come  shout  the  Harvest  home. 

ISAAC   D.  COLE 

of  Rutland  for  many  years  prominent  among 
the  business  men  ;  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church — and  one  of  the  earliest  projectors 
and  founders  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  in  Rutland.  Died  Sept.  26,  1870. 

JAMES  BARRETT, 

an  old  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  of  Rut- 
land, died  at  his  residence,  in  that  village, 
Oct.  18,  2875,  in  his  83d  year.  He  was 
great  grandson  of  Col.  James  Barrett,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Provincial  Congress  superintendent 
of  the  public  stores  and  commander  of  militia 
at  the  Concord  fight. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG  RIPLEY 

was  born  in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  Dec.  13,  1797. 
In  1638,  his  paternal  ancestor,  William  Rip- 
ley, with  his  wife,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters came  from  Hingham,  Norfolk  Coanty, 
England,  and  settled  at  Bingham,  Mass. 

William  Young  Ripley  was  the  a  >0  of 
Nathaniel  Ripley  and  Sibyl  Hunting!  n. 
Nathaniel   Ripley's  great  grandfather  waj 
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Joshua  Ripley,  who  was  married  Nov.  28, 
1682  to  Hannah  Bradford,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Bradford,  Jr.,  Dep.  Gov.  of 
Plymouth  Colony,  and  granddaughter  of 
Gov.  William  Bradford,  who  came  over  in 
the  May  Flower  in  1620. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  8 
years  old  his  lather  moved  to  Weybridge 
and  up  to  the  age  of  14  his  life  was  passed 
on  a  farm.  His  early  education  was  simply 
such  as  could  be  had  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  day,  and  was  finished,  so  far  as 
schools  went,  at  the  age  of  14.  He  was, 
however,  a  careful  and  discriminating  reader 
through  life.  He  had  a  retentive  memory 
well  stored.  His  library  was  large,  and  con- 
tained man}'-  rare  and  valuable  works.  At 
14,  he  became  clerk  for  Hager  and  Ripley 
(Ripley  was  his  brother)  of  Middiebury,  and 
remained  with  them  till  he  was  21.  On  the 
day  he  attained  his  majority  he  started  out 
to  make  his  fortune.  He  went  to  Charleston, 
S.  C,  and  found  employment  as  junior  clerk 
in  a  dry  goods  house,  and  pushed  rapidly 
through  various  grades  till  he  became  part- 
ner and  finally  sole  proprietor  of  the  then 
largest  house  in  Charleston.  He  remained 
in  Charleston  9  years. 

During  his  residence  here  he  was  married 
Dec.  5,  1822,  to  Zulma  Caroline  Thomas, 
daughter  of  Jean  Jacques  Thomas,  and  Su- 
sanna De  Lacy.  They  were  natives  of 
France.  Julia  Caroline  Ripley  (now  Mrs. 
Dorr)  is  the  only  child  of  this  marriage.  In 
1826,  his  wife  who  had  been  taken  North  in 
the  hope  of  restoring  her  health,  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Weybridge,  Vt. 

After  this  event,  Mr.  Ripley  returned  to 
Charleston  and  closed  up  his  business,  during 
the  winter  of  1326  and  1827,  and  removed 
to  New  York,  where  he  became  head  of  the 
large  commission  house  of  Ripley,  Waldo  & 
Ripley.  Before  leaving  home  he  promised 
himself  that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  for- 
tune when  he  should  have  attained  a  certain 
sura.  On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1329,  he 
found  himself  in  possession  of  the  sum,  and 
true  to  his  word  he  left  a  business  in  the  full 
tide  of  prosperity  and  returned  to  Middle- 
bury  in  the  spring  of  1830,  retiring,  as  he 
then  supposed,  forever  from  active  business. 
He  was  then  32  years  old.  Feb.  10,  1831, 
he  married  the  daughter  of  Gen.  Hastings 
Warren,  of  Middiebury,  and  settled  down  to 
a  farmer's  life  on  the  Seely  farm,  4  miles 


south  of  Middiebury,  but  his  active  business 
life  had  unfitted  him  for  so  tame  an  existence. 
He  sought  other  employment  and  became  in- 
terested with  other  gentlemen  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glass  at  Lake  Dunrnore,  the  factory 
being  situated  near  the  spot  where  the  Lake 
House  now  stands.  He  remained  in  this 
business  as  general  manager  until  it  was 
abandoned  as  no  longer  remunerative.  In 
1337,  he  removed  to  his  late  residence  in 
Center  Rutland.  There  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  Soon  after  coming  to  Rutland  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  with  Mr. 
Evelyn  Pierpoint  as  partner.  Mr.  Pierpoint  • 
retired  after  a  few  years,  and  Mr.  Thomas  R. 
Bailey  succeeded  him  as  partner.  This  busi- 
ness was  continued  up  to  about  1843,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved  and  the  business 
abandoned.  In  1844,  Mr.  Ripley  formed  a 
partnership  with  Wm.  F.  Barnes,  and  then 
commenced  the  development  of  the  marble 
business  in  this  county.  This  was  the  first 
well  organized  effurt  in  this  direction.  The 
firm  of  Ripley  &.  Barne3  was  dissolved  in 
1S50,  Ripley  continuing  the  business  of  saw- 
ing and  Barnes  that  of  quarrying  marble. 
In  1865,  Mr.  Ripley  surrendered  his  entire 
business  into  the  hands  of  his  sons,  and  re- 
tired finally  from  active  business.  In  1S62, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Rutland  County 
Bank,  he  was  elected  president,  and  held 
that  position  until  his  death.  He  became 
interested,  about  1840,  in  the  success  of  the 
Troy  Conference  Academy  at  Poultney, 
and  for  many  years  held  the  presidency  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution, 
giving  largely  of  his  means  to  its  sup- 
port. 

He  never  sought,  nor  would  he  accept 
civil  or  political  office  of  any  kind. 

He  was  for  many  years,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  director  in  the  National 
Bank  of  Rutland. 

Mr.  Ripley  stood  for  many  years  in  the 
highest  position  in  society  and  business 
affairs,  and  his  removal  by  death  was  deeply 
lamented.  He  was  a  man  of  di-tinction  by 
nature,  impressive  in  personal  presence,  tall 
and  commanding  in  stature,  and  possessed  of 
those  gifts  of  mind  and  heart  which  Iks 
physical  nature  so  fittingly  symbolized.  In 
many  respects  he  was  an  ideal  Vermonter. 
He  represented  the  best  peculiarities  of  New 
England  social  and  business  life.  He  sought 
distinction  in  the  sturdy  and  enterprising 
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manner  nf  a  true  yeoman.  Although  favored 
by  fortune  he  was  his  fortune's  own  architect. 

In  1^08,  lie  built  the  opera  house,  which 
was  burned  the  morning  of  May  17,  1875. 
This  had  been  called  the  monument  of  its 
honored  builder,  and  it  was  a  source  of  uni- 
versal regret  that  it  could  not  have  stood  as 
Buch  in  future  years.  About  the  same  time 
Mr.  Ripley  received  a  severe  injury  in  a  fall 
in  which  his  hip  was  broken,  and  tins  acci- 
dent undoubtedly  hastened  his  death.  For 
the  last  week  of  his  life  he  failed  rapidly, 
but  retained  possession  of  his  conscious- 
ness to  the  last,  and  about  10  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th  of  September,  1875,  the 
silver  cord  was  loosed,  and  the  golden  bowl 
was  broken  and  he  went  to  his  long  home  at 
the  age  of  77  years,  9  months  and  14  days. 

If  Mr.  Ripley  was  fortunate  in  the  spring 
tide  of  life,  he  was  no  less  so  when  the  tide 
of  life  was  at  its  ebb.  He  had  all  the  fitting 
accompaniments  of  old  age,  domestic  felici- 
ties of  t tie  rarest  kind,  "  love,  honor  and 
troops  of  friends."  During  the  last  few 
months  of  his  life,  his  face  wore  a  peculiarly 
light  and  etherial  look,  and  set  off  as  it  was 
by  long  white  hair  and  beard,  beautiful  in 
the  artist's  sense,  it  gave  him  the  air  and 
mien  of  one  who  had  reached  the  crown  and 
palm  of  life.  Mr.  Ripley  leaves  a  wife  and 
five  children  ;  Mrs.  Julia  C.  R.  Dorr,  the  weli 
known  author,  wife  of  Hon.  S.  M.  Dorr; 
Gen.  W.  Y.  W.  Ripley,  Gen.  Edward  H.  Rip- 
ley, of  Rutland  ;  Charles  Ripley,  of  Col- 
orado, and  Agnes,  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Par- 
ker, of  Vergennes.  Two  daughters  have 
preceded  him  to  the  grave — Helen,  the  wife 
of  J.  J.  Myers,  who  died  nine  years  since, 
and  Mary,  wife  of  C.  M.  Fisher,  Esq.,  who 
with  her  husband  was  lost  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  Atlantic,  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, 2  years  since. 

[The  above  furnished  by  the  family,  by' re- 
quest.—Ed.] 

JULIA  CAROLINE  RIPLEY 

was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  Feb.  13,  1825. 
Her  maternal  grand  parents  resided,  after 
their  marriage,  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo, 
from  which  place  they  fled  to  Charleston,  S. 
C,  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection  of  the 
slaves  in  that  island. 

Her  mother  was  of  French  extraction,  and 
she  herself  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  but 
most  of  her  life  has  been  spent  in  Vermont. 


There  her  education  was  obtained  and  her 
character  developed,  surrounded  by  the  cul- 
ture and  refinements  peculiar  to  the  best 
New  England  society.  Before  she  was  two 
years  old,  her  mother  died. 

She  was  married,  Feb.  22,  1847,  to  Hon. 
Seneca  M.  Dorr,  then  of  New  York,  but  for 
the  last  twenty  years  a  resident  of  Rutland, 
Vt.  Mr.  Dorr  is  well  known  to  the  people 
of  his  adopted  State  as  a  legisla'or  of  promi- 
nence and  ability.  As  a  writer  and  speaker, 
he  has  been  in  t tie  front  rank  in  the  discus- 
sions of  questions  of  political  economy,  and 
has  proved  himself  strong  enough  to  biave 
public  opinion  when  he  believed  it  to  be  in 
the  wrong,  and  knew  it  to  be  intolerant  and 
merciless. 

Mrs.  Dorr  has  ever  found,  in  her  husband, 
an  appreciative  support  in  her  literary  work. 
"  The  Maples,"  their  home  on  the  banks  of 
Otter  Creek,  just  outside  the  corporate  limits 
of  Rutland,  one  of  the  notable  residences  of 
this  beautiful  town,  reminds  one  of  the 
many  quiet  and  beautiful  homes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson.  Its  dense  shade  of  maples, 
its  profusion  of  flowers  in  their  season,  its 
outlook  on  the  river,  and  the  grand  old 
mountains  in  the  distance,  all  combine  to 
make  it  a  place  fit  for  tiie  habitation  of  poet 
and  scholar.  But  a  sketch  of  her  life  as  au 
author,  however  full,  would  be  quite  unsatis- 
factory to  those  who  know  her  best,  J  id  it 
not  allude  to  what  she  is  as  a  wife  and  moth- 
er. A  family  of  four  children,  who  have  had 
the  personal  care  of  their  mother,  into  whose 
lives  her  own  has  been  largely  absorbed,  and 
who  have  grown  and  are  growing  into  noble 
manhood  and  womanhood,  is  the  highest  at- 
testation that  the  mother's  sphere  iias  been 
well  and  wisely  filled.  The  sweet  serenity 
of  the  home  which  is  filled  by  her  presence, 
and  the  quiet  beauty  and  harmony  which 
pervade  it,  are  the  unimpeachable  witnesses 
that  the  highest  culture  and  the  most  perse- 
vering literary  labor  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  paramount  duties  of  wife  and 
mother. 

Mrs.  Dorr  began  writing  at  a  very  early 
age.  Her  first  verses  were  written  when  she 
was  but  12  years  eld.  She  did  not,  however, 
make  the  mistake  of  some  young  writer*, 
and  rush  at  once  into  print.  It  was  not  un- 
til 1848  that  she  felt  that  she  had  something 
to  say  to  which  the  world  might,  perhaps,  he 
willing  to  listen.    Sinco  that  time,  a  largo 
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number  of  her  poems  have  appeared  in  the 
best  magazines  of  the  day,  and  been  widely 
copied  at  home  and  abroad.  One  of  them, 
"  The  Vermont  Volunteer,"  written  upon  a 
6ick,  bed,  won  a  $  50  prize  (offered  by  the 
writer  of  this  sketch)  over  41  competing 
poems.  Her  first  attempt  at  a  story — "  Isa-* 
bel  Leslie" — had  the  singular  success  of 
gaining  one  of  the  $  100  prizes  offered  by 
ISartain's  Magazine. 

While  her  contributions  have  so  constant- 
ly enriched  the  magazines,  Mrs.  Dorr  has 
found  time  to  give  the  public  several  novels 
and  a  choice  edition  of  her  poems.  Her  first 
book  venture — "  Farmingdale  " —  appearing 
Tinder  the  no>n  de  plume  of  Caroline  Thomas, 
was  published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  This 
was  soon  followed  by  "Laurnere,"  issued  un- 
der her  own  name.  Then  came  a  period  of 
comparative  rest  from  literary  labor,  the  work 
of  the  mother  crowding  out  that  of  the  author- 
But,  in  due  time,  "  Sibyl  Huntington,"  "  Ex- 
piation," and  "  Bride  and  Bridegroom,"  were 
written  and  published,  as  well  as  a  volume 
of  poems,  which  appeared  3  years  since. 
These,  taken  in  connection  with  her  current 
literary  work,  and  the  unremitting  care  of  a 
family,  are  unmistakable  evidences  of  most 
painstaking  and  constant  labor,  and  we 
should  say  of  Mrs.  Dorr,  that  she  has  grown 
steadily,  winning,  year  by  year,  a  higher 
and  higher  position.  Her  books  have  all 
been  reasonably  successful ;  every  story, 
every  poem,  seems  written  with  a  purpose. 
No  transcendentalism  veils  its  meaning. 
Every  line  from  her  pen  bears  the  clear  im- 
press cf  a  well-balanced  mind,  a  feeling 
heart,  and  a  broad-cultured,  cosmopolitan 
spirit.  The  beauty  and  purity  of  her  En- 
glish, the  high  moral  tone  and  character  of 
her  works,  have  alike  commended  them  to 
the  most  refined  and  cultivated  homes. 

Here  is  a  specimen  gem,  such  as  are  thick- 
ly strewn  through  Mrs.  Dorr's  writings: — 

"Oh  !  well  may  we  hush  our  vain  babblings,  aud  wait : 
He  who  merits  the  crown  wears  it  sooner  or  late." 

In  Mr.  Emerson's  Parnassus,  published  by 
J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co.,  in  1S75,  Mrs.  Dorr's 
beautiful  poem,  "  Outgrown,"  is  given  entire, 
and  in  the  late  edition  of  the  "  Female  Foets 
of  America,"  edited  by  Richard  Henry  Stod- 
dard, are  ten  of  her  poems.  In  the  fulness 
of  her  intellectual  powers,  in  the  vigor  of 
health,  we  look  upon  her  future  as  full  of 
literary  promise. — From  the  Cottage  Hearth. 
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Four  years,  four  little  years  ago,  through  all  our  sunny 
land, 

Sat  wives  ami  mothers,  calmly  blessed,  beside  each 

household  band  ; 
And  still  the  bright  days  glided  on,  and  quiet  nights 

dropped  down, 
Wrapping  in  one  soft  web  of  dreams,  cot,  hamlet,  vale 

and  town. 

Our  sturdy  husbands  held  the  plow,  or  cast  the  shining 
grain  ; 

Our  sons  and  brothers  gaily  toiled  on  hill-side  and  on 
plain  ; 

At  forge  and  anvil,  mill  and  loom,  in  all  the  marts  of 
trade, 

And  where  primeval  forests  throw  a  grand,  eternal 
shade. 

They  raised  the  marble  from  its  bed,  upon  the  moun- 
tain side  ; 

They  joyed  through  wild  and  devious  paths,  the  iron 

horse  to  guide ; 
And  some  of  studious  eye  and  brow,  labored  with 

tongue  and  pen, 
Breathing  high  words  of  lofty  cheer,  to  bless  their 

fellow  meu. 

But  sometimes  as  we  sat  at  ease,  in  that  serenest  air, 
We  wondered  if  brave  hearts  and  bold,  found  fitting 

nurture  there  ; 
We  wondered  if  our  mouutaineers  were  valiant  as  of 

old, 

If  "cloth  of  frize"  were  still  found  matched,  with 
costliest  "cloth  of  gold." 

And  sometimes  earnest  souls,  when  thrilled  by  some 

quaint  olden  story, 
The  ages  have  brought  down  to  us,  haloed  with  solemn 

glory, 

Sighed  for  the  grand,  heroic  days,  they  thought  for- 
ever past, 

And  deemed  the  present  cold  and  tame,  prosaic  to  the 
last. 

And  cheeks  of  maidens  flushed  and  paled,  as  deeply 

pondering  o'er 
Some  page  of  old  romance,  or  tale  of  legendary  lore, 
They  read  of  tilt  and  tournament,  aud  fields  of  daring 

high, 

Where  knights  for  ladies'  love  were  proud,  nobly  to  do 
or  die. 

A  bugle  blast  rang  through  the  land,  a  war  cry  loud 
and  shrill, 

Each  mountain  peak  caught  up  the  strain,  hill  sent  it 
back  to  hill ; 

"To  arms!  to  arms!  ye  stalwart  men,  for  freedom 
and  for  God, 

And  tread  yourselves  the  glorious  paths  your  noble 
sires  once  trod!" 

Ah !  were  they  false  or  craven  then?  or  lagged  they 
by  the  way  ? 

We  talk  not  now  of  Marathon,  nor  "old  Platea's  day;" 
We  speak  not  of  Leonidas,  nor  of  Tuermopylte, 
Where  Persian  thousands  poured  their  biood,  a  dark 
encrimsoued  sea. 
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Nor  d  o  we  tell,  with  tremulous  Up,    how  Spartan 
mothers  bade 

Their  Bona  go  out  to  meet  the  foe,  with  strong  hearts 
undismayed, 

And  sternly  toKl  them  to  come  back,  '"bearing  their 

shield-,  or  <>n  them" — 
Our  boy*  went  forth  wi/twut  their  shields,  to  bloody 

fields,  and  won  them  ! 

Oh!  paled  for  us  the  golden  light  of  all  the  old  roman- 
ces ! 

True  heroism  does  not  die,  as  age  on  agn  advances  ; 
We  kuow  the  story  of  to-day  has  all  the  old  time 
splendor, 

Ajd  that  men's  hearts  are  bold  and  brave,  as  they  are 
true  and  tender  I 

For  on  full  many  a  hard  fought  field,  Vermont's  own 

sons  have  stoo  I 
Firm  and  unyielding  as  the  rock,  unmoved  by  storm 

or  flood  ; 

We  glory  in  their  glory,  in  the  bright,  unsullied  fame 
That  circles  as  a  halo,  each  patriot  hero's  name. 

That  fearful  charge  at  Lee's  Mills,  across  tho  rushing 
river, 

Where  they  saw  in  lines  of  rifle  pits,  the  foemeu's 

bayonets  quiver, 
While  cannou    thundered    over  them — the  men  at 

Balaklava 

So  fa  ned   in  story  and  in  song,  did   nothing  any 
braver. 

And  the  Fifth  at  Savage  Station,  won  they  not  unfading 
bays. 

Crowned  there  and  ever  after,  with  a  grateful  nation's 
praise? 

With  tour  hundred  men  they  charged  on  the  batteries 
of  the  foe, 

And  they  took  them — but  alasl   half  their  number 
were  laid  low. 

At  Bethel  and  Mannas^as.  from  Yorktown  on,  to  where 
The  swamps  of  Chick.hominy  poured  death  upon  the 
air : 

On  the  deadly  field  of  Antietam  and  many  a  one  be- 
side, 

Vermoiiters  wrote  their  names  in  blood,  then  cheered 
the  flag  and  died. 

At  Fredericksburg  and  Marye's  Hill  and  Gettysburg 
they  bore 

Their  colors  bravely  in  the  front  until  the  strife  was 
o'er ; 

At  Baton  Rouge  brave  Roberts  fell,  bleeding  from 

many  a  wound, 
At  New bern  noble  Jarvis  poured  bis  life  blood  on  the 

ground. 

Ye  tried,  and  true,  and  loyal  ones,  what  words  of  mine 
can  tell 

How  in  yonr  country's  inmost  heart,  your  memories 
shall  dwell  ? 

The  record  of  your  glorious  deeds  shall  live  forever 
more, 

Till  Heaven  and  Earth  shall  pa»3  away,  and  time  itself 
be  o'er. 

And  oh  !  ye  honored  dead  who  lie  in  unmarked  graves 
this  day, 

O'er  which  no  friend  may  ever  weep,  nor  wife  nor 
mother  pray — 


Yet  earth  shall  hold   in   glad   embrace   the  sacred, 
solemn  trust, 

And  God  and  all  His  angels  watch  over  each  soldier's 
dustl 


IN  ME  MORI  AM. 

BT  J.  C.  R.  DORR. 

Published  in  the  Rutland  Daily  Herald  Aug.  25,  18G2 
— the  day  on  which  the  remains  of  Col.  George  I.  Rob- 
erts, of  the  7th  Vt.  Vol.,  woro  brought  homo  tor  inter- 
ment. 

From  the  fierce  conflict  and  the  deadly  fray 
A  patriot  hero  comes  to  us  this  day. 

Greet  him  with  nni>ic  and  with  loud  acclaim, 
And  let  our  hills  re-echo  with  his  uame. 

Bring  rarest  flowers,  their  rich  perfume  to  Hhed 
Like  sweetest  inceuse  round  the  warrior's  head. 

Let  heart  and  voice  cry  '  welcome,'  and  a  shout 
Upon  the  Summer  air  ring  gaily  out, 

To  hail  tho  hero,  who  from  fierce  affray 
And  deadly  conflict,  comes  to  us  this  day. 

Alas  !  alas  !  fur  smiles  ye  give  but  tears. 
And  wtrdless  sorrow  on  each  face  appears. 

And  for  glad  music,  jubilant  and  clear, 
The  tolling  bell,  the  muffled  drum  we  hear. 

Woe  to  us,  soldier,  loyal,  tried  and  brave, 
That  we  have  naught  to  give  thee  but  a  grave. 

Woe  that  the  wreath  that  should  have  decked  thy  brow, 
Can  but  be  laid  upon  thy  coffin  now. 

Woe  that  thou  canst  not  hear  us  when  we  say 
"Hail  to  thee,  brother,  welcome  home  to-day!  " 

Oh  God,  we  lift  our  waiting  eyes  to  Thoe 

And  sadly  cry,  how  long  must  those  things  be? 

How  long  must  noble  blood  be  poured  like  rain — 
Flooding  our  land  from  mountain  unto  main? 

How  long  from  desolated  hearths  must  rise 
The  smoke  of  life's  most  costly  sacrifice? 

Onr  brothers  languish  upon  beds  of  pain, — 
Father,  oh  Father  have  they  bled  in  vain  ? 

Is  it  for  nought  that  they  have  drunken  up 
The  very  dregs  of  this  most  bitter  cup  ? 

How  long?  hoio  long  *  Oh  God.  our  cause  is  just, 
And  in  Thee  only  do  we  put  our  trust. 

As  Thou  did  st  guide  the  Israelites  of  old 
Through  the  Red  Sea,  and  through  tho  desert  wold, 

Lead  Thou  onr  leaders,  and  our  land  shall  be 
Forever  more  the  land  where  all  are  free ! 

Hail  and  farewell  we  whisper  in  one  breath, 
As  thus  we  meet  thee,  hand  in  hand  with  death. 

God  give  thy  ashes  undisturbed  repose 

Where  drum  beat  wakens  neither  friend  nor  foes. 

God  take  thy  spirit  to  eternal  rest 

And,  for  Christ's  sake,  euroll  thou  with  tho  blest  1  , 
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Come  in  ;  yon  are  welcome,  neighbor;  all  day  I've 
been  alone, 

And  lies.nl  the  wailing,  wintry  wind  sweep  by  with  bit- 
ter moan  ; 

And  to  night  beside  my  lonely  fire,  I  mutely  wondei* 
wby 

I  who  once  wept  as  others  weep,  sit  here  with  tearless 
eye. 

To-day  this  letter  came  to  me.  At  first  I  could  not 
brook 

Upon  the  unfamiliar  lines  by  strangers  penned,  to 
look  ; 

The  dread  of  evil  tidings  shook  my  soul  with  wild 
alarm — 

But  Harry's  iu  the  hospital,  and  has  only  lost  an  arm. 

He  is  the  last — the  last  of  six  brave  boys  as  e'er  were 
seen  ! 

How  short  to  memory's  vision,  seem  the  years  that  lie 
between 

This  hour'and  those  most  blessed  one3,  when  round 

this  hearth's  bright  bla£«>. 
They  charmed  their  mother's  heart  and  eye  with  all 

their  pretty  ways  ! 

My  William  was  the  eldest  son,  and  he  was  first  to 

go. 

It  did  not  at  all  surprise  me,  I  knew  it  would  be  so, 
From  that  fearful  April  Sunday  when  the  Lews  from 
Sumter  came, 

And  his  lips  grew  white  as  ashes,  while  his  eyes  were 
all  aflame. 

He  sprang  to  join  the  three  months  men.  I  could  not 
say  him  nay, 

Though  my  heart  stood  still  within  me  when  I  8aw 

him  march  away  ; 
At  the  corner  of  the  street  hu  smiled,  and  waved  the 
flag  he  bore, — 
•ever  saw  him  smile  again — he  was  slain  at  Balti- 
^re. 

XUaj  -  ;s  body  back  to  me,  and  as  we  stood  around 
His  e"  ■  .  'e  his  father's,  in  yonder  burial  ground, 
John  lu  d  upou  my  arm   and  whispered, 

'Mothe  . 

I  have  Willy's  mine  to  do.    I  cannot  loiter 

here.' 

I  turned  and  looked  at  Paul,  for  he  and  John  were 

twins,  you  know, 
Born  on  a  happy  Christmas,  four  and  twenty  years 

ago  ; 

I  looked  upon  them  both,  while  my  tears  fell  down  like 
rain, 

For  I  knew  what  one  had  spoken,  had  been  spoken  by 
the  twain. 

In  a  month  or  more  they  left  me — the  merry,  hand- 
some boys 

Who  had  kept  the  old  house  ringing  with  their  laugh- 
ter, fun  and  noise. 

Then  Jumes  came  home  to  mind  the  farm  ;  my  young- 
er sons  were  Still 

Mere  children,  at  their  lessons  in  the  school  house  on 
the  hill. 

0  days  of  weary  waiting!  0  days  of  doubt  and  dread! 

1  feared  to  read  the  papers,  or  to  see  the  lists  of  dead ; 


But  when  full  many  a  battle  storm  had  left  them  both 
unharmed, 

I  taught  my  foolish  heart  to  think  the  double  lives 
were  charmed. 

Their  Colonel  since  has  told  me  that  no  braver  boys 
than  they 

Ever  rallied  round  the  colors,  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fray  ; 

Upon  the  wall  behind  you  their  swords  are  hanging 
still— 

For  John  was  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  Paul  at  Malvern 
Hill. 

Then  came  the  dark  days,  darker  than  auy  known  be- 
fore 

There  was  another   call   for   men — "  three  hundred 
thousand  more ;  " 
I  I  saw  the  cloud  on  Jamie's  brow  grow  deeper  day  by  day, 
1  shrank  before  the  impeudiug  mow,  and  scarce  had 
strength  to  pray. 

And  yet  at  last  I  bade  him  go,  while  on  my  cheek  and 
b  ro  w 

His  loving  tears  and  kisses  fell  ;  I  feel  them  even  now, 
Though  the  eyes  that  shed  the  tears,  and  the  lips  so 

warm  on  mine, 
Are  hidden  under  southern  sands,  beneath  a  blasted 
pine ! 

He  did  not  die  mid  battle-smoke,  but  for  a  weary 

year 

He  languished  in  close  prison  walls,  a  prey  to  hope 
and  tear  ; 

I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  think  of  the  fruitless  pangs 

he  bore ; 

My  brain  grows  wild  when  in  my  dreams  I  count  his 
sufferings  o'er. 

Ouly  two  left!  I  thought  the  worst  was  surely  over 

then  ; 

But  lo!  at  once  my  school-boy  sons  sprang  -p  before 

me — men  1 

They  heard  their  brothers'  martyr  blood  call  from  the 

hallowed  ground  ; 
A  loud,  imperious    summons    that  all  other  voices 
drowned. 

I  did  not  say  a  single  word.    My  very  heart  seemod 
dead. 

What  could  I  do  but  take  the  cup,  and  bow  my  weary 

head 

To  drink  the  bitter  draught  again  ?  I  dared  not  hold 

them  bark; 

I  would  as  soon  have  tried  to  check  the  whirlwind  on 
its  track. 

You  know  th-i  rest.    At  Cedar  Creek  my  Frederick 
bravely  fell ; 

They  say  his  young  arm  did  its  work  right  nobly,  and 
right  well ; 

His  comra  les  breathe  the  hero's  name  with  mingled 

love  and  pride  ; 
I  miss  the  gentle,  blue-eyed  boy,  who  frolicked  at  my 
side. 

For  me,  I  ne'er  shall  weep  again.    I  think  my  heart  is 
dead. 

I,  who  could  weep  for  lighter  griefs,  have  now  no  tears 
to  shed. 

But  read  this  letter,  neighbor.   There  is  nothing  to 
alarm, 

For  Harry's  in  the  hospital,  and  has  only  lost  an  arm  I 
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JAMES  DAVIE  BUTLER 

Was  born  iu  Rutland,  Vt.,  March  15,  1315.  His 
father,  who  had  come  to  Rutland,  "  prospect- 
ing." iu  1737,  and  fixed  his  residence  there  the 
same  year,  was  born  in  Boston,  where  his  fam- 
ily had  continued  to  reside,  at  least  from  1G37, 
— that  is  downward  7  years  after  the  founding 
of  the  city.  TI is  mother  was  Rachel,  daughter 
of  Tsrael  Harris,  who  had  been  with  Allen  at 
the  surprise  of  Ticonderoga,  and  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Berkshiro  minute-men  at  the 
battle  of  Bennington. 

When  about  10  years  old  the  boy  James  was 
member  of  a  military  school,  then  just  opened 
in  Rutland,  by  one  of  Capt.  Partridge's  cadets; 
but,  bemg  very  small  and  thin,  he  was  consid- 
ered consumptive,  and  in  accordance  with  med- 
ical notions  then  in  vogue,  was  often  bled,  but 
excused  from  all  hard  study  and  work.  In 
1829  he  spent  8  months  in  Boston,  as  the  low- 
est boy  in  a  hardware  store.  Afterward,  having 
decided  on  a  life  of  study,  rather  than  of  busi- 
ness, ho  returned  home,  and  commenced  Latin 
there  in  a  private  school,  taught  by  the  Baptist 
minister,  Rev.  Hadley  Proctor.  The  next  year 
he  was  sent  to  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  at 
Wilbraham,  Mass.  Tie  entered  Middlebury 
College,  as  freshman,  in  1832,  and  was  gradu- 
ated there  in  183d 

Among  his  classmates  were  William  Slade, 
since  consul  at  Nice,  W.  D.  Griswold,  President 
of  various  western  railroads,  and  L.  S.  Lovell, 
now  circuit  judge  in  Michigan*  At  graduation, 
he  delivered  the  Latin  salutatory,  and  an  ora- 
tion on  ''Homer — Poetical  merit  of  the  Iliad,"  j 
which  was  published  the  next  February  in  the  I 
American  Quarterly  Register,  at  Boston. 

After  a  year  of  miscellaneous  studies  as  a  I 
resident  of  Yale,  Mr.  Butler  was  elected  a  Tu- 
tor  at  Middlebury,  and  served  there  in  that  ca- 
pacity five  terms.  He  then  repaired  to  Andover, 
passed  through  the  Theological  Seminary  and 
was  graduated  in  IS  10.    At  the  time  of  taking 
his  degree  he  spoke  on  "  Chrysostom — as  a 
preacher,"  and  the  day  before,  as  society  orator, 
bad  discoursed  on  that  '•  golden  mouthed  father,"  j 
as  a  scholar  and  man.  Those  productions  with  I 
some  modifications,  were  combined  in  an  arti- 
cle which  appeared  in  the  Blhliotheca  Sacra,  \ 
Nov.  18  14.   Before  the  close  of  the  Andoverian  | 
curriculum  Mr.  B.  was  invited  to  become  il  Ab-  ! 
bott  Resident"  there,  that  is  to  reside  nt  the 
seminary  for  some  years,  pursuing  such  studies  j 
as  he  pleased,  boarding  and  ail  incidental  charg- 
es being  paid  from  an  endowment  given  by  a 
Mr.  Abbott    Accepting  this  invitation,  he  re- 


mained in  Andover  till  June  1842,  when  with 
Prof.  E.  Aj  Park,  he  embarked  at  New  York 
for  Hamburg.  The  passage,  on  a  Germ:  n 
sail-packet,  was  long,  but  not  tedious  to  Mr.  B., 
since  it  gave  him  47  days  among  Germans,  and 
as  it  were  in  Germany,  before  he  set  foot  on 
its  soil  The  array  of  good  words  planted  in 
memory,  during  the  voyage,  never  deserted  the 
traveler. 

He  saw  Hamburg  smoking  iu  the  ruins  of  its 
great  fire.  Railroads  were  then  few  and  far  be- 
tween; so  Mr.  B.  made  leisurely  surveys  of  coun- 
try as  well  as  city;  lingered  in  Hanover,  Bruns- 
wick, Cassel,  Marburg,  on  the  Brocken,  in  the 
nunes  of  Goslar,  and  spent  a  fortnight  on  a  pedes- 
trian tour  from  Mayence  to  Cologne.  Ascending 
the  Rhine  by  steamer,  be  had  a  week  at  Heidel- 
berg, and  was  then  for  some  months  a  student 
in  Jena,  visiting,  meantime,  Halle.  Leipzic,  Ber- 
lin and  Dresden.  Early  in  February,  1843,  he 
was  in  Venice,  having  on  his  way  explored 
Prague  and  Vienna  He  reached  Rome  before 
the  Carnival  opened,  and,  giving  Lent  to  Na- 
ples and  its  neighborhood,  was  in  Rome  again 
during  Holy  Week,  aud  a  month  afterward. 
Then,  rambling  about  northern  Italy  till  July, 
and  in  Switzerland  through  that  month,  ho 
pushed  on  to  Paris,  London,  Edinburgh,  and 
Dublin,  sojourning  so  long  in  those  cities,  or 
making  so  many  excursions  from  them,  that  he 
did  not  arrive  in  America  until  December. 

After  temporarily  supplying  various  pulpits, 
among  others  that  of  the  Congregationalists  in 
Burlington  for  six  months,  Mr.  B.  became  Pro- 
fessor of  ancient  languages,  in  Norwich  Uni- 
versity, in  1845.  After  two  years  educational 
service  he  settled  as  pastor  of  the  Congregation- 
al church  in  Wells  River.  In  1851  he  accepted 
a  call  to  the  same  office  in  Danvers  (now  Pea- 
body),  Mass.,  and  also,  in  1852,  in  Cincinnati. 
Ohio.  From  January,  1855,  to  the  close  of  the 
college  year  for  1858,  he  was  Professor  of 
Greek  at  Wabash  Colhgo,  in  Crawfordsville.  In- 
diana. For  nine  years  following  he  was  Pro- 
fessor of  both  Greek  and  Latin  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison,  the  State  capital, 
In  July,  1867,  Prof.  B.  went  abroad  again, 
landing  in  Liverpool  on  the  25th  anniversary  of 
his  first  European  landing.  He  visited  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, Moscow,  Constantinople,  Damascus, 
Jerusalem,  and  almost  all  moro  western  Capi  - 
tals, — went  up  the  Nile  to  tho  first  cataract, — 
speut  five  weeks  iu  the  Parisian  world's  fair, 
and  was  home  again  at  tho  end  of  fifteen 
months. 

The  next  summer  (18G9),  just  after  tho  open- 
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■Tig  of  the  transcontinental  railroads,  lie  jour- 
ueyed  to  the  Pacific  slope,  calling  at  Omaha, 
Ft.  Saunders  Ft.  Fred.  Steele,  Ft.  Bridger,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Lake  Tahoe,  the  Yosemite,  New  Al- 
maden,  San  Francisco,  &c.  Proceeding  in  a 
sailing  ship  to  Honolulu,  and  exploring  Oahu. 


has  been  most  popular,  having  been  called  for 
as  many  as  seventy  times.  In  this  discourse 
the  professor  preaches  nothing  but  what  he  has 
practiced  for  forty  years.  His  own ''Common 
place  Book"  begun  so  long  ago,  aud  44  hiving 
wisdom  with  each  studious  year,"  is  now  thick- 


he  made  the  inter-insular  voyage  to  Hilo,  iu  a  |  er  than  Webster  Unabridged, — yet  more  of  its 
schooner,  and  so  a-cended  Kilauea,  and  de- 
scended into  its  crater.    His  return  passage  to 
California  was  by  steamer. 

Iu  more  recent  years  Prof  B.,  having  a  nom- 
inal residence  in  Madison,  has  made  many  jour- 
neys. Among  others  one  to  Manitoba.  But 
his  time  has  been  mainly  devoted  to  writing, 
as  well  as  to  favorite  studies,  and  occasional 
preaching.  While  traveling  he  has  been  cor- 
respondent for  many  papers :  as  the  New  York 
Observer.  Chicago  Journal.  Boston  Watchman 
&  Reflector,  Cincinnati  Herald  &  Presbyter, 
as  well  as  various  others  in  Wisconsin. 

Among  his  publications,  besides  a  variety  of 
fugitive  poems,  are  *' Nebraska — its  character- 
istics and  prospects — 1873."  "Incentives  to 
mental  culture  among  teachers,  1S5;>;"  an  ad- 
dress before  the  American  Institute,  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  two  annual  addresses  before  the 
Vermont -Historical  Society,  in  1846  and  1849. 
A  sermon  delivered  at  Norwich,  Vt.,  Feb.  22d, 
1848  at  the  funeral  of  Col.  T.  B.  Ransom,  frilled 
at  Chepul  tepee;  farewell  discourse  at  Dan  vers, 
Mass.,  1852  ;  Centenr.ary  oration  at  Rutland, 
1870;  Essay  on  the  "  Naming  of  America," read 
before  the  Wisconsin  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts 
and  Letters,  lSTo;  "  A  Defense  of  Classical 
Studies,"  an  address  before  the  National  Teach- 
ers' Association,  Detroit,  1874;  "Scenes  in  the 
Life  of  Christ,"  Chicago,  1SGG;  "  Catalogue  of 
Coins  and  medals,"  Madison.  1874,  &c.  During 
two  summers,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Prof,  B.  wrote 
much  the  larger  part  of  the  letter-press  in 
Akmsmear,  a  splendid  memorial  volume,  of  399 
pages,  printed  for  private  circulation,  but  not 
published,  concerning  Col.  Samuel  Colt,  inveut- 
or  of  the  revolver,  and  his  enterprises. 

Professor  B.  has  addressed  literary  societies, 
in  his  Alma  Mater,  and  many  other  colleges. 
Immediately  after  his  first  European  travels  he 
wrote  lectures  regarding  "  Naples  and  its  Neigh- 
borhood," "St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  its  Architect- 
ure and  Ceremonies,''  "Roman  Ruins,"  -'Ram- 
bles in  Pompeii,"  What  I  saw  in  tha  Alps," 
and  "German  Life."  lie  has  delivered  about 
five  hundred  lectures — rather  more  of  them 
West  than  East. 

Among  his  educational  lectures,  the  one  styl- 
ed "  Common  place  Books,  not  common  place," 


pages  are  crowded  than  blank. 

Prof.  Butler  was  married  in  1845  to  Anna, 
daughter  of  Joshua  Bates,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Middlebury  College.  His  children  are  four,  tha 
two  older  ones,  sons, 

THE  BLOOD  DROPS  OF  CHRIST. 
Lines  jxnciled  on  horseback  in  a  Syrian  tour. 

BY  JAMES  D.  BUTLER. 

When  landing  first  on  Sharon's  plain, 

In  walks  by  Jordan's  stream, 
On  Jezreel'a  fit-Ids  of  waving  grain, 

Where  Heruion'9  glaciers  gleam, 

Above  the  crest  of  Olivet, 

And  treading,  many  an  hour, 
The  Holy  Land,  I  ott  have  met 

And  plucked  a  hlood-red  flower. 

"Blood  drops  of  Christ,"  the  peasants  oil 

The*  multitudinous  gem, 
"Which  reddens  thus  the  meadows  all, 

From  Dan  to  Bethlehem. 

The  stream  that  gushed  from  Jesus'  breaf-1% 

Iu  gulden  legend  sung, 
Lay  net  in  dust,  knew  not  of  rest, 

But  straightway  upward  sprung. 

It  rose  this  flower  which,  east  and  we3t, 

Neath  Palestinian  skies, 
Blooms  earliest,  latest,  brightest,  best, 

And  wintry  storm  defies. 

Gray  ruin  o'er  Jndea  lowers, 

Jerusalem  lies  waste, 
Her  purest  shrines,  her  strongest  towers, 

By  war  and  time  defaced. 

Outlasting  Herod's  walls  of  stone, 

This  blossom  we  behold, 
More  gorgeously  than  Solomon, 

Its  purple  robes  unfold. 

Its  chalice  pours  in  crimson  flood, 

On  each  ensanguined  sod, 
The  cup  of  sacramental  blood 

Shed  by  the  Lamb  of  God. 

God,  broadly  on  the  common  track 

This  floral  an^el  sent, 
That  Palestine  might  nowhere  lack 

The  Saviour's  monument. 

But  setting  Balbec  and  Beyrout 

No  blood  drop  met  my  sight, 
As  if  to  grow  the  emblem  shoot 

Were  only  Judith's  ri^ht. 

Nor  marvel  I,  the  herb  of  grace 

Confines  its  influence  sweet, 
To  region*  where,  in  dolorous  rac«, 

Christ  walked  with  Meediug  feet. 
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Yet,  far  rem  -te  from  Palestine, 

The  mystic  floweret  roams, 
For  myriad  pilgrima  now  combine 

To  shrine  in  it  their  homes. 

And  further  thin  this  ruby  flower 

Pilgrims  beyond  the  sea, 
The  bloo'l  of  Christ  shall  prove  its  power 

To  make  men  truly  free. 

The  Moslem  crescent  pales  and  dies, 

Hopeless  the  wizards  weep; 
But  Che  sole  Mood  that  purines 

On  wings  of  fire  shall  swe«jp, 

Through  climes  from  which  no  pilgrim  foet 

Have  Bought  the  sacrod  shore, 
When  the  last  flowers  their  course  complete, 

ADd  earth  shall  be  no  more. 

When  the  Christ  child  to  Egypt  went, 

Eluding  Ilerod's  wrath, 
And  palms,  with  fruit  and  foliage,  bent 

Their  boughs  along  his  path. 

The  Holy  babe  bade  heavenward  bear 

A  branchlet  from  those  trees, 
And  straight  an  angel  soared  in  air 

To  do  his  Lord's  decrees. 

That  palm-spray,  planted  in  the  skies, 

There  grows  and  blossoms  still, 
But,  when  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 

To  staud  on  Zion"s  hill, 

From  its  wide  grove  it  tli*»n  shall  yield 

The  branches  to  be  waved, 
In  homage  on  the  crystal  field, 

By  nations  of  the  saved. 

Beneath  those  palms,  let  us  believe, 
Blood-drops  of  Christ  now  bloom, 

And  there  angelic  care  receive, 
Till  saints  6hall  burst  the  comb. 

rtne  shadows  forth  his  triumph,  one 

His  agony  and  war; 
The  palms  are  grand  but,  to  atone, 

Blood-drops  are  mightier  far. 


TO  MY  WIFE, 
On  our  Silver  Wedding. 

BY  JAMES  D.  BUTLER. 

The  lore-light  when  I  first  espied 

Irradiate  thy  girlish  smiles, 
That  very  hour  tore  us  apart, 

To  bear  thee  off" unnumbered  miles. 

No  keepsake  had  I  then  at  hand, 
To  beg  thee  as  love's  pledge  receive, 

Only  a  knife,— but  that  I  gave, 
Memento  of  our  trysting-eve. 

A  knife's  an  emblem  all  too  true 

Of  destinies  which  cut  so  trist 
Our  troth-plight  rapturous  but  brief, 

And  still  to  sever  us  persist. 

A  generation  now  has  gone 

Since  love  thus  sealed  our  two  hearts  one, 
Tot  hope  deferred  long  vexed  our  soula, 

Before  the  wedding's  golden  sun. 


Light  purses  then  made  heavy  hearts; 

Strength'ning  a  mirch-loved  sister's  hands, 
Thou  voyaged  far  on  Southern  seas, 

And  patient  toiled  in  feverous  lands. 

While  I,  an  awkward,  unlicked  cub, 

In  market  lingered  out  of  favor, 
Till  pilgrimage  beyond  the  sea 

Had  tiuged  my  lore  with  classic  flavor. 

But  while  sea-severed  years  on  years, 

Our  union  was  of  truer  proof 
Than  myriad  couples  ever  know 

While  dwelliug  always  'neath  one  roof. 

Our  wooing  life  and  wedded  life, 

Have  both  too  much  alike  been  spent; 

In  both  harsh  fates  thrust  us  apart, 
Three  thousand  leagues  asunder  sent. 

Our  lives  repeat  John  Oilpin's  race, 

Oilpiu  and  spouse  divided  ever, 
Who  neared  and  then  struck  out  again, 

As  planets  only  meet  to  sever. 

Our  separations  sooth  have  been 

Like  fearful  death  by  keen-edged  knife, 

But  then  our  nieetiugs  all  the  more, 
Wake  us  new-born  to  joyous  lile. 

One  day  when  home  from  Nile  I  came, 

Moscow,  or  lone  Pacific  Isl^s, 
Thrilled  us  with  more  of  ecstasy 

Than  hoinelmgs  taste  through  years  of  smiles. 

From  thee  and  from  our  babes  I've  roved, 
Half  round  the  mighty  world  aud  more, 

In  Arctic  frost  and  tropic  suns, 
Have  sought  to  swell  our  needful  store. 

The  plague,  and  sea-storm,  bandits  fierce, 

Arab,  Italian,— Indian,  Oreek,— 
The  avalanche,— fire. — vigil,— flood, — 

Have  chased  the  smoothness  from  my  cheek. 

And  thou,  meantime,  hast  traveled  too 
Within  the  walls  of  household  care; 

Our  Paradise  well  hast  thou  kept, 
Traiuing  the  darlings  treasured  there. 

Yes,  thou  hast  traveled  too  with  me, 

As  Beatrice  by  Dante's  side, 
Through  labyrinths  of  sorrow  went, 

His  angel-guardian,  and  guide. 

Yisionsof  thee  have  cheered  me  on 
Through  wildernesses  faint  and  weary, 

When  tempted  at  a  thousand  turns, 
Homeless  where  all  the  world  was  dreary. 

Thou 'at  given  me  clues  that  led  me  safe 

In  dolorous  depths  of  purgatory, 
And  nerved  my  soul  the  steep  to  climb, 

Excelsior  to  gates  of  glory. 

Though  courtship's  gallantries  depart 

An  I  youthful  buoyancy  be  past, 
Those  fleeting  flowers  why  do  we  mourn, 

Feasting  ou  fruits  that  always  last? 

They've  vanished,  but  as  Faith  sliitll  cease 

Transfigured  in  eternal  light, 
And  as  the  stars  of  Hope  must  pale 

In  radiance  of  celestial  sigUt. 
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Soino  tell  us  that  m  scores  uf  years 
No  words  of  crossness  pass  between  them  ; 

But,  speaking  thus,  tliey  vainly  think. 
Envy  to  move  iu  us  who've  seen  them. 

A  naniby-pamby  style  of  life 

At  best  is  all  their  lukewarm  boast; 

As  if  Dead  Seas  were  better  boons, 
Than  ocean  if  in  surges  tossed. 

In  heat  of  day,  and  heat  of  heart,' 
Sometimes  to  quarrel  we  have  tried ; 

But  evening  sun  has  ne'er  gone  down 
Before  our  lamb-like  wrath  had  died. 

If  not  yet  mine,  I'd  woo  thee  now, 

Thine  ark  I'd  seek  like  Noah's  dove, 
And  fettered  love  twixt  thee  and  me, 
Transcendent  free-love  still  should  prove. 
April  21,  1870. 


I. 

MDo  you  know,  my  poor  Pat,  when  you  enter  a  bar, 
That  your  guardian  saint  stands  and  weeps  by  the 
door? " 

Asked  a  Temperance  Priest  when  crusading  afar. 
"That,"  replied  the  young  Paddy,  "I  knew  long  be- 
fore, 

And  I'll  tell  you  the  reason  that  moves  him  to  cry, 
He's  no  sixpence  a  glassful  of  grog  for  to  buy ! " 
IL 

"The  boy  in  me  will  never  outl  " 

Says  Ben,  who  threescore  years  has  seen. 

"  Your  word,"  say  I,  "  no  man  can  doubt, 
At  least,  if  you  the  '  Old  Boy'  mean." 

in. 

Have  you  been,  boy,  to  church?    Yes,  I  have,  sir,  of 
course. 

About  what  was  the  sermon  of  Reverend  Strong? 
I  forget,  but  most  said  that  the  learued  discourse 
Seemed  to  them  About  half  of  an  hour  too  long. 
IV. 

When  the  Teuton's  best  Kaiser  was  asked, 

"  Shall  the  doctor  or  lawyer  precede  ?  " 
M  Let  the  doctor  by  all  means  go  la;t ! " 

The  great  emperor  straightway  decreed. 
Then  the  lawyers,  elated  with  joy, 

Begged  the  monarch  his  reasons  to  tell 
For  the  words  which  physicians  annoy, 

And  which  pleased  all  their  rivals  so  well. 
Bat  the  autocrat's  reason  was  such 

As  proved  bitter  for  either  to  swallow. 
He  said,  "  Thieves,  by  the  laws  of  the  Dutch, 

Must  go  first,  and  the  headsmen  must  follow  !\ 
Y. 

Joe,  Saturday  had  gambled  late. 
But  Sunday  came  to  church  in  state, 
That  thus  a  fair  show  he  might  make; 
But  lucklessly  he  lost  this  stake. 
Cards  with  bis  kerchief  came  to  view 
From  pocket  dropped  outside  his  pew, 
And  falling  up  and  down  the  aisle, 
Provoked  to  many  a  6  >k-nin  smile. 
Joe  wished  himself  among  the  dead, 
When  people  stared,  and  preaclior  said, 
In  hopes  to  staunch  the-  wretch's  wound, 
"Thy  bible,  friend,  is  badly  bound.'* 


VI. 

"All  others,"  says  Pat  "  iu  the  sun  may  delight, 
But  for  the  fair  moon  my  applause  shall  be  steady ; 

She  shines  in  the  night  when  we  need  beams  of  light, 
He  only  by  day  when  there's  too  much  already." 


THE  LAST  * 
(Afore  truUt  than  parody.) 

BY  A.  B.  FOOTS. 

Tis  the  last  buckwheat  cake — I  regret  it  is  so — 
All  its  lovely  companions  are — gone  down  below; 
No  ''batter"  remaining,  alas,  aud  what's  more, 
We've  no  more  of  the_//>"'"  of  its  kindred  in  store. 

I'll  not  leave  thee,  thou  lone  one,  cooped  under  yoa 
cover, 

Thou'rt  nicely  done  broum,  thou  wilt  soon  be  done 

over ; 

For  what  would  one  slap  jack  be  good  for,  I'd  know, 
All  odd  as  the  winter,  the  world,  or  the  snow? 

0,  what  will  become,  if  the  times  be  so  hard, 
Of  the  children  and  wife  of  a  newspaper  bard  ? 
What  weapon,  I  won  ler,  hath  fortune  in  store 
With  which  we  may  battle  the  wolf  from  the  door  ? 

There's  a  good  time  a  coining,  the  wiseacres  say  ; 
Tiiey  bid  us  be  patient,  wait,  labor  and  pray  ; 
I  would  own  they  are  right,  just  to  make  out  my 
song, 

But  if  good  times  is  coming,  "  why  not  come  along  f 

For  it's  hard  when  "a  felly's''  cooped  up  in  a  shop, 
To  labor  with  shoe  knife  and  hammer  and  strop. 
And  gets  for  the  week,  to  meet  household  expense, 
But  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  I 

Yet  let  OS  be  thankful :  I  hope  that  the  fates 
At  least  will  vouchsafe  us  corn  meal  and  potates; 
Still  if  not,  we'll  suppress  all  unchristian-like  notions, 
Sit  down  to  our  plates  and  "go  through  with  the 

motions." 
Rutland,  Jan.  1S55. 


OUR  STEPHEN,  4c. 

BY  A.  B.  F00TE.* 

The  morning  was  dull  and  betokened  a  day 
Unsuited  to  curing  and  cartiug  of  hay  ; 
So  Stephen  bethought  him  to  take  a  trip  down, 
And  bring  this  thing  and  that  and  the  other  from, 
town  ; 

So  he  harnessed  the  horse  and  proceeded  to  go  forth, 
With  a  pail  of  pale  butter,  eggs,  berries,  &c. 

Now  it  happened  that  Stephen  (4c.)  came  down 
On  the  day  that  the  "show"'  was  to  enter  the  town  ; 
And  into  the  village  he  chanced  to  come  forth 
As  the  caravan  came  into  town  from  the  north — 
(A  wondrous  collection  they  purposed  to  show  forth, 
Elks,  Elephaut,  Monkeys,  Bears,  Tigers,  Ac.) 

*Not  a  native  of  the  town  or  State,  but  resided  in 
Rutland  many  years,  and  was  for  the  time  their  favor 
ite  bard.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  on  selections  in 
our  "Poets  and  Poetry  of  Vermont,"  (1858)  and  his 
group  has  been  called  the  wittie>t  and  prettiest  in  the 
book.  He  was  the  literary  editor  of  the  Rutland  Her. 
aid  at  this  period,  lie  now  resides  in  Wa-shm^uu, 
D.  C,  has  a  wife  and  two  daughters. — En. 
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Anil  Stephen  anived  opportunely.  I  ween, 

For  Stephen  hnd  never  aa  elephant  seen  ; 

B.>  he  with  "ohl  sorrel"  fetched  up  by  the  fence, 

To  see  without  paying  the  twciity-five  cents; 

And  soon  came  the  cre.iture,  uueouthly  and  slow,  forth, 

With  tusks,  aud  with  trunk,  blankets,  ribbons,  Ac. 

But  scared  at  the  sicjht,  or  the  scent,  or  the  sound, 
*  Old  Sorrel  M  turned  quickly  and  shortly  around, 
and  turning  so  quk  k.lv  and  shortly  about, 
The  ira.'on  turned  over  and  Stephen  turned  out; 
And  into  the  gutter  the  berries  did  flow  forth, 
Together  with  Stephen,  eg'^s,  butter,  Ac. 

Jnoth  Stephen  aloud,  as  he  arose  on  his  legs : 
4  A  fig  tor  the  berru-s,  Ac,  and  eggs. 
4  But  henceforth  I  never  cm  say  it — of  course — 
•That   I've   not  'seen  the  elephaut' — nor  can  the 
horse!" 

And  back  to  the  homestead  "  Old  Sorrel  "  did  r  j  on, 
Leaving  wagon,  and  Stephen,  Ac,  and  so  on. 

DR.   JAMES  PORTER. 
FROM  AN  OBIT  CART  BT  GEN.  F.  W.  HOPKINS. 

Dr.  Porter  was  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
rane.  His  father,  one  of  four  brother*,  who 
tfere  all  physician?,  died  when  in  the  service, 
is  surgeon  in  the  British  army,  during  the 
tfar  of  the  Revolution.  James  was  then 
ibout  14  months  old.  His  mother  soon  re- 
noved,  with  her  two  sons,  to  Halifax,  N.  S., 
jp-here  she  again  married  and  died,  leaving 
aim  an  orphan  at  4.  years  of  age.  His  step- 
tather  immediately  placed  him  under  the 
guardianship  of  a  sea  captain,  from  which 
time  we  have  nothing  above  the  inference, 
tliat,  to  the  blunt  and  straight-forward  man- 
ner of  a  man  of  that  class,  he  was  indebted  to 
;hat  self-reliance,  practical  good  sense  and  in 
iegrity,  which  have  characterized  him  to  the 
;lose  of  his  life.  For  a  period,  we  know  not 
now  long,  he  was  sent  to  live  with  his  ma- 
;e:nal  uncle,  at  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  and 
;hence  to  this  place  [Rutland  ]  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  Here,  for  a  time,  he  remained  in 
the  family  and  under  the  care  of  his  uncle, 
Dr.  Ezekiel  Porter,  whose  sturdy  character, 
ooble  nature  and  professional  skill,  are  emin- 
sntly  known  to  all  who  have  heard,  of  his 
uame.* 

When  about  17,  with  a  companion  or  two, 
with  his  uncle's  consent,  he  went  to  sea  as  a 
iteward  or  supercargo,  to  the  West  India 
elands.  The  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French 
privateer.  The  privation^  and  hardships,  ad- 
Jed  to  their  fears  of  a  French  prison,  pro- 
duced an  agony  of  mind  equalled  only  by 
their  courage.     They  were  however,  deliv- 

*  A  biography  of  Dr.  Ezekiel  Porter  ha*  been  prom- 
ised to  this  woik,  but  has  not  yet  coma  to  the  editor. 


ered  by  a  British  vessel,  and  sent  to  ^Tor- 
folk.  James  soon  arrived  at  New  York,  re- 
duced to  but  one  penny  in  his  pocket.  He 
returned  again  to  Rutland  and  co:an:r^.>i 
the  study  of  medicine  with  nis  un^j;  a-,  i 
continued  it  until  Ire  was  licensed  as  a  phvsi- 
cian,  by  the  Board  oi  Examiners  of  the  Med- 
ical Society, — there  being  then  no  medical 
college  in  the  State.  In  1312  the  County 
Medical  Society  was  incorporated,  of  which, 
at  the  decease  of  Dr.  Porter,  himself  ani  Dr. 
Dana,  of  Brandon,  were  the  only  corporate 
members.  The  few  first  years  of  hi;  profes- 
sional  life  he  practiced  with  and  nnier  his 
uncle,  who  was,  for  a  long  time,  the  princi- 
pal surgeon  in  this  part  of  the  State.  After- 
wards, when  more  advanced  in  h:5  practice, 
and  when  the  epidemic  of  1512  and  1813  had 
spread  over  the  country,  the  call  of  Dr.  C.  sa~e- 
land  to  Plattsburg.  as  surgeon  in  the  rai- 
ment, left  Dr.  Porter  alone,  to  contend  with 
the  fatal  disease  which  was  sweeTxt^  awiv 
its  hundreds  to  a  sudden  grave;  he  i:;o".arg- 
ed  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  an- 
gular ability,  fearlessness,  endurance  an  t  d- 
delity,  (such  the  extent  of  country  ani  scarci- 
ty of  physicians,)  in  days  and  nights  of  ab- 
sence from  home.  His  skill  increase  I  pari 
passu  with  his  experience  and  practice,  so 
that,  as  remarked  by  one  of  his  professional 
cotemporaries  :  "  Many  regarded  the  voir.g 
doctor  as  the  more  safe  and  skillful  ooera*>r, 
and  considered  nim  mucn  tne  more  scient  nc 
and  thorough  in  his  readings."  His  surgical 
operations  were  so  successful,  that  proiessora 
of  medical  institutions  consulted  mm  unon  .115 
method  and  practice.  But  one  only  cf  nta 
many  operations  of  trepanning  the  skull, 
failed  of  success.  Within  a  few  years  an  o.i 
man,  from  a  distance,  called  on  Dr.  Porter, 
and  asked  if  he  had  forgotten  him  ani  hii 
case,  showing  him  his  head,  which  the  doctor 
had  trepanned,  but  had  forgotten  the  fact 
the  time  which  had  elapsed.  "  I  am  now  go- 
ing," said  lie,"  to  the  far  west,  to  have  tnese 
hills  and  these  valleys  forever,  but  I  could 
not  leave  without  seeing  once  more  tne  face 
of  the  old  doctor  who  had  saved  my  life." — 
In  brief,  he  was  "  cautious  and  discriminating 
in  his  investigations  of  diseases,"  mc  i .  -  t  as  i 
unassuming  in  deportment,  yet  lira  in 
opinions — and  he  was  always  honorao.-;  Eia 
never  detracted  from  others  in  coasequeaca 
of  their  inexperience  or  errors. 

Dr.  Porter  died  in  this  village  about  the 
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tims?  this  was  written,  aged  74  years.  When 
one  ot*  the  profession  to  which  the  deceased 
belongs  uies,  when  one  in  whose  skill  is  our 
hope,  in  wha?e  energy  is  our  trust,  on  whose 
wisdom  and  prudence,  under  heaven,  our  ex- 
istence depends,  is  suddenly  taken  from  us, 
our  natures  refuse  to  be  comforted  by  the  re- 
flection, that  the  good  he  hiis  done  will  live 
after  him.  There  is  not  one  that  so  entwines 
himself  around  our  hearts.  We  can  »p*re  all 
but  him. 

HON.  ROBERT  PIERPOINT. 

Robert  Pierpoint*  died,  at  his  residence, 
Sept.  23d,  18G4,  aged  73  years,  without  a 
personal  enemy,  full  of  years  and  full  of  hon- 
ors ;  went  down  to  the  grave  with  Christian 
faith,  leaving  to  the  community  in  which  he 
had  lived  the  legacy  of  the  influence  and  ex- 
ample.of  one  whose  character  and  opinions 
commanded  implicit  confidence.  In  the  na- 
tural order  of  cause  and  effect,  men  respected 
his  simple,  austere  honesty  and  put  faith  in 
his  opinions,  which,  from  the  rapidity  of  his 
reasoning,  seemed  almost  intuitive. 

Endowed  with  a  subtle,  comprehensive 
mind,  he  rose  by  his  own  industry,  energy  and 
integrity,  no  advantages  of  birth,  wealth 
or  education  having  aided  his  early  struggles, 
in  the  time  which  decides  and  stamps  the 
character  of  a  young  man. 

He  was  born  at  Litchfield,  May  4,  1791. 
His  father,  David  Pierpoint,  had  a  family  of 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Phelps,  sister  to  the 
father  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps,  the  late 
gifted  Senator  from  this  State. 

Robert,  at  7  years  of  age,  came  to  live  with 
his  uncle  Robert  Pierpoint,  at  Manchester, 
Vt.  Here,  for  9  years,  though  much  of  the 
time  sick,  and  almost  a  cripple  from  a  rheum- 
atic affection,  and  occupying  the  position  of  a 
boy  at  a  country  inn,  he  learned  to  study 
character,  and  gained  such  a  knowledge  of 
books  as  occasional  attendance  upon  common 
schools,  and  spare  moments  occupied  in  read- 
ing, could  give  him,  aided  by  an  iron  memo- 
ry. This  was  his  preparatory  and  collegiate 
course,  and  he  illustrated  the  old  maxim,  that 
41  the  b?st.  scholars  are  their  own  tutors." 

At  16,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Gov. 
Richard  Skinner  and  began  the  study  of  the 

•From  an  obituary  article  printed  in  the  Rutland 
Herald  of  Oct.  G,  1SC1. 


profession,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  boy,  and 
the  steady,  persistent  faith  which  discloses  in 
the  future  that  talisman ic  vision — success. 

He  remained  with  Gov.  Skinner  during  the 
remainder  of  his  minority,  and,  to  judge  by 
the  written  volumes  of  notes  and  comments 
upon  the  texts  of  various  authors,  during 
that  time,  or  to  judge  by  his  ready  applica- 
tion of  principles  in  his  professional  practice, 
he  must  have  beeu  an  indefatigable  student. 
He  began  the  study  a  stripling  and  continued 
it  tJll  early  manhood. 

When  just  turned  of  his  majority,  in  Tune. 
1812,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Benning- 
ton county.  The  same  year  he  came  to  Rut- 
land to  reside. 

He  had  Leen  here  but  a  few  months  when 
the  office  of  d<  puty  collector  of  the  direct-tax 
was  conferred  upon  him,  unsolicited  and  un- 
asked. It  was  a  position  which  required  en- 
ergy and  tact.  The  war  had  been  denounced. 
It  was  not  popular  with  New  England.  It 
had  swept  her  .shipping  from  the  seas,  and 
the  direct-tax  was  deemed  an  outrage  upoD 
Americans.  Many  protested  that  they  would 
never  pay  it,  and  some  men  never  did,  but 
their  wives  paid  it  for  them,  to  save  their 
farms  fioin  the  auction  hammer.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  collecting  the  tax.  and  it  made  him 
personally  acquainted  with  the  land  holders 
of  his  district.  It  was  a  good  acquaintance, 
in  a  professional  point  of  view. 

When  he  returned  to  his  practice,  the  peo- 
ple knew  him,  they  liked  him,  and  they  em- 
ployed him.  His  business  soon  became  large. 
To  be  a  good  lawyer  is  an  honor,  but  to  gain 
a  high  position,  to  be  ranked  among  the  first 
at  a  bar  which  at  that  time  and  subsequently 
contained  such  men  as  Phelps,  Bates,  Royce, 
Foot,  Williams,  Ormsb^e,  Mallary,  Kellogg 
Langdon,  and  others  of  that  stamp,  was  no 
mean  success. 

The  limits  of  this  article  do  not  allow  an 
extended  analysis  of  style,  manner  or  pro- 
fessional character,  but  it  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  the  best  to  say,  that,  whoever,  in 
particular  departments  of  the  profession,  may 
have  been  superior,  upon  the  whole  field, 
Robert  Pierpoint  was  second  to  none.  If  an 
adversary  had  a  more  courtly  style  and  easy 
diction,  he  had  a  way  of  saying,  in  effect  if 
not  in  words,  I  am  no  orator  as  Brutus  is  but 
as  you  know  me  all  a  plain,  blunt  man.  I  on- 
ly speak  right  on.  If  an  opponent  had  invec- 
tive he  could  parry  it  with  ridicule.     If  he 
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waa  met  with  an  insinuating  sophistry,  his 
plain  statement  would  lift  it  from  all  entan- 
glements to  dissipate  itself  in  the  clear  light 
of  reason.  If  opposed  by  precedent,  he 
struck  not  at  the  precedent,  but  clear  back  of 
that,  to  the  reasoning  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  For  the  greater  portion  of  his  life, 
he  held  some  position  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  represented  the  town  of  Rutland  in  the 
State  legislature  in  the  year?  IS  19,  1823  and 
1857,  was  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention in  1822  and  '28,  member  of  the  State 
Council  in  1825,  '26,  '27/23,  '29  and  '30,  and 
State  Senator  in  1833,  '37,  '38  and  '39.  Coun- 
ty Clerk  from  June,  1820  to  April,  1839  ; 
Judge  of  Probate  from  Dec.  1S31,  to  Dec.  '32  ; 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
1832  and  38;  Trustee  of  the  University  of 
Vermont  from  1823  to  '33.  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor in  1848  and  '49,  The  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Mid- 
dlebury  College  in  1828  and  by  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont  in  1838.  He  was  a  Judge 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  under  the  old  system, 
from  1S50  to  '56,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  to  revise  the  law3  of  the  State  in 
1838.  ' 

Such  a  record  of  public  services,  through  so 
many  years,  and  of  such  a  varied  character, 
speaks  all  that  need  be  said.  To  fill  such 
positions,  so  many,  and  so  long,  requires  a 
man  of  great  ability,  great  integrity,  and  the 
constant,  unfailing  confidence  of  the  people. 
He  had  all  these  elements. 

In  the  atlairs  of  the  town  and  village,  he 
always  took  an  active  part  and  was  looked 
up  to  as  a  man  who  had  no  selfish  aims  to 
gratify. 

Unostentatious  and  undemonstrative,  he 
nevertheless  was  the  friend  of  the  poor  and 
unfortunate.  Many  a  poor  family  in  this 
village  has  been  relieved  from  want  out  of 
his  purse,  without  ever  knowing  to  whom 
they  were  indebted. 

To  sum  up  his  character  in  few  words,  he 
was  an  able  and  good  man,  and  died,  as  he 
had  lived,  peacefully. 

His  example  may  well  be  imitated  by  the 
living,  and  longer  than  he  lived  among  us, 
the  traditions  of  the  community  will  enshrine 
his  name  as  one  of  its  most  worthy  repre 
sentatives.  In  years  hereafter,  when  anoth- 
er generation  repaira  to  the  quiet  groves  and 
walks  of  Evergreen  Cemetery  where  he  lies, 
none  will  approach  his  grave  without  an  in- 
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stinctive  respect  for  the  memory  of  Robert 
Pierpoint. 

Pierpoint  Family:  *David  Pierpoint,  born 
in  New  Haven,  Conn  ,  July  23,  1761  ;  a  cab- 
inet maker,  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  high 
moral  character,  extensive  reading,  gentle- 
manly manners  and*  great  personal  beauty, 
married  Sarah  Phelps,  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  Oct.  4,  1706.  Judging  from  what  she 
was  in  old  age,  she  must  have  been  a  woman 
of  no  ordinary  character.  They  kept  house  a 
few  years  in  Litchfield  village  and  removed  to 
a  farm  about  3  miles  distant,  their  home  the 
rest  of  their  days,  and  in  possession  of  their 
descendants.  David  died  in  1826,  his  wife  in 
1S52  or  '53.  Their  children  :  David  jr.,  horn 
Dec.  19,  1783,  died  in  Richmond  N.  Y.,  1802; 
Robert  ^see  above)  ;  Edward,  born  July  1, 
1793,  died  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  1870;  War- 
ren, born  Aug.  7,  1795,  lives  in  West  Bloo in- 
field, N.  Y,  ;  Sarah  Ann,  born  Aug  2,  1797, 
married  a  Green  ;  died  in  Bay  City,  .Mich  ; 
William,  born  Jan.  31,  1800,  resided  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  died  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  1859; 
Charles,  born  May  22,  1802,  died  at  Allen's 
Hill,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  30  1875  ;  John,  born  Sept. 
10,  18<>5,  now  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  re- 
sides in  Vergennes ;  Laura,  born  Sept.  12, 
1808,  now  Mrs.  Pope,  resides  in  Bennin,rtou, 
Michigan. 

Robert  Pierpoint.  (above)  was  married  to 
Abigail,  youngest  daughter  of  Joshua  Ray- 
mond and  Phebe  [Collins]  Raymond,  Dec, 
1814,  and  the  following  summer  commenced 
housekeeping  in  the  house  which  they  occu- 
pied the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  where 
they  made  a  home  such  as  lew  are  blessed 
with.  Their  children  were:  Evelyn,  Julia, 
Charles,  Robert  Raymond,  Susan  Skinner, 
Mary  Isham.  Charles,  a  member  of  the  sen- 
ior class  of  Middiebury  College,  died  Dec.  16, 
1837,  in  his  seventeenth  year.  Mary,  after 
having  entered  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary, 
died  July  12,  1845,  in  her  seventeenth  year. 

Robert  R.  went  to  California  in  18 19 ; 
practiced  law  in  Sonoma  and  afterwards  in 
Napa  City;  died  in  185S,  in  his  35th  year, 
leaving  a  wife  and  an  infant  son  that  soon 
died.  The  remaining  son  and  two  daughters 
are  still  living  in  Rutland,  the  daughters  oc- 
cupying the  house  which  has  been  the  home 
of  the  family  for  more  than  sixty  years. 

When  young,  he  (Judge  Peirpoint)  was 
quite  active  in  the  miliiia  service;  passed 
*  From  Family  Papers.  Ed. 
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from  one  rank  to  another  till  he  reached  that 
of  Major,  but  military  titles  never  clung  to 
him.  He  united  with  the  Congregational 
church  of  Rutland  March  5,  1820. 

Mrs.  Abigail  Pierpoint,  wi  low  of  Judge 
Pierpoint,  died  at  Rutland,  May  6,  1865.  aged 
70  years. 

RUTLAND  RAILROAD. 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  AND  COR- 
PORATION. 

From  the  Record  Books  of  the  Rutland  Railroad 
and  otlier  sources. 

Tho  enterprise  having  been  duly  canvassed, 
presented  before  the  Legislature,  and  Act3  of 
Assembly  obtained  Nov.  1  184ii,  aud  Oct.  31, 
'44,  Commissioners  of  The  Champlain  and 
Connecticut  River  Railroad  met  at  Rutland 
May  6,  '43,  and  organized  the  corporation  :*  Tim- 
othy Follett  of  Burlington,  chairman,  and  Am- 
brose L.  Browu  of  Rutland,  clerk.  Voied — to 
open  subscriptions  for  stock,  June  10,  1845. 

June  12,  '45,  more  than  2000  shares  having 
been  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock,  stockhold- 
ers were  notified  to  meet  at  the  courthouse  in 
Rutland  for  choice  of  nine  directors. 

July  3,  12  o'clock.  George  T.  Hodges,  chair- 
man pro  tern,.  (Timothy  Follett  absent)  George 
T.  Hodges  and  Edgar  L.  Ormsbee  appointed 
assistant  chairmen  :  nine  directors  chosen  by 
ballot:  Timothy  Follett,  Samuel  Barker,  Ira 
Stewart,  Ciiarles  Linsley,  John  A.  Conant, 
Chester  Granger,  Ge-rge  T.  Hodges,  William 
Henry  and  Henry  X.  Fullerton. 

"  Voted — on  motion  of  Ebenezer  X.  Briggs,  to 
raise  the  capital  to  $2,500,000. 

Samuel  Swift,  clerk." 

First  Directors'  meeting  July  3d,  5  o'clock  ; 
electing  Hou.  Timothy  Follett  president,  and 
George  T.  Hodges,  vice-president:  voted — to 
hold  an  annual  meeting  at  Rutland,  the  2d  Wed- 
nesday of  January,  at  1  o'clock;  appointed 
Messrs.  Conant  aud  Barker  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Gilbert  and  Mr.  Tracy  on  re-surveying  the  route. 

July  4,  1S45  :  voted — John  A.  Conant  aud 
Thomas  Barrett  to  superintend  survey  of  line 
from  Rutland  to  Connecticut  River:  George  T. 
Hodges  to  receive  from  stockholders  $  2,00  on 
each  share,  a3  needed  to  meet  expenses .  Fol- 
let,  Hodges,  Linsley  and  Fullerton  to  procure 
foreign  subscriptions  to  stock :    Linsley  and 

*  Efforts  were  made  in  1S44  and  '45  to  get  up  stib- 
•ubscriptions  to  its  stuck,  but  not  enough  to  warrant 
its  construction  until  Feb.,  1^47.  wh<>n  the  first  bl<«\v 
was  struck  in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  near  Liellows 
Falls. — J.  A.  ConanL 


Swift  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  extending 
the  line  of  the  Champlaiu  and  Connecticut  Riv- 
er Railroad  from  Burlington  to  Canada  line. 

Resignation  of  Directors:  Document  pre- 
sented: 

•'  To  Samuel  Swift,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  tfiamplain 
and  Connecticut  Rivur  Railroad; 

"Sir  : — We  hereby  resign  the  office  of  Direct- 
ors of  the  Champlain  aud  Connecticut  River 
Railroad  Corporation,  to  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  September  next. — Rut- 
land, July  4,  1S4j." — [Signed  by  the  nine  direc- 
tors for  which  no  reasou  is  given  in  record. — Ed. 

At  the  stockholders'  first  annual  meeting — 
Rutland,  Jan  14,  184G,  voted, — on  motion  of 
Hon.  Robert  Pierpoint,  to  accept  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly of  October  session,  '45,  as  part  of  this 
charter.  On  motion  of  General  Brown  of  Rut- 
land, the  Chair  appointed  a  committee  of  28  to 
nominate  to  the  stockholders  thirteen  directors 
for  the  year  ensuing.  Ou  motion  of  D  W.  C. 
Clarke,  the  chair  appointed  D.  W.  C.  Clarke, 
Hon.  D.  A.  Smalley,  Hon.  R.  Pierpoint,  Sam- 
uel Morgan,  Hon.  H.  Bell,  Hon.  A.  G.  Dana. 
EL  Xeedham,  Esq.,  Hon.  J.  J.  Barrett  and 
Joseph  Warner,  to  prepare  a  report  to  stock- 
holders, and  draft  resolutions  for  the  meet- 
ing. The  courthouse  quarters  becoming  too 
small,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  north 
meetinghouse,  where,  to  a  crowded  house, 
W.B.Gilbert,  who  had  surveyed  the  route,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  to  groat  acceptance,  follow- 
ed most  happily  by  Xathan  Rice,  Esq.  of  Bos- 
ton, who  presented  the  proceedings  lately  ad- 
opted by  the  Fitchburg  railroad  company. 

The  proceedings  of  the  corporation  had  been 
stoutly  opposed  before  the  Legislature:  the  very 
project  of  the  railroad  from  the  first  had  been 
severely  contested  in  the  State  newspapors: 
Clarke  of  Brandon,  and  Stacy  of  Burlington,  en- 
tered conspicuously  into  this  poper  war.  Xow 
had  come  the  tug  of  battle.  The  stockholders 
were  in  the  right  mood,  and  a  crowd  of  those 
not  stockholders,  in  every  aisle,  in  every  win- 
dow, filling  the  lobby,  and  around  the  door,  all 
intensely  interested.  Mr.  Clarke  appeared  with 
his  resolutions — animated  addresses  were  made 
on  each.  Prentiss  and  Hale  of  Keene  spoke 
on  them,  Bishop  of  Bridgeport,  Ct. — a  delegate 
from  the  Housatonic  railroad  company — Marsh 
of  Shrewsbury,  Conant,  Judge  Sprague  of 
Brandou  and  Clarke.  The  resolutions  present- 
ed were  adopted  with  great  unanimity — bat 
two  votes  in  the  negative.  Tho  most  sanguine 
among  them  were  astonished,  tho  most  cool 
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enthusiastic  over  it.  The  meeting  was  a  great 
success.* 

The  following  were  chosen  directors :  Timo- 
thy Follett,  Samuel  P.  Strong,  William  Nash, 
Charles  Linsley,  John  A  Couant,  Chester  Gran- 
ger, George  T.  Hodges,  Nathaniel  Fullerton, 
William  Henry — all  of  Vermont ;  John  Elliott 
of  Keeue,  N.  II.  ;  Horace  Gray,  Samuel  Dana 
and  Samuel  Henshaw  of  Boston.  George  W. 
Strong  of  Rutland  presented  a  communication 
from  Leonard  Sargeant — A.  P.  Lyman,  George 
W.  Strong  and  C.  W.  Fenton,  committee  of  cor- 
respondence and  arrangements  from  the  West- 
ern Vermont  railroad  company. 

January  14,  1S46:  Follett,  Conant  and  Hodg- 
es made  au  executive  committee  to  transact  all 
business  in  the  recess  of  the  meetings  of  the 
directors:  S.  P.  Strong,  C.  Linsley,  William 
Nash  to  superintend  northern  terminus  of  the 
road:  Follett, Henry  and  Wentworth  to  arrange 
the  point  of  junction  with  the  Cheshire  Rail- 
road. 

Directors'  Meetings. — Office  of  Samuel 
Henshaw,  Boston,  Feb.  20,  1816;  chose  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  point  of  meeting  with  the 
Connecticut  River  Railroad:  Vermont  Hotel, 
Mddlebury,  J  une  2d,  voted  an  assessment  of 
ive  per  cent  on  stock  shares :  the  president  and 
Mr.  Hodges  to  confer  with  the  Housatonic  Rail- 
road Co.  for  connection. — Bellows  Falls,  July 
2°<th,  elected  Samuel  Swift  treasurer  '"during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Board,  with  such  reasona- 
ble compensation  as  may  hereafter  be  agreed 
on  by  the  Directors:''  the  president  authorized 
to  draw  money  from  the  treasury  by  his  order 
in  writing,  specifying  the  accounts  on  which 
eaid  money  is  drawn,  viz.  grading,  bridging 
and  masonry  of  tho  road  from  Connecticut  river 
to  Duttonsville,  aud  35  miles,  not  exceeding, 
as  shall  be  selected  by  the  president  and  exec- 
utive committee,  west  of  the  mountains,  to  be 
immediately  prepared  and  put  under  contract 
by  them. 

Keene.  N.  H.  November  18 — voted  that  the 
road  bo  advertised  for  contract  to  and  iucludino; 
Mount  Holly  Summit — do.  road  from  Burling- 
ton to  Rutland,  soon  aa  new  subscriptions  in 

*  H.  B.  Stacy,  editor  of  the  Free  Press,  Burlington  ; 
Consul  to  Russia  at  tho  time  of  hi*  death  [see  vol.  II., 
pp.  959— 60.]  On  Stacy's  last  visit  to  Burlington,  tho 
evening  before  ho  left,  we  heard  him  and  Clark  talk 
over  this  campaign  and  its  prand  finale  in  this  meeting, 
which  both  looked  back  npou  «s  tho  most  unexpected 
triumph  they  had  ever  witnessed— to  which  they  had 
come  determined  to  tight;  but  not  expecting  more 
than  half  BucceB8  at  best. — Ed. 


Boston  reach  $—00,000 — <i|  100.U0O  to  be  paid. 
President  Follett  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  building  the  road:  "who  shall  devote  his 
time  to  that  purpose."  Follett,  Hodges  and 
Fullerton  were  the  committee  of  construction 
from  Bellows  Fdls  to  Mt".  Holly  Summit  includ- 
ed ;  Strong,  Nash  and  Linsley  from  Burlington, 
to  Salisbury  south  line  :  thence  to  Mt.  Holly  Co- 
nant, Hodges  and  Granger.  Appointed  to  settle 
laud-damages  from  Burlington  to  Fernsburgh. 
N.  line,  the  Presideut — thence  to  N.  line  New 
Haven,  Gen.  Strong — thencb  to  Salisbury  S  liue 
Charles  Linsley — thence  to  :.lt.  Holly  Summit, 
Conant,  Granger  and  Hodges — thence  to  Bel- 
lows Falls,  Fullerton,  Henry  and  Abrarn  Ad- 
ams of  Ludlow.  William  B.  Gilbert  appointed 
chief  engineer. 

Stockholders'  2d  Annual  Meeting,  Rut- 
land, January  13,  1S47  ;  and  directors'  meeting 
following.  The  old  board  of  directors  retained, 
with  exception  of  Gray,  Dana  and  Henshaw, 
of  Boston,  Nathan  Rice,  John  Howe  and  Benja- 
min T.  Reed,  of  Boston,  instead,  and  Pans 
Fletcher,  Bridport,  Vt.  Bids  of  contract  award- 
ed, No.  1,  2d  section  on  Bellows  Falls  division 
to  L  R.  B.  Wales  &  Co. ;  sections  4  to  IS,  aud 
Mount  Holly,  section  7,  to  Decker  &  Warner: 
Bellows  Kails,  sections  19,  and  12,  Mt.  Holly 
section  3,  to  S.  &  P.  Carroll;  20  and  21.  Bellows 
Falls  section,  and  1  to  7,  Mt.  Holly  sections,  to 
George  Clarke ;  do.  9,  10  and  11,  to  Me  Culloch, 
Clarke  A  Co.;  do.  13  and  11  to  Appleton,  Roves 
&  Co.  Charles  Linsley  appointed,  with  Pres't,  to 
execute  contracts.  Bids  on  Rutland  division, 
awarded  June  4th  :  to  Myers  &  Hale,  sections  I 
to  6 ;  to  William  Nash  &  Co.,  0  7,  10.  10  arid  20 ; 
to  Chamberlain  &  Strong,  8,  14,  and  25  to  31: 
to  Frost  &  Brown,  9  to  13;  to  N.  H.  Docker  & 
Co.  11,  12,  19,  22  and  23  :  all  to  take  20  per  cent 
in  stock;  the  road  to  bo  ready  for  superstruc- 
ture, October  1,  1843.  Voted  to  apply  to  tho 
Legislature  for  a  change  of  name  to  the 

Rutland  and  Burlington  Railroad  Co.: 
[Granted  by  Act  of  November  6,  lb  1  T.J 

Voted  $5.00  assessment  as  needed. 

Jan.  12,  18 18,  3d  Annual  Meeting:  voted 
additional  pay.  per  yard,  for  solid  rock,  to 
Decker  &  Warner,  and  Chamberlain,  Strong 
&  Co.  From  Director's  report ;  arranged  wait 
Cheshire  Railroad  Co.  to  use  in  o  >mrmm, 
depot  grounds  and  building,  at  Belows  Fads; 
quantity  of  land  taken  for  road-bed  and  depots 
varied  according  to  prospect  of  future  utvd; 
opportunity  presented  at  Burlington  tor  pur- 
ehaso  of  about  70  acres,  on  terms  :-o  favorable 
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that  it  was  at  once  embraced ;  giving  lake 
front  of  about  2800  feet,  contiguous  to  the  bu- 
siness part  of  the  town,  around  our  depot 
buildings;  depot  grounds,  at  Rutland,  laid  out 
in  reference  to  connection  with  the  Rutland  and 
"Washington  radroad,  soon  to  be  built,  with  the 
Whitehall  &  Saratoga  railroad,  opening  to  us 
the  waters  of  lake  Ohamplain,  at  the  head  of 
navigation,  the  markets  of  the  Hudson  river, 
and  the  immense  trade  and  tract  of  the  groat 
West.  "The  private  negotiations  with  propri- 
etors for  land  have  been  generally  successful, 
though  appraisals  by  commissioners  had  to  be 
made  occasionally,  in  every  county  but  Chitten- 
den;' $  116,417.39  in  hands  of  treasurer ;  work 
paid,  from  the  commencement,  every  month; 
1000  copies  of  report  ordered  printed. 

Directors'  meeting,  February  3d:  Paris 
Fletcher  added  to  committee  for  locating  branch 
road  at  Yergonncs,  provided  for  by  act  of  Leg- 
islature the  preceding  Fall:  point  of  junction, 
west  line  between  Middlebury  and  Brandon  : 
station  house  at  Vergeni.es,  to  be  40  to  50  by 
20  to  25 ;  at  Middlebury  and  Brandon,  each. 
60  to  80  by  25  to  30:  at  Pittsford,  30  by  35; 
Rutland,  150  by  50:  passenger  depot  at  Bur- 
lington, not  to  exceed  200  by  50  feet ;  freight 
depot  not  to  exceed  100  by  30;  Vergennes  and 
Pittsford,  do.,  50  by  35;  Rutland  do,  150  by 
30:  President's  salary  fixed,  exclusive  of  trav- 
eling and  office  expenses,  at  $2,500  per  year; 
Treasurer's  do.,  $  1,300,  from  November  10, 
1846,  Charles  E.  Follett,  clerk  of  the  president, 
$  600,  $  1,50  per  day  for  treasurer's  clerk. 

August  2,  voted  to  bond  the  road,  90  cents  on 
the  dollar,  for  $400,000,  payable  by  installments 
of  20  per  cent,  per  month:  Dec  26th,  allowing 
Vermont  Central  railroad  to  come  on  to  our 
grounds  at  Burlington,  referred  to  executive 
committee:  freight  depots  to  be  built  of  wood, 
except  at  Burlington  and  Bellows  Falls:  the 
present  engineers,  with  S.  P.  Strong,  to  build, 
or  contract  for,  depot  buildings  at  Burlington 
and  Ferrisbnrgh — with  Paris  Fletcher  and  Lins- 
ley,  at  Middlebury — with  J.  A.  Conant.  at  Bran- 
don— with  Chester  Granger  at  Pittsford,  Nathan- 
iel Fullerton  at  Chester  and  Ludlow:  to  pay 
$  333.33  toward  survey  of  Valley  Road,  and 
charge  to  Valley  corporation  :  to  put  on  a  forco 
(the  contractors  failing  to  do  so)  sufficient  to 
finish  Mount  Holly  .section  in  time,  and  charge 
to  the  contractors. — Rutland  courthouse,  June 
20th;  allowed  D.  W.  C.  Clarko  assessments 
on  his  stock,  for  sorvices  in  Boston,  in  IS  15. 
promotiug  there  the  interests  of  this  corpora- 


tion: annual  meetings  to  beheld  on  iho  3d 
Wednesdays  of  June,  hereafter. 
FROir  president's  address  to  stockholder:;: 
"  The  outlay  upon  sections  wdl  considerably 
exceed  our  original  expectations ;  but  an  offset 
in  part  is  found  in  the  certainty  that  the  ro<rky 
rampart3  of  Mount  Holly  will  havo  been  sun- 
dered in  less  time,  and  at  less  expense,  than 
some  other  portions  of  the  line,  of  less  enviable 
notoriety.  Tour  engineer  reports  4,263,921 
yards  of  earth  excavatiou,  26:5,056  yards  soiid 
rock  and  15,225  yards  loos3  rock  done  :  936,- 
269  yards  of  earth,  40,305  solid  rock,  and  70,- 
170  loose  rock  to  be  done.  The  track  is  com- 
pleted from  Bellows  Falls  to  Chester,  14  ^ 
mile8 :  some  of  the  gentlemen  before  me  have 
this  day  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  passing  over  it. 
The  grading  between  Chester  and  Ludlow  is 
neariy  completed.  "We  shall  then  have  reached 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  mountains,  25  miloa 
from  Bellows  Falls.  The  laying  of  the  rails  has 
been  commenced  at  Burlington,  about  6  miles 
southward  completed.  A  body  of  track  layers 
are  to  immediately  commence  at  Vergennes: 
other  parties,  between  Middlebury  and  Rut- 
land, proceeding  to  Cuttingsville,  where  we 
reach  the  western  slope  of  the  mountains,  com- 
pleting from  Burlington  to  Cuttingsville,  75 
miles;  and  only  15  miles  from  Cuttingsville  to 
Ludlow  will  remain  uufriished.''*  "The  grading 
of  your  branch-road  from  the  main  line  to  the 
navigable  waters  of  Otter  Creek  at  Vergennes, 
giving  access  to  the  iron  and  other  materials  land- 
ed there  has  cost,  thus  far,  $  10.050.90.  Consid- 
erable portion  of  your  car  furniture  in  construc- 
tion at  Brandon — so  far  as  examined — is  alike 
creditable  to  the  contractors,  and  satisfactory 
to  us.  This  establishment — new  and  quiie  ex- 
tensive— upon  the  line  of  our  road  it  is  hoped 
will  receive  the  patronage  so  extensive  and 
costly  an  enterprise  deserves."  "  But  what 
was  our  surprise  on  learning  the  Vermont  and 
Canada  Railroad,  contrary  to  charter  regulation 
to  extend  to  Burlington,  had  been  surveyed  to 
terminate  6  or  8  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
Burlington."  He  relates  the  survey  in  accord- 
ance with  the  charter  made  at  the  expenso  and 
great  care  of  the  Rutland  and  Burlington  Rail- 
road, aud  hopes  the  Vermont  and  Canada  Rail- 
road company  may  yet  be  induced  to  adhere  to 
this  more  feasible  and  original  plan. 

Lullovr,  Aug.  15.  Voted  to  notify  the 
president  of   the  Cheshire  R.  R.  wo  havo 

*  Two  year*  and  nine  months  mificod  to  eowptot* 
the  Road,  ii  wad  opoued  through,  Dec.  18,1849, — J.  A.  C. 
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opened  our  road  for  freight  and  passengers 
from  Bellows  Falls  to  Ludlow,  and  request 
their  connection  with  U3  at  Bellows  Falls. 
Voted  an  increase  of  capital  to  $  3,000,000  ; 
Voted  stock  assessments  unpaid  Sept.  20ih 
next,  forfeited  to  corporation ;  stock  sold  for 
non  payment,  under  70  cents,  to  be  bought 
in  for  corporation ;  only  daily  passenger 
trains  to  and  from  Bellows  Falls  till  shelter 
is  provided  at  Ludlow  ;  arranged  for  building 
depot.  First  table  of  fares  established,  from 
Burlington  to  Vergennes,  22  miles,  .62£;  to 
Middlebury,  $  1  00  ;  Brandon,  $1.50;  Pitts- 
ford,  $1.75;  Rutland,  $2.00;  Cuttingsville, 
$2.30;  Ludlow,  $2.75;  Proctorsville,  $2.88}; 
Duttonsville,  $2.90*  Gassets,  $3.00;  Chester, 
$3.15;  Bartonsviile,  $3.30;  Rockingham, 
$3.40;  to  Bellows  Falls,  $3.55.  The  present 
fare  from  Burlington  to  Bellows  Falls,  1376.. 
is  $5.00.  Hon.  T.  Follett,  appointed  tempora- 
ry supt.  of  the  Road  :  Voted  Executive  Com- 
mittee select  site  and  erect  engine-house  and 
machine-shop  for  repairs  at  Rutland  ;  Hodg- 
es and  Linsley  attend  to  the  interest  of  this 
corporation  before  the  Legislature. 

Nov.  17,  Voted  to  call  stock  holders  meet- 
ing to  see  if  they  will  accept  the  amendment 
of  their  charter  by  Legislature  to  extend 
their  road  to  St.  Albans. 

Rutland,  Jan.  17,  1S50— Voted  Fletcher, 
Conant,  Reed  and  Linsley  com.  to  negoti 
ate  a  loan  in  New  York  and  pledge  stock  or 
bonds ;  voted,  parties  of  pleasure,  20  or 
more,  be  taken  in  regular  trains  for  half  fare. 

Bran  lon,  Feb.  21, — Voted  to  establish  a 
depot  at  Mack's  Bridge. 

Boston,  Mar.  7,  resignation  of  W.  B.  Gil- 
bert, chief  engineer;  vote  of  thanks;  supt's 
salary  fixed  at  $  1,200  per  annum.  Mr. 
Linsley,  at  salary  fixed,  declined  being  can- 
didate, and  L.  Bigelow  unanimously  elected  ; 
Linsley  appointed  chancellor  for  corporation. 

June  19,  1S50.  Annual  meeting  at  Meth- 
odist church,  Middlebury.  From  director's 
report  read  by  president :  "  A  train  of  cars 
from  the  ocean  and  another  from  the  lake, 
each  full  freighted  with  stock-holders  and 
friends  of  the  enterprise,  met  and  exchanged 
congratulations  in  the  rock  excavation  on 
Bummit  of  Mc.  Holly,  on  Doc.  IS,  1819,  being 
13  d  ays  in  advance  of  the  period  when  this 
whole  work  by  your  order  was  directed  to  be 
finished.  From  that  Jay  to  the  present,  reg- 
ular daily  trains  for  passengers  and  freight 
have  passed  each  day  over  the  entire  line." 


New  roads  have  seldom  been  so  well  equip- 
ped. Hon.  John  Elliot  resigned  as  director  ; 
rec'd  vote  of  thanks  for  his  able  services 
since  the  organization :  Voted  Pres.  and 
V.  Pres.  arrange  with  John  Bradley  for  run- 
ning Troy  <k  Rut.  R.  from  Rutland  to  Cattle- 
ton  :  Voted:  building  com.  erect  suitable 
buildings  at  Rutland,  paying  5  stock:-b  mds 
and  £  cash  if  necessary;  buildings  not  to 
exceed  $25,000.  do.  engine  and  passenger 
house  at  Burlington,  not  to  exceed  $  iO.OOO 
cost.  Paris  Fletcher  resigned  as  director,  and 
Joseph  Warner  was  elected  and  added  to 
finance  committee..-  Voted,  the  passes  to  cler- 
gymen null  after  the  1st  of  Jan.  next,  and  that 
no  more  such  be  issued:  Voted,  engine  house 
at  Rutland  be  built  on  plan  of  Boston  and 
Maine  engine-house  at  Lawrence:  at  Bur- 
j  liugton  a  1  story  passenger  house  for  3  tracks, 
about  200  feet  long,  and  a  house  for  4  en- 
gines. 

Bellows  Falls,  J  dy  31st,  appointed  exec- 
utive committee  and  B.  T.  Reed  to  adjust  con- 
nection with  Vt.  Valley  R.  R.  &  Sullivan 
R.  R.:  authorized  the  President  to  take  a 
deed  of  land  from  the  Bellows  Falls  lock  and 
canal  Co.,  26  ft.  wide  on  west  border  of  tne 
depot  grounds  at  Bellows  Falls. 

Rutland,  Sept.  17th,  President  and  John 
Bradley  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Champ- 
lain  Trans.  Co.  for  terms  for  the  U.  S.  Steam- 
er to  run  from  Rouse's  Point  to  Burlington, 
and  build  or  charter  such  steamboat  or  steam- 
boats to  make  convenient  and  easy  connec- 
tion with  the  Northern  N.  Y  (Ogdensburgli) 
R.  R.  at  Rouse's  Point. 

Boston,  Nov.  20,  Conant  Linsley,  Warner, 
to  lease  Roal  from  Rutland  to  Castleton  for 
a  term  of  years :  Bradley  and  others  to 
take  bids  for  building  R.  R.  from  Burlington 
to  Swanton,  complete. 

Dec.  10th,  President  John  Bradley,  John 
Howe,  and  treasurer  to  mortgage  the 
Road,  franchise  and  furniture  to  secure 
payment  of  any  amount  of  .07  per  cent 
bonds  to  be  issued  not  exceeding  $  1,700,000, 
interest  semi-annual;  0.  Linsley  authorized 
to  put  in  operation  a  line  of  telegraph  from 
Rutland  to  Boston.  [The  Legislature  had 
passed  an  Act  the  fall  preceding,  authorizing 
extension  of  this  Road  to  Swanton  ] 

Middlebury,  Jan.  22, 185L— Voted  Brooks- 
ville  be  male  a  frt.  station :  voted,  a  Central 
Board  be  established  upon  the  great  linos 
between  Bostou  and  Lake  Ohamplaiu,  includ- 
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ing  connecting  roads  of  each  line,  one  dele- 
gate from  each,  to  consider  all  joint  business  ; 
action  of  sail  Board  not  to  bind  the  direct- 
ors of  any  road  without  consent  of  delegate 
of  said  Road.  Its  first  meeting  in  Feb.,  '51. 
Bids  to  be  taken  for  building  station-house 
at  Vergennes  and  Chester  ;  Bradley  &  Can- 
field  authorized  to  build  4  barges  for  trans- 
porting freight. 

Boston,  Feb.  22,  President  to  arrange  with 
Central  R.  R.  Co.,  for  temporary  connection 
at  village  of  Burlington.  Samuel  Henshaw 
resigns  as  treasurer:  Peter  Harvey,  of  Bos- 
ton, at  salary  of  •$  3,000,  elected  treasurer : 
engineer  department  to  be  dispensed  with 
after  March  1st. 

April  15.,  Passenger  depots  of  wood  to  be 
erected  this  season  at  Middlebury  and  Lud- 
low ;  L  Bi  »elow  resigns  office  of  Snpt ; 
President  reports  this  year,  losses  by  flood 
and  fire*  and  uncommon  severity  of  winter, 
spring  and  fall,  "a  large  force  being  con- 
stantly employed  to  keep  the  road  in  passable 
order."  Engine-house  completed  at  Rutland 
to  admit  16  locomotives  with  turn-table  in 
centre  and  machine  shop  famished  with  tools. 
"  The  Vt.  Valley  R.  R.  now  opened,  it  is  al- 
ready arranged  to  run  daily  trains  between 
Burlington  and  New  York."  "  This  Road 
perfects  the  direct  connection  of  our  Road 
with  Mass.,  Ct.  and  R.  I.  Roads,  soon  to  be 
opened:  Western  Vt.  R.  R.  to  Troy,  by  Ben- 
nington and  the  Bellows  Falls  and  Albany 
E.  R.,  from  Rutland  to  Albany,  via.  Salem : 
Tne  Rut.  and  Wash.  R.  R.  enter  our  depot 
grounds  over  their  own  track,  and  the  same  of 
the  several  roads  terminating  on  our  grounds 
at  Bellows  Falls."  [The  extension  act  to 
Swanton,  of  Rut.  &  B.  R.  R  met  violent  op 
position  before  the  assembly.]  "  A  stockhold- 
er of  5  shares  instigated  by  the  Vt.  Cen.  Co., 
preferring  complaint  before  the  judge  of  the 
4th  Judicial  Court  as  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rut.  &  Bur.  R.  R.,  to  whom  such  extension 
would  be  injurious  ;  the  judge  as  chancellor 
for  the  District,  enjoins  the  corporation  from 
proceeding:  Proceedings  sus-. ended,  by  no 
means  abandoned.  Question  t.o  be  carried  to 
a  higher  tribunal."  No.  of  directors  reduced 
to  seven:  Voted,  "all  attempts  to  delay  or 
defeat  this  enterprise  (extension  to  Swanton) 
be  resisted  at  any  expense  and  every  hazard.' 
Voted,  land  be  purchased  for  depot  station  at 

•  Freshet  of  l&Zl — Chester  and  Vergeunas  depots 
bornud. 


Cuttingsvilie  ;  Sapt  to  employ  Burdick  as 
track  master,  salary  not  to  exceed  $  900 ; 
(Increased  July  4th  to  $  1,000:)  Mr.  Dunlap, 
Ass't  Supt.,  salary  $  1,200  :  July  29th.  Clerk's 
salary,  $500;  Salary  of  President  for  IStO 
and  '51,  $2,000;  Dugal  Stewart,  of  Rutland 
clerk,  salary,  $  TOO. 

Bellows  Falls,  Aug.  19,  L.  Bigelow  resigns 
after  Sept  1st  as  Supt.;  app'd  Gen.  Agt.,  sal- 
ary ?  2,000  :  Voted  a  paint  shop  be  built  at 
Rutland,  and  car  house  at  Bellows  Fails: 
Boston  directors  to  make  arrangements  with 
Ocean  Steamer  Navigation  Co.  of  N.  E. 

Boston,  Sept.  16,  1851,  Vice  Pres.  Hodges 
presented  letter  of  Judge  Follett,  resignin* 
the  presidency:  letter  laid  on  the  table;  con- 
ceded Mr.  Ripley's  demand  for  flag  station 
at  Center  Rutland  and  ordered  depot  built. 
Committee  to  confer  with  Central  R.  for  con- 
nection North  of  Burlington;  President's 
letter  of  resignation  referred  to  Hendee  <i 
Reed  to  report  on  at  next  meeting. 

Bellows  Falls,  Oct.  21,  Supt.  and  Bradley 
to  continue  our  track  to  depot  grounds  of 
the  Vt.  Central  in  Burlington  ;  to  make 
Kimball's  Crossing  (Mt.  Holly)  a  flag  station. 

Boston,  Nov.  21,  W.  A.  Harrington  and 
John  Bradley  resign  office  of  directors.  Har- 
rison Fay  and  Samuel  Swift,  Esq.,  elected 
directors,  and  Mr.  Swift  added  to  ex.  com. 
Dec.  18,  President's  resignation  accepted  for 
Jan.  I,  1852;  Harry  Bradley,  of  Burlington 
elected  as  successor,  at  $  2,000  per  year  till 
his  salary  may  be  fixed:  after  Jan.  1.  Mr. 
Follett  requested  to  continue  his  services  at 
his  present  salary  as  constructing  agent  till 
next  annual  meeting.  Voted  cordial  approv- 
al of  his  able  services  as  Supt.  to  L.  Bigelow 
resigned. 

Resolved  — "  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Timothy  Follett, 
late  Pres.  of  the  Rut.  and  Bur.  R.  R.  Co..  tor 
his  able  and  efficient  services  in  projecting, 
constructing,  and  carrying  forward  that 
great  enterprise  to  its  present  stale  of  com- 
pletion, and  for  his  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  while  presiding  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Board."* 

*  "With  this  retirement  terminated  his  public  ca- 
reer."  lie  w  as  the  great  projector  of  this  enterprise, 
He  pledged  hi*  private  property  to  curry  it  through — 
Bee  biography  Volt  [.,  pa^e  He  w.is  successful,  «o 
fur  as  to  it  Imilt — to  have  it  said  that  l>e  constructed 
it;  tut  it  crippled  him  ami  drained  bis  reBouTee*  iu 
means  and  mind.  He,  w  ho  had  built  his  own  fortune 
first,  ami  been  the  Ur^est  I  nod  buhlef  ill  tin*,  oity—  at 
one  time,  I  have  been  told,  he  owned  tin*  entire  wharf 
property)  died  at  length  ot"  a  sb'vr  softening  of 
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Boston,  Jan.  21,  '52.  The  purchase  by 
the  President,  at  the  informal  request  of  all 
the  Directors,  from  Hon.  T.  Follett  of  his 
wharf  properly  at  Burlington,  being  com- 
pleted;  the  purchase  approved  and  con- 
firmed ;  to  build  depots  at  Shelburne,  Char- 
lotte an  1  Bartonsviile :  President  to  sub- 
scribe fur  G2}  shares  of  capital  stock  of  the 
Montreal  and  N.  Y.  R  EL,  and  250  shares  of 
the  Plattsburgh  and  Montreal  P».  R.;  to  re- 
quire Rut.  &  Wash.  R.  R.  to  extend  their 
track  from  West  Pwuiland  to  our  depot  grounds 
at  Rutland  ;  to  purchase  or  build  a  boat  to 
run  from  Burlington  to  Rouse's  Point,  under 
our  entire  control ;  Rutland  depot  building 
not  to  exceed  $  15,000;  President's  salary 
after  Jan.,  '53,  to  be  $  3,000.  Directors  for 
this  year :  Wm.  R.  Lee,  John  Howe,  Chas.  J. 
Hendee,  Harrison  Fay,  Benj  T.  Reed,  Asa 
Wentworth,  jr.,  and  John  At.  Gonant.  Voted 
to  issue  $  50,000  more  in  notes  or  bonds,  and  to 
issue  not  to  exceed  $  12,000  bonds  with  cou- 
pons :  June  Id,  Wm.  Raymond  Lee  unani- 
mously elected  (3d)  president  and  John  A. 
Conant,  Vice  President:  Sold  John  A.  Conant 
and  associates  Rut.  &  B.  R.  R.  Co.,  steamboat 
property  on  Lake  Champlain,  including  Shel- 
burne  Harbor  real  estate,  for  •$  80,000.,  pay- 
ments to  be  made,  $  16,66o.6o,  Aug  15,  '54, 
'55,  '56  each  ;  balance  4th  year ;  signed  by 
Conant,  Heudee  and  Fay :  Voted,  that  here- 
after no  cars  of  this  corporation  be  permitted 
to  pass  into  the  State  of  N.  Y.  until  further 
orders. 

Boston,  Oct.  5,  '53. — Voted  21  mortgage 
bonds  to  supply  treasury  :  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  grant  in  Legislature  for  R.  R. 
from  Castleton  North  to  Brandon  or  Whit- 
ing ;  to  raise  Mr.  Harvey's  salary  (treasurer) 
to  $5,000  from  the  commencement. 

Directous'  Meetings,  Boston,  Nov.  15th, 
16th,  29th  and  30th  ;  Surrender  to  trustees,  un- 
der 2d  mortgage  ;  Conant  and  Wentworth  to 
sell  property  not  c  >vered  by  the  two  mortga- 
ges ;  The  president  to  sell,  mortgage  and  lease 
wharf  and  property  in  Burlington  ;  treasurer 
and  finance  committee  to  indemnify  officers 
of  the  corporation  and  others  for  signing  ; 
bonds  not  to  be  sold  or  pledged,  except  by 

train,  in  the  Asylum  of  the  Sisters  of  Providence  in 
this  city.  lie  lived  for  two  or  three  years,  I  think, 
after  he  was  placed  thrre.  He  ww  placed  there  by  his 
friends— by  his  own  family,  as  the  3  .iters  could  take 
better  care  of  hini. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  &  citizen  more  beloved  ia  Bur- 
lington, and  his  reverses  more  regretted. 


ordor  of  finance  committee  ;  resignation  of  J. 
Howe,  director  :  T.  J.  Stevenson's  letter,  de- 
clining to  act  as  trustee  ;  clerk  to  allow  the 
transfer  of  shares  :  to  apply  to  legislature  to 
modify  act  prohibiting  issue  of  stock  less  than 
par;  indenture  of  surrender  made  to  Samuel 
Henshaw,  Brookline,  and  Thomas  Stevenson, 
Boston,  Mass.  ;  to  issue  bon  Is  with  coupons, 
6  years  to  run,  at  6  per  cent..,  payable  semi- 
annually ;  if  3d  mortgage  is  made  on  the  road, 
bonds  to  be  covered  by  the  same  ;  the  same 
to  be  offered  creditors  of  the  corporation  in 
payment  of  their  demands  at  10  per  cent, 
discount,  or  at  par  for  one  half  and  balance 
in  2d  mortgage  bonds  of  '07  per  cent,  issue. 
Boston,  Feb.  7,  '51.  J.  H.  Williams  remove!, 
a3  clerk,  and  Dugal  Stewart,  of  Rutland, 
elected  ;  the  counsel  of  the  president  regard- 
ing the  surrender  of  2d  mortgage  property, 
illegal,  without  first  calling  a  meeting  of 
stockholders,  the  same  delayed  till  Feb.  7. 
'54  ;  John  A  Conant  resigned,  as  director  ;* 
Mar.  7,  D.  A.  Smalley,  of  Burlington  elected 
director,  in  place  of  Conant;  communication 
presented  the  president  from  Geo.  W.  Strong, 
president  of  Rutland  &  Washington  Railroad- 
Co.,  respecting  a  lease  of  the  Rutland  &  Bur- 
lington railroad  to  the  Rutland  &  Washing- 
ton railroad,  in  connection  with  the  Cheshire 
<k  Fitchburg  Railroad  Co. ;  Fay  and  Smalley 
committee  to  make  such  lease  :  on  petition 
of  Follett  and  others,  voted,  special  meeting 
of  stockholders  be  called,  at  Bellows  Falls,  ; 
Wm,  R.  Lee's  resignation  as  trustee  for  the 
bondholders,  and  2d  mortgage. 

Mar.  8,  Peter  Harvey  resigns  office  as 
treasurer;  Geo.  B.  Gibbons,  Boston,  salary 
$2,500,  elected;  security  to  be  given  holl- 
ers of  steamboat  property,  on  lake  Champ- 
lain  ;  proceeds  of  sales  of  steamer  Boston 
and  four  barges,  and  delivery  of  2d  mort- 
gage bonds  to  Merchants'  Bank,  Burling- 
ton. Mar.  16,  '54,  accepted  lease  terms,  with 
Rutland  &,  Washington  Railroad  Co. 

Mar.  19,  resignation  of  W.  R.  Lee,  as  direc- 
tor and  president,  to  take  effect  this  day  : 

*  John  A  Conant  was  the  Financial  asreut  of  the 
Company, (the  original  Corporation, )mtil  in  or.'in  iiu- 
tion,  and  was  oue  of  the  original  thirteen  Directors, 
and  was  annually  re-elected  until  he  re-d^ned  in  1364. 
The  citizens  of  Brandon  invested  more  in  the  Capital 
Stock  of  the  Company  than  any  other  thre>  towns  :n 
State,  outside  of  Contractor*.  Mr.  Conant  ten- 
dered the  Presidency  of  thu  Company  after  Judge  i  1- 
lett  retired,  but  declining  it  was  made  Vice  Preel  lent, 
In  about  1852  or  1853.  Mr.  Conant  represented  l>r»n- 
dou  iu  the  Legislature  lSdO  und  '31. 
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Thomas  Thatcher,  Esq.,  of  Boston  director, 
in  place  of  John  Howe  resigned,  and  elected 
(4th)  president  and  member  of  finance  com- 
mittee ;  D.  A.  Smalley  appointed  solicitor : 
vote  of  thanks  to  past  president  ;  Lee  to 
call  meeting  of  stockholders,  Apr.  12,  '54,  to 
consider  3d  mortgage  ;  3d  mortgage  author- 
ized, and  voted  for  May  16,  '54. 

The  first  assignment  of  the  road  took  place 
Nov.  20,  1853  ;  Surrender  of  steamboat  and 
Shelburne  wharf  property,  contract  of  Con- 
ant,  Hendee  &  Fay. 

March  13,  Franklin  Haven,  director  and 
trustee,  resigned  ;  Ellis  Fay  Lovering,  Esq., 
of  Boston,  elected  trustee  in  place  of  Haven  ; 
D.  A.  Smalley  first  appears  on  the  records  as 
clerk. 

EXECUTION,  MAT  TERM,  1857. 

Tracy,  Converse  &  Barnes,  vs.  The  Rut.  & 
B  R.  R.  Co. ;  State  of  Vermont,  Windsor  Co.; 
Damages,  $990.67;  costs,  1 26.42;  received 
at  Burlington,  for  collection,  Aug.  21,  '57, 
S.  Huntington  Con. ;  attachment  made  on 
(certain  named  capital  stock  shares)  same  day; 
said  shares  advertised  to  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion, Sept.  7th,  next,  at  the  town  hall;  at  the 
time  stated,  constable  Huntington  proceeded 
to  make  the  sales  at  auction,  and  sold  7  shares, 
standing  in  the  name  of  Paris  Fletcher,  di- 
rector, to  D.  A.  Smalley,  for  two  cents  each, 
said  Smalley  being  the  highest  bidder  ;  7 
shares  each  of  Asa  Wentworth  Jr.  (director,) 
and  Thomas  Fletcher,  president,  for  14  cents  ; 
two  cents  each,  to  D.  A  Smalley,  highest  bid- 
der; 7  shares  of  B.  T.  Reed,  and  7  shares  of 
Chas.  J.  Hendee,  director,  do.  do.;  72,258 
shares  in  the  name  of  D.  A.  Smalley,  for 
$44.42  (2  cents  each)  to  D.  A  Smalley,  high- 
est bidder ;  costs  of  attachment  and  sale, 
§7.71:  balance,  $37.62;  paid  by  constable 
to  Geo.  F.  Edmunds  attorney  for  plaintiffs, 
in  part  satisfaction  thereof,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance thereon  due  and  unpaid  to  the  amount 
of  $979,97. 

Windham  Co.  v.  Rut.  &  Bur.  R.  R.  Stock 
attached,  sold  at  auction  and  collected  $  12. 2S; 
Chittenden    Co.,    execution    and  collected 

$29.81;  Director's  meeting,  Rutland,  Aug. 

20,  '57,  D.  A.  Smalley  resigned  as  clerk. 

B.  B.  Smalley  of  Burlington,  elected.  

Sept.  16,  '57,  Stock  holders'  annual  meetings 
in  Burlington  depot,  in  1S57,  '53,  '59,  Thos. 
Thatcher  pres.;  Directors  Reed,  Fay,  Went- 
worth, Smalley,  Fletcher,  Isaac  B.  Bowdish 


in  '57  ;  in'  53,  Thatcher,  Conant,  Bowdish, 
Fay,  Smalley,  E.  A.  Chapin  and  H.  E. 
Stoughton  ;  in  '59,  same  except  J.  H.  Wil- 
liams and  D.  A.  Smalley  in  place  of  Chap- 
in  and  Stoughton  ;  in  '60  Chapin  and  Geo. 
B.  Gibbons  in  place  of'  Smalley  and  Stough- 
ton.; in  61,  Geo.  F.  Edmunds,  in  place  of 
Gibbons  ;  '62,  B.  B.  Smalley  in  place  of  Fay. 
Rutland,  Mar.  11,  1863.  D.  A.  Smalley  and 
E.  A.  Chapin,  appt.  trustees  in  place  of 
Hon.  Samuel  Henshaw  deceased  and  John 
B.  Page  director  in  place  of  Thatcher ; 
Resolved,  On  motion  of  D.  A.  Smalley,  where- 
as it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove 
from  this  life,  Thomas  Thatcher,  the  president 
of  this  Corporation  and  one  of  the  trustees 
in  the  possession  and  management  ha3  been 
removed  from  our  Board  and  from  the  direc- 
tion of  alfairs  of  this  Road,  a.  man  of  great 
business  tact  and  experience,  of  untarnished 
integrity  and  of  gentle  and  genial  manners. 
Resolved  that  in  every  position  in  life,  bis 
character  and  demeanor  entitled  him  to  the 
affectionate  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
brought  into  contact  and  that  his  death 
though  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  of  honors 
is  a  source  of  sincere  regret  to  those  who 
knew  him  and  a  loss  to  the  whole  community 
not  to  be  forgotten.  Resolved  that  we  tender 
to  the  afflicted  family  of  Mr  Thatcher,  our 
heart-felt  condolence  and  sympathy  in  this 
hour  of  grief  and  trial." 

Geo.  B.  Gibbons  resigned  a3  treasurer  having 
served  9  years  ;  Vote  of  thanks  to  past  treas- 
urer and  B.  B.  Smalley  elected  to  the  office  : 
office  to  be  removed  to  Burlington  :  D.  A. 
Smalley  resigns  as  Solicitor :  Geo.  F.  Edmunds 
app'd.  Hon.  D.  A.  Smalley  elected  President: 
July  8th,  D.A. Smalley  resigns  as  president 
and  director,  by  letter  to  Jas.  H.  Williams, 
vice  president.  Albert  L.  Catlin  elected  as 
director  and  President.  Edward  J.  Phelps  in 
place  of  B.  B.  Smalley  resigned,  Apr.  5,  '64. 
Voted  treasurer's  salary  at  $400  per  year. 
Directors,  Catlin,  Conant,  Williams  Edmunds, 
Page,  Phelps  and  Henry  Baxter  :  June  14  '65, 
Geo.  Edmunds  resigned  as  Solicitor  and  direc- 
tor. Directors,  Catlin,  Williams,  Page,  Phelps, 
Baxter  W.  Tracy,  and  J.  Proutdo.  for  '6'J,  '67. 
Hero  ends  the  written  records,  deposited  in 
the  archives  of  the  R.  R.  office  at  Rutland. 
—Ed.] 

RUTLAND  RAILROAD  CONTINUED. 

BY   L.  W.  RKMNGTON,  ESQ. 

In  1863,  Edwin  A.  Birchard  and  John  B. 
rage,  were  appointed  trustees  of  the  2i  mort- 
gage bondholders  of  the  Rut.  and  Bur.  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  as  such  trustees  had  the  possession  and 
management  of  tho  road  until  Fob.  S,  1871, 
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when  it  passed  as  of  Jan.  1st,  1871,  by  leave 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  under  the  contract 
or  lease  to  the  managers  of  the  Vt.  Central 
and  Vt.  and  Canada  R.  Roads.  The  leases 
of  the  several  lines  operated  by  the  Rutland 
Railroad  managers  there  also  assigned  as  a 
part  of  the  same  contract. 

However,  we  must  leave  the  Road  at  this 
point  in  the  hands  of  the  Vt.  Central,  and  re- 
turn to  the  year,  1867,  when  the  Rutland 
Railroad  Company  was  first  organized  at 
Rutland,  July  9th,  by  choice  of  Edwin  A. 
Birchard,  John  Howe,  Jas.  H.  Williams,  John 
B.  Page,  Peter  Butier,  Geo.  B.  Chase  and  Geo. 
M.  Barnard  as  directors,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  stockholders.  And  the  organiza- 
tion was  further  perfected  by  the  election  of 
John  B.  Page,  President;  J.  M.  Haven, 
Treasurer;  J.  H.  Williams,  Clerk  pro-tempore. 

Under  this  management  the  road  continued 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  In  1869,  the  fol- 
lowing roads  were  operated  in  harmony  with 
this  corporation,  viz: 

"  The  Vermont  Valley  Railroad,  24  miles  ; 
The  Montreal  and  Plattsburgh  Railroad,  24 
miles,  The  Whitehall  and  Plattsburgh  Rail- 
road, 20  miles ;  And  also  the  Burlington 
Steamboat  Company,  23  miles,  making  under 
one  management,  211  miles." 

In  October  of  this  year,  the  R.  R.  was 
greatly  damaged  by  a  tremendous  rain  storm, 
"  which  flooded  the  State  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  In  numerous  places  the  Rail  Road 
was  completely  inundated  with  consequent 
vast  detriment  to  the  corporation.  Especially 
■was  there  serious  damage  in  the  towns  of 
Chester  and  Rockingham  where  the  Road  lies 
in  the  valley  of  William's  River.  Bridges 
were  swept  away ;  the  abutments  of  others 
were  destroyed  ;  and  at  one  locality — near 
Bartonsville  in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  5,600 
feet  of  the  road-bed  was  entirely  carried 
away  by  the  flood.  It  was  twenty-two  days 
before  a  train  of  cars  passed  over  the  road. 

An  immense  cost  for  repairs  etc.,  was  en- 
tailed upon  the  Company.  But  with  re- 
markable energy  the  serious  damages  were 
met  and  overcome  ;  the  road  was  repaired  and 
improved  and  put  into  such  condition  that  it 
would  compare  favorably  with  any  road  in 
New  England.  The  losses  from  this  disaster 
were  estimated  at  about  $  250.000.  The  Les- 
sees took  possession  of  this  Road  Feb.  8,  '71, 
and  operated  it  under  their  lease,  without 
charge  or  disturbance  till  June  1st,  1S75, 


when  the  Lessors  of  the  road  made  a  demand 
of  the  Lessees,  for  the  possession  of  the  leased 
roads  and  property  of  the  same,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Lessees  were  at  that  time 
withholding  all  rent  from  the  Lessors.  And 
steps  were  immediately' taken  by  the  Lessors 
to  recover  either  their  leased  property  or  the 
amount  due  from  rent  of  the  same.  And  the 
matter  is  now  in  litigation  between  the  two 
parties.  (Jan.  1876.) 

THE  EARNINGS  OF  THE  ROAD 

from  1S63  to  1S74  inclusive  that  is  from  the 
time  when  John  B.  Page  and  Edwin  A  Birch- 
ard took  control  of  the  road  in  '63. 

"Earnings  for  year  ending  January  1, 
1863,  $348,318.07;  for  year  ending  January 
1,  1864,  $  455,264.36;  from  Sept.  1,  IS63,  to 
Sept.  1,  1864;  $615,304.87;  from  Sept.  1 
1S64,  to  Sept.  1,  1865,  $735,237.60;  from 
Sept.  1,  1865,  to  Sept.  1,  1866,  $787,434.87; 
from  Sept.  1,  1866,  to  Sept.  1,  1867,  $S23,786. 
94;  from  Sept.  1,  1S67,  to  Sept,  1,  1868, 
£821, 173.02;  from  Sept.  1,  1868  to  Sept.  1, 
1S69,  $571,143.84;  for  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 1,  1870,  $  900,749.35 ;  for  year  ending 
Nov.  1,  1872,  980,544  25;  fer  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  1st,  1873,  at  a  Total  of  $970,233.94  ; 
for  the  year  ending  1874,  973,481.77." 

As  the  President  stated  in  his  report  of 
1S72: 

"  The  road  was  taken  by  the  trustees,  as 
appears  by  the  evidence  produced,  in  a  worn- 
out  condition  in  all  its  departments.  After 
seven  years  of  efforts,  amid  many  discour- 
agements, it  was  turned  over  to  the  present 
Lesees;  in  good  order,  with  additions  to  its 
shops,  engine-houses,  wharves,  and  station 
accommodations,  and  with  a  large  increase 
in  its  rolling  stock;  at  a  rental*  that  after  a 
few  years  will  pay  an  income  cn  all  its  stock 
and  bonds,  and  to  an  amount  of  at  least 
$8,000,000.  The  spring  of  1871,  these  storks 
and  securities  of  your  road  were  selling  in  the 
market  at  a  price,  that  upon  the  whole  would 
realize  over  $6,000,000.  One  who  has  been 
in  a  position  to  understand  what  has  been 
done,  has  asserted  "That  no  such  financial 
success  ha*  been  wrought  out  of  such  finan- 
cial ruin  in  all  New  England." 

We  cannot  too  highly  appreciate  the  bene- 
fits that  have  resulted  to  the  State  of  Vermont 
from  this  R.  R.  line.  Ami  not  only  to  Yt  ,  but 
to  New  England,  New  York,  and  the  whole 

*  Lensed  to  the  Vermont  Cfiitr.it  atul  Canada  lv.nl- 
roadst,  Jau.  1,  IB71,  for  20  years. 


1120 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


-.-  ..-.!  uch  asa"  country  fertile  in  the  I 

i  r  l^y.i  !  of  agriculture,  and  rich  in  min- 
er*' ••"  3  penetrated  and  rendered  accessible 
?    til  seasons  of  the  year.    Too  much  credit 

./  >t  be  given  to  its  early  projectors ;  their 
jrs  were  great;  their  struggles  were  unre- 
aitting  but  their  success  wa3  grand.  It  is 
difficult  to  compute  the  advantage  to  a  coun- 
try thus  suddenly  opened  to  the  world,  but  it 
is  an  old  rule  of  political  economy  that  the 
construction  of  a  rail  road  will  eventually 
add  five  times  its  cost  to  the  value  of  property 
through  which  it  runs. 

Of  the  Geology  of  the  couatry  through 
which  the  R.  R.  is  laid,  were  there  time 
at  my  present  writing  or  space  in  this 
volume,  I  would  like  to  enter  into  a  de- 
scription. I  would  like  also,  to  record  some 
of  the  many  interesting  incidents  connected 
with  its  early  building  progress,  the  obstruc- 
tions that  were  encountered,  the  wonderful 
rocky  formations  that  were  excavated  and 
the  interesting  discoveries  made,  among  which 
was  the  fossil  tooth,  weighing  about  3  lbs. 
and  supposed  to  be  the  tooth  of  an  elephant, 
found  in  October,  184S,  in  Mt.  Holly  several 
feet  below'  the  surface  of  the  ground  in  mak- 
ing an  excavation.  And  also,  the  large  bone 
or  tusk,  4  feet  in  length,  shortly  after  found 
near  the  same  place.  But  for  the  present  I 
may  only  say  prosperity  attend  the  Rutland 
Railroad,  and  all  others  in  the  Staie. 

Rutland,  Jan.  15,  1S76. 

THE  BEAUTY  OF  EUTLASD. 

"Burleigh"  speaks  thus  pleasantly  of  Rut- 
land. 

There  are  few  towns  in  New  England 
more  beautiful  than  Rutland.  The  lay  of 
the  place  is  delightful.  The  hotels  are  new 
and  first-class.  Handsome  churches  adorn 
the  town  An  air  of  elegance  and  thrift  is 
impressed  on  all  things.  Marble  is  plenty 
as  coals  at  Newcastle.  The  pavements,  cross- 
walks and  ways  are  paved  with  this  aristo- 
cratic material.  A  few  years  ago  Gen.  Bax- 
ter made  a  purchase  of  some  quarries,  and 
the  price  he  gave—}  20,000 — induced  his 
friends  to  believe  that  he  needed  a  guardian. 
But  the  purcha-e  proved  a  splendid  invest- 
ment for  himself  and  all  who  were  associated 
with  him.  Rutland  is  but  a  specimen  of  the 
towns  and  villages  that  lie  thickly  studded 
along  the  whole  route  from  Boston  to  Sara- 
toga. 


ilAJOR   LEVI  G.  KI>"G3LEY 

began  his  army  life  in  the  first  regiment  a? 
Second  Lieutenant  of  Co.  K,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  served  during  the  three  months'  term. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  12th  Vermont 
he  was  elected  its  major,  receiving  his  com- 
mission Sept.  26,  1862.  In  this  capacity  he 
won  the  unbounded  esteem  of  all  the  soliiers, 
and  was  mustered  out  July  14,  1563.  The 
Major  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  the  village  of  Rutland. 

COL.  EEDFIELD  PEOCTGE, 

of  Rutland,  began  his  career  in  the  army 
as  quartermaster  of  the  Third  Vermont  regi- 
ment, enlisting  from  Cavendish  and  receiving 
his  commission  June  19,  1861.  He  was 
promoted  to  Major  of  the  Fifth  regiment 
Sept.  25,  1861,  vice  L.  A.  Grant,  promote*! 
He  served  in  this  position  until  July  11, 
1S62,  when  he  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  loth  Vermont 
regiment  of  nine  months'  men  he  was  elected 
its  Colonel.  He  showed  marked  firne-s  for 
command,  and  was  honored  and  respected  by 
all.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  reg  .r.en: 
Aug.  25,  1863.  He  then  took  up  his  residence 
in  Rutland,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Rutland 
in  1867,  and  '63,  and  made  a  capable  and 
valued  legislator. 

COL.  WHEELOCK  G.  VEAZEY, 

of  Rutland,  entered  the  army  as  Captain  of 
Co.  A.  3rd  Vt.  Regiment,  enlisting  from 
Springfield,  where  he  was  then  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law.  He  received  his  cap- 
tain's commission  May  21,  1861,  and  was 
promoted  to  Major  of  the  regiment,  Aug. 
10,  1861,  and  three  days  thereafter  promoted 
to  Lieut.  Colonel.  In  this  capacity  he  ser- 
ved with  credit  until  Sept.  27,  1S62.  w»_ien, 
upon  the  organization  of  the  16th  Vt.  Reg- 
iment, he  was  elected  its  Colonel,  lu  com- 
mand of  this  regiment  he  distinguished  him- 
self at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  was 
mustered  out  with  the  regiment  at  the  ei;  i- 
ration  of  the  nine  months  terra,  Aug  10.  18'  5. 
Soon  after  his  retirement  from  the  army  he 
removed  to  Rutland,  where  he  now  re- idea 
in  the  profession  of  the  law.  Col.  Veatey  has 
represented  his  county  in  the  State  S< ite. 
He  was  commander  of  the  reunion  forces,  «it 
the  first  reunion  in  Rutland  in  1873. 


SHERBURNE. 
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SHERBURNE. 

BY  HON.  DANIEL  T.  TATLOR. 

Sherburne  is  a  post  town  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Rutland  county.  It  is  in  lat.  43°  38',  and  long. 
4°  15',  and  is  bounded  X.  by  Stockbridge,  E. 
by  Bridgewater,  S.  and  W.  by  Mendon.  It  lies 
22  miles  N.  W.  from  Windsor,  and  9  X.  E.  from 
Rutland.  It  was  chartered  to  Ezra  Stiles  and 
Benjamin  Ellery,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  by  the 
name  of  Killington,  July  7,  1761,  containing 
23,040  acres.  A  tract  of  land  called  Parker's 
Gore  lying  between  this  township  and  Bridge- 
water  was  annexed  to  it  Nov.  4,  1822.  It  was 
surveyed  and  lotted,  into  70  equal  shares,  by 
Simeon  Stevens,  in  1774.  The  settlement  was 
commenced  in  1735,  by  Isaiah  Washburne. 

The  town  was  organized  in  1794.  Albro 
Anthony  was  the  first  town  clerk,  and  John 
Anthony  the  first  representative.  A  Congre- 
gational church  was  formed  here  March  26, 
1S23,  but  there  was  no  meetinghouse  nor  settled 
minister  at  that  time.  Quechee  river  origin- 
ates near  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  town ;  and 
after  running  a  southeasterly  course  7  miles 
enters  Bridgewater.  There  are  several  tributa- 
ries to  tlits  river  which  are  sufficiently  large  for 
mills.  There  are  3  natural  ponds  here,  cover- 
ing about  10  acres  each.  From  one  of  these 
issues  a  stream  called  Thundering  Brook,  in 
which  is  a  considerable  fall. 

This  township  is  very  mountainous  and  bro- 
ken, except  a  narrow  strip  along  Quechee  river, 
where  there  is  some  very  good  interval.  The 
celebrated  summit  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
called  Killington  Peak,  is  situated  in  the  south 
part,  and  is  3,924  feet  above  tide  water. 

There  are  in  town  8  schools,  1  store,  2  tav- 
erns, and  4  sawmills. 

STATISTICS  OF  1840. 

Horses  82,  cattle  625,  sheep  1450,  swine  217, 
wheat,  bushels,  686,  barley  153,  oats  1787,  rye 
216.  buckwheat  602,  indian  corn  762,  potatoes 
12,245,  hay  1,295  tons,  sugar  6,970  lbs.,  wool 
4,257  lbs..    Population  498. 

The  foregoing  is  copied  from  the  history  of 
Vermont  by  Zadoc  Thompson,  and  was  proba- 
bly written  by  Albro  Anthony. 

The  name  of  Killington  was  changed  to 
Sherburne,  November  4,  1S00. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Killington,  who 
were  the  active  leading  men  in  town  in  its  early 
history,  were  the  Anthonys,  the  Woods,  the 
Fullers,  and  the  Eastabrooka. 

JOHN  ANTHON'Y, 

Father  of  John  Jr.,  Albro,  Joseph,  Samuel,  and 


several  daughters,  removed  from  Newport.  R. 
I.  The  family  were  well  educated,  pos^/ssed. 
a  good  library,  of  which  they  were  diii^ent 
readers,  and  probably  moved  in  the  first  society 
in  their  native  town.  The  children  of  Albro 
and  Samuel  removed  to  Illinois.  WflKam  C. 
Anthony,  son  of  Albro  A.,  studied  medicir.e  and 
is  practising  in  his  profession  in  Princeton.  El. 

JOSIAH  WOOD,  SEN'IOR, 

Was  in  the  French  war,  and  also  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  son,  Josiah,  Jr..  was  torn 
in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  in  Jan.,  1773.  When  he 
was  11  years  old  the  family  removed  to  Hart- 
land,  Vt.,  on  to  a  farm  given  to  his  rnorh-r  by 
Jonathan  Woods,  her  father.  The  title  did  not 
prove  good,  and  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
farm,  and  removed  to  Killiugton,  to  the  farm 
which  is  marked  by  their  present  resting-;  h*.ce, 
a  small  cemetery  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
enclosed  by  a  stone  wall,  marble  posts  and  iron 
gate,  with  a  monument  of  marble,  ere::-:-!  :o 
mark  the  last  resting-place  of  this  Wood  family. 
Charles  Clement,  Esq.,  of  Centre  Rutland,  fenc- 
ed the  ground  and  erected  the  monur.:er.r.  to 
show  his  respect  for  the  Wood  family,  of  v.  :..  'a 
his  wife  is  the  only  remaining  member  resid- 
ing in  Vermont. 

Josiah  Wood  Jr  married  Judith  Woodbury, 
born  in  Sutton,  Mass.,  the  night  of  the  battle 
of  Lexington.  He  built,  and  lived  on  what  U 
known  as  the  Wood  farm,  till  his  death.  They 
lived  together  more  than  61  years,  had  1 :  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  are  now  living,  a^.  i  ail 
of  whom  have  their  homes  in  the  West,  except 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Clement. 

The  untiring  industry  and  strict  economy  of 
Mr.  Wood  would  have  secured  for  him  an  abun- 
dance for  his  declining  years,  but  for  his  heavy 
losses  in  building  roads.  He  was  largely  in- 
terested in  building  the  turnpike  road  through 
Sherburne,  from  Bridgewater  to  Rutland,  a:;  i  to 
him.  more  than  to  any  other  man,  was  tb°  suc- 
cess of  that  road  due. 

When,  in  the  war  of  1S12,  the  call  came  for 
volunteers  to  resist  the  enemy  at  Plattsburg,  he 
responded  with  alacrity.  He  was  on  his  '..<  rse 
and  rode  away  for  the  scene  of  conflict,  in  i  ilf 
an  hour  after  the  call.  lie  was  absent  I  JFO 
weeks. 

PARK  WOOD, 

Son  of  Josiah.  was  a  graduate  of  Union  Col- 
lege; studied  law  and  engatred  in  pfrartfea  in 
Pekin,  111.  Jan.,  1  S:i_>,  lie  commenced  a  j  an  •  y 
to  Chicago.  When  about  4i>  miles  west  of(  hi- 
cago  ho  was  seen  by  an  [ndian  erossii  g  E  K 
River  on  the  ice  ;  his  horse  broke  throng '•,  aad>< 
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they  both  struggled  some  time  in  the  water,  but 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  shore,  when  the  man 
crept  to  9  tree  and  leaned  against  it.  After 
some  days  the  Indian  gave  this  account  to  the 
Indian  agent,  who  sent  a  person  to  the  place  ; 
they  found  a  man  had  died  there,  and  learned 
his  name  from  his  papers.  The  firmly  can 
never  know  how  far  this  account  was  true.  The 
manner  of  his  death  was  intensely  painful  and 
a  life-long  sorrow  to  the  family.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  talent,  and  promised  to  be  a  useful  mem- 
ber of  society,  and  a  blessing  to  the  world. 

Gaius  P.  Wood,  Josiah's  youngest  brother, 
was  born  in  Killington,  March,  1799;  studied 
medicine  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Bowen  ;  prac- 
tised in  Bridge  water  several  years;  removed  to 
"Washington,  111.,  in  1835,  where  he  still  con- 
tinues the  practice  of  medicine. 

RUSSELL  T.  GOODWIN" 
Resided  in  Sherburne  from  an  early  age ;  stud- 
ied medicine,  practised  a  few  years  in  Vermont, 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1831,  where  he  continues  J 
the  practice  of  his  profession.     He  married  a  j 
daughter  of  Josiah  Wood,  aud  resided  in  the 
town  of  Dundee. 

Asa  Briggs  lived  in  Sherburne  Hollow  when 
the  town  was  thinly  settled. 

Bears  were  very  plenty  at  that  time.  While 
traveling  one  day.  upon  the  west  mountain,  in  j 
the  fall  of  the  year,  he  caught  a  cub  or  young  i 
bear  in  his  hand?.    He  was  closely  pursued  by  J 
the  mother,  and  defended  himself  with  his  cane,  j 
He  would  drive  bruin  up  a  tree,  and  then  run  j 
with  the  cub,  until  he  would  again  have  to  j 
defend  himself  from  the  attack  of  his  pursuer,  j 
Being  a  tall,  powerful  man,  he  succeeded  in  j 
bringing  home  the  cub.    He  was  domesticated  j 
sufficiently  to  be  admitted  to  the  kitchon;  when  j 
he  sought  winter  quarters,  and  crawled  into  a  . 
large  trough,  hewed  out  of  a  log,  that  stood 
partuvm  a  temporary  shed.  The  storms  of  wia-  j 
ter  came,  his  bed  was  covered  with  snow  and  j 
ice,  and  he  was  completely  frozen  in.  During 
the  winter  Mr.  Briggs  had  visitors  that  wished  | 
to  see  tho  occupant  of  the  trough  in  the  wood-  j 
shed.    He  succeeded  in  removing  him  from  his  j 
icy  bed,  carried  him  into  the  house  and  warm- 
ed him  by  the  fire.    His  bearship  walked  about 
the  house,  but  was  very  cross  at  being  dis- 
turbed, in  the  midst  of  his  winter's  slumber,  and 
returned  to  his  resting  place  to  await  the  re- 
turn of  spring.     The  writer  never  saw  Mr.  | 
Briggs,  but  has  heon  assured  by  the  inhabitants  i 
that  were  resident  citizens  of  the  town,  at  tho  j 
time,  that  tho  foregoing  story  is  truo. 


SLACK  &  DERBY 

Are  merchants ;  their  store  is  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  occupying  the  same  building  for- 
merly owned  by  the  American  Protective  Un- 
ion, Division  719,  which  was  successfully  man- 
aged by  Otis  Walker,  Agent,  for  nearly  11 
years.  Few  union  stores  succeeded  better  than 
this  Division.  Its  success  was  mainly  due  to 
the  honesty  and  uprightness  of  its  agent,  and 
the  uniform  management  of  the  officers  ;  the 
same  board  of  directors  holding  office  from  first 
to  last,  with  the  exception  of  one  change  being 
made  when  Anson  Wheeler,  one  of  the  direct- 
ors, sold  his  farm  and  removed  from  town,  Silas 
Colton  being  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The 
directors  were  John  Johnson,  L.  H.  Hodgman, 
Richard  Eastabrooks,  Silas  Colton  and  D.  W. 
Taylor.  President  John  Johnson,  recording 
financial  secretary  L.  H.  Hodgman,  vice  presi- 
dent Warner  Bates,  treasurer  Daniel  W.  Tay- 
lor. There  were  24  members  that  received 
SI 40  each  for  $3  paid  in  to  become  members. 
There  were  no  dividends  made  nor  assessments 
levied,  until  the  property  was  sold  and  business 
closed. 

There  was  au  Indian,  named  John,  that  had 
a  camp  in  Killington,  who  was  very  friendly  to 
the  whites.  When  short  for  lead  he  would 
borrow  of  the  pale  faces,  and  return  to  them 
lead  that  had  the  appearance  of  being  cut  with 
his  hatchet  from  a  mine.  The  men  used  to  say 
to  him,  they  would  follew  him  and  find  whero 
he  got  his  lead.  He  promised,  if  they  did,  to 
punish  them  with  a  bullet  from  his  rifle.  They 
finally  got  a  promise  from  John  that  he  would 
tell  them  where  to  find  the  lead  before  he  went 
to  the  happy  hunting  ground  ;  and  in  his  last 
hours  he  tried  to  fulfil  his  promise,  but  he  was 
so  fir  gone  that  he  could  not  make  himself  i>u- 
dorstood.  There  has  been  much  time  spent  in 
trying  to  find  the  load  mine,  without  success. 

The  town  of  Sherburne  furnished  her  full  quo- 
ta of  soldiers  to  aid  in  putting  down  the  rebels. 
The  men  were  furnished  promptly.  When  the 
war  closed  the  town  had  a  credit  of  two  men 
above  all  calls.  The  men  were  principally  res- 
ident, native  born  citizens,  went  to  the  front  for 
a  purpose:  not  for  the  sake  of  pay  and  to  desert 
the  first  opport unity. 

Sherburne  paid  more  than  $13,500  in  boun- 
ties to  her  soldiers,  raising  the  larger  part  of 
the  money  by  tax,  at  the  time  it  was  used,  leav- 
ing tho  town  comparatively  nee  from  debt. 
The  town  furnished  70  soldiers,  17  of  them  did 
not  live  to  see  tho  war  closed. 


SHERBURNE. 
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Names. 
Wood,  Milton  G. 
Newton,  Oscar  S. 
Hadley,  Daniel  P. 
Maxharn,  Azro 
Wilson,  Richard  W 
Demarv,  Darius  G-. 
Friuk,  Orville  T. 
Wyman,  Arzell 
Ereck,  George  R. 
Parker,  George  A. 
Wilson,  Charles  H. 
Wilson,  Hiram  H. 
Frink,  Joel  S. 
Evans,  Alonzo 

Madden,  Alonzo,  wag'r  27  Dec. 
Newton, Edgar  L.  corp'l  20  Dec. 
Spauldiug,  Albert  L.  35  Feb. 
Stevens,  Amasa  30  Nov. 

Willard,  Henry  18  Jan. 

Willard,  Oliver  45  Jan. 

Wilson,  Lucius  W.       18  June 
Hutchins,  Geo.  G.  lieut  29  Jan. 
Clark,  Warren  S.         18  Nov. 
Tavlor,  John 
Spafford,  John  W. 


Mav  20,  1801  B 
Aug.  15,  1«04  I 
June    I,  1801  F 
F 

»  f 
Aug.  29,  1861  D 


'62. 


Shedd,  Charles  D.  42 
Mead,  Cyrus  H.  21 
Barnes,  John  R.  serg't  41 


Barr,  Davidson  M 
Holt.  Henry  11.  wag'r 
Adams,  Leonard  B. 
Hastings,  Albert  S. 
Ordway,  Myron  L. 


Bates,  Oren  W.  28 
Bates.  Walker,  corp'l  18 
Golron,  Henry  F.  serg't  19 
Doubleday,  William  O.  41 


Hadley,  John  F. 
Manly,  Lauriston  E. 
Sawyer,  Simon  F. 
Stone.  Horace  P. 
Taylor,  Josiah  0. 
Turner,  John  P. 
While  Enoch  E. 
Conway,  Daniel  capt 
Brown,  John 
Withington,  John  II. 
Whitehill,  Moses  corp 
York,  George  W. 
Town,  William 
Cummin gs  George  S. 
West,  Lorenzo  6. 
Baird,  Edward  J. 
Goodrich,  Alson  S. 
Casavan,  Frank  L. 
Casavau,  John  M. 


SOLDIERS  FURNISHED  BY  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBURNE. 
Age.  Duteofehlistm't.  Co.  Rg't.  Remarks. 

Mustered  out  Aug.  15,  1861. 
Mustered  out  May  25,  '05. 
Re-enlisted  Dec.  21,  '63. 
Mustered  out  July  27,  '64.  . 
Killed  at  Lee's  Mills,  April  16, 
Died  March  27,  '62 

Deserted  February  14,  '62.  [Oct.  1,  '64. 

Sick  in  Gen.  Hospital  June  26,  '64;  discharged 
Pro'd  serg't  June  1,  '64;  ruus'dout  Oct.  15.  '04. 
Re-enlisted  Feb.  9,  '64;  must  d  out  June  26.  :65. 
Promoted  corporal;  re-enlisted  Dec.  15,  '63. 
Died  in  hospital  Oct.  14,  :62. 
Mustered  out  June  19,  '65. 
Died  July  22,  '02. 
Discharged  Aug.  21,  '63. 
Died  Nov.  21,  r62. 
M'n.   Died  August  22,  '62. 
Died  August  23,  '62. 
Discharged  Feb.  25,  '63. 
Died  June  11,  '63. 
Re-enlisted  Feb.  15,  '64. 

Prom,  serg't — do.  to  2d  lieu't  February  20,  '64. 
Disch'd  June  16,  '62;  enlis'd  vet.  res'v'd  corps. 
9  Transf'd  to  veteran  resorved  corps  July  1,  '04. 
9  Died  September  5,  '62. 
9  Murtered  out  June  13,  '65. 

10  Deserted  Dec.  15,  '02. 

11  Disc'ged  July  18,  '03.  [must'd  out  May  13,  '65. 
Pro'd  serg't  June  23,  '64 ;  pr'n'r  An'v'l  11  mo's ; 
Died  in  gen'l  hosp'l  June  20,  '64.  [June  24.'65. 
Sick  in  gen'l  hosp'l  Aug.  31,  '64;  tranfd  to  com. 
Died  Jan.  15,  '05  ;  buried  in  Sherburne. 
Sick  g  h  Aug.  31,  '46;  trausf 'd  Co.  June  24,  '65. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  NINE  MONTHS. 

Sept  10  1862  H  14  Mustered  out  July  30,  '63. 

"  "  "  [in  Sherburne. 

"  "  "  Died  February  9,  '63,  at  Washington— buried 
"  "  "  Died  of  wounds  received  at  the  Dattle  of  Get- 
"        "       »     Mustered  out  July  30,  '03.  [tysburgh. 


Sept.  23,     "  G 
Aug.  31,     "  G 
Sept.  25,     "  C 
Sept.  25,  " 
Sept.  24,  " 
Sept.  30,    "  1 
21  Aug.  21,  1864 II 
21  Dec.  23,  1861  D 
10,    »  H 
7,    »  H 

13.  1862  H 
16,  1861  B 

9,  1862  D 

14,  "  D 
21,  "  H 
10,  "  E 
25,  1861  G 

27  June  17,  1802  B 
23  June  29,     "  D 


Aug. 
Aug. 
July 
July 
July 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1804  B 
1S02  C 
"  H 


32  Dec. 


25 
4 

30,  " 

24  " 

21,'  " 

9,  1863 

3,  " 

6,  " 


27 
28 
44 
44 
26 
30 
21 


July  6, 
18  July  1, 
33  June  13, 

25  Feb.  9, 
32  Dec. 
23  Nov. 
VJ  Aug. 
21  Jan. 

26  Dec. 
31  Dec. 
18  Dec. 
18  ' 


1864 


-  >» 
**,» 
it 

I  17 


"  G  17 
1861  H  2 


'64 
'62 
'63 
'63 
'63 


E  2 
1  bat 
3  bat 
3  bat 
3  bat 


Died  in  service ;  date  not  given ;  buried  in 
Mustered  out  July  11,  '65.  [Sherburne. 


Killed  at  Petersburgh,  Ya.,  April  2,  '65. 

ss  Mustered  out  Dec.  31,  '64. 
ss  Died  Jan.  18,  '62. 
ss  Mustered  out.  •> 

Mustered  Feb.  18,  '02  ;  discharged  Nov.  18,'62, 
Must'd  out  Juno  15,  '65.   [by  Ua'&C  U.  S.  Art  y. 


Hadley,  Dan'l  P.  lifer 
Wilson,  Charles  H. 
Wilson,  Lucius  W. 
Hutchins,  George  G. 


Dec. 

Dec. 
Feb. 


32  Jau. 


RE-ENI  ISTED. 

Transferred  to  Co.  B,  July  25,  '64;  must'd  out 
Wou'd  ;  absent  since  Aug,  21,  '64.    [July  11.'*'  '• 
Promoted  to  corporal  May 
Prom.  1st  Lt.  Feb.  23,  '05  ; 


21,  'tv\  [1605. 
must'd  out  June  23, 


VOLUNTEERS 
21,    '03    F  3 

15,  '63  C  6 
15,  rG4  H  7 
6,   '04  E  8 

VETERAN  RESERVED  CORPS, 

George  Downe,  Daniel  Forg\ison,  George  Forbes,  Matthew  C 
Forbes,  Michael  Logan,  Patrick  Moran,  furnished  under  drafi,  paid  commutation;  Nathan  C 
Adams,  Richard  D.  Eatabrooks,  Edwin  11.  Gates,  Mtlo  J.  Moore. 


Warren  S.  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy 
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Were  I  to  attempt  to  make  a  distinction,  and 
award  to  any  of  our  noble  soldiers  the  meed 
of  praise,  I  should  not  know  where  to  begin, 
but  would,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  extend  to  them 
our  sincere  thanks. 

Daniel  W.  Taylor  was  first  selectman  in 
Sherburne  during  the  years  lS63-'y4-'65;  the 
quotas  of  the  town  were  filled  by  him,  almost 
exclusively.  To  fill  one  quota  of  7  men  he 
pledged  and  paid  $780,  to  7  soldiers,  above 
what  the  town  had  authorized.  A  town  meet- 
ing was  afterwards  called,  to  raise  the  money 
that  had  been  expended,  to  furnish  the  requi- 
site number  of  men,  to  save  the  .town  from 
draft ;  every  voter  present,  except  one,  voted  to 
raise  the  money.  The  annexed  letter  from  tho 
Provost  Marshal  shows  how  the  work  was  done. 
Provost  Marshal's  Office,  1st  District,  Vermont  : 

Rutland,  April  19th,  1864. 
Daniel  W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Sherburne,  Vt., 

Sir:  Your  communication  respecting  quota 
of  Sherburne  is  received.  The  credits,  as  they 
appear  in  our  announcement  of  quotas,  under 
date  of  April  14th,  include  all  reported  up  to 
the  12th  inst.  Those  mustered  on  or  3ince  that 
date  have  not  yet  been  reported,  but  will  be 
passed  to  your  credit  as  soon  as  proper  returns 
are  received.  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  escape  from  the  draft,  under  this  last 
call.  Sherburne  has  done  her  work  well,  and 
completely. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  your  ob't.  serv't. 

C.  R.  Crane. 
Capt.  Provost  Marshal. 


SHREWSBURY. 

BY  CHARLES  W.  HEMENWAY,  OF  LUDLOW. 

Shrewsbury  lies  in  the  south-east  part  of 
Rutland  county;  lat.  43°  31'— long.  4°  11'; 
bounded  N.  by  Men  don,  E.  by  Plymouth,  S.  by 
Mount  Holly  and  Wallingford,  W.  by  Claren- 
don— 9  miles  S.  E.  from  Rutland ;  W.  from 
Windsor  30  miles.  The  Rutland  and  Burling- 
ton railroad  runs  through  the  S.  W.  corner  of 
tho  town ;  railroad  station  at  Cuttingsviile. 

The  town  was  chartered  Sept.  4,  17  61,  by 
Benning  Wentworth,  governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, under  George  IIL  This  township  lies 
mostly  on  the  Green  Mountain  range :  the 
eastern  part  is  very  much  elevated.  In  the 
northern  part  is  Shrewsbury  Peak,  one  of  the 
highest  of  the  Green  Mountains — some  4000 
feet  above  tide  water.  The  so;l  is  very  fertile, 
well  adapted  to  grass,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes. 

It  is  quite  a  noted  dairy  town.  Shrewsbury 
butter  brings  as  high  a  price  as  that  of  any 
town  in  tho  State. 

MilLRivor  runs  through  tho  S.  W.  part  of 
tho  town,  and  is  large  enough  fur  ^oud  water 


privileges,  of  which  there  are  many  that  are 
not  occupied.  Cold  River  runs  through  the 
north  part  of  the  town.  There  are  several 
mills  on  this  stream — sawmills  and  a  gristmill. 

Roaring  Brook,  one  of  the  head  tributaries 
of  Black  River,  heads  on  the  mountain,  above 
I  John  Russell's,  and  flows  easterly  through  the 
[  northeast  part  of  the  town,  thence  down  through 
I  a  deep  gorge  in  the  mountain,  and  empties  into 
Black  River,  near  Moses  Hall's  in  Plymouth. 

Sargent  Brook  heads  on  the  farm  of  li.  C. 
Johnson,  flows  southerly  down  to  Northam,  (a 
part  of  Shrewsbury  so  called]  thence  westerly, 
and  empties  into  cold  River,  near  HewetCs 
sawmill. 

Gould  Brook  heads  on  Shrewsbury  Peak,  flows 
westerly,  and  empties  into  Cold  River  near  Har- 
vey Sanders.  There  is  a  mineral  spring  called 
Sulphur  Spring,  near  the  mouth  of  Gould  Brook, 
the  waters  of  which  have  been  used  for  medic- 
inal purposes. 

There  are  two  considerable  ponds  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town — Ashley's  and  Peal's. 

The  pond  near  the  Willard  Johnson  farm  was 
bought  some  few  years  ago  by  a  Rutland  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  digging  peat  for  fuel. 
They  have  never  done  much  at  it. 

The  timber  is  mostly  beech,  birch,  maple, 
hemlock  and  spruce,  in  the  swamp,  with  some 
balsam  and  black  ash.  This  town  is  quite  noted 
for  making  maple  sugar;  but  there  is  but  lit- 
tle fruit  grown. 

The  old  Crown  Point  road  ran  through  the 
south  part  of  the  town.  Near  where  John 
Gibson  now  lives  was  an  Indian  and  British 
encampment.  Some  relics  have  been  found 
there — an  English  epaulet,  an  Indian  hatchet, 
&o.  The  road  ran  over  the  hill  by  Lyman 
Beverstock's,  and  out  by  Willard  Smith's. 

CAPT.  LEMUEL  WHITE 

Was  the  first  man  that  moved  into  town.  He 
came  from  Rockingham,  Vt ;  cleared  the  first 
land,  built  the  first  house  where  Willard  Smith 
now  lives.  He  was  captain  of  the  first  militia, 
kept  the  first  tavern,  was  the  first  representa- 
tive, and  could  neither  read  nor  write.  lie 
was  also  rather  a  peculiar  man.  Panning  tools 
were  not  so  plenty  in  those  days,  but  that  peo- 
ple had  to  borrow  from  one-an  other.  A  Mr. 
A  Id  rich  sent  to  borrow  Cant.  White's  harrow. 
Capt.  White  told  the  man  that  if  Mr.  Aldrieh 
would  bring  his  land  there,  he  might  use  his 
hat  row.  At  one  time  the  British  were  foraging 
through  the  town;  they  slopped  at  Capt.  Lem- 
uel White's  and  turned  their  horses  into  his 
wheal  field. 
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NEHEMIAH  SMITH 

Came  from  Smithfield  in  1780.  There  is  an 
apple  tree  standing  near  the  house  where  Xapo- 
leon  Smith  now  lives,  and  in  good  bearing  con- 
dition, that  was  standing  when  he  came  to 
town  in  1780.  Capt.  Sanderson,  Samuel  Den- 
nis and  James  Robinson  were  among  the  first 
settlers.  James  Robinson  kept  the  first  store 
where  Alviu  Aldrich  now  lives. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  March  20, 
1781.  Lemuel  White,  moderator;  Aaron  Esty, 
town  clerk ;  Lemuel  White,  1st  selectman, 
Samuel  Benton,  2d,  Nehemiah  Smith,  3d  ;  Ben- 
edict Webber,  treasurer ;  Zebediah  Green,  con- 
stable;  Samuel  Benton,  1st  lister,  Joseph  Ran- 
dall, 2d,  William  Smith,  3d  ;  Samuel  Benton, 
grand  jury. 

In  1788  there  was  a  vote  taken  to  build  a 
pound  24  feet  square  inside.  8  feet  high,  to  be 
built  of  spruce  logs,  with  a  good  gate  with  lock 
on  it.  "  Voted,  to  let  the  man  build  it  that 
would  do  it  the  cheapest.  Esq.  Barney  built 
it  for  $  6,50." 

Capt.  Sanderson  came  from  Lunenburgh, 

Mass.,  in  1785;  Samuel  Dennis  came  from 
Hardwick,  Mass..  about  the  same  time.  The 
town  was  nearly  all  a  wilderness  at  this  period. 
There  were  bo  roads.  The  settlers  had  to  go 
by  marked  trees  for  roads.  Some  of  the  early 
settlers  had  to  go  to  Rockingham,  Yt.,  on  foot, 
nearly  40  miles,  and  bring  salt  home  on  their 
backs  for  their  families. 

JOHN  KTLBUfcN, 

An  early  settler,  came  to  Shrewsbury  from 
Walpole,  X.  H.  He  was  first  town  clerk,  and 
Cither  of  John  Kilburn,  Jr.,  who  held  the  office 
40  years.  The  following  story,  which  was 
often  told  around  the  old  Kilburn  fireside  in 
this  settlement,  we  clip  from  an  old  newspa- 
per: 

11  John  'Kilburn  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Walpole.  X.  H.  When  CoL  Benjamin  Bel- 
lows, (great  grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  W. 
Bellows  of  New  York,)  came  to  the  town,  he 
found  Kilburn  in  a  garrisoned  house  about  two 
miles  north  of  the  town.  In  the  summer  of 
1755,  (the  year  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  old 
French  war)  two  men  were  shot  by  Indians, 
Shortly  before  this  an  Indian  named  Philip  had 
visited  Kilburn's  house  in  a  friendly  way,  pre- 
tending to  bo  in  want  of  provisions,  lie  was 
supplied  with  flints  and  flour,  and  dismissed. 
It  was  ascertained  that  this  same  Indian  had 
visited  all  the  settlements  on  tho  river,  doubt- 
less to  procure  information  of  the  state  of  their 


defences.  Word  came  from  Governor  Shirley, 
thift  500  Indians  were  collecting  in  Canada, 
whose  aim  was  the  butchpry  of  the  whole  of 
the  white  population  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
Connecticut  River. 

Col.  Bellows  had  at.  that  time  about  30  men 
at  a  strong  fort  which  he  had  built  on  a  hill 
overlooking  the  Connecticut,  about  half  a  mile 
south  of  Kilburn's,  but  too  distant  to  afford 
him  any  aid.  About  noon  on  the  17th  of  Aug- 
ust,  1775,  Kilburn,  and  his  son  named  John,  in 
his  18th  year,  and  also  a  man  named  Peak, 
and  his  son,  were  returning  home  to  dinner 
from  the  field,  when  one  of  them  discovered 
the  red  legs  of  Indians  among  the  alders  "  as 
thick  as  grasshoppers."  The  white  men  in- 
stantly made  for  the  house,  fastened  the  doors, 
and  prepared  for  an  obstinate  defense.  Kil- 
burn's wife,  Ruth,  and  his  daughter  Hetty, 
were  already  in  the  house.  In  about  fifteen 
minutes  the  savages  were  seen  crawling  up  the 
bank  east  of  the  house,  and  as  they  crossed  a 
foot-path,  one  by  one,  197  were  counted;  — 
about  the  same  number,  it  afterwards  proved, 
remained  in  ambush,  but  soon  joined  the  at- 
tacking party. 

The  savages  appeared  to  have  learned  that 
Col.  Bellows  and  his  men  were  at  work  at  his 
gristmill,  about  a  mile  east,  and  they  intended 
to  waylay  and  murder  them  before  attacking 
Kilburn's  house.  The  Colonel  and  his  men 
were  now  returning  home  unsuspicious  of  dan- 
ger, when  the  dogs  began  to  growl  and  betray 
the  neighborhood  of  an  enemy.  The  Colonel, 
knowing  the  language  of  the  dogs  and  the  wiles 
of  the  Indians,  instantly  adopied  his  policy. 
He  directed  his  men,  tho  wing  off  the  meal,  to 
crawl  carefully  to  the  rise  of  land,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  top  of  the  bank,  to  spring  together  to 
their  feet,  give  one  whoop,  and  instantly  drop 
into  the  sweet-fern.  The  movement  had  the 
desired  effect  to  draw  the  Indians  from  their 
.ambush.  At  the  sound  of  the  whoop,  fancying 
themselves  discovered,  the  whole  body  of  the 
savages  rose  from  the  bushes  in  a  semicircle 
round  the  path  Col.  Bellows  was  to  have  fol- 
lowed. His  men  fired  upon  tho  Indian^,  who 
were  so  disconcerted  that  they  darted  into  the 
bushes  and  disappeared.  The  Colonel,  sensible 
of  his  unequal  force,  hurried  his  men  off  by  the 
shortest  cut  to  the  fort,  and  prepared  for  its  de- 
fence. 

Tho  Indians  finding  their  plan  defeated,  then 
determined  to  take  vengeance  upon  a  weaker 
party,  and  soon  appeared  on  the  eminence  east 
of  Kilburn's  house.     Hero  tho  same  treacher- 
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ous  Phillip,  who  had  visited  him  and  partaken 
of  his  hospitality  so  short  a  time  before,  came 
forward  under  the  shelter  of  a  tree,  and  sum- 
moned the  little  garrison  to  surrender.  "  Old 
John,  young  John,"  cried  he,  "  I  know  ye ; 
come  out  here.    We  give  you  good  quarters." 

Quarters!"  vociferated  old  Kilburn,  in  a  voice 
of  thunder,  "you  black  rascals!  begone,  or 
we  '11  quarter  you !"  It  was  a  brave  reply  for 
four  men  to  make  to  nearly  four  hundred. 

Philip  returned,  and  after  a  short  consulta- 
tion the  war-whoop  rang  out,  as  if,  to  use  the 
language  of  an  ear-witness,  "all  the  devils  in 
hell  had  broke  loose."  Kilburn  was  lucky  and 
prudent  enough  to  get  the  first  fire,  before  the 
smoke  of  the  battle  perplexed  his  aim,  and  was 
confident  he  saw  Philip  fall.  The  fire  from  the 
little  garrison  was  returned  by  a  shower  of 
balls  from  the  savages,  who  rushed  forward  to 
attack.  The  roof  next  to  the  eminence  from 
which  the  attack  was  made  was  a  perfect  rid- 
dle sieve.  Some  of  the  Indians  fell  at  once  to 
butchering  the  cattle  ;  others  to  a  wanton  de- 
struction of  the  grain  ;  while  the  larger  part 
kept  up  an  incessant  fire  at  the  house.  Mean- 
while Kilburn  and  hi3  men — aye,  and  his  wo- 
men— were  all  busily  at  work.  Their  powder 
they  poured  into  their  hats  for  greater  conven- 
ience; the  women  loaded  the  guns,  of  which 
they  had  several  spare  ones — all  of  them  being 
kept  hot  by  incessant  use.  As  their  stock  of 
lead  grew  short,  they  suspended  blankets  over 
their  heads  lo  catch  the  balls  of  their  enemy, 
which  penetrated  one  side  of  the  roof,  and  fell 
short  of  the  other.  These  were  immediately 
run  into  bullets  by  these  Spartan  women,  and 
before  they  had  time  to  cool  were  sent  back  to 
the  enemy  from  whence  they  came.  Several 
attempts  were  made  to  force  the  door ;  but  the 
unerring  aim  of  the  marksmen  within  sent 
such  certain  death  to  their  assailants,  that  they 
soon  desisted  from  their  efforts.  Most  of  the 
time  the  Indians  kept  behind  logs  and  stumps, 
and  avoided,  as  best  they  could,  the  fire  of  the 
little  Gibraltar.  The  whole  afternoon,  even 
until  sundown,  the  battle  continued — until,  as 
the  sun  set,  the  savages,  unable  to  conquer  so 
small  a  fortress,  discouraged  and  baffled,  for- 
sook the  ground,  and,  as  was  supposed,  return- 
ed to  Canada,  abandoning  the  expedition  on 
which  they  had  set  out.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  their  fatal  experience  here, 
through  the  matchless  defence  of  these  heroes 
and  heroines,  was  instrumental  in  saving  hund- 
reds of  the  dwellers  on  the  frontier  from  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  massacre. 


Seldom  did  it  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  set- 
tlers to  win  a  more  brilliant  crown  than  John 
Kilburn  earned  in  this  glorious  exploit.  Peak 
got  the  only  wound  of  his  party,  receiving  a 
ball  in  the  hips,  from  exposure  at  a  porthole ; 
which,  unhappily,  for  the  lack  of  surgical  care, 
caused  his  death  on  the  fifth  day.  The  Indians 
never  again  appeared  in  that  neighborhood, 
although  the  war  did  not  terminate  till  eight 
years  afterwards.  John  Kilburn  lived  to  see 
his  fourth  generation  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
civilization  on  the  spot  he  had  rescued  from  the 
savages.  "What  amount  of  destruction  he  and 
his  companions  had  made  among  the  savages  it 
was  impossible  to  tell,  as  they  carefully  carried 
off  and  concealed  their  dead." 

THE  FIRST  SCHOOL-HOUSE 

"Was  built  iu  the  woods,  near  Willard  Smith's. 
— made  of  logs.  Capt.  John  Kilburn  kept  the 
first  school.  The  first  sawmill  and  gristmill 
were  on  the  Sparhawk  farm. 

THE  FIRST  MEETINGHOUSE 

Was  built  in  1S05,  at  the  middle  of  the  town, 
where  the  church  now  stands.  The  church  at 
Cuttingsville  was  built  near  1840.  The  church, 
at  North  am  was  built  in  1840.  A  church  was 
organized  in  1815.  The  churches  in  this  town 
are  all  union  churches.  The  Rev.  James  Hud- 
son was  the  first  installed  minister  in  town  by 
the  Union  society.  Rev.  Noah  Johnson  and 
Rev.  Charles  Woodhouse  installed  him.  Rev. 
Moses  Winchester  was  installed  soou  after,  and 
drew  the  ministerial  land  for  the  Union  soci- 
ety.   It  was  not  an  organized  church. 

The  first  male  child  born  iu  town  was  Jona- 
than Smith,  son  of  Smith.     The  first 

female  was  Anna  White,  daughter  of  Lemuel. 
White.*  The  first  marriage  was  Abijah  Foster 
and  Fanny  Rogers,  June  1,  1790.  The  first 
death  was  Mrs.  Rebecca  Webber,  April  19,  1782. 

CUTTINGSVILLE 

Was  named  for  a  Mr.  Cutting,  one  of  the  first 
men  that  moved  to  Cuttingsville.  It  is  a  small 
village  situated  on  the  Rutland  and  Burlington 
Railroad,  9  miles  from  Rutland.  Mill  River 
runs  through  the  village,  which  contains  some 
.'55  dwelling-houses,  ]  church,  1  schoolhouse,  2 
stores,  1  tavern,  1  blacksmith  shop,  1  harness, 
shop,  1  tin-shop,  1  sawmill.  1  gristmill,  I  post- 
office,  one  millinery  shop  and  1  tailor's  shop. 
Some  35  years  ago  there  were  quite  extensive 
copperas  works  at  Cuttingsville,  that  employed 

*  The  Finney  family  alftQ  claim  the  sume  honor  for 
Anna,  dangntor  of  Nathan  Finuey,  am!  we  beliavc  cor- 
net ly. —  Ed. 
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some  50  meu.  The  ore  was  taken  from  the 
hill  just  east  of  the  village.  The  business  was 
not  profitable,  and  has  been  entirely  abandoned 
The  buildings  are  all  decayed  or  torn  down, 
and  nothing  left  to  be  seen  but  the  holes  in  the 
mountain  where  the  ore  was  taken  from. 

THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  TOWN 

Is  l-J-  miles  from  Cuttingsville,  where  there  is  a 
church,  postofBce,  sehoolhouse,  blacksmith's 
shop,  shoe-shop  and  cheese-factory. 

Nortbam,  another  ville  in  the  town,  is  4  miles 
from  Cuttingsville.  It  has  1  church,  a  school- 
bouse,  1  store,  a  postoffiee,  a  cheese-factory,  a 
jteam  sawmill,  blacksmith's  shop,  and  1  shoe- 
shop. — Ebenezer  Johnson  was  the  first  settler 
in  Northam. 

Cold  River,  some  2  miles  below  Northam, 
has  a  sawmill,  gristmill  and  steam-mill.  There 
are  in  the  whole  town  3  churches,  15  school- 
districts,  3  stores,  2  tailor's  shops,  1  millinery 
bhop.  3  blacksmith's  shops,  7  sawmills,  2  grist- 
mills, 7  coopers'  shops,  2  wheelwright's  shops, 
2  harness  shops,  1  tin  shop,  2  cheese  factories 
and  1  tray  shop. 

There  are  four  grave-yards  in  town  :  at  Cut- 
tingsville, the  Middle  of  the  town,  Northam 
and  the  East  part  of  the  town. 

STEPHEN  GLEASON, 

Was  born  in  "Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  9,  1783 ; 
married  Betsey  Curtis  of  Petersham,  Mass.,  in 
1806,  aud  moved  to  Shrewsbury  in  1S07.  He 
kept  store  and  tavern  many  years,  and  held  the 
office  of  postmaster  many  years  longer  than 
any  other  man  ever  held  it  in  town,  relative  to 
"which  I  have  just  received  the  following  from 
the  present  postmaster : 

"  Shrewsbury,  March  8,  1874. 
"  C.  W.  Hemenway,  Esq.  : 

"  Dear  Sir : — In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  have  examined  the  tabUs 
of  postoffices  in  my  office,  and  find  Stephen 
Gleason  was  postmaster  here  in  the  year  1811. 
How  long  he  had  held  the  office  then,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing.  His  name  appears  in 
all  the  postoffiee  tables  as  '  P.  M.'  from  1811, 
up  to  1846.  I  find  there  was  a  postoffiee  in 
town  called  Finneysville,  in  1825,  and  Levi 
Finney,  P.  M.  I  do  not  find  this  office  in  the 
tables  before  1825,  nor  later  than  3G.  I  think 
Stepheu  Gleason  was  the  first  postmaster  in 
town:    there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

"Anna  While  was  the  first  child  born.  I 
cannot  answer  your  question  in  regard  to  the 
Smiths. 

M  Respetfully  vours, 

"Wm.  F.  Morse.  P.  M." 
He  owned  a  large  farm,  kept  a  large  dairy, 
and  accumulated  a  handsome  property.  He 
died  Sept.  19,  1853,  agod  70  years.    H'ih  wid- 
ow is  still  (1874)  living,  in  her  80th  year.  She 


lives  with  her  son,  H.  C.  Gleason,  1£  miles  from 
Cuttingsville,  at  what  is  called  "The  Middle  of 
the  Town,"  on  the  old  homestead,  where  his 
father  lived  many  years.  H.  C.  Gleason  has 
held  a  good  many  offices  in  town — has  been 
representative,  and  is  called  the  richest  man 
in  town. 

REV.  MOSES  WINCHESTER 

Was  born  in  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  March  1. 
1798.  He  came  to  Shrewsbury  when  he  was 
18  years  old,  and  commenced  to  preach.  He 
was  a  Christian  minister.  He  did  not  have  a 
theological  education,  but  was  a  very  devoted 
Christian,  and  an  earnest  preacher.  He  was 
the  first  installed  minister  over  a  church  in 
town,  aud  drew  the  ministerial  land.  He 
preached  in  town  two  different  times,  and  was 
very  much  loved  by  the  people-  He  was  a  lit- 
tle peculiar  in  some  things.  At  one  time  he 
went  to  a  neighbor's*  tor  a  visit.  "When  they 
came  to  sit  down  to  tea,  the  lady  said  that  she 
had  nothing  fit  to  eat.  He  told  her  if  she  had 
nothing  fit  to  eat,  that  he  would  not  eac  any- 
thing; so  he  got  up  from  the  table,  and  went 
without  bis  supper. — He  died  March  6,  18(53. 

GRANTEES  OF  SHREWSBURY. 

Samuel  Ashley,  John  Wheeler,  Joel  Wheeler, 
Joseph  Ellis,  Gideon  Ellis,  Wdliam  Heaton, 
Nathan  Heaton,  Joseph  Wood,  Elijah  Dodge, 
Benjamin  Melvin.  Jr  Elijah  Alexander.  James 
Black,  Isaac  Savage,  Abraham  Savage.  Wil- 
liam English,  Ebenezer  Foster,  3eriah  Ward, 
Thomas  Beaumaa,  Abijah  Willard,  Abel  Wil- 
lard,  Samuel  Stevens,  Elijah  Grout,  Joel  Grout, 
Elijah  Dickinson,  Israel  Dickinson,  Reuben 
Belding.  Elijah  Dodge,  Moses  Melvin,  Gideon 
Ashley,  Samuel  Greeley,  Jonathan  Hubbard, 
Elisha  Marsh,  Joseph  Lord,  Joseph  Lord,  Jr., 
|  Jonathan  Hammond,  William  Smeed,  Jonathan 
Thayer,  Robert  Harris.  Phineas  Stevens,  Nathan 
Willard,  Levi  Willard.  Henry  Foster.  William 
Frink,  James  Putnam,  Dunk  Campbell.  Joseph 
Stone,  Joseph  Stone.  Jr.  Jason  Stone,  Sraiou 
Stevens.  Moses  Wright,  Jonathan  Ashley,  Phin- 
ehas  Ward,  Jr.,  David  Hawlett,  John  Downing^ 
Joseph  Newmark,  Joseph  Hammond,  Jonathan 
Haughton,  George  Walkins,  Benuing  Went- 
worth,  Sam  Ashley,  Jr.,  Ezra  Carpenter,  Clem- 
ent Sumner,  John  Frink. 

TOWN'  CLERKS 

Aaron  Esly.  John  B.  Phelps,  John  Kilburn, 
William  Gillchres,  Jr..  BLdtop,  .Trim  Kilburn,  Jr., 
held  the  office  -to  years;  El  jah  Holdeit,  Karry 
llolden,  Lowel  W.  Guernsey.  William  F.  Moiso„ 
S.  W.  Pike,  II.  0.  Gleason,  E.  0.  Aldiich. 
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TOWN  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Capt.  Lemuel  White.  Emanuel  Case,  William 
Marsh,  David  Holden,  Philemon  Adams,  Bar- 
tholomew Chadvviek,  John  White  Benjamin 
Needham,  Elijah  Holden,  John  Buckmaster, 
Harry  Holden,  Elisha  Johnson,  William  Math- 
erson,  William  B.  Brown,  David  B.  Jones,  John 
J.  Bowman,  Alvin  Johnson,  Allen  Barney, 
Daniel  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Lord,  H.  C.  Gleason, 
T.  G.  Foster,  E.  W.  Aldrich,  N,  B.  Smith,  Ly- 
man RusselL 

CONSTABLES. 

Zebediah  Green,  Lemuel  White,  Xehemiah 
Smith,  Elisha  Grant,  William  Clary,  J.  A.  Bar- 
nev,  ,T.  Bishop,  J.  Onion,  William  Marsh,  Jo- 
seuh  Barney,  A.  Jones,  Philemon  Adams  Rob- 
ert Reed,  Jonathan  Buckmaster,  J.  G.  Warner, 
Elijah  Jones,  Otis  G.  Jones,  E.  W.  Aldrich, 
Orrin  Knights,  Charles  Johnson,  John  Kinsman, 
Allen  Barney,  Samuel  F. -Smith,  A.  P.  Story, 
H.  F  Clark,  Amos  Pratt,  Allen  Sanderson,  B. 
B.  Aldrich,  Nathaniel  Lord. 

Judge  of  probate,  in  1861,  E.  Fisher. 

Lawyers,  E.  Fisher  and  Crosby. 

Doctors:  — Pettis.  —  Hoten,  Oliver  Guern- 
sey, —  Harvey,  —  Burroughs,  H.  Griswold,  0. 
B.  Marsh,  —  Edson,  —  Petersou.  L.  W.  Guern- 
sey, A.  E.  Horton,  G.  J.  Crowley. 

Graduates. — Ziba  Colburn,  teaching  (1870) 
in  the  west,  Edgar  Aldrich,  Principal  of  the 
High  School,  South  Woodstock. 

LONGEVITY 

The  old  people  of  Shrewsbury,  or  those  who 
died  aged  TO  years  and  upwards.  Nathaniel 
Aldrich,  aged  93  years,  Franklin  Gates  79,  Mrs. 
William  Webber  90,  Mrs.  Franklin  Gates  87, 
Moses  Colburn  90,  Jeffrey  A.  Barney  86.  Wil- 
liam Russell  90,  Abraham  Gilbert  71,  Nathan 
Russell  90,  Isaiah  Maynard  78,  Mrs.  Ziba  Al- 
drich 93,  Oliver  Dustin  82,  William  Webber  83, 
Mrs.  Oliver  Dustin  86,  Henry  Waterman  80, 
Martin  Dawson  76,  Mrs.  Martin  Dawson  75, 
William  Lincoln  80,  Mrs.  William  Lincoln  85, 
Mrs.  Alpheus  Persons  70,  Mary  Jones  77,  John 
Huntoon  88,  Mrs.  John  Huntoon  92,  George 
Fish  70,  Mrs.  George  Fish  83,  Jeremiah  Dow 

76,  Mrs.  Thomas  Campbell  76,  Mrs.  Stephen 
Moore  80,  Calvin  Robinson  74,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Robinson  80,  Mrs.  Rufus  Bucklin  74,  Mrs.  Job 
Waterman  75,  Mrs.  John  Daumel  75,  Thomns 
Knights  77,  Martin  Pratt  70,  Patrick  Phalen 

77,  John  Crapo  80,  Mrs.  John  Crapo  72,  Elijah 
Sherman  73,  Nathan  Smith  87,  Richard  Clark 
72.  David  Holden  74,  Mrs.  David  Holden  86, 
Mrs.  Abraham  Gibson  81,  Mrs.  Uriah  Cook  75, 


Mrs.  Ziba  Aldrich  87,  Mrs.  Lemuel  White  82, 
Mrs.  Nathan  Russell  73,  Polly  Lowis  84,  Capt. 
Nehemiah  Smith  86,  William  Lord  88,  Benja- 
min Needham  74.  Mrs.  Joseph  Kinsman  82, 
William  Smith  77,  David  Colburn  71,  William 
Hitt'74,  Mra  William  Hitt  80,  Jonathan  Col- 
burn 73,  Jonathan  Gwining  74,  Philemon  Ad 
ams  87,  Mrs.  Philemon  Adams  85,  Mr3.  Seth 
Sumner  86,  Ephraim  Pierce  79,  Eli  Pierce  71, 
Cyrus  Brown  73,  Mrs.  Cyrus  Brown  75,  Debo- 
rah Sargent  84,  Elijah  Holden  71,  Mrs.  Elijah 
Holden  81,  Laban  #«rtt  80,  Elisha  Johnson  81, 
Mrs.  Elisha  Johnson  81,  Mrs.  Phinehas  Page 
88,  Capt.  Sanderson  77,  Squire  Morse  71.  Con- 
stant Webber  83,  Mrs.  Moses  Colburn  74,  John 
Crapo  71,  Joseph  Fuller  71,  Mrs.  Israel  Balch 
81,  Ziba  Aldrich  86,  Luther  Graves  87,  Mrs. 
Luther  Graves  72,  Stephen  Gould  75,  Mrs.  Ste- 
phen Gould  72.  Esther  Case  86,  Joseph  Kins- 
man 82,  Simon  Gilman  70,  Mrs.  Simon  Gil- 
man  79.  Oliver  Guernsey  84,  Samuel  Sargent  85, 
Stephen  Gleason  70,  Pearl  Parker  S3,  John 
Buckmaster  70,  Joseph  Sanders  73,  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel Dennis  74,  Henry  Priest  74,  Mrs.  Henry 
Priest  79.  Phillip  Lord  73,  Mrs.  Phillip  Lord  79, 
Elisha  Johnson  76,  Mrs.  Elisha  Johnson  73,  Eb- 
enezer  Rhodes,  71,  Nathaniel  Russell  70,  Mrs. 
Nathaniel  Russell  80,  Abraham  Eaton  S3,  Mrs. 
Abraham  Eaton  89,  Jonah  Aldrich  72,  Mrs.  Jo- 
nah Aldrich  75,  Ajbrah am  Sapderaaa  76,  Tilly- 
Olds  73,  Mrs.  Tilly  Olds  77,  Jonathan  Finney 
74,  Chester  Gould  70,  Mrs.  Joseph  Kinsman  34. 
Mrs.  Hannah  and  Betsey  Aldrich  93  and  87. 

William  Adams,  who  has  lived  in  this  coun- 
try for  about  9  years,  died  in  Shrewsbury  July 
14,  1814,  aged  90  years  and  10  months. 

Samuel  Robinson,  of  Shrewsbury,  was  killed 
last  summer  (1874).      He  was  in  the  wooda 
drawing  timber,  and  his  horses  becoming  fright- 
ened at  something,  ran  away  and  killed  him. 
SUICIDES  AND  MURDER. 

There  have  been  three  suicides  in  town.  A 
Mrs.  Billiard  and  Newell  Johnson  hung  them- 
selves, aud  Caleb  Johnson  shot  himself. 

There  has  been  but  one  murder. —  Between 
the  Pluraley  and  Gilman  families  there  had  been 
a  feud  for  years.  They  had  generally  quarrel- 
led— had  lawsuits,  and  even  came  to  blows  be- 
fore But  one  day  in  the  spring  of  1So9,  Johu 
Oilman's  cattle  broke  into  Ziba  Plumley's  fiel  la 
Ziba  Plumley  and  his  two  sons,  Horace  and 
Frederick,  had  another  quarrel  over  it  with 
Gilman,  in  which  Horace  went  to  the  house  for 
a  gun  to  shoot  Gilman,  and  his  father  told  him 
to  shoot.    O  ilman  was  shot   Plumley  and  sons 
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were  immediately  arrested  and  brought  to  trial 
for  murder  at  the  Rutland  county  court.  Hor- 
ace was  convicted,  April  G,  '69,  of  murder,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hung.  His  sentence  was  com- 
muted, Nov.  16,  '69,  to  imprisonment  for  life — 
the  last  official  act  of  Governor  Stewart,  before 
the  expiration  of  his  office.  Z;ba  Piumley,  the 
father,  convicted  of  manslaughter,  was  sentenc- 
ed to  the  States  Prison  for  life;  and  Freder- 
ick for  20  years.  Frederick,  the  younger  broth- 
er, although  participating  in  the  murder,  had 
the  greatest  leniency  of  the  court  and  jury,  on 
the  argument  of  his  council  and  tact  in  his  be- 
half, that  he  was  about  half  underwitted.  It 
is  related,  that  the  night  after  their  sentence, 
they  were  talking  it  over  in  the  jail  aud  Fred- 
erick exulting  considerably  over  his  brother 
who  had  got  a  sentence  to  be  hung,  and  his 
father  of  imprisonment  for  life,  6aying  he 
thought  he  had  come  off  pretty  easy.  "  You 
do,  do  you  ?"  growled  the  old  man.  '*  I  should 
think  you  had !  tiventy  years  in  the  State  Pris- 
on, and  called  a  d — d  fool  by  them  at  that!" 

The  three  entered  the  State  Prison  together 
— the  father,  aged  69 ;  Horace,  42,  and  Fred- 
erick 29;  who  wa.s  pardoned  Oct.  10,  1874. 
The  father,  Ziba  Piumley,  died  of  apoplexy, 
Aug.  3,  1875,  aged  75 — as  our  correspondent 
writes,  "dropped  dead  while  feeding  the  hogs." 
Horace  is  still  (1876)  at  Windsor. 

ELISHA  JOHNSON 

Married  Olive  Ashley,  and  came  from  "Walpole, 
N.  H  ,  to  Shrewsbury.  He  was  one  of  the  ear- 
ly settlers.  They  had  10  children:  Olive,  Eli- 
sha,  Jr.,  David,  Josiah,  John,  Lucinda,  Rhoda, 
Daniel.  Caleb  and  Millard.  Olive  will  be  86 
the  9ih  of  April  next  (1876).  She  lives  with 
C.  W.  Hemenway,  who  married  her  niece  An- 
nis,  daughter  of  Daniel.    Elisha,  Jr.,  is  dead. 

DANIEL  JOHNSON, 

Son  of  Elisha,  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Oct. 
14,  1803,  on  the  farm  where  his  son  Holton  C. 
now  lives.  He  married  Julia,  daughter  of 
Moses  Colburn,  one  of  the  early  settlers.  They 
had  children  :  Annis,  Theophilus,  Caleb,  Loui- 
sa, Holtou,  Charles  deceased,  and  Gracia.  His 
wife  died  m  1848.  He  never  married  again. 
He  was  a  man  highly  esteemed,  and  held  many 
town  offices.  In  1800  and  'til  he  was  repre- 
sentative. In  '65  he  sold  his  old  farm  in 
Shrewsbury  to  his  son,  and  moved  to  Ludlow, 
and  from  thence  to  South  Woodstock,  where 
he  died  of  heart  disease,  July  30,  1 S75,  aged  72. 

He  was  buried  by  the  sido  of  his  Wife,  in 
Shrewsbury — the  spot  he  had  ever  loved  best 
His  epitaph  might  be  written:  "Avery  up- 


right and  honest  man,  and  a  friend  to  the 
poor." 

Mr.  Case,  another  of  the  earliest  settlers — 
had  the  honor  of  wearing  the  first  hat  made  in 
town.  It  was  called  a  palm-leaf  hat — but  the 
palm  was  elm  bark,  braided  in  the  way  of  the 
palm-kaf  ones  He  was  so  careful  of  his  hat 
tiiat  he  used  to  lay  it  upon  a  stump  while 
chopping  in  the  woods. 

BT  MRS.  B.  A.  M.YSOH. 
OBADIAH  BOLD  EN 

Was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  January  27,  1803, 
being  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  He  was 
a  man  of  quiet,  home-like  habits,  respected  by 
ali  who  knew  him,  for  his  strict  integrity  and 
honest  dealing,  ever  ready  to  help  the  unfortu- 
nate, and  always  had  a  cheerful  word  for  any  oc- 
casion. His  mind  conceived  in  youth  the  life  he 
would  be  able  to  live,  and  the  following  lines, 
found  in  his  possession  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
(September  5,  1871,)  are  a  true  type  of  his  life  : 

My  first  desire  is,  void  of  care  and  strife, 

To  lead  a  boft,  secure,  inglorious  life. 

A  country  cottage  near  a  crystal  flood, 

A  winding  valley,  and  a  lofty  wood. 

Happy  the  man,  who,  studying  Nature's  laws, 

Through  known  effects,  can  trace  the  secret  cause. 

And  happy,  too,  is  he  who  decks  the  bowers 

Of  sjf  Ivans,  aud  adores  the  rural  powers. 

ROBERT  RIPLEY, 

Son  of  Mr.  Jesse  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Ripley,  of 
Shrewsbury,  died  at  Camp  Roberts,  Barrancas, 
Fa.,  Sept.  28,  1863,  aged  18  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  Co.  I.  7th  Regiment  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers, and  died  of  injuries  received  by  the 
bursting  of  a  canon,  while  engaged  in  regu- 
lar target  practice.  For  ten  days  he  bore  hi3 
sufferings  with  heroic  fortitude,  and  died  in 
peace  and  resignation.  He  had  many  friends 
— was  highly  spoken  of  by  all,  and  very  much 
sympathy  was  felt  for  him  in  his  Regiment. 

In  memory  lives  the  Patriot  youth, 

All  honor  to  so  dear  a  name; 
Who  die  for  Freedom,  Right  and  Truth, 

Shall  shiue  upon  the  scroll  of  Fame. 

Our  Fathers  fought  and  Freedom  won, 
Forever  he  their  names  renowned; 

The  fight  renewed,  with  sire,  the  son 
Shall  be  with  brightest  glories  crowned. 

See  on  our  Conn  try's  altar  laid 

The  young,  the  str  ng,  the  truo,  the  brave; 
A  costly  sacrifice  is  made, 

Oar  suffering  Nation's  life  to  Bare. 

*  By  Rev.  H.  Eastman,  Methodist  Pastor,  at  the  time, 
in  Shrewsbury. 


1130 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  MRS.  MEECH,  WHO  WAS  BORN 
IS  SHREWSBURY  OVER  86  YEARS  AGO — (FEB- 
RUARY, 1873.) 

My  father  (  Nathan  Finney )  was  the  fifth 
man  who  settled  in  town  with  his  family — as  I 
h«ve  often  heard  him  say.  He  was  born  June 
28  1758.  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  I  think — 
it  might  have  been  Connecticut.  He  came  on 
first  with  a  party  of  young  men  (among  whom 
was  Jeflery  A.  Barney,  a  brother  of  my  mother's) 
to  clear  up  his  land ;  and  when  he  had  got  a  log- 
house  up,  he  went  back  to  New  Hampshire  and 
brought  up  his  young  wife  to  his  new  home  in 
the  •wilderness.  He  married  Urania  Barney. 
Their  children  were  Anna,  Hannah,  Lydia,  Levi, 
Alvin,  Cynthia  and  Nelson;  all  born  in  Shrews- 
bury. 

Father  was  a  large,  fine  looking  man,  quite 
tall,  with  sharp,  black  eyes.  He  dashed  right 
into  work  and  carried  aii  before  him.  He  built 
the  first  framed  house  in  town,  or  certainly 
the  first  in  our  pnrt  of  the  town.  I  was  a  little 
girl  when  we  moved  from  the  lo^-hou.se  into 
it.  It  was  a  handsome  house  for  the  times,  and 
painted,  I  think,  before  we  moved  in.  It  was 
painted  red.  lie  afterwards  built  on  additions 
and  opened  a  public  house — being  constantly 
pressed  to  give  entertainment  to  travelers. — 
So  many  used  to  drop  in  and  ask  to  stay  over 
night,  he  and  Mr.  Robinson  who  lived  above  us 
both  concluded  to  put  up  their  sign  Father 
got  prosperous  right  off.  Uncle  Jeff  Barney 
settled  at  first  on  Cold  river  opposite  my  father: 
my  father  had  the  land  on  one  side  and  he  on 
the  other;  but  he  afterward  moved  to  the 
east  part  of  the  town.  He  married  about  the 
same  time  as  my  father.  His  wife  was  an 
Aldrich,  and  her  parents  came  on,  I  think,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  did.  Uncle  Jeff  was  a 
good  live  man.  and  his  wife  a  smart  woman. 
They  had  quite  a  large  family.  I  used  to  go 
to  school  to  his  son  Nathaniel,  the  oldest  of  un- 
cle's children.  He  had  a  son  Allen  who  studied 
medicine  at  Castleton — located  to  practise  in 
New  York.  He  married  and  died  within  a  year 
from  the  time.  He  was  but  in  the  prime  of 
life — amiable,  enterprising,  much  loved.  His 
brother  Nicholas  to  not  so  smart.  Amherst  is 
the  only  one  of  them  now  living.  He  has 
raised  a  family  often  children,  all  of  whom  are 
married  and  living. 

My  father's  parents  came  to  spend  their  last 
days  with  him.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist,  church.  When  a  little  girl  I  remember 
Btanding  on  the  chamber  stairs  and  hearing 
grandfather  pray  before  he  wont  to  bed,  and 


wondering  what  he  prayed  for  GraudxotLer 
was  a  great  woman  to  talk  on  church  doc- 
trines.   She  would  sit  up  with  my  father,  per- 
haps twenty  nights  in  a  year  till  m:.:n:_'':.t  to 
1  argue  Calvinism  against  the  doctrines  of  Balkm 
i  who  used  to  preach  there  about  these  times, 
j  and  was  a  great  friend  of  my  father. 
J     Father's  parents  both  died  with  him.  Father 
I  had  a  brother  who  also  lived  in  Shrewsbury  a 
;  few  years — the  tallest  man  in  town — married 
j  and  soon  after  removed.    And  my  mother  had 
'  a  brother,  Dr.  Job  Barney,  who  settled.  I  th:Lk 
;  in  Shrewsbury.   I  remember  my  father  sending 
j  in  sickness  for  him  when  he  was  studying  med- 
icine, to  come  and  stay  with  U3  awhile.  He 
was  a  finished  doctor. 

My  mother's  parents  settled,  after  their  dausrh 
ter's  marriage,  in  Arlington.Tt.    J  recollect  tLe:r 
j  coming  to  visit  us.    My  grandfather  was  a 
'  nice,  large,  beautiful  man,  and  a- ways  Gre«ed 
i  handsomely.    He  had  the  smallest  scrimp  of  3 
i  wife,  with  the  homeliest  little  face  y~>u  evr-rsav.-; 
I  but  every  one  of  the  children  looked  iike  him. 
I     Grandfather  came  again  to  visit  us  betcre  I 
;  left  Shrewsbury.     He  was  ninety-five  at  this 
time.    He  was  gay  as  a  lark — had  a  tail,  rer 
feet  figure  as  ever  I  met  at  that  age — h:s  cheek 
rosy  as  a  woman's,  and  he  was  strictly  temper- 
ate.   I  heard  it  frequently  said  you  would  not 
j  take  him  to  be  over  sixty  or  seventy.    He  wa? 
j  one  of  the  most  pleasant  men  I  ever  sa-sv. 

My  sister  Annie  was  the  fi-^t  child  born  itj 
I  town :  I  remember  her  very  distinctly.  >  he  wa? 
j  a  lovely  girl  of  13  years  when  she  died.  >>.? 
was  born  June  21,  1782  and  died  Ang.  5.  1795: 
When  I  was  about  12  years  of  age.  the 
Small-pox  prevailed  in  town,  and  sister  Hannah 
and  I  were  sent  to  the  pesthouse  which  was  well 
filled  with  patients.  Dr.  Ho'ton,  who  afterwards 
married  my  sister,  was  a  physiciani  Hannah  was 
j  slightly  sick  but  one  eruption  filling,  and  ThaJ 
upon  her  eye-lash.  Some  of  the  patients  we'e 
very  sick,  and  one  or  two  died— -especially  af- 
ter the  weather  became  warmer  the  sickness 
increased.  We  all  had  to  get  up  early,  and 
were  not  allowed  any  meat,  butter  or  milk. — 
We  were  told  if  we  were  up  early  and  well 
starved,  when  we  came  to  be  sick  the  pit* 
would  not  fill :  to  save  the  scars  we  starred, 
and  were  up  in  time.  I  was  repeaiediv  innoe- 
ulated  while  there,  but  they  couid  not  get  eb« 
down  with  it,  though  thin  as  a  skeleton.  We 
hardly  ever  had  anything  to  eat  but  urv  brea  i 
and  roast  potatoes,  without  salt.  Tlie  patients 
used  to  send  me  down  to  Steal  salt  out  of  a 
meat-barrel  in  the  cellar.    I  would  bra,  ~  it  ut\ 
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and  they  would  wash,  dry,  and  uso  it.  But  the 
Doctor  did  not  know  it.  He  made  us  take  an 
early  morning  walk,  and  a  walk  in  the  evening, 
and  we  had  all  kinds  of  plays  but  card-play- 
ing— blind-man's  bluff,  often. 

After  six  weeks,  not  taking  the  small-pox, 
I  was  dismissed,  happy  to  be  released — though 
I  had  to  diet  for  two  weeks  more  at  home,  lest 
I  might  yet  come  down  with  the  disease ; 
and  after  this,  so  many  stories  were  told  to  moth- 
er of  those  who  had  not  taken  it  in  a  pest-house, 
afterwards  taking  it,  and  dying  with  it,  back  I 
had  to  go  to  my  great  disgust,  and  stay  another 
fortnight  there,  and  was  put  every  day  to  comb 
a  woman's  hair  whose  head  was  full  of  scabs. 
There  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  submit  to  rules 
and  regulations:  but  do  all  they  could  they 
could  not  make  the  small-pox  take  hold  of  me. 
I  have  escaped  to  this  day. 

The  old  Randall  house  was  used  as  a  pest- 
bouse. 

The  Robinsons  were  our  neighbors — Mar- 
tin and  Calvin — they  were  early  settlers.  It 
was  about  half  a  mile  above  to  each.  I  was 
the  most  acquainted  with  Calvin's  family.  He 
lived  there  till  he  died,  as  did  his  wife  and  one 
son/  They  were  the  tip-top  of  the  town — a 
little  aristocratic.  Calvin  married  one  of  the 
Hodges,  a  little  aristocratic,  too.  The  Robin- 
son girls  used  to  dress  and  dash — Xabby  and 
Ruth.  Their  mother,  a  fine  old  lady,  originated 
in  Clarendon.  The  boys  ware  Calvin  and 
Daniel.  Daniel  moved  to  the  Messena  Springs 
near  the  St.  Lawrence,  our  side  of  th*e  river.  I 
have  been  there  several  times. 

I  knew  Captain  White,  who  was  the  first 
settler.  The  Captain  had  a  family  of  daugh- 
ters, four  or  five.  I  used  to  visit  them  :  I  once 
went  to  a  ball  with  his  oldest  son,  Moses:  the 
committee  used  to  pick  out  what  girls  the 
young  men  should  invite,  and  the  girls  must 
go  with  the  one  selected,  or  stay  at  home. 

Capt.  White  was  a  queer  man  :  a  very  de- 
cent, respectable  man,  but  with  peculiarities. 
He  was  once  driving  across  the  lots  where  there 
was  no  road  ;  his  horse  got  frightened  and  so 
did  Capt.  White,  so  much  so  he  kept  crying, 
"  Don't  spit,  wife  I  don't  spit '"  He  was  an  igno- 
rant man,  a  sort  of  outlaw  in  society,  and  used 
to  be  laughed  at;  but  there  was  nothing  bad 
about  him.    He  died  of  the  epidemic  in  IS  13. 

Esq.  Marsh,  another  townsman,  used  to  be  at 
my  father's  often,  but  I  did  not  know  the  family 
much,  or  do  not  remember  it  now ;  but  Esq. 
Marsh  was  a  part  of  the  respectability  of  the 
town.   Ho  died  of  the  epidemic  about  tho  same 


time  my  father  did.  He  was  dead,  but  not 
buried,  when  1  came  home  to  my  lather's  fun- 
eral. I  was  married  at  this  time,  and  lived  in. 
Glen's  Falls,  X.  T.  Father  died  of  the  epi- 
demic, March  29,  1313.  It  was  the  time  of 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice :  we  went — my  hus- 
band and  I — in  a  gig;  and  men  came  out  a: 
Castleton  to  help  us  ford  the  stream.  When  we 
arrived  it  was  a  terrible  time  in  Shrewsbury : 
many  heads  of  the  families  had  died — all  the 
town  was  in  sorrow.  How  we  ?at  down  and 
talked  about  it  and  wept!  The  frightnii  dis- 
ease smote,  not  only  in  Vermont,  but  in  X.York 
State,  also.  The  heads  of  a  family  just  beiow  us 
at  Glens'  Falls  both  died  of  it. 

Father  was  a  hale,  hearty  man,  and  might 
have  lived  many  years  but  for  that  epidemic. 
Uncle  Jaffery  died  in  Shrewsbury  many  years 
later. 

Doctor  Holton,  who  had  married  my  sister, 
for  six  weeks  slept  only  in  his  arm-chair.  He 
kept  several  horses,  and  always  one  harnessed. 
He  at  length  took  it.  His  wife  wanted  to  seni 
to  Wallingford  for  Doctor  Fox.  "  Xo — said 
he — I  know  all  about  the  disease ;  it  v%  ill  do 
no  good."  She  sent,  however,  for  Doctor  Por- 
ter of  Rutland ;  but  he  lived  but  a  day  and  a 
half  after  he  was  taken. 

The  victims  of  this  disease  frequently  died 
in  2-1  hours  from  the  time  taken.  Doctor  Hol- 
ton was  regarded  a  good  physician,  and  had  a 
large  practice  in  Shrewsbury  and  the  neighbor- 
ing towns. 

My  mother  wa"s  a  modest,  sensible  woman, 
and  remarkably  fine  looking  to  her  last  di»rs. 
I  remember  a  gentleman  who  was  visiting  at 
our  house  saying  that  she  was  called  when  she 
was  married  the  handsomest  girl  in  town.  Is 
annoyed  mother,  but  it  pleased  me.  She  dress- 
ed with  the  greatest  simplicity,  neatness  and 
plainness.    She  lived  only  for  her  family. 

Hannah  and  I  after  we  were  married,  when 
we  came  home  would  try  and  persuade  her  to 
some  change  ;  but  she  would  nev  er  dre^s  in 
only  her  own  way — and  she  was  just  right  for 
a  mother.  I  never  knew  her  have  a  day's 
sickness,  except  at  the  birth  of  her  ehi!iren, 
till  her  last  days.  When  she  reached  her  89tb 
year  her  cheek  was  rosy,  and  her  hair  hardly 
silvered:  but  in  her  90th  year  she  buried  tier 
eldest  favorite  and  last  surviving  son,  with  whom 
she  had  lived  from  tho  death  of  her  husband — 
more  than  thirty  years — and  BUG  mourned  I  •  r- 
seLf  to  death.  She  died  June  16,  1343  ig  i 
39  years,  9  months  and  17  days. 

Hannah  Finnky,  born  January  24,  i'Si, 
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married  January  1,  1800,  to  Doctor  Asahel 
Jlolton  —  a  bachelor,  her  senior  by  many 
years,  but  a  worthy,  intellectual  man.  I 
brushed  around  the  house  and  put  things  in 
order — no  one  ever  seemed  to  expect  it  of  Han- 
nah :  she  was  too  choice.  Every  one  of  her 
family  petted  her  for  her  gentleness  and 
beauty  ;  and  she  was  so  young  while  with  us 
— married  before  she  was  sixteen.  The  Doc- 
tor settled  at  the  middle  of  the  town.  Their 
ch.ldren  were: 

Ann,  Caroline,  Lydia  and  an  infant  son. 
Doctor  Holton  died  March  16,  1813.  Lydia, 
named  for  me  a  lovely  iittle  girl  of  6  years, 
took  the  epidemic  from  her  father  and  died. 
The  infant  son  died  from  paregoric — an  over- 
dose given  by  a  girl  with  whom  the  babe  was 
left  in  the  mother's  absence. 

Ann,  (Holton)  my  eldest  and  favorite  niece, 
married — 1st,  Francis  W.  Daua,  brother  of 
Doctor  A.  G  Dana  of  Brandon — and  2d,  Her- 
mann Schaffer,  a  German  gentleman,  with 
whom,  after  a  few  years  she  went  to  Germany 
and  lived  some  years,  till  Mr.  Schaffer  died, 
•when  she  returned.  She  buried  her  only  son 
by  her  first  husband —Charles  F.  Dana,  alder- 
man in  Bo.-ton  1864— '67,  and  died  at  her  res- 
idence there  in  the  summer  of  '69. 

Caroline  (Holton)  married  John  A.  Conant 
of  Brandon  in  1824 — a  fine  spirited  woman 
— warm,  impulsive  in  her  friendships — the 
most  generous  of  my  nieces.  After  I,  was  a 
widow  the  second  time,  the  Thanksgiving 
turkey  and  accompaniments  came  to  me  as 
long  as  she  lived.    She  died  Nov.  9,  1S67. 

My  sister  Hannah  married  (2d)  John  Jack- 
son of  Sudbury,  in  which  town  they  lived 
many  years — later  removed  to  Brandon, 
where  both  died.  Their  children  were  :  Levi 
— lives  in  Canada:  John,  dead,  the  best  of 
sons  to  his  mother,  and  the  most,  thoughtful 
for  me  of  any  of  my  friends  :  I  liked  John 
very  much.  Ellen  Hannah,  married  George 
W.  Palmer,  June,  1851, — resides  in  Boston — 
at  the  '  Prince  of  Wales'  ball,  on  his  visit  to 
Boston,  was  called  the  handsomest  dressed 
lady  in  the  room.  Jane  Frances,  married 
James  Hastings  of  Brandon 

Levi, —  Born  Aug.  20,  1787,  married  May 
29,  1813.  Orpha  Clark  (sister  of  rny  first  hus- 
band). Br  ther  Levi  was  Colonel  of  the 
militia,  and  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  had  a 
tall  figure,  proud  carriage,  dark  hair,  flashing 
dark  eyes  and  fine  military  turn ;  at  an 
officers'  muster  on  horseback  he  was  called 


the  handsomest  officer  in  the  field.  But  in  the 
prime  of  life,  being  out  all  night  in  a  cold 
rain  (he  was  sheriff,  and  after  a  thief)  he  took 
cold,  and  chronic  rheumatism,  hereditary 
with  the  men  of  the  family,  set  in,  and  he 
was  a  cripple  in  his  feet  for  life.  He  could 
only  hobble  about  on  his  toes,  till  at  length 
he  had  a  machine  made  in  which  to  carry 
about  his  feet.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a 
great  sufferer.  He  died  at  the  old  Finney 
tavern  stand,  to  which  he  succeeded  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  May  19,  1848,  and  his 
wife  in  Shelburne,  October  9,  1853.  Their 
children  were:  Darwin  Asahel  (see  bi.  sketch 
following) ;  Hannibal  H.,  married  Mary  Wil- 
oughby  ;  a  farmer  resides  in  Ohio ;  Cynthia 
Helen,  married  Ezra  Meech,  Jr.,  lives  in 
Shelburne  ;  Mary,  married  Dr.  David  Cham- 
berlain, lives  in  Leroy,  N.  Y.  ;  Asahel  Clark, 
married  Mary  Edson,  lives  in  Pennsylvania ; 
Caroline,  married  W.  H.  Barker,  resided  on 
the  old  Shelburne  homestead  till  the  winter 
of  '67,  removed  to  Burlington. 

Alvin  Finney,  (son  of  Nathan)  born  May 
9,  1787,  married  Lydia  Florida,  Aug.  30, 
1812,  died  at  Castleton,  where  he  had  been 
conveyed  for  medical  aid,  July  24,  1821  : 
children,  Nathan,  Jr.,  and  George.  His  wid- 
ow married  and  went  to  Texas. 

Cynthia,  (daughter  of  Nathan)  born  Nov. 
30,  1792.  married  Hannibal  Hodges  (see  pa- 
per on  Hodges  family  by  the  late  Henry  II. 
Hodges,  Clarendon)  April  5,  1812;  died  in 
child-bed,  Nov.  10,  1815;  left  one  daughter 
— Sophia.  My  sister  Cynthia  had  hair  (dark, 
not  black)  that,  when  she  sat  in  a  chair,  swept 
the  floor — the  black,  Finney  eyes  and  moth- 
er's oval  face.  I  remember  her  at  a  ball  one 
night.  She  wore  a  rept  rose-pink  si lk,  al- 
most as  handsome  as  her  cheek.  One  of  the 
first  gentlemen  present  said  to  me — "  Your 
sister,  Mrs.  Hodges,  is  the  most  beautiful 
woman  that  I  ever  saw  in  a  ball-room." 
She  was  in  her  coffin  the  most  beautiful  of 
any  one  I  ever  saw  dead. 

Nelson,  the  youngest  child  (of  Nathan,) 
born  May  3,  1799;  died  March  19,  1804. 

Finney ville.  The  name  of  our  neighbor- 
hood and  postoffice  district  was  given  when 
the  postoffice  was  established  :  I  do  not  re- 
member the  date.  It  was  kept  by  ray  broth- 
er Levi  many  years  in  the  old  Finney  tavern. 
The  office  at  length,  after  my  brother's  death, 
was  removed  to  Cuttingsville.  about  a  mile 
above,  and  the  name  of  Fiuneyville  was 
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dropped.  The  name  was  bom  with  the  fam- 
ily and  died  with  it. 

It  would  not  become  me  to  speak  of  my- 
self; you  know  all  about  me.  I  would  rather 
have  you  write  it  than  any  one  else." 

[To  here  these  remembrances  of  Mrs. 
Meech,  at  the  time  of  her  death  probably  the 
oldest  native  of  Shrewsbury  living,  may  be 
said  to  be  et  literatim;  and  here,  perhaps, 
should  be  placed,  last  but  not  least  interesting 
and  honorable,  a  sketch  of  Lydia  Finney, 
3d  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Urania  Finney; 
wife,  1st  of  Asahel  Clark  of  Mount  Holly  and 
Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  man  distinguished  at 
the  bar  and  in  politics* — and  2d,  of  Hon. 
Ezra  Meech,  Shelburne,  member  of  Congress 
for  3  terms — in  her  prime  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  women  in  the  country — living  to  a 
grand  old  age  of  8S£  years,  (almost) — re- 
markable for  the  vigor  of  mind  and  grace  of 
woman  till  the  last  year  of  life.  But  the  last 
days  of  our  venerable,  dear  Mrs.  Meech  (as 
her  most  intimate  friend  the  last  eight  years) 
are  linked  so  close  with  our  own  life, — her 
trials,  endurance,  faith,  trust  and  resignation 
are  all  -too  fresh  :  we  could  not  write  in  that 
quiet  retrospect  most  becoming  the  gravity 
of  history.  We  have  also  a  romantic  sketch 
of  her  eldest  son,  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Lt. 
Nelson  Napoleon  Clark,  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  who 
fell  in  a  duel  in  the  Southern  army,  dictated 
by  his  mother,  and  culled  from  old  army  and 
family  papers.  As  we  are  like  to  over-draw 
upon  our  editorial  limits  in  this  volume,  we 
neserve  these  papers,  as  well  as  a  sketch  of  her 
son,  Gen  D.  W,  C.  Clarke,  for  Burlington,  in 
which  c:ty  she  resided  the  last  18  years  of  her 
life,  and  the  residue  of  whose  biography  i3  un- 
der preparation  for  our  supplementary  depart- 
ment.— Ed] 

HOS.  DARWIN  A.  FINNEY. 

Darwin  Asahel  Finney,  first  child  of  Col. 
Levi  and  Orpha  P.  (Clark)  Finney,  born  in 
Shrewsbury,  Vt.,  Nov.  3,  1814;  studied  law 
with  H.  L.  Richmond,  Esq.;  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1841;  married  Marion  Johns,  daugh- 
ter of  a  physician  in  Erie,  Va.,  and  settled 
in  Meadville,  Pa.  Says  the  Afeadville  Daily 
Republican  f  of  Sept.  15,  1808,  "  Over  thirty 
years  ago"  he  came  to  Meadville. 

From  the  beginning  of  his  career  as  an 
attorney,  he  displayed  remarkable  ability, 

*  See  history  of  Mount  Holly. 

fFor  which  pitper  we  ar««  indebted  to  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania. — Ed. 


and  soon  rose  to  an  honorable  position  in 
the  profession.  He  served  a  term  as  District 
Attorney,  and,  in  that  capacity,  his  talents 
were  first  promptly  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  bar  and  the  public.  In  1854,  he  was  an 
Independent  Republican  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate,  consenting  to  run  on  the  call 
of  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  Crawford 
and  Erie.  He  was  elected  by  a  large  major- 
ity, and  afterward,  in  1857,  was  re-elected  as 
the  regular  nominee  of  his  party.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  higher  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
he  won  distinction,  aad  for  several  years  was 
regarded  as  the  ablest  member  of  that  body. 
He  Wtts  honored  with  the  speakership  of  the 
Senate  for  one  term.  He  was  a  devoted 
friend  of  ex-Gov.  Curtin,  whose  confidence 
and  esteem  he  enjoyed  from  the  time  they 
became  acquainted,  and  his  counsel  was  fre- 
quently sought  in  the  course  of  his  adminis- 
tration. In  1SG6,  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
after  one  of  the  most  exciting  contests  ever 
known  in  the  State.  He  served  through  the 
first  session,  after  which,  owing  to  impaired 
health,  he  spent  several  months  in  his  native 
State,  and,  at  a  later  day,  went  to  Europe, 
with  the  hope  of  regaining  his  health.  He 
visited  several  of  the  most  celebrated  invalid 
resorts  in  Europe,  but,  instead  of  deriving 
any  benefit,  died  at  the  hotel. 

In  early  life,  he  was  a  whig,  and  acted 
with  that  party  until  its  dissolution.  He 
was  always  radically  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  no  man  in  the  County  or  District 
contributed  more  effectively  to  its  success. 
He  was  a  man  of  earnest,  positive  qualities, 
out-spoken  in  his  opinions,  blunt  to  rudeness 
at  times, —  a  genial  friend  and  an  honest 
hater.  Duplicity  was  foreign  to  his  nature, 
impulsive  frankness  often  gave  offence  even 
to  his  most  intimate  friends,  but  still  they 
adhered  to  him  devotedly,  admiring  him  for 
his  honesty  of  character.  He  was  large- 
hearted  and  liberal,  contributing  to  the  wants 
of  the  needy,  and  aiding  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  welfare  of  society  and 
the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

During  the  war,  when  the  first  call  came 
for  troops,  he  threw  open  his  house  for  quar- 
ters for  the  noble  volunteers,  and  he  and  his 
wife  entertained  them  with  lavish  hospitality. 
His  well  known  devotion  to  the  Union  cause 
and  the  interest  he  manifested  for  the  sol- 
diers, endeared  him  to  the  boys  in  blue,  and 
to  this,  as  much  as  any  other  circumstance, 
was  he  indebted  for  his  success  when  a  can- 
didate for  Congress. 

In  his  death,  the  bar  loses  one  of  its 
brightest  members',  the  Republican  party 
one  of  its  most  gifted  leaders,  and  our  com- 
munity one  of  its  most  loved  and  estimable 
citizens. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  court  Sept.  14th, 
the  Bar  adjourned  for  the  day,  out  of  respect 
to  his  memory,  Messrs.  Pearson  Church,  H.  L. 
Richmond  and  D.  C.  McCoy  appointed  to 
draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments 
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of  the  Bar.   Hon.  John  P.  Vincent  presiding. 

From  the  Resolutions : 

"  The  members  of  this  Court  and  Bar  de- 
§ire  to  place  upon  record  our  hearty  testi- 
mony as  to  his  deep  learning  in  the  law,  his 
licnesty  and  uprightness  as  a  man  and  a  cit- 
izen, and  his  kini  and  genial  qualities  as  a 
friend  and  social  companion. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death  this  court  has 
lost  one  of  it>  brightest  ornaments. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread 
.upon  the  Records  ot'  the  court,  and  one  sent 
to  the  speaker  of  the  national  House  of  Rep- 
resentative?" 

H.  L.  Richmond,  Esq.,  Btated  that  Mr. 
"Finney  was  his  first  student,  entering  his 
office  in  1839.  He  spoke  of  his  rare  ability, 
excellent  qualities,  and  especially  of  his  ar- 
dent love  of  country,  which  rose  to  an  en- 
thusiasm, and  was  always  conspicuous  in  his 
nature.  He  deeply  regretted  that  a  man  of 
such  intense  patriotic  impulses  should  have 
died  in  a  foreign  land.* 

From  the  Eulogies  of  Hon.  S.  Newton  Pet- 
tis and  Hon.  George  W.  Woodward,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Dec.  18,  1663. 

Mr.  Pettis.  Mr.  Speaker,  since  the  ad- 
journment of  this  body  last  July  an  event 
other  and  beside  the  one  solemnized  yester- 
day has  occurred,  which  I  suppose  it  becomes 
this  House  to  notice.  But  for  its  occurrence 
I  should  not  now  occupy  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  and  but  for  the  proprieties  of  life  in 
this  connection,  the  silence  now  broken  by 
my  stranger  voice  I  should  now,  at  least, 
have  studied  to  keep.  I,  .of  course,  refer  to 
the  death  of  Hon.  Darviji  A.  Fisney,  late  a 
Representative  from  the  twentieth  congres- 
sional district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Finney  removed  from  the  State  of 
Vermont  to  that  of  Pennsylvania  about  the 
year  1838,  locating  at  Meadville,  which  was 
afterward  his  home.  He  graduated  with 
high  honors  at  Alleghany  College,  in  the 
city  of  his  adoption;  afterward  reading  law. 

Mr.  Finney  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
the  State  of  his  adoption  in  1S54,  was  re- 
elected in  1857,  and  served  his  conbtituents 
acceptably  until  ISoO.  In  1S0G,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  this  Congress,  but  I  be- 
lieve was  in  his  seat  but  a  few  days  during 
the  short  session  of  1S67.    The  condition  of 

*  Mr.  Finney  was  at  his  aunt's,  the  late  Mrs.  L.  C 
Meech,  of  Burlington,  an  elder  M~ter  of  his  father,  who 
*as  always  very  fond  of"  Darwin,"  as  she  railed  him, 
a  few  days  before  he  left  for  Knrope.  lie  wad  very 
adverse  to  this  recommendation  of  his  physician,  and 
•hrunk  from  Koinp  a*  having  some  fofeloding  oi  his 
fate,  and  was  homesick,  p<-culiarly  from  the  hour  of  his 
departure,  till  hi«  death.— Ld. 


his  health  while  he  was  in  this  House  was 
not  such  as  to  enable  the  members  to  form  a 
correct  estimate  or  obtain  a  full  measure  of 
the  man.  There  were  however,  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  on  both  sides  of  this  Chamber 
who  represent  parts  of  the  great  State  which 
he  in  part  represented,  and  who  had  had 
professional  and  legislative  association  with 
him  in  hi3  palmier  days,  and  who,  I  may 
safely  say,  will  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to 
his  ripenessias  a  scholar,  his  success  as  a  leg- 
islator, his  aptness  in  debate,  his  power  as  a 
reasoner,  his  ability  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  no- 
bility as  a  man.  • 

His  clear-eyed  sense  of  justice,  tempered 
with  that  mercy  which  always  lived  in  his 
own  warm  heart,  endeared  him  to  all  with 
whom  he  became  acquainted. 

It  cannot  be  said  of  Mr.  Finney  that  he 
strayed  or  lingered  by  the  way  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selecting  bright  or  beautiful  flowers 
for  the  purpose  of  adorning  his  expressions, 
and  yet  few  men  either  of  the  present  or  the 
past  could,  submit  their  views  on  humane 
and  professional  questions  with  greater  force 
or  more  peculiar  and  characteristic  elo- 
quence. There  was  more  weight  in  his  argu- 
ments and  speeches  than  poetic  diction  in 
their  surrounding,  and  his  success  came 
chiefly  from  the  prodigious  power  of  his 
reason. 

After  disease  had  fastened  upon  his  vitals, 
encouraged  with  the  belief  that  a  voyage  to 
the  Old  World  would  have  a  restoring  enect 
upon  his  shattered  constitution,  he  consented 
to  try  the  experiment.    He  continued,  I  am 
informed,  his  travels  in  the  Old  World  until, 
not  only  paralyzed  but  prostrated  by  ti>e 
ravages  of  disease,  on  the  25th  day  of  last 
August  (186S),  at   Brussels,    Belgium,  he 
died  ;*  and  although  his  death  was  not  en- 
tirely unexpected,  the  intelligence  of  the  sad 
event  was  received  in  that  State  and  the 
city  in  which  he  had  lived  from  his  young 
manhood,  and  where   he  was   more  than 
loved,  with  profouud  sorrow. 
The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions  ; 
Resolved,  That  the  House  has  heard  with 
deep  emotion  the  announcement  of  the  death 
of  Hon.  Darwin  A.  FlHNEY,  a  member  of 
i  this  House  from  the  Slate  of  Pennsvhwuia. 
j     Resolved,  That  this  House  tender  to  the 
!  relatives  of  the  deceased  the  amount  of  Us 
I sympathy  on  tins  aillicting  event,  and  .is  ft 
j  testimony  of  re-pect  lor  tae  memory  o:  the 
deceased  the  members  and  oliicerb  oi  thifl 

•  Of  Bri^hta  kidney  diooaso. 
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House  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  period  of  thirty 
day*. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  nine  to  attend  the  remains  of  the 
deceased  on  their  arrival  at  New  York  from 
that  city  to  the  place  of  interment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  wid- 
ow of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  the 
House  do  now  adjourn.  | 

Mr.  Woodward.  Mr.  Speaker,  yesterday 
-was  devoted  to  funeral  eulogies  on  the  late 
Mr.  Stevens.  ;  to  day  we  are  called  to  mourn 
the  untimely  taking  off  of  a  younger  and 
less  distinguished,  but  nevertheless  a  very 
estimable  Representative  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Finney  first  attracted  my  attention 
while  he  represented  one  of  the  western  dis- 
tricts of  our  State  in  the  sea-ate.  The  judges 
of  the  couTts,  feeling  that  they  were  over- 
worked, had  asked  for  an  increase  of  salary. 
They  encountered  the  customary  objections 
to  such  measures,  but  Mr.  Finney  met  the 
objections  and  the  objectors  with  an  energy 
that  overcame  them  utterly,  and  secured,  not 
all  he  sought,  but  such  increase  of  judicial 


salaries  as  laid  all  the  judges,  and  I  may 
add  all  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  under 
lasting  obligations  to  him. 

There  is  no  profession  or  occupation  which 
brings  out  character  into  6uch  sharp  out- 
lines as  the  practice  of  law  ;  and  in  the  in- 
terior counties  of  Pennsylvania  the  lawyer  is 
a  man  of  all  work.  Not  only  is  he  an  at- 
torney and  barrister,  but  he  is  a  special 
pleader,  a  conveyancer,  a  land  agent,  a  col- 
lector of  debts,  and  very  frequently  the  exe- 
cutor of  his  client's  will  or  administrator  of 
his  estate  and  guardian  of  his  minor  chil- 
dren. Besides  all  this,  he  is  expected  to 
lead  in  every  local  improvement.  He  is  to 
be  the  foremost  man  in  the  community  in 
building  churches,  school-houses,  turnpikes, 
and  other  internal  improvements  ;  and  he  is 
to  sympathize  with  and  direct  all  the  move- 
ments of  the  social  life  by  which  he  is  sur- 
rounded. Mr.  Finney  fulfilled  faithfully  all 
these  multifarious  conditions.  Had  he  beta 
spared  to  the  usual  age  of  man,  he  would  no 
doubt  have  achieved  a  national  reputation 
like  that  he  had  already  won  in  our  great 
State,  and  which  will  descend  as  a  rich  leg- 


Names. 
Ja's  R.  Wilson,  mus' 
John  Smalley, 
John  Leonard, 
Jos.  B.  Needham,  serg 
Nathan  G.  Brown, 
Edward  R.  Caswell, 
D  wight  C.  Gould, 
George  M.  Huutoon, 
Newton  R.  Johnson, 
Elijah  P.  Needham, 
Eli  Pierce, 
Mortimer  K.  Headle, 


Peter  Brady, 
John  Flanagan, 
Charles  S.  Monroe, 
George  P.  Bixby, 
William  Fisher, 
Hiram  J.  Huutoon, 
Archibald  M.  Persons, 
Orlando  E.  Adams. 
William  E.  Caswell 
Hollis  K.  Holden, 
Robert  Ripley, 
Janus  B.  Royce, 


Dunne  C.  Barney, 
George  P.  Phaion, 
George  Puffer, 
.Albert  Knight, 


acy  to  his  family. 

SOLDIERS  OF  SHREWSBURY  FOR  THE  WAR  OF  18(51. 
Age.  Date  of  enlistm't.  Co.  Reg't.  Must'd  in.  Remarks. 

2  June   [mustered  out  June  29,  1864. 
2  20, '61  J  "  " 

2      »    Discharged  Sept.  7,  '61. 
4  Sept.    I  promoted  1st  Lt.  Co.  H,  May  5,  '64. 
4  20,  '61  \  died  Oct.  31,  '63. 
4      "     re  enlisted  Feb.  15, '64. 
4      "     discharged  Dec.  23,  '62. 
4  Deserted  July  11,  'do. 

4  Died  October  17,  62. 

4  Discharged  Dec-ember  30,  '62. 

4  Discharged  November  11,  '62. 

4  Re-enlisted  December  15,  '63. 

5  Died  December  8,  '61. 
5  Sept.    )  mustered  out  Sept.  15.  '64. 
5  16,  '61  \  discharged  Nov.  29,  '62. 
5      "    deserted  Dec.  21,  '62. 
5  Re-enl'd  Feb.  20,  '64 ;  mis'd  May  10,  '64 
5  "    Dec.  15,'63  ;  pro.  cor.  Mar.  1.  '64 
5              "  Dec.  "  [wo'd.  in  g  h  since  May  5,  '0-1 
5            Sick  in  Gcn'l  Hoap'l  since  .rune  '29,  '64. 
7            Transferred  to  invalid  corps  Sept  1.  0 
7  Feb.  12,  '62 ;  pro.  cor. ;  mus'd  out  Aug.  30,  't. 

28,   ,r ;   re  enlisted  Feb.  16, '64. 
12,    "  ;    died  Oct.  3,  '62. 
"  ;    died  Sept  20  '63. 
Pro.  corporal;   discharged  Dec.  4.  'CX 


21  June  1,  1S61 

B 

31  May  7, 

I 

19 

I 

24  Aug.  23, 

1861 

C 

21  Sept,  3, 

» 

19  Aug.  23, 

a 

ii 

21  Sept.  2, 

>» 

25  Aug.  21, 

n 

n 

22    "  23 

11 

ii 

26    "  21* 

n 

>i 

21    "  2*' 

it 

i» 

21     »  26,' 

»> 

>» 

23     "  27. 

11 

I 

19     "  23, 

j» 

G 

21  » 

»» 

G 

M 

G 

27     "  22 

'61 

G 

29     "  27*, 

»> 

I 

D3  Se*  4,' 

I 

22  Aiig.  27, 

it 

I 

19 

I 

18  Jan.  23, 

'62 

D 

17  Feb  20, 

H 

G 

43  Jan.  22, 

M 

I 

18  Fob.  10, 

I 

18  » 

I 

23  Feb. 
21 

23  Feb 


15,  '62 


28  Aug.  31 


'62 
'64 


7  Feb. 
7  Feb. 
7 
7 

RECUCITS. 

I  7  Feb.  2S,  I  digchar'd  Oct.  21,  '62.  [Feb.  16,  "64. 
I  7  1862  |  pro.  cor.  Mar  19,  "  proscjr't;  re-end 
17"  ■       died  An*.  19,  '62. 

I    7  Aug.  31,  '64  ;  muiUred  out  July  21,  '65. 
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1st  AC 

18  May  29,  '62.      B  Promoted  2d  lieu't,  Co.  B,  April  7,  '64. 

9th  regiment  volunteers. 


Nanu-9.  Age.  Dateot'eulistin't.  Co.  Rg't  Must'd  in. 

Duncan  Cuga,  1^  Feb.  10,  '65      D     7Feb.  10,  '65. 

Lyman  Rondau.  31  "  D  7 

Julius  S.  Round,  21  Feb.  20,  '65  vols.K  8Feb.  20,  '65  ; 

Stephen  D.  Round,       19  "        "  K  8 

2d  frontier  cavalry. 

Clark  TV.  Pease. 
TVilliam  H.  Lord, 
TVm.  A.  Dodge,  serg't 

Oliver  Barrett. 
Joseph  Belney, 
Nathan  Deporge, 
Peter  Madeline, 
Peter  Poncher, 
Thorn  s  Ripley, 
Francis  Belony, 
Orrin  B  Cook, 
Converse  T.  Trask, 
TIenry  L  York, 
Daniel  Patch, 
TVm.  H  H.  Cummings. 
J'n  E.  Huntoon,  serg't 
Squire  H.  Holdeu, 
Alfred  DesentelL, 
Edward  Armstrong, 
Benjamin  E.  Crapo, 
John  F.  Crapo, 
TVilliam  L.  Mandigo, 
John  McClay. 
Florence  Driscoll, 
TVilliam  Rix, 


Remarks. 


mustered  out  June  28,  '65, 


24  June  7,  '62 
21 

36  July  1,  " 

21  June  14,  " 

22  »  10,  :' 
19 
22 
27 
IS 
31 
26 
23 

20  July  16, 
39  July  23. 


Aug.  10, 
"  29, 
"  31, 
"  19, 
"  18. 


64 


18  Aug.  1, 
18  Dec.  4, 
21 
24 
18 
32 

38  Dec.  2, 
21  May  28, 


'63 
'64 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

10  Sept.  1 
10 

11  Aug.  1,  '64; 
11  Dec.  15,  '63; 
11  "  ; 
11  ,  »  ; 
11  "  ; 
11  "  ; 
11  Dec.  16 
17  Julv  6 


July  9T  )  deserted  October  27,  '62. 
I8t>2  j  Mustered  out  of  service.  June  13,  '65 
"     Wounded;  in  Geri'l  Hosp'l  Aug.  31,  '64 
"     Mustered  out  June  13,  bo. 
"     Deserted  October  27.  '62. 
"     Prisoner  since  Feb  2.  '64. 
Aug.  10,  '64  ;  mustered  out  June  13,  1865. 
Aug.  29.  '64;  "  » 

Aug.  31,  '64;  »  " 


Aug.  19.  '64 
Aug.  18,  '64; 

'62; 


'63 


'64 


[Jan.  20,  '65 

transf'd  to  Co.  E,  5th  Vt.  vol's 

sick  in  Gen.  Hosp'l  Aug.  31,  '64 
»  >'j 

must'd  out  Aug  25,  '65. 
transf'd  to  Co.  D  June  24,  '65. 
sick  in  Gen.  Hosp'l  Aug.  31,  64 
died  Sept.  7,  '64. 
absent  without  leave 
mustered  out  June  15.  '65. 
;   died  June  28.  '64,  of  w'ds  ree'd 
must'd  out  July  14,  '65.  [Jn.  1, '64 


Josiah  TV.  Crapo, 
Curren  A.  vShipee, 
Henry  A.  Starkey, 


David  Headle, 
Levi  P.  Headln, 
Rufus  M.  TVhite, 


41  Dec.  4.  '63 
23 

28  Dec.  4,  1863, 


CAVALRY. 

H  17  Dec.  26,  '63  ;  w'd,  in  Gen.  Hosp'l,  June  30,  '64 
H  17  "  died,  on  a  furlough.  1864. 

H  17  Dec.  26,  '63 ;  pr.  s't  Nov.  19,  '64,  m  o  J'n  21,  '65 


2D  REGIilENT  SHARP  SHOOTERS. 

41  Dec.  7,  '63        E    2  Dec.  26,  '63  ;  died  Feb.  3,  64. 

E    2         "        ;  trfd  Co.  G.  4th  vol's,  Feb.  25,  '65 


18 
44 


"  E     2  "          •  pr.  cor.  Jan.l, '65,  trfdt.'tn 

'  [vol's,  Feb.  25,  1865. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  NINE  MONTHS. 


G,  4th  Vt. 


Francis  Bellamy, 

21  Aug.  27, 

1863 

B 

£en):\m\n  E  Crapo, 

21 

>i 

B 

Luther  R.  Dyke, 

41 

ii 

B 

Francis  Fish, 

29 

»» 

B 

George  TV.  Foster, 

22 

n 

B 

Johu  Oilman,  Jr., 

18  Sept. 

5, 

'62 

B 

Nye  J.  Alien, 

21  Sept.  10, 

M 

H 

Thomas  Callahan, 

24 

»» 

H 

Oren  B.  Cook, 

25 

>> 

H 

Archibald  Ifanley, 

23 

>• 

H 

Calvin  B.  Jewel  c, 

36 

M 

H 

aohn  B.  Johnson. 

21 

»» 

H 

eioor^e  TV.  Kinsman, 

37 

Aug. 

27 

'63 

B 

y  chard  Marshall. 
*^n|amin  B.  Needhara 

25 

»> 

B 

23 

H 

B 

tbaac  Neodham, 

34 

»» 

B 

•clwiu  Pierre, 

27 

» 

B 

eorge  D.  Pierce, 

23 

B 

Newton  Pratt. 

27 

» 

B 

William  G.  Pratt, 

28 

f| 

B 

"Walter  G.  Sawyer, 

24 

B 

TVilliam  D.  Sherman, 

25 

II 

B 

Ahuore  E.  Walker, 

23 

B 

John  Thomas, 

22 

Dec. 

26, 

'63 

Two  men, 

Promoted  corporal  July  3,  1 S63. 

Discharged  Mav  11,  "63. 

Died  January  14,  '63. 

Corporal  reduced  to  ranks  Nov.  3,  '62 


Discharged  March  30,  '63. 
Died  June  17,  '63. 


Promoted  corporal  November  3,  '62. 
Discharged  January  23,  '63. 
Promoted  corporal  March  I,  '63. 

Dec.  26,  '63  ;  not  accounted  for. 
Not  credited  by  name. 


/ 
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VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  YEAR — O".  S.  NAVY. 

William  Broe,  Thomas  Cun'mgham,  Benja- 
min Livingston,  Charles  M.  Moore,  John  Wilson. 

DRAFTED  MEN  WHO  PAID  COMMUTATION. 

Aldrich,  Bradford  B. ;  Aldrich,  Jasper;  Al- 
drich,  Truman  ;  Plumley.  Franklin  M. ;  Rus- 
sell, Ira  A. ;  Russell.  Lyman  A. ;  Saunders,  Har- 
vey; Spnfford,  Nathaniel,  Jr. ;  Twining,  Bem- 
eley ;  Waterman,  Yolney  W. 

FUNRISH-ED  SUBSTITUTES. 

Gould,  Simon ;  Rodgers,  James ;  Shipee, 
Croman  A. ;  Smith,  Ephraim  S. ;  Waterman, 
Henry  A. 

REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

Capt.  Neheroiah  Smith,  Samuel  Dennis,  Mr. 
Lord,  Capt.  John  Kilburn. 

SOLDIERS  OF  1812. 

Joseph  Needham,  now  (1876)  living;  Alex- 
ander White,  Nathan  Smith,  Abel  Willowby. 

DRAFTED  MEN. 

Otis  Shirtliff,  Klisha  Tombling,  Thomas  Gib- 
son, Levi  Plumley,  Joseph  Ross,  Philip  Lord, 
Samuel  Adams,  ensign. 


SUDBURY. 

BT  PLINT  HOLMES. 

The  following  names  I  find  among  the  first 
lettlers  of  the  town  ;  namely,  Thomas  Ketch- 
am,  John  Gage,  Timothy  Miller,  and  a  man 
Dy  the  name  of  Parks.  These  men  com- 
menced settlements  in  town  before  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  but  at  what  precise  time 
does  not  appear.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  the  town  was  deserted,  and  so  remained 
for  several  years. 

I  am  not  a  native  of  the  town,  but  settled 
here  after  I  was  fifty  years  of  age,  and  can- 
not be  as  familiar  with  its  early  history  as  if 
I  had  spent  my  whole  life  in  town.  The 
most  that  I  know  is  from  making  inquiry  of 
the  elderly  people  and  by  examining  the  early 
records,  which  I  find  to  be  somewhat  muti- 
lated. Several  of  the  first  pages  of  the  first 
book  of  the  town  records  are  wanting.  The 
first  public  record,  that  remains  legible, 
bears  date  Jan.  15,  17*0,  and  reads  thus: 

"  At  a  legal  Town  meeting  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Sudbury  in  January  Loth  17S9,  First 
chose  John  Hall  Moderator.  21  Voted  to 
Raise  a  loine  of  three  pounds  Lawful  money 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  a  law  book  and 
book  for  records. 

3d  Voted  that  the  Sclct  men  take  the  child 
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that  lives  at  Francis  Butts  and  put  it  to  some 
convenient  place  for  Soport.  ' 

The  next  is  a  record  of  a  town  meeting  in 
February,  1700.    And  reads 

"First  Voted  John  Rickey  Moderator. 

2d  Voted  the  second  article  in  the  warn- 
ing which  was  to  see  if  they  would  choes  a 
collector  to  collect  the  State  tax. 

3d  Voted  that  Squire  Hull  give  up  the 
obligation  that  William  Buck  gave  hitn  to 
satisfy  him  for  killing  dear  to  said  Buck." 

I  find  on  a  loose  leaf,  much  torn,  some 
scraps  of  records  of  town  officers,  namely: 

"  Shaler  Towner  John  Gage  Zebina  Sand- 
ers Fence  Viewers,  John  Ricke  William 
Buck  Jeremiah  Stone  Joseph  Warner  Wil- 
liam Palmer  Timothy  Miller,  Surveyors  of 
hi  ways,  John  Hale  Esqr.  Sealer  of  weights 
&  measures." 

I  also  find  the  following  names  deposited 
in  the  box  as  "  Petty  Jury,  Timothy  Miller 
Abel  Wood  John  Ricke  Asahel  Sanders  Da- 
vid Kingsley.  In  1703  I  find  the  following 
record  • 

"  At  a  legal  town  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Sudbury  May  2d  1703  Voted  Capt 
Blanchard  Moderator  to  govern  said  meeting. 
Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  Ensign  Ab- 
ner  Halls  barn  3d  Voted  to  hire  preaching 
4th  Voted  to  raise  15  pounds  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel  for  the  season  to  be  paid  in 
wheat  at  four  shillings  per  bushel,  to  be  paid 
by  the  first  of  Jan'y  next,  to  be  paid  out  at 
the  direction  of 

Benoni  Farrand  "]  Committee 
Timothy  Miller     V    to  hire 
Joseph  Warner     J  preaching. 

Voted  to  desolve  this  Meeting 

Benoni  Farrand  town  Clerk." 

In  1702,  "  At  a  legal  town  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sudbury  on  Oct. 
12th  1702  Voted  Peter  Renols  Moderator  to 
lead  said  meeting  2d  voted  to  have  doctor 
Stephen,  Long  set  up  a  pest  house  for  the 
purpose  of  Enoculating  for  the  small  pox. 

3d  Voted  Mary  L  Balding  Pound  Keeper" 

This  town  has  for  many  years  been  some- 
what noted  for  having  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated hotels  in  the  State.  Since  the  rail- 
roads have  taken  the  traveling  custom,  has 
become  the  favorite  resort  of  city  boarders, 
during  the  warm  season,  and  in  winter  for 
large  pleasure  parties.  Dancing  parties  of  a 
hundred  couples  were  frequent.  In  the  midst 
of  one  of  these  brilliant  gatherings,  at  the 
dead  hour  of  midnight,  the  cry  of  fire,  was 
heard  through  the  spacious  halls,  and  the- 
guests  had  barely  time  to  escape. 

There  has  been  a  new  hotel,  since,  built  on 
the  site  ol  the  former,  which  is  used  mostly; 
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for  pleasure  parties  and  city  boarders.  It  is, 
at  this  writing,  full  to  overflowing.  They 
Lave  public  worship  at  the  hotel  every  Sab- 
bath. 

The  old  proprietor,  James  K.  Hyde  for 
many  years  one  of  the  ino3t  popular  hotel 
keepers  in  the  State,  died  in  Sept.,  1870.* 
The  house  is  now  kept  by  his  son. 

The  only  religious  denomination  in  town 
at  present  is  Cougregational,  the  Church  and 
Society  of  which"  was  organized  not  far  from 
1800.  They  have  a  large  meeting  house, 
erected  in  1805.  Of  late  years,  it  has.proved 
quite  too  large  for  the  congregation,  and  the 
upper  part  or  gallery  has  been  fitted  for  wor- 
ship, and  the  lower  floor  for  a  town  hall. 

The  R-ev.  Henry  Bustet  has  been  employ- 
ed by  the  Congregationalists  for  the  last  17 
years.  He  and  his  wife  and  six  children, 
came  to  this  place  direct  from  England,  in 
the  fall  of  1857,  and  hav»  proved  a  worthy 
and  highly  respected  family.  The  present 
number  of  church  members,  I  believe,  is 
about  thirty. 

The  number  of  soldiers  furnished  for  the 
army,  from  thi3  town,  was  69.  22  of  the  first 
f?ad  no  bounty ;  the  next  12  had  $  100.00 
eacr\  the  next  had  $  500  00  each. 

Sudbury  has  a  cheese  factory  in  successful 
operation.'  This  is  the  third  year  since  it 
was  built,  jfthas  thus  far  proved  satisfactory 

A  correspondent  of  Mr.  Mott's  paper  [Bran- 
don] writes: 

Hyde  Hotel,  Sudbury,  Vt.,  Aug.  10,  75. 

The  valley  in  front  of  our  hotel,  forming 
the  boundary  between  Rutland  and  Addison 
counties,  and  the  towns  of  Sudbury  and  Or- 
well, extends  westerly  in  the  direction  of 
Lake  Champlain,  and  is  truly  a  paradise  for 
farmers1.  Though  yielding  good  crops  of 
corn,  oats  and  barley,  yet  it  is  more  valuable 
for  grass  and  grazing.  Hence  the  farmers 
here,  to  make  the  most  of  their  opportunity, 
have  turned  their  attention  more  particular- 
ly to  making  butter  and  cheese  and  to  the 
raising  of  sheep,  while  furnishing  to  other 
sections  of  the  country  every  description  of 
etock. 

Cheese  factories  in  this  neighborhood,  or 
within  a  few  miles,  are  numerous.    jThe.^e  es- 

•  "  Hon.  James  K.  Hyde.  Judp;e  of  the  County  Court 
(Rutland  Co.)  died  at  his  residence, of  typhoid  pneumo* 
nia,  Sept.  21,  1870,  aged  ft*  your*  Mr.  Hyde  win  a 
member  of  the  last  Constitutional  Convention,  1870." 
The  father  of  Hon.  James  K.  Hyde  lived  to  the  age  of 
9<J  years  and  10  mouths. 


tablishment3  turn  out  from  200  to  800  lbs.  of 
cheese  per  day.  The  creameries  combine  the 
conveniences  for  making  both  butter  and 
cheese,  and  are  becoming  quite  popular  with 
many  of  the  farmers.  Still,  I  should  judge 
that  a  Lirge  proportion  of  the  farmers  prefer- 
red the  good  old  way  of  manufacturing  their 
butter  and  cheese  at  their  own  houses,  and 
using  their  butter-milk  and  whey  for  feeding 
calves  and  swine  at  their  pleasure.  Butter 
is  selling  here  for  about  25  cents  per  pound,  % 
and  cheese  fcr  12|  and  13  cents,  which  is  con-  * 
sidered  very  fair  and  remunerative.  The  an- 
nual income  to  the  farmer  is  from  $60  to  $75 
per  cow,  which,  with  what  can  be  obtained 
from  young  stock  and  sheep,  makes  farming 
reasonably  profitable  in  this  vicinity.  The 
profits,  though  comparatively  small  are  sure. 

The  farms  and  farm  buildings  in  this  vi- 
cinity all  bear  evidence  of  prosperity.  Gen- 
erally they  are  neat  in  their  appearance. 
The  cattle  are  well  housed,  the  public  high- 
ways are  in  good  condition,  and  to  a  consid- 
erable extent  are  ornamented  with  shade 
trees. 

But  there  is  room  even  here  for  improve- 
ment. The  great  valleys  in  this  section  of 
the  State  contain  scarcely  an  acre  of  land 
but  what  is  capable  of  raising  from  one  to 
three  tons  of  hay,  and  yet  the  average  is 
probably  less  than  one.  These  lime-rock 
hills  alTord  most  excellent  pasturage  for  cat- 
tle and  sheep.  They  may  be  grazed  upon 
year  after  year,  and  their  fertility  maintain- 
ed, but  the  meadows  below,  all  along  the 
valleys,  need  to  be  overspread  occasionally 
with  some  fertilizing  material,  to  keep  them 
up  and  to  improve  them.  In  all  the  States 
through  which  we  have  traveled,  from  Maine 
to  Kansas,  we  have  seen  no  better  lands  for 
grass.  Generally  they  are  free  from  stones, 
easily  worked,  and  there  is  nothing  wanting 
but  sufficient  fertilizers  to  make  them  the  most 
profitable,  for  grass,  of  any  in  the  country. 

From  Thompson' s  Gazetteer,  1842. 

Sodbury,  bounded  N.  by  Whiting,  E.  by 
Brandon,  S.  by  Hubbardton,  W.  by  Orwell 
and  Benson;  acres,  13, 42G  ;  chartered  Aug. 
6,  1701  ;  early  settlers  generally  from  Con- 
necticut. Otter  Creek  touches  upon  the  east- 
ern border,  the  other  streams  small.  Hub- 
bardton pond  extends  into  the  south  part, 
and  there  are  several  smaller  ponds  in  town; 
Uiukum  is  the  most  considerable,  which  falls 
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into  Otter  Creek.  Surface  ot'  township  an 
even  ;  a  higli  ridge  extends  through  the  cen- 
ter, north  and  south  :  a  small  village  in  the 
westerly  part,  containing  a  meetiughouse, 
store,  tavern  and  several  dwelling  houses  ; 
churches,  Congregational  and  Methodist ; 
Congregational  Pastor,  Rev.  Silas  Parsons, 
1806  to  1815;  Rev.  Moses  Knapen,  1319  to 
1330;  Rev.  John  Thompson,*  1333  to  1838  ; 
meeting  house  erected  about  1805,  member 
ship  in  1842  about  45.  Methodist  society,  no 
particulars.  Seven  school  districts  and  school 
houses;  statistics  of  1840;  2  saw  mills,  2 
Btores,  2  taverns,  2  tanneries  ;  population  796; 
horses,  174;  cattle,  954;  sheep,  11,653;  wheat, 
bush.  1,433;  oats,  2,662;  rye,  2,156 ;  buck- 
wheat, 204;  corn,  3,800;  sugar,  lbs  550." 

1876.  Pop.  601,  N.  W.  from  Rutland,  25 
miles,  R.  R.  3.,  Addison  R.  R.,  Whiting,  5 
miles  ;  daily  stage  from  Leicester  to  Sudbury. 
Town  clerk  and  treasurer,  W.  P.  J.  Hyde  ; 
selectmen,  D.  C.  and  0.  H  P.  Ketchara ;  post- 
master, R.  W.  Pitts  ;  justices,  W.  P.  J.  Hyde, 
D.  C.  Ketcham,  Andrew  Webster,  Lyman 
Hawkins,  W.  J.  Sawyer.    Churches,  Cong. 

H.  F.  Bustet,  pastor;   Meth.  ;  Uni.  K. 

Haven.   Hotels — Hyde's,  A.  H.  Hyde  ;  Roy- 
al House,  R.  W.  Pitts,  R.  W.  Pitta  &  Son. 
Physician,  Geo.  W.  Campbell. 
ee  volution  art   pensioners  in  sudbury" , 

June  1,  1840. 
Adam  Stevens,  age  89 ;  Abner  Hull,  age  79  ; 
Azel  Williams,  "  80*;  Peter  Reynolds,"  79  ; 
Noah  Merritt,    "  85 ;  Stephen  Murray,"  82; 

Peter  Reynolds  resided  with  John  Hull, 
all  the  others  were  the  heads  of  their  own 
house  and  family. 

"  Brown's  Camp,"  in  Sudbury,  "was  near 
Miller's  bridge,  on  a  high  rock,  nearly  per- 
pendicular, from  the  base  of  which,  on  the 
east  side,  issues  a  spring.' 

THE  KETCH.YH  FAMILY. 

Thomas  Ketchara  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  town  of  Sudbury.  He  had  5  sons 
and  5  daughters,  who  lived  to  mature  years, 
settled  in  Sudbury  and  became  useful  mem- 

*  Bora  in  Kingsboro'  N.  C.  179'J  ;  fitted  with  Rev.  Dr 
Yale;  graduated  at  Stiddlebury,  1826:  studied  at 
Princeton  Tbeo,  Bern.  18 -it}-" '28,  Dec.  1S28,  Bent  by  A. 
B.  C.  F.  M.  Missionary  to  The  Cherokee*,  in  Georgia. 
Twice  urr>'*te  I  by  th»«  State  for noa-acquiescence  In  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Indians  ;  continued  bis  work  till  break- 
ing np  of  the  Mission,  1832;  Home  Missionary  in  Ohio, 
1832- '34;  Pastor  in  Sudbury  '84  to  ';17  •  of  a  Presbyter* 
iao  Church.  Granville,  N.  Y.,  1 8:57-40  ;  in  Winchester, 
N.  EL,  from  1310  till  his  death,  Ap.  3,  1S-M5.— i'eursun. 


bers  of  society.  October  17th  about  fifty 
of  his  descendants,  residing  in  Sudbury, 
Brandon,  Pittsford,  Hubbardton,  Benson,  Or- 
well, Whiting,  and  Malone,  N,  Y.,  met  at  the 
residence  of  Allen  Ketcham,  Esq..  (grandson 
of  Thomas)  for  a  family  visit. 

Mr.  Ketchara  is  an  extensive  and  model 
farmer — has  a  place  for  every  thing  and  eve- 
ry thing  iu  its  place — a  characteristic  of  the 
family.  His  elegant  and  richly  furnished 
residence,  the  arrangement  of  his  out-build- 
ings, his  extensive  and  highly  cultivated 
fields,  waving  with  a  rich  harvest,  the  vast 
expanse  of  alluvial  meadows  on  the  banks  of 
Otter  Creek,  and  his  fine  stock  of  cattle, 
horses  and  sheep,  all  bespeak  the  taste  and 
judgment  of  the  proprietor  ;  and  yet  he  is  ex- 
celled by  some  of  his  guests. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  number  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive fruit  grower  and  horticulturist  in 
western  Vermont.  He  has  30  acres  of  or- 
charding, all  in  a  flourishing  condition,  bend- 
ing under  its  burden  of  delicious  fruit,  to  say 
nothing  of  his  extensive  nurseries  of  fruit 
trees  and  ornamental  shrubberies,  or  of  his 
garden  of  luxuries  blooming  with  the  beau- 
ties of  nature.  He  appears  to  possess  by  na- 
ture a  peculiar  gift  in  neutralizing  the  rigor 
of  our  climate,  to  such  a  degree  that  even  the 
various  kinds  of  tropical  fruit,  unaware  but 
what  they  are  in  the  sunny  South,  flourish 
under  his  fostering  care.  Several  of  the 
brotherhood  may  with  propriety  be  called 
business  farmers.  I  recently  met  one  of  them 
in  the  street  on  his  way  to  market  with  640 
head  of  cattle. 

The  presence  of  two  aged  matrons  at  the 
family  gathering  added  much  interest  to  the 
occasion.  The  widow  Patty  Knowlton,  has 
seen  more  than  four-score  years,  and  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  original  Ketch- 
am family.  She  came  to  -Sudbury  when  it 
was  nearly  an  unbroken  wilderness — here 
and  there  an  opening  just  sufficient  to  let 
daylight  shine  down  into  the  dark  forbid- 
ding and  almost  impenetrable  forest — when 
naught  was  to  be  heard  but  the  howling  of 
the  wolves,  the  suilen  growls  of  the  bears  and 
the  sharp  screams  of  the  panthers,  which 
frightened  the  deer  that  roamed  at  large  ou 
Sudbury  hills,  and  upon  the  bauks  of  Otter 
Creek. 

She  has  followed  her  five  brothers  nr.d  four 
sisters  to  the  quiet  church-yard,  and  those 
monuments  whose  white  heads  point  heaven- 
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ward,  mark  the  last  resting  place  of  those 
whose  memories  and  whose  virtues  are  em- 
balmed in  the  hearts  of  their  numerous  de- 
scendants. She  has  led  a  life  and  set  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation. 

The  widow  of  the  late  Major  Barnard 
Ketcham,  of  Sudbury,  was  present.  She  was 
N  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  underwent  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  the  pioneers 
of  the  town,  of  which. the  present  generation 
are  ignorant.  She  is  a  remarkable  woman — 
has  lived  to  see  the  dense  forests  disappear 
and  give  place  to  one  of  the  richest  farming 
districts  in  the  valley  of  Otter  Creek.  She  is 
a  connecting  link  between  two  centuries,  hav- 
ing seen  nearly  four-score-and-ten  years,  and 
notwithstanding  her  advanced  age,  her  men- 
tal faculties  appear  with  all  the  strength  and 
vigor  of  youth.  Industry  and  frugality,  up- 
rightness and  integrity,  energy  and  decision 
of  character,  have  been  her  prominent  traits 
during  her  long  and  useful  life.  Her  social 
qualities  render  her  the  life  and  animation  of 
the  circle  of  acquaintance  in  which  she 
moves.  She  will  long  be  remembered  for  her 
amiable  qualities. 

It  was  truly  a  social  gathering  as  they  re- 
newed former  acquaintance,  they  lived  their 
lives  over  again. 

The  men,  all  substantial  farmers — culti- 
vate the  soil  and  their  intellects  at  the  same 
time — the  great  book  of  nature  being  con- 
stantly spread  out  before  them  ;  hence  there 
was  a  degree  of  intelligence  manifest,  not 
common  in  a  family  circle.  Several  of  their 
number  have  held  seats  in  the  Legislature  ; 
they  have  also  filled  various  other  important 
stations.  The  social  intercourse  and  friendly 
greetings,  the  beautiful  scenery  and  admira- 
ble music  combined  to  render  it  an  occasion 
long  to  be  remembered. — From  the  Middle- 
bury  Register. 

HON.  J03EPH  WARNER. 

Judge  Warner,  born  in  Sudbury.  Dec.  4, 
1303  ;  first  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
this  town,  kept  store  on  Sudbury  Hill  with 
John  Jackson  in  1814.  Afterward  removed 
to  Middlebury  and  became  a  favorite  citizen 
of  that  town  ;  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Mid- 
dlebury from  1S32  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
Dec.  31,  1SG5,  of  heart  disease.  He  fell 
within  the  gate  between  las  house  and  the 
bank,  and  was  taken  up  lifeless.  Successful 
in  business,  frequently  holding  public  otlices, 


Judge  Warner  was  honorably  known  and 
cordially  esteemed  in  his  county  and  State. 
He  married  for  his  first  wife  Jane,  daughter 
of  Hon.  Ezra  Meech,  of  ShelLurne,  who  died 
in  1842,  leaving  three  children,  (.Jen.  James 
Warner,  of  Albany,  and  in  the  late  war,  also 
a  very  successful  business  man  ;  Ezra,  who 
resides  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Bott  and  resides  in  Albany. 

He  married,  second,  Maria  Bates,  daughter 
of  President  Joshua  Bates  of  Middlebury 
College,  Sept.  19,  1860. 

•    JOHN  JACKSON,  SEN  , 

Was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  Nov.  14,  1776. 
Settled  in  Sudbury  in  a  log  house  half  a  mile 
south  of  the  Barnard  Ketcham  Farm,  about 
1809  I  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  with 
Judge  Warner  on  Sudbury  Hill,  1810;  re- 
moved on  to  the  Peters  farm  in  Orwell  in 
1819 ;  started  his  younger  brother  Edward 
in  business  in  Brandon  in  1822,  and  himself 
removed  to  Brandon  in  1835  and  died  in 
1837,  aged  nearly  61  years.  He  married 
first  before  coming  to  Vermont,  and  had  two 
or  more  children  by  this  marriage ;  second, 
in  1814,  the  Widow  Holton,  who  survived 
him  27  years.  For  sketch  of  his  second 
family,  see  Shrewsbury  page. 

Mr.  Jackson  resided  in  Albany  about  15 
years;  removed  to  Brandon  in  1851.  Mar- 
ried Georgia  Alden  of  that  place  in  1852 ; 
children,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  Both 
boys  died  soon  after  the  father  ;  girls,  Mary 
and  Fanny  :  Mary  married  Dr.  Peck  of 
Brandon. 

HON.  JOHN  JACKSON. 

John  Jackson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Sudbury, 
Dec.  8,  1S15.  He  spent  his  earliest  years  in 
that  town  and  Orwell,  and  later  removed 
with  his  father's  family  to  Brandon.  Soon 
after  his  majority  he  spent  two  years  in  New 
York  and  some  ten  years  in  Albany,  where 
he  earned  the  reputation  of  an  energetic, 
prudent,  honorable  and  successful  man  in  his 
business. — About  1817,  he  returned  to  Bran- 
don, where  he  resided  till  his  death.  He  fol- 
lowed successfully  various  branches  of  busi- 
ness and  especially  farming.  That  he  culti- 
vated his  land  and  raised  his  stock  with  a 
watchful  care  and  scientific  experiment,  his 
broad  and  fertile  acres  and  goodly  Hoc ks  and 
herds,  did  fully  attest.  He  gave  much  atten- 
tion to  the  general  interests  of  agriculture,  in 
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both  the  county  and  State;  was  ever  its  un- 
tiring promoter,  as  a  private  member  of  a 
local  society,  or  as  a  director  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Soctety,  which  position  he  had 
held,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  for  several 
years  ;  and  he  was  often  chosen  to  fill  offices 
of  trust  in  Brandon. 

His  first  prominent  appearance  in  public 
life  was  as  a  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention of  1860.  representing  the  State  and 
town  of  the  birth  of  the  late  Stephen  A. 
Douglass.  He  was  a  warm  supporter,  an  ar- 
dent admirer — and  a  faithful  friend,  of  that 
statesman:  he  stood  firmly  by  him  until  his 
nomination  was  made — which  was  a  great 
gratification  to  him,  not  only  for  the  triumph 
of  the  principles  involved,  but  as  a  matter  of 
State  pride  and  personal  friendship. 

In  politics,  he  was  of  the  Democratic  school 
and  acted  with  that  party  until  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Sumter,  when  he  immediately  took 
ground  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  govern- 
ment in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
to  put  down  the  rebellion.  He  saw  the  men 
in  the  South  with  whom  he  acted  in  good 
faith,  throw  off  their  masks  of  pretended  loy- 
alty and  rally,  almost  as  one  man,  to  the 
standard  of  those  who  were  seeking  our  na- 
tional overthrow.  Having  thus  identified 
himself  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for 
one  of  the  State  Senators,  to  which  position 
he  was  elected  by  a  large  majority. 

During  the  session  of  1861  and  '62,  until 
about  four  weeks  before  its  close,  he  faithful- 
ly served  his  constituents.  While  he  did  not 
take  much  part  in  public  debates,  he  render- 
ed efficient  service  on  the  Bank  Committee  ; 
being  well  prepared  to  discharge  the  duties 
assigned  that  committee,  having  been  long  a 
director  in  the  Brandon  Bank.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
and  of  that  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  was  deprived  of  rendering  much  ser- 
vice at  the  last  session,  not  resuming  his  seat 
after  his  first  attack  of  disease,  although  he 
made  great  efforts  to  do  so,  and  it  was  believ- 
ed these  efforts  gave  a  fatal  termination  to 
his  disease. 

He  died  Dec.  8,  1802.  aged  47,  leaving  a 
vidow  and  four  children. 

He  married  Georgiana  Alden,  of  Brandon, 
and  in  his  domestic  relations  was  no  less 
happy  than  in  his  public  life  and  career.  A 
man  of  warm  and  noble  impulses  of  heart, 


and  large  generosity,  he  was  in  turn  deeply 
beloved  by  his  many  friends,  both  in  private 
and  public  life. 

Robinson*  rests  on  the  quiet  hillside  beside 
his  honored  ancestors;  Eastman,  the  quiet 
companion  and  poet,  sleeps  in  the  cemetery 
consecrated  b}r  his  own  music  ;  Jackson,  the 
friend  and  companion  of  both,  in  the  shady 
dell,  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  near  his  home, 
in  a  grave  of  his  own  selection. 

SUDBURT  GSADUATE3  AT  MIDDLEBURY,  1811 — 
1836. 

Class  of  1314.  Richard  Pease:  Rev.  Dr. 
E.  W.  Hooker,  Rev.  Reuben  Post,  D.  D., 
Prof.  Ruel  Keith  and  Fisk  and  Parsons,  mis- 
sionaries, were  among  his  classmates.  He 
was  a  teacher  and  a  merchant  in  Woodville, 
Mis3.  and  a  merchant  at  Matamoras,  Mexico, 
and  resided  at  Avransas  Bay,  Texas,  from 
1839  till  his  death.  M  He  left  home  Jan.  24, 
1S42,  to  return  the  same  day.  Not  returning, 
search  was  made  and  he  was  found  shot 
through  the  loins  and  stripped  of  his  clothes. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  murderers  or  their 
motives." 

Class  of  1836.  Merritt  Mattisou  became 
a  Methodist  clergyman  and  was  at  one  time 
principal  of  an  academy  in  New  York. — 
Pearson. 

Sarah  Abbott,  Sudbury,  contributed  one 
of  the  poems  to  "  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Ver- 
mont; 1848 — page  175. 


TINMOUTH. 

BT  HOX.  0.  NOBLE. 

Tinmouth  was  chartered  6  miles  square. 
A  part  was  taken  off  in  forming  Middletown, 
and  a  part  set  to  Wallingfori,  leaving  but 
about  two-thirds  of  the  original  town.  A 
number  of  families  came  simultaneously  into 
the  town,  the  most  of  them  from  Salisbury, 
Ct.  Among  them  were  Charles  Brewster, 
Solomon  Bingham,  John  Spafford,  John  Mc- 
Neal,  John  Trim,  Samuel  Chipman,  James 
Adams  and  Benjamin  Chandler.  The  town 
was  not  organized  until  Mar.  8,  1771.  Be- 
fore that  tune  there  were  quite  a  large  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  scattered  over  the  town 
in  log  cabins.  Among  them  were  Cephas 
Smith,  Bethuel  Chittenden,  Neri  Cram  ton, 
and  Stephen  Rico.    At  the  first  town  meet- 

*  RobiutOd  au<l  Eastman,  also  members  of  the  Balti- 
more Coavoutiou. 
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ing,  John  Mc  .\eal  was  moderator;  Charles 
Brewster  was  elected  clerk,  and  these  two  < 
with  James  Adams  were  chosen  selectmen. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  other  town  offi- 
cers were  appointed.    About  this  time  Eben-  - 
ezer  Allen  and  Stephen  Royce  came  into  , 
town.   These  two  last  named  were  appointed  ; 
delegates  from  Tinmouth  to  the  first  conven-  , 
tion  that  was  assembled  to  declare  the  New-  ; 
Hampshire  Grants   an   independent  State. 
They  met  at  Cephas  Kent's,  in  Dorset,  July, 
1774.    The  gentleman  above  named  is  in  the 
Vermont  State  Papers  called  Major  Thomas 
Rice.    It  should  have  been  Major  Stephen 
Royce. 

Ebenezer  Allen  and  Charles  Brewster  were 
delegates  to  the  Convention  that  assembled 
at  Windsor,  July,  1777,  and  adopted  the 
Constitution  of  Vermont.  Before  this  time, 
or  within  a  year  or  two  after,  Elihu  Clark, 
Jonathan  Bell,  Thomas  Porter,  Obadiah  No- 
ble, Samuel  Mattocks  and  Ebenezer  Marvin 
moved  into  town. 

CHARLES  BREWSTER 

was  the  first  representative  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  also  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 
Special  Court  which  was  created  for  the  Rut- 
land Shire  of  Bennington  County,  before  Rut- 
land County  was  organized. 

SOLOMON  BINGHAM 

was  a  blacksmith,  but  he  never  worked  much 
at  his  trade  in  Tinmouth.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious, persevering  man,  with  a  large  family. 
His  oldest  son,  Solomon,  was  educated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  became  a  lawyer,  and 
practiced  several  years  in  Tinmouth.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Franklin  County  where 
he  lived  and  died.  Three  of  the  gentleman's 
children  are  still  living.  One,  a  daughter, 
born  in  1773,  is  the  much  respected  wife  of 
Dr.  Willoughby,  of  East  Berkshire.  Mr. 
Bingham  was  the  second  representative  from 
Tinmouth  to  the  Legislature. 

COL.  JOHN  SPOFFORD 

was  one  of  the  first  men  who  came  into  Tin- 
mouth. He  was  a  strong  man  in  body  and 
mind,  and  was  prosperous  in  business.  He 
early  represented  the  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  a  rnemher  of  the  Convention 
that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Ver- 
mont into  the  Union,  lie  had  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children,  several  of  which  are  still 
living.     His  oldest  son,  Heman,  born  in 


1773,  is  now  living  in  Clarendon,  and  his 
oldest  daughter,  widow  Royce,  now  lives  in 
Richford.  (1854). 

JOHN  MCNEAL 

was  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic 
men  in  town  as  long  as  he  remained  there, 
and  was  the  first  who,  in  the  language  of  the 
day,  was  an  inn-keeper ;  but,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  un- 
fortunately placed  himself  on  the  wrong  side, 
and  his  property  was  confiscated.  The  sale 
of  his  farm  put  more  money  into  the  treasury 
than  any  other  confiscated  farm  in  Vermont. 
There  were  others  which  sold  for  a  larger 
sum,  but  Mc  Neal  wras  entirely  free  from 
debt,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  most 
of  those  whose  farms  were  disposed  of  as 
was  his. 

JOHN  TRAIN 

came  into  the  town  with  his  son,  Orange, 
among  the  earliest  settlers.  The  old  gentle- 
man died  in  1777.  Orange  was  the  first 
constable  in  Tinmouth,  and  represented  the 
town  in  the  Legislature  9  years.  One  of  his 
daughters,  Mrs  Gilbert,  is  still  living  in 
Tinmouth. 

BENJAMIN  CHANDLER 

had  a-  numerous  family.  He  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  was  the  only 
man  from  Tinmouth  killed  there.  His  son, 
Benjamin,  was  a  doctor,  and  lived  and  died 
at  St.  Albans. 

SAMUEL  CHIPMAN 

was  a  blacksmith.  He  had  6  sons,  Nathan- 
iel, Lemuel,  Darius,  Cyrus,  Samuel,  and 
Daniel.  Nathaniel  was  educated  at  New 
Haven,  and  Daniel  at  Dartmouth.  The 
others  had  no  more  than  a  common  school 
education.  Lemuel  and  Cyrus  were  doctors; 
the  others  were  lawyers.  Nathaniel  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Connecticut,  March, 
1779,  and  it  appears  from  the  record  of  the 
Superior  Court,  holden  at  Rutland,  in  the 
county  of  Bennington,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  June,  1779,  that  Nathaniel,  Esq.,  was 
appointed  attorney  at  law,  was  sworn  and 
licensed  to  plead  at  the  b.ir  within  this  State, 
lie  was  married,  March,  1761,  and  went  im- 
mediately into  possession  of  his  father's  farm 
in  Tinmouth,  where  he  built  a  forge  for  the 
manufacture  of  bar  iron.  He  attended  to 
his  profession,  his  farm,  and  ins  forge  several 
years  ;  but  did  not  succeed  to  his  satisfaction. 
He  finally  told  all  his  real  estate  to  his 


TINMOUTH. 


1143 


brother  Darius,  and  removed  to  Rutland. 
He  lived  in  Rutland  until  1803,  when  he  re- 
bought  the  Tinmouth  farm.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  represented  the 
town  of  Tinmouth  in  the  Legislature  2  years 
before  he  moved  to  Rutland,  and  6  years 
after  his  return.  He  was  2  years  Judge  of 
the  District  Court,  6  years  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  State,  and  6  years  a 
Senator  in  Congress.  Judge  Chipman,  as 
a  jurist,  was  not  surpassed  by  any  of  his  co- 
temporaries.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  90  years, 
his  mind  strong  and  vigorous  to  the  last,  al- 
though his  eye  was  dim  and  his  natural  force 
somewhat  abated.  Lemuel  studied  his  pro- 
fession with  Dr.  Marvin,  in  Tinmouth,  and 
commenced  practice  in  Pawlet*  He  repre- 
sented that  town  in  the  Legislature  several 
years,  and  was  6  years  a  Judge  of  the  Rut- 
land County  Court.  He  and  hi3  brother 
Cyrus,  who  was  also  a  physician,  moved  to 
the  western  part  of  New  York.  Lemuel 
there  became  a  distinguished  politician,  and 
was  several  years  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  appointment,  under  their  old  constitution. 
Darius  was  a  very  industrious,  persevering 
business  man.  He  moved  upon  the  Tin- 
mouth farm  when  he  bought  it  of  Nathaniel. 
He  lived  there  a  number  of  years,  and  when 
he  had  arranged  every  thing  to  his  satisfac- 
tion, returned  to  Rutland.  He  was  H  years 
State's  Attorney  in  this  county.  The  three 
youngest  sons  of  Mr.  Chipman  left  Tinmouth 
when  they  were  licensed  to  practice  their 
profession,  and  never  held  any  office  in  Tin- 
mouth nor  in  Rutland  County. 

CEPHAS  SMITH 

was  an  industrious  farmer.  He  had  cleared 
a  considerable  part  of  his  farm,  when  he 
rented  it  out  and  moved  to  Hanover,  where 
he  worked  with  his  team  and  kept  a  few 
boarders  until  he  had  educated  his  sons  at 
Dartmouth  College,  and,  when  they  gradu- 
ated, went  back  into  his  log-hous^  in  Tin- 
mouth. These  two  sons  were  subsequently 
attorneys.  Cephas  lived  and  died  in  Rut- 
land, and  Cyrus  in  Vergennes. 

BETHUEL  CHITTENDEN 

was  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  brother  of 
the  first  governor  of  Vermont.    He  preached 
in  Tinmouth  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
for  15  or  20  years,  but  there  was  no  church  | 
of  that  denomination  organized  here.    1 1 e  j 
cleared  a  farm  and,  in  company  with  Major 


Royce,  built  the  first  saw-mill  that  was 
erected  in  town.  He  removed  to  Chittenden 
County  in  1790. 

NERI  CRAMTON 

was  a  bold  and  fearless  soldier,  and  was  one 
of  Ethan  Allen's  men  at  Ticonderoga.  When 
Burgoyne  had  penetrated  as  far  south  as 
Skeenesborough,  Cramton,  with  a  scouting 
party,  was  taken  prisoner.  lie  had  no  way 
of  release  but  to  take  protection  under  Bur- 
goyne. He  returned  home,  and  the  day  be- 
fore  the  battle  of  Bennington,  had  proceeded 
with  his  family  as  far  as  Arlington,  on  their 
way  to  Litchfield.  Finding  there  would  be 
a  battle,  he  left  his  family  there,  and  went  to 
Bennington,  to  engage  in  the  affray.  He 
was  told  that  he  was  running  a  great  risk  ; 
for,  if  again  taken  prisoner,  he  would  im- 
mediately be  hanged.  He  said  lie  should 
never  again  be  taken  alive.  He  went  into 
the  battle  and  fought  bravely.  One  son  and 
one  daughter,  Ivlrs.  Capron,  the  only  sur- 
vivers  of  the  family,  are  still  living  in  Tin- 
mouth. 

STEPHEN  RICE 

wa3  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  successful 
of  the  Tinmouth  farmers.  He  was  consid- 
erably advanced  in  life  when  he  came  to 
Tinmouth.  None  of  his  childJ®n  are  now 
living.  One  of  his  grandsons,  Levi  Rice, 
and  a  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Valentine,  are 
yet  liviug  in  Tinmouth. 

ELISHA  CLARK 

was  a  man  of  great  physical  and  mental 
vigor  and  perseverance.  In  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  a  distinguished  officer; 
first  as  adjutant  in  Herrick's  regiment  of 
Rangers,  and  subsequently  as  commissary. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Tinmouth.  In  1736,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of 
Rutland,  which  office  he  held  19  years  in 
succession,  performing  the  duties  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  community.  He  had  a  nu- 
merous and  respectable  family,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  85.  His  youngest  son  an  i  two 
younger  daughters  are  stili  living  in  Tin- 
mouth. 

JONATHAN  BET.L 

was  a  deputy  sheriff  soon  after  this  County 
was  organised,  and,  in  17^'i,  was  elected 
Sheriff.  He  continued  in  that  office  16  year*, 
and  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  discharge 
of  its  duties. 
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OBADIAH  NOBLE 

•was  a  graduate  of  New  Jersey  College,  and 
a  classmate  with  Judge  Reeve,  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Judge  Patterson,  of  New  Jersey. 
He  was  a  Congregational  minister,  in  New 
Hampshire,  before  he  came  to  Tinraouth. 
When  the  County  of  Rutland  was  organized, 
he  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Court,  which 
office  he  held  10  years.  He  was  the  first  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Tinmouth  after  the  or- 
gan:zation  of  the  County,  and  held  that  office 
19  years.  He  had  3  sons  and  3  daughters. 
His  eldest  son  died  in,  Williamstown,  a 
member  of  the  first  Sophomore  class  in  Wil- 
liams College.  His  two  other  sons  are  still 
living  in  Tinmouth.  His  oldest  daughter  is 
dead,  leaving  a  family  in  western  New  York. 
The  two  others  are  still  living  as  heads  of 
families,  but  not  in  Tinmouth.  Mr.  Noble 
and  his  wife  both  lived  to  reach  the  age  of 
90  years. 

SAMUEL  MATTOCKS 

came  from  Westford,  Ct.  He  was  a  captain 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  resigned 
his  commission  and  came  to  Tinmouth. 
About  the  year  1779,  he  was  a  representa- 
tive from  Tinmouth  ;  he  was  4  years  in  the 
Legislature,  was  2  years  a  Councilor,  and 
"wa3  7  yeaie-  a  Judge  of  Rutland  County 
Court;  he  wat  a  member  of  the  second  Coun- 
cil of  Censors  in  the  State.  In  1787,  he  was 
appointed  Treasurer  of  the  State,  and  was 
continued  in  that  office  13  years ;  the  old 
building  in  which  he  lived  and  kept  that 
office,  is  still  standing  on  his  old  farm.  He 
had  three  son3  and  one  daughter,  but  none 
of  them  are  living  now.  His  youngest  son 
was  the  late  Governor  Mattocks  of  Vermont. 

EBENEZER  MARVIN 

was  a  physician ;  he  married  the  daughter 
of  James  Adams,  above  named  ;  he  was  a 
representative  from  Tinmouth  5  years,  and 
a  member  of  the  first  Council  of  Censors 
elected  in  this  State  ;  he  was  Judge  of  Rut- 
land County  Court  6  years;  was  Chief  Judge 
when  he  removed  to  what  was  called  Hunts- 
burgh,*  where  he  was  made  Chief  Judge  of 
Chittenden  County  ;  and,  when  Franklin 
County  was  organized,  he  was  the  first  Chief 
Judge  there  also,  fie  was  a  man  of  distin- 
guished talents,  and  eminent  in  his  profession. 

THOMAS  PORTER 

was  from  Farmington,  Ct.,  aud  when  he 
came  to  Tinmouth  was  called  Captain  Por- 
*  Now  Berkshire. 


ter.  He  represented  Tinmouth  in  the  Legis- 
lature 3  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  11  years  ;  he  was  Judge  of  the 
County  2  years,  and  wa3  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  3  years  ;  he,  as  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  signed  that  spirited 
remonstrance  which  Vermont  sent  to  Con- 
gress against  their  interfering  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State  before  it  was  admitted 
into  the  Union.  The  Vermont  Legislature 
had  but  little  knowledge  of  parliamentary 
rules  at  that  time,  yet  Judge  Porter  had  good 
natural  talents  for  a  presiding  officer ;  he 
was  tall,  erect,  well  proportioned,  had  a  clear 
emphatic  voice  and  dignified  deportment. 
He  lived  to  be  99  years  of  age.  Dr.  Porter, 
who  so  long  presided  over  the  Theological 
Institution  at  Andover,  was  his  son. 

major  RorcE, 
before  mentioned,  had  a  large  familv,  the 
last  surviving  member  of  which,  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Ambler,  died  in  Tinmouth,  January  27, 
1855,  in  the  89th  year  of  her  age,  with  her 
mind  clear  and  memory  retentive  to  the  last. 
Major  Royce's  second  son,  Stephen,  married 
the  daughter  of  Judge  Marvin,  and  their 
oldest  son  born  in  Tinmouth  is  the  present 
Governor  of  Vermont. 

Tinmouth  was  one  of  the  few  towns  in 
Rutland  County  which  was  entitled  to  two 
representatives  in  the  first  septenary,  having 
80  taxable  inhabitants.  But  few  of  them 
are  mentioned  in  this  brief  sketch.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  it  has  been  supposed  they  would 
have  favorably  compared  with  the  first  set- 
tlers of  almost  any  other  town  in  the  State. 

The  Congregational  church  was  organized 
in  this  town  in  1780;  the  two  first  deacons 
were  Thomas  Porter  and  Charles  Brewster. 
The  first  minister  was  Benjamin  Osborn, 
ordained  Sept  27,  1780.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  Judge  Porter.  They  had  two 
daughters,  but  no  son. 

FIRST  COUNTY  COURT-HOUSE   IN  TINMOUTH. 

Rutland  County  was  organized  in  17S1. 
The  first  County  officers  were  Increase  Mose- 
I  ly,  of  Clarendon,  chief  judge;  Thomas  Por- 
tor  of  Tinmouth,  Joseph  Bowker  and  Benj. 
Whipple  of  Rutland,  side  judges;  Obadiah 
Noble,  of  Tinmouth,  clerk;  Abraham  Ives, 
of  Wallingford,  sheriff;  Nathaniel  Chipman, 
of  Tinmouth,  state's  attorney,  and  Joseph 
Bowker,  judge  of  probate. 
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The  Gouaty,  thus  organized,  held  their 
courts,  for  several  years,  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Solomon  Bingham,  inn-keeper  in 
Tinmouth.  Mr.  Bingham  lived  in  a  large 
log-house,  with  two  rooms  in  it,  placed  on 
the  lower  side  of  the  road,  where  he  kept  his 
wood-pile  for  the  avowed  purpose,  among 
others,  of  having  a  good  place  to  get  in  large 
back-logs.  The  Court  occupied  one  room  in 
this  house,  while  Mr.  Bingham  and  his  fam- 
ily kept  their  inn  in  the  other.  When  the 
jury  retired  on  the  trial  of  a  cause,  they 
went  to  a  log- barn  about  8  or  10  rods  from 
the  house, — this  house  and  barn  being  the 
only  buildings  on  the  farm.  The  County 
had  a  jail  about  a  mile  from  this  place,  made 
of  hewn  logs,  locked  together  at  the  corners, 
with  floors  below  and  overhead  made  of  the 
same  materials.  Judge  Mosely  was  quite  an 
old  man  when  he  was  first  appointed  in  this 
County.  He  had  been  a  judge  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  was  supposed  to  know  all  about  it. 
He  wore  a  large  white  wig  in  court,  that 
with  his  age  and  a  grave  countenance  made 
him  appear  quite  venerable.  When  Dr. 
Marvin  was  appointed  chief  judge,  in  lieu 
of  a  wig,  he  substituted  a  military  cocked 
hat,  which  he  wore,  sitting  on  the  bench,  and 
being  a  large,  portly  man,  he  made  a  very 
majestic  appearance.  Justice  was  adminis- 
tered with  great  rapidity  at  that  day.  The 
Court  would  try  three  or  four  jury  causes  in 
the  time  now  occupied  in  the  trial  of  one  of 
the  same  nature  and  magnitude,  and  it  is 
not  certain  but  that  the  right  parties  pre- 
vailed as  often  as  they  do  now,  at  this  en- 
lightened day. 

People  of  this  generation  cannot  have  a 
very  just  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  country 
when  Rutland  County  was  organized.  There 
was  no  way  of  going  to  court,  or  any  where 
else,  but  to  walk  or  ride  on  horseback.  There 
were  a  few  sleighs  and  sleds,  which  answered 
tolerably  well  when  there  was  snow  on  the 
ground;  bnt  there  was  not  a  wheel-carriage 
in  Rutland  County,  except  ox-carts  or  rough 
lumber  wagons,  and  the  roads  were  in  that 
situation  that  a  wheel-carriage  could  not  be 
driven  faster  than  a  man  could  walk.  Most 
of  the  way  the  trees  were  cut  and  moved  out 
of  the  path,  leaving  all  the  roots,  stones, 
knolls  and  hollows  to  bo  run  over.  It  was 
a  greater  task  to  move  a  family  from  Con- 
necticut or  Rhode  Island  to  Vermont,  than 


it  is  now  to  move  one  from  Vermont  to  Kan- 
sas, and  there  were  no  emigrant  aid  societies 
at  that  day. 

John  Irish. 

John  Irish  and  his  brother  William  lived 
on  adjoining  farms  in  the  north  part  of  Tin- 
mouth.  Each  lot  was  210  rods  long,  east 
and  west,  and  57  rods  wide,  nortti  and  south. 
They  commenced  improving  their  respective 
farms  at  the  same  time.  Each  built  a  log 
house  at  equal  distances  from  the  north  and 
south  line.  John's  was  within  6  rods  of  his 
east  line;  and  William's,  about  10  or  12 
rods.  They  had  cleared  their  land  upon 
their  east  line  almost  the  whole  width  of 
their  lots  ;  and  west  of  their  houses,  some 
30  rods.  The  line  fence  between  them  was 
made  of  fallen  trees  and  brush.  The  road 
ran  nearly  parallel  to  this  fence,  until  it 
came  to  their  open  fields,  thence  southeast, 
around  the  sonth  side  of  William's  house, 
leaving  John's  house  about  60  rods  to  the 
north. 

John  had  erected  bars  east  of  bi3  house, 
opening  into  the  woods,  and  from  thence  had 
a  path  southeast  to  the  main  road. 

Thus  were  the  two  brothers  situated,  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1777,  when  Ticonderoga  was 
surrendered  to  the  British  army.  When  the 
news  of  that  event  reached  Tinmouth,  a 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  moved  off  to 
the  south,  into  Arlington,  Shaftsbury,  and 
Bennington,  and  to  any  place  where  they 
could  find  safety. 

Most  of  those  who  staid  on  their  farm3 
sought  protection  under  Gen.  Burgoyne.  He 
gave  them  a  guarantee,  that,  in  case  they  did 
not  oppose  his  army,  their  families  and  prop- 
erty should  be  protected.  Tae  two  brothers 
Irish,  availed  themselves  of  this  protection. 

Some  time  after  this,  I  think  the  latter 
part  of  July,  the  Council  of  Safety,  then  sit- 
ting, I  think,  at  Arlington,  sent  a  scouting 
party  into  Tinmouth  and  the  aljoining 
towns,  to  see  what  was  going  on  among  the 
"  Protectioners,"  and  to  reconnoitre  a  tory 
camp  in  East  Clarendon,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Caleb  Hall. 

This  party  consisted  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Allen,  Lieut.  Isaac  Clark,  an  i  John  Train 
and  Phineas  Clough,  private  soldiers.  Allen 
Train,  and  Clough  belonged  in  Tinmouth, 
and  Clark,  I  think,  lived  then  in  what  is 
now  called  Middletowu.    All  of  them  were 
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personally  acquainted  with  the  brothers 
Irish. 

When  this  party  arrived  at  the  west  part 
of  Tinmouth,  they  were  informed,  that  it 
was  suspected,  that  the  two  brothers  were 
about  joining  the  Tories,  and  that  the  short- 
est route  from  where  they  then  were  to  the 
Tory  camp,  was  the  road  that  passed  the 
house  of  William  Irish. 

They  took  that  road.  And  when  they 
came  near  Irish's  cleared  land,  Allen  directed 
Clough  to  give  his  gun  to  Train  and,  then  go 
to  William  Irish,  and  enquire  the  shortest 
road  to  the  Tory  camp,  and  say  to  Irish  that 
he  had  concluded  to  join  the  Tories. 

When  Clough  arrived  at  the  house,  he 
found  there  the  two  brothers,  William  and 
John.  He  spoke  with  them  as  directed.  They 
stepped  out  of  the  door,  and  told  Clough  he 
mu3t  consider  himself  as  their  prisoner, — 
they  would  see  about  his  going  to  the  Tory 
camp. — William  said  to  John — "  take  Clough 
home  with  you,  I  want  to  make  some  prepa- 
ration, and  then  I  will  go  and  help  you  take 
care  of  him." 

John  had  an  Indian  tomahawk  in  his  hand 
and  told  Clough  to  walk  along  with  him. 
They  walked  near  each  other, — Irish  with 
tomahawk  uplifted, — towards  John's  house. 

When  Allen  saw  this,  he  said  to  Clark  and 
Train, — "  We  must  get  as  near  as  we  can  to 
John's  house,  without  being  discovered."  He 
and  Train  went  north,  around  the  cleared 
land;  and  Clark  went  on  his  hands  and 
knees,  along  the  side  of  the  brush  fence,  to 
the  woods  on  the  east.  The  three  soon  met 
at  the  bars  before  mentioned. 

Allen  then  said  to  Clark'  and  Train, — 

"  Whoever  may  appear  here,  or  whatever 
may  be  done,  you  must  not  fire  at  any  per- 
son until  I  do.  Wnen  I  fire,  you  may."  He 
stationed  himself  about  two  rods  north  of 
the  path, — Clark  about  the  same  distance 
south  of  it,  and  Train  about  hi'teen  or  twen- 
ty rods  further  east.  All  were  hid  behind 
trees. 

They  had  not  been  there  long,  before 
Clough  stepped  from  the  door,  looked  round 
and  ran  for  the  woods.  He  had  got  over  the 
bars  when  Irish  came  out  after  him, — partly 
dressed, — with  a  gun  in  one  hand  and  a  pow- 
der-horn in  the  other.  He  leaped  over  the 
bars,  and  called  out  to  Clough  to  stop  or  he 
would  shoot  him.    He  was  raising  his  gun, 


apparently  to  execute  his  threat,  when  Al- 
len shot  him  through  the  left  hand,  and 
knocked  his  gun  from  him.  Irish  then  turn- 
ed round  facing  Clark  who  shot  him  through 
the  heart.* 

When  Allen's  gun  was  fired,  Clongh  wa3 
so  overcome  with  fear,  that  he  fell  upon  his 
hands  and  knees;  and  when  he  recovered — . 
being  near  Train — he  handed  him  h:s  gan. 
Train  took  Irish's  gun  which  he  called  a  fu- 
see, and  carried  it  to  the  Council  of  Safecv.f 

This  party,  after  killing  Irish,  wen:  to 
Clarendon;  and,  after  making  what  exami- 
nations they  could  about  the  Torv  camo  re- 
turned to  Arlington. 

There  was  a  young  woman  at  the  hou?«  of 
Wm.  Irish  during  these  transactions,  whose 
name  was  Potter,  the  daughter  of  a  widow 
who  lived  in  Clarendon  about  one  mile  and 
a  half  distant.  The  narrative  she  gave  of 
what  was  done  and  said  between  Clough  and 
these  two  brothers,  was  the  same  as  that  re- 
lated by  Clough.  She  said  further,  that,  as 
soon  as  John  Irish  and  Clough  left  the  house 
William  proposed  to  follow  them.  He  had 
changed  his  clothes, — was  putting  on  L;a 
stockings  and  shoes,  when  the  guns  w-re  nr- 
ed.  When  the  first  gun  sounded,  he  said, — 
"  John  has  shot  Clough."  When  the  second 
gun  sounded,  he  said, — "  I  must  go."  Tak 
ing  one  shoe  and  stocking  in  his  hand,  he 
ran  to  the  nearest  woods  in  the  opposite  di- 
rection from  where  the  guns  were  fired. 

It  has  always  been  said,  and,  I  believe, 
never  contradicted,  that  he  went  directly  to 
Burgoyne's  army,  and  never  returnei  antil 
after  the  peace  of  '83. 

The  property  of  these  two  brothers  wa3 
confiscated. 

The  friends  of  these  men  gave  a  very  dif- 
ferent account  of  this  transaction.    They  said 

*  Mr.  Congdoo,  of  Wallingford,  published  in  th* 
Rntkind  Herald  coon  after  this  account  by  Jmi^e  Sot  i« 
appeared,  a  very  different  statement  of  the  siue.  and 
severely  reflective  on  Isaac  Clark,  which  thr  J  .  i_s 
answered  to  in  the  same  paper,  vindicating  the  old 
revolutionary  hero  and  his  statement  so  satisfactorily, 
we  have  thought  with  the  Jtui^e,  who  oi.ly  >t-nt  ia  hia 
first  account,  the  same  to  he  sufficient —  *i>d  thjt  » 
man  oi  over  8n  years,  born  on  the  sp.  t.  livil  -  thera 
all  his  life  (and  of  Judge  Noble's  probity  and  tu:  - 
gence),  personally  acquainted  with  the  neighb  rb.  ■  i 
ami  neighbors  ami  most  of  the  *cu.ra  euti..*i  t-  *3 
unquestioned  belief. — Ko. 

+  Irish  took  Clough'l  £\ia  away  from  him.  Bl  tl  *r 
Jay  ha<l  the  story  from  John  Train,  and  went  '  » 
to  tlie  grouud  where  Irish         kiilo<J. — (2eo.  M.  K  •*• 
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Allen  went  Lo  Irish's  house  for  the  express 
purpose  of  killing  him, — that  Irish  had  no 
gun, — that  he  was  called  out  of  his  house, 
unarmed,  and  that  when  they  got  him  into 
the  woods,  they  murdered  him.  I  have 
heard  the  wife  of  John  Irish  state  this  in 
strong  language  more  than  once.  But  the 
most  of  those  who  had  the  best  opportunity 
of  learning  the  facts  iu  the  case,  did  not 
think  Allen  had  any  intention  of  killing 
Irish  when  he  went  there  ;  but  that  the  kill- 
ing was  the  result  of  what  occurred  after  the 
parties  came  together.  Those  best  acquaint- 
ed with  Allen,  never  believed  that  Allen  in- 
tended to  kill  Irish  when  he  shot  him  in  the 
hand,  for  there  was  not  a  better  marksman 
in  all  the  American  army,  or  one  more  cool 
and  deliberate  when  in  extreme  danger. 

— I  will  here  relate  an  anecodote  relating 
to  his  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Bennington, 
which  I  think,  clearly  shows  his  character  as 
a  soldier.  This  I  had  of  Col.  Elisha  Clark, 
a  brother  of  Isaac  Clark.  Col.  Clark  told 
me  that  he  commanded  the  advance  guard  oi 
one  division  of  the  American  army.  When 
going  into  battle,  h9  went  forward  to  remove 
fences  and  other  obstructions  that  might  im- 
pede the  march.  The  British  had  a  field- 
piece  placed  upon  an  eminence  which  very 
much  disturbed  our  militia.  Gen.  Stark  or- 
dered Allen  to  take  twenty  sharp-shooters 
from  his  company,  and  go  so  near  that  can- 
non that  they  could  shoot  down  the  artillery 
men  until  they  would  stop  firing  it.  Allen 
with  his  20  men,  moved  oa  with  great  rap- 
idity, and  overtook  Ciark  as  he  and  his  men 
were  removing  a  fence  between  a  wood-lot 
and  the  open  fields.  Just  as  Allen  entered 
the  field,  there  came  a  grape-shot  from  the 
field-piece,  which  grazed  his  cheek,  and  cut 
away  a  portion  of  his  whisker.  He  put 
up  his  hand,  rubbed  his  face,  and  said — 
"them  fellows  shoot  as  careless  as  the  dev- 
il" ! — no  more  disconc  rted  than  as  if  a  snow- 
ball had  been  thrown.  He  rushed  on,  made 
the  attack  upon  the  artillery-men,  and 
Col.  Allen  said  that  in  a  very  short  time,  all 
that  were  not  killed  or  wounded,  run  and 
left  tiie  gun. 

Allen  spiked  it,  and  returned  to  the  main 
body  of  the  army.  A  man  like  this  would 
not  shoot  one  through  the  hand,  extended 
full  length  from  the  body,  if  he  intended  to 
kill  him  while  only  two  rods  from  him. 
As  to  the  facts,  which  I  have  hore  stated, 


I  learned  most  of  them  by  hearing  t':e  :rao  — 
action  often  related  by  Gen.  Clark, — a>  many 
times  by  Train, — and  more  than  cn:e  by 
Clough.  Allen  the  commander  of  the  pir:y. 
I  never  saw.  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  locality  of  these  stirring  scenes,  for  I  was 
born  in  February,  1777, — Irish  was  killed 
the  July  following.  My  father  bought  the 
land  which  belonged  to  the  two  brothers,  the 
next  year;  and  in  October,  1775,  moved  hu 
family  on  to  it,  and  that  has  been  my  home 
ever  since. 

Respectfully  yours. 

0.  Nj3LE. 

Tinmouth,  loth  Nov.,  1351. 

COL.  ISAAC  CLARK. 

"  Colonel  Clark  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  Car-tain 
Ebenezer  Allen's  company,  and  to^k  part  in 
the  surprise  of  Mt.  Defiance,  in  1777." 

July,  1S13,  Gen.  Wilkinson  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Northern  D-partmem  Arm- 
strong, Secretary  of  War,  repaired  to  Saokrtr's 
Harbor  to  supervise  the  operations  on  the 
Ontario  frontier,  contemplating  a  descens 
upon  Kingston  and  movement  down  the  St. 
Lawrence.  A  large  force  was  collected  at 
Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlain,  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.-Gen.  Hampton. 

About  the  1st  of  September,  Hampton  was 
directed  to  move  toward  the  Bri:i>h  posts  on 
the  Richelieu,  to  create  a  diversion  :n  favor 
of  the  Western  array,  and  co-operat*.  it"  nec- 
essary, with  Wilkinson  in  an  attack  qs  n 
Montreal.  About  4, 000  American  troops, 
concentrated  at  Cumberland  Hea  i,  w^re 
joined  by  a  body  of  New-York  militia  On 
the  19th,  the  infantry  and  light  iroor  s  moved 
from  Cumberland  Head  in  boats,  flacked  by 
Mc  Donough's  flotilla.  The  next  morning 
after,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Big  Chazy 
river,  they  were  joined  by  a  squadron  o: 
horse  and  two  artillery  companies.  The 
next  day  the  army  reached  Odleiown.  Can- 
ada; but,  finding  the  streams  dried  up  by  an 
unusual  drought,  they  remained  in  Canaia 
but  one  day.  Hampton  determir.  .1  to 
change  his  route,  and  approach  Montr-  J 
way  of  the  Chauteau^ay.  On  the  2lst,  the 
army  returned  to  Champlain;  the  24th, 
reached  Chauteaugay  Four  Corners,  wber* 
they  remained  inactive  for  26  days,  whea 
Hampton  planned  an  expedition  against  a 
Bmall  body  of  British  troop*,  about  6  mii=4 
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below,  which  expedition  resulted  in  failure, 
and  loss  of  35  men  killed  and  wounded.  He 
returned  to  Plattsburgh  in  a  few  days.  The 
army  was  ordered  into  winter  quarters. 

While  the  army  lay  at  Chauteaugay,  Col. 
Isaac  Clark,  who  commanded  a  detachment 
of  troops  stationed  at  Champlain  village,  was 
ordered  to  commence  a  petty  war  near  Lake 
Champlain.  "  What  I  am  aiming  at,"  writes 
Hampton,  "  is  tranquillity  on  the  road,  by 
kicking  up  a  dust  on  the  lines." 

A  better  officer  than  Clark  to  accomplish 
this  object  could  not  have  been  selected.  He 
had  served  with  Herrick's  Rangers  in  the 
Revolution,  and  was  well  skilled  in  border 
warfare. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  October, 
Clark  crossed  the  Lake  with  110  men,  a  part 
of  whom  belonged  to  the  Rifle  Corps,  and 
early  the  next  morning  reached  the  village 
of  Mrssisco  Bay,  where  a  small  party  of  Brit- 
ish were  stationed,  under  command  of  Major 
Powell.  Clark  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  Rifles,  and  advanced  at  double  quick 
time  until  he  met  the  main  body  of  the  ene- 
my, who  had  been  hastily  drawn  up  near 
the  guard-house.  Directing  his  men  to  halt, 
he  approached  the  British  and  ordered  them 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  Major  Powell  ad- 
vanced and  attempted  to  speak,  but  Clark 
sternly  ordered  him  to  remain  silent,  and 
march  to  the  rear  of  the  American  line." 
The  boldness  of  the  order,  and  the  confident 
tone  in  which  it  was  given,  induced  the 
Major  to  believe  that  the  Rifles  were  sup- 
ported by  a  large  force,  and  he  instantly 
obeyed.  Clark  ordered  his  men  to  advance 
against  the  main  body,  who,  under  their 
captain,  was  preparing  to  charge.  A  volley 
from  the  Riflemen  struck  down  the  captain 
and  several  men,  when  the  rest  threw  down 
their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves  pris- 
oners of  war.  Captain  Finch  was  now  sent 
forward  to  watch  a  force  of  200  British,  who 
were  advancing  under  Col.  Lock.  Finch 
proceeded  with  such  promptness  and  secrecy 
as  to  surprise  an  advance  guard  of  cavalry, 
except  one  man,  who  escaped  and  gave  in- 
formation of  he  approach  of  the  Americans, 
when  Col.  Look  immediately  retreated  with 
the  rest  of  his  command.  The  loss  of  the 
British  in  these  attacks  was  9  killed  and  14 
wounded.  101  prisoners  were  taken  by  Clark 
and  sent  to  Burlington."  Major  Isaac  Clark 
and  Col.  Ira  Allen  were  appointed  by  Con- 


gress, April  26,  1781,  to  go  to  Canada  and 
treat  for  exchange  of  prisoners. —  See  Pal- 
mers History  of  Lake  Champlain* — Ed. 

FROM  THE  TOWN  RECORDS  AND 
OTHER  SOURCES. 

BY  LEVI  EICE,  JS. 

Tinmouth,  chartered  Sept.  15,  1761. 
Grantees.  —  Joseph  Hooker,  Jared  Lee, 
Elijah  Cowles,  Eleazer  Root,  Jehiel  Parme- 
lee,  Ebenezer  Orvis,  Joseph  Porter,  Samuel 
Whitman,  John  Porter,  Capt,  Eph.  Tread- 
well,  Lieut.  John  Hart,  Daniel  Curtis,  Gideon 
Beldan,  Stephen  Dorchester,  James  Hitchcock, 
Abraham  Crittinton,  James  Naughton,  jr., 
Thomas  Newell,  Josiah  Lewis,  John  Hors- 
ford,  Elias  Roberts,  Amos  Barns,  Levi 
Porter,  Abel  Hawley,  .John  Camp,  Stephen 
Hart,  jr.,  Samuel  Pike,  John  Wiard, -Ebene- 
zer Hawley,  Samuel  Cogswell,  Isaac  Newell, 
Jonathan  Andru3,  Thomas  Bell,  Abel  Carter, 
David  Smith,  Ebenezer  Fish,  Ephraim 
Hough,  Stephen  Grannis,  Capt.  Isaac  Hurl- 
burt,  Admiah  Parks,  Simeon  Hart,  Joel 
Parks,  Ephraim  Tuttle,  John  Street,  John 
Hart,  of  Wallingford,  John  Carter,  Jacob 
Carter,  jr.,  Asahel  Cogswell,  Isaiah  Moss, 
Daniel  Lankton,  Jonathan  Blacklee,  Joseph 
Star,  Capt.  Edward  Gaylord,  Andrew  Gridley, 
Reynald  Beckwith,  Ebenezer  Hubbard, 
Aaron  How,  Joseph  Bunnill,  Richard  Wi- 
band,  Daniel  Warner,  Eliakim  Hall,  Zacha- 
riah  Gillet,  Timothy  Hall,  John  Carrington. 

Town  organized  March  8,  1774. 

Among  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  earli- 
est Town  meetings,  we  find  the  following  : 

"March  12,  1776:  Voted,  That  we  will 
build  a  log-house  to  meet  in  on  the  Sab- 
bath. 

Nov.  24,  1778  :  Voted,  That  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town  will  hire  preaching  3 
months,  or  until  our  annual  meeting  in 
March  next. 

Voted,  That  this  town  doth  make  choice 
of  Rev.  Obadiah  Noble  to  preach  lor  us  the 
above  3  months. 

April  6,  1779.  Voted,  That  this  town 
will  hire  preaching  this  year,  and  that  we 
will  get  a  candidate  to  preach,  if  we  can. 

Voted,  That  we  choose  Thomas  Porter, 
Ohadiah  Noble  and  Solomon  Bingham  as  a 
committee  to  provide  preaching. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Noble  shall  supply  the 
pulpit  till  we  can  get  a  candidate. 

June  l<i,  1779.  Voted,  That  we  will  hire 
preaching  four  months. 

Voted,   That  we  make  choice  of  Ensign 
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Stephen  Rice  and  Charles  Brewster  as  a  com- 
mittee, adding  to  the  old  committee,  to  hire 
preaching  the  4  months  for  the  town. 

Voted,  That  we,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Tmmouth,  direct  our  committee  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Osborn  for  to  preach  with  us 
the  4  months  above  mentioned. 

Vo  ed,  That  we  will  raise  £100  to  build  a 
meeting  house. 

April  11,  1780.  Voted,  To  give  Mr  Ben- 
jamin Osborn  a  call  to  settle  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry  in  this  town. 

Voted,  That  if  Mr.  Osborn  shall  settle  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry  in  this  town,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  ministerial  right  of  land 
in  this  town,  we  shall  give  him  as  a  salary 
for  the  first  year  after  his  settlement,  £35, 
for  the  second  year  £40,  and  so.  in  the  same 
progression,  until  his  salary  shall  amount  to 
£70  per  year,  during  the  continuation  of  the 
paid  Mr.  Osborn  in  the  work  of  the  ministry 
in  this  town  ;  said  salary  to  be  paid,  one- 
half  in  wheat,  rye  and  Indian  corn.  Wheat 
at  5s.  per  busliel,  rye  at  3s.  6d.  per  bushel, 
corn  at  2s.  6d.  per  bushel.  The  remaining 
one  half  part  to  be  paid  in  lawful  money, 
equivalent  to  the  price  of  grain  above  men- 
tioned. 

April  6,  1779.  Voted  That  this  town  do 
accept  the  report  of  the  committee  sent  to 
Poultney  to  assist  in  building  the  fort  at 
Gastleton. 

Voted,  That  we  will  raise  the  men,  that  is, 
30,  in  order  to  build  the  above  Fort. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  John  Spafford  shall 
choose  the  men,  with  Gideon  Warren  and 
Major  Royce,  to  assist  "as  a  committee  to 
choose  the  men.'' 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Charles  Brewster,  Thomas  Porter,  Orange 
Train,  Eastus  Barker,  Jared  Porter,  George 
Capron  (for  nearly  forty  years),  George 
Capron,  jr,  Harvey  Shaw,  Levi  Rice,  jr., 
Marcus  Norton,  J.  B.  Valentine,  Tilley  B. 
Norton,  A.  W.  Hathaway,  Levi  Rice,  jr., 
Lewis  Cobb,  J.  H.  Round,  Isaac  D.  Tubbs. 

TOWN  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Charles  Brewster,  Solomon  Bingham,  Col. 
John  Spafford,  Orange  Train  (9  years),  Na- 
thaniel Chipman  (8  years),  Samuel  Mattocks 
(4  years),  Ebenezer  Marvin,  M.  D.,  (5  years'), 
Thomas  Porter  (Speaker),  Elias  Post,  Erastus 
Barker,  Thomas  Porter,  jr.,  Theophilus 
Clark,  M.  D.,  Obadiah  Noble,  Payne  Gilbert, 
Noah  W.  Sawyer,  Eliada  Cramton,  Jeffrey 
Ballard.  Calvin  Brewer,  Harvey  Shaw,  John 
Cobb,  Lampoon  Allen,  Royal  Coleman,  Dex- 
ter Gilbert,  George  Capron,  jr.,  Judah  H. 
Round,  Levi  Rice,  jr.,  Loring  Waldo,  Erwin 
Lillie,  Geo.  M.  Noble,  M.  D.,  Lyman  Cobb, 
John  T.   Ballard,  Absalom   Noble,  Lewis 


Cobb,  Cyrus  Cramton,  J.  W.  Noble,  Henry  D. 
Noble. 

Tinmouth  wa3  the  home  of  three  Supreme 
Court  Judges,  Ebenezer  Marvin,  Thomas 
Porter  and  Nathaniel  Chipman. 

Obadiah  Noble,  Judge  of  Probate  and 
County  Judge  for  several  years,  was  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  the  town  and  a  well  ed- 
ucated lawyer  and  one  of  the  best  presiding 
officers  in  the  State.  Elisha  Clark,  was  also 
Judge  of  Probate. 

LONGEVITY. 

Persons  who  have  died  in  town  over  80 
years  of  age  : 

Nathaniel  Chipman,  LL.  D.,  90  years; 
Rev.  0.  Noble,  91  years;  Mrs.  Noble,  91 
years  ;  Elisha  Clark,  85  years  ;  Beulah  Wal- 
do, 84  years  ;  Amy  Waldo,  82  years  ;  Milley 
Cobb,  81  years;  Huldah  Ballard,  88  years; 
Jane  Gilbert,  83  years;  Chad.  Phillips,  80 
years;  Mrs.  Dr.  Clark,  90  years;  Obadiah 
Noble  (Judge),  87  years  ;  Samuel  Noble,  83 
years  ;  Mary  Noble,  George  Capron,  83  years  ; 
Mrs.  Betsey  Capron,  83  years  ;  John  B-ogers, 
98  years  ;  Neri  Cramton,  85  years ;  Hannah 
Valentine,  Abigail  Ambler,  88  years  ;  Jaco- 
miah  Palmer,  Alvin  Hoadley,  Rachel  Hoad- 
ley,  33  years ;  Joseph  Brown,  Huldah  Mat- 
teson,  Maj.  Stephen  Royce,  85  years  ;  Clias. 
Roise,  96  years;  Mrs.  Baldwin,  84  years; 
Hezekiah  Harrington,  80  years  ;  Mr.  Benja- 
min, 95  years  ;  Rufus  Post,  83  years  ;  Mr. 
Turner,  88  years  ;  Abram  Smith,  81  years  ; 
Samuel  Chipman  (father  of  Judge  C),  90 
years;  Rachel  Perry,  85  years;  Experience 
Rossiter,  98  years ;  Abigail  Carpenter,  100 
years  and  6  months  ;  Widow  Dean,  93  years  ; 
Elisha  Hamilton,  81  years ;  Lucy  Barker, 
84  years  ;  Widow  Gillett,  85  years ;  Thomas 
Rogers,  85  years ;  Elias  Post,  88  years ; 
Judge  Thomas  Porter  (died  in  Granville),  99 
years  ;  Stephen  Rice,  David  Sawyer,  John 
Train,  86  years. 

NOW  LIVING  OVER  75. 

Theophilus  Clark,  M.  D.,  95  years;  Calvin 
Brewer,  88  years ;  John  Norton,  Amanda 
Norton,  Tolly  Rogers,  Seth  Phillips,  Barton 
Peters. 

R F. VO LUT [ON A RY  SOLDIERS. 

We  can  rind  but  the  following  Dames, 
though  there  may  have  been  more  : 

Nathaniel  Chipman,  (Lieut.)  Neri  Cram- 
ton, Phillips,  Maj.  Stephen  Royce,  1>  1 

Samuel  Noble,  Elisha  Clark,  Juhn  Traiu. 
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TIN  MOUTH  SOLDIERS  FOB,  THE  WAR  OF  '61. 

Henry  Mattocks,  killed  in  battle;  Duane 
Hall,  died  in  army  ;  Alfred  G.  Ballard, 
Henry  Ballard,  Medad  Hubbard  —  died  in 
army  ;  Charles  Packard,  Stephen  Packard, 
Elias  E.  Clark,  Job  Corey,  killed  in  battle  ; 
Stephen  Corey,  George  Phillips.  Ephraim 
Phillips,  died  in  army  ;  Dvvight  Eddy,  died 
in  army;  De  Forest  Doty,  Alvin  P.  Stafford, 
Rufus  Nicholson,  Nathan  Nicholson,  Ira 
Nicholson,  Arthur  W.  Hathaway,  John  A. 
Salisbury,  Charles  T.  Miner,  Lucius  Grover, 
Wallace  Battese,  died  in  army ;  Charles  M. 
Noble,  Julius  Hart,  Orange  Hart,  Joel  Rog- 
ers, Alonzo  Levins. 

IRON  AND  OTHER  MINERALS. 

There  are  several  iron  ore  beds  in  Tin- 
mouth.  The  most  notable  are  the  Chipman 
now  owned  by  Bartlett  Stafford,  and  the 
Train  now  owned  by  Seth  Phillips.  These 
beds  were  worked  more  than  75  years  ago, 
and  are  supposed  to  be  almost  inexhaustible. 
They  contain  some  of  the  best  ore  in  the  State. 

The  furnaces  in  Tinmouth  were  supplied 
by  these  and  other  beds  in  Tinmouth,  and 
large  quantities  have  been  exported  to  other 
furnaces,  among  them  Tyson  Furnace  in  Ply- 
mouth, within  a  few  years. 

A  furnace  and  forge  were  built  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  previous  to  the  year 
1800,  and  were  carried  on  by  Major  Willard 
and  Abner  Perry,  and  at  a  later  date,  by 
Wait  Rathbone.  The  last  named,  after 
working  the  Furnace  for  a  few  years,  built 
another  on  Tinmouth  river,  leaving  the  first 
near  the  center  of  the  town,  and  soon  after 
took  William  Vaughan  as  partner.  Under 
the  name  of  Rathbone  and  Vaughan  they 
did  a  large  business  in  making  stoves,  pot- 
ash-kettles and  small  hollow  ware.  The 
last  named  was  so  plenty  as  to  become  al- 
most a  medium  of  exchange. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  marble  here, 
iome  of  it  is  of  superior  quality  ;  but  it  has 
not  been  much  developed  in  consequence  of 
distance  from  Railroad. 

We  have  also  a  black  lead  mine,  on  the 

farm  of  Daniel  Clark.  L.  Rice,  jr. 

st.  Stephen's  church,  tinmouth. 

This  place  was  the  first  residence  of  the 
Rev.  Rethuel  Chittenden  in  Vermont.  By 
nim  the  little  parish  was  formed  and  served, 
more  or  less,  until  his  decease,  in  1809, 

In  the  Convention  of  17'JO,  at  Arlington, 


the  church  in  Tinmonth  was  represented  by 
Elisha  Hamilton.  In  1793,  in  the  Conven- 
tion at  Pawlet,  it  was  represented  by  Eben- 
ezer  Marvin,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
the  Hon.  Stephen  Royoe  of  Berkshire.  In 
1803,  Abraham  Gillett  and  Elisha  Andrews 
were  delegates  to  the  annual  Convention 
from  this  parish. 

The  parish  in  Tinmouth,  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Chittenden,  had  occasional  services  by 
the  different  clergymen  on  duty  at  Pawlet, 
Welh  and  Poultney.  In  the  early  part  of 
1837,  this  parish  was  re-organized  under  the 
name  of  St.  Stephen's  Church.  During  that 
year,  the  Rev.  Darwin  B.  Mason,  did  duty 
in  this  church  one  half  of  the  time.  The 
number  of  communicants  was  then  twelve. 
In  1838,  he  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Lu- 
man  Foote,  who  reported  twelve  communi- 
cants. Since  that  time  this  church  has  not 
had  any  but  occasional  services  and  it  has 
made  no  progress. 

COL.  SPOFFORD  FAMILY, 

recorded  in  the  old  family  bible  by  John 
Spofford,  the  elder.  "  John  Spofford  born 
Aug.  31,  1752  and  Mary  Baldwin  born  Apr. 
20,  1750,  were  married  Mar.  19,  1772;  chil- 
dren: Hannah,  died  young;  Heman  born 
Dec.  4,  1772;  married  to  Betsy  Spofford, 
Nov.  1805 ;  Eleazer  died  young ;  Horatio 
Gates,  born  Feb.  18,  1778  ;  married  to  Han- 
nah Bristol,  May  19,  1800;  died  Aug.  7, 
1833  ;  Polly,  born  Sept.  10,  1779  ;  married 
Caleb  Rice,  Esq.,  Oct,  30,  1797;  John  jr., 
born  Oct.  7,  1781  ;  married  Sally  Carxallar, 
1809  ;  Hannah  2d,  born  Nov.  23,  1783,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Royal  Phelps,  Feb.  2,  1S00  ;  Hi- 
ram, born  Sept.  20,  1785;  Guy  died  young; 
Phebe,  died  young ;  Sophia,  born  Jan.  9, 
1791,  married  to  Richard  Williams,  June  7, 
1807  ;  Phebe  2d,  born  Dec.  6,  1792  ;  married 
Edward  Stevenson,  Feb.  8,  1S20. 
•  John  Spofford  Sen.,  died  Apr.  24,  1823, 
aged  71.  Mary  Spofford  Sept.  9,  1842,  aged  92. 

In  the  summer  of  1874,  we  had  a  pleasant 
historical  visit  from  Mrs.  Williams,  Sophia, 
the  last  but  one  of  the  twelve  children  of  old 
Capt.  Spotl'ord  of  Bennington  battle  and  Rev- 
olutionary fame,  from  whom  we  took  the 
following  nott'S.  "My  father  was  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  Bennington  battle  at 
the  approach  of  Burgoyne,  he  called  out  his 
militia  and  from  his  own  stores  provided  for 
Ins  company.  My  mother  drew  a  pen?i<  u 
lor  years  on  aecouut  of  drawing  the  hues  of 
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rations  and  dealing  them  out.  I  was  the 
eleventh  of  12  children  all  born  by  the  large 
Spring  in  Tinmouth,  except  Horatio  who 
was  born  in  Dorset  just  after  the  Bennington 
battle. 

My  parents  settled  in  Tinmouth  shortly 
after  they  were  married.  All  the  citizens 
fled  before  the  approach  of  Bnrgoyne.  The 
whole  inhabitants  started  off  at  once.  They 
crossed  the  mountain  in  the  night.  Mother 
rode  on  horseback,  Heraan  behind  her  on 
the  pillion.  Mother  intended  to  go  to  the  sea- 
side, but  could  not  go  further  than  Dorset. 
Abijah  Pratt,  who  married  my  father's  sister 
Phebe,  accompanied  the  women  and  children. 
He  was  one  of  father's  militia  men.  After 
the  war,  my  parents  returned  to  their  place 
in  Tinmouth. 

When  my  father  died  200  different  lodges 
sent  their  representatives  to  his  funeral. 
They  came  from  Utica  N.  Y.,  and  from  the 
lodges  all  through  that  section.  It  was  the 
largest  funeral  1  ever  saw.  He  was  a  high 
Mason — had  been  a  Green  Mountain  Boy  of- 
ficer and  lived  to  be  an  old  man.  He  was 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  after- 
ward colonel  in  the  militia.'' 

DR.  HORATIO  GATES  SPOFFORD 

wrote  and  edited  several  works.  He  died 
of  cholera  at  hi3  summer  residence  in  Troy. 
His  place  goes  by  the  name  of  Spofford's 
Summer  House.  It  was  a  noted  place 
for  grapes." 

We  have  among  our  collections  of  Ver- 
mont authorship,  his  gazetteer — "  A  Gazett- 
eer of  the  State  of  New  York,"  in  which  he 
has  the  title  of  LL.  D.,  published  oy  B.  D. 
Packard,  Albany  and  by  the  author  at  Troy, 
Packard  &  Van  Benthuysen,  printers,  1824. 
8vo.  620  pp— Ed.  1 

LETTER  OF  REV.  JONATHAN  H.  NOBLE.' 

As  I  have  not  lived  in  Tinmouth  since  I 
was  16  years  old,  I  have  little  but  memory 
to  rely  upon.  As  to  churches,  I  am  doubtful 
whether  any  but  the  Congregational  was  ever 
organized  in  town  till  the  Methodist  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  Congregational,  the  min- 
isters following  Mr.  Martinda'.e  were  Rev. 

C.  Clapp  and  Rev.  Gates,  pastors,  and. 

as  temporary  supplies,  Revs.  Stephen  Wil- 
liams, A.  Fleming,  G.  S.  Woodhull,  P.  Bates, 
L.  Brewster,  S.  Parmelee.  Possibly  some 
others.    No  minister  now  [Oct.  3,  187">.] 

Fhysicians  — Dr.  Marvin  was  the  first  no 


doubt.  Dr.  Hamilton  was  in  practice  when 
I  was  a  boy.  He  removed  before  I  was  old 
enough  to  remember  much  of  him.  Dr.  The- 
ophilus  Clark,  the  first  physician  I  ever 
knew,  still  lives  in  Tinmouth,  at  the  age  of 
95;  was  from  Connecticut;  must  have  prac- 
tised about  70  years ;  very  skillful.  His 
son,  Claries  C.  Clark,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  College,  practises  his  profession 
in  Oswego,  N.  Y.;  quite  eminent;  has  been 
Government  collector  of  customs  at  that 
port.  Some  others  born  in  Tinmouth  have 
followed  the  same  profession — Dr.  A.  S.  Clark 
in  Maine,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Porter,  Poultney,  Dr. 
M.  0.  Porter,  Cornwall,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Noble, 
Wallingford. 

Lawyers. — First,  Judge  Chipman  from  Con- 
necticut. My  father  (Judge  Obadiah  Noble) 
was  from  New  Hampshire.  He  came  to 
Tinmouth  when  a  child.  Of  those  born  in 
Tinmouth,  John  Mattocks  must  have  been 
the  hrst.  I  knew  his  brother,  Samuel  P. 
Judge  Chipman's  son,  Henry,  graduated  at 
Middle-bury ;'  practised  in  Detroit,  and  be- 
came Judge  of  U.  S.  Circuit  Court. 

David  Nicholson  and  his  brother,  Anson 
A.,  both  lawyers,  now  residing  in  Rutland, 
were  natives  of  this  town  ;  also  Marcus  P. 
Norton,  now  living  in  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  A.  B. 
Waldo,  Port  Henry,  N.  Y. ;  H.  Ballard  and 
Alfred  Ballard  recently  deceased;  and  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Royce,  afterwards  of  Berk- 
shire, Vt. 

Rev.  Orrin  Pier  and  his  twin  brother,  Rev. 
OrTis  Pier,  Methodist  clergymen,  were  born 
in  Tinmouth ;  also  Rev.  Edwards  A.  Beach, 
a  Presbyterian  clergyman  ;  Rev.  Caleli  S. 
Ives,  Episcopal  clergyman,  labored  in  Texas, 
born  and  buried  in  Tinmouth. 

Rev.  Dr.  Porter,*  to  whom  you  refer,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  brought  to  Tinmouth 
when  7  years  old;  a  son  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Porter,  Judge  of  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont ; 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College ;  pastor  in 
Washington,  Ct. ;  he  became  President  of 
Andover  Theological  Seminary;  author  of 
several  works.  I  have  his  memoir,  contain- 
ing a  sketch  of  his  father. 

Jicvolutionary  Soldiers. — I  think  my  father 
speaks,  in  his  paper,  of  Elisha  Clark  ;n  the 
battle  of  Bennington,  and  Mr.  Clough  and 
Allen  and  Crnmpton.  When  a  hoy,  fottf 
were  living  within  a  mile  of  our  house:  E, 

*  Author  <>f  Porter's  Au:ilyain  and  Torter'a  RhatQlfc 
cul  Reudor.— £d. 
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Clark,  David  Dean,  John  Swett  and  Samuel 
Benham.  I  have  heard  Dean  and  Swett 
speak  of  being  in  the  battle  with  Washington, 
at  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  and  I  believe  Samuel 
Benham,  jr.,  and  Julius  Clark  were  soldiers 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Of  the  soldiers  in  the 
late  Rebellion,  I  know  only  two  personally, 
Col  John  Salisbury  and  my  nephew,  Charles 
M.  Noble,  of  10th  Vt. 

You  speak  of  Capt.  Spafford—  the  same, 
doubtless,  called  Col.  Spafford  when  I  was  a 
boy.  I  remember  well  his  sons,  Heman 
and  David. 

Mrs.  Relief  Harris,  of  North  Hartford, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  my  father's  sister,  is 
the  oldest  person*  now  living,  born  in  Tin- 
mouth.  Memory  assures  me  that,  in  my 
boyhood,  my  native  town  contained  an  in- 
telligent, industrious  and  well  to-do  set  of 
inhabitants,  nearly  all  of  them  attendants 
upon  the  worship  of  the  Congregational 
church,  which  was  always  well  filled.  My 
recollections  of  Rev.  Mr.  Boies,  the  first  min- 
ister I  ever  knew,  are  very  pleasant,  and  also 
of  his  successor,  Rev.  Mr.  Martindale.  Good 
seed  was  sown  by  both  those  men,  and  much 
fruit  resulted  from  their  labors. 

Hon.  Obadiah  Noble 
of  Tinmouth  died  suddenly  on  Sunday,  — 
1864,  aged  87  years.  Not  coming  to  his 
breakfast,  as  usual,  on  that  morning,  his 
chamber  was  entered  and  he  was  found  dead 
upon  the  floor,  partially  dressed.  It  is  sup- 
posed he  arose  as  usual  in  the  morning,  aaad 
died  while  in  the  act  of  dressing. 

He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Tinmouth 
for  38  years ;  was  register  of  probate  in 
1799;  was  judge  of  probate  from  1814  to 
1828  ;  and  assistant  judge  of  the  county 
court  from  1839  to  1842  inclusive.  He  rep- 
resented the  town  of  Tinmouth  in  the  years 
1811,  1812,  1815,  1816,  1820  and  1830;  was 
senator  from  this  county  in  1838  and  1839  ■ 
was  member  of  the  council  of  censors  in 
1827,  and  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
ventions of  1828  and  1836. 

Judge  Noble  was  a  man  of  eminent  good 
flense  and  practical  judgment,  of  retentive 
memory,  of  genial  and  kindly  feelings,  and 
spotless  character.  He  possessed  a  rich  fund 
of  anecdote  and  information  regarding  events 
which  transpired  in  the  time  of  his  youth 
and  vigorous  manhood,  which  will  make  his 

*  Aged  93  years. 


loss  all  the  more  seriously  felt  by  those  in- 
terested in  the  early  history  of  the  State, 
and  especially  of  Rutland  County. — Rutland 
Herald. 

REV.  NATHANIEL  HURD. 

BY  REV.  J.  H.  NOBLE. 

Died  at  Kewanee,  Hi,  Oct.  23,  1867,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Hurd,  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Rochester,  aged  65  years. 

He  was  born  in  Tinmouth,  Vt.,  Aug.  31, 
1802 ;  at  the  age  of  14,  connected  himself 
with  the  church  in  his  native  town ;  he  de- 
veloped a  marked  and  decided  Christian 
character.  He  soon  turned  his  attention  to 
the  gospel  ministry ;  and,  after  such  prepara- 
tion as  was  accessible,  and  an  unusual  self- 
culture,  he  received  his  theological  training 
at  Pittsfield,  Vt.,  in  the  private  school  of  Rev. 
Justin  Parsons,  father  of  Rev.  Levi  Parsons, 
the  missionary. 

He  commenced  preaching  in  1825,  at 
Plainfield,  Vt.,  receiving  ordination  sooner 
after  licensure  than  was  usual,  on  account 
of  special  promise  of  usefulness,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  special  wants  of  the  congrega- 
tion. He  married,  Oct.  15,  1828,  the  excel- 
lent lady  who,  with  one  son  and  daughter, 
survive  him.  After  4  years'  preaching  in 
Vermont  he  came  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  the  remaining  38  years  of  his  ministry 
were  spent;  the  last  thirteen  ^f  which  he 
labored  in  connection  with  the  presbytery 
of  Rochester. 

It  is  a  judicious  statement,  that  his  mission 
has  been  "  to  broaden  and  deepen  the  found- 
ations of  churches;"  and  the  churches  which 
have  been  thus  edified  and  enlarged  during 
his  labors,  remember  him  as  one  whose  firm- 
ness and  gentleness,  whose  faithful  and  highly 
acceptable  and  effective  preaching,  and  whose 
manifest  uprightness,  candor  and  agreeable 
social  intercourse,  were  adapted  both  to  build 
up  the  church  and  to  win  the  confidence  and 
attention  of  those  ordinarily  outside  of  re- 
ligious influences.  The  churches  at  Turin, 
at  Bergen,  and  at  Mendon,  where  rest  the 
remains  of  his  beloved  son,  as  well  as  others, 
will  long  remember  his  work  of  love  among 
them. 

His  last  engagement,  after  he  had  become 
too  feeble  to  endure  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
was  whh  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Onion, 
N.  Y.  Here,  among  a  people  greatly  at- 
tached to  him,  his  health  entirely  f.iih-d  He 
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had  to  be  borne  even  from  the  pulpit,  when 

he  was  attempting  his  last  public  effort,  to 

that  retirement  where  he  was  to  await,  for  a 

few  weeks,  the  summons  of  the  Master  he 

had  so  long  and  so  faithfuL'y  served. 

By  the  desire  of  his  friends,  he  tried  the 

experiment  of  a  journey  to  the  home  of  his 

son  in  Illinois,  but  only  thus  to  gather  the 

little  family  together  in  the  pleasant-little 

town  where  now  repose  his  remains.  He 

revived  a  little  while  on  the  journey,  er^  *  h 

to  delight  even  strangers  by  his  sweet'  .  1 
„.  °  ,        i  tion 

intelligent  converse,  and  to  show  a  servi  ^ 

of  Christ  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lora, 
when  his  decline  and  his  sufferings  returned 
and  speedily  hastened  him  to  his  blessed  rest. 
His  clear  mind,  his  ripe  judgment,  his  deli- 
cate taste  and  sensibility,  his  really  eloquent 
soul,  are  now  at  home  on  the  Mount  of  God. 

REV.  STEPHEN  11 ARTINDALE. 
BY  HON.  DANIEL  ROBERTS,  OF  BURLINGTON. 

Rev.  Mr.  Martindale,  born  in  Dorset,  Vt., 
Nov.  25,  1787,  died  at  Wallingford,  Vt.,  of 
pleurisy,  March  8,  1847,  in  his  60th  year. 

He  was  the  son  of  Col.  Stephen  Martindale 
and  Huldah  (Smith)  Martindale,  who  wer<3 
married  at  Lenox,  Mass.,  Oct.  10,  1781,  and 
removed  from  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  to  Dorset, 
Vt.,  in  1783.  She  was  daughter  of  Major 
Simeon  Smith,  of  Lenox,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  and  Col.  Bronson,  of  Man- 
chester, while  on  an  excursion  west  of  Lake 
Champlain,  were  captured  by  the  Indians 
and  carried  prisoners  into  Montreal.  Col. 
Martindale,  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  and  weigh- 
ing but  66  pounds,  was  at  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington, as  an  officer's  waiter.  Stephen 
(the  son)  fitted  for  college  under  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  D.  D.,  of  Dorset,  and  graduated 
it  Middlebury  College  in  1806,  and  in  1S07 
married  Dianthe  Kent,  daughter  of  Cephas 
Kent,  who  was  the  son  of  Cephas  Kent,  that 
•'  inn-holder  in  Dorset"  at  whose  house 
several  conventions  of  the  "  Inhabitants  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  by  their  dele- 
gates,'' were  held,  in  the  year  1776,  to  trans- 
act business  "for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies 
in  general  and  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  in 
particular.'' 

After  graduation,  Mr.  Martindale  e-tab- 
lished  an  Academy  at  West  Dorset,  of  which 
he  was  preceptor  for  several  years,  aud  pur- 
sued the  study  of  medicine  for  a  time.  As 
adjutant  of  Col.  Martindale's  regiment  of 


Vermont  militia,  under  a  commission  frcrn 
Gov.  Martin  Chittenden,  dated  May  2,  1814, 
he  accompanied  his  regiment  to  the  Northern 
frontier.  He  assumed  theological  studies 
under  Rev.  Dr.  Jackson,  and  was  ordained  as 
a  minister  in  1818;  preached  a  short  time  at 
Riga,  N.  Y.,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  of  Tinmouth,  Vt.,  Jan.  6, 
1819,  where  he  labored  for  13  years,  eking 
out  the  meager  ministerial  salary  of  those 
days  by  keeping  a  private  school,  of  an  ex- 
cellent character  and  quite  famous  in  its  day. 
Judge  Nathaniel  Chipman  was  his  familiar 
i  friend  and  frequent  visitor  there,  spending 
many  hours  and  evenings,  smoking  and  tea- 
drinking,  full  of  anecdote  and  mirthful  hu- 
mor, discussing  law,  politics,  philosophy  and 
theology.  From  this  pastorate,  he  was  dis- 
missed Feb.  6,  1832,  and  soon  after  went  to 
Wallingford,  where,  without  being  formally 
installed,  he  remained  as  acting  pastor  of  the 
church  and  people  until  his  death. 

He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  of  great 
courtesy,  in  spirit  and  deportment  a  born 
gentleman  —  chivalrous,  tender,  and  brave; 
of  quick  sympathies  and  sensibilities ;  one 
whom  children  and  the  poor  and  lowly 
loved  ;  given  to  generous  hospitality  ;  apt  at 
command  and  to  teach ;  prudent  in  word  and 
act,  and  of  great  wisdom  in  compel,  and  tact 
in  administration  ;  honorable,  truthful,  hon- 
est and  sincere.  Among  the  recollections  of 
the  older  people,  is  his  appearance  upon  mili- 
tary parade.  With  what  grace  and  skill  he 
managed  his  horse,  and  how  he  would  send 
his  voice  along  the  lines  in  tones  ringing 
clear  and  soft  as  those  of  a  bugle ;  and  how, 
when  accustomed  to  be  called  to  act  as  mili- 
tary Chaplain,  his  enthusiasm  seemed  to  be 
kindled  into  inspiration,  as  he  prayed  over 
a  drum-head  ! 

As  a  preacher,  while  he  lacked  the  severity 
of  method  which  characterizes  the  produc- 
tions of  the  closet  student,  his  delicate  fancy, 
which  turned  all  nature  to  its  use  for  apt 
illustration,  his  pushing  sensibility  and  broad 
humanity,  speaking  through  a  voice  musical 
and  expres.-dve,  and  action  graceful  and  dig- 
nified, gave  to  his  sermons  great  effectiveness, 
and,  iu  conference  meetings,  occasional  ex- 
hortations, and,  in  prayer,  mad.)  him  greatly 
to  excel.  His  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and 
hymn  book  was  artistically  beautiful. 

His  last  sickness  was  brief  and  distressing, 
but,  though  racked  with  extreme  pain,  and 
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able  to  utter  his  thoughts  only  in  broken 
sentences,  he  dictated  his  will  and  arranged 
his  affairs,  even  the  most  minute,  with  com- 
posure;  and,  on  his  last  Sabbath  morning, 
mindful  of  the  day  and  his  duties,  he  gave 
orders  that  one  of  his  family  should  attend 
meeting  and  read  a  sermon.  A  day  or  two 
before  his  death,  he  insisted  upon  being 
raised  in  bed  and  called  for  pen  and  ink, 
and  a  bible,  and  then,  summoning  all  his 
wasting  energies,  he  wrote  upon  a  blank- 
leaf  in  the  bible,  in  a  bold  hand, — "  I  be- 
lieve. Ames,"  and  subscribed  his  name, — 
his  last  legacy.  To  a  brother  minister,  who, 
on  the  morning  of  his  death,  inquired  how 
he  did,  he  answered  with  a  pleasant  and 
meaning  smile,  "  Almost  well."  His  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Philetus 
Clark,  then  of  Clarendon,  from  the  apt  text 
(Acts,  viii.  2.,)  "And  devout  men  carried 
Stephen  to  his  burial,  and  made  great  lam- 
entation over  him."  He  rests  under  a  mon- 
ument erected  by  his  people,  bearing  the 
inscription,  "Our  Pastor."* 

Dianthe  (Kent)  Mabtindale,  relict  of 
$ev.  Stephen  Martindale,  died  at  the  resi- 
dence of  J.  Munson  Hill,  his  son-in-law,  at 
Beloit,  Wisconsin,  Aug.  5,  185S,  in  the  71st 
year  of  her  age.  She  lies  buried  by  the  side 
of  her  deceased  husband,  in  Wallingford. 

NATHANIEL  CHIPMAN. 

Address  on  the  dedication  of  the  Chipman  Monument 
at  Tinmouth,  Oct.  3d.  1873,  by  Hon.  E.  P.  Walton, 
of  Montpelier.    [Somewhat  abridged.] 

The  most  fitting  service  this  day  to  be 
rendered  to  the  memory  of  the  man  whom 
the  State  has  determined  to  honor  in  an 
unusual  way,  would  be  an  elaborate  and 
discriminative  account  of  that  great  man's 
lile,  services,  and  character;  but  to  be  most 
fitly  doue.  that  service  requires  the  best 
talents  of  one  who  is  not  only  equal  with, 
but  superior,  in  classical  scholarship,  and 
profound  learning  in  arts,  sciences,  history, 
law,  and  statesmanship,  to  him  wiio  is  to  be 
measured.  A  tyro  can  flippantly  praise  or 
foolishly  criticise;  but  the  just  judge  should 
be  wiser  than  the  man  who  is  to  be  judged. 
With  this  conception  of  the  work  best  to 
be  done,  I  deemed  myself  utterly  unfit  to 
undertake  it,  and  flatly  refused  a  broad  in 
vitatiou  sent  to  me.    When  that  invitation 

[*In  the  Vermont  Chronicle  of  March  24,  1S47,  will 
be  found  an  Rpptruclative  notice  of  Mr.  Martindale, 
writteu  by  one  vvbu  well  knew  him. 


was  changed,  to  a  specific  request  to  prepare 
a  biographical  sketch,  I  determined  to  at- 
tempt it,  and  have  come,  with  a  grateful  and 
admiring  heart,  to  lay  my  offering  on  the 
grave  of  Chipraan. 

Nathaniel  Chipman  was  a  descendant,  in 
the  fourth  generation,  from  John  Chipman 
of  Barnstable,  England,  who  came  to  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1630,  married  a  daughter  of 
John  Howland  (the  last  male  survivor  but 
c°-!of  those  who  came  in  the  May-flow- 
v"^]  and  settled  in  Barnstable,  Mass.  Na- 
ve^aniel  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  Nov.  15, 
cl752,  the  first  son  of  Samuel  Chipman  of 
Salisbury,  and  Hannah  Austin  of  Suffield, 
Conn. 

The  father  of  Nathaniel  was  both  black- 
smith and  farmer,  an  industrious  and  meth- 
odical man,  who  kept  all  his  sons  in  con- 
stant employment,  either  in  the  shop  or  on 
the  farm.  A  descendant  of  the  Puritans, 
|  he  was  himself  puritanical.  He  subjected 
all  the  affairs  of  his  family  to  an  orderly 
system,  one  rule  rigidly  enforced  upon  every 
member,  being  to  retire  early  to  rest,  and  to 
rise  early  for  work.  The  days  were  given  to 
labor,  Nathaniel's  on  the  farm ;  and  the  ev- 
enings to  reading  books  drawn  from  a  well- 
selected  town  library,  and  to  free  conversa- 
tion on  the  topics  suggested  by  the  books. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  with  mind  and  body 
well  disciplined  by  this  sort  of  domestic  ed- 
ucation, and  a  fixed  habit  of  untiring  indus- 
try, young  Chipman  entered  upon  preparato- 
ry classical  studies  with  the  minister  of  his 
parish,  and  in  nine  months  he  fitted  himself 
for  Yale  College,  which  he  entered  in  1773. 
In  college  he  took  high  rank  in  the  regular 
courses  of  study  ;  but  being  both  industrious 
and  wisely  independent,  he  went  far  beyond 
the  curriculum,  into  a  course  of  general  read- 
ing and  literary  studies.  He  quit  college 
for  the  field,  as  lieutenant  in  the  continental 
army,  before  his  senior  term  had  ended  ;  but 
he  had  well  mastered  more  than  the  prescrib- 
ed studies,  and  was  honored  with  the  usual 
collegiate  degree  in  his  absence. 

Of  his  service  in  the  army  little  is  known 
except  that  he  maintained  a  high  standing 
for  an  officer  of  his  rank.  We  know,  from 
the  dates  of  his  letters  rather  than  from  any 
descriptions  or  complaints  in  them,  that  he 
endured  the  horrors  of  Valley  Forge  in  the 
winter  of  1778,  when,  to  use  the  language  of 
Washington,  4  the  pay  of  the  officers  s\  &a  in* 
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sufficient  for  their  decent  subsistence,'  and 
the  army  was  'naked  and  starving.'  He  also 
endured  all  "  the  pressing  alarms  and  dangers 
of  the  campaign  of  1777."  One  of  Chipman's 
letters  indicates  that  he  was  in  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  in  which  Washington  defeated 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  dates  of  his  publish- 
ed letters  at  this  time  show  also  that  he  was 
under  the  eye  of  Washington,  and  we  may 
safely  conjecture  that  there  and  then  he  re- 
ceived the  inspiration  which  determined  his 
future  political  life  to  the  end.  October  10, 
1778,  he  reluctlantly  tendered  his  resignation 
to  Washington,  on  the  sole  ground  that  he 
could  not  remain  in  the  service  without  be- 
coming either  a  beggar,  or  a  debtor  to  an 
amount  that  would  embarrass  and  perhaps 
ruin  him  for  life.  This  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted, as  many  had  been  for  the  same  rea- 
sons nine  months  earlier.  Chipman's  patriot- 
ism and  patience  carried  him  to  the  very 
verge  of  ruin,  and  Washington  excused  him 
from  further  sufferings  and  sacrifices.  That 
is  a  good  plea  in  bar  to  censure  from  any 
source. 

March  .20,  1779  —  being  less  than  five 
months  from  the  date  of  the  letter  resigning 
his  lieutenancy — Chipman  had  completed  his 
course  of  study  for  the  bar,  and  was  admit- 
ted an  attorney  in  the  courts  of  Connecticut. 
On  that  day  he  wrote  a  letter  conceived  in 
pure  fun,  which  proved,  however,  to  be  emi- 
nently prophetic.  "  I  have  been  dubbed  an 
attorney,"  he  wrote  to  a  brother  student, 
"  and  propose  in  a  few  days  to  take  up  my 
abode  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  *  *  * 
Ha,  ha,  ha ;  I  cannot  but  laugh  to  think 
what  a  flash  we  shall  make,  when  we  come 
to  be  members  of  Congress.  And  then  again 
I  am  vexed  when  I  think  how  many  steps 
there  are  by  which  we  must  mount  to  that 
pinnacle  of  happiness.  Let's  see.  First  an 
attorney  ;  then,  a  selectman  ;  a  huffing  jus- 
tice ;  a  deputy  ;  an  assistant,  [Councillor  in 
Vermont,  or  representative  in  the  court  or 
assembly  in  Connecticut ;]  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. Now,  is  not  this  a  little  vexing'.'' 
However,  we  must  make  the  best  of  it." 
And  he  did  make  the  best  of  it,  gaining  near- 
ly every  one  of  the  offices  which  then  daz- 
zled his  imagination.  The  "  huffing  justice'1 
became  Judge  of  the  United  States  court  for 
Vermont,  and  Chief  Judge  of  the  highest 
State  court;  and  the  prophetic  member  of 
Congress  proved  to  be  an  honored  member  of 


the  United  States  Senate,  the  highest  legis- 
lative body  in  the  world,  fully  equalling  the 
British  House  of  Lords  in  talent,  and  surpass- 
ing even  that  body  in  the  scope  and  dignity 
of  its  jurisdiction. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1779— less  than  a 
month  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Con- 
necticut— the  unfledged  lawyer  reached  his 
father's  house  in  Tinmouth  ;  here  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  the  law  ;  here  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Hill  of  Tinmouth,  and  reared 
seven  children  ;  here  he  resided  for  the  most 
part  of  his  life;  and  here  he  died,  Feb.  15, 
18-13,  in  his  91st  year,  being  the  oldest  Ver- 
mont lawyer,  and  having  been  blessed,  near- 
ly all  his  life,  with  a  vigorous  constitution 
and  almost  uninterrupted  health. 

From  this  point  a  brief  summary  of  his 
professional  and  official  life,  in  chronological 
order,  constitutes  my  task. 

June,  1779,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Vermont,  at  the  session  of  the  Superior 
Court  in  Rutland,  which  was  then  in  Ben- 
nington county.  His  was  the  third  admis- 
sion to  the  bar,  and  his  professional  circuit 
embraced  what  are  now  the  counties  of  Ben- 
nington, Rutland,  Windham,  and  Windsor^ 

From  1781  to  1735  he  served  as  State's 
Attorney. 

March  6th,  1784,  he  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, with  Micah  Townshend,  to  revise  the 
statutes  of  the  State;  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year,  Isaac  Tichnor,  Samuel  Knight 
and  Stephen  R.  Bradley — all  eminent  men  in 
their  day — were  added  to  the  committee.  It 
is  evident  from  the  legislative  journal  that 
the  task  assigned  to  this  committee  was  the 
preparation  of  a  complete  State  code,  and  as 
near  as  I  can  ascertain,  their  labors  resulted 
in  the  code  adopted  in  February  and  March, 
17S7.  Chipman's  appointment  to  this  work, 
and  the  part  done  by  him  in  it,  was  doubtless 
highly  influential  in  fitting  him  for  the  bench, 
and  raising  him  to  it.  In  his  brief  study  of 
the  law  he  could  have  done  little  more  than 
master  the  leading  principles  of  the  common 
law  ;  his  own  library,  I  venture  to  guess, 
numbered  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  the 
Civil  Code  of  Justinian,  the  Vermont  Code 
of  1779,  and  possibly  the  Connecticut  Stat- 
utes, as  its  chief  law-books;  and  in  his  first 
four  years  of  professional  life  he  could  not 
have  gained  very  large  acquisitions  f:ooi 
practice,  or  from  the  books  his  brother  law- 
yers brought  to  the  courts.     But  his  com- 


1156 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


mission  to  revise  and  codify  the  laws  was  ac- 
cepted on  three  conditions,  to  wit:  first  that 
he  should  have  the  franking  privilege  for 
committee  work — Vermont  then  having  its 
own  independent  post  office  department ; 
second,  that  he  should  have  the  use,  in  ad- 
vance, and  finally  the  ownership,  of  such 
books  as  he  should  choose  from  the  confisca- 
ted library  of  Charles  Phelps  of  Marlbor- 
ough, who  had  been  educated  to  the  law  in 
Northampton,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Vermont 
in  1761 ;  and  third,  that  in  case  the  books 
were  redeemed  by  Phelps,  or  were  not  ade- 
quate compensation,  the  balance  justly  due 
to  the  committee  should  be  paid  in  hard 
money.  Phelps  was  pardoned  in  October  of 
that  year,  and  such  of  his  property  was  re- 
stored as  had  "  not  been  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State."  This  left  the  law- 
books in  the  hands  of  the  committee  ;  and 
from  these  books,  and  the  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  statutes  gained  by  his  work  on 
them,  Chipman  undoubtedly  equipped  him- 
self for  the  bench,  to  which  in  fact  he  was 
elected  in  17S6,  just  as  the  code  had  been 
completed  ready  for  acceptance  at  the  ensu- 
ing session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
winter  of  1787. 

From  October,  17S4,  to  October,  1786, 
Chipman  w-as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
Tinmouth  in  the  General  Assembly — an 
office  which  he  doubtless  desired  as  a  matter 
of  convenience  in  revising  the  laws. 

From  December  1786,  to  December  1787, 
he  served  as  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court, 
being  the  only  lawyer  on  the  bench  :  1  and  as 
Chief  Justice,  from  Dec.  1789  to  Dec.  1791. 

Oct.  23,  17S9,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  Vermont  to  settle  the  long 
and  angry  controversy  with  New  York — a 
work  which  wa3  happily  consummated,  Oct 
7th,  1790,  and  mainly,  so  far  as  Vermont  was 
concerned,  through  the  efforts  and  influence 
of  Judge  Chipman.  The  commissioners 
reported  to  the  General  Assembly  Oct.  21, 
1790,  and  on  the  27th  the  report  had  been 
accepted  and  ratified,  and  a  convention 
called  to  meet  at  Bennington  Jan.  6,  1791  ; 
which  did  meet  and  adopt  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  In  this  convention 
Judge  Chipman  was  a  delegate  for  Rutland, 
aud  lie  took  a  leading  part  in  advocating  the 
Federal  Constitution.  The  General  Assem- 
bly met  at  the  same  time  and  place  and  ap- 
pointed Judge  Chipman  and  Lewis  R.  Mor- 


ris commissioners  to  apply  to  Congress  for 
the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union. 
They  at  once  made  their  application,  and  oa 
Feb.  18,  1791,  Vermont  was  admitted,  to  data 
from  the  4th  of  the  ensuing  March. 

In  the  appointment  of  federal  officers  for 
the  State,  President  Washington  selected  Na- 
thaniel Chipman  as  Judge  of  the  United 
States  Court  for  the  District  of  Vermont — an 
office  for  life,  which,  however,  the  judge  re- 
signed in  1793.  In  that  year  he  published 
the  first  edition  of  his  "  Principles  of  Govern- 
ment," and  also  the  first  edition  of  his  only 
volume  of"  Reports  and  Dissertations." 

Resuming  the  practice  of  the  law,  but 
without  a  business  office,  and  accepting  im- 
portant cases  only,  he  continued  until  Oct 
1796,  when  he  was  again  elected  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  also  one  of  a  committee  to  revise 
the  code  of  statute  laws.  This  resulted  in 
the  code  of  1797,  which  was  written  almost 
entirely  by  Judge  Chipman,  and  of  it  the 
most  competent  Judges  at  that  day  said,  they 
found  *'  no  other  code  of  statute  laws  written 
in  a  style  so  distinguished  for  simplicity,  per- 
spicuity and  technical  accuracy."  Ere  his 
term  of  Chief  Justice  had  expired,  he  was 
elected  United  States  Senator,  holding  that 
office  from  March  1798,  to  March  1804. 

Not  scorning  humbler  service,  he  accepted 
the  office  of  town  representative  for  Tin- 
mouth  in  1805,  and  held  it  each  successive 
year  until  Oct.  1811. 

In  March  1813,  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Council  of  Censors,  heading  the  list ;  and  of 
the  very  important  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution proposed  by  that  body — one  being 
the  division  of  legislative  power  into  two 
co-ordinate  branches,  which  was  adopted  in 
1836 — Judge  Chipman  was  a  very  able  advo- 
cate, in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Constitu- 
tionalist." 

From  Dec.  1813,  to  Dec.  1S15,  he  again 
served  as  Chief  Justice.  Strictly  speaking, 
this  terminated  his  official  life  ;  and  it  may 
be  added,  that  he  was  displaced  on  a  change 
of  political  parties  in  the  government  of  the 
State,  as  in  fact  he  had  also  been  elected  in 
1813,  though  to  his  credit  it  must  be  said, 
that  he  received  more  than  his  party's  vote. 

In  1816  he  was  appointed  professor  of  law 
in  Middlebury  College,  and  this  position  ho 
held,  nominally,  until  the  close  of  his  life. 
In  discharging  his  duties  he  prepared  a 
course  of  lectures,  which  attracted  consider*- 
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ble  attention  at  the  time,  and  four,  selected 
from  the  series  because  of  their  interest  to 
general  readers,  were  printed  in  the  Life  of 
Chipman. 

From  1817,  though  his  intellectual  pow- 
ers were  in  full  vigor,  Judge  Chipmau  at- 
tempted little  profess. onal  business,  owing  to 
his  deafness ;  bat  he  read  much,  and  wrote 
much,  taking  the  opportunity  to  re-cast  and 
re-write  his  "  Principles  of  Government,"  en- 
larged by  a  valuable  treatise  on  the  consti- 
tution and  government  of  the  United  States. 
This  volume  was  printed  in  1833,  when  its 
author  was  in  his  81st  year.  Nearly  con- 
temporaneous with  this  was  his  elaborate 
and  able  argument,  entitled  "  Observations 
on  Mr.  Calhoun's  Expose  of  his  Nullification 
Doctrines,"  which  was  printed  in  the  ap- 
pendix to  the  Life  of  Nathaniel  Chipman. 
These  are  his  last  great  works,  and  though 
written  at  an  age  when  most  men  have 
reached  the  second  stage  of  infancy,  he  might 
safely  rest  his  title  to  homage  and  fame  on 
these  alone.  Indeed,  his  "  Principles  of 
Government"  made  him  famous  in  both  Eu- 
rope and  America  ;  the  extremes  in  politics 
gave  him  equal  homage — the  democratic 
Jefferson,  and  the  autocratic  Czar  of  Russia. 

This  brief  review  of  the  public  life  of 
Chipman  shows  that  from  the  second  year. of 
his  residence  in  Vermont  until  he  retired 
from  professional  business — that  is,  from 
1781  until  1817 — he  was  almost  constantly 
engaged  in  professional  and  public  services  ; 
but  it  will  be  also  observed  that  his  active 
life  was,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  fragmen- 
tary. If  we  measure  the  years  passed  either 
at  the  bar,  or  on  the  bench,  or  in  other  pub- 
lic labors,  we  shall  find  that  the  sum  of  each 
can  be  reached  only  by  adding  scattered  frag- 
ments of  time,  a  year  or  two  at  the  bar  then 
a  year  or  two  on  the  bonch,  alternating  thus 
again  and  again  ;  and  at  no  time  do  we  find 
more  than  six  years  of  continuous  service  in 
one  office.  Even  the  brief  space  spared  him 
for  his  education,  was  divided  by  his  service 
in  the  army.  It  is  apparent,  then,  that  at  no 
time  could  Judge  Chipman  have  been  a  rich 
man  from  the  avails  of  his  profession  or  his 
offices  ;  in  other  business  he  was  unfortunate  ; 
and  the  fact  was,  that  almost  for  life  ho 
ranked  with  the  large  majority  of  his  follow 
citizens,  as  a  poor  man,  though  in  intellectual 
riches  he  towered  high  above  princes. 

It  is  equally  obvious  that  the  fragmentary 


character  of  his  life  and  services  would  be 
exceeding  unfavorable,  in  the  case  of  most 
men,  to  the  attainment  of  high  distinction  in 
any  one  of  his  various  fields  of  labor.  But 
we  find  his  case  a  remarkable  exception,  in 
that,  by  the  unanimous  verdict  of  those  who 
best  knew  and  were  best  able  to  judge  him, 
he  was  alike  distinguished  for  his  perfect  fa- 
miliarity with  the  best  literature  in  the  He- 
brew, Greek,  Latin  and  English  languages  ; 
for  his  wide  acquaintance  with  the  whole 
circle  of  arts  and  sciences,  and  for  his  pro- 
found knowledge  and  exquisite  judgment  in 
law  and  statesmanship.  I  think  I  may  safe- 
ly say,  that  had  Judge  Chipman  been  per- 
mitted to  choose  any  one  field  for  his  life's 
work — ;is  linguist,  philosopher,  theologian, 
lawyer,  judge,  or  statesman — he  would  have 
reached  the  highest  eminence  in  either 

He  was  great  in  almost  all  the  best  sorts 
of  knowledge.  Given  a  sound  body  and 
mind,  a  taste  for  reading  and  profound  re- 
flection, and  a  tenacious  memory  to  make  his 
own  forever  all  that  his  mind  once  grasped 
— all  the  rest  was  accomplished. by  persistent 
industry,  and  a  systematic  course  of  study, 
labor,  and  recreation.  Six  hours  of  sleep 
were  all  that  ha  required  during  his  active 
life ;  six  hours  of  reading,  or  study,  or  writ- 
ing, were  thus  gained  daily  above  the  aver- 
age student  of  tolerable  industry.  Chipman 
doubled  the  usual  term  of  real  working  and 
living,  by  his  indomitable  industry.  "  He 
continued  through  life  to  read  the  Old  Tes- 
tament in  the  Hebrew,  and  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  Greek,  with  Homer,  Vivgil  and  the 
minor  Greek  and  Latin  poets,  calculating  to 
go  through  the  course  once  in  a  year."  This, 
I  fancy,  would  be  quite  reading  enough  for  a 
modern  man  ;  but  with  Mr.  Chipman  this 
course  of  familiar  reading  was  for  relaxation 
from  severer  studies  ;  and  for  mere  amnseui<-nt 
he  scorned  not  to  add  novels.  This  annual 
feat  demonstrates  the  rapidity  with  wh  en 
he  could  scale  the  heights  and  depths  of  le- 
gal or  other  lore,  and  appropriate  to  himself 
all  that  it  was  useful  to  know.  He  was  a 
systematic  student,  finding  his  pleasure  so 
completely  in  acquiring  knowledge  and  ap- 
plying it  to  the  pursuits  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged, that  his  life  became  eminently  intel- 
lectual and  eminently  practical  aud  useful. 

The  writings  of   Chipman,    which  have 
been  printed,  are  not  very  voluminous  \  and 
i  I  suspect  there  remains  much  in  manuscript, 
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which,  though  probably  not  of  great  interest 
in  this  day,  would  show  both  his  industry 
and  great  learning.  His  "  Reports  and  Dis- 
sertations" are  yet  in  demand,  having  been 
republished  in  1871  ;  and  his  "  Principles  of 
Government,"  edition  of  1833,  and  Chip- 
man's  Lectures,  printed  in  the  '*  Life,"  are 
and  ever  will  be  valuable  text-books  lor  stu- 
dents in  law  and  statesmanship. 

Of  his  other  published  writings  "I  will  re- 
fer only  to  his  letters  to  Alexander  Hamilton 
and  the  correspondence  of  the  Vermont  com- 
missioners (of  whom  Chipraan  was  one)  and 
the  New  York  commissioners,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  the  old  controversy  between  the  two 
States.  Chipman  was  anxious  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  the  ad- 
mission of  Vermont  to  the  Union,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  this  would  strip  multitudes  of 
Verraonters  of  their  possessions,  as  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  their  land-titles  would  fall 
to  the  United  States  courts.  At  the  same 
time  Hamilton  feared  that  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  States  might  not  be  secured  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution,  and  he 
therefore  desired  the  vote  of  Vermont.  Still 
further,  he  looked  to  the  selection  of  New 
York  city  as  the  capital  of  the  Union,  and 
hoped  to  strengthen  the  chances  for  success 
by  the  aid  of  Vermont.  It  was  obvious  to 
both  that  Chittenden  and  his  friends,  who 
ruled  Vermont,  would  never  join  the  Federal 
Union  if  it  was  to  be  at  the  sacrifice  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  people.  The  only  possi- 
ble solution  of  the  difficulties  which  baffled 
Chipman  and  Hamilton  was,  to  remove  the 
claim  of  the  New  York  grantees  to  lands  in 
Vermont  by  buying  them  out.  And  thus 
the  controversy  was  settled,  at  a  cheap  price 
to  Vermont  and  a  large  loss  to  the  New  York 
grantees.  Hamilton  and  Chipman  were  the 
saviors  of  Vermont  in  that  emergency.  Both 
entered  into  the  matter  zealously.  The 
speech  of  Hamilton  in  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture in  1787,  in  favor  of  a  bill  for  declaring 
the  independence  of  Vermont,  was,  said  his 
son,  "  among  the  most  able  fragments  of  his 
eloquence  which  have  been  preserved."  This 
project  of  settling  the  controversy,  by  the  in- 
dependent and  voluntary  action  of  New 
York,  failed  ■  then  followed  the  correspond- 
ence of  Chipman  and  Hamilton  ;  then  the 
diplomacy  of  tho  commissioners  of  the  two 
States.  Tho  fruits  were,  the  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy,  the  adoption  of  the 


Federal  constitution  by  Vermont,  and  the 
admission  of  the  State  to  the  National  Union. 
Justly  does  the  whole  State  this  day  render 
its  homage  to  Nathaniel  Chipman. 

The  politics  of  Chipman  were  of  the  purest 
and  highest  order,  which,  in  the  days  of  mere 
party  or  personal  strife  in  the  political  arena, 
we  are  forced  to  distinguish  by  a  specific 
name,  as  statesmanship.  He  sought  and 
adopted  true  principles,  rather  than  personal 
or  party  advantage,  and  these  principles  he 
persistently  followed,  whether  they  led  him 
to  personal  victory  or  defeat.  Hence  it  is 
observed  that  his  speeches  in  the  United 
States  Senate  were  not  on  local  or  sectional 
matters  of  policy,  but  on  graver  topics,  such 
a3  the  privileges  and  powers  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  judicial  system  of  the  nation,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  judicial  system  which 
now  prevails,  after  more  than  seventy  years' 
experience,  is  in  harmony  with  Chipman's 
opinions  in  1802. 

He  was  a  Federalist  of  the  school  of  Wash- 
ington, which  meant  with  him,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  terms,  that  he  adhered  to  the 
constitution  and  government  of  the  United 
States,  perfectly  administered  and  obeyed,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  intendment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  in  adopting  it.  A 
single  sentence,  written  by  Judge  Chipman 
to  Moses  Robinson  in  1792,  is  the  essence  of 
Washingtonian  Federalism  ;  and  i't  is  pure 
gold.  "  The  principle  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment is  virtue  ;  by  which  I  understand  a  sen- 
timent of  attachment  to  the  government  and 
laws."  Hence  when  Federalists  of  New 
England,  who  were  less  purely  and  truly 
Federal  than  himself,  seemed  to  contemplate 
hostility  to  the  government  and  Union  by 
the  Hartford  Convention,  he  hastened  to 
Montpelier  and  prevailed  upon  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Federal  party  of  Vermont  to 
withhold  all  countenance  and  encouragement 
from  that  movement  "  The  Union,  it  must  and 
shall  be  preserved,"  was  as  much  the  senti- 
ment of  Chipman  then,  as  it  was  of  President 
Jackson  long  afterward,  and  the  all  but  unan- 
imous sentiment  of  the  people  of  Vermont  in 
1361. 

The  late  William  C.  Bradley  once  shrewdly 
said,  that  the  two  States  in  the  Union  which 
had  ideas,  wore  Vermont  and  South  Carolina, 
The  truth  of  this  remark  will  be  apparent, 
when  it  is  remembered  that,  not  only  a*  io 
slavery,  but  as  to  the  general  policy  of  tho 
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national  government  in  the  most  important 
points,  these  States,  were  antagonists.  It  is 
also  seen  in  the  fact,  that  Nathaniel  Chipman 
and  John  C,  Calhoun  were  the  north  pole  and 
the  south  pole  of  the  political  sphere,  leaders 
in  the  great  controversy  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  all  the  States  within  the  Union, 
versus  State  rights.  That  long-mooted  ques- 
tion has  been  decided  by  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion ;  and  as  we  stand  to-day  by  the  grave 
ef  a  learned,  pure,  and  noble  statesman  of 
Vermont,  we  may  be  justly  proud  of  the  rec- 
ollection, that  he,  in  the  peaceful  chambers 
of  the  Tin  mouth  farm-house,  was  really  lead- 
ing the  victorious  armies  of  the  Union,  though 
far,  very  far,  before  the  bloody  conflict. 

He  was  small  in  stature,  but  large  in  brain  ; 
as  modest  and  unobtrusive  in  bearing  as  he 
was  mighty  in  intellectual  strength;  and  as 
free  to  bestow  the  riches  of  his  wisdom  upon 
the  humblest  neighbor,  as  he  was  quick  to 
acquire  his  grand  attainments,  lie  was  a 
faithful  servant  of  his  State,  and  country,  and 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  His  fame 
will  outlast  the  monument  you  have  this  day 
unveiled. 

DEDICATION  OF  THE   CHIPMAN  MONUMENT. 

The  exercises  connected  with  the  unveil- 
ing and  dedication  of  the  Chipman  monu- 
ment, Oct.  3d,  1873,  were  attended  by  a 
large  crowd  of  people.  The  shaft  rises  16 
feet  in. height,  the  marble  was  selected  by 
Col.  Redfield  Proctor  from  the  light  mourn- 
ing vein  of  the  Sutherland  Falls  Marble 
Company,  of  the  finest  quality  of  stone  in 
design  and  finish,  and  is  located  on  a  high 
knoll  near  the  highway,  commanding  a 
grand  view  of  the  surrounding  hills  and  val- 
leys. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  monument  are 

State  of  Vermont, 
to 

Nathaniel  Chipman. 
Born  in  Salisbury,  Conn., 

Nov.  lo,  1752. 
Died  in  Tinmouth,  Vt., 
February  15th,  1843. 
A  principal  founder  of  the  civil  institutions  of  this 
State,  and  framer  of  iu  fundamental  laws. 

Eminent  as  a  Lawyer,  Ju<l^e,  Legislator  and 
Statesman,  for  lii*  ability,  learning  aud 
fidelity,  and  as  a  citizen  for  his 
punt>  of  life. 

Graduated  at  Tale  College  1777. 
An  Oftiour  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Came  to  Tinmouih  April  10, 177:1. 
A  member  ol"  the  Rutland  County  Uar. 
Chief  Justice  of  Vermont  rive  \"ears. 
U.  S.  District  Judge  two  years. 
U.  S,  Senator  nix  years. 
One  of  the  Commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  admission  of  \  ormoxit  into  the 

Union,  nin. 


The  Rutland  County  Bar  were  out  in 
good  numbers. 

After  a  dinner  by  the  people  of  Tin-nouth, 
a  procession  formed.  Maj.  John  A.  Salis- 
bury of  Rutland,  Chief  Marshal,  East  Wal- 
lingford  Band.  Chipman  Lodge  No.  52,  F. 
&  A.  M..  of  Wallingford.  Orator  of  the  Day 
and  officers  in  carriages.  Rutland  County 
Bar.  Invited  Guests.  Citizens  of  Tinrnouth. 
Citizens  generally,  and  moved  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  monument  followed  by  170  car- 
riages, including  nearly  a  thousand  people. 

Gov.  Converse  having  been  prevented  from 
being  present,  had  appointed  Hon.  Hoyt  H. 
Wheeler,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  represent  him  in  accepting  the 
monument  in  behalf  of  the  State. 

Dedicatory  services.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Al- 
dace  Walker,  D.  D.,  of  Wallingford.  State- 
ment of  Hon.  Barnes  Frisbie,  of  Poultney, 
in  behalf  of  the  committee,  and  unveiling  of 
monument.  Acceptance  of  monument  in  be- 
half of  the  State  by  Judge  Wheeler.  Ad- 
dress by  Hon.  E.  P.  Walton  of  Montpelier. 
Music  by  the  East  Wallingford  band.  Speech 
of  Hon.  C.  W.  Willard,  Representative  in 
Congress. 

Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholson  also  made  a  speech 
replete  with  reminiscences  and  anecdotes  of 
Judge  Chipman :  letters  were  read  from 
Judge  Poland,  Hon.  A.  B.  Waldo  of  Port 
Henry,  N.  Y.  and  others. 

LETTER  OF  HON.  DAVID  E.  NICHOLSON. 

Rutland,  March  15,  1876. 
Miss  Hemenway :  — 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  14th  inst., 
requesting  from  me  a  little  contribut.on  for 
the  town  of  Tinmouth  to  your  forth -coining 
Gazetteer. 

I  duly  appreciate  the  compliment,  but 
hasten  to  credit  it  largely  to  the  fortunate 
fact  of  having  the  honor  of  ray  nativity  ia 
this  grand  old  historic  town. 

And  first,  the  town  itself,  so-  rich  and 
diversified  with  timber,  matchless  springs  of 
cold,  pure  water,  alluvial  soil  ami  mineral 
wealth,  invited  immigration,  and  developed 
the  enterprise  which  so  long  gave  prominence 
to  this  early  front-rank  town. 

But  the  revolutionizing  innovation  of  rail- 
roads, which  shift  the  channels  and  ceo  tree 
of  business,  has  operated  to  build  up  tbe 
surrounding  towns,  greatly  at  the  expense  of 
Tinmouth,  which,  nevertheless^  *ull  main- 
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tains  the  position  of  a  rich,  romantic,  rural 
town. 

Bat  it  was  not  of  such  details  or  the  long 
list  of  honored  names  which  Tinmouth  has 
sent  out  to  bless  the  world,  or  that  are  en- 
graved upon  the  monuments  of  her  cemetery, 
now  more  populous  thctn  her  city,  but  of  one 
whose  monument,  standing  in  the  midst  of 
his  contemporaries,  marks  the  manifestation 
of  the  pride  and  gratitude  of  our  Common- 
wealth —  the  great  historic  name  of  Judge 
Nathaniel  Chipman,  at  whose  feet  in  my 
childhood  and  early  manhood  I  was  permit- 
ted to  sit,  and  from  whose  lips  I  was  favored 
with  hearing  words  of  wisdom. 

I  do  not  so  much  misunderstand  you  as  to 
suppose  that  you  ask  of  me  from  memory  a 
biography  of  this  emminent  jurist,  scholar 
and  statesman ;  but  in  the  call  you  have 
made  upon  me,  you  fairly  assume  that  I  may 
have  personal  recollections  of  incidents  or 
anecdotes  that  may  not  safely  be  left  in  the 
hazardous  care  of  poor  tradition  ;  and  so,  at 
the  risk  of  repeating  what  may  have  been 
written  before,  I  will  make  a  draft  on  my 
memory  for  the  following  bits  in  pomt. 

Judge  Chipman  was  a  laborous  student  in 
other  than  historic  and  judicial  fields.  The 
Holy  Bible  was  not  only  critically  studied, 
but  to  the  close  of  his  active  life  Blackstone 
itself  was  not  more  certainly  reviewed  than 
his  Greek  testament  each  recurring  year. 
And  the  materia  medica  of  the  doctors'  pro- 
fession, to  use  his  own  words,  he  regularly 
perused  as  a  "  mere  pastime,  or  a  relaxation 
of  his  sterner  studies." 

As  an  incident  illustrative  of  his  discreet 
retirement  from  active  life  at  the  behest  of  ad- 
vancing age,  he  was  elected  by  his  townsmen 
jointly  with  a  neighbor,  some  ten  years  his 
senior  in  age,  to  discharge  a  responsible  office 
in  his  town,  and  begging  to  be  excused  on 
account  of  his  privileged  age.  His  honored 
colleague  on  the  ticket  remonstrated,  stating 
his  own  greater  age,  and  his  own  apprehen- 
sion of  his  adequate  capacity  The  Judge 
sarcastically  retorted  "  that  he  presumed  that 
in  ten  years  he  should  think  himself  of  like 
capacity." 

I  will  add  an  account  of  a  legal  contro- 
versy between  two  of  his  neighbors,  in  which 
an  old  and  able  attorney  was  engaged  for  the 
plaintiff,  and,  as  a  matter  of  personal  neigh- 
borly kindness  to  the  defendant,  the  eminent 
and  long-retired  judgo  sat  down  to  see  that 


the  trial  was  conducted  with  legal  fairness-. 
Finding  himself  at  its  close  beaten  by  the 
voluble  and  flippant  judgment  of  a  sort  of 
garrulous  court,  in  proper  disgust  for  ignor- 
ance and  conceit,  the  Judge  remarked  '  that 
the  decision  itself  was  well  enough,  but 
that  the  reasons  given  by  the  Court  for  it 
were  simply  contemptible  " 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  hope  you  see  the 
responsibility  of  publishing  this  fragmentary 
contribution  is  wholly  with  yourself,  and  I 
shall  feel  just  as  kindly  if  you  put  it  into 
the  fire  instead  of  your  paper. 

D.  E.  Nicholsos. 

[We  have  already  inscribed  upon  our 
pages  (in  connection  with  our  paper  on  Hon. 
Asa  Lyon. — See  History  of  Grand  Isle,  vol. 
II.)  a  remark  or  statement  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  Adams — than  whom  we  have  scarcely 
found  a  man  of  more  brain  acumen  —  the 
summer  before  his  death.  "  There  have  been" 
two  men  in  Vermont,  who  for  intellect  have 
tnvered  above  all  others:  one  was  old  Nat. 
Chipman,  the  lawyer,  and  the  other  Asa 
Lyon  of  Grand  Isle.  The  two  giant  intel- 
lects of  the  State.  I  knew  them  both.  Nat. 
Chipman,  rather  the  taller,  I  admired  the 
most." — Ed. 

Anson  A.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  brother  of  Hon. 
David  E.,  a  lawyer — resided  in  Brandon 
many  years,  and  practised  his  profession,  re- 
moving a  few  years  since  to  Rutland,  living 
side  by  side  with  his  brother,  and  should  be 
mentioned  as  a  native  of  old  Tinmouth  ;  and 
he  having  written  the  best  of  anything  we 
have  ever  seen  in  the  line  of  song  from  any 
native  or  resident  of  said  town,  ought  to 
be  poetically  represented.  See  Poets  and 
Poetry  of  Vermont,  page  209  to  219,  ten 
pages  he  contributed  to  that  work.  But  he 
has  been  an  invalid  the  last  two  years  or 
more,  and  asks  us  to  pass  him  by.  He  would 
not  live  by  anything  he  ha3  written  as  the 
Poet  of  Tinmouth  in  her  history.  Doubt- 
less all  poetic  aspiration  and  effort  look  as 
nothing  to  him  now.  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
wife  were  friends  of  aidd  latuj  syne — we  can- 
I  not  deny  a  literary  friend  the  right  to  decide 
as  to  his  own  production  ;  we  cannot  omit 
without  rendering  also  our  excuse  for  the 
same. — Ed. 

ALFRED  C0WLE3  BALLARD 

Was  born  in  Tinmouth,  Apr.  11,  1S34,  He 
lost  his  father  when  5  years  old  ;  lived  with 
his  mother  the  next  5  yoars,  and  then  with 
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Dexter  Gilbert,  Esq.,  of  Tinmouth,  till  of 
age.  He  fi'ted  for  college  at  Castleton 
Seminary,  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont in  the  spring  of  1S56,  and  graduated  in 
Aug.  1859.  He  taught  the  next  2  years  in 
the  academy  at  Clarence,  N.  Y.  In  I8f>2  he 
helped  to  raise  a  company  for  the  9th  Vt. 
Regt. ;  was  Lieutenant ;  honorably  dis- 
charged in  1864,  on  account  of  disability 
contracted  while  in  the  service.  He  then 
entered  Albany  Law  School;  graduated  in 
I860,  and  soon  after  commenced  the  practice 
of  law  at  Winooski,  Vt. 

As  a  student,  Mr.  Ballard  stood  high  in 
the  estimation  of  his  instructors  and  associ- 
ates;  as  a  soldier,  his  devotion  to  duty  dis- 
tinguished him  among  many  brave  and  faith- 
ful soldiers ;  as  a  lawyer  and  citizen  he  had 
the  respect  of  those  who  knew  him.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Winooski,  active  in  the  Sabbath  School  and 
oth^r  good  works ;  in  matters  concerning 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived,  he  took  a  lively  interest,  and  was  an 
active  temperance  man. 

His  health  had  never  been  good  since  his 
return'from  the  army,  and  the  disease  finally 
developed  into  consumption.  He  died  Nov. 
28,  1874,  aged  40  years.  He  was  brother  to 
Henry  C.  Ballard,  Esq.,  of  Burlington,  and 
Roll  in  C,  Ballard.  He  left  a  wife  ;  no  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  member  of  the  ma- 
sonic confraternity,  and  buried  with  the 
honors  of  his  order.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Chittenden  County  Bar,  Nov.  30th,  among 
the  resolutions  passed  in  his  honor,  was  the 
following. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  untimely  decease  of 
Alfred  Cowles  Ballard,  the  bar  of  this  coun- 
ty has  lost  a  brother,  who  by  his  untiring 
industry,  strict  integrity  and  high  'sense  of 
professional  honor,  had  won  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  his  associates. 

Henry  Ballard. 
Born  in  Tinmouth,  Apr.  20th.  1836  ;  grad- 
uated at  the  Vermont  University,  in  Aug 
1861 ;  served  one  year  in  the  army  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  Co.  I.  5th  Reg.  Vt.  Vols.  He 
graduated  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  in 
May  1863,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
Albany.  Studied  law  one  year  after  that  in 
the  otlice  of  the  lion.  Daniel  Roberts,  now  in 
Burlington,  was  admitted  to  the  Chittenden 
County  Bar,  at  Burlington  in  September 
1864,  and  has  been  in  practice  in  this  city 
Birfce. 


WALUNGFORD. 

BY  REV.  H.  H.  8A.UNDERSOX. 
CHARTER — TOPOGRAPHY. 
The  facts  contained  in  the  following  historical 
sketch  have  been  derived  from  two  sources : 
j  1st.  from  reliable  records,  of  which  it  is  to  be 
j  regretted  there  are  so  few  ;  2nd,  from  oral  com- 
I  munications  from  aged  persons,  who,  though 
not  among  the  earliest  settlers,  yet  had  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  many  of  them,  and 
were  thus  well  able  to  give  information.  But 
as  nearly  a  century  has  passed  since  the  first 
settlement  here  was  made,  oblivion,  doubtless, 
has  covered  much  that  would  have  been  pleas- 
ant to  this  generation.  But  the  writer  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  however  imperfect  may  be  tins 
sketch,  that  he  h;is  spared  no  pains  in  gather- 
ing f  icts,*  and  therefore  hopes  that  he  has  been 
enabled  to  preserve  some  tilings  from  forgetful- 
ness.  which  otherwise  would  soon  have  been 
irrecoverably  lost 

This  township  derives  its  name  from  "Wal- 
lingford,  Ct.,  from  which  place  came  quire  a 
number  of  the  early  settlers.  It  was  charter- 
ed by  New  Hampshire,  Nov.  2T,  1761.  The 
proprietors  also  subsequently  obtained  a  charter 
from  New  York.  This  fact  is  of  little  conse- 
quence, except  as  it  illustrates  the  foresight  of 
the  proprietors,  who,  it  seems,  did  not  care  to 
enter  upon  a  settlement  of  their  lands,  until 
they  were  sure  they  had  a  good  legal  title. 

The  first  proprietors'  meeting  was  held  in 
VTallingford,  Ct.,  Sept.  12,  1772 — of  which  Capt. 
Eliakim  Hall  was  chosen  moderator.  They 
voted  at  this  meeting  to  lot  out  100  acres  of 
land  to  each  proprietor's  right,  and  chose  Mr. 
Isaac  Hall,  2d,  a  committee  to  superintend,  and 
Capt.  Eliakim  Hall  and  Miles  Johnson,  a  com- 
mittee to  draft  said  allotments. 

The  amount  of  land  embraced  in  the  origin- 
al charter  was  23.040  acres.   The  town  was  or- 
ganized March  10,1778;   but  its  boundaries, 
since  that  period,  have  boon  somewhat  chang- 
ed    Oct.  31.  '702,  33S8  acres  were  taken  from 
it,  to  form,  with  Jackson's  Gore,  and  a  porti  n 
of  Ludlow,  the  township  of  Mt.  Holly.  To 
I  compensate  for  this,  Oct.  19.  1793.  the  Legifila- 
j  ture  passed  an  act  annexing  to  Wallingford  a 
j  portion  of  the  town  of  Tinmouth.     This  act 

I     *  This  sketch  of  Waliingford  was  mostly  written  Id 
I  18f>7,  and  is  published  as  it  was  then  prepared,  Notl 
!  in  bkM  in  i!  ah.Mit  the  war  of  the  RohHMiMi,  us  it  « 

contemplated  \>y  the  Editor  of  tlii-<  Majaotina  1 0  I 
j  the  hi>tory  of  the  part  tukon  in  it  by  WallhiRford  treat- 
I  ed  in  an  article  l-y  itbrlf,  or  in  a  County  clmpter. 
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now  lies  before  me,  and  shows  that  the  tract 
annexed  was  that  portion  of  the  town  now  usu- 
ally known  as  "  West  Hill,"  and  which  was  a 
full  equivalent  to  "Wallingford  for  all  that  had 
been  taken  from  its  eastern  side. 

There  is  great  variety  in  this  township,  both 
as  it  relates  to  its  scenery  and  the  productive- 
ness of  its  soiL  The  eastern  part  of  it  lies  on  the 
Green  Mountains,  the  highest  ridge  of  which 
is  here  called  "  The  White  Rocks";  and  which, 
though  not  so  high  as  some  other  elevations  in 
the  range,  is  scarcely  surpassed  in  the  views  it 
presents.  A  gentleman  who  has  traveled  very 
extensively,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eu- 
rope, gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "any  thing 
finer  than  this  portion  of  the  Green  Mountains 
in  Wallingford  is  not  often  to  be  found."  The 
view  from  the  "  lee-beds"  (a  spot  so  named  be- 
cause ice  is  frequently  found  there  during  the 
entire  summer),  never  fails  .to  elicit  admiration. 
Such  ragged  precipices, and  rocks  piled  on  rocks, 
are  seldom  elsewhere  seen  ;  and  if  any  one 
takes  delight  in  this  kind  of  scenery,  he  cannot 
do  better  than  visit  this  locality. 

"  The  Eyry,"  or  Home  of  the  Eagles,  also, 
on  account  of  the  wild  ruggedness  of  its  beet- 
ling cliffs  and  dizzying  heights,  presents  a  view 
that  is  especially  grand. 

Another  elevation,  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  which  is  separate  from  the  moun- 
tain, is  called  "  Green  Hill."  This  seems  to  be 
composed  principally  of  quartz  rock,  cropping 
out  frequently  in  ledges — having  in  the  inters- 
tices a  shallow  covering  of  soil.  This  covers 
a  larye  area,  and,  in  the  season  of  blueberries, 
is  often  musical  with  companies  who  sometimes 
come  from  a  considerable  distance.  The  quan- 
tity of  berries  it  produces  is  almost  fabulous. 
Mr.  Nat.  Cook,  who  lives  near  by  it,  and  whose 
clear  ringing  voice  and  racy  conversation,  many 
who  have  visited  it  will  probably  remember, 
picked  here,  in  one  season,  as  the  writer  has 
been  told,  16  bushels  for  the  Rutland  and  oth- 
er markets. 

On  the  eastern  portion  of  the  hill  the  rocks 
appear  to  be  a  specie"  of  Granite.  This  hill 
extends  nearly  the  entire  distance  between  the 
villages  of  Wallingford  and  South  Wallingford, 
and  a  fine  view  of  it  is  presented  from  the 
road  most  of  the  way  between  these  two  places. 
Its  western  slope  comes  down  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Otter  Creek,  which  here  flow- 
ing through  luxuriant  meadows,  is  a  beautiful 
stream,  and  forms,  in  a  few  instances,  T  think, 
its  eastern  embankment.  Viewed  from  some 
portions  of  West  Hill,  it  adds  to  the  beauty  of  ' 


the  Creek  an  almost  overpowering  charm.  Yet, 
except  for  its  beauty  and  its  blueberries,  it  is, 
so  far  as  I  know,  of  no  apparent  use,  except  to 
fill  up  the  space  that  it  occupies  in  the  crust  of 
the  earth. 

The  scenery  of  this  pleasant  township  is  also 
diversified  by  three  ponds.  The  largest  of  these 
covering  about  350  acres,  lies  in  the  south-east- 
ern part  of  the  town,  on  the  mountains,  and 
has  received  the  name — from  what  circum- 
stances I  do  not  know — of  Spectacle  Pond  or 
Lake  Hiram.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
south-west  of  this  is  another,  covering  about  50 
acres.  Besides  these  sheets  of  water  there  is 
another  beautiful  one.  found  nearly  opposite  the 
village,  and  west  of  Otter  Creek,  amid  magnif- 
icent pastures,  which  covers  an  area  of  about 
1 00  acres,  and  is  called  Fox  Pond. 

Several  streams,  moreover,  with  eligible  mill- 
sites,  water  the  township.  The  Otter  Creek 
runs  through  it  from  south  to  north,  on  the  in- 
tervales of  which  are  situated  some  as  beautiful 
farms  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  State.  Mill 
River  is  in  the  north  eastern  part ;  and  Rosrirg 
Brook,  (which,  one  who  sees  it  in  time  of  fresh- 
et, will  think  rightly  named.)  runs  through  the 
village,  and  falls  into  the  Creek  some  50  or  60 
rods  on  tho  west  It  divides  the  village  about 
in  the  middle,  leaving  half  to  the  north  and 
half  to  the  south. 

There  is  another  littlo  stream  to  the  south  of 
the  village,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  on 
which  there  is  a  beautiful  miniature  cascade, 
called  "  Crystal  Falls" — which  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice. 

The  village  is  built  principally  on  one  street, 
running  north  and  south.  It  contains  quite  a 
number  of  pleasant  residences,  and  through  its 
entire  length  is  tastefully  adorned  with  vigor- 
ous young  maples,  with  now  and  then  an  elm 
and  ever-green  in  appropriate  places.*  At  the 
north  and  south  ends,  respectively,  stand  the 
Catholic  and  Congregational  churches  :  which, 
though  not  expensive,  are  very  comely  struc- 
tures. The  Baptist  house  of  worship,  which 
has  been  refitted  and  moved  to  its  present  po- 
sition, stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Ml.  Holly,  and  a  few  rods  distant,  above, 
on  tho  opposite  side,  is  the  village  sci.ool- 
house,  with  a  fine  hall  over  it  used  for  ly  am 
lectures  and  other  gatherings.  It  was  bu^c  in 
\  I860,  at  an  expense  of  $  3000  ;    and  is,  on  the 

*  Th<>  Village  is  principally  Indebted  for  fh<*w  tc<?§ 
|  to  Rfv.  II.  II.  Saundenon,  now  of  Charleston  u,  N  II. 
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whole,  for  tho  purpose  for  which  it  was  intend- 
ed, a  very  neat  and  commodious  structure. 

In  addition  to  this  main  village  there  is  also 
a  small  village  at  South  Wallingford,  about  5 
miles  distant-  Here  is  a  quarry  of  very  mark- 
etable marble,  which  has  been  worked,  as  eon- 
tracts  could  be  made  for  it,  for  many  years. — 
There  is  another  quarry  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  two  villages,  said  to  be  of  better 
quality. 

Both  of  these  villages  lie  on  the  "Western 
"Vermont  Railroad,  a  work  for  which  the  pub- 
lic are  greatly  indebted  to  the  late  Gen.  Rob- 
inson Hall. 

Ther«  has,  also,  quite  a  little  settlement 
sprung  up,  within  a  few  years,  at  East  Wal- 
lingford, This  is  about  5  miles  distant  from  the 
other  two  villages,  and  is  situated  on  the  Rut- 
land and  Burlington  Railroad.  It  has  a  very 
neat  Baptist  meetinghouse,  postoffice,  several 
stores,  and  is  rapidly  increasing  in  its  business 
interests. 

About  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  this  latter 
pkce  is  the  little  hamlet  of  Centreville,  former- 
ly Slab  City,  on  Sugar  Hill.  This  is  not  a  very 
extensive  settlement;  yet  quite  a  number  of 
very  capable  business  men  have  originated  in 
this  locality.  The  character  of  its  schools,  and 
of  its  inhabitants,  also,  has  not  been  behind 
tbat^of  other  portions  of  the  town. 

Hartsborough  is  the  name  of  another  minia- 
ture settlement.  This  is  situated  in  a  very  ro- 
mantic spot  between  Green  Hill  and  the  White 
Ro?ks.  Here,  as  recently  as  June,  1857,  was 
the  scene  of  a  great  bear-hunt  in  which  bruin, 
tl>ough  assailed  with  tierce  weapons  and  many 
hard  words  by  a  multitude  deeply  intent  on 
his  destruction,  contrived  to  break  through  all 
their  lines,  and  track  his  lonely  way  to  the 
mountains.  The  reason  of  this  valiant  attack 
of  the  people  upon  his  boarship  was,  that  he 
had  audaciously  invaded  the  quiet  sheepfold 
of  Mr.  Israel  Munson,  and  slaughtered  19  of 
his  choicest  merinoes — which  fact  being  pro- 
mulgated in  the  vill  itre  and  other  parts  of  the 
town,  it  was  universally  cone  ded  that  he  ought 
to  die;  whence  the  demonstration  against  him. 
But  though  he  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  | 
undaunted  hunters  of  Wallingford,  it  is  suppos- 
ed that  he  speedily  after  suffered  a  just  retri- 
bution for  his  audacity  and  crimes,  in  a  neigh- 
boring town. 

Having  Urns  given  tho  topography  of  Wal- 
lingford, I  now  proceed  to  give  some  account 
of  its  early  settlers. 


SETTLEMENT  AND  EARLY  INHABITANTS — 6E0B6B 
SCOTT  AND  FAMILY. 

It  is  usually  conceded  that  the  first  legal  set- 
tlement of  Wallingford  was  made  in  the  Spring 
or  Summer  of  1773,  by  Dea.  Abraham  Jackson 
and  family.  But  though  they  were  the  first 
who  had  any  regular  title  to  their  land,  and 
could  thus  appropriately  be  called  settlers,  they 
were  not  the  first  iuhabitant3. 

Mr.  George  Scott,  who  was  one  of  those  inde- 
pendent personages,  who,  in  the  nomenclature 
of  the  present  times  are  denominated  squatters, 
was  on  the  ground  before  them ;  and.  from  whas 
incidents  of  his  life  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect, he  seems  to  have  been  an  uncommon 
specimen  of  his  class.  According  to  the  ac- 
count given  of  him,  he  was  both  indolent  and 
improvident,  and  had  a  compauion  after  his 
own  heart.  Thomas  Rowley,  a  poet  of  Danby, 
and  ono  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town,  when 
out  on  a  hunting  excursion,  got  caught  in  a 
storm,  and  was  thus  forced  to  stay  with  Scott 
over  night.  He  thus  describes  his  entertainers 
and  entertainment: 

When 't  fell  to  my  lot  to  visit  Scott, 

In  one  cold  winter's  storm, 
I  did  propose  to  dry  my  clo'se, 

And  my  cold  body  warm. 

I  sfepp'd  in-door,  when  on  the  floor 

A  herd  of  swine  there  met  me, 
Which  round  me  plied,  on  every  side,. 

And  well  nigh  overset  me. 

Beyond  the  herd  a  man  appeared, 

As  one  without  a  soul, 
Who  hung  his  head,  as  if  half  dead, 

Above  a  fi-re-coal.  , 

His  lovely  wife,  to  save  her  life, 

Sat  in  the  dust  and  sand  ; 
Her  knoes  erect  her  chin  protect, 

Her  noso  she  holds  in  her  hand. 

Poor  souls  !  they'll  freeze,  unless  the  treed 
Shall  drop  their  Hint'*  down  chimbly; 

Or  some  kind  friend  a  hand  shall  lend 
To  help  them  very  nimbly. 

The  dwelling  of  this  Scott  was  the  first  hu- 
man habitation  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
It  was  situated  on  the  east  side  of  where  tha 
road  now  runs,  nearly  opposite  the  school- 
house  in  tho  Gurley  Marsh  district.  It  was  a 
mere  shanty,  of  rudo  construction,  and  scarcely 
worthy  to  be  called  a  human  dwells  ff.  The 
manner  in  which  it  was  discovered  by  tl 
prietora,  on  their  first  visit  to  the  place  s  tboj 
described  by  the  late  deacon  Moselev  Hall : 

Tho  proprietors,  on  their  first  visit  to  the 
plaeo,  hsd  iu  theif  company  a  negro  servant 
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named  Ziba,  who,  like  some  others,  made  many 
pretentions  to  bravery  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, but  was  in  reality  exceedingly  timid  when 
danger  was  to  be  encountered.  Of  Indians,  in 
particular,  he  had  the  most  incurable  dread. 
This  was  well  known  to  the  proprietors,  who 
on  their  journey  had  no  little  diversion  at  his 
expense.  For,  whenever  they  came  to  any 
suspicious  looking  place  they  would  make  a 
halt  and  cry  "Indians!"  and  call  for  Ziba  to 
go  ahead-  But  at  that  terrible  word  the  cour- 
age of  poor  Ziba  would  all  ooze  out,  and  he 
would  fall  in  the  rear.  They  would  then  of 
course  have  a  laugh,  and  discover  that  there 
was  no  danger,  and  proceed  as  usual  till  some- 
thing else  should  turn  up. 

In  the  examination  of  their  lands  they  were 
one  day  proceeding  northward  from  where  our 
beautiful  village  now  stands,  when  on  arriving 
at  the  top  of  the  hill  a  little  beyond  the  present 
residence  of  Mr.  Eliakim  Ballou,  they  discov- 
ered a  smoke  curling  up  among  the  trees,  only 
a  little  distance  before  them.  Up  to  their  old 
tricks,  one  of  them,  Mr.  Isaac  Hall,  cried  out 
14  Indians,  Ziba,  go  ahead  ;"  when  Ziba,  as  a 
matter-of  course,  found  refuge  in  the  rear,  and 
gave  them  another  opportunity  for  a  laugh  at 
his  expense.  They  supposed  the  smoke  to 
proceed  from  som^  hunter's  encampment,  and 
were  not  a  little  surprised  when  they  reached 
the  spot  to  see  a  forlorn  looking  man  standing 
before  the  door  of  a  log  cabin.  This  was  Scott, 
and  his  first  words  to  them  were,  "  Gentlemen, 
will  not  one  of  you  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a 
chew  of  tobacco  ?" — at  the  same  time  taking  a 
cud  from  his  mouth,  and  holding  it  out  in  the 
palm  of  his  hand — ''Here  is  one  which  a  hunt- 
er gave  me  who  passed  here  six  weeks  ago,  and 
I  begin  to  feel  the  need  of  another."  Whether 
he  obtained  his  request  or  not  we  have  no  tra- 
dition. But  provided  the  habits  of  the  present 
generation  were  transmitted  from  their  fathers, 
he  undoubtedly  did. 

Scott  used  to  keep  a  cow,  the  color  of  which 
was  black,  or  a  very  dark  brown,  and  which, 
as  he  was  often  too  lazy  to  hunt,  was  frequent- 
ly his  only  resource  for  supper.  One  night 
"  Old  Black"  not  coming  home  as  usual,  fears 
began  to  be  entertained  in  regard  to  their  eve- 
ning meal.  The  shades  grew  deeper  and  deep- 
er, but  still  no  cow  appeared.  At  length  Mrs. 
Scott,  weary  of  waiting,  gathered  resolution  to 
go  out  and  look  for  her  ;  and  having  gone  a 
little  way  into  that  part  of  the  forest  which  she 
most  used  to  frequent,  she  discovered  a  lar^o 
creature  which  she  took  to  bo  old  Black  very 


quietly  ensconsed  in  the  top  of  a  tree.  Hast- 
ening back  to  her  cabin,  she  cried  out  to  her 
husband,  with  her  blear  eyes  wide  with  aston- 
ishment, "  Scott  1  Scott  1  the  Devil 's  a  witch, 
don't  you  think  our  old  cow  has  clomb  up  into 
the  top  of  a  tree!"-  Scott,  prompted  either  by 
curiosity  or  hunger,  started  out  with  his  wife 
to  see  the  sight :  but  on  reaching  the  tree  they 
found  what  Mrs.  Scott  had  fancied  to  be  the 
old  cow  was  a  huge  black  bear  which  had  in- 
dulged his  propensity  fur  climbing,  and  for 
some  object  unknown  was  occupying  the  ex- 
alted position.  They  returned  home,  and  with 
many  expressions  of  condolement  went  supper- 
less  to  bed.  But  on  rising  the  next  morning 
they  had  a  time  of  thanksgiving — for  old  black 
had  returned,  and  was  awaiting  them  at  the 
door. 

The  Christ  ian  name  of  Mrs.  Scott  was  Lois. 
She  is  described  as  a  little  dumpy  woman,  with 
blear  eyes.    She  was,  moreover,  so  exceeding- 
ly cross-eyed,  that  when  she  was  looking  at 
j  you,  she  appeared  to  be  looking  at  any  body 
I  else  but  you.    She  was  very  proud,  and  took 
great  delight  in  every  kind  of  toggery  that  wag 
adapted  to  make  a  show.    And  such  was  her 
peculiarity  of  taste,  that  it  made  very  little  dif- 
ence  with  her  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
adaptation  of  her  garments  to  each  other.  And 
in  this  respect  her  two  daughters,  Grace  and 
Achsah,  were  the  true  patterns  of  their  moth- 
er.   As  for  Scott,  he  wore  what  he  could  get, 
paying  no  attention  to  the  outer  man. 
|    If  we  may  believe  the  description  which 
;  Rowley  gave  of  Mrs.  Scott,  her  lot  was  a  hard 
lone,  fraught  with  many  troubles:    and  that 
!  description  certainly  bears  the  semblance  of 
I  truth,  though  slightly  colored,  perhaps,  through 
the  influence  of  a  poetic  imagination.    But  al- 
lowing a  wide  margin  for  the  poet's  fancy,  we 
are  still  constrained  to  believe  that  her  life  was 
i  passed  amid  pigs  and  poverty.     Poor  Lois  1 
|  she  evidently  loved  not  wisely.   She  had  a  lazy 
j  husband — and  that,  by  those  who  have  experi- 
I  enced  it,  has  been  deemed  the  greatest  of  ca- 
!  [amities.     Drop  a  tear,  ye  who  have  tears  to 
!  sparo,  to  their  memory. 

I  There  is  a  tradition,  that  the  proprietors 
j  wishing  to  displace  Scott  from  the  premises  ho 
1  was  occupying,  told  him  that  if  he  would 
'  peaceably  give  up  the  spot  where  he  whs.  they 
1  would  give  him  the  first  lot  that  was  run  out 
I  in  the  town.  To  this  ho  agreed  :  but  wl  en 
I  they  came  to  the  survey,  thinking  that  ho  and 
'  his  family  would  be  no  acquisition  to  the  place, 
j  and  wishing  to  get  entirely  rid  ol  them,  tl.ey 
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run  him  out  a  lot  ton  rods  in  width,  containing 
the  regular  number  of  acres,  in  tliat  part  of  the 
town  now  lying  next  to  lit.  Tabor,  and  which 
it  is  said  never  has  been  and  nev^r  can  bo  cul- 
tivated. But  Scott  was  not  to  be  outmanceu- 
vered:  for,  though  displaced  from  his  home- 
stead, he  stuck  to  the  township,  and  was  sup- 
ported many  years  at  its  expense — dying  at  a 
good  old  age,  within  the  memory  of  the  old- 
eat  inhabitants. 

ABRAHAM  JACKSON. 

A  very  different  personage  from  Scott,  was 
Deacon  Abraham  Jackson.  Ho  was  from 
Cornwall,  Ct.,  where  he  was  probably  an  officer 
in  the  church — whence  his  title.  He  was  a 
person  of  excellent  moral  and  religious  charac- 
ter and  industrious  habits.  His  family,  at  the 
time  of  his  moving  to  "Wallingford,  consisted 
of  a  wife  and  ten  children — to  whom  another, 
Loraine,  was  subsequently  added.  He  thus 
had  the  blessing  pronounced  upon  the  good 
man  :  "  Thy  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by 
the  sides  of  thy  house ;  thy  children  like  olive 
plants  round  about  thy  table." 

It  has  happened  to  Dea.  Jackson,  though  an 
excellent  man,  to  receive,  like  some  others, 
more  than  his  due  meed  of  praise.  The  hon- 
or of  being  the  first  town  clerk  and  the  first 
representative,  with  which  he  has  often  been 
aocredited,  belongs  to  his  eldest  sen,  who  bore 
the  sane  name,  and  was  a  man  of  superior 
ability,  and  great  energy  of  character.  He 
is  also  said  to  have  been  "The  first  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  church — of  which  he 
was  truly  a  main  pillar  ;  supporting  the  first 
minister  almost  entirely  from  his  own  resourc- 
es.'' ("See  page  19  of  Memorials  of  Mrs. 
Hamlin,  by  Mrs.  Margarette  Woods  Lawrence.] 
This  is  also  a  pleasant  fiction,  however  ex- 
tensively it  may  have  gained  circulation ;  for, 
that  no  doubt  may  remain  on  this  point,  I  have 
only  to  say  that  there  was  no  Congregational 
church  in  town,  until  subsequent  to  Dea.  Jack- 
son's death  I  state  these  facts  on  the  authority 
of  the  late  Dea  Moseley  Hall.  The  claim,  then, 
to  this  honor,  which  has  been  put  forth  for  Dea. 
Jackson  is  wholly  groundless.  But  although  it 
was  not  his  lot  to  gain  the  distinction  which  they 
conferred,  yet  he  was  an  estimable  man,  a  friend 
of  good  order  and  great  respecter  of  religion, 
and  one  who  was  accustomed  to  discharge  all 
his  duties  with  promptitude  and  fidelity.  And 
it  may  bo  said  without  exaggeration,  that 
through  his  descendants  his  influence  has  gono 
out  into  all  the  earth,  nis  numerous  family, 
most  of  thorn,  grew  up  to  bo  respectable,  aud 


I  to  act  well  their  parts  in  their  day  and  genera- 
tion.  This  was  emphatically  the  case  with  two 
J  of  his  sons:  the  eldest  and  the  youngest.  Abra- 
j  ham  held  many  places  of  trust  in  the  gift  of 
[  his  fellow  citizens  ;  and  the  fact  that  the  same 
office  was  severaHimes  conferred  upon  him  af- 
fords sufficient  evidence  that  its  duties  were 
faithfully  discharged. 

"William,  the  youngest  son,  was  educated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  at  which  institution  he  grad- 
j  uated  in  the  year  1790.     He  studied  theology 
j  under  Drs.  Edmunds  and  Spring,  whose  con- 
I  fidence,  it  is  stated,  he  largely  shared.    He  was 
ordained  over  the  church  in  Dorset  in  1T9G  and 
I  continued  to  be  its  pastor,  much  honored  and 
|  beloved,  till  his  death  in  ]  842. 
I     Few  persons  in  Vermont  have  exerted  a 
j  more  extensive  influence  upon  the  religious 
j  and  educational  institutions  of  the  State  than 
Dr.  Jackson.    In  addition  to  the  fact  that  Mid- 
dlebury  College  owes  much  to  his  endeavors, 
he  wa3  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  promote  a 
higher  standard  of  education,  as  well  as  a  more 
exalted  piety  among  all  who  came  within  the 
J  sphere  of  his  influence.    Through  his  endeav- 
ors more  young  men  received  a  collegiate  edu- 
tion  from  his  small  town  (Dorset)  than  from  all 
the  rest  in  the  county.    Moreover,  it  is  said 
that  Mr.  Burr  of  Manchester  was,  through  his 
influence,  stimulated  to  his  generous  donations 
to  charitable  and  religious  objects. 

A  wide-spread  influence  has  *lso  gone  out 
from  Dr.  Jackson  into  the  world,  through  his 
family.  His  children  were  educated  with  an 
assiduous  care  which  every  Christian  parent 
would  do  well  to  emulate:  among  whom  were 
Margarette,  who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  John 
Maltby,  for  some  years  the  excellent  pastor  of 
the  Hammond  Street  church  at  Bangor,  Me. 
j  Rev.  Samuel  Cram  Jackson,  D.  D.,  the  secre- 
I  tary  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  State  Libra- 
rian in  Massachusetts,  and  Henrietta  Anna  Lo- 
raine, who  married  Rev.  Cyrus  Hamlin,  whoso 
charming  memorials  have  been  given  to  the 
world  by  Mrs.  Margarette  Woods  Lawrence, 
uuder  the  title  of  "  Light  on  the  Dark  River 
and  winch  maybe  consulted  for  much  interest- 
ing information  concerning  the  Jackson  family. 

Those  who  would  know  more  of  the  Jackson 
family  may  find  still  further  interesting  partic- 
ulars in  the  history  of  Dorset,  published  in  this 
work.    [Sec  vol.  I.  page  \9?>] 

joiin  norEiNS. 
But  although  Dea.  Jackson  was  the-  first  set- 
tler of  Wallingford,  under  its  original  charter, 
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he  was  not  the  first  man  who  settled  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  town.  John  Hopkins 
from  Salem,  N.  T.,  cleared  the  first  piece  of 
land  in  the  present  limits  of  the  town.  The 
land  Cieared  was  on  the  widow  Hopkins  place, 
on  West  Hill,  and  consisted  of  about  three 
acres.  It  was  cleared  in  the  year  IT 70.  Hop- 
kins was  then  18  years  old,  and  boarded  while 
he  was  clearing  it  at  Danby  Corners.  He  sow- 
ed it  with  wheat,  which  grew  so  tall  that  he 
could,  go  into  it,  and,  standing  erect,  tie  it  over 
his  head.  The  next  year,  1771,  he  settled  on 
the  land  he  had  cleared,  and  built  a  log  house. 
He  subsequently  married  and  had  six  children. 
Some  of  his  descendants  still  live  on  West  Hill. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  a  staunch  Presbyterian, 
and  would  not  allow  of  swearing,  or  any  thing 
improper  in  his  preseuce.  It  is  a  tradition, 
that  a  man  at  work  for  him  gathering  wheat, 
(Nehemiah  "White)  being  pricked  by  the  beards, 
uttered  an  oath;  on  which  he  informed  him 
that  he  could  hare  no  more  such  talk.  But  a 
little  while  after  the  offence  being  repeated. 
Mr.  Hopkins  drove  him  out  of  the  field  with  a 
pitchfork. 

OTHER  SETTLERS. 

Of  the  persons  who  soon  followed  Abraham 
Jackson  in  the  settlement  of  the  town  we  may 
enumerate  Abraham  Ives,  Lent  Ives,  Daniel 
Bradley,  Benjamin  Bradley,  Joseph  Jackson, 
Ezekiel  Miles,  Ephraim  Andrus,  and  Edmund 
and  James  Bumpus. 

ABRAHAM  IVES 

Was  from  Wallingford.  Ct.  He  came  to  town 
very  soon  after  the  advent  of  Abraham  Jack- 
son. He  was  a  distinguished  man  in  the  early 
history  of  the  place,  and  became  known  as  a 
"business  man"  throughout  the  State. 

That  he  was  an  influential  man  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  fact,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention  which  met  at  Dorset  July  24,  1776. 
This  Convention  consisted  of  51  members,  rep- 
resenting 35  towns:  and  was  called  to  consider 
one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that  ever 
came  before  a  deliberative  assembly  in  this 
State,  viz.  In  what  relation  Vermont,  then  the 
New  Hampshire  Giants,  should  stand  to  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  and 
to  the  Continental  Congress  by  which  the  In- 
dependence of  the  then  thirteen  States  had 
been  recently  declared? 

The  result  of  this  meeting  was.  that  the  Con- 
vention agreed  to  enter  into  an  Association 
among  themselves  for  the  defence  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country  :  but  that  they  would  not 


associate  with  either  of  the  counties,  or  with 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  and  that 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  who  should  enter  into  such  an  associa- 
tion should  be  deemed  enemies  to  the  common 
cause.  [See  Williams;  History  of  Vermont,  p. 
167,  vol.  2d.] 

On  the  25th  of  September  following,  the 
Convention  met  again,  when,  without  a  dis- 
senting vote,  they  resolved  to  take  suitable 
measures,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  declare  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  a  free  and  separate  dis-. 
triet,  and  that  no  law  or  laws,  direction  or  di- 
rections from  the  State  of  New  York,  should 
be  accepted.  [See  Williams'  History,  page  168, 
vol.  2d.] 

Mn  Ives  was  a  man  of  great  energy  of  char- 
acter, and  was  never  happier  than  when  full  of 
employment.  He  held  the  various  offices  of 
captain,  justice  of  the  peace  and  high  sheriff. 
He  kept  a  store  and  a  tavern — the  first  that 
were  opened  in  the  town.  These  establish- 
ments were  probably  not  on  a  very  large  scale, 
as  the  house  in  which  they  were  first  kept  had 
only  one  room  and  a  bedroom.  But  this  was 
only  the  beginning,  and  greater  things  came 
afterwards :  for,  according  to  my  informant, 
Mrs.  Millinda  Chatterton,  "He  subsequently 
built  a  house  where  he  kept  his  store  and  tav- 
ern, and  had  it  painted  and  papered,  aud  was 
pretty  smart." 

At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Burgoyne, 
Mr.  Ives,  being  known  as  a  patriot,  was,  with 
others  of  that  class,  in  much  danger.  Consult- 
ing, therefore,  his  own  safety,  or  rather  that  of 
his  family,  he  hid  his  goods,  and  returned  for  a 
short  time  to  Connecticut.  During  his  absence 
old  Mr.  Scott,  who  has  been  described  as  the 
first  squatter  in  towu,  and  who  was  a  tory,  took 
possession  of  his  house — thinking,  doubtless, 
that  it  would  be  much  more  pleasant  than  his 
own  miserable  habitation.  Diligent  search  was 
made  by  the  new  occupants  for  the  hidden  furn- 
iture and  goods.  Some  nice  bed  curtains,  in 
particular,  were  sought  for  by  the  Scott  girls, 
Misses  Grace  and  Achsah,  which  they  knew  to 
be  among  the  fine  things  of  Mrs.  Ives,  that 
they  might  convert  them  from  their  former  use 
into  dresses  for  themselves,  of  which  they  stood 
in  very  great  need.  At  length  they  found  them 
carefully  stow  el  away  in  some  hay  in  the  barn, 
and  wore  pleased  enough  with  their  discovery, 
but  the  news  of  their  good  luck  coming  to  tho 
oar*  of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Bradley,  through  Sally 
Jenne,  her  sister,  whom  the  Scott  irirls  had  told 
about  it,  she  went  to  tho  barn  in  the  night,  ;md 
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finding  the  curtains,  took  and  kept  thorn  till 
Mrs  Ives  returned.  So  poor  Grace  and  Achsah 
were  disappointed,  and  still  had  to  wear  their 
old  clothes. 

Mr.  Ives  one  time  started  out  to  go  up  to  Mr. 
Richmond's — now  the  Eliakira  Ballou  place — 
to  carry  home  an  iron  wedge  which  he  had 
borrowed  a  few  days  before :  but  having  gone 
about  half  way,  what  should  he  encounter  but 
a  huge  panther,  which,  with  glaring  eyes,  stood 
only  a  few  feet  distant  in  the  path  before  him. 
Of  course  the  uppermost  question  in  his  mind 
was,  what  he  should  do?  It  occurred  to  him 
that  contending  with  such  a  creature  with  an 
iron  wedge  for  his  only  weapon  might  be  a 
rather  serious  business.  But  though  fighting 
might  be  dangerous,  any  attempt  to  flee  might 
not  be  adapted  to  better  his  condition.  So, 
making  up  his  mind  to  stand  his  ground,  he 
hurled  his  wedge  with  all  his  strength  at  the 
creature's  head,  which,  giving  a  terrible  scream, 
darted  off  into  the  forest,  leaving  the  valiant 
Captain  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  path. 

As  I  have  stated  before,  Mr.  Ives  was  high 
slierifT.  "We  have  no  evidence  from  any  record, 
that  any  officer  of  this  kind  was  elected  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1781.  The  name  of  Mr.  Ives 
is  among  the  county  officers  for  that  year  ;  also 
for  the  years  1782-3-4  and  5.  He  was  also 
representative  for  the  years  1779  and  '83. 

Mr.  Ives  lived  at  the  Meacham  place,  which 
was  on  the  west  aide  of  the  street,  a  few  rods 
below  Mill-lane.  There  he  first  erected  his  log- 
cabin,  and  on  the  same  spot  subsequently  built 
his  new  house. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  time 
when  Mr.  Ives  left  "Wallingford :  but  it  was 
probably  as  early  as  1786  or  '87.  Getting  in- 
volved— it  was  thought  through  the  dishonestv 
of  his  agents  in  the  sale  of  wild  lands  for  taxes 
— he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  State.  He  there- 
fore swapped  farms  with  Mr.  Samuel  Hull  of 
Connecticut,  the  grandfather  of  our  much  re- 
spected citizen,  Alfred  Hull,  Esq.,  and  went  to 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Hull  came  here. 

LENT  IVES. 

Mr.  Lent  Tves  was  another  of  the  early  citi- 
zens. He  is  remembered  by  many  of  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants.  He  died  June  30,  1838,  in 
bis  80th  year  j  and  his  wife  reached  tlie  same 
advanced  ago.  Many,  therefore,  at  present 
among  us  have  looked  upon  this  patriarchal 
pair,  and  enjoyed  tiie  pleasure  of  their  inter- 
course. 

Mr.  Ivea  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and 


was  a  true  patriot  and  estimablo  citizen.  The 
following  amusing  anecdote  is  related  of  him: 
The  garden  of  Mr.  Ives  was  full  of  stones — 
it  being  situated  on  what  was  by  some  suppos- 
ed to  have  been  a  former  channel  of  Roaring 
Brook.  So  numerous  were  they  that  whenever 
he  attempted  to  plough  it,  they  would  be 
brought  to  the  surface  in  great  quantities. — 
Getting  out  of  patience  with  this  state  of  things, 
the  old  gentleman  gave  orders  to  his  hired  man 
one  day,  to  dig  a  hole  big  enough  to  put  them 
all  into,  and  bury  them.  The  hole  having  been 
dug,  it  made  no  small  amusement  for  the  peo- 
ple when  it  was  found  that  he  was  unable  to 
put  all  the  stone  back  again  that  had  beeu  dug 
out. 

DANIEL  BRADLEY. 

Daniel  Bradley  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Esther 
Bradley,  were  very  early  settlers.  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley was  a  sister  of  the  Iveses,  and  was  a  very 
excellent  woman.  Parthena  Bradley,  their 
daughter,  (so  says  our  venerable  friend.  Mrs. 
Miilinda  Chatterton),  was  the  first  child  born 
in  the  town.  Of  late  it  has  been  supposed  that 
Loraine,  the  youngest  daughter, of  Dea,  Abra- 
ham Jackson,  was  the  first;  but  Mrs.  Chatter- 
ton  asserts,  that  as  far  back  as  she  can  remem- 
ber, Parthena  Bradley  had  that  honor. 

Mr.  Bradley  first  lived  on  the  place  since 
owned  by  Miss  Olivia  Ballou.  At  the  time  Cas- 
tletou  was  occupied  by  the  British,  in  1777,  he, 
with  other  patriots,  fled  to  Connecticut — hiding 
such  property  as  he  had  where  he  deemed  it 
would  be  secure.  Among  other  things  he  took 
great  pains  to  hide  a  tub  of  maple  sjgar.  He 
removed  a  large  heap  of  brush  that  was  lying 
in  his  garden,  and  having  dug  a  hole  where  it 
had  lain,  buried  the  sugar,  and  put  the  bru-h 
carefully  back  again — feeling  great  confidence, 
as  he  afterwards  said,  that  his  sugar  would  be 
safe.  But  here  he  miscalculated  ;  for  Reuben 
Ives,  who  had  married  Ephraim  Andrus' 
daughter,  and  who  was  as  near  a  torv  ns  he 
dared  to  be,  found  his  sugar,  and  long  before 
Mr.  Bradley  returned  it  was  eaten  up  Put 
Mr.  Bradley,  after  the  war,  sued  him  for  it.  and 
recovered  its  full  value  with  interest,  which 
Ives  thought  rather  hard,  as  ho  said  it  had  tak- 
en him  a  month  to  find  it  I 

Mr.  Bradley,  after  the  war.  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  place  where  he  lived.  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
proprietor  of  whom  he  had  purchased  it.  took  a 
back,  and  let  him  havo  the  place  about  mid- 
way between  the  two  villages,  for  so  many 
years  since  occupied  by  Dea,  Mosehy  Hall. 
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BENJAMIN"  BRADLEY 

Was  a  brother  of  Daniel,  and  came  to  town  the 
same  year.  He  lived  on  the  Thomas  Hulett 
place,  since  owned  by  Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholson, 
and  now  owned  by  Dr.  Crary.  He  being  sick, 
could  not,  like  his  brother,  go  to  Connecticut ; 
and  some  of  his  friends,  who  were  half  tories, 
came  to  him  and  advised  him  for  his  personal 
safety,  and  the  better  security  of  his  family,  to 
put  himself  under  royal  protection.  But  when 
Mrs.  Bradley  understood  the  object  for  whicli 
they  had  come,  her  patriotic  blood  was  at  once 
up,  and  she  gave  them  a  lecture  which  they 
probably  remembered,  and  bade  them  "Begone, 
and  never  come  there  again  on  such  an  errand." 

An  incident  of  the  war,  perhaps,  may  prop- 
erly come  in  here.  A  tory  from  Manchester, 
seeking  to  go  and  put  himself  under  royal  pro- 
tection at  Castleton,  got  as  far  as  Green  Hill  in 
Wallingford  on  his  way.  The  citizens  learning 
that  he  was  on  the  hill,  went  out  after  him. 
He  pointed  his  gun  at  them,  when  they  imme- 
diately shot  him  down.  His  gun  was  not  load- 
ed, but  they  supposed  it  was.  He  was  brought 
down  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Bradley's,  where  he  was 
kindly  caied  for,  but  soon  died  of  his  wounds. 
Mr.  Bradley  buried  him  on  his  own  land,  on 
the  fp'.t  which  is  now  the  village  cemetery. 
He  was  the  fiist  that  was  buried  there.  When 
Mrs.  Cbatterton  came  to  town  in  1779,  the  cem- 
etery contained  8  graves.  It  is  now  the  rest- 
ing-place of  hundreds  who  have  been  laid  there 
in  their  last  long  sleep. 

HON.  JOSEPH  RANDALL 

Moved  to  Wallingford  from  Stonington,  Ct.,  in 
1779.  The  uame  of  his  wife  was  Sabra  Hew- 
itt, whom  he  married  April  20,  1775.  He  was 
a  man  of  eminently  correct  principles  and  hab- 
its, and  none  of  our  early  or  later  citizens  have 
been  deserving  of  more  regard.  Briefly  to  sum 
up  his  various  services,  he  was  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  church  5G  years,  supplying  gratuitously 
the  place  of  a  pastor  for  more  than  a  third  of 
that  time — church  clerk  54  years — leader  of 
the  singing  3b'  years — justice  of  the  peace  50 
years — representative  4  years — judge  of  probate 
4  years.  He  was  also,  in  1773,  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  bore  his  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  also  in  the  war  of  1812.  An  honor- 
able man,  a  Christian,  a  patriot — he  was  of 
very  great  benefit  to  the  town,  and  performed 
no  inconsiderable  service  for  the  State. 

JOSEFII  JACKSON 

Also  settled  in  the  town  early.  Ho  was  only 
distantly  related  to  Dea.  Abraham  Jackson. 


He  erected  the  first  gristmill  in  the  village. 
One  had,  however,  been  previously  erected  at 
South  Wallingford.  He  lived  where  Gurley 
Marsh  now  lives,  and  was  an  enterprising  busi- 
ness man.  He  had  four  daughters,  whose 
names  were  Mercy,  Polly,  Sally  and  Finy. 

CRISPLN  BULL 

Erected  the  first  gristmill  in  town.  How  long 
this  was  before  Joseph  Jackson  put  up  his  mill 
in  the  village  I  have  not  succeeded  in  ascertain- 
ing. The  manner  in  which  he  obtained  his 
water-power  is  thus  described  by  Dea.  Moseley 
Hall,  who  had  the  information  from  his  father. 
He  went  to  Mr.  Isaac  Mall  and  described  a  lot 
of  land  which  he  said  he  wanted  to  purchase. 
Mr.  Hall  was  rather  under  the  impression  that 
the  water-power  was  on  that  lot,  and  inquired 
of  Mr.  Bull  if  that  was  not  the  case.  He  very 
coolly  replying  in  the  negative,  Mr.  Hall,  not 
suspecting  any  trickery,  sold  him  the  land,  and 
gave  him  a  deed.  On  finding  out  the  truth  of 
the  matter,  however,  he  told  Mr.  Bull  he  ought 
to  make  him  reparation.  But  as  there  had 
been  no  witnesses  to  the  conversation,  Mr. 
Hall  of  course  could  do  nothing;  and  so  Mr. 
Bull  retained  his  purchase. 

EPHRAIM  ANDRUS 

Was  one  of  the  persons  who  are  occasionally 
found,  who,  though  possessed  of  considerable 
natural  ability,  yet  live  half  vagabond  lives,  and 
die  without  having  accomplished  any  high  or 
useful  purpose.  He  was  totally  wanting  in 
stability  of  character,  and  most  of  the  great 
moral  principles  by  which  men's  lives  should 
be  guided.  He  is  chiefly  remembered  for  his 
poetry.  I  give  a  few  specimens,  with  incidents 
connected  with  them. 

There  was  a  furnace  at  South  Wallngford, 
at  which  was  employed  quite  a  number  of 
workmen.  They  were  a  rough  looking  set, 
and,  as  my  informant  thinks,  their  looks  did  not 
probably  do  them  any  injustice.  Andrus,  who 
lived  about  half  way  between  the  two  villages, 
happening  to  be  down  there  one  day,  they  be- 
gan to  dare  and  challenge  him  to  make  them 
the  subject  of  his  rhymes.  At  first  he  pretend- 
ed to  pay  little  attention  to  their  raillery  :  but 
excited  at  length  by  their  continued  banter- 
ing, assuming  an  oratorical  attitude,  he,  greatly 
to  their  amusement,  pronounced  the  following 

If  you  should  take  an  iron  rake, 

An>l  nike  the  pit  hetow, 
Another  such  a  h<*Hiaii  Mt, 

I'd  stump  old  Nick  to  show. 

Hero  is  another  on  a  man  by  the  name  of 
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Adams,  one  of  those  unfortunates,  who,  like 
Bill  Orr, 

 when  liquor  is  handy, 

Whether  its  name  be  gin,  whisky  or  brandy," 

cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  taking  some. — 
But  the  verse  explains  itself.    Here  it  is  : 

If  Adam*  wa*  dead  and  buried, 

And  should  suuff  the  smell  of  rum, 

With  open  eyes  the  fellow  would  rise, 
And  back  again  would  come. 

Ephraiara  was  a  little  toryish,  besides  being 
somewhat  timid ;  so,  when  the  British  were  at 
Castleton,  he  walked  all  the  way  there  to  put 
himself  under  royal  protection  ;  but  conclud- 
ed, when  he  got  back,  that  he  had  been  a  fool 
for  his  pains ;  for  when  not  in  the  camp  he  was 
a  great  deal  safer  without  the  royal  protection 
than  with  it. 

I  have  thus  given  some  incidents  in  the  lives 
of  the  early  settlers— enough,  perhaps,  to  give 
the  reader  a  little  insight  into  their  character 
and  the  circumstances  of  their  times.  They 
lived  in  an  exciting  period,  when  important 
questions  were  to  be  decided,  and  great  prin- 
ciples established.  And  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that,  for  the  most  part,  they  were  men  of 
the  right  stamp  for  such  an  era,  We  find  them 
in  all  the  controversies  of  the  times  on  the  right 
side,  and  never  wavering  or  doubtful,  where 
principles  were  concerned.  Especially  on  the 
manhood  of  the  Iveses,  the  Br  .dleys  and  Abra- 
ham Jackson,  Jr.,  there  was  no  discount.  They 
were  all,  as  Mrs.  Benjamin  Bradley  used  to  ex- 
press it.  "  For  God,  tor  Liberty,  and  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants." 

Ezekiel  Miles,  also,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lent 
Ives,  Edmund  Clark,  Ichabod  Goodyear  Clark, 
and  the  Bumpuses,  though  less  prominent  than 
some  others,  were  all  early  settlers  and  good 
citizens,  of  whom  much  might  be  said. 

REPRESENTATIVES  AND  COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

The  town  was  organized,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  March  10,  177S.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  its  representatives  from  that  time. 

Abraham  Jackson  1773,  'SO,  'Si,  '85.  '89.  '90  ; 
Abraham  Ives  17  79,  '83  ;  Pea.  Ebenezer  Mur- 
ray 1782;  Dea.  Nath'l  Ives  1784;  Dea.  Joseph 
Randall  1786,  *88,  '92,  "94  ;  Stephen  Clark  1787  ; 
Thomas  Randall,  1791  ;  Asahel  Jackson  1793: 
William  Fox  1795,  '97-1805,  'uG.  '07,  '08,  '09, 
'il,  '12,  '13,  Lo/IG,  IVIS,  '21;  Doct  Sam'l  L. 
McCluro  1796-8-9-1800-1-2;  Lent  Ives  1803 
-4  ;  Eliakim  II.  Johnson  LS10,  '1 1,  '19,  '20,  '25; 
Doct.  John  Fox  1822,  '23,  '2-4,  '38,  '-10,  '-il,  '-42  ; 


Alexander  Miller  182b*  ;  Amos  Bucklin  1827, 
'28,  *29,  '32,  '38;  Thomas  Hulett  1830,  '31; 
Samuel  M.  Edgerton  1833,  '34,  '43 ;  Howard 
Harris  1836;  Dennis  Hulett  1837,  '39  ;  Hon. 
Harvey  Button  1844-5;  Stephen  Hyde  1847; 
Isaac  B.  Muuson  1848-9;  Robinson  Hall  1*50 
-51;  William  C.'Fox  1S52-3  ;  Edwin  Mar- 
tindale  1855-56 ;  Hon.  Joel  Ainsworth  1857-8 ; 
Nathan  Rounds  1859  -  Joel  Croft  1860-1 ;  Wil- 
liam Kent  1S62-3;  Hon.  David  E.  Nicholson 
1861-5. 

In  1846  and  '54  the  town  sent  no  represent- 
ative. Up  to  the  year  1865  the  town  has  sent 
30  representatives.  The  first  was  Abraham 
Jackson,  the  son  of  the  first  settler  of  the  place. 
It  should  have  been  put  down  Abraham  Jack- 
son,  Jr. ;  and,  because  it  was  not,  many  have 
supposed  that  it  was  Dea.  Abraham  Jackson 
who  was  thus  honored.  Bat  Dea.  Moseley  Hall 
informed  the  writer  that  he  knew  positively, 
that  it  was  the  son  who  represented  the  town, 
and  that  Dea.  Jackson  never  represented  it. 
And  as  he  had  the  means  of  knowing,  there  can 
be  little  reason  for  doubting  his  word.  He  wa3 
elected  to  represent  Wallingford  for  the  last 
time  in  1790.  "Very  soon  after  this  he  turned 
»,is  attention  to  the  settlement  of  lands,  of 
which  -she  was  the  principal  proprietor,  and 
which  from  him  had  been  called  "  Jackson's 
Gore."  These  lands  were  settled  in  1791,  and 
organized  into  a  township,  with  a  portion  of 
Wallingford  and  Ludlow,  Oct.  31,  1792,  under 
the  name  of  Mt.  Holly,  from  which  place  he 
became  representative  for  the  years  1793-4  and 
8.  He  S30U  after  died.  He  represented  Wal- 
lingford six  times.  William  Fox  represented 
it  15  times ;  Doct.  John  Fox  7  times ;  Doct. 
Samuel  L.  McClure  6  times;  Capt.  Eliakim  II. 
Johnson  and  Amos  Bucklin  5  times  each.  Dea, 
Joseph  Randall  4  times  ;  Samuel  L.  Edgerton 
3  times  :  13  have  represented  it  2  years  each, 
and  9  one  year  each. 

HIGH  SHERIFF. 

Abraham  Ives  was  high  sheriff  for  the  years 
1781-2-3-1  and  5. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 
The  following  persons  have  been  members 
of  Constitutional  Conventions:  Asahel  Jaek«onf . 
1791:  Dea.  Joseph  Randall,  1793:  William 
Fox.  1814:  Capt.  Eliakim  H.  Johnson,  1>_'2: 
Amos  Bucklin,  1S-J8:  Mosel-y  Hall,  1836:  Sam- 
uel M.  KdgCTton,  1813:  Hon.  Harvey  Button,. 
1S50:  lion.  David  E.  Nicholson,  1856. 

SENATORS. 

Two  State  senator*  have  been  elected  be- 
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longing  to  this  town  :  Hon.  John  Fox  for  the 
years  1846-7-8  and  9  :  Hon.  David  E.  Nich- 
olson for  the  years  1858  and  '59. 

ASSISTANT  JUDGE. 

Hon.  Joel  ¥.  Ainsworth  held  this  office  dur- 
ing the  years  lSfi-i-o-n"  and  7. 

JUDGES  OF  PROBATE. 

Dea.  Joseph  Randall  was  judge  of  probate 
for  the  years  1805-6-7  and  8.  Hon.  Harvey 
Button  was  elected  judire  of  probate  in  1848, 
and  was  continued  in  office  13  years. 

RAILROAD  COMMISSIONER. 

Hon.  David  E.  Nicholson  was  elected  to  this 
office  in  1865  and  '66— the  last  time  unanim- 
ously. 

EDUCATION. 

Wallingford  Academy  was  chartered  Nov. 
9  1814;  (see  Thompson's  Vermont,  page  143.) 
Of  This  institution  I  have  no  further  knowl- 
edge. It  had  a  name,  and  doubtless  high  ex- 
pectations were  awakened  in  many  minds  in 
consequence;  but  from  some  cause— either  the 
lack  of  funds,  or  because  they  were  unable  to 
obtain  a  sufficiently  conspicuous  tencher,  the 
project  failed,  and  the  sanguine  hopes  enter- 
tained for  its  success  were  of  brief  duration. 

MRS.  HOPKINS'  SCHOOL 

In  1828  Mrs.  Hopkins,  wife  of  Roy.  T.  M. 
Hopkins,  opened  a  school  for  young  ladies, 
which  was  continued  with  success  till  the  close, 
or  near  the  close  of  her  husband's  pastorate  in 
1831. 

SELECT  SCHOOLS. 
In  the  part  of  the  town  known  as  W ailing- 
ford  village  it  has  been  common  for  a  number 
of  years  past  to  have  a  select  school  during  the 
spring  or  fall,  and  often  at  both  seasons.  We 
may  name  among  the  teachers,  Elliot  Reed. 
Phillip  H  Emerson,  Mi33  Therza  Cramton,  af- 
terwards Mrs.  Nichols,  Miss  Mary  Cobb,  Miss 
Fanny  M.  Webster,  Nehemiah  White  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Congden.  Miss  Cobb  and  Miss  Web- 
ster have  since  become  distinguished  teachers. 
COLLEGE  GRADUATES 

The  following  natives  of  Wallingford  have 
been  graduates  of  Colleges :  Daniel  Roberts, 
Nehemiah  White,  William  H.  Button.  Perry  G. 
Parker. — The  following,  not  natives,  have  had 
their  homes  in  W;tllingford  at  the  time  of  their 
graduation:  Stephen  Martindalo,  Cephas  K. 
Martindale,  Aldace  P.  Walker. 

LAWYERS. 

The  following  lawyers  have  practiced  their 
professions  in  town — some  for  a  longer  and 
some  for  a  shorter  period  :  Jonathan  Rough- 
tou,  Abiel  Cbilds,  A.  L.  Miner,  Frederick  Hall, 


Hon.  David  E.  Nicholson, — now  in  Rutland, 
between  the  years  1844  and  1867.  Hon.  Har- 
vey Button  opened  his  office  here  in  June,  1826, 
and  has  continued  his  practice  to  the  present 
time,  and  is  now  the  sole  occupant  of  the  field. 

The  following  natives  of  the  place  have  en- 
tered the  legal  profession  :  Hon.  Daniel  Rob- 
erts, Burlington,  Yt.:  William  H.  Button,  Esq. 
East  Saginnaw,  Mich. :  Amasa  Bishop,  Esq., 
California :  Phillip  Emerson,  Battle  Creek, 
Mich. :  Oscar  F  Bumpus,  admitted  to  the  bar  1 
but  not  in  practice.  Persons  not  natives,  but 
whose  homes  were  here :  Stephen  Martindale, 
Esq.,  Benson.  Vt.,  not  in  practice  :  Aldace  F. 
Walker,  Esq.,  New  Tork  city. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  physicians  who 
have  practised  in  Wallingford,  but  are  now  de- 
ceased :  Doets.  Samuel  L.  McClure,  Silas  Ham- 
ilton, John  Fox,  Augustus  Mulford,  Joseph  Ran- 
dall, Jr.,  Nathaniel  Ives,  Samuel  Griswold, 
Herman  Shaw  and  David  Holden.  Of  these, 
Doct.  McClure  was  a  man  of  some  note,  and 
represented  the  town  six  times.  Doct.  Fox 
studied  with  Doct.  Hamilton,  and  was  accust- 
omed to  speak  favorably  of  his  abilities.  Doct. 
Nathaniel  Ives  was  the  son  of  Lent  Ives,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  place.  Doct.  Shaw 
was  the  sou  of  Mr.  Ichabod  Shaw,  and  was  a 
native  of  the  town.  He  was  an  excellent  man, 
a  Christian  in  heart  and  life,  and  died  much 
lamented  at  Weston,  Vt  Doct.  Holden's  death 
is  recent,  and  he  will  be  remembered  by  all  as 
a  kind,  intelligent  and  praiseworthy  citizen.  On 
account  of  lameness  during  the  last  part  of  his 
life,  he  was  not  able  to  engage  in  extensive 
practice.  During  these  years  he  held  the  office 
of  town  clerk.  He  was  an  earnest  religious 
man,  and  a  Methodist  by  profession. 

The  following  have  practised  or  are  practis- 
ing their  professions  in  Wallingford :  Ducts. 
William  C.  Fox,*  Georpre  H.  Fox,* — now  in 
Rutland — K.  0.  Eddy,*  E-  0.  Whipple,  John  E. 
Hitt,  George  M.  Noble,  Joel  Grover,*  David 
H.  Meecham,*  S.  D.  Hazens.  W.  S.  Cheney. 

The  following  studied  their  profession  in 
towu,  but  for  the  most  part  practised  elsewhere. 
Docts.  Hinman  Griswold — now  in  Marshall, 
Mich. — Samuel  Griswold,  Jr.,  West  Rutland, 
Vt.,  Darius  Shaw,  Lewistown,  X  Y..  S.  S.  Clem- 
ens, Manchester,  Yt.,  Lyman  Rogers.  Shaftsbu- 
ry,  Yt.,  William  E.  Steward,  East  Dorset,  Yt., 
Cephas  K.  Martindale,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 

|     *  The  names  with  an  asterick  (*)  are  those  of  uativea 
of  the  i>liico. 
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not  in  practice,  Ephraim  G.  Hulett,*  "Walling- 
ford,  Vt.,  not  in  pracLice. 

FORK  FACTORY  OF  BATCHELLER  £  SONS. 

The  Fork  manufacture,  under  the  firm  name 
of  "  Batcheller  &  Sous,"  is  the  most  extensive 
business  in  Wallingfbrd.  The  company  was 
formed  in  1846,  and  its  operations  have  been 
attended  with  abundant  success.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  their  business  was  carried  on  in 
their  stone  shop  on  Main  Street.  But  that  at 
length  proving  too  small  for  them,  they  now 
have  extensive  works  on  the  main  water-power 
on  the  Otter  Creek ;  where,  with  greatly  im- 
proved machinery,  and  increased  facilities  for 
manufacture,  they  employ  about  40  hauds. 

No  articles  of  the  kind  can  be  finer  than 
thpir  forks.  They  combine  the  two  requisite 
qualities  of  lightness  and  strength  in  a  degree 
unsurpassed ;  and  their  excellence  is  also 
abundantly  attested  from  the  fact  that  wherev- 
er they  have  been  exhibited,  they  have  carried 
off  the  highest  medals,  both  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 
WILLIAM  FOX,  ESQ., 

Was  born  in  "Woodstock,  Ct.,  and  quite  early 
became  a  settler  in  the  town  of  Tin  mouth, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  energies,  which  were 
always  bent  in  the  direction  of  his  country's 
good.  In  the  war  of  the  Revolution  be  was 
one  of  the  number  of  those  who  were  ready  to 

"  Strike  for  their  altars  and  their  fires," 
and  who  therefore  shouldered  his  musket  in  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  the  newly  organized 
nation.  Concerning  the  length  of  time  that 
he  was  in  the  war,  I  have  no  information.  He 
probably  came  to  Wallingford  about  the  year 
1790,  where  he  subsequently  became  one  of 
its  most  distinguished  citizens.  The  fnct  that 
he  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  15  years 
ki  the  Legislature — more  than  double  the  times 
that  any  one  else  ever  represented  it — is  suffi- 
cient prof  of  his  popularity.  He  was  elected 
for  the  first  time  in  1795,  and  for  the  last  in 
1821.  He  was  a  farmer  by  profession,  and  a 
man  of  quick  wit  and  varied  intelligence.  He 
died  Feb.  17,  1822. 

DOCT.  JOHX  FOX 

"Was  the  son  of  William  Fox,  Esq.,  and  was 
born  in  Tinmouth  in  the  year  1782.  He  did 
not,  however,  long  remain  there,  but  came  with 
his  parents  to  "Wallingford  to  reside,  while  yet 
a  child.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
bo  early  that  he  was  fitted  to  enter  upon  it  as 


a  profession  in  1803.  His  studies  were  persu- 
ed  with  Doct.  Hamilton,  then  a  physician  in 
"Wallingford,  and  Doct.  Porter  of  Rutland.  Hia 
diploma  wa3  received  from  an  association  of 
physicians,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  times, 
there  being  thon  no  medical  institution  in  the 
State.  Subsequently,  when  the  Medical  Col- 
lege was  established  at  Castleton,  he  received 
a  degree  from  that  institution. 

He  commenced  his  practice  in  Tinmouth.— 
This  was  probably  owing  to  an  agreement 
which  he  entered  into  with  Doct.  Hamilton, 
that  he  would  not  practise  medicine  in  Wal- 
lingford  under  3  years  after  ho  should  complete 
his  profession :  but  this  agreement  being  ful- 
filled, he  immediately  returned  here  and  com- 
menced practice,  which  he  continued  up  to  the 
last  week  of  his  life. 

As  a  medical  practitioner  Doct.  Fox  early 
gained,  and  ever  afterwards  retained  the  full 
confidence  of  the  community.  He  was  regard- 
ed as  particulary  skilful  in  surgical  opera- 
tions: but  so  eminent  did  he  become,  in  all 
branches  of  his  profession,  that  his  services 
were  frequently  sought  for  in  extreme  cases,  20 
or  30  miles  away. 

The  prevalence  of  what  was  called  the  "  Ep- 
idemic Fever,"  in  1813,  made  that  year  the 
most  trying  one  iu  his  professional  career.  This 
was  a  fever  which  at  first  broke  out  in  the  ar- 
my, and  which  subsequently  spread  through 
different  sections  of  the  State.  It  is  related  of 
him  that  he  was  often  so  fatigued  by  his  labors 
at  this  period,  that  he  would  go  to  sleep  while 
standing;  for  it  never  was  his  habit  to  spare 
himself  when  others,  on  account  of  their  suf- 
ferings, required  his  services. 

But  the  subject  of  this  sketch  did  not  serve 
the  public  in  his  profession  only,  but  was  also 
employed  much  in  political  life.  He  for  7  yeara 
represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature — a 
greater  number  of  times  than  any  other  indi- 
vidual, except  his  honored  father.  He  was 
also  elected  to  the  office  of  State  senator  for  the 
years  1 S4G— 7— S  and  9. 

Doct.  Fox.  soon  after  engaging  in  practice 
in  Wallingford,  married  Miss  Mary  Crary,  who 
is  still  living  and  much  respected.  Of  the 
children,  Mary  and  Hattie,  both  sweet  and 
beautiful  girls  of  much  promise,  died  early. 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Martindale,  Esq., 
resides  in  the  homestead.  Doctors  William  C. 
and  George  H.  have  obtained  an  extensive 
practice  in  the  profession  of  their  father,  and 
John  is  in  business  in  New  York.    Doct.  For 
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died  in  June,  1S53,  after  an  illness  of  about  a 
Week,  aged  68  years. 

DOCT.  JOSEPH  RANDALL,  JR., 

"Was  the  son  of  Dea.  Joseph  Randall,  one  of 
the  most  respected  of  the  early  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Waliingford  Aug.  31,  1794.  He 
rtndied  medicine  with  Doctor  John  Fox — at- 
tending, in  connection,  the  courses  of  lectures 
at  the  Medical  College  in  New  Haven,  Ct.  He 
commenced  to  practise  in  IS  16,  when  only  22 
years  of  age.  His  services  were  soon  very  ex- 
tensively in  demand,  and  continued  to  be  so 
till  his  death,  Nov.  30,  lt<34.  He  married 
Maria  Robbins  Oct.  IS,  1818,  and  had  children 
— 1st,  Aurora,  who  m.  Isaac  Gale  Batcheller; 
2nd,  Lucretia,  who  m.  Frank  Miller,  and  3d, 
Joseph,  who  is  unmarried.  Doct.  Randall  was 
a  most  exemplary  Christian  man. 

LYMAN  BATCHELLFR,  JR., 

Was  born  at  Stratton,  Vt.,  March  30,  1795; 
married  Miss  Anna  Gale  April  11,  131b' ;  mov- 
ed to  Waliingford  in  April,  1835;  went  into 
the  fork  business  with  Isaac  G.,  John  C.  and 
Lyman  Batcheller,  Jr.,  in  1848,  in  which  he 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Batcheller  was  characterized  by  fairness, 
honesty,  integrity  and  fidelity  in  all  his  busi- 
ness transactions.  His  word  was  esteemed  as 
good  as  a  bond  with  two  witnesses.  No  one 
ever  thought  of  doubting  it,  simply  because  he 
gave  no  one  cause  to  doubt  it.  In  politics  he 
was  thoroughly  Anti-Slavery.  In  his  religious 
principles  he  was  a  Calvanistic  Baptist,  though 
not  a  member  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Batcheller  was  a  great  benefit  to  Wal- 
lingford,  both  as  the  in^titutor  of  its  most  ex- 
tensive branch  of  business,  and  as  a  citizen  ; 
and  if  merit  entitles  to  respect,  few  have  been 
deserving  of  more. 

SOLOMON  MILLER 

"Was  born  in  1731,  and  married  Desire  Smith 
in  1756.  He  came  into  town  early  in  its  hrs- 
tory.  The  first  frame  house  was  built  hy  him, 
a  part  of  which,  in  connection  with  the  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  William  WaMo,  is  still  stand- 
ing. In  addition  to  farming  he  carried  on  the 
business  of  tanning  and  shoe-making.  He 
died  in  1S07. 

ALEXANDER  MILLER, 

The  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in  1776,  and 
died  in  1844.  His  wife  was  Lucretia  Robbins, 
whom  he  married  in  ISO".  He  built  a  forge 
aud  blacksmith's  shop  on  1 1 >o  spot  whero  the 
stone-shop  of  the  firm  of  "  Batcheller  &  Sons'' 
now  stands,  on  Main  Street,  where  he  carried 
on,  to  a  considerable  extent,  tho  manufacture 


of  hoes,  axes,  nails,  &c.  He  gave  to  the  Con- 
gregational society  the  ground  for  their  meet- 
inghouse, and  left  to  them  a  legacy  in  land  for 
the  support  of  preaching,  which  was  af:or- 
wards  sold  for  $  1050,  He  also  left  to  the 
church  $  300,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  Sabbath-scLc--! 
bocks,  and  in  teaching  children  to  sing. 

Squire  Miller — as  he  used  to  be  familiarly 
called,  stood  among  the  best  citizens  of  the 
town  in  his  time,  and  his  wife — to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  Mrs.  Chatterton — "'was  first  and  fore- 
most where  there  was  any  good  to  be  lione.* 

Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  17S4,  and  died  m 
1839. 

SAMUEL  TOW>-SEXD 

Spent  his  early  life  in  Hancock,  Mass.,  and 
moved  to  Waliingford  in  1809.  He  left  a  leg- 
acy of  $  200,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be 
paid  for  the  support  of  Sabbath-schools  in  tha 
village ;  also,  $  200  for  the  Congregational, 
Baptist  and  Methodist  Home  Missionary  So- 
cities. 

He  died  in  1859,  aged  924;  years 

I>EA.  MOSELET  HALL 

Was  born  in  Waliingford,  Ct.,  March  15.  1772. 
He  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Hall,  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  the  township.  He  came  to 
Waliingford  to  reside  in  1792,  then  20  years  of 
age.  The  town  at  that  time  contained  abont 
550  inhabitants.  He  located  about  half  way  be- 
tween  where  now  stand  the  villages  of  Wal- 
iingford and  South  Waliingford,  near  which 
soot  he  spent  his  life.  March  12,  1795,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Edgerton,  a  most  excellent  woman, 
as  will  be  testified  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Deacon  Hall  united  with  the  Congregational 
church  in  1798 — the  year  that  the  frame  of  ti  e 
first  meetinghouse  was  put  up.  At  what  time 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  enroot 
now  be  ascertained.  Nathaniel  Ives  was  the 
first  deacon,  and  Deacon  Hall  was  the  second : 
but  I  know  not  whether  he  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Mr.  Ives,  or  as  his  associate. 

No  description  can  convey  to  others  his  cha-- 
acter  as  it  was  understood  by  those  who  knew 
him  best.  He  was  himself  and  nobody  else. 
He  was  active  and  self-reliant,  and  as  dec  led 
as  one  of  the  old  Turitans,  He  never  d  •:  :- 
ed  the  correctness  of  his  judgment,  and  rr  i  re- 
fore  never  wavered  nor  vacillated.  His  mind 
was  very  soon  made  up,  and  then  whatever 
was  opposed  to  his  decision  must  yield  or  br>-ak. 
Convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  what  he  was 
about;  to  undertake,  he  did  ti«>t  stop  to  parlor, 
or  make  compromises  with  ihoao  who  DQ  -  -C 
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hold  opposite  opinions,  or  who  chose  to  pur- 
sue a  contrary  course.  Indeed,  he  did  not 
then  think  that  any  body  had  any  business  to 
meddle  with  his  course,  or  throw  any  obstacles 
in  his  way. 

It  is  sometimes. said  that  there  are  two  kinds 
of  ri  ligion  :  the  religion  of  emotion  and  the 
religion  of  principle.  He  had  both.  He  felt 
deeply  and  acted  firmly.  He  loved  his  duties,  I  undoubtedly  would  not  have  been  built  at  the 
and  discharged  them  faithfully — always  being  i  time  it  was,  had  it  not  been  for  him.  At  the 
at  the  required  spot  at  the  appointed  time,  j  time  of  the  projection  of  this  road  peopl-  Lad 
No  one  ever  knew  him  to  be  tardy  or  behind-  J  not  had  the  experience  in  railroad-building  that 


memory  fragraut  with  good  deeds,  and  worthv 
to  be  cherished. 

The  familiar  title  of  "General,''  by  which  he 
was  called,  arose  from  his  having  held  that  of- 
fice in  the  Vermont  militia. 

The  great  work  of  his  life,  and  that  on  which 
he  prided  himself  most,  was  his  projection  of 
the  Western  Vermont  Railroad — a  road  which 


hand  in  any  thing.  Whatever  belonged  to  him 
to  do  he  was  ready  10  do  and  did  do,  according 
to  bis  ability. 

He  was  a  determined  Congregationalist,  and 
some  thought  him  very  set  in  his  religious 


they  since  have  had,  and  not  a  few  supposed 
that  it  could  be  otherwise  than  a  profitable  in- 
vestment It  however  proved  to  him  directly 
the  contrary.  For  borrowing  money  as  a  di- 
rector, for  which  he  gave  his  0'>vn  personal  se- 


yiews.    Alluding  to  this  on  a  certain  occasion,  security:  he  in  the  end  became  involved,  and 


"Some  (said  he)  think  me  a  very  set  man  in 
my  religion;  but  I  have  helped  to  build  all  the 
meetinghouses  but  one  in  town.  When  the 
first  meetinghouse  was  built,  I  helped  build 
that:  when  the  house  on  the  hill  was  built,  I 
gave  a  hundred  dollars  towards  that.  Also, 
when  the  house  of  South  Wallingford  was  built, 
I  gave  a  hundred  dollars  towards  that.  Now, 
if  that  is  being  set,  I  wish  that  some  others 
were  more  set  than  they  are." 

His  influence  was  extensively  felt,  not  only 
in  the  church,  but  through  the  town.  All  chi- 
canery and  dishonesty,  and  whatever  was  pro- 
ductive of  disorder,  met  his  decided  opposi- 
tion and  rebuke.  Like  St.  Paul,  when  roused 
by  the  course  or  acts  of  the  wicked,  he  was 
accustomed  to  use  great  plainness  of  speech. 
No  man  ever  knew  him  on  the  fence,  where 
principles  were  concerned.  He  therefore  some- 
times got  enemies.  He  had  enough  at  least  to 
secure  him  from  the  woe  denounced  upon  those 
of  whom  all  men  speak  well.  On  the  whole, 
he  acted  well  his  part  in  life — preserving  his 
own  individuality,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  the 
hearty  commendation  of  the  good, 
in  1861. 


lost  the  greater  part  of  his  property.  Peopl 
deeply  sympathized  with  him,  but  their  sympa- 
thy could  not  restore  him  his  lost  dollars.  He 
was  often,  however,  heard  to  say  that  he  would 
not  have  his  money  back,  if  the  public  thereby 
was  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  road. 

MRS.  MELINDA  CHATTERTOX 

Is  still  living;  but  from  her  great  age,  arid 
the  circumstances  of  her  life,  it  is  deemed  ap- 
propriate that  she  should  have  a  place  in  this 
record.  She  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Ct.,  March 
19,  1772,  and  was  just  4  days  younger  than 
Dea.  Moseley  Hall.  Her  life,  therefore,  com- 
menced a  little  over  a  year  before  the  settle- 
ment of  the  place,  and  should  she  continue  to 
live  till  March  next  (1867)  sho  would  be  97 
years  of  age. 

When  her  father,  Nathaniel  Ives,  who  wa3 
afterwards  the  first  deacon  of  the  Congregation- 
al church,  came  to  Wallingford  to  settle,  she 
was  in  her  seventh  year,  and  such  was  the  re- 
tentiveness  of  her  memory,  that  she  retained  a 
vived  recollection,  till  past  the  acre  ot  90.  of 
the  situation  and  condition  of  things  at  that 
The  house  where  she  first  lived  was 


GEN\  ROBINSON  IIALL, 

The  son  of  Doa.  Moseley  and  Mrs.  Mary  Hall, 
was  born  Nov.  15,  1797,  and  died  March  30, 
1861.  He  was  an  only  son,  though  not  an  only 
child:  he  had  one  sistur,  Phebe,  who  married 
Mr.  Samuel  Townsend  ;  but  who  died  not  long 
after  her  marriage,  lie  was  mild  ami  concili- 
atory, and  neither  in  person  nor  manners  bore 
much  resemblance  to  his  father. 

His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Munson,  who,  en- 


He  died  | time- 

tiear  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  house  of 

Mrs.  Randall.    It  was  only  a  log-cabin,  as  ail 

the  houses  of  the  settlement  then  were.  It 

had  a  chimney  in  it,  but  it  had  no  hearth — and 

it  had  no  door  until  sometime  after  they  moved 

into  it.     For  a  door  they  used  to  hang  up  a 

coverlet,  until  it  became  convenient  to  pet  one. 

There  had  but  few  settlers  come  in  when  her 

father  came  to  Wallingford.     Their  nearest 

neighbors  on  the  south  wero  Mr.  Benjamin 

Bradley  and  family,  a  little  beyond  the  prea  Bl 

cemetery:    and  there  were  none  on  the  uor'h 


deared  to  many  hearts,  died  iu  1851,  leaving  a  nearer  thau  the  Meacham  place,  then  OCi  l|  - 
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by  Abraham  Ives.  There  was  no  bridge  across 
Roariug  Brook:  when  they  crossed  it  they 
had  to  go  on  logs,  one  side  of  which  was  cut 
off  and  made  flat  so  that  they  could  walk  on 
them  better.  The  brook  was  more  of  a  stream 
than  it  is  now,  and  there  were  fish  in  it  in 
great  abundance:  and,  down  on  the  Creek 
the  mink,  muskrat  and  beaver  were  in  great 
plenty. 

For  some  time  after  they  came  to  Wallingford 
deer  were  found  in  considerable  numbers  in 
the  forest ;  and  now  and  then  she  would  get 
sight  of  a  bear  or  a  mooso — and  almost  every 
night,  too,  they  used  to  hear  the  howling  of 
wolves,  and  cries  of  other  wild  animals  not  far 
away.  They  used  most  to  frequent  the  thick 
forest  down  by  the  Creek,  and  the  woods  on 
the  other  side.  At  first,  being  a  little  timid, 
these  sounds  frightened  her;  but  getting  ac- 
customed to  them  after  a  wliile,  she  minded 
nothing  about  them. 

Speaking  of  the  condition  of  thing3  in  her 
childhood:  "  Every  thing  (said  she)  has  chang- 
ed from  what  it  was  then.  Even  the  birds — 
many  of  them — are  not  the  same  as  they  used 
to  be.  When  I  came  here  we  had  the  hawk, 
and  the  owl,  and  the  blue  jay,  and  the  par- 
tridge, and  the  woodpecker  and  wild  pigeon, 
and  the  wild  duck,  and  the  snipe;  but  we  nev- 
er used  to  hear  the  lark,  and  there  were  but 
few  robbins  and  blue  birds  and  swallows  and 
orioles  and  bobolinks.  When  I  want  to  realize 
how  old  I  am,  I  let  memory  take  a  journey 
back  to  the  doorless  and  hearthless  log-house 
by  the  Roaring  Brook." 

There  was  no  store  in  town  when  her  father 
moved  into  it.  One  was  kept  subsequently  by 
Abraham  Ives.  For  several  years,  if  they 
wanted  any  iron  they  had  to  go  to  Ticonde- 
roga  for  it.  They  made  their  own  sugar, 
and  most  of  their  cloth.  They  thought  it  a 
great  thing  to  have  garments  not  of  home 
manufacture.  Mrs.  Abraham  Ives  had  a  calico 
dress  which  cost  $  15  ;  Mrs.  Abraham  Jackson 
also  had  one.  They  were  both  of  them  very 
much  admired. 

It  was  thought  Mrs.  C.  experienced  religion 
when  she  was  9  years  old.  She  united  with 
the  Congregational  church  under  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  Osborn,  of  which  she  has  ever  since 
continued  to  be  a  very  exemplary  member. 

She  was  first  married  to  Simeon  White  in 
April,  just  after  she  was  'JO  years  old.  I  Tor 
second  husband  was  Mr.  Wait  Chaiterton — 
whence  her  present  name.  She  has  had  7 
c'uildreu.    For  many  years  he?  homo  has  been 


-with  her  daughter,  Miss  Rhoda  White,  in  whose 
pleasant  cottage  the  writer  of  this  has  spent 
many  pleasant  hours  in  gathering  up  the  histo- 
ry of  the  past  of  Wallingford,  and  in  listening 
to  the  ripe  Christian  experience  of  her  who 
has  received  so  much  of  her  daily  care. 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  the  length  of  a  life 
which  had  its  commencement  while  as  yet  the 
primeval  forest  was  here  still  unbroken.  Yet 
over  all  this  period  the  life  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  extended.  Who  will  not  say 
of  this  estimable  woman,  whose  life  has  spread 
over  so  long  a  period — 

"  Serus  in  coelo  redeas." 

The  writer  of  this  sketch  had  proceeded  thus 
far,  when  the  intelligence  reached  him  that  on 
the  26th  of  January,  (1867).  the  subject  of  it 
had  received  her  summons  to  pass  over  tlve  riv- 
er. So,  dear  Mother  in  Israel,  we  cannot  look 
upon  thee  again,  but  must  say — farewell. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  following  history  of  the  Baptist  Church 
is  an  abridgment  of  a  discourse  delivered  by 
Rev.  Simeon  L.  Elliott  to  that  church,  in  the 
year  1855.  The  facts  it  embraces  were  drawn 
from  the  church  records  and  other  reliable 
sources. 

"This  church  was  organized  Feb.  10,  1780. 
It  was  small  at  first;  consisting  only  of  22 
brethren  and.  sisters  in  Wallingford  and  Clar- 
endon. This  little  band  was  organized  in  Wal- 
lingford, at  the  house  of  Titus  Andrews,  and 
was  the  first  church  constituted  in  the  town. 

It  cannot  now  be  ascertained  who  were  the 
original  members,  because  they  are  not  put 
down  separate  from  those  who  joined  after- 
wards.  The  church  at  its  organization  adopted 
15  articles  of  faith,  and  elected  the  day  it  was 
formed  Ebenezer  Murray  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
In  the  following  April  Joseph  Randall  was  aiso 
elected  to  the  same  office,  which  he  held  till  his 
death  in  1836.  The  same  individual  also  act- 
ed as  church  clerk  till  Aug.  31,  1834;  being 
church  clerk  54,  and  deacon  56  years. 

During  the  first  40  years  of  the  existence  of 
I  the  church,  intemperance  was  an  offence  of 
I  frequent  occurrence.     The  first  exclusion  for 
I  this  offence  took  place  in  March,  1781;  and, 
from  that  period  onward,  till  1820,  the  number 
excluded,  compared  with  the  whole  number  of 
members,  was  fearfully  largo.     The  greatest 
:  number  of  exclusions  seem  to  have  taken  place 
1  between  the  years  1 800  and  1810.    Since  1820 
they  have  been  proportionably  few.   The  whole 
l  number  of  members,  before  the  year  1855,  that 
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had  been  connected  with  the  church,  was  about 
600.  Of  these  about  100  are  reported  as  ex- 
cluded: and,  as  nearly  all  these  exclusions 
took  place  before  the  temperance  reformation, 
we  may  see  the  intimate  connection  between 
temperance  and  religion,  and  how  they  recip- 
rocally sustaiu  each  other. 

About  3  years  after  the  formation  of  the 
church,  Elder  Rich,  who  was  officiating  pastor, 
proposed  a  new  plan  of  church  policy,  and 
drew  off  with  him  Deacon  Murray  and  two 
others.  They  were  not,  however,  able  to  dis- 
turb the  body  of  the  church,  who  kept  along 
together,  and  continued  to  sustaiu  their  regu- 
lar meetings.  In  June,  1786,  much  to  their 
credit,  Deacon  Murray  and  one  of  the  other  se- 
ceding members,  confessed  their  faults,  and 
were  received  again  to  their  places  in  the 
church. 

In  looking  for  the  number  of  members  of  the 
church  in  1786,  we  find  that  it  was  44 :  it  had, 
therefore,  doubled  in  6  years — which  was  cer- 
tainly good  progress,  considering  the  difficulties 
it  had  experienced. 

After  Elder  Rich  had  discontinued  his  min- 
istrations, they  did  not  have  regular  preaching 
again  till  1787,  when  they  gave  a  call  to  Henry 
G-reen  to  come  and  preach  with  a  view  to  set- 
tlement. He  commenced  preaching  March  8th, 
aad  was  ordained  by  a  council  called  for  that 
purpose,  October  3d,  of  the  same  year.  Elder 
Amos  Burrows,  then  of  Shaftsbury,  preached 
the  sermon  from  Matt.  28 — 19,  20. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Elder  Green, 
the  church  began  to  feel  the  serious  inconven- 
ience cf  having  no  regular  house  of  worship. 
Dwelh'Bg-houses  and  barns — alternating  from 
OHe  to  another — were  occupied,  but  they  did 
not  answer  the  desired  purpose :  but  how  to 
unite  the  minds  of  the  church  on  the  subject 
of  a  location  seemed  a  difficult  question.  The 
members  were  scattered  over  a  wide  extent — 
not  only  living  in  extreme  parts  of  the  town, 
but!  also  in  Tinmouth,  Jackson's  Gore  and  Clar- 
endon. A  meeting-house,  therefore,  so  located 
as  to  accommodate  one  section  of  the  church 
would  not  be  convenient  for  other  sections. 
So  situated,  and  not  being  able  to  agree  among 
themselves,  they  finally,  after  a  number  of 
years,  concluded  to  call  a  council  to  advise  them 
on  the  subject.  This  council  mot  May  7,  1795  ; 
and,  after  consultation,  fixed  the  location  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road,  against  where  the 
road  coming  from  Tinmouth  intersects  with  the 
main  road,  on  land  then  owned  by  Thomas 
Miller.    This  deeisiou  not  producing  satisfac- 


tion, another  location  was  fixed  upon.  The 
brethren  in  East  Clarendon  being  still  dissatis- 
fied, requested  to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  church 
— which  was  finally  granted.  May  30,  1798; 
at  which  time  10  brethren  and  7  sisters  were 
i  formed  into  a  separate  church. 

After  this  separation  from  these  dissatisfied 
brethren,  the  church  concluded  to  unite  in 
building  a  meeting-house  with  the  Congrega- 
tionalists.  The  spot  selected  was  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road,  and  near  the  place  where  the 
barn  of  P.  G.  Clark,  Esq.,  now  stands.  [Tho 
church  thus  united,  immediately  commenced 
to  carry  out  their  plan,  and  erected  the  frama 
of  their  house  the  following  sui+w-ner.  It  was 
not  covered,  however,  till  the  year  after,  and 
was  not  finished,  so  as  to  be  occupied  for  wor- 
ship, till  the  summer  of  1S00.] 

After  the  settlement  of  Elder  Green,  the 
church  had  a  good  degree  of  prosperity,  and 
was  blessed  with  a  steady  increase.  In  1790 
its  number  was  62  ;  in  1791,  74;  in  1792,  8;5; 
in  1794,  88;  in  1795,  89.  TJp  to  this  period 
there  was  no  revival,  but  additions  by  letter 
and  professions,  one,  two,  three  and  four  at  a 
time.  But,  in  1798,  there  were  more  fre- 
quent conversions.  From  December  of  that 
year  to  February,  1800,  there  were  baptisms 
nearly  every  month,  and  41  in  addition  to  these 
who  joined  by  le  ter,  were  added  to  the  church. 
After  this  a  period  elapsed,  with  occasional  con- 
versions, when,  in  1804,  the  grea<e.-t  revival 
occurred  which  has  ever  been  enjoyed  by  the 
church-— 114  were  brought  wio  it  by  profession 
in  6  months.  A  part  of  this  time  there  wero 
baptisms  every  week.  It  was  a  period  in  which 
the  people  seemed  to  feel  the  imminent  import- 
ance and  necessity  of  attending  to  their  spirit- 
ual interests. 

This  was  the  last  great  revival  that  occurred 
under  the  labors  of  Elder  Green.  The  number 
connected  with  the  church  at  this  time  was 
probably  over  200  But  though  its  numbers 
were  greatly  increased,  wo  have  little  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  permanently  made  more 
efficient :  for  the  very  next  year  (September, 
1803),  we  find  the  pastor  asking  a  dismission 
on  account  of  inadequacy  of  support.  But  tho 
church  meeting  his  exigency  with  the  promise 
of  an  increased  salary,  he  waived  his  request 
I  for  the  time.  But  tho  pledge*  of  tho  church 
I  not  being  fulfilled  ho  asked  permission  the 
i  next  year  to  preach  at  West.  Clarendon  one- 
fourth  of  the  time;  and  on  the  30th  ol  Janua- 
ry he  renewed  1  i  is  request  for  dismission,  which 
was  finally  granted.    Tho  reasons  are  not  def- 
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initely  stated,  but  from  the  general  tenor  of  the 
record,  inadequacy  of  salary  was  undoubtedly 
cue  of  the  principal  causes.  Could  this  have 
been  remedied,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
he  would  have  remained,  and  have  continued 
to  be  a  blessing  by  his  influence  and  labors. 

"When  he  came  to  Wallingford,  Elder  Green 
was  about  27  or  28  years  of  age.  H«  there- 
fore gave  to  this  church  his  most  vigorous 
years.  That  he  was  a  good  man,  I  do  not 
know  that  any  one  ever  had  any  wish  to  dis- 
pute :  that  he  was  successful  as  a  pastor  I  am 
certain  none  will  deny.  After  he  left  Walling- 
ford  he  preached  some  years  in  Cornwall:  but 
bis  last  days  were  spent  at  Parishville,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  in  1848  or  9,  aged  S3. 

[If  I  may  here  interpolate  a  paragraph,  I 
will  say.  that  I  think  Mr.  Elliott  was  in  error 
in  assigning  Cornwall  as  the  place  of  Elder 
Green's  labors,  after  leaving  Wallingford.  It 
was  Elder  Nathan  Green,  instead  of  Henry 
Green,  who  preached  to  the  church  in  West 
Cornwall.  I  find  the  name  of  Elder  H.  Green 
among  the  Baptist  ministers  of  Shoreham,  Vt , 
and  the  following  comment  connected  with  it: 
"  Among  the  Baptist  ministers  who  have 
preached  in  town  were  several  eminent  for 
ability  and  usefulness.  Elder  H.  Green  was  a 
man  of  strong  native  powers  of  mind,  energy 
of  character,  and  commanding  eloquence — a 
very  efficient  preacher.  He  went  to  Malone, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have  died  many 
years  since."  [See  Vermont  Historical  Maga- 
zine, Vol.  I.,  page  96.] 

Soon  after  the  great  revival,  a  church  was 
constituted  in  Mount  Holly  from  members  of 
the  church  in  Wallingford  residing  in  that  town. 
The  Council  for  its  organization  met  Sept.  6, 
1804,  and  10  brethren  and  13  sisters  were  dis- 
missed to  form  it.  This  was  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  Mt.  Holly. 

Ten  years  elapsed  after  the  dismission  of  El- 
der Green  before  the  church  secured  the  serv- 
ices of  another  pa«tor.  During  this  long,  dark 
period  the  meetings  were  conducted,  by  the  vote 
of  the  church,  by  Dea.  Randall,  with  only  oc- 
casional preaching  by  neighboring  ministers. 
This  excellent  church  officer  was  a  most  exem- 
plary and  devoted  man.  one  who,  with  all  faith- 
fulness, according  to  his  ability,  discharged  his 
duties.  But  not  holding  the  position,  it  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  he  should  exercise  the 
influence  of  a  pastor.  Matters  in  the  church, 
therefore,  soon  got  into  a  very  bad  way.  Many 
grew  lukewarm — some  were  carelesn,  and  some 
foil  into  the  snare  of  the  devil,  and  were  ex- 


cluded. A  preacher  by  the  name  of  Lobdell 
led  away  a  few,  while  the  church  was  weaken- 
ed still  more  by  the  emigration  of  many  mem- 
bers to  the  West.  Added  to  these  evils,  they 
began  to  find  fault  with  Dea.  Randall.  Hav- 
ing in  consequence  of  their  religious  declension 
very  little  sympathy  with  that  godly  man,  they 
complained  that  they  were  not  edified  by  the 
improvement  of  his  gifts,  and  instead  of  listen- 
ing to  his  instructions  aud  exhortations,  insti- 
tuted the  practice  of  having  sermons  read  on 
the  Sabbath. 

But  now  another  trouble  arose.  It  was  in 
the  time  of  the  last  war  with  Englaud  in  1812. 
Some  of  the  members  joined  the  "  Washington 
Benevolent  Society,"  [a  political  organization 
got  up  to  subserve  the  ends  of  the  Federalists.] 
The  matter  was  carried  into  the  church,  and, 
amid  much  excitement,  hard  words  were  spok- 
en, and  strong  ground  taken.  Some  were  for 
turning  every  Federalist  out  of  the  church  : 
but  after  talking  the  subject  over,  and  allow- 
ing time  for  their  tempers  to  cool,  the  mat- 
ter wa3  adjusted  much  to  their  general  satis- 
faction. 

The  church,  in  1S14,  made  an  effort  to  ob- 
tain a  pastor,  which  was  not  successful ;  and 
things  went  on  very  much  as  before,  till  1817, 
when  they  secured  the  serviees  of  Sedgwick 
Rice,  a  licenciate  from  Connesticut,  who  was 
with  them  2  years — receiving  a  salary  of  $  100 
a  year. 

During  Mr.  Rice's  pastorate,  the  subject  of 
building  a  meeting-house  in  the  village  was  ag- 
itated; but  nothing  was  definitely  decided  up- 
on it.  After  he  left,  the  meetings  under  the 
lead  of  Deacons  Randall  and  Moon  were  snll 
kept  up  till  in  November,  1821,  they  secured 
the  services  of  Bro.  Leman  Andrews.  The 
church  gave  him  a  call  May  4,  1822,  and  he 
was  ordained  by  a  council  composed  of  the 
churches  of  Mt.  Holly,  Ludlow,  Chester,  Bran- 
don, Cornwall,  Whiting,  Middletown  and  Poult- 
ney.  on  the  19th  of  June  following.  He  con- 
tinued with  the  church  about  three  years. 

Another  year  of  destitution  followed — when, 
in  May,  1S26.  Gibbon  Williams  came  to  preach. 
The  church  gave  him  a  call  on  the  following 
July;  but  he  did  not  accept  it  in  time  to  bo 
ordained  before  the  2M  of  May,  lvJ7.  Ho 
remained  with  them  al>out  two  years  in  all. 
The  present  Baptist  meeting-house  was  built 
while  he  was  with  them,  at  an  exin-nse  of  $8 70. 
The  subscription  paper  is  dated  March  el,  '-7, 
and  the  house  was  completed  early  in  IVo  m- 
I  ber  of  the  same  year.    [It  was  built  I  j  l  .. 
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cract,  by  Capt.  Simon  Cook,  who  met  with  no 
inconsiderable  loss  in  the  operation.] 

Soon  after  the  house  was  opened,  elder  Wil- 
liams left,  when  they  were  again  two  years 
without  a  paster.  There  were,  however,  dur- 
ing this  time,  important  accessions  to  the 
church. 

Elder  F.  Page,  the  next  pastor,  commenced 
his  ministry  in  1S30.  July  4,  of  the  same 
year,  7  members  were  dismissed  to  join  the  new 
church  just  formed  on  the  hill.  Under  this 
pastor  a  revival  so  extensive  commenced  in  '31 
that  44  were  baptized  and  brought  into  the 
church.  At  about  the  end  of  four  years,  hav- 
ing asked  a  dismission,  he  was  dismissed. 

Aug.  31,  1334,  Dea.  Randall  makes  his  last 
record  as  church  clerk,  and  there  is  no  record 
from  that  time  to  Oct.  1,  1835.  And  the  prob- 
ability is,  that  during  this  time  there  was  no 
pastor  and  no  meetings,  as  Deacon  Randall  was 
unable  to  take  the  lead. 

Four  years  of  vacancy  followed  the  dismis- 
sion of  Elder  Page,  with  only  now  and  then  a 
supply.  In  August,  1838,  Elder  Leland  Ilunt- 
tey  came  and  labored  a  year:  19  baptisms 
were  the  fruits.  He  was  succeeded  by  J.  H. 
Sherwin,  who  continued  about  2  years.  Then, 
cbr  another  year,  Prof  David  Hascall  followed. 
Nothing  of  interest  occurred  in  these  years. 

In  the  winter  or  spring  of  1843, Elder  Joseph 
Packer  became  pastor  of  the  church,  and  min- 
istered to  it  a  little  over  a  year — 27  were  bap- 
tized and  added  to  the  church  during  this  time. 
Following  Elder  Packer,  Elder  Constantine 
preached  a  short  time  in  '44.  R.  Myers  was 
pastor  in  '46  and  '47.  Feb.  21,  '47,  he  baptized 
15  candidates.  The  3d  of  April  following  he 
was  dismissed.  Before  obtaining  another  pas- 
tor, the  church  repaired  their  house  of  worship 
atau  expense  of  $600.  At  this  time  they 
were  destitute  about  a  year. 

After  the  refitting  of  the  house.  Elder  Page 
again  preached  a  year  or  two.  and  was  followed 
Dy  Elder  E.  II.  Smith  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Elliot  hiding  brought  down  the  history 
of  the  church  to  the  commencement  of  the 
period  of  his  own  pastorate,  makes  the  follow 
ing  comments: 

"  From  tho  close  of  the  labors  of  Elder  Green, 
in  1S07,  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  43 
years,  there  have  been  14  ministerial  settle- 
ments, and  the  aggregate  of  tho  whole  service 
performed  by  the  14,  as  near  as  can  bo  ascer- 
tained, is  about  25  years— loss  than  two  years 
eacli — leaving  the  church  destitute  of  a  pastor 
nearly  half  the  time.    Xow  it  is  perfectly  evi- 


dent that  such  a  policy  as  this  is  not  calculated 
to  build  up  a  strong  and  efficient  church.  I 
am  not  surprised  that  the  chureh  has  made  so 
little  real  progress  in  the  last  half  century  of  its 
existence.  I  am  more  surprised  that  it  has  an 
existence  at  all,  after  passing  through  so  many 
changes.  I  cannot  resist  the  impression,  that 
Deacons  Randall  and  Moon  were  men  of  supe- 
rior minds,  and  well  calculated  to  watch  over 
the  affairs  of  a  church,  when  destitute  of  a 
pastor.  It  is  evident,  too,  that  God  has  exer- 
cised a  fostering  care  over  the  church.  He 
has  spared  it  to  be  a  light  to  the  world  ibr 
three-fourths  of  a  century,  and  many  precious 
souls  have  been  truly  saved  through  its  instru- 
mentality. Shall  it  continue  to  be  a  blessing 
to  this  community?  This,  under  God,  depends 
in  a  great  measure  upon  us.  If  we  are  faithful 
to  the  truth  committed  to  us,  we  may  be  the 
means  of  perpetuating  this  holy  influence  to 
help  those  who  may  come  after  us." 

Rev.  Simeon  L.  Elliott,  on  whose  discourse 
I  have  thus  far  depended  for  the  history  of 
the  church,  commenced  preaching  in  Walliug- 
ford  Aug.  10,  1851,  and  was  ordained  on  the 
19th  of  November  following.  His  ministry 
continued  about  five  years  and  a  half,  tho  re- 
sults of  which  were  not  so  much  to  be  seen 
in  the  number  of  conversions  and  increase  of 
the  church,  as  in  the  gathering  up  of  the  frag- 
ments that  remained  after  such  a  miscellane- 
ous ministry,  and  so  many  years  of  vacancy ; 
and  of  restoring  the  church  again  to  gospel 
order  and  discipline.  In  this  direction  he  ac- 
complished much;  and  had  it  been  according 
to  the  ordinati  >ns  of  Providence  that  he  should 
have  remained  with  them,  I  doubt  uot  that 
the  church  would  have  ultimately  regained 
much  of  its  former  prosperity.  But  God  or- 
dered it  otherwise,  and  he  left  them  much 
to  the  regret,  as  the  writer  had  occasion  to 
know,  both  of  the  most  devoted  members  of 
the  church,  and  the  community  in  general 

What  further  remains  to  be  narrated  of  tho 
history  of  this  beloved  brother  will  be  found 
in  the  following  beautiful  tribute  from  "  Tho 
Watchman  and  Reflector :" 

11  ANOTHER  LABORER  FALLEN'." 

"Died  in  Wallingford,  Vt.,  Oct.  21,  1865, 
Rev.  Simeon  L.  Elliott,  acred  4$  vo  ir-. 

"At  tho  decease  of  a  faithful  watchman  on 
tho  walls  of  Zkm,  it  seems  fitting  tn.it  a  brief 
notice,  at  least,  of  his  character  and  labors 
bI.ouH  be  given  to  the  public.  Brother  B. 
was  born  in  Groton,  N.  11.,  and  Btwiied  for 
the  ministry,  ami  graduared  at  "  Tlw  New 
Hampton   Literary   and  Theological  IustitU* 
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tion."  After  preaching  a  brief  period  at  "Wash- 
ington, N.  H.,  ho  removed  to  Wallingford,  Vt., 
whe>e  he  was  publicly  ordained  to  tho  work 
of  the  ministry.  He  labored  here  for  several 
years  with  much  acceptance  and  usefulness. 
But,  at  the  earnest  request  of  his  brethren, 
at  length  resigned  his  pastorate  to  enter  on 
an  agency  in  behalf  of  the  New  Hampton  In- 
stitution, then  removed  to  Fairfax.  After  the 
conclusion  of  his  services  in  this  behalf,  he 
accepted  the  call  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Mer- 
iden,  N.  H..  and  closed  his  labors  there  in 
December  last.  Removing  again  to  Walling- 
ford,  he  preached  the  gospel  as  he  had  oppor- 
tunity; but  declining  health  forbade  hisassura 
ing  agaiu  the  pastoral  office. 

"  As  a  Christian,  brother  E.  was  marked 
most  conspicuously  by  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty.  He  possessed,  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  an  unwavering  confidence  in  God  and 
in  the  safety  and  happiness  of  always  obeying 
Him.  He  seldom  spoke  of  his  own  religions 
exercises,  even  to  his  most  intimate  friends ; 
but  pre-ented  before  them  the  continual  ex- 
ample of  a  conscientious,  upright,  devout, 
God-fearing  man.  As  a  preacher  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  clearness  of  statement,  strength 
and  simplicity  of  aiguinent,  and  directness  and 
pungency  of  appeal  and  exhortation  It  was 
his  great  delight  to  preach  Christ  and  Him  cru- 
cified :  and  God  gave  him  a  goodly  number 
of  souls  as  seals  of  his  ministry,  and  stars  in 
the  crown  of  his  rejoicing. 

"  In  the  Councils  of  his  brethren,  in  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  the  denomination,  he  wras 
calm,  considerate  and  judicious  ■   accustomed  j 
to  take  large  views  of  things,  and  to  look  far  | 
forward  to  distant  and  more  remote,  as  well 
as  near  and  immediate  results      One  who  j 
knew  him  well,  and  was  intimately  associated  I 
with  him  for  25  years,  can  testify  to  the  purity  j 
of  his  character,  and  the  constant  conscien- 
tiousness  of  his  counsels  and  labors.    He  was  j 
a  man  to  be  confided  in  ;;nd  trusted.     The  j 
nature  of  his  sickness  deprived  his  friends  of 
his  dying  testimony.     They  needed  it  not —  | 
his  whole  character  gave  abundant  evidence 
that  he  finished  his  course  with  joy. —  His  fu- 
neral sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Arch- 
ibald, from  Matt.  13.  43      'Then  shall  the 
righteous  shine  forth  as  the  suu,  in  the  king- 
dom of  their  father.' " 

Mr.  Elliott  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Coles  of 
Claremont,  N.  H.,  who  shared  equally  with 
him  in  the  affections  and  regards  of  the  people 
of  Wallingford.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Dea. 
  Woodbury,  a  most  esteemed  and  effi- 
cient officer  in  the  Baptist  church  in  North 
Springfield,  Vt. 

I  have  thus  given  the  history  of  this  church, 
and  the  progress  it  has  made  under  its  differ- 
ent pastors.  But  there  are  other  facts  which 
are  not  without  their  interest,  which  demand 
a  brief  notice. 

Of  the  Baptist  churches  in  the  State  only  15 
■were  organized  before  1760.    Most,  if  Bat  all 


of  these,  with  the  exception  of  this  church, 
have  since  been  newly  organized  or  disband- 
ed. This  church,  then,  is  among  the  very  old- 
est in  the  State,  connected  with  this  denomin- 
ation. It  has  had  the  following  ecclesiastical 
connections.  It  first  united  with  the  Shaftsbu- 
ry  Association,  but  in  what  year  is  not  known. 
From  this  it  was  dismissed  in  1789,  and  united 
with  the  Vermont,  which  met  in  Wallingford 
in  1790.  In  1808  the  church  voted  to  with- 
draw from  this  Association,  and  did  not  join 
any  other  for  16  years,  when  it  connected  itself 
with  the  Manchester,  with  which  it  remained 
till  the  Association  disbanded  in  1828  or  9. — 
From  that  time  it  remained  unassociated  till 
1838,  when  it  went  back  to  the  old  Vermont, 
where  it  has  remained. 

The  salary  and  manner  of  paying  it  in  the 
early  times,  also,  affords  matter  for  a  pleasant 
record.  In  1797,  Elder  Green  being  pastor, 
"  The  church  agreed  to  help  him  on  his  farm, 
when  he  needed,  to  pay  his  salary,  and  to  meet 
at  the  close  of  the  year  to  see  if  each  had  paid 
his  full  proportion.  Two  years  later,  in  1799, 
they  voted  to  give  him  40  dollars  salary,  to  be 
paid  in  cattle  or  grain,  and  averaged  on  the 
church,  according  to  their  several  ability.  Tho 
next  year,  1800,  they  agreed  to  give  him  £  17, 
17s.  salary,  which  would  be  about  $60.  In 
1801  they  agreed  to  raise  one  penny  on  tho 
pound,  on  their  church  list ;  and  for  the  two 
succeeding  years  the  same  assessment  was 
voted.  In  1805  he  was  allowed  $60.  This 
wras  when  the  church  numbered  about  200, 
and  his  pastoral  duties  employed  all.  or  nearly 
all  his  time.  It  was,  therefore,  insufficient  for 
his  support,  and  he  asked  a  dismission.  On  this 
the  church  met  and  agreed  to  pay  np  arrearag- 
es, and  raise  a  salary  of  $  100  per  year  in  fu- 
ture, and  assist  him  one  day  in  winter  to  get 
up  his  wood.  The  church  not  coming  up  to 
this  agreement,  Elder  Green  left. 

Another  fact  of  interest  is,  that  for  a  consid- 
erable period  in  its  early  history,  the  poor  of 
the  church  were  supported  by  a  tax  on  the 
members,  according  to  their  ability. 

It  will  also  interest  the  present  generation 
to  know  that  this  church  was  very  slow  to 
come  into  the  custom  so  common  at  the  present 
day  of  allowing  persons  without  piety,  and 
often  without  morality,  to  tako  tho  lead  in  tho 
service  of  praise.  For  36  years  the  singing 
was  conducted  only  by  some  member  of  tho 
church.  Dea.  Joseph  Randall  was  its  first  and 
only  precentor  during  that  time.  But  in  1816 
the  church  passed  a  vote  "  to  allow  persons  not 
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members  of  the  church  to  take  the  lead,  in  the 
absence  of  Dea.  Randall" — and  the  door  thus 
opened  to  the  ingress  of  non-professors  to  that 
office,  has  remained  open  ever  since. 

This  church,  also,  in  its  early  history,  acted 
on  the  principle  of  equalizing  among  its  mem- 
bers all  the  church  expenses;  and,  to  make  it 
sure  that  all  did  their  part,  the  church  was 
made  the  judge  of  each  one's  ability. 

I  have  no  further  information  respecting  this 
church  that  would  be  of  particular  interest. — 
The  number  of  its  members  in  1855  was  13. 

I  give  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  church, 
with  the  time  of  their  election  :  Dea.  Ebenezer 
Murray,  Feb.  10,  1780;  Dea.  Joseph  Randall, 
April,  17S0;  Dea.  Colborn  Freston,  June  20, 
1792 ;  Dea.  Sanford  Moon,  May,  1803  ;  Dea. 
John  Button,  Jr.,  March  1,  1334. 

The  following  have  also  been  deacons  of  the 
church,  but  of  the  date  of  their  election  I  have 
no  information:  Deas.  Eleazer  Mighells,  John 
Moon,  Thomas  York. 

The  church  has  also  had  4  pastors  since  Mr. 
Elliott  closed  his  ministry.  Rev.  Edwin  M. 
Hayne3,  ordained  July,  185S — dismissed  July, 
1859.  Mr.  Haynes  was  subsequently  chaplain 
of  the  10th  Vt.  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion— is  now  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Palmer,  Mass.  Rev.  Edward  Conover  was 
installed  Nov.  6,  1859 — dismissed  April  1,  '63. 
Rev.  James  "W.  Grant  commenced  to  preach  in 
June,  J63,  and  left  Nov.  20,  '64.  Rev.  Robert 
G.  Johnson  began  his  labors  July  12,  '65,  and 
closed  them  May  4,  '67. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  organization  of  this 
church.  We  know  not  when  it  was  formed — 
who  were  its  earliest  members,  nor  what  Coun- 
cil constituted  it.  Thompson,  in  his  Gazetteer 
of  Vermont,  says  "it  was  organized  about  the 
year  1802,  when  they  settled  the  Rev.  Benja- 
min Osborn"  ;  but  it  evidently  had  existed  a 
number  of  years  before  Mr.  Osborn  was  install- 
ed. Dea.  Mosely  Hall  united  with  it  in  1798, 
and  he  informed  mo  that  it  had  been  in  exist- 
ence 7  or  8  years  at  that  time.  On  this  declar- 
tion  I  put  down  1790  in  the  new  church  records 
as  the  time  of  its  organization.  But  ho  subse- 
quently informed  me  that  there  was  no  Congre- 
gational church  in  town,  until  after  Deacon 
Abraham  Jackson's  death.  In  order  to  ascer- 
tain if  this  was  so,  I  applied  to  Mrs.  Chatterton, 
who  assured  me  that  Dea.  Hall  was  correct — 
and  that  she  had  reason  to  recollect  its  organi- 
zation, as  her  father  was  elected  its  fust  deacon. 
Now  Deacon  Jackson  died  Sept.  18,  1791.  If, 


therefore,  the  concurrent  testimony  of  Deacon 
Hall  and  Mrs.  Chatterton  is  to  be  received,  we 
shall  not  assign  an  earlier  date  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church  than  1792. 

But  the  history  of  the  organization  of  the 
church  is  not  only  lost  in  oblivion,  but  the 
name  of  not  a  single  minister  who  preached  to 
it  in  the  first  years  of  it3  existence,  has  come 
down  to  us,  even  in  tradition :  nor  have  we 
any  account  of  a  meeting  held  for  prayer,  or 
business,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  Without 
impropriety,  therefore,  may  we  not,  in  giving  a 
history  of  the  church,  commence  with  the  in- 
stallation of  its  first  pastor  ? 

RET.  BENJAMIN  OSBORN, 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church,  was  installed 
over  it  Nov.  10,  1802.  The  sermon  on  the 
occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Heman 
Ball,  who  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Rutland.  The  text  was  from  the  Epistle 
to  the  CoL  1.  7.  "As  ye,  also,  learned  of 
Epaphras,  our  dear  fellow-servant,  who  is  for 
you  a  faithful  minister  of  Christ."  This  dis- 
course— and  not  without  reason — was  deemed 
worthy  of  publication.  It  was  printed  at  Rut- 
land by  Stephen  Hodgman,  and  I  have  a  copy 
before  me. 

The  first  settlement  of  Mr.  Osborn  was  over 
the  church  in  Tinmouth,  a  neighboring  town, 
Sept.  25,  1780.  From  this,  after  a  pastorate 
of  a  little  over  7  years,  he  had  been  dismissed, 
Oct.  11,  1787.  He  was,  however,  subsequently 
invited  by  that  people  to  return  and  resume 
his  ministry  among  them.  This  will  explain 
the  followiug  extract  from  the  sermon  of  Mr. 
Ball,  from  which  we  learn  the  high  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  at  the  time  of  his  set- 
tlement: 

"Brethren  and  Friends:  We  take  part 
with  you  in  the  religious  joys  of  this  day. 
You  this  day  receive  an  ascension  gift  of  our 
Divine  Redeemer.  You  this  day  have  a  pastor 
set  over  you  in  the  Lord — one  who  may  go  in 
and  out  before  you  ;  may  lead  you  in  the  paths 
of  knowledge;  may  bear  unto  you  the  mes- 
sages of  grace,  and  break  unto  you  the  broad 
of  life.  lie  is  no  stranger:  he  is  not  a  doubt- 
ful character.  Most  of  you  have  had  long  ac- 
quaintance with  him.  You  have  witnessed 
his  prudence,  his  patience,  his  meekness.  You 
havo  had  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  his 
abilities,  his  learning,  and  his  knowledge  in  the 
Scriptures.  You  are  acquainted  with  his  re- 
puted piety  and  soundness  of  doctrine.  When, 
a  few  years  since,  his  pastoral  relation  with 
the  people  of  a  neighboring  town  was  dissolved, 
no  objection  was  found  to  lie  either  against  hia 
Christian  or  ministerial  character:   an  i  he  was 

unanimously  recommended  by  the  Rev.  rend 
Council  there  convened,  to  the  service  of  tUo 
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churches,  wherever  God,  in  his  providence, 
might  call  him.  He  still  held  a  high  place  in 
the  affections  of  a  large  portion  of  that  people. 
They  have  often  requested  him  to  preach.  He 
has  occasionally  preached  amoug  them  to  ac- 
ceptance. The  great  unanimity  with  which 
they  have  requested  him  to  resume  statedly  his 
labors  among  them,  is  both  to  his  praise  and 
theirs.  For  a  time  his  mind  was  held  in  sus- 
pense. He  naturally  had  a  regard  for  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  began  his  youthful  minis- 
try; and  among  them  he  had  spent  many  of 
his  days.  Your  entire  unanimity,  your  profess- 
ed friendship,  your  urgent  request,  weighed 
much  in  his  miud.  At  length  the  scale  pre- 
ponderated in  your  favor.  He  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  take  his  residence  anion?  you. 
In  this  conclusion  we  hope  and  trust  he  was 
guided  by  the  Divine  Spirit.  May  this  event 
prove  in  the  issue  to  be  for  your  everlasting 
good." 

To  this  extract  nothing  need  be  added  to 
show  the  high  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Osborn 
was  held.  Nor  have  we  reason  to  believe  that 
he  was  subsequently  regarded  with  less  affec- 
tion and  esteem. 

Of  the  circumstances  and  early  life  of  Mr. 
Osborn  I  have  been  able  to  gather  nothing. 
While  in  Tinmouth  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Hon.  Thomas  Porter,  a  distinguished  jurist 
and  eminent  citizen  of  that  day,  and  became 
the  earliest  instructor  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Ebenezer  Porter — afterward  a  much  esteemed 
professor  in  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary. 
"Where  he  resided,  or  what  was  his  occupation 
from  1787,  the  time  at  which  he  ceased  to  min- 
ister to  the  church  in  Tinmouth,  till  1802,  when 
he  was  settled  at  Wallingford,  I  have  been 
unable  to  learn.  He  was  probably  employed 
in  preparatory  studies  for  the  composition  of  his 
metaphysical  treatise,  "Truth  Displayed," 
which  he  considered  the  great  work  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Osborn  preached  to  the  church  and  soci- 
ety in  Wallingford  for  nearly  16  years,  when, 
in  consequence  of  his  failing  health,  the  services 
of  another  pastor  seemed  to  be  demanded.  In 
these  circumstances,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Osborn,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev. 
Eli  Meeker,  and  invited  a  council  for  his  settle- 
ment. This  Council  convened  on  the  6rh  of 
July,  1818 ;  but  finding,  as  they  came  together, 
that  there  was  some  division  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  whether  Mr.  Osborn  should  be  re- 
tained as  senior  pastor,  or  dismissed,  they 
thought  it  best  to  adjourn  before  making  their 
decision,  till  the  following  morning.  During 
the  night  the  question  was  decided  for  them  by 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  Who  removed 
Mr.  Osborn — taking  him,  as  wo  trust,  to  a 
higher  service. 


It  appears  from  all  I  can  learn  of  Mr.  Osborn, 
that  he  was  a  well  educated  and  highly  gifted 
man;  and  that  his  ministry  was  attended  with 
considerable  success.  Mrs.  Chatterton,  on  a 
certain  occasion,  summed  up  his  ciiaracter  in 
the  presence  of  the-  writer,  nearly  as  follows : 
"  He  was  a  very  learned  man,"  said  Mrs.  C, 
"yet  exhibited  no  affectation  of  learning  in  his 
preachiug.  In  that  he  was  always  simple  and 
earnest,  and  never  soared  in  it  above  the  In -ads 
of  his  people.  To  hear  him  talk  was  l:ke  hear- 
ing one  read  from  a  well-written  book.  He 
always  made  an  impression  in  favor  of  religion. 
I  used  to  wish  that  I  could  be  as  good  as  he 
was,  but  thought  I  never  could  be." 

EEV.  ELI  MEEKER, 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Osborn,  was  ordained 
over  the  church  July  7,  1818.  His  ministry 
was  a  brief  one,  terminating  some  time  during 
the  succeeding  year. 

REV.  ELI  S.  HUNTER 

Succeeded  Mr.  Meeker;  but  the  precise  time 
of  the  commencement  of  his  ministry  is  not 
known.  He  probably  ministered  to  the  church 
about  5  years.  He  was  dismissed  on  account 
of  pecuniary  embarrassment,  arising  from  inade- 
quate support,  April  26,  1825. 

The  records  of  the  church  had  been  kept  in 
a  very  loose  manner,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  when 
about  leaving,  told  Dea.  Moseley  Hall  if  he 
would  let  him  take  them,  he  would  put  them 
in  order,  and  get  a  book  and  copy  them  into 
it.  He  took  the  records ;  but  nothing  was 
afterwards  seen  of  Mr.  Hunter,  or  the  church 
records  he  had  taken  with  him.  He  was  a 
man  of  considerable  ability.  Of  his  ministerial 
life,  after  he  left  Wallingford,  I  have  no  infor- 
mation. 

REV.  TIMOTHY  M.  HOPKIXS 
Was  the  next  minister.    Of  Mr.  Hopkins  the 
church  records  make  no  mention. 

Rev  Aldace  Walker,  D  D.,  now  ministering 
-to  the  church  in  Wallingford,  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing: "  Rev.  Timothy  M.  Hopkins  was  born 
n  Pittsford.  Julv  8,  1800;  had  slight  oppor- 
tunities for  early  education — studied  theology 
with  his  brother,  Rev.  Josiah  Hopkins,  D.  D., 
of  New  Haven.  Vt. — was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Addison  Association  in  the  autumn  of 
1827 — ordained  without  charge  by  the  snme 
Association  in  1828;  came  to  Wallingford  July 
5,  1828,  and  closed  his  labors  in  the  spring 
of  1830.  These  i'aets  I  gather  from  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  him,  dated  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  July 
16,  1868.  In  this  letter  he  says,  4  We  contin- 
ued to  meet  for  a  time  in  the  Old  Church,  as  it 
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was  called,  which  stood  about  a  mile  south  of 
the  village ;  but  sooa  removed  to  the  village, 
occupying  the  Baptist  church,  which  had  just 
been  completed,  and  which  that  denomination, 
then  without  a  minister,  kindly  offered  to  the 
Congregational  church." 

"During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1829 
the  Congregational  church  and  society  erected 
a  church,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 
winter  it  was  dedicated.  Rev.  Charles  Walker, 
D.  D..  then  of  Rutland,  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  My  labors  with  them  closed  the  fol- 
lowing spring." 

In  this  letter  Mr.  Hopkins  says  of  Rev.  Eli 
S.  Hunter,  his  predecessor  in  the  ministry  at 
Wallingford,  that  "  He  removed  to  Middlebury 
(now  Wyoming),  N".  Y.,  where  he  labored  sev- 
eral years.  Afterwards  he  was  connected  with 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  finally 
removed  to  Milwaukie,  Wis.,  where  he  died.  ' 

Mr.  Hopkins  subsequently  preached  at  Ra- 
cine, Wis.,  where  he  was  instrumental  in  or- 
ganizing a  church.  He  made  his  home  after- 
wards in  Geneva,  X.  Y. 

REV.  STEPHEN  MARTINDALE 

Was  from  Dorset,  and  was  brought  into  the 
ministry  through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son. His  first  settlement  was  at  Tiumouth, 
Jan.  fi,  181.9,  where  he  remained  till  Feb.  6. 
'32  He  commenced  to  preach  in  Wallingford 
a  little  more  than  a  month  prior  to  his  dismis- 
sion from  Tinrnouth.  He  did  not  wish  to  be 
installed  at  first ;  and  never  was  installed  after- 
wards. His  connection  with  the  church  was 
that  of  acting  pastor,  which  relation  he  contin- 
ued to  hold  till  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
8,  1847. 

In  Mr.  Martindale  were  united  many  of  the 
elements  which  constitute  the  efficient  minister. 
He  had  an  engaging  personal  appearance,  a 
good  voice — great  flow  of  language,  and  an 
earnest  and  impressive  manner.  His  piety 
was,  moreover,  undoubted,  and  his  judgment 
of  a  kind  that  led  him  to  divide  the  Word  to 
his  people  according  to  their  needs.  Under  his 
charge  the  church  had  many  additions,  but  was 
not  favored  with  any  general  revival  It  was 
his  lot  to  have  an  appreciating  people,  and  to 
find  his  grave  among  them.  A  handsome 
monument,  erected  by  his  parish,  marks  the 
spot  in  the  village  cemetery  where  he  is  laid. 
Mrs.  M..  who  was  Dianthe  Kent  of  Dorset,  sur- 
vive I  him  a  few  years — the  last  three  or  four 
of  which  she  spent  with  her  son-in  law,  Isaac 
Muoson  Hill,  in  Ilcloit,  Wisconsin.    A  year 


or  so  after  her  decease,  her  remains  were 
brought  to  Wallingford,  where  they  now  rest 
beside  those  of  her  husband.  Mr.  Hill,  also, 
who  was  long  the  occupant  of  the  hillside  farm, 
and  with  whom  and  his  family,  the  writer  and 
many  of  the  citizens  of  the  valley  had  pleasant 
associations,  has  since  passed  from  the  cares 
and  turmoil  of  life.  Thus,  one  by  one,  the 
forms  endeared  to  us  pass  from  our  view. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Martindale's  settlement  a 
branch-church,  as  it  was  called,  was  formed  on 
the  Hill.  A  large  number  in  that  part  of  the 
town  had  embraced  religion,  in  the  extensive 
revival  under  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  it  was  thought 
both  proper  and  expedient,  as  the  distance 
from  the  village  was  so  great,  that  they  should 
be  allowed  the  services  of  the  pastor  a  portion 
of  the  time.  This  arrangement  accordingly 
was  entered  iuto  and  continued  till  the  }-ear 
1S56,  when,  owing  to  the  great  change  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
society,  it  was  thought  best  that  service  should 
be  held  in  the  village,  without  interruption. 
No  regular  service,  therefore,  since  that  time, 
has  been  held  on  the  Hill,  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  calling  this  a  branch- church,  I  have  used 
the  language  commonly  employed  in  speaking 
of  it.  It  must  not  be  understood,  however, 
that  it  was  any  organization  separate  from  the 
one  in  the  village.  It  was  all  one  church,  and 
there  was  no  separation  of  one  portion  from  the 
other,  except  in  the  division  of  their  privileges 
— or,  in  other  words,  the  matter  was  merely  an 
arrangement  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
the  members  on  the  Hill,  and  which,  on  ac- 
count of  their  circumstances,  was  thought  to 
be  due  to  them. 

During  Mr  Martindale's  ministry  the  Sabbath 
services  were  held  on  the  Hill  once  a  month. 
Subsequent  to  1S49,  till  the  arrangement  was 
terminated,  four  Sabbaths  in  the  year  were  de- 
voted to  that  part  of  the  church.  The  meet- 
ings were  held  in  a  house  built  on  a  union 
principle,  which  was  occupied  iu  succession  by 
Baptists.  Methodists  and  Congregatiomdists, 
and  who  continued  to  live  and  worship  Ct)_r> " ..t--r 
in  excellent  harmony.  This  part  of  the  church 
had  their  communion  seasons  and  one  of  the 
church  officers.  Elias  Kent  was  its  first  and 
only  deacon.  Ho  whs  the  father  of  our  excel- 
lent citizen,  Elias  Wheaton  Kent,  a  id  w  is  a 
man  who,  by  the  example  of  his  Christian  life, 
was  accustomed  to  show  daily 

"  to  all  Around, 
What  a  denr  Saviour  he  tad  f.nniJ," 

and  who  did  much  to  promote  the  agreement 
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and  harmony  of  society  on  the  Hill,  and 
wherever  his  influence  was  felt. 

REV.  WILLI  Ail  MITCHELL, 
"Who  followed  Mr.  Martindale,  commenced  his 
labors  Aug.  8,  1847,  and  closed  them  sometime 
iu  the  spring  of  1852. 

Mr.  Mitchell  graduated  at  Tale  College  in 
1818,  aud  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in 
1821.  He  was  ordained  at  Newton,  Ct.,  in  '24. 
in  which  parish  he  remained  till  '31.  He  was 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  from  '33 
to  '47  ;  when,  being  released,  he  came  to  Wal- 
lingford  to  be  acting  pastor.  Leaving  Walling- 
ford  in  1852.  he  became  agent  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society.  The  last  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  at  Corpus  Christi,  in  Texas,  where 
he  died  of  yellow  fever  in  September,  1867.* 

H.  H.  SAUNDERSON 

Commenced  his  ministerial  labors  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  May,  1853,  and*  closed  them  the 
first  Sabbath  in  May,  1862. 

All  that  the  present  writer  can  say  of  Mr.  S. 
is,  that  he  looks  back  with  feelings  of  most 
kindly  regard  upon  the  church  and  people,  for 
their  patience  and  forbearance  during  the  nine 
years  of  his  ministry* — that  he  has  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  sought  to  do  for  them 
what  he  could,  and  still  rejoices  in  every  token 
of  God's  goodness  and  mercy  towards  them. 

REV.  ALDACE  WALKER,  D.  D., 
The  present  acting  pastor  of  the  church,  imme- 
diately followed  Mr.  Sauuderson.  Dr.  Walker 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1837,  and 
at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1840.  He 
was  ordained  Dec.  30,  1840,  over  the  church 
and  society  at  West  Rutland,  to  which  he  con- 
tinued to  minister,  with  much  success,  for  near- 
ly 22  years;  when  a  change  being  rendered 
necessary  on  account  of  his  health,  he  reluct- 
antly- requested  to  be  released  from  his  pastoral 
relation,  and  accepted  the  invitation  to  take 
charge  of  the  church  in  Walliugford,  where  he 
has  since  labored  with  much  success,  and 
greatly  to  their  acceptance. 

Such  is  an  imperfect  account  of  this  charch. 

*  Mr.  Mitchell  wrote  to  A.  II.  Quint,  under  date  of 
'  Corpus  Christi,  Texa8,  June  19, 1867 — I  was  employed 
from  2  to  3  yearn  an  Age,nt  of  the  Colonization  Society 
in  Vermont,  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Since  that 
time  I  have  been  in  Corpus  Cbri-ti,  w  here  I  have  heen 
preaching  a?  Stated  supply,  and  where  I  gathered  a 
email  congregation,  ami  succeeded  in  building  a  small 
church — both  cotigragtion  and  houoe  lost  in  the  war. 
I  still  reside  at  Corpus  Christi.  and  am  officiating  as 
B  ated  »ilpply  to  u  little  I'reaby  teriau  church  and  con- 
gregation. 


Since  the  installation  of  Mr.  Osbom,  it  has 
never  been  without  preaching,  except  for  brief 
periods.  It  has  embraced  among  its  members 
many  of  the  most  influential  citizens,  and  has 
been  an  instrumentality  for  the  accomplishment 
of  great  good. 

It  has  had  five  officers  elected  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Deacons  Nathaniel  Ives,  Moseley 
Hall,  Elias  Kent,  Gaylard  H.  Post  and  Joel 
Grover,  M.  D. 

CONTINUATION  OF  HISTORY  OF  WALLINGFCBD 
CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 
BT  RKV.  ALDACE  WALKER. 

Rev.  Mr.  Saunderson's  labors  closed  1st 
Sabbath  in  May,  1862.  Rev.  Aldace  Walker 
entered  upon  his  ministry,  as  stated  supply  in 
June  of  thesameyear,  and  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor of  theChurch  andSociety  Mar.  10th,  1669. 
During  his  ministry  up  to  the  present  time, 
(Aug.  1871,)  82  persons  have  been  received  to 
the  Church,  20  have  been  dismissed  to  unite 
with  other  Churches,  one  has  been  excom- 
municated and  16  of  the  membership  have 
died.  Joel  Grover,  hi.  D.,  was  chosen  Dea- 
con of  the  Church,  Jan.  3d,  186S.  Dea.  G.  H. 
Post,  who  had  been  Deacon  of  the  Church  for 
22  years,  was  dismissed  in  March  1870,  to 
unite  with  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Laclede,  Missouri.  The  Sabbath  School  now 
includes  a  large  share  of  the  Congregation, 
numbering  in  all  about  150,  with  a  large  li- 
brary. 

CATHOLIC  OHUECH  IN  WALLINGFOBD. 

The  Catholics  who  live  in  or  about  Wal- 
lingford  are  few  in  number,  viz.:  between  30 
and  40  families.  They  however  deserve  as 
much  credit  as  any  Congregation  in  the  State, 
on  account  of  their  extraordinary  liberality  ia 
contributing  towards  the  erection  of  their 
Church.  This  building  is  made  of  stone, 
quarried  near  the  village,  and  is  one  of  the  fin- 
est in  the  State  for  its  size.  It  was  built  frcm 
drawings  made  by  P.  C.  Kelley.  the  architect 
of  the  Church  of  West  Rutland,  St.  Albans, 
East  Rutland  and  the  Cathedral  of  Burling- 
ton. The  Catholics  of  Walliugford  owe  it  to  the 
energy  of  Rev.  Chas.  Boy lan  that  they  pos- 
sess such  a  fine  building.  It  was  blest  on  the 
2d  of  Sept.  1866,  under  the  title  of  St  Patrick. 
The  Catholics  of  Wallingtord  are  visited  by 
Rev.  T.  W.  GafTney,  who  resides  in  Ease 
Dorset. 

L.  DE    UOESBRI  AND. 

BP.  OF  BURLINGTON. 
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Sketch  of  Wallingford  Centennial  Oel 

EBRATION,  HELD  OCT.  16th,  1873. 
ST  REV.  H.  H.  SACJfDIRSOJI. 

The  Centennial  of  the  settlement  of  Wal- 
lingford,  held  since  the  above  history  was 
written  was  a  most  interesting  occasion  and 
was  participated  in  not  only  by  the  in  habitants 
of  the  township  but  by  a  very  large  concourse 
of  people  from  other  towns.  The  programme 
combined  a  fair  of  the  Otter  Creek  Valley 
Association,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the 
progress  of  a  century  in  agricultural  and  me- 
chanic arts  in  connection  with  the  celebration 
of  the  historic  events  which  have  transpired 
since  its  settlement.  The  Fair  was  held  on 
the  15th  of  October,  1873  and  was  followed 
by  the  Centennial  the  next  day. 

At  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  15th,  a  proces- 
sion was  formed  on  the  common  in  front  of 
the  hotel  which  marched  to  Franklin  Square 
under  the  conduct  of  the  marshals  and  offi- 
cers, preceded  by  the  East  Wallingford  Band, 
where  being  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Col.  Dyer  Town?end,  a  brief  prayer  was  of- 
ered  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Saunderson,  when  Rev. 
Aldace  Walker,  D.  D  ,  was  introduced  as  the 
first  speaker,  who  announced  as  his  subject, 
"  The  changes  of  a  Century,"  and  delivered 
a  brief,  though  most  appropriate  and  inter- 
esting address  which  was  well  received  by 
the  large  numbers  assembled. 

After  the  address  of  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Jo- 
seph TIaskins,  an  aged  veteran  of  ninety-four, 
who  was  born  in  Mollis,  N.  H.,  but  who  had 
resided  in  East  Wallingford  for  many  years, 
was  invited  upon  the  platform  and  sung  an 
old  masonic  song  entitled  "  King  Solomon  " 
with  wonderful  force  and  vigor.  The  au- 
dience cheered  him  enthusiastically  ;  alter 
which  the  President  announced  that  the  arti- 
cles in  "  Floral  and  Centennial  Halls  "  were 
open  for  exhibition,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
forenoon  was  spent  in  examination  of  the  rare 
and  beautiful  collections  which  the  ladies 
and  citizens  had  brought  together. 

During  the  intermission  many  hearts  were 
saddened  by  the  intelligence  that  just  after 
leaving  the  platform  and  before  reaching  his 
place  of  entertainment  the  venerable  Mr. 
lias-kins  had  died  very  suddenly,  as  he  had 
sat  down  to  rest  himself  near  the  side  walk 
on  the  way. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  eloquent 
address  on  "  The  Progress  of  Agriculture," 


was  delivered  by  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Haynes  ; 
which  was  followed  by  an  address  by  Joel  C. 
Baker,  Esq.,  of  Rutland,  on  "  The  life  and 
public  services  of  Matthew  Lyon,"  who  for 
a  time  had  been  a  citizen  of  Wallingford. 

The  evening  was  passed  in  pleasant  sea- 
sons of  social  communion  and  in  listening  to 
a  very  fine  out  of  door  concert  by  the  East 
Wallingford  Band. 

The  following  account  of  the  second  day's 
proceedings  is  from  the  Rutland  Daily  Globe. 

The  second  day  of  the  annual  fair  and  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  ot 
Wallingford  was  a  splendid  success,  and  did 
credit  to  all  who  participated  therein.  A  fine 
day  like  the  preceding,  as  far  as  the  weather 
was  concerned,  and  a  large  addition  to  the 
numbers  in  attendance,  was  the  happy  result. 
It  was  estimated  by  some  that  no  less  than 
five  thousand  people  were  on  the  ground  dur- 
ing the  day.  The  exercises  were  of  a  highly 
interesting  nature,  and  were  conducted  in 
the  best  manner  possible.  We  have  never 
seen  a  large  gathering  of  the  kind  where 
everything  seemed  to  be  so  quiet  and  orderly 
in  management  and  in  the  general  behavior 
of  the  crowd  as  was  the  case  in  Wallingford 
during  the  two  days  just  past.  Not  a  person 
was  intoxicated,  no  fights  nor  rows  of  any  sort 
occurred  to  mar  the  general  enjoyment  of  the 
affair,  and  a  fine  company  of  people  made 
up  the  crowd  upon  each  day.  The  people  of 
Wallingford  are  therefore  to  be  congratulat- 
ed upon  this  fact,  most  heartily,  and  also  that 
this  third  annual  fair  has  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  any  that  has  yet  been  given  by 
them.  Those  who  opposed  its  inception  at 
the  outset  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  this 
and  admit  that  there  is  abundant  enterprise 
in  town  for  an  affair  that  does  honor  to  it? 
managers  and  originators. 

THE  PROCESSION. 

At  ten  o'clock  a  procession  was  formed  in 
front  of  the  Wallingford  Hotel  in  the  follow- 
ing order : 

Marshals  of  the  Day. 
East  Wallingford  Cornet  Band. 
St.  Patrick's  Hibernian  Benevolent  Society. 
R.  A.  J's. 
Citizens  on  Foot. 
Citizens  in  Carriages. 
This  profession  was  decidedly  interesting 
and  comprised  about  fifty  carnages.  The 
R.  A.  J's  lent  much  amusement  to  the  1  u  m 
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crowd  that  had  assembled  to  witness  the  pro- 
cession, by  their  laughable  and  grotesque 
dress  and  general  make-up.  The  boys  per- 
formed their  parts  well  and  were  heartily 
appreciated.  An  old  fashioned  vehicle  drawn 
by  an  antediluvian  horse  was  made  the  re- 
ceptacle of  the  burlesque  representatives  of 
the  Rutland  papers,  who  were  dressed  in  a 
decidedly  new  reportoriai  outfit,  which  cre- 
ated much  merriment. 

On  arriving  at  the  grounds  the  assembled 
multitude  was  called  to  order  by  the  presi- 
dent, who  called  upon  Rev.  Aldace  Walker, 
D.  D.,  of  Wallingford,  to  offer 

PRAYER. 

Almighty  Father,  we  thank  Thee  that  we 
are  permitted  to  assemble  here  to-day  under 
bo  favorable  au-pices  and  on  this  interesting 
occasion  ;  that  we  are  permitted  in  this  pleas 
ing  manner  to  commemorate  the  anniversary 
of  our  beloved  town.  We  bless  Thee  that 
Thou  hast  cared  for  us  as  a  town  during  all 
these  hundred  years;  that  Thou  cared  for 
tho-e  who  dwelt  in  ancient  times  upon  these 
hillsides  and  in  these  valleys.  We  thank  Thee 
that  those  men  were  fitted  so  well  for  the 
work  assigned  them;  for  what  they  did  for 
social,  religious  and  educational  interests 
here;  that  they  established  law  and  order 
throughout  the  state;  and  as  our  attention  is 
called  to  day  to  the  deeds  of  those  men,  may 
Thy  good  spirit  guide  those  who  may  speak 
and  those  who  may  listen  to  them.  And  as 
we  Honor  those  who  founded  our  institutions, 
our  praises  will  ever  be  given  to  Thee  Amen. 

The  President  then  introduced  the  Rev.  H. 
H.  Saunderson  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  who 
delivered  the  historical  address. 

This  address,  which  comprised  the  principal 
facts  which  have  been  given  already  in  the 
history,  occupied  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
its  delivery  and  closed  with  the  following  ap- 
propriate tribute  to  the  people  of  Walling- 
ford. 

"  Wall  ngford  is  a  true  Vermont  town  in  this, 
that  it  has  always  been  on  the  side  of  liberty. 
The  period  of  its  settlement  was  one  in  which 
the  elements  were  surcharged  with  conten- 
tion. It  was  just  preceding  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  And  it  was  one  in  which  the 
liberties  of  Vermont  (not  Vermont  then,  but 
the  New  Hampshire  grants)  as  well  as  those 
of  the  nation,  were  at  stake.  Its  territory  was 
claimed  by  the  two  rival  states,  New  York  and 


New-Hampshire,  with  neither  of  which  the  in- 
habitants were  willing  to  consort.  But  the 
patriots  of  the  Green  mountains  were  equal  to 
the  situation  and  though,  during  the  period  of 
strife  ante-dating  their  existence  as  a  state, 
they  were  in  many  narrow  and  stormy  straits, 
yet  the  star  that  never  sets  at  last  beamed 
out  for  them  with  a  serene  yet  refulgent 
light.  You  are  familiar  with  the  names  of 
the  champions  of  human  rights  and  civil  lib- 
erty who  brought  this  about.  The  names  of 
Chittenden  and  of  Allen  and  Warner  are  to 
you  as  household  words.  And  with  these  men 
in  spirit  were  the  Jacksons  and  Iveses  and 
Bradleys,  and  generally  the  early  settlers  of 
our  town.  They  were  all  men,  to  use  the  ex- 
pression of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Bradley,  "  who 
were  for  God,  for  liberty,  and  the  independence 
of  the  New-Hampshire  grants."  And  the 
spirit  of  these  early  settlers,  exhibited  in  their 
three-fold  contest,  is  the  spirit  which  the  peo- 
ple have  ever  continued  to  manifest;  it  is  the 
spirit  which  burns  now  in  the  bosoms  of  their 
descendants.  I  have  no  time  to  go  over  all 
our  past  history  and  show  what  Wallingford 
has  always  been  in  this  regard,  but  I  wish  to 
speak,  at  the  close  of  this  address,  of  events 
which  we  all  remember,  and  which,  I  trust, 
we  never  shall  forget,  which  transpired  in 
the  great  contest  through  which  we  as  a  na- 
tion have  but  recently  passed. 

When  it  became  evident  that  there  must 
be  war,  in  defence  of  our  government,  the 
position  of  Wallingford  was  not  for  a  moment 
doubtful.  To  the  call  that  went  forth  for  de- 
fenders of  the  nation,  she  gave  a  most  hearty 
response.  She  gave  not  of  her  poorest  but 
her  best.  She  sent  forth  the  noblest  of  her 
young  men,  for  they  would  go.  And  thank 
God  there  was  no  hand  interposed  to  keep 
them  back;  that  those  bound  to  them  even 
by  the  closest  ties  were  ready  to  let  them  go  ; 
that  with  love  of  country,  mounting  above 
every  other  feeling,  fathers  and  mothers  gave 
up  their  sons  to  whatever  God  might  have  in 
store  for  them  in  the  terrible  conflicts.  0 ! 
they  were  noble  boys,  and  a  noble  example 
have  they  left.  We  will  not,  and  the  gener- 
ations to  come  must  not,  forget  them.  Some 
of  them  returned,  and  we  thank  heaven  for 
their  spared  lives,  and  we  mist  that  it  is  the 
prayer  of  all  that  they  may  long  live  tb  en- 
joy the  privileges  and  blessings  their  hands 
have  helped  to  win. 

Others  came  not  back,  but  were  among  the 
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M  Brave  who  sunk  to  rest 

With  all  their  country's  wishes  blest." 

But  there  are  living  compatriots  who  will 
speak  of  them  and  do  them  the  justice  that 
my  poor  tongue  would  in  vain  essay. 

And  now  Mr.  President  and  fellow  citizens 
I  must  bring  these  remarks  to  a  close;  and 
in  doing  so  I  will  say  that  the  day  is  afar 
off  when  there  will  be  another  gathering  of 
this  kind.  We  shall  not  see  it ;  and  the 
names  of  few  of  us  may  on  that  occasion  be 
on  human  lips.  But  let  us  not  regret  this 
for  it  is  the  common  lot.  It  is  the  ordina- 
tion of  heaven,  and  there  is  doubtless  wisdom 
in  it,  that  oblivion  shall  throw  its  veil  over 
the  names  of  the  largest  number,  and  yet  all 
that  has  beeu  valuable  in  their  lives  may  still 
live.  They  are  not,  therefore,  lost,  but  if 
they  have  been  right  will  continue  to  bless 
succeeeding  generations.  You  remember  the 
lines  of  the  poet: 

Need  I  be  missed  if  another  succeed  me, 

Reaping  tlie  fields  which  in  spring  I  have  sown; 

fVho  plowed  or  sowed  is  not  missed  by  the  harvester, 
But  he's  remembered  by  what  he  has  done. 

Let  us'  store  up  this  lesson.  Our  names 
may  perish  so  that  they  may  be  no  more 
heard,  but  in  our  influences  we  shall  not  die. 
Let  us  then  be  sure  to  have  them  such  as 
that  they  will  bless  those  who  shall  come 
after  us,  so  that  in  the  return  of  another  cen- 
tury though  our  names  may  not  be  heard 
here  we  may  still  be  represented  in  the  good 
•we  have  done." 

The  address  of  Mr.  Saunderson  closed  the 
forenoon's  proceedings. 

The  exercise  of  the  afternoon  was  an  ad- 
dress by  Henry  Clark  of  Rutland,  who  spoke 
upon  the  "  Batcheller  Manufactures,"  after 
which  Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholson  of  Rutland, 
addressed  the  A-sembly,  followed  by  Henry 
Hall  of  Rutland,  who  spoke  upon  the  Lydi- 
us  titles. 

Rev.  Dr.  Walker  then  made  a  few  remarks 
relative  to  the  absence  of  his  son,  Col.  A.  F. 
Walker  of  Rutland,  who  had  beon  announced 
to  speak  but  had  excused  himself  upon  the 
plea  that  the  time  would  be  sufficiently  tak- 
en up  by  others,  and  important  business 
needed  his  attention  at  Rutland.  Dr.  Walk- 
er then  read  the  following  interesting  letter 
from  Hon.  Daniel  Roberts  of  Burlington, 
excusing  himself  from  being  present: 


Burlington,  Oct.  14,  1873. 
Rev.  Aldace  Walker: 

My  Dear  Sir— I  have  hoped  until  the 
last,  that  I  might  be  able  to  be  present,  with 
my  old  neighbors  and  townsmen,  to  join  in 
celebrating  the  hundredth  year  of  the  histo- 
ry of  Wailingford,  my  birth  place,  but  now 
find  it  quite  impracticable  to  do  so.  My 
memory  reaches  back  over  more  than  half 
that  period,  and  links  my  life  in  association 
with  the  men  who  first  let  the  sunlight  into 
the  forests  of  that  goodly  town ;  but  who, 
long  since,  have  rested  from  their  labors. 
And  of  the  boys  of  my  boyhood — how  many 
have  gone  to  sleep  in  the  quiet  churchyard, 
the  "  God's  acre"  of  the  village  plot;  how 
many  have  been  scattered  like  winged  flow- 
er-seeds to  take  root  and  grow  and  ripen  in 
far  distant  longitudes;  while  of  the  few  that 
are  left,  and  who  will  join  in  your  festival 
greetings,  you  will  see  men  hoary-headed  or 
bald  with  age,  but,  I  trust,  not  sad  and  heavy 
hearted,  nor  overburdened  with  cares  or 
griefs,  and,  least  of  all,  with  blameful  ills. 
May  the  good  Lord  be  very  good  to  all  these 
friends  of  my  early  days,  and  help  you  all  to 
keep  in  the  ways  of  quietness  and  peace,  and 
of  a  good  conscience. 

Wishing  you  all  a  merry  time  and  a  good 
time,  I  send  you  all  kindly  greetings,  and,  in 
memory  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  am 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Daniel  Roberts. 

Dr.  Walker  than  gave,  as  an  additiorl  to 
the  church  history  given  by  Mr.  Saunderson, 
an  interesting  account  of  the  building  and  or- 
ganizing of  the  Catholic  church  in  that  time 
by  the  Irish  residents,  speaking  in  terms  of 
commendation  for  the  enterprise  shown  by 
these  citizens  in  religious  matters  and  their 
general  thrift  as  farmers. 

Maj.  N.  P.  Rounds,  marshal  of  the  fair, 
was  then  called  forward  and  said,  words 
could  not  express  the  feelings  of  his  heart  at 
the  close  of  this  successful  exhibition.  He 
would  merely  thank  those  who  had  attended 
and  encouraged  the  fair  and  wish  them  a 
safe  return  to  their  homes,  "  and,"  sai  1  the 
Major,  "  may  a  million  come  after  you." 

This  closed  the  exercises  of  the  day. 

The  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Wailing- 
ford with  the  results  of  the  Centennial  may 
be  inferred  from  the  following  froiaiThe  EtuU 
laud  Daily  Globe,  of  Oct.  LSth,  1S73, 
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Every  one  is  congratulating  every  other 
one  on  the  splendid  success  of  the  centennial 
celebration  and  the  fair.  There  were  no  acci- 
dents and  nothing  to  mar  the  pleasantness  of 
the  occasion.  The  order  maintained  on  the 
ground  as  well  as  the  financial  results  are  in 
a  large  measure  due  to  the  quiet  and  unos- 
tentatious, yet  persevering  work  of  one  man 
whose  name  has  not  been  mentioned  in  this 
connection.  That  is  Joseph  Randall,  the 
general  superintendent  of  the  grounds.  He 
has  devoted  his  time  and  labored  earnestly 
to  have  everything  taken  care  of,  and  now 
rejoices  that  all  is  done,  every  bill  paid,  and 
over  4,000  feet  of  boards  paid  for  and  safely 
housed  for  the  next  centennial  and  the  next 
fair. 

Daniel  Roberts.  Born  at  Wallingford, 
Vt.,  May  25th,  1811.  Graduated  at  Middle- 
bury  College  1829.  Studied  law  with  Hon. 
Harvey  Button  at  Wallingford,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Rutland  Co.,  at  Sept. 
Term,  1832.  Went  West,  and  practised  law 
for  a  time  at  Jacksonville  111.,  with  Murray 
Mc'Connell. 

Returned  to  Vermont  in  1835,  and  in  the 
Spring  of  1S36  settled  in  Manchester  Vt.,  tak- 
ing the  office  of  the  Hon.  Milo  L.  Bennett, 
and  there  remained  in  practice  until  the  Fall 
of  1855,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  L.  E.  Chittenden  at  Burlington  Vt,, 
and  in  the  Spring  of  1856  moved  his  family 
to  Burlington,  where  he  has  since  remained 
in  £he  practice  of  his  profession.  Was  elect- 
ed Bank  Commissioner  in  1S63  and  held  the 
office  two  years.  Special  agent  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  department  in  1865.  States  Attor- 
ney of  Chittenden  County  in  1868-9.  Wras 
married  to  Caroline  D.  Martindale,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Stephen  Martindale  of  Wallingford, 
July  16th,  1837 — has  two  daughters  and  two 
sons.  His  father,  Daniel  Roberts,  was  born 
at  Watertown  Conn.,  May  26th,  1773  ;  Emi- 
grated to  Wallingford;  was  by  trade  a 
clothier  ;  died  in  Manchester,  Aug.  25th,  1852 
and  there  buried.  His  mother,  Almira  (Bish- 
op) Roberts  w\s  born  at  Litchfield,  Conn., 
Oct.  1th,  1781;  died  June  25th,  1865.  IIi« 
grandfather,  Ephraim  Roberts,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  died  about  1775.  His  pa- 
ternal grandmother  was  Phebo  Clark,  of  a 
Connecticut  family,  (1876). 

ALMA  BALLOU, 

Born  at  Wallingford,  July  9th,  1S25  ;  died  of 


consumption,  Feb.  8th,  1848.  She  left  se*-*> 
al  poetical  Mss.  from  which  we  select . 

MY  OWN  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  HOME. 
They  tell  me  of  the  sunny  South, 

Its  fruits  and  fragrant  flowers, 
And  they  laud  its  soft  and  balmy  air, 

And  its  ever  verdant  bowers, 
And  they  bid  me  seek  its  genial  clime, 

And  mid  its  beauties  roam  ; 
But  the  dearest  spot  on  earth  to  me, 

Is  my  Green  Mountain  Horn*. 
But  oft  they  speak  of  a  country  fair, 

Where  sin  is  all  unknown, 
"Where  never  a  tear  of  sorrow  falls, 

And  death  can  never  come  ; 
Then  fare  thee  well  my  native  land, 

And  the  dear  ones  whom  I  love, 
I  leave  with  joy  my  mountain  home, 

For  that  bright  land  above. 

SUNLIGHT  ON  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

INSCRIBED  TO  THE  LOVED  ONES  OP  MY  NATIVE  STAT-&. 
BT  SUSAN  S.  BUTTON. 

Sunlight's  on  the  mountains,  shadow  in  the  vale, 
And  the  gushing  fountains  trill  a  joyous  taie — 
Rivers  onward  rolling  o'er  a  stony  bed, 
Time's  swift  minutes  tolling,  toll  as  for  the  dead. 
Hark  !  the  birds  are  singing,  "  Farewell  to  the  day  [** 
Sweetest  echoes  ringing,  answer  every  lay  ; 
While  the  streamlets  flowing,  fading  leaves  enfoM. 
Wliere  the  elms  are  growing,  ivy  twiued  and  old. 
O'er  the  rocks  are  hanging  swaying  bush  and  vinfr. 
Mowers'  scythes  are  clanging,  grassy  blades  entwine. 
For  they're  swift  descending  for  a  wintry  store, 
And  the  farmer  tending,  turns  them  o'er  aDd  o'#r. 
Autumn's  hues  are  blended  with  the  evergreen 
Which  the  young  leaves  tended,  in  their  glittering 
shpen, 

While  again  the   mountains,  tinged  with  glorious 
light, 

Echo  forth  the  fountain's  tread  from  every  bight. 

Oh  my  soul  is  dreaming  of  my  childhood's  days, 

When  the  sunlight  gleaming,  its  lingering  rays, 

Watched  upon  the  mountain,  gazing  with  delight. 

Listening  to  the  fountain,  musical  and  bright. 

The  glorious  mountain  !  how  I  love  it, 

Ah  !  who  Italian  skies  would  covet, 

While  gazing  on  the  sunlit  mountain. 

And  listening  to  the  gushing  fountain, 

And  streams  from  lofty  hills  descending 

Enchanting  with  their  wondrous  singing, 

Entrancing  with  the  joyous  ringing 

Of  their  sweet  varying  song  unending. 

Around  ruj  heart  fond  memories  linger, 

for  here  the  impress  ofGod'a  finger, 

With  childish  eyes  I  viewed  with  wonder; 

Here  saw  the  lightning,  hoard  the  thunder, 

Which  peal  on  peal  sublime  resounded 

O'er  hight  which  the  sweut  v.ile  snriouuded, 

Wliere  rirat  I  learned  to  love  the  glory, 

And  love  the  grandeur  which  in  st^ry 

No  tongne  may  e'er  relate,  nor  limner 

On  "  glowing  canviw  "  paint  the  glimmer 

Of  glad  Amora's  faintest  setting, 

Sweet  meditation  oft  begetiug. 
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CHRIST'S  BURIAL  AND  RESURRECTION. 

BY  8  US  AX  3.  BUTTCIf . 

List!  It  is  finished,  the  Redeemer  cries  I 

Yea,  rulers,  kings  and  priests,  have  power  no  more 

To  injure  Ilini  who  died  to  save  a  world. 

No  more  can  cruel  mockeries  grieve  His  soul — 

His  head  is  bowed— He  sleeps  the  sleep  of  death  ! 

Yes!  it  is  finished.    Christ  the  Lord  is  slain; 

And  weeping  friends  and  wondering  enemies 

tlaze  yet  with  awe  upon  that  thorn-crowned  brow: 

But  Joseph  comes — to  Pilate  comes,  to  beg 

A  dear  and  loving  Saviour's  mangled  corpse, 

And  carefully  'tis  borne  by  kindest  friends 

From  that  dread  place  of  agony  away, 

A  train  of  weepers,  who  with  grief  sincere, 

Surround  the  Loi  d,  the  last  kind  offices 

To  pay,  must  haste,  for  night  is  drawing  near: 

The  thorny  crown  they  take  from  His  torn  brow — 

The  Mary  nnto  whom  was  much  forgiven — 

"Who  therefore  loved  Him  much,  perchance  from  off 

His  swollen  hands  and  feet  the  bloody  drops 

Doth  wipe,  and  bathes  them  yet  once  more  with  tears; 

Then  with  a  lingering  cla»p  she  holds  His  hands, 

And  gazes  on  His  wounds  all  mournfully, 

Scarce  dreaming  with  new  life  He  soon  will  rise — 

To  glory  rise. 

Now  on  a  grassy  plat, 
They  spread  the  linen  purely  white  and  new, 
And  choicest  spices  sprinkle  o'er  it  there, 
And  tenderly  around  His  stiffening  form, 
The  snowy  drapery  they  closely  wrap: 
And  she  who  laid  Him  in  His  manger  bed — 
Who  watched  the  first  faint  smile  around  His  lips, 
And  caught  the  early  lispings  of  His  tongue, 
Methinks  with  all  a  mother's  tenderness 
Now  bends,  while  through  her  soul  a  sword  is  piercing, 
To  print  the  last  fond  kiss  upon  His  brow, 
Ere  on  II is  rocky  bed  her  child  is  laid: 
And  He  who  'mid  His  weary  wanderings 
Claimed  not  a  place  to  lay  His  head,  now  sleeps 
Securely  iu  the  garden  of  the  great, 
Alone,  within  a  new-made  sepulchre. 

'Tis  evening — to  a  weary  couch  each  friend 

Hath  gone,  to  meditate  His  life  and  death! 

A  band  of  Roman  soldiers  guards  the  tomb, 

Who  dare  not  sle  p  lor  penalty  of  death  1 

Ah  soldiers  guard  ye  well  the  sepulchre  1 

Let  no  intruder  come,  to  steal  away 

The  breathless  form,  and  say  that  he  hath  risen. 

But  ah!  what  sudden  change  comes  o'er  them  now  I 

"What  sudden  fear  appals  the  keeper's  hearts? 

Who  dares  to  come  the  t  nib's  strong  seal  to  break? 

Lo  angels'  hands  have  rolled  the  stone  away, 

And  clothed  in  white,  as  messengers  they  sit 

Within  the  sepulchre  where  Christ  hath  Iain, 

To  tell  beloved  friends  that  he  hath  risen. 

No  need  of  costly  spi res.  brought  that  morn 

So  early  by  the  friends  He  dearly  loved, 

Who  trembling,  fearing,  doubting,  wondering, 

Behold  attending  angels  guard  the  place, 

Where  with  deep  sorrow  lute  they  laid  Him  down, 

With  faith  not  yet  sufficient  to  believe 

His  resurrection  morn  so  soon  would  come. 

The  mystery  is  great,  and  yet  with  joy 

Their  hearts  are  filled,  while  angels  bid  them  come, 

And  see  where  Christ  h  ith  lain. 


The  Saviour  lives — 
And  soon  ascended  to  nis  native  skies, 
A  Sovereign  Ruler  at  His  Father's  side 
Shall  sit,  to  judge  the  world  :  for  those  He  loves, 
An  ever-glorious  home  He  will  prepare 
Within  the  mansions  purchased  by  His  blood, 
Aud  soon  shall  they  who  mourned  His  cruel  death, 
With  Jesus  dwell  in  His  celestial  home. 

MRS.  F.  L.  D.  CONGER. 

Frances  Lydia  Hyde  bom  in  Wallingford, 
married  Br.  Dearborne  of  Maquoketa,  Iowa, 
where  she  resided  for  some  years.  Dr.  Dear- 
borne  having  died,  she  married  second,  a  Mr. 
Conger,  and  now  resides  in  Georgia,  Vt.  She 
has  been  a  contributor  for  several  periodicals 
for  the  past  twenty  years  or  more. 

THE  WHIP-POOR-WILL. 

BY  MR 8.  T.  L.  D.  CONGES. 

The  Whippoorwill  is  a  lonely  bird, 

That  shuns  the  brilliant  day  ; 
'Neath  the*  starry  light  of  a  summer's  night 

She  sings  her  plaintive  lay. 
And  I  love  her  song,  (or  'tis  loud  and  long, 

Beside  the  moon-lit  rill, 
Oh!  strange  is  this  bird,  I  have  often  heard, 

The  mourning  whippoorwill. 
Oh  {  why  does  she  shun  the  glorious  day, 

And  wing  to  her  forest  home, 
When  the  sunbeams  sleep  in  the  glassy  deep, 

And  the  wild  bird  loves  to  roam  ? 
She's  a  lonely  thing !  for  she  loves  to  sing, 

By  the  moonbeam's  misty  light, 
Oh !  strange  is  this  bird,  I  have  often  heard, 

That  sings  her  song  by  night. 

0  6he  will  come  again  with  her  mystic  tones! 
When  the  wild-wood  bow'rs  are  green, 

And  bright  Sowers  smile,  in  the  grassy  isle, 

And  nature  paints  the  scene, 
gee  will  come  again,  with  her  solemn  strain, 

And  mournfully  will  sing, 
'Neath  the  starry  light  of  a  summer's  night, 

In  the  forest  drear  and  dim. 
Maqaoketa,  March  27, 1853. 

TO  THE  DEPARTED. 

BY  MRS.  F.  L.  D.  CONGKB. 

1  know  thou  art  waiting  for  me 

In  the  land  of  the  blest ; 
My  spiritual  eye  doth  discern  thee, 

Celestially  dressed. 
AH  radiant  with  joys  of  yon  heaven, 

And  jeweled  thy  crown  ; 
0,  why  should  I  mourn  thy  departure* 

When  such  joys  thou  hast  found. 

I  must  not — for  the  hand  of  affliction 

Has  taught  me  to  learn 
How  the  home  of  the  pure  and  immortal, 

Mine  eyes  can  discern. 

How  to  lift  the  thin  veil  that  o!>iv>iros  them. 

The  door  is  left  little  ajar, 
And  the  g'ory  of  God  shineth  through  it, 

Like  some  bright  and  beautiful  »Ur. 
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I  can  hear  the  deep  swell  of  music, 

From  Eternity's  sea, 
And  a  voice,  I  know  its  sweet  accents, 

Is  now  calling  for  me. 
Thank  Heaven  for  the  "silvery  lining," 

Though  gloomy  the  cloud, 
And  its  bright  ineffable  beauty, 

Its  mist  doth  enshroud. 
Ere  long,  my  dear  loved  ones,  I'll  meet  you 

On  the  Paradise  shore  ; 
Come,  clasp  ine,  when  Death  dims  my  vision, 

To  part  nevermore. 
Maquoketa,  August  17, 1867. 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  TnE  OTTER. 
BT  JtR8.  FRANCES  L.  D.  CONGER. 
How  sweet  are  the  scenes  where  in  childhood  I  strayed 
On  thy  banks,  noble  stream,  with  beauty  arrayed, 
The  low  drooping  willows  that  waved  to  and  fro, 
Seemed  charmed  with  thy  music  so  soft  and  so  low, 
And  sunshine  and  shadow,  that  danced  on  the  lea, 
To  my  young  heart  was  joy,  as  I  roamed  by  thee. 
The  golden  cup  lily,  and  violet  blue, 
I  plucked  them  when  wet  with  the  . sweet  morning  dew, 
And  thought  as  I  playfully  sauntered  along, 
No  music  could  rival  the  bobolink's  song. 
And  sadly  I  turned  to  the  school  on  the  hill, 
Away  from  the  birds,  the  flowers  and  rill. 
0  the  days  '  long  ago,'  what  a  silv'ry  tone, 
Sweeps  over  the  heart-strings,  so  sweet  is  its  moan, 
We  gladly  would  hear  it  again  and  again, 
And  never  be  tired  with  its  low  dying  strain, 
For  it  breathes  of  the  scenes  of  youth  and  our  home, 
Ere  fortune  had  bade  us  the  wide  world  to  roam. 
0  where  are  the  playmates  that  wandered  with  me, 
The  '  Green  hill,'  that  boldly  looks  down  on  the  lea; 
And  roamed  through  the  briars,  where  the  red  berries 
grew, 

Or  watched  the  wild  pigeon  that  stealthily  flew; 
And  gazing  with  joy  on  the  scenery  below, 
Oft  fancied  the  Otter  a  bright  silver  bow. 
The  tombstone  will  answer,  that  stands  in  the  vale, 
The  slab  that  is  fanned  by  the  prairie's  soft  gale, 
Each  tells  the  same  story,  they've  gone  to  their  rest; 
And  flowers  are  blooming  above  their  cold  breasts, 
Like  Bweet  autumn  roses,  they've  dropped  one  by  one, 
And  sadly  we  utter,  '  their  work  is  now  done.' 
I've  crossed  the  wild  Ozark,  and  camped  in  its  glade, 
And  gazed  with  delight  on  the  bright  Gasconade, 
f  re  sat  on  the  banks  of  the  dark  Rubadeaux 
And  heard  the  fierce  waters,  that  thundered  below. 
But  never,  no  other,  far  river  or  dale, 
Have  been  treasured  by  me  like  Otter  Creek  vale. 
St.  Albans,  Vt.,  1S76. 

ST.  DOMINGO  INDIAN  DIRGE. 

BI  MRS.  ANNE  WARREN, 

A  native  of  Walling  ford,  now  (lsr>9)  a  rtsidrnt  of 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 
[Suggested  by  the  description  in  Irv'ng's  Life  of 
Columbus.] 
The  sun  was  sinking  to  his  glorious  rest, 
Bathing  the  tops  of  dark  (Jibou's  mount 
"With  a  wide  sua  of  glory  —  all  w:is  hushed, 


Save  the  wild  murmur  of  the  silvery  waves, 
And  the  soft  evening's  breeze,  that  rose  and  fell, 
Scattering  the  dewy  fragrance  from  the  trees. 

*  *  *  * 

Oh  !  thi3  was  once  the  fairest,  brightest  isle 
That  e'er  by  the  blue  waves  was  circled  round  ; 
It  seemed  to  sleep  beneath  the  day-god's  beams, 
Like  to  some  bright,  sequestered  fairy  land, 
Rich  with  all  nature's  beauties  —  groves  of  palm, 
And  gorgeous  hues  of  never-f;iding  flowers  : 
Wild  fields  of  myrtle  and  white  lilies'  bloom 
Mingled  their  sweetness  with  the  orange  groves. 
Alas!  that  man  for  lust  of  glittering  gold 
Should  turn  this  Eden  to  a  dt sert  drear, 
Crushing  the  hearts  of  its  wild,  happy  race, 
And  dooming  them  to  dark  and  dread  despair! 
But  hark  !  a  wildly-sweet  and  mournful  strain 
From  the  far  distance  steals  upon  the  soul ; 
A  tone  of  mingled  tenderness  and  woe ; 
Borne  by  the  breezes  onward — nearer  still — 
The  swelling  chorus  bursts  upon  the  ear, 
3Iingling  the  tones  of  stern  and  wayward  chiefs 
And  the  soft,  silvery  notes  of  dark-eyed  maids 
With  the  rude  music  of  the  Indian  drum, 
As  thus  the  dirge  of  their  lost  home  they  sung : 

"  Woe  for  our  sunny  land  ! 

Our  green  fields  desolate  ! 
Woe  for  our  chiefs  —  a  gallant  band, 

Who  bravely  met  their  fate! 
Within  the  silent  forest  now 

There  rings  no  warrior's  shout ! 
Their  blood  is  on  our  cold  hearth  stones, 

No  tears  can  wash  it  out ! 

"  Weep  for  our  cabin  homes 

That  clustered  on  the  heath  ! 
They're  swept  away  like  withered  leaves 
Before  the  whirlwind's  breath  ! 
Weep  for  our  ruined  shrines,  our  smouldering  fires ; 
Weep  for  the  green  graves  of  our  fallen  sires — 
Oh,  weep  for  our  sunny  land  !" 

The  chorus  ceased,  and  Echo,  from  her  hundred  caves, 
With  hoarse  and  hollow  murmur  answered  **  Weep  ln 

-     MEDITATIONS  IN  A  CEMETERY. 

BT    REV.  H.  H.  8AUNDERS0N. 

How  lovely  is  the  scene  around — 
The  calm  how  sweet !  the  re>t  how  deep  1 

Where,  in  their  last  Ions  slumbers  bound, 
Past  generations  calmly  sleep. 

The  voice  of  falling  waters  near, 
The  rustling  leaves  above  my  head, 

Are  all  the  sounds  that  meet  mine  ear 
In  this  calm  city  of  the  dead. 

The  noise  and  bustle  of  the  town, 

Where  move  the  ro^tl'-is  trains  of  care, 

Are  heard  now,  or,  softened  down, 
Seem  one  low  murmur  of  the  air. 

IIow  many  now  are  resting  here 

Life  late  upon  its  billows  bore 
Awhile,  to  dream,  and  hope,  and  fear, 

To  love  and  sigh,  then  bo  no  more  f 
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The  sorrowful  an  d  wildly  gay, 

The  bloom  of  youth  ami  manhood's  pride. 
And  enemies  on  life's  rough  way 

Here  rest  together  side  by  side. 

The  maiden  with  her  cheek  of  rose, 
Whose  charms  were  the  delight  of  all, 

Hero  dreams  uot  iu  her  deep  repose 
Of  one  her  beauty  held  in  thrall. 

And  here  are  resting  not  a  few 

Who  hugged  the  idle  hope  of  fame, 
Till  Death's  unerring  arrow  flew, 

And  dark  oblivion  veiled  their  name. 

And  some  are  here  with  knowledge  high/ 
The  wealth  of  many  a  toil-spent  hour, 

Who,  with  all  lore  of  earth  and  sky, 
Could  not  resist  the  spoiler's  power. 
*  *  *  * 

They  sleep  within  the  quiet  grave, 

By  no  corroding  cares  distressed, 
Nor  sound  of  thunder,  wind,  nor  wave, 

Shall  wake  them  from  their  dreamless  rest. 

The  crash  of  twice  ten  thousand  spheres, 
And  earthquake's  shook,  would  now  pass  by 

As  little  heeded  by  their  ears 

As  summer  zephyr's  balmiest  sigh. 

The  sleep  that  wraps  their  senses  now, 
'Tis  not  iu  power  of  earth  to  break  — 

Yet  from  their  beds  so  cold  and  low 
Shall  every  peaceful  slumberer  wake. 

For  lo  !  the  eternal  trump  shall  sound, 

Blown  by  an  Archangelic  breath, 
And  rock  the  sea,  and  rend  the  ground, 

And  pierce  the  dull,  cold  ear  of  Death. 

And  every  tenant  of  the  tomb, 

From  east  to  west,  from  south  to  north,' 

In  land  and  sea,  shall  burst  its  gloom, 
And  in  unchanging  robe  come  forth  — 

Come  forth  in  that  immortal  dress 

The  changeless,  deathless  soul  shall  wear, 

In  rounds  of  woe  or  happiness 

Throughout  the  long  eternal  year. 

Mr.  Saunderson  was  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Ludlow,  Vt.,  five  years; 
acting  pastor  at  Wallingford  nine  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  contributed  to  our  "Poets 
and  Poetry  of  Vermont,"  which  volume  has 
also  a  poem  from  his  wife,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Saun- 
derson. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunderson  were 
among  the  earliest  of  our  literary  friends, 
and  have  always  remained  on  the  perennial 
li^t.  We  are  gratified  to  know  that  Mr. 
Saunderson  is  now  engaged  writing  the  his- 
tory* of  "  Old  No.  4,"  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
where  he  was  acting  Pastor  from  1S(>4  to 
1873.— Ed. 

*  This  history,  containing  much  that  is  of  d<»ep  inter- 
est to  every  Vermonter  is  now  finished,  and  is  publish- 
ed for  the  Town  of  Charlestown  iu  a  very  tasteful 
style  by  "The  Claremont  Manufacturing  Company." 
It  forms  an  octavo  vol.  of  over  s«  van  hundred  pages.  S. 
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BY  ALMOS  CHANDLER  H0PS0K  OF  WHITEHALL, 
N.  T. 

This  Town  is  situated  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Rutland  County,  bounded  on  the  N. 
by  Poultney  and  Middletown,  E.  by  Middle- 
town  and  Tinmouth,  8.  by  Pawlet,  and  W.  by 
Granville,  N.  Y.  It  is  not  known  from 
whence  the  name  of  the  town  originated,  or 
to  whom  belonged  the  honor  of  naming  it. 

The  township  was  originally  laid  out  6 
miles  square,  containing  23,0 10  acres,  and  an 
allowance  of  1,040  acres  free,  was  made  for 
highways  and  unimprovable  lands  by  rocks, 
ponds,  mountains  and  rivers. 

Oct.  28,  1734,  6,118  acres  were  taken  from 
the  north-east  corner  of  the  town,  toward  the 
formation  of  Middletown,  and  Oct.  31,  1798, 
nearly  4,000  acre3  more  were  taken  from  the 
north-west  part  and  annexed  to  Poultney, 
leaving  only  about  13,000  acres  which  now 
comprise  the  town.  The  soil  is  generally  good 
and  well  adapted  both  for  grazing  and  agri- 
cultural purposes. 

The  western  portion  is  moderately  even 
and  rolling,  the  eastern,  rougli  and  mountain- 
ous-; there  are  however  good,  rich  farms,  lying 
in  the  valleys  between  the  mountains. 

There  are  two  ranges  of  mountains  in  the 
town,  running  nearly  north  and  south,  and 
parallel  with  each  other.  The  eastern  range 
which  is  somewhat  the  higher  of  the  two,  is 
composed  of  three  principal  mountains,  called 
Pine  Hill,  Moose  Horn  and  North-east  Moun- 
tains. They  are  all  comparatively  easy  of  as- 
cent. Being  isolated  from  each  other,  and 
in  summer  dressed  in  green  from  base  to 
summit,  they  present  less  the  appearance  of 
a  mountain  range,  than  of  three  huge  hills. 
The  western  range,  lying  directly  east  of, 
and  for  nearly  2  miles  its  very  feet  washed 
by  the  waters  of  the  lake,  runs  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  town  from  north  to  south 
and  is  nearly  uniform  in  its  height,  which  is 
about  800  feet.  A.t  two  points,  has  dame 
Nature  hewed  gaps  through  the  rocky  wails 
j  which  divide  the  eastern  from  the  western 
I  portion  of  the  town.  Her  first  etfort  waa  a 
decided  success,  and  through  the  opening  thus 
formed,  runs  the  main  road  from  the  village 
through  East  Wells  to  Middletown,  while 
down  from  the  mountains,  through  the  samo 
opening,  tumbles  a  noisy  little  stream,  call- 
ed Mill  Brook.    The  other  attempt  above  re- 
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ferred  to,  was  not  so  successful,  the  passage 
cut  is  little  more  than  au  indentation.  How- 
ever, a  road  winds  up  to,  and  through  it,  and 
is  generally  quite  passable. 

The  eastern  side  of  this  mountain  slopes 
gradually  from  its  summit  to  the  valley  be- 
neath, and  in  some  places  land  is  successfully 
cultivated  on  its  highest  point,  the  western 
face  presents  a  view  entirely  different,  and  al- 
most startling  from  the  abruptness  of  the 
change.  A  bleak  and  barren  rock,  with  its 
front  cut  straight  in  the  direction  of  its  length , 
and  nearly  perpendicular  from  foot  to  crown, 
it  appears  as  though  the  arm  of  a  Titan  had 
hewn  one  half  the  mountain  away,  then  be- 
coming weary  of  his  work,  had  left  the  other 
standing,  and  a  grand  old  monument  it  is, 
with  its  beetling  cliffs  and  frowning  brow, 
serving  by  contrast  to  render  still  more  beau- 
tiful the  smiling  valley  beneath,  and  the  lit- 
tle lake  so  quietly  nestled  at  its  foot. 

This  beautiful  little  Lake  is  about  5  miles 
in  length,  and  nearly  one  in  its  greatest 
breadth,  In  two  parts  the  lower  and  upper 
parts  connected  by  a  channel  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  from  three  to 
eight  rods  in  width,  the  lower  portion  usually 
called  Little  Pond,  is  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  in  length  by  one-half  in  breadth.  The 
water  is  clear,  but  shallow,  and  at  the  upper 
or  northern  extremity  on  each  side  are  large 
cranberry  marshes,  on  which  that  fruit  for- 
merly grew  in  great  abundance.  An  anec- 
dote is  told  of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  who  wished  to  visit  the  friends  she 
had  left  behind.  How  will  you  go  ?  said 
husband  and  neighbors,  you  can't  go  on  foot 
and  there  is  no  money.  But  the  good  Lady 
was  determined  on  her  visit,  and  '*  where 
there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 

She  accordingly  set  out  on  her  journey, 
one  fine  morning,  seated  in  triumph  on  the 
back  of  the  only  horse  that  couid  be  spared 
in  the  settlement,  taking  with  her  a  large 
bag  of  cranberries,  with  which  to  pay  her 
bills,  as  she  journeyed  towards  her  dear  old 
home  in  Connecticut. 

The  lake  has  generally  been  known  as 
Lake  St.  Austin.  In  Thompson's  Vermont 
Gazatteer  it  is  called  St.  Augustiue  ;  and  it 
further  appears  that  as  early  as  I7r>7,  it  was 
called  St.  Catharine.  It  appears  from  the 
New  York  land  papers  in  the  otlice  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  at  Albany,  that  on  Apr. 
24,  1767,  a  survey  was  returned  of  5,000  acres 


of  land  for  Col.  John  Maunsell,  "  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  on  the  west  side  of  Lake 
Catherine,"  and  that  the  same  land  was 
granted  to  him  Mar.  7,  1771.* 

On  a  map  published  in  London  in  1779  on 
which  are  located' the  several  grants  made  by 
the  Governors  of  New  York,  up  to  the  period 
of  the  Revolution,  Maun3i-ll's  tract  is  mark- 
ed as  lying  on  the  west  side  of  a  body  of  wa- 
ter designated  as  "St.  Cath," — doubtless  an 
abbreviation  of  St.  Catherine. 

On  this  map  "  Wells"  is  engraved  just  east 
of  the  Lake,  and  "Pawlet  "  south-east.  The 
name  was  probably  of  New  York  oi  igin.f  and 
as  but  few  of  the  New  Y'ork  grantees  made 
settlements  under  their  patents,  was  soon  for- 
gotten . 

Merrit  Lewis  built  a  hotel  in  1859,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  lake,  about  10  rods  from 
the  water  on  a  lovely  rise  of  land  surrounded 
by  a  charming  grove,  and  opened  it  for  sum  • 
mer  visitors.  Charles  Potter  purchased  this 
property  in  1859,  and  fitted  it  up  in  a  stdl 
more  handsome  style,  making  it  a  truly  de- 
lightful smrniner  resort. 

It  is  said,  as  traditional,  that  Wells  was  al- 
so one  of  the  favorite  hunting  grounds  of  the 
Green  Mountain  Boy3,  where  they  would  meet 
and  spend  several  days  hunting  the  deer 
and  other  wild  game  with  which  the  forest 
then  abounded.  The  deer  were  also  watched 
at  night,  as  the  deer  like  the  mineral  springs 
where  they  come  to  drink,  and  a  spot  is 
pointed  out  at  this  day  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  where  they  dressed  and  hung  up  their 
venison  in  the  trees  and  made  their  rendez- 
vous. Ethan  Allen,  it  is  told,  was  frequently 
one  of  the  party. 

This  town  is  well  irrigated  with  springs 
and  small  brooks.  The  principal  stream  is 
the  outlet  of  the  lake,  and  on  this  are  loca- 
ted a  saw  and  planing  mill,  wagon  shop, 
wooien  factory  and  a  grist  mill. 

This  factory  was  put  up  and  started  by 
Benjamin  Lewis  in  1853.  It  can  manufac- 
ture 100  yards  per  day.    Two  factories  had 

*  G*t.  Hal!'*  'Eirly  History  of  Vermont.' 

fTttw  bo<ly  of  water  was  undoubtedly  named  St.  Cath- 
erine l  y  s  ome  Jesuit  Fathers,  who  early  had  n  mis-ion 
(imoag  the  Indians  here  and  had  their  stvtion  l-era 
trpnn  th*  shore  of  this  Lake,  we  have  been  told  by  g  i 
Catholic  authority,  for  some  time.  St.  Catherine 
BOUB  i*  wry  little  like  a  New  York  origin,  and  this  no- 
Conilt of  this  old  mission  should  he  of  right   the  fir*t 

chapter  in  the  history  ot  Wells,  leys  Ur.  Paul  in  Lis 
M-is.  on  Well*. 


WELLS. 


1191 


been  before  erected  on  the  same  site.  The  two 
first  were  burned.  The  first  was  built  be- 
tween 1810  and  20,  by  Rosweli  Goodrich. 

There  has  lately  been  one  or  two  mineral 
springs  discovered,  but  they  have  as  yet  at- 
tained little  or  no  celebrity. 

The  town  is  not  rich  in  minerals,  but  in 
the  western  portion  is  an  excellent  quarry  of 
building  stone,  aud  also  a  range  on  which 
are  found  boih  black  and  purple  slate*  in 
great  abundance. 

The  town  was  formerly  frequented  by  In- 
dians, the  finding  of  their  relics  around  the 
lake,  and  near  the  several  streams  of  water 
attest.  Many  a  broken  arrow  and  spear- 
head, the  writer  of  this  sketch  has  picked  up 
on  his  fathers  farm,  which  lies  on  the  shore  of 
the  lake,  but  tho  poor  red  man  has  not  only 
passed  away,  buc  the  traditions  which  ought 
to  linger  around  his  former  home  have  per- 
ished mostly  with  him. 

The  spotted  worms  made  their  appearance 
here  in  1824,  doing  great  damage  both  to  the 
fruit  and  forest  trees,  of  the  latter  especially 
the  maple. 

The  town  charter  was  granted  Sept.  15, 1761 
by  Benning  Wentworth,  then  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  in  the  usual  form. 
It  is  now  in  the  town  clerks  office,  and  al- 
though much  worn,  is  still  legible. 

The  town  was  chartered  to  Capt.  Eliakirn 
Hall  and  63  others. 

Noah  Andrus,  Bartholomew  Andrus,  John 
Avery,  Abel  Austin,  Asahel  Beach,  Titus 
Beach,  John  Beecher,  Samuel  S.  Beedels,  An- 
drew Beardsley,  Joseph  Brunson,  Joseph 
Bishop,  Samuel  Bishop,  Titus  Culver,  Caleb 
Culver,  Daniel  Clark,  Dr.  John  Dickenson, 
Rev.  Edward  Eals,  Joseph  Francis,  Zebulon 
Frisbie,  Isaac  Hall  Jun.,  Dr.  Caleb  Hall,  Hez- 
ikiah  Hall,  Dr.  Isaac  Hall,  Samuel  Hall  Esq., 
Steven  Hall,  Eliakirn  Hall  Jun.,  Samuel  Hall, 
John  Hulls,  Nathan  Hulls,  Robert  Hazzard, 
Joel  Holeom,  Reuben  Ives,  Steven  Ives,  John 
Ives,  Abel  Ives,  Titus  Ives,  Miles  Johnson, 
•Samuel  Jerome,  Gersham  Knot,  Jared  Lee, 
David  Lyman,  Daniel  Murwin  Jun.,  Thomas 
Murwin,  Steven  Murwin,  Joseph  Murwin, 
Caleb  Merriman,  John  Moss,  Lewis  Moss,  Jo- 
seph Newmarch,  Aaron  Persons,  Steven  Peek, 
John  Pierce,  Jacob  Parker,  Abraham  Parker, 
Benjamin  Roys,  Jared   Spencer,    John  A. 

*  A  building  with  machinery  has  been  put  iijt  to  pro- 
pare  tuii  stone  for  market.  Tho  quarry  was  opsuod,  a» 
It  in  called,  by  Mesirs.  of  — —  iu  . 


Tenieus,  Asahel  Thomas,  Thomas  Thibets, 
Hezekiah  Wadsworth,  H.  Wentworth,  WU 
liam  Williams,  Nathan  Williams. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  of  the  original 
grantees  settled  in  town.  The  early  records 
show  that  mo3t,  if  not  all  of  them,  resided  in 
Connecticut. 

In  the  original  plan  of  the  town,  there  were 
70  shares,  or  rights  of  land.  A  tract  in  the  S. 
W.  corner,  containing  500  acres,  laid  out  and 
marked  "  B.  W.",  the  record  says,  was  fjr 
"  H:s  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.,". 
and  was  accounted  as  two  shares.  One  share 
for  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gos- 
pel in  foreign  parts  j  one  share  for  the  glebe 
for  me  Church  of  England, (as  by  Law  Estab- 
lished.) one  share  for  the  first  settled  Minister 
of  the  Gospel,  one  share  for  the  benefit  of  a 
school  in  said  town,  aud  the  remaining  64 
shares  to  Capt.  Hall  and  the  63  others  who*e 
names  are  given. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  was  commenced 
by  Ogden  Mallary,  in  1768,  and  Daniel  and 
Samuel  Culver  came  into  town  in  1771,  and 
moved  their  families  the  following  year. 

The  town  was  organized  Mar.  9,  1773. 

At  a  town  meeting  warned  by  the  charter 

and  held  in  said  town  Ogden  Mallary 

moderator,  John  Ward,  clerk,  Ogden  Mal- 
lary and  Abner  Howe  were  chosen  a  commit- 
tee to  look  out  a  road,  and  mark  out  the  same 
in  the  most  convenient  place  througii  sa;d 
town,  the  road  to  be  6  rods  wide. 

"Voted."  Ogien  Mallary  pathm aster  for 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  and  Abner  Howe 
pathmaster  for  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

"Voted"  That  Daniel  Culver.  Joseph 
Lawrence  and  Ogden  Mallary  should  search 
and  find  a  convenient  place  for  a  burying 
yard  in  said  town. 

And  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  Novem- 
ber 1,  1773,  at  which  Ogden  Mallary,  Dan- 
iel Culver,  Joseph  Lawrence,  Abner  Howe 
and  John  Ward  were  chosen  selectmen 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Feb.  25,  1771.  Ab- 
ner Howe  and  Joseph  Moss  were  appoints  i  a 
committee  to  represent  the  tosvn  in  a  gen<  ral 
meeting  held  at  Manchester  in  March  1771. 
The  committees  from  the  several  towns  being 
there  assembled,  considered  "The  d  - 
I  act  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  for  the  sup- 
I  pressioa  and  apprehension  of  the  Bod 
Mob,"  and  voted  m  reference  thereto,  "  -»* 
as  a  country  wo  will  stand  by  and  I  a  I 
our  friends  and  neighbors  who  are  iud  Led 
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at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  fortunes." 

The  "  despotic  act"  above  referred  to  was 
passed  Mar.  9,  1774,  certain  riotous  acts  in 
which  were  declared  to  be  felony,  for  which 
the  offenders  were  to  suffer  death  without 
benefit  of  clergr.  The  "act"  names  Ethan 
Allen,  Seth  Warner  and  eight  others,  who 
prepared  an  appeal  to  the  public,  showing 
the  justice  of  their  call,  and  that  they  were 
determined  to  maintain  it  at  all  hazards.* 

What  is  now  known  as  Vermont,  wa3  at 
that  time  called  the  "New  Hampshire  grants". 
Both  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  claim- 
ed the  title  to  this  disputed  territory. 

There  is  a  story  told  of  a  certain  ass  who 
starved  to  death  between  two  ricks  of  hay, 
not  deciding  which  way  to  go,  until  she  had 
become  too  weak  through  lack  of  food  to 
reach  either. 

No  such  indecision  of  character  however 
was  shown  by  our  bold  and  hardy  settlers, 
refusing  alike  to  be  the  vassals  either  of  New 
York  or  New  Hampshire,  they  acknowledged 
no  authority  but  that  of  the  "  Great  Jehovah 
and  Continental  Congress,"  asked  for  no 
earthly  assistance  but  that  afforded  by  their 
own  "good  right  arms,"  Wo  ;  to  the  unlucky 
bailiff  who  came  over  the  border  with  a  writ 
of  ejectment  against  any  settler.  His  "Papers" 
were  not  recognized  in  the  Vermont  courts  : 
and  his  official  dignity  was  soon  humbled  by 
the  "  great  Beech  Seal."  At  the  town  meet- 
ing above  mentioned  the  inhabitants  of  Wells 
voted,  11  there  should  be  no  York  authority  in 
said  town." 

Apr.  4,  1774,  a  committee  was  elected  to 
obtain  timber  for  a  bridge  across  the  channel 
which  connects  the  two  ponds  that  form  Lake 
St.  Austin.  At  this  meeting  the  town  also  vot- 
ed the  soldiers  three  shillings  a  day  for  their 
se-vices 

The  first  marriage  in  town  is  thus  recorded, 
"Ebenezer  Welton  and  Catherine  Culver,  the 
18th  day  of  May,  1775. 

The  first  birth  :  "  Joseph  Moss,  son  to  Jo- 
seph Moss  by  his  wife  Esther,  born  September 
8th,  1775. 

Ogdt-n  Mallary,  Timothy  Moss  and  Reuben 
Searles  were  the  first  listers  elected  here,  Mar. 
11.  1774. 

In  1776  Ogden  and  Zacheus  Mallary  repre- 
sented Wells  in  the  Manchester  Convention 
upon  the  New  York  and  New  Hampshire 
claims — Also  the  citizens  of  Wells  voted  Apr. 
*  Soo  Gov.  llull's  "  Early  History  of  Verinout. 


1778  :  "We  would  dissolve  the  union  with  the 
towns  east  of  the  Connecticut  this  date." 
(See  History  of  Newbury  paper  by  Hon.  Hi- 
land  Hall,  Vol.  II.  of  this  work.  Ed.) 

The  names  of  the  freemen  living  in  this 
town  in  1780,  as  found  in  the  town  records, 
are : 

Ogden  Mallary,  Gideon  Searles,  Abel  Mer- 
riman,  Reuben  Searles,  Increase  Rudd,  Zac- 
cheus  Mallary,  Silas  Mallary,  Caleb  Smith, 
Timothy  Moss,  Barnabas  Moss,  John  Moss, 
Richard  Crouch,  Samuel  Culver,  Gill  Mallary 
Benjamin  Richardson,  Abner  Howe,  Jona- 
than Webb,  Alexander  Gordon,  Ebenezer 
Sumner  Jr.,  Joshua  Culver,  Ebenezer  Welton, 
Daniel  Culver,  Daniel  Mcintosh. 

"  So  early  as  the  spring  of  1784,  a  conven- 
tion from  several  towns  was  assembled  at 
Wells,  by  which  sundry  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed in  relation  to  the  general  sufferings  and 
embaressments  of  the  people,  and  a  liberal 
amount  of  execration  was  meted  out  to  the 
lawyers  and  sheriffs,  but  no  disposition  was 
manifested  in  this  State  to  oppose  the  collect- 
ion of  debts  by  force  till  the  year  17S6." 
TJiompsons  Gazetteer,  in  connection  with  re- 
marks on  the  Shay  Rebellion. 

Most  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  town  came 
from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  it 
is  not  hard  even  at  this  distant  day  to  detect 
among  the  inhabitants  traces  of  their  Puritan 
origin.  These  early  founders  of  the  town 
brought  an  indomitable  will  and  untiring  en- 
ergy to  their  work.  They  were  honest  and 
industrious,  but  with  minds  as  strong  and 
sound,  and  bodies  healthier  than  the  present 
age  can  boast. 

It  is  hardly  possible  at  this  late  day  to 
conceive  the  many  obstacles  with  which  the 
early  settlers  had  to  contend  in  obtaining  food 
and  clothing,  and  preparing  homes  for  their 
families.  The  old  people  of  to-day,  remem- 
ber when  they  were  obliged  to  go  barefooted 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  to  live,  as 
the  saying  is,  "from  claw  to  bill."  But  the 
time  mended  when  apples  were  very  plenty, 
and  cider  was  as  "free  as  water." 

There  have  been  four  distilleries  in  town, 
which  manufactured  brandy  from  cider,  and 
whiskey  from  rye  and  corn.  The  first  dis- 
tillery was  owned  by  Peter  King,  and  was  es- 
tablished sometime  previous  to  the  year  1800, 
the  second  was  owned  and  established  by 
Abel  Potter  about  the  year  1801),  the  third  in 
1S2G,  by  Samuel  Rust.    The  fourth  and  last 
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was  owned  and  run  by  Elijah  Parks,  about 
the  year  1829,  but  has  been  closed  for  many 
years. 

In  connection  with  the  distilleries,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  mention  the  whipping-post, 
where  evil  doers  were  publicly  punished.  It 
was  erected  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eight- 
eenth century,  on  the  common,  just  west  of 
where  the  Universalist  church  now  stands,  and 
was  7  feet  high  and  8  inches  square.  The  last 
person  whipped  at  this  post  was  a  man  about 
40  years  of  age,  who  for  stealing,  was  sen- 
tenced by  Justice  Samuel  Lathrop  to  receive 
ten  lashes.  The  punishment  was  inflicted  by 
the  constable  and  took  place  about  1807. 
The  old  post  is  gone,  and  only  remembered  as 
a  memento  of  the  past. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

It  is  not  known  at  exactly  what  date  the 
first  sehool  house  was  built.  It  was  very 
early  however  in  the  history  of  the  town  and 
as  soon  as  there  were  children  enough  to  form 
a  school. 

The  first  school  houses  were  made  of  logs 
and  warmed  by  fireplaces.  The  benches  were 
generally  made  of  slabs,  turned  fiat-side  up, 
into  which  holes  were  bored  and  legs  insert- 
ed. 

The  scholars  were  instructed  in  reading, 
writing,  spelling,  penmanship  and  arithmetic. 
Grammar  was  not  taught  in  the  earliest 
schools. 

The  books  used  were  the  English  Reader, 
American  Preceptor,  Pike's  Arithmetic  and 
Webster's  Spelling  Book. 

The  celebrated  Wm.  Pitt,  when  the  British 
Parliament  were  voting  money  and  raising 
men  to  send  across  the  ocean,  thinking  to 
crush  American  liberty  by  a  single  grip,  pro- 
tested against  the  measure.  Rising  in  his 
Beat,  he  told  the  King  and  parliament,  that 
their  efforts  were  useless,  that  their  hopes- 
were  vain,  that  the  American  Colonies  could 
not  be  conquered  by  force,  that  weak  as  they 
seemed  they  had  a  defence  stronger  than  En- 
glish armies,  one  which  British  guns  could 
not  subdue,  nor  British  gold  corrupt.  "  What 
defence  is  that,'1  says  King  and  parliament; 
It  is,  replied  the  fearless  advocate  of  Ameri- 
can rights,  "  Webster's  Spelling  Book.''  II is 
warning  was  unheeded,  the  hosts  of  Britain 
came — for  long  weary  years  the  contliot  rag- 
ed, but  the  "  Spelling  Book  "  conquered.  We 
used  Webster's  Spelling  Book  in  Wells. 


In  1779,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  vot- 
ed :  "  to  divide  the  town  into  two  districts  as 
nater  has  divided  it,  for  schooling." 

The  division  line  was  the  Pond  Mountain 
range,  making  the  eastern  part  of  the  town 
one  school  district,  and  the  western  part  an- 
other. 

In  1786,  the  town  was  divided  into  6 
school  districts.  There  have  since  been  eleven 
though  there  are  now  only  seven,  with  two 
fractional  districts. 

In  1803,  the  number  of  scholars  between 
the  ages  of  4  and  18  years  was  401 :  in  1830— 
2S8 ;  in  1840—224  :  in  1846—293  ;  in  1850— 
244;  and  in  1S60— 169. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  noticed  above, 
mainly  arises  from  three  causes,  first,  the 
small  farms  have  been  gradually  absorbed 
by  the  more  wealthy  land  owners,  thus  caus- 
ing the  number  of  families  to  diminish.  Sec- 
ond, the  emigration  of  the  young  men  to  the 
West,  or  some  other  parts  of  the  country, 
where  they  hope  to  obtain  a  fortune  more 
speedily.  Third,  the  small  number  of  chil- 
dren, which,  compared  with  former  years  are 
born  in  almost  every  American  family. 

THE  POPULATION. 

was  in  1791—622:  in  1800—988  ;  in  1810— 
1,040 ;  in  1820—986 ;  in  1830—880  ;  in  1840— 
740  ,  in  1850—804  ;  in  1860—642  ;  in  1868, 
(town  census)  687  ;  in  1870 — 713. 

EARLY  CHURCH  HISTORT. 

"  In  April,  1774,  the  town  voted  to  build  a 
'meeting  house'  on  the  east  side  of  the  ch.ia- 
nel  which  connects  the  two  ponds  that  form 
Lake  St.  Austin." 

Caleb  Lewis  and  four  others  were  appoint- 
ed to  select  a  site  for  the  house.  At  a  meet- 
ing the  following  October,  Timothy  Alliny 
and  four  others  were  appointed  to  hire  a 
minister.  There  is  no  record  that  this  com- 
mittee ever  acted.  We  Dext  find  in  1780,  a 
committee  of  three  were  appointed  to  hire  a 
minister,  also  in  17S5,  the  first  minister's 

name,  Murdock,  upon  the  records.  It 

is  not  known  to  what  sect  he  belonged. 

In  May  17S9,  10  acres  of  land  was  selected 
by  the  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  town  voted  to  build  a  church  there- 
on, 36  feet  in  length  by  one  story  and  a  half 
high.  This  tract  is  situated  on  the  rise  of 
and  about  midway  between  the  Pond  bridge 
and  Pond  mountains  and  on  the  north  *ideof 
the  road. 
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The  church  was  built  in  1790,  but  never 
entirely  finished.  Thi3  was  the  first  house 
erected  in  town,  for  public  worship,  and  was 
used  in  common  by  all,  and  after  having  been 
abandoned  as  a  church  it  was  for  many  years 
used  as  a  barn,  and  was  finally  blown  down 
during  a  storm,  Mar.  27,  1847. 

On  the  same  tract  of  land  with  the  meeting 
house,  was  laid  out,  also,  the  first  burial- 
ground,  where  lie  buried  many  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town. 

But  no  monuments  are  there  to  mark  their 
resting  place,  and  none  now  are  left  to  weep 
over  their  dear  remains.  Not  one  to  breathe 
a  prayer  for  the  soul  departed.  The  old 
grave-yard  is  very  neglected  and  lonesome. 

In  1799,  Simon  Francis  and  four  others  were 
appointed  "to  circulate  a  subscription  paper 
to  procure  means  to  build  a  hou?e  for  public 
worship  and  town  privileges."  The  following 
year,  1800,  the  second  church  was  built  in 
the  village,  on  the  site  where  the  'Universalist 
church'  now  stands."  And  like  the  former 
"meeting  house"  was  used  in  common  by  all. 
It  was  from  40  to  50  feet  square,  two  stories 
high,  without  stove  or  chimney  until  about 
1835.  It  had  neither  steeple,  turret  nor  bell, 
and  with  its  large  roof,  and  brown  weather 
beaten  exterior,  had  far  more  the  appearance 
of  a  large  barn  than  of  a  church. 

METHODI3T   EPISCOPA^  CHURCH. 

In  1780,  or  a  little  later,  the  first  Metho- 
dist preacher  visited  Wells.  His  name  is  not 
remembered,  but  he  inquired  for  the  poorest 
family  in  town  and  was  directed  to  the  house 
of  Nathaniel  Lewis.  Here  the  first  meeting 
was  held,  and  soon  a  small  class  was  formed, 
of  which  Mr.  Lewis  was  appointed  class 
leader. 

Rev.  Darius  Dunham  came  to  Wells  to 
preach  in  1789.  He  had  a  revival  and  about 
30  converts  were  made. 

Rev.  Shubal  Lamb,  born  in  Litchfield  Ct. 
in  1771,  and  who  came  to  Wells  with  his  fa- 
ther and  family  in  1780,  was  one  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  revival  and  soon  after  he,  obtained 
license  to  exhort,  and  soon  after  his  license 
to  exhort,  license  to  preach. 

He  was  or  lained  deacon  in  1805,  and  elder 
at  the  Pouitney  Conference  in  1830,  by  Bish- 
op Hedding. 

He  labored  as  local  preacher  for  almost  60 
years  and  died  in  Middletown  Vt.,  July  25, 


1852.  He  was  regarded  as  a  good  and  faith- 
ful minister. 

The  noted  Lorenzo  Dow  frequently  preach- 
ed in  Wells,  about  the  years  1797 — 98. 

In  1820  there  was  also  a  revival  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town,  when  about  25  persons 
professed  conversion.  Some  10  or  15  of 
whom  were  subjects  of  a  peculiar  manifesta- 
tion called  the  jerks.  They  were  affected  by 
a  peculiar  jerking  of  the  head,  hands  and  feet 
and  sometimes  of  the  whole  body,  accompan- 
ied by  boisterous  shouting,  clapping  of  hands 
and  wild  conduct  generally.  Some  of  those 
would  fall  to  the  floor,  and  remain  apparent- 
ly unconscious  for  some  length  of  time,  others 
would  whirl  around  and  around  repeatedly 
while  others  again  would  hop  and  skip  about, 
going  through  an  irregular  dance. 

It  was  claimed  that  this  condition  afforded 
them  a  high  state  of  spiritual  enjoyment. 
These  manifestations  continued  over  a  year, 
and  then  like  the  "Salem  witchcraft"  and 
many  another  unexplained  phenomenon  or 
hallucination,  gradually  passed  away. 

There  was  another  revival  at  the  village, 
and  about  twenty  persons  were  converted. 
Rev.  Lyman  Prindle  was  the  preacher  at  this 
time.* 

The  following  were  among  the  preachers 
who  labored  in  Wells,  before  the  circuit  ap- 
pointments: Revs.  Samuel  Drapon,  B.Goodsell, 
Jacob  Beaman,  Samuel  Lovel,  Anthony  Rice, 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  B.  Stratton  and  James  Quin- 
iand. 

Since  1836  there  has  been  appointed  to  this 
place;  Revs.  S.  Youni*,  Wm.  Richards,  Adam 
Jones,  A.  L.  Cooper,  P.  H.  Smith,  Valentine 
Brown,  Salisbury  Ford,  Wm.  Bedell,  ?.  ?. 
Atwell,  B.  S.  Burnham,  J.  B.  Searles,  James 
J.  Bailey,  Nelson  Boirt,  G-.  H.  Townsend, 
Moses  Spencer,  J.  E.  Walker,  Wm.  A.  Miller, 
H.  C.  Farrar,  A.  Robins  and  Wm.  Tiffany. 

In  1823,  the  Sunday  School  was  first  es- 
tabl^hed,  at  East  Wells,  Levi  Lamb  S  S.  Su- 
perintendent, and  at  the  village,  Levi  Lewis 
Superintendent. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  East 
Wells  about  1805  or  06, — a  poor  struct  a  re, 
and  never  finished,  and  which  in  1813,  was 
taken  down  and  removed  to  the  present  site 
of  the  church  put  up  and  finished,  but  in 
1656,  it  was  again  taken  down  and  anew  one 

*  D<K:ou*e.l  at  the  »£o  o(  "8,  Supt.  21,  1*5'.),  OD«  of  the 
parly  utul  valiant  introducers  of  Methodism  in  th« 
iitute — ft  meoibor  for  ovor  -10  joara, — Ed. 
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erected  in  its  place  of  more  modern  style  and 
in  1842,  a  new  church  edifice,  respectable 
both  in  size  and  appearance,  was  erected  at 
the  village. 

There  have  been  three  camp-meetings  held 
in  this  town  in  1855,  56  and  5S. 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHUECH. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Wells,  several  Episcopal  families,  mostly  from 
Connecticut,  emigrated  to  tins  place. 

They  were  destitute  of  Episcopal  services, 
except  occasionally. 

The  first  'minister  of  whom  there  is  any  ac- 
count, was  the  Rev.  Bethuel  Chittenden, 
brother  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  first  Governor 
of  Vermont .  We  next  find  the  Rev.  Abra- 
ham Bronson  who  resided  in  Manchester,  Vt, 
and  held  services  in  Wells  from  time  to  time. 

About  1810,  Rev.  Steven  Jewett  came  into 
these  parts  and  preached  in  Wells  and  Paw- 
let.  In  1815,  there  was  an  Episcopal  church 
edifice  erected  at  Granville  Corners,  N.  Y., 
and  the  Episcopalians  of  Wells,  united  with 
those  of  Granville  and  became  members  of 
that  parish.  The  Rev.  Steven  Jewett  be- 
came their  rector  and  preached  a  number  of 
years. 

St.  Paul's  Church  was  organized  in  Wells, 
April,  1824 :  the  first  members  were  Robert 
Hotchkiss,  Raymond  Hotchkiss,  David  Lewis, 
Daniel  Goodrich,  John  Pray,  John  C.  Hop- 
son,  David  B.  Lewis,  Rufus  Graves,  Harvey 
Parks,  Almon  Hopson,  John  C.  Hopson,  Jr., 
and  John  H.  Pray,  and  Rev.  Palmer  Dyer 
was  their  rector  both  in  Wells  and  Granville. 
In  1836,  Rev.  Darwin  B.  Mason,  became  rec- 
tor, and  remained  until  1839,  when  the  Rev, 
Lucius  M.  Purdy  became  rector.  During  his 
ministry  the  church  edifice  was  built  which 
was  consecrated  Jan.  26,  IS  12  by  the  Right 
Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Vermont. 

In  1841,  Rev.  Louis  Mc'Donald  became  rec- 
tor and  remained  some  3  years.  Rev.  Moore 
Bingham  from  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  succeeded 
Rev.  Mr.  Mc'Donald,  and  preached  occasion- 
ally, for  a  time 

In  1847,  Rev.  Oliver  Hopson  accepted  a 
call  from  the  vestry  to  become  rector  of  the 
parish  and  remained  until  August  1868, 
when  he  resigned. 

The  present  rector  is  Rev.  James  Upjohn, 
who  resides  in  Granville,  N.  Y. 

There  have  been  since  1836,  adult  bap- 


tisms, 23  ;  infants,  41 ;  marriages,  16  ;  con- 
firmations, 47  ;  burials,  35.  The  parish  at 
present  numbers  about  30  communicants. 

UNIVERSALIS?  CHUECH. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  early  settlers  in 
this  town  were  of-  this  faith.  Among  whom 
may  be  mentioned  Samuel  Culver,  Wm.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Goodspeed,  Winslow  Goodspeed, An- 
sel Goodspeed  and  Elijah  Parks,  all  members 
before  1S00.  To  whom  since  from  time  to 
time,  have  been  added  others,  so  that  this 
congregation  has  always  been  of  a  very  re- 
spectable number. 

In  1821,  Ktsv.  Aaron  Kinsman  located 
here.  He  was  their  first  settled  minister  and 
remained  until  1826.  This  same  year  "  the 
General  Convention  of  Universalists  conven- 
ed in  Wells. 

In  1855  the  old  meeting-house  was  taken 
down  and  a  pretty  church  edifice  was  erected 
on  the  same  site.  Rev.  Mr.  Page,  Rev,  Mr. 
Aspinwall,  Rev.  H.  P.  Cutting,  Rev.  E.  S. 
Foster,  Rev.  Mr.  Knappin  and  the  Rev.  A. 
N.  Adams  of  Fairhaven  have  been  the  minis- 
ters since  1826. 

The  membership  of  this  church  is  said  to 
be  larger  than  that  of  any  other  denomina- 
tion in  town. 

THE  PROTESTANT  METHODISTS 

have  also  a  very  small  society  and  a  small 
church  of  worship  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town,  which  was  built  a  few  years  since. 
They  have  no  settled  minister.  Rev.  George 
Smith,  of  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  has  officiated  at 
times. 

The  membership  of  thi3  church  is  very 
small,  and  they  only  have  occasional  services. 

SELECTMEN. 

1773 — Ogden  Mallory  3  years,  Daniel  Cul- 
ver 9  years,  Joseph  Law  ranee  1  year,  Abner 
Howe  5  years,  John  Ward  1  year. 

1775 — Zaceheus  Mallary  3  years,  Caleb 
Smith  1  year,  Caleb  Lewis  1  year. 

1778 —  Gideon  Searles  3  years,  Abel  Mc-rri- 
man  3  years. 

1779 —  Timothy  Moss  1  year. 

17S0 — Barnabas  Moss  1  year,  Ebeneier 
Sumner  4  years. 

1781 —  Joseph  Spaulding  1  year. 

1782—  Reuben  Searles  3  years. 
1783  —  Isaac  Andrews  1  year. 
1781 — Joshua  Howe  4  years. 

1785 — Jehial  Beardsley  2  years,  Daniel 
Wyman  2  years. 
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1787 —  Abner  Cone  2  years,  Samuel  La- 
throp  2  years,  Joseph  Button  8  years. 

1788 —  David  Lewis  8  years. 
1781 — James  Paul  1  year. 
1791 — Gill  Mal.ary  4  years. 

1795 —  David  0.  Blossom  2  years,  Israel 
Johnson  2  years. 

1796—  Andrew  Clark  14  years. 

1798 — Azariah  Darby  2  years,  Josiah 
Goods  peed  9  years. 

1802 — John  Pray  15  years. 
1804 — Jedediah  Darby  1  year. 
1806— Elijah  Park  2  years. 

1808 —  Socrates  Hotchkiss  2  years. 

1809—  Samuel  Culver  1  year,  Simeon 
Park  3  years. 

1810 —  Alona  Rust  2  years,  Levi  Lamb  3 
years. 

1312— Aaron  Mosher  8  years,  Raymond 
Hotchkiss  8  years.  - 

1813 — Benjamin  Lumbard  4  year3. 
1817 — Benjamin  Lewis  2  years. 

1819 —  Jared  Francis  5  years. 

1820 —  Joseph  Park  17  years. 
1823— Steven  Paul  1  year. 
1324 — Seth  Blossom  1  year. 

1825 —  Aaron  Tyler  3  years. 

1826—  Frederick  Pember  3  years. 

1828 — Elijah  Button  2  years,  Samuel  Cul- 
ver jr.  2  years. 

1530 — David  B.  Lewis  9  years. 

1836—  Anaposa  Rust  1  yeai. 

1837—  John  Barden  11  years. 

1839— Nelson  Paul  3  years,  Wesley  dem- 
ons 7  years,  William  Lamb  5  years. 
1844— John  S.  Hulett  10  years. 

1849 —  Nathan  Francis  3  years. 

1850—  John  C.  Hopson  4  years. 
1854 — James  Cor  4  years. 

1355 — Allen  Grover  4  years,  Winslow 
Goodspeed  6  years. 

1856 — Henry  Goodspeed  3  years. 

1853 — Orlin  Lewis  2  years,  Alonzo  Stevens 
1  year. 

1859 —  Wilder  Lewi3  1  year,  Calvin  Farrar 
1  year. 

1860—  D.  A.  Everts  1  year,  Russel  Pember 
1  year. 

1861 —  Alvah  Mitchell  3  years,  Darwin 
Hulett  3  years. 

1862 —  James  Parka  6  years. 
18(53 — Rodney  Lewis  1  year. 

1864 — Phinehas  Paul  1  year,  Marcellus 
Francis  1  year. 

186.5 — Darius  Park  1  year. 


1866 —  Martin  Park  1  year. 

1867 —  Nathan  Crandall  1  year,  Alfred 
Lewis  3  years. 

1868—  B.  F.  Hadaway  1  year. 

TOWN  REPRESENTATIVES  SINCE  1778. 

Daniel  Culver  1778 ;   Ithamer  Hibbard 

1778-  9  ;  Barnabas  Moss  17S0  ;  Daniel  Culver 
1781-4;  Abel  Merriman  1782-3-5-6-8  ; 
Samuel  Lathrop  1787-9-90-1-3-5-6-7;  Jo- 
seph Button  1892-4-1811  ;  Simon  Francis 
1793-9-1800-1-2-3-5  ;  Andrew  Clark  1804- 
6-7  ;  Samuel  Mix  1808  ;  Ira  Mix  1809  ;  Wil- 
liam Potter  1810;  Aaron  Mosher  1812-13- 
14-16 ;  Shubael  Lamb  1815-17-26 ;  Ansell 
Goodspeed  1818-19-20-1-9;  Jared  Francis 
1822-3  :  Seth  Blossom  1824-5-7-8-30  ;  Wil- 
liam Potter  Jr.  1831-3  ;  Calif  Munroe  1832  ; 
Joseph  Park  1834-5-6  ;  Samuel  Culver  1837; 
Allen  Grover  1838-9  ;  David  B.  Lewis  1840- 

1-  54;  John  Barden  1812-3-4-5-60-1  ;  John 
S.  Hulett  1846-7;  Harvey  Parks  1S48-9 
John  C.  Hopson  1850-1  ;  Nathan  Francis 
1852-3;  Nelson  Paul  1855-6-7 ;  James  Cox 
1858-9 ;  Hiland  E.  Paul  1862-3  ;  James 
Parks  1864-5 ;  Marcus  D.  Grover  1866-7-8- 
9-70. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

John  Ward  1773—76  Caleb  Smith  1777, 
Nehemiah  Higbee  1778,  Abner  Howe  1779— 
81,  Isaac  Andrews  1782 — 4,  Asa  Osbora 
1785,  Thomas  Lathrop  1786—90,  Elijah 
Park  1761—8,  Ansel  Goodspeed  1799—1645, 
(Making  46  years  service).  Artemas  Lewis 
1846,  William  Lamb  1847—64,  Rodney  M. 
Lewis  1865—70. 

The  town  clerk  has  with  very  few  excep- 
tions been  Town  Treasurer. 

CONSTABLES. 

Caleb  Lewis  1774,  Ogden  Mallary  1775, 
Abel  Merriman  1776,  Samuel  Culver  1777-8- 
8-3-4-90-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8,  Reuben  Searles 

1779-  S0,  Joshua  Culver  17S1,  Joseph  Lamb 
1782,  Shubael  Sumner  1735,  David  C.  Blossom 
17S6,  Gill  Mallary  1787,  Simon  Francis  17S9, 
James  Dunscomb  1799,  Socrates  Hotchkiss 
1800-1,  Ansell  Goodspeed  1802  John  Pray 
1803,  David  Lewis  1S04-5,  Seth  Potter  1806- 
7,  Simeon  Park  1803,  Reuben  Lewis  1809-12, 
Joseph  Lumbard  1S10-11-13,  Aaron  Tyler 
1814-15-16,  Nathan  Mitchell  1817-18-20, 
John  B  rough  ton  1819,  Levi  Thompson  18.21- 

2-  3,  Win.  Lamb  1824,  Jared  Francis  1825- 
6-7,  Win.  Blossom  1828,  Allen  Grover  1S29- 
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30-1-4,5-6,  Apollos  Hastings  1832-3,  Hiram 
Hastings  1834-5-6,  Orlin  Petnber  1837-3-9, 
John  Howe  1840-1-2-3-1,  Joseph  Smith 
1847,  Hiram  Francis  1843-9-50,  Barden 
Beals  1851,  James  Hastings  1852-3,  James  J. 
Rovve  1354-6,  Charles  Lamb  1S55,  Hiram  W. 
Lewis  1S57-3-9-60-1-2-3-4-9-70,  Edgar 
Barden  1865,  Robert  Wakely  1869,  Henry 
Clark  1867-8. 

SOLDIERS'  RECORD. 

Revolutionary  Soldiers  of  Wells — 
Peter  Blossom,  Phineas  Lamb,  Robert  Hotch- 
kiss.  Nathan  M.  Lounsbury,  William  Hart, 
Timothy  Moss. 

We  had  also  a  small  sprinkling  of  tories 
among  us.  The  farms  of  four  tory  families 
were  confiscated. 

Soldiers  of  1312 — 14.—  Taylor 

Samuel  Stevens. 

Soldiers  in  the  Florida  War — Bradley 
Lewis,  Samuel  Lamb. 

Soldiers  is  the  Mexican  War — George 
Kilborn,  Daniel  Bemis. 

civil  war  op  1361 — 64. 

Volunteers  from  this  town  who  enlisted  be- 
fore the  14th  Vt.  Regiment  were  mustered  in 
received  no  town  bounty.  Volunteers  from 
this  town  who  served  in  the  14th  Vt.  Reg.  re- 
ceived a  town  bounty  of  $  100. 

This  town  paid  for  bounties  and  other  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  late  war,  15,057.  The 
bounties  ranged  from  $100  each  for  the  nine 
months  men,  up  to  $  1,000  and  $  1,150  for 
three  years  men.  We  give  below  the  names 
and  regiment  to  which  each  soldier  belonged. 
Those  whose  names  are  starred  were  not 
residents  of  the  town. 

FIRST    VERMONT  CAVALRY. 

Lewis  Conger,  *George  Livinston,  *Char!es 
Cowles,  *Andrew  Taylor,  *Peter  Dickey. 

SECOND  REGIMENT. 

Charles  D.  Castle,  Ozro  Sprague,  Willard 
Woods. 

FIFTH  REGIMENT. 

Albert  Brookins,  William  H.  Lincoln, 
Roswell  Fuller,  Hiram  D.  Munroe, 

SIXTH  REGIMENT. 

*  John  Upton. 

SEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

Henry   Beebe,    Ariel    Howard,  James 


Sprague,  Thomas  C.  Reid,  Harvey  Guilder, 
Edwin  Saunders,  Albert  J.  Reid,  *Thomaa 
Downing,  *John  Moore,  *John  Newcomb, 
♦Charles  Riley,  John  Watts. 

NINTH  REGIMENT. 

Herbert  Bardenf  Hiram  Wood,  *Nye  O. 
Blake,  ^Franklin  Accome,  •William  T.  Fry. 

TENTH  REGIMENT. 

*Homer  Bradley. 

ELEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

*Sdward  M.  Gee. 

FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

Phineas  E.  Paul,  Wilder  Lewis,  Alfred 
Lewis,  MerritLamb,  William  Moody,  Lysan- 
der  Palmer,  Warren  A.  Pierce,  Geo  F.  Brown, 
Seth  Geer,  Elisha  Wales,  David  F.  Youngs. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 

Cyrus  Foster,  Edwin  F.  Lewis,  Theodore 
F.  Lewis. 

DRAFTED  MEN. 

Adam  Barden,  Marcellus  Francis,  George 
W.  Hadaway,  Edward  F.  Hopson,  Hiram  W. 
Lewis,  Orestes  J.  Merrill,  Hiland  Paul,  James 
H.Potter,  Horace  Spaulding,  Harlan  P.  Lew- 
is. 

Of  the  above  drafted  men  all  paid  comma- 
tion,  ($  300,)  each,  except  Harlan  P.  Lewis 
who  procured  a  substitute  for  the  sum  of 
$325. 

The  following  named  soldiers  were  either 
natives  or  residents  of  this  town,  but  enlisted 
in  other  states. 

HARRIS  LIGHT  CAVALRY  OR  FIFTH  N.   Y.  REG. 

Robert  H.  Parks,  Henry  Clark,  Edgar  B. 
Henshaw. 

NINETY-THIRD  N.  Y.  REG. 

William  Cooper,  Alix  P.  Ayott. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY- THIRD  REG. 

William  Norton,  Phillip  Potter,  Franklin 
Cook,  Horace  Tooley,  William  Tooley. 

THIRTEENTH  ILLINOIS  REG. 

Elvin  Reid. 

FIFTH  MINNESOTA  REG. 

Milton  H.  Pernber. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  record, 
that  this  town  from  a  population  of  637,  '- 
nished  60  actual  Boldiera  in  the  late  war  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  besides  10  who 
were  drafted  and  paid  commutation, making  ) 
fraction  over  one  tenih  of  the  whole  poj  I 
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tion.  Truly  a  roll  of  honor  for  this  oar  na- 
tive town.  Of  the  60  men  who  went  into  the 
field,  some  few  returned  untouched  by  sick- 
ness or  by  wounds,  more  with  shattered 
health  or  poor  maimed  bodies.  Some  laid 
down  their  lives  tor  their  country  amid  the 
smoke  and  din  of  battle,  while  others  still 
more  unfortunate,  were  dragged  to  a  captivi- 
ty worse  than  death,  and  after  counting  a 
few  weary  weeks  or  months  amid  the  untold 
horrors  of  a  Libby  prison  or  an  Anderson - 
ville  slave-pen,  insulted  by  brutal  keepers, 
wasted  by  disease  and  ernanciated  by  starva- 
tion, when  hope  was  dead  and  life  had  be- 
come a  burden,  at  last  they  too  yielded  up 
their  lives  martyrs  to  their  country's  cause. 

All  honor  to  the  noble  dead,  and  the  brave 
who  live. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES,  ANECDOTES  &C. 
OGDEN  MALLARY, 

The  first  actual  settler,  came  into  town  in 
1768,  was  moderator  of  the  first  town  meet- 
ing, and  for  many  years  one  of  the  principal 
men  of  the  town.  He  died  in  1811,  aged  91 
years;  Children:  Silas,  Gill,  Stephen  and 
Justin.  • 

ZACCHEUS  MALL ART 

Came  into  town  about  the  same  time  with 
his  brother  Ogden.  We  have  no  record  of 
his  history,  except  that  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Dorset  convention. 

DANIEL  CULVER 

Settled  in  town  1771,  and  was  the  first 
representative  elected  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, from  this  town.  The  first  marriage- 
recorded  is  that  of  his  daughter  Catherine  to 
Ebenezer  Welton  in  1775.  His  son  Samuel 
was  the  proprietors'  clerk  for  many  years, 
and  held  many  town  office*.  He  was  born 
in  1748  and  died  in  1831.  He  was  one  of  the 
leadiug  Universalis  in  the  town.  Daniel 
had  a  brother  Joshua  who  also  settled  here 
at  the  same  time  that  he  did. 

ABEL  MERRIMAN 

And  his  wife  Betsey  settled  in  1771.  Their 
children  were  Caleb,  George,  Samuel  and  Ab- 
igail. He  was  a  very  genial,  social  man  in 
his  character  and  very  fond  of  a  joke.  At 
that  time  much  land  was  sold  by  description 
to  people  living  at  a  distance.  One  winter 
when  the  pond  was  covered  with  ice  and 
snow,  he  actually  sold  and  deeded  it  as  an  el- 
egant tract  of  intervale  laud  with  110  trees  or 
stumps  upon  it? 


Samuel  his  son  lived  and  died  in  town  aged 
86. 

Carlos,  Son  of  Samuel  went  to  Illinois. 
He  entered  the  Union  service,  and  soon  after 
died. 

TltfOTHF  MOSS 

Immigrated  here  from  Farrington,  Ct.,  in 
1772.  He  served  in  both  the  French  and 
Revolutionary  War  .  Joseph  his  brother  al- 
so settled  in  town  but  being  a  tory  soon  had 
occasion  to  remove  to  Canada,  the  air  and 
climate  of  Wells  not  agreeing  with  him. 

Mr.  Timothy  Moss  died  aged  90  in  1823, 
and  his  wife  aged  83  in  1833.  Mr.  Moss  nev- 
er had  the  Doctor  till  his  last  sickness,  it  i3 
told,  never  lost  a  meal — His  family  was  one 
of  those  who  fled  at  the  approach  of  Burgoyne 
to  Bennington.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  the 
Churchills  of  Hubbardton — (See  history  of 
Hubbardton  this  volume). 

JAMES  LAMB 

Came  into  town  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  in  the 
year  1778.  He  reared  6  children,  and  died 
in  1809  aged  73  years.  His  widow  died  in 
1825  being  92  years  of  age. 

JOHN  PRAT 

With  his  son,  John  jr.,  came  from  Connec- 
ticut in  1778.  The  father  died  in  a  few 
years;  the  son  married  Elizabeth  Bellamy 
and  settled  on  a  farm  a  short  distance  East 
from  the  Pond  bridge.  Their  children  were 
Elijah,  John  H.,  (a  lawyer,  residing  in  Har- 
mony, N.  Y.,)  Marcia,  Amanda,  Malinda,  Bet- 
sy, Kezia,  Maria,  Sally  and  David.  John 
Pray  jr.,  was  much  respected  for  integrity 
and  a  worthy  member  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Communion,  and  was  selectman  many 
years.  He  removed  to  Harmony,  N.  Y„  in 
1835,  and  died  in  1814,  aged  74. 

Elijah,  oldest  son  of  John,  jr.,  died  in  Ter- 
shara,  aged  74,  and  was  the  father  of  Frank- 
lin, who  enlisted  in  the  Union  service. 

LEVI  FR7 

Settled  here  in  1873.  He  was  remarkable 
for  nothing,  except  that  he  was  a  believer  in 
the  rod-men's  humbug,  and  was  always  dig- 
ging for  money,  which  he  never  found.*  He 
j  died  in  IS 20. 

!     Mrs.  David  Fry,  sister-in-law  of  Levi,  died 
!  in  this  town,  aged  90.    She  had  an  only 
daughter,  Maria,  who  married  a  man  by  the 

♦See  history  of  rod-men  and  money-diggiog  in  his- 
tory of  MMdtatOWn,  ihia  volume. — A'-Z. 
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name  of  Kilborn,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  93, 
and  of  whom  the  story  is  told  that,  in  her 
younger  days  she  treed  a  bear,  with  a  child 
in  her  arms,  hallooed  till  she  raised  a  neigh- 
bor, and  kept  her  post  until  he  came  and 
killed  the  bear. 

JOSHUA  HOWE, 

from  Waling^ford,  settled,  in  1783,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Joshua. 
He  built  the  first  grist-mill  in  town.  He  was 
remarkable  most  for  a  temper  never  known 
to  be  quickened  under  any  circumstances. 
When  he  raised  his  grist-mill,  it  is  told,  he 
Btood  holding  a  post  which,  as  it  entered  the 
mortise,  the  beam  came  down  upon  his  toes, 
smashing  them  flat;  but,  with  unruffled 
countenance,  he  turned  to  his  sou,  remarking 
in  his  ordinary,  deliberate  and  mild  tones, 
"Joseph,  I  wish  you  would  get  the  crow-bar 
and  raise  up  this  post  I  should  like  to  get 
my  toes  out  from  under  it."  He  married  a 
Blakely,  of  his  native  town.  Their  children 
were  David,  Asa,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Joshua, 
Ruth  and  Eunice.    He  died  in  1800. 

Samuel,  his  son,  married  and  settled  on 
the  old  homestead,  and,  we  think,  lived  and 
died  there.  He  possessed  the  same  calm  and 
even  disposition  with  his  father.  On  one 
occasion,  after  having  filled  hi3  barn  with 
hay  and  grain,  it  took  fire  in  the  night.  The 
family  had  retired,  and  did  not  discover  it; 
but  the  neighbors  came  rushing  to  the  spot, 
and  soon  aroused  them.  The  old  man  got 
out  of  bed,  gave  one  look  towards  the  fire, 
then,  walking  moderately  to  the  chamber- 
door,  called  his  son :  "  Joshua,  I  guess  you 
had  better  get  up  and  go  down  to  the  barn  ; 
it's  a-fire.  I'll  light  my  pipe  and  come  down 
and  see  about  it."  He  did  light  his  pipe  and 
smoked  as  quietly  as  a  Dutch  skipper,  while 
the  fruit  of  his  summer's  toil  was  being  con- 
sumed. 

His  wife  outlived  him  and  died  at  the  age 
of  98.  Their  children  were  Samuel,  jr.; 
Charles  and  Chauncy,  twins;  Joshua,  Abi- 
gail and  Avis. 

Samuel  went  into  the  war  of  1812,  and 
never  came  back.  Joshua  resides  on  the  old 
homestead. 

MATTHIAS  AND  JOSEPH  BUTTON, 

father  and  son,  settled  in  1785.   Mr.  M.  But- 
ton afterwards  married  the  widow  of  Joshu:i 
Howe.    He  was  born  in  1732;  died  in  1811. 
Joseph's  wile  was  Sarah  Glass.  Their 


children  were  Rufns,  Joseph,  Elijah,  Polly, 
Eunice,  Lucy,  Sally  and  Charlotte.  He  mar- 
ried, 2d,  the  widow  of  Simeon  Pond  and  died 
in  1826,  aged  76.  His  daughter,  Charlotte, 
and  her  husband  both  died  the  same  day  and 
were  buried  in  one  grave. 

EUFU3  GLASS 

and  wife  (Hannah  Fuller)  emigrated  from 
Connecticut.  Their  children  were  Rufus, 
William,  Polly,  Arunah,  Alice,  Susannah, 
Lucinda  and  Roxana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Class 
both  died  of  the  epidemic  of  1813.  Mr.  Glass 
had  a  brother  Samuel,  who  settled  the  same 
year  that  he  did  in  Wells,  on  an  adjoining 
farm.    He  had  a  family  of  8  children. 

GERSHOM  GIFFORD 

came  from  Bennington  to  Wells,  in  1776. 
His  father's  house,  in  Bennington,  stood  on 
the  ground  where  the  battle  was  fought,  and 
the  family  sought  shelter  in  the  cellar  from 
the  bullets.  The  house  took  fire  in  the  height 
of  the  battle,  and  they  were  obliged  to  leave. 
Fortunately,  no  one  was  injured.  Mr.  Gilford 
died  in  1795;  and  his  wife,  who  was  again 
married,  in  1837,  aged  85.  Their  children 
were  John,  Samuel,  David,  Sally  and  Polly. 

JAMES  PAUL, 

from  Dighton,  Mass.,  in  1786,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of  Wells. 
He  died  in  1805,  aged  SO,  and  his  wife,  Abi 
gail,  in  1813,  aged  85.  They  had  a  nume- 
rous family,  among  whom  were  Edward, 
James,  jr.,  David,  Kiles,  Daniel,  Abigail, 
Ruth,  Jonathan,  Joshua,  and  Stephen,  who 
lives  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  rising  80 
years  of  age.  Eliakim,  son  of  Stephen,  is  a 
physician;  has  been  town  representative  5 
years  and  held  other  town  offices.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Coleman,  by  whom  he  had  chil- 
dren, Emmet  and  Sabra  deceased,  Nelson, 
and  Daniel  W.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  now 
a  lawyer  in  St.  Louis. 

HILAND  E.  PAUL, 

son  of  Nelson,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1836.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  town  superintendent  of 
schools  4  years,  and  represented  the  town  in 
the  State  Legislature  2  years. 

PETER  STEVENS 

came  from  Connecticut,  in  1786.  He  died  in 
1821;  his  wife,  Lois,  in  1820.  Of  their  sons, 
Samuel  married  Ruth  Howe;  was  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  died  from  wounds  received 
at  the  battle  of  Chippeway.    Joshua  was 
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drowned  in  Tinmouth  ;  and  James  H.,  who  is 
a  Methodist  clergyman,  and  resides  in  town. 

THE  PARKS  FAMILY. 

Elijah  Parks  came  from  Canterbury,  Ct., 
in  1787.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier ; 
was  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  and  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  He  taught  win- 
ter school  here  about  20  years,  and  was  town 
clerk  9  years.  He  removed  to  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  in  1S1L,  where  he  died  in  1813,  aged 
63  years.  Mr.  Parks  was  first  married  to 
Anna  Smith, — children:  Joseph,  Elijah,  jr., 
Nancy  and  Elethea;  2d,  married  Margaret 
Walker,  of  Granville,  N.  Y.,— children  :  John, 
Loren,  Simeon  deceased ;  Simeon,  Almon, 
Sally  Polly  and  Eunice. 

Joseph,  jr.,  held  the  office  of  selectman 
in  town  longer  than  any  other  man  ever  has  ; 
was  representative  3  years  ;  overseer  several 
years,  and  the  only  surveyor  in  the  town. 
He  married  first  Betsy  Wilcox,  of  Pawlet,  by 
whom  he  had  children  :  Cordelia  and  Darius. 
Mrs.  Betsy  Parks  died  m  1848,  and  he  mar- 
ried, 2d,  Phebe,  her  sister.  Mr.  Parks  died 
at  the  age  of  84. 

Robert,  son  of  Elijah,  jr.,  has  taught 
school  29  winters,  and  never  inflicted  corpo 
ral  punishment  in  the  discipline  of  the 
school-room;  but  he  has  been  ingenious  in 
selecting  other  modes  of  correction,  probably 
quite  as  effectual.  He  has  written  a  bio- 
graphical history  of  the  inhabitants  of  his 
native  town,  which  has  been  published  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  Wells,  by 
Hiland  E.  Paul  * 

Robert  H.,  son  of  Robert  and  Lucy 
( Brookins )  Parks,  enlisted  at  Fairhaven, 
Sept.  10,  1861  ;  transferred  to  Harris'  Light 
Cavalry,  N.  Y.,  Co.  F.:  died  in  camp  aged 
25,  Dec.  19,  1861.  The  husbands  of  two 
daughters  of  Robert  Parks  were  also  in  the 
late  war — the  husband  of  Octavia,  from  Va., 

*  He  was  first  engaged  as  the  historian  of  Wells  f<>r 
this  work,  but  after  he  hail  gathered  his  material, 
prefering  to  publish  in  a  separate  and  independent 
book,  so  did,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Parks  who  fur- 
nished the  biographical  sketches.  Their  joint  book  i- 
12  mo.  1">4  pp.  of  which  Mr.  Paul  furnished  the  first  57 
pp.;  Mr.  Parks  the  balance.  We  depended  on  Mr.  Paid 
alone  for  the  history,  a  number  of  years;  but  as  we 
secured  a  substitute  in  another  native  of  Wells,  when 
papers  were  refused,  t<>  say  the  bast  equally  satisfac- 
tory, we  forgive  Mr.  Paul,  and  select  from  his  and 
Mr.  Parks'  History  of  Wells,  issUed  by  "Tuttle  ,t  ('".. 
Rutland.  1869,"  whitever  we  estimate  to  be  even  of 
town  interest,  not  to  say  of  general  interest,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  papers  of  Mt  .  llopsou.  Ed. 


and  of  Florence,  who  married  Franklin  Cook 
of  Wells.  Cook  was  in  the  123d  Reg.  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  with  Gen.  Sherman  in  hi3  march 
through  Georgia,  and  saw  nearly  three  year3 
service. 

ISAAC  GOODSELL 

came  with  his  family  from  Washington,  Ct. 
at  a  very  early  date.  He  purchased  land 
and  settled  upon  it  intending  to  make  that 
his  future  home  but  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolution  returned  with  his  family  to  his 
former  residence. 

DANIEL  GOODSELL, 

son  of  Isaac,  who  purchased  land  in  Wells, 
and  brought  on  his  family  and  a  very  ugly 
dog  but  returned  with  his  family  to  Ct.  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  came  in  the 
year  1787  to  take  possession  of  his  father's 
land  upon  which  he  remained  17  years.  One 
evening  soon  after  he  came  here  as  he  was 
making  his  way  from  the  village  to  his  home 
through  a  road  dark  and  narrow  and  dense- 
ly wooded,  a  bear  suddenly  accosted  him  and 
soon  another  pressed  threatenly  behind  him, 
but  knowing  all  depended  on  his  courage  he 
kept  up  talking  and  scolding  at  them  until 
finally,  when  they  had  become  so  bold  they 
almost  touched  him,  he  managed  to  reach  a 
bunch  of  shingles  by  the  roadside,  and  draw- 
ing two  from  the  pack  made  them  snap  like 
a  pistol  whereupon  the  bears,  frightened,  ran 
up  Pond  Mountain  leaving  Mr.  Goodsell  and 
shingles  master  of  the  field.  On  one  occas- 
ion, during  the  "cold  summer  "  or  year  of 
famine,  Mr.  Goodsell  brought  a  bushel  of 
wheat  from  Shaftsbury  to  Wells  on  his 
shoulders,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles.  Many 
of  the  inhabitants  nearly  starved  before  the 
harvest  came.  The  settler  that  hail  a  bushel 
of  grain,  no  ma:ter  at  what  cost  or  labor  he 
had  obtained  it,  was  considered  a  rich  man. 
Mr.  Goodsell  removed  to  Honeoye,  N.  Y„  in 
1804,  where  he  died. 

WiLLIAM  COWDRY 

came  from  Connecticut  in  17S7  and  lived 
here  12  years  and  then  removed  to  Middle- 
town.  His  family  consisted  of  6  sons  and  2 
daughters.  There  is  nothing  of  their  history 
worth  recording  except  the  part  taken  by 

OLIVER  COWDRT, 

the  sixth  and  youngest  son,  iu  giving  to  the 
world  the  famous  revelations  of  Joe  Smith, 
the  founder  of  Mormonism.   Smith  being  too 
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illiterate  to  write  himself,  employed  this  Oli- 
ver Cowdry,  it  appears,  as  a  scribe  (see  the 
same  in  Middle  town,  this  vol.,  Ed.)  and  he  it 
was  who  in  company  with  two  others,  David 
"Whitmore  and  Martin  Harris,  gave  to  the 
world  5S8  pages  of  the  most  wretched  hum 
bug  that  ever  disgraced  a  nation.  We  would 
like  to  pelt  those  detestable  Mormons  for  ever 
having  dared  to  originate  on  our  pure  Green 
Mountain  soil;  but  the  multitude  seeking  out 
so  many  strange  paths,  all  diverging  so 
widely  from  the  old  path,  arrests  our  hand. 

ANDREW  CLARK 

and  his  wife  Mary  (Robinson)  removed,  with 
their  family,  from  Cheshire,  Ct.,  to  this  town, 
in  1790.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  man  of  considera 
ble  note  among  his  townsmen.  He  was  se- 
lectman 14  years.  He  died  in  IS  19,  aged  64, 
and  Mrs.  Clark  in  1^41,  aged  87.  They 
raised  10  children.  Freelove,  one  of  the 
daughters,  is  still  living  in  Poultney,  over 
90  years  of  age.  Another  daughter  married 
for  her  second  husband  a  man  named  Benja- 
min hider, — chiefly  remarkable  for  his  love 
of  cider.  It  was  an  undisputed  fact  among 
his  acquaintances,  that  he  could,  in  a  given 
length  of  time,  throw  himself  outside  of  a 
larger  quantity  of  his  favorite  beverage  than 
any  other  living  man.  At  a  dinner  one  day, 
in  which  Rider  and  several  other  old  cronies 
participated,  the  host,  for  sport,  neglected  to 
produce  the  cider.  The  wit  of  the  village,  a 
sort  of  rustic  poet,  noticing  the  lugubrious 
countenance  of  poor  Ben,  as  he  sat  down  to  I 
the  table,  and  saw  that  his  favorite  extract 
was  not  there,  meekly  folded  his  hands,  and, 
with  a  most  inimitable  air  of  pious  supplica- 
tion, asked  the  following  impromptu  blessing: 

"  Oh,  Lord  of  lore,  look  from  above, 
Ami  bless  Ben  Ri.ier, 
Whose  heart  of  oak.  with  grief  is  broke: 
Do,  Lord,  send  him  some  cider." 

Mr.  Rider  died  in  1824. 

ISAAC  ANDREWS 

and  family — wife,  Mabel  (Messenger,)  chil- 
dren, Isaac,  jr.,  Eiisha,  Mary  and  Mabel — 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  town 
Mr.  Andrews  was  town  clerk  several  years 
prior  to  1790.  There  is  no  further  record 
of  this  family. 

TIMOTHY  FULLEB 

came  in  here  from  Barnstable,  Mass.,  an<l 
settled  in  1791.  He  was  a  quiet,  innocent 
man,  and,  Supposing  others  to  be  as  clever  as 


himself,  too  often  became  the  victim  of  a  joke 
by  his  less  honest,  but  more  shrewd,  neigh- 
bors. Once,  with  two  others,  he  took  turns  to 
watch  a  cornfield  infested  by  bears.  His 
night,  on  taking  his  station  upon  a  high 
staging,  that  had  been  erected  in  the  centre 
of  the  field,  one  of  his  comrades,  a  Mr.  Coy, 
handed  him  the  gun  ready  charged,  with  di- 
rections, if  he  heard  a  crackling  among  the 
brush,  he  must  fire,  even  if  he  did  not  see 
the  bear  The  gun  had  been  charged  heavily 
with  powder,  without  lead.  After  a  little 
while',  Mr.  Coy  crept  to  the  edge  of  the  field 
and  commenced  breaking  dry  twigs.  The 
crackling  noise  soon  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  lonely  watcher.  Listening  a  moment, 
feeling  sure  it  was  a  bear,  and  remembering 
the  directions  that  he  had  received,  he  raised 
the  gun  to  his  shoulder,  and  blazed  away. 
Kicked  off  the  staging,  several  feet  down  the 
hill,  he  picked  himself  up  with  astonishment; 
and  several  rogues,  in  the  ?ecret,  came  rush- 
ing up  to  inquire  if  he  had  killed  the  bear. 
"  I  am  not  sure,"  replied  the  poor  man,  "  I 
am  not  sure,  but  think  he  was  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  gun." 

JOSIAH  GOODSPEED,  SENIOR, 

and  wife,  Jemima  Blossom,  emigrated  from 
Barnstable,  Mass.,  to  Wells,  in  the  year  1794. 
Their  children  were  Ansel,  Josiah,  jr.,  Alvin, 
Sylvia  and  Hannah.  He  and  his  wife  lived 
together  almost  60  years.  Both  died  in  the 
spring  of  1826,  both  aged  79. 

ANSEL  GOODSPEED 

and  wife,  Lydia  (Marston,)  settled  in  1794. 
Mr.  Goodspeed  was  town  representative  2 
years,  and  justice  of  the  peace  many  years. 
He  will  ever  be  remembered  for  his  honesty 
of  character  and  kindne>s  of  heart.  He  died 
in  1847.  His  wife  in  1850,  aged  SO  Their 
children  were  Eunice,  Sophia,  Oliver,  Clar- 
rissa,  Tierce,  Sally,  Lydia  (living  in  town), 
Peter,  Amanda,  Paulina,  Socrates  H.,  and 
Ansel. 

WINSLOW  GOODSPEED 

came  from  Barnstable.  Mass.,  in  1794.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  second  wife  was 
Viasa  Swift.  They  raised  a  family  of  10 
|  children,  three  of  whom  are  st:ll  living  in 
town.  Mr.  Good-peed  died  in  1842;  his  \v:;o 
in  16*53,  aged  90  years, 

DR.  SOCRATES  HOTCHKISS 

was  from  Cheshire,  Ct.  He  came  in  1795, 
and  commenced  practising,  as  a  physician, 
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soon  after  his  arrival.  He  married  Bethiah, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Lathrop,  Esq.,  by  whom 
he  had  two  daughters,  Laura  and  Sally.  His 
wife  dying  in  3803,  he  married,  2d,  Mary  A. 
Doolittle,  and  by  her  had  two  daughters, 
Bethiah  and  Mary  A.  The  Doctor  was  es- 
teemed as  a  physician,  but  died  when  but  36 
years  of  age. 

ROBERT  HOTCHKISS, 

a  soldier  in  the  French  and  English  war,  and 
who  was  with  Montgomery  at  the  taking  of 
St.  Johns,  and  who  also  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  settled  here  in  1796.  He 
married,'  1st,  Hannah  Hotchkiss,  by  whom 
he  had  children,  Raymond,  Oliver  and  Ma- 
linda.  He  married,  2d,  Mrs.  Lucy  Matthews, 
Wuose  first  husband  died  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  By  her  he  had  one  daughter, 
Hannah  D.  Mrs.  Hotchkiss,  2d,  died  in 
1821,  aged  73,  and  Mr.  H.  married,  3d,  wid- 
ow Sarah  Francis,  who  died  in  1834,  aged  76. 
Raymond,  ol  est  son,  married  Viana  Good- 
rich, first,  who  died  at  24  years,  and,  2d, 
Polly  Tyler,  who  survived  him.  He  wa3  a 
captain  in  the  war  of  1812  ;  was  justice  of  the 
peace  here  a  number  of  years,  and  filled  va- 
rious town  offices,  but  removed  from  town  in 
1830.  He  went  to  Pawlet ;  from  there,  in 
1837,  to  Granville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  76. 

JOHN  C.  HOPSO^,  SEN., 

came  from  Wallingford,  Ct.,  in  1795.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Persia 
Swift,  by  whom  he  had  7  children:  Almon 
and  Almira  (twins),  Persis,  John  C,  jr  ,  Oli- 
ver, Raymond  H.,  and  Almira.  His  first  wife 
died,  Nov.  27,  1811,  aged  41  years.  He  next 
married  widow  Bethiah  Lewis,  Sept.  9,  1813, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Orrin  L.  and 
Bethiah. 

The  farm  upon  which  he  settled,  and  which 
is  still  owned  by  two  of  his  sons,  Almon  and 
John  Ci  jr.,  was  then  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, and  many  a  sturdy  blow  had  to  be 
struck  many  a  year  of  toil  and  privation  ex- 
perienced, ere  the  forest  gave  place  to  fields 
of  waving  grain,  or  the  rude  log-hut  of  the 
settler  to  the  more  imposing  and  commodious 
frame  dwelling  of  the  farmer.  But  all  this 
has  been  long  since  accomplished..  Well  do 
we  remember  the  subject  of  this  sketch  (fur 
he  was  our  grandfather),  short  in  stature,  but 
with  great  strength  and  a  constitution  of  iron. 
His  frame  seemed  to  bid  defiance  alike  to 


heat,  cold  and  fatigue.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
strictest  honesty,  and,  in  all  his  dealings 
with  others,  was  never  known  to  swerve  a 
hair's  breadth  from  the  line  of  truth  and  in- 
tegrity; possessed,  like  his  Puritan  ancestors, 
of  the  most  indefatigable  perseverance  and 
indomitable  will,  he  commanded  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  March 
2,  1856,  aged  87  years. 

ALMON  HOPSON 

still  lives  upon  the  old  homestead.  He  first 
married  Clarissa  Chandler,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  Persis  C,  Caroline  L.,  and 
Almon  C.  She  died  in  the  year  1827.  He 
next  married  Esther,  sister  of  hi3  former  wife, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children — Heber,  a 
daughter  who  died  while  an  infant,  Ellen  E. 
and  Edward  F.  Mr.  Hopson  i3  a  man  of  a 
sound  mind  and  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
ligence, has  held  several  official  stations  in 
town,  has  taught  school  for  several  success- 
ive years  and  more  than  20  winters.  He  is 
proverbial  for  his  honesty  and  trusting  dis- 
position. One  anecdote  we  can  relate  will 
illustrate  the  former  trait  in  his  character. 

Several  years  ago,  when  cattle  were  very 
cheap,  he  had  a  tolerably  fat  cow,  which 
he  proposed  to  sell  for  beef.  One  day  the 
butcher  (George  Potter)  called  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  the  cow.  After  examining  her 
thoroughly,  he  offered  18  dollars.  The  owner 
hesitated,  took  another  look  at  the  old  cow, 
and  finally  said,  "  Well,  George,  I  really 
don't  think  she's  worth  more  than  16  dollars. 
It's  all  I  should  be  willing  to  give,  and  it's 
as  much  as  I'm  willing  to  take,"  and  so  >ld 
Mooly  went  for  16  dollars,  because  his  s:nct 
sense  of  honesty  would  not  permit  him  to 
take  more,  although  it  was  offered  volunta- 
rily. May  Heaven's  blessing  rest  upon  t:-.j?. 
my  dear  kind  father!  We  would  not  ex- 
change your  honest  heart  for  the  wealth  ot 
Crcesus,  nor  will  we  lose  our  faith  in  hu- 
manity while  there  is  yet  one  honest  man  in 
this  vast  Sodom  of  iniquity;  and,  although 
this  little  sketch  is  perhaps  already  too  long, 
still,  we  must  be  pardoned  if  we  add  yet 
another  item. 

It  is  of  our  present  and  only  mother  of 
whom  we  would  speak.  Nearly  forty  years 
ago,  when  but  19  years  of  age,  she  gave  hc-r 
young  hand  in  marriage  to  our  father,  and 
consented  to  be  a  mother  to  her  dead  Ulster's 
1  children.    Far  from  her  own  dear  h.  :. 
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entered  upon  the  duties  of  wife  and  step- 
mother, and  bravely  has  she  borne  her  bur- 
den. In  sickness  and  in  health,  through 
sorrow,  adversity,  and  in  prosperity,  she  has 
ever  been  to  us  a  kind  and  tender  mother. 
May  Heaven  bless,  too,  her  declining  years, 
and  may  her  life  of  patient  toil  be  rewarded 
by  an  eternity  of  rest  among  the  people  of 
God. 

JOHIT  C.  H0P30N,  JR., 

still  owns  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  farm, 
but  resides  in  the  village.  He  has  three  chil- 
dren,— Caroline,  Warren  and  Henry.  He 
has  been  town  representative  2  years,  select- 
man 4  years,  besides  holding  various  other 
town  offices. 

Aaron  Ives,  from  Wallingsford,  Ct.,  set- 
tled near  Harvard  Pond  in  1785 ;  He  died  in 
1801,  aged  53.  His  only  son;  Aaron,  jr.,  was 
killed  in  Middietown,  in  1331,  by  the  falling 
of  a  tree. 

Joseph  Lame,  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  and  his 
wife  Betty,  settled  on  a  hiil  in  Wells,  hence 
called  Larnb  Hill,  in  1773.  Their  children 
were  Shubael,  Levi,  Jarius,  William,  Betty 
and  Sarah.  Mr.  Lamb  died  in  1309,  aged 
73 ;  his  wife  in  1852,  aged  95. 

Phineas  Lamb,  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British, 
Tinder  Burgoyne,  settled  here  in  ISO i.  He 
married  Anna  Garfield,  who  died  in  1834,  aged 
72.  Their  children  were,  Dolly,  Betsy,  Susan, 
George,  Nancy,  Wm.,  Polly,  Harriet,  Lucy, 
Samuel,  Clark,  Betsy  and  Hannah.  Samuel 
married  Harriet  Potter,  enlisted  in  1831  to 
fight  the  Indians  under  Gen.  Dodge,  and 
never  returned.  Clark  married  a  Miss 
Hyde  of  Poultney  and  died  in  service  in  the 
late  war. 

Capt.  William,  son  of  Phineas,  "  vener- 
able in  years,  still  resides  with  us."  He  was 
Captain  of  the  militia  several  years  and  has 
been  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace  and  town 
clerk  17  years. 

Samuel  Lathrop,  an  early  justice  of  the 
peace  in  town  till  his  death,  died  in  1301, 
aged  64.  He  left  one  daughter  and  several 
sons.  One  son,  Zachariah,  married  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Button,  Esq.,  and  he  and 
his  wife  died  upon  the  f=a:ue  day  and  were 
buried  in  the  same  grave. 

David  Lewis,  Etiscopalean — Justice  of 
peace  in  town  several  years;  settled  on  West 
St.,  died  in  1S43  aged  83 ;  his  wife  in  1831, 


aged  76.  Children,  Aaron,  David  B.,  and 
Phebe. 

Levi  Liwis,  a  tanner,  lived  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  the  village.  His  children  were 
Artemas,  Levi,  Orlin,  Norman  and  Theodore. 
Theodore  was  a  physician  and  died  many 
years  since.  The  account  which  follows  oc- 
curred in  Mr.  Lewis'  fxmily  and  was  pub- 
lished in  the  "Mental  Report,'''  (1807,)  a  pe- 
riodical printed  by  Hartwell,  at  Bennington. 

"One  Mr.  Lewis  a  tanner,  was  engaged 
in  the  concerns  of  his  calling,  his  horse  at 
the  same  time  being  in  his  mill  grinding 
bark.  The  wheel  drawn  by  the  horse  was 
very  wide,  proportionably  high  and  above  a 
ton  in  weight.  It  was  made  of  wood  and 
rilled  with  long  and  hard  cogs  or  trunnions 
for  the  breaking  of  the  bark.  His  child,  a 
boy  of  two  or  three  years  of  age,  had  followed 
him  out  and,  unobservedly,  got  within  the 
circle  of  the  wheel  near  the  stake,  Soon 
after,  the  child  in  attempting  to  get  out  to 
his  father,  was  knocked  down  by  the  shaft 
and  the  ponderous  wheel  run  over  his  head 
and  crusned  it  in  a  dreadful  manner.  Two 
skillful  physicians  were  immediately  sent  for 
and  soon  arrived  ;  the  child  lay  apparently 
almost  lifeless. 

His  breathing  was  scarcely  perceptible. 
On  examination,  the  skull  was  found  to  be 
much  fractured  behind  by  one  of  the  cojs, 
and  over  one  eye  by  another  ;  from  the  frac- 
ture behind  several  pieces  of  loose  bone  were 
taken  out,  and  nearly  a  spoonful  of  the  brain 
removed  from  the  wound.  The  opinion  of 
the  surgeons  was,  death  must  inevitably  and 
spedily  ensue,  and  therefore,  to  attempt  to 
trepan  the  skull  would  be  but  to  give  pain 
without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  reaping 
any  advantage.  The  wounds  were,  therefore, 
only  cleansed  in  the  most  tender  manner  ; 
and  without  hope  the  ahTicted  parents  and 
sympathetic  neighbors  attended,  expecting 
every  moment  the  child  would  breathe  its 
last;  Its  breathing,  however,  becoming  more 
and  more  perceptible  ;  at  length  he  opened 
his  eyes  and  asked  his  mother  for  something 
to  eat.  He  accordingly  received  food  ami 
was  apparreritly  refreshed  thereby.  Nature 
the  handmaid  of  Heaven,  wrought  a  surpris- 
ing work  in  his  favor,  and  he  is  now  appar- 
ently healthy,  active  and  sensible  as  the  chil- 
dren in  general  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
residence." 

The  child  referred  to  above,  (says  the  writ- 
er in  1869)  is  Mr.  Levi  Lewis  now  living  in 
this  town,  upwards  of  64  years  of  age. 

Theodore  and  Edwin  Lewis  sons  of  Ar- 
temas Lewis  who  has  been  justice  of  peace 
upwards  of  20  years  in  towu — enlisted  :n 
the  naval  service  during  the  late  war  and 
were  both  in  a  number  of  engagements  witu 
the  enemy. 

Franklin  D.  Youngs  married  Adelia  S., 
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daughter  of  Lorenzo  D.  Lewis,  of  this  town. 
They  had  two  children,  Ida  and  Willie.  Mr. 
Youngs  enlisted  in  the  14th,  Reg.  Vt.  Vols., 
and  died  in  Brattleboro  camp  in  1863,  on  his 
way  home. 

Nathaniel  Lewis,  an  early  settler  had 
four  sons,  Nath.  C,  jr.,  Reuben,  Enos  and 
John.  Reuben  married,  was  a  physician 
and  went  West.  Enos,  who  remained  in  town 
until  1832,  when  he  removed  to  Harmony, 
N.  Y.,  had  one  son,  Bradley,  who  went  to  the 
Florida  War  and  never  returned,  another 
son,  John,  had  a  son  Abner,  born  also  in  this 
town,  who  has  been  a  county  judge  of  Cha- 
tauque  County,  N.  Y.,  and  member  of  Con- 
gress two  years  from  the  western  district  of 
New  York. 

Jairus  Lewis,  son  of  Ethelbert  and  Pau- 
lina Lewis,  married  and  settled  in  Poultney. 
He  was  in  the  Union  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  well  performed  his  part. 

Nathan  M.  Lounsberry,  revolutionary 
soldier,  resided  here  for  a  time.  He  removed 
to  Rutland,  in  1823  and  died  in  Clarendon  at 
the  age  of  100  years. 

Aaron  Mosher,  Esq.,  son  of  Daniel  Mos- 
her  of  Tinmouth,  married  Ruth  Richardson, 
of  Coventry,  Ct ;  they  had  9  children.  Mr. 
Mosher  was  justice  of  the  peace  many  years, 
representative  two,  and  at  length  removed 
to  Erie  N.  Y..  where  he  died  aged  90.  His 
widow  married  in  1869.  Austin,  son  of 
Aaron  Mosher,  became  a  clergyman.  He 
married  a  Miss  Earls  of  Ft.  Ann. 

Dr.  James  Mosher  married  Betsy  Tyler  ; 
practised  in  town  a  few  years  when  his  life 
was  cut  short.  He  died  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness  in  1816.  He  left  one  son,  who 
went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in.  1863, 
aged  21. 

James  Moody,  married  Abigail  Atwarer  : 
their  children  were,  Charles,  John  and  Wil- 
liam. Mr.  Moody  died  many  years  since  but 
his  widow  still  lives  (1S69)  with  her  4th  hus- 
band, Ransom  Bateman,  of  Poultney.  Wil- 
liam served  in  the  14th  Vt.  Reg.  In  1S63, 
a  little  boy  of  his  was  in  a  carriage  with 
him  one  day  when  a  runaway  team  came  in 
collision  with  the  carriage,  the  boy  was 
thrown  out  and  badly  mutilated.  When  his 
father  came  to  him  he  said,  "Pa,  I  have  got 
to  die;"  he  lingered  in  great  agony  till  the 
next  day,  when  he  expired. 

Nathan  Mitchell,  son  of  Ichabod  and 


Joanna  (Root)  Mitchell,  married  Polly  if  al- 
loy and  left  at  his  death  one  son,  Sanford. 
Dr.  Mitchell  died  in  1823,  aged  33.  Hia 
widow  married  a  Mr.  Witheral  of  Moriah, 
N.  Y. 

Franklin  Mcf  Arthur,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Louisa  (Simms)  Mc  Arthur,  enlisted  la  the 
7th  Vt.  Reg.,  and  died  in  service  soon  after. 

Dr.  Charles  C.  Nichols  from  Castieton  in 
1856,  has  since  practised  in  town.  He  mar- 
ried a  Spaulding  and  has  had  two  children. 

Epaphras  Nott,  a  cooper,  settle!  r-rar 
Joshua  Howe  in  1783,  married  Jemima  Sum- 
ner, moved  to  Central  New  York  in  172*8, 
died  in  184S  aged  98. 

Dr.  Wm.  H,  Parks,  son  of  Harvey  Parks, 
(who  was  representative  two  years  and  died 
of  cancer  in  1867,  aged  67)  studied  physic 
and  is  now  practising  in  Great  Barrington, 
Mass. 

James  Pearce.  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
lived  and  died  in  thi3  town.  His  children, 
were,  Isaac,  James  and  Amanda. 

Edgar  Herrigk,  son  of  Arch  and  Sophia 
(Pember)  Herrick,  enlisted  in  the  5th  Reg. 
Vt.  Vols.,  and  died  in  service. 

Frederick  Pember,  jr.,  son  of  Frederick 
and  Sally  (Stevens)  Pember,  went  to  Illinois, 
married  there,  had  5  children,  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army  and  died. 

Milton  H.  Pember,  son  of  Russell  and 
Adeline  (Hyde)  Pember,  enlisted  April.  1562, 
in  the  5th  Minnesota  regiment,  went  ou:  a3 
sergeant,  was  made  first  Lieutenant  June, 
1863 :  contracted  a  fever  at  the  Vicksburg 
siege ;  wa3  discharged  August,  1863  ;  re- 
turned to  Wells,  went  soon  after  to  Mr.  Ta- 
bor where  he  married  Ann  Croft  of  that 
town  and  settled  there. 

POTTER  FAMILY. 

Capt.  Wm.  Potter  and  wife  Phebe.  from 
New  London,  Ct.,  first  settled  in  Pawlet ;  re- 
moved late  in  life  to  Wells.  Capt.  W:n.  had 
command  when  young,  of  a  trading  vesseL 
He  died  in  1827,  his  wife  in  1835:  Children, 
Joshua,  Wm.  Jr.,  Seth,  John,  Abel,  Samuel, 
Phebe,  Sally,  Abigail,  Deborah  —  married 
Dr.  Reub.  Lewis. 

Wm.  Jr.,  married  Experience  Francis, 
raised  a  large  family;  went  to  the  Schrooo 
country,  died  over  40  years  ol  age. 

Wm.  Potter,  3d,  waa  a  m.\n  noted  as  a  .  gal 
counselor,  practised  as  such  many  yea:.-  -  I 
iu  1852,  aged  56. 
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Joshua,  son  of  Win.  3d,  enlisted  in  the  7th 
Reg.  Vt,  Vol. ;  served  3  years,  re-enlisted : 
died  in  service. 

Dr.  Samuel,  first  practised  in  this  town 
several  years ;  removed  to  Pawlet,  where  he  I 
died  in  1835.  He  married  Avis,  dau.  of 
John  Collins,  of  Ira.  Children,  Collins,  a  mill 
wright;  Fayette,  an  attorney,  lives  in  Pawlet, 
Samuel,  George,  Chas.  W.,  Edwin,  Phebe, 
Helen,  Lovina. 

Chas.  W.,  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  Abel 
Parker,  Jr.,  resides  in  town ;  is  proprietor  of 
the  celebrated  Lake  House. 

Two  sons  of  Ephraim  Reed  who  removed 
from  this  town  to  Tinmouth,  in  1863,  enlist- 
ed into  and  died  in  the  Union  army  in  the 
late  war. 

Jaeed  F.  Rtpley,  son  of  Linas  H.  and  Ma- 
li ala  (Mosher)  Ripley,  enlisted  in  a  Wisconsin 
Begt.,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

Edson,  brother  of  Jared  F.,  enlisted  and 
died  in  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

James  Spbague,  son  of  Elida  and  Char- 
lotte (Glam)  Sprague,  married  Melissa  Van 
Guilder.  He  enlisted  in  the  7th  Reg.  Vt. 
Vols.,  and  died  near  Baton  Rouge,  leaving  a 
wife  and  three  children,  one  of  whom  soon 
after  was  burned  to  death  by  her  clothes  tak- 
ing fire. 

Ozro,  brother  of  James,  enlisted  in  the  2d, 
Vt.  Reg. ;  served  for  a  time  and  was  discharg- 
ed and  afterwards  enlisted  in  a  N.  Y.  Reg., 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  wilderness 
and  soon  after  died. 

Otis  Taft  who  came  to  Wells  in  1856, 
married  1st,  Charlotte  Sprague,  by  whom  he 
had  three  6ons,  Lewis,  Austin  and  Cyrus  who 
all  enlisted  in  the  late  war.  Mr.  Taft  mar- 
ried 2d,  widow  Porter,  of  Poultney,  who  also 
had  three  sons  who  were  also  all  in  the  war 
with  their  step-brothers  ;  Edwin  A., in  Co.  G., 
Vt.  Cavalry,  who  was  taken  prisoner  in  a 
raid  near  Richmond,  under  Kilpatrick  and 
confined  for  a  while  in  Libby  prison;  Albert 
LM  served  in  a  N.  Y.  Reg.  of  heavy  artil- 
lery ;  and  Linsey  enlisted  also  in  a  N.  Y.  Reg., 
Mrs.  Amos  Tooly  died  in  1859,  aged  90. 

William  Tooly,  son  of  Amos,  was  born 
in  Wells,  enlisted  in  the  23d  Reg.  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  and  was  killed  near  Goldsborough,  in 
N.  C,  a  short  time  before  Johnson's  surrender 
to  Sherman  ;  Horace,  brother  of  Win  ,  enlist- 
ed at  the  same  time,  same  regiment,  was 
wounded  at  Dallas  in  Georgia  and  died  soon 


after ;  they  were  both  good  soldiers  and  th^ir 
deaths  were  heroic. 

Eliska  Wales  irom  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  mar- 
ried Laura  Lamb  of  this  town  and  settled 
here.  He  enlisted  in  the  14th  Vt.  Reg.,  was 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  died  on  his 
way  home  at  Vernon,  Iud.,  and  wa3  buried 
there. 

Albermale  Williams,  son  of  Abijah, 
born  in  this  town,  be:ame  a  physician.  He 
married  Ruth,  daughter  of  David  Goodrich. 
He  died  in  Dorset,  in  1830. 

Rev.  Philo  Woodward,  a  [  residing  elder 
in  the  Methodist  church,  residing  now  (1869) 
at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  was  a  step  snn  of  Win. 
Fisk  and  resided  in  this  town  till  of  age. 

Daniel  Wyman,  who  died  in  1787  was  the 
first  person  interred  in  the  village  burying 
ground. 

REV.  OLIVER  HOP30N, 

a  Protectant  Episcopal  clergyman,  graduated 
at  (now)  Trinity  College,  resides  in  Conn. 
He  married  Caroline  Allis,  and  is  the  father 
of  8  children, — William  (who  died  while  an 
infant),  William  2nd,  George  (who  is  also  a 
minister  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church), 
Edward,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Ce- 
dar Creek,  Caroline,  Elizabeth,  Mansfield 
and  Mary. 

ORRIN  L.  HOPSON, 

the  youngest  son  of  John,  was  the  wit  of  the 
family  and  an  inventor  and  mechanic.  He 
resides  in  Connecticut.  He  married  Susan 
Wilson,  and  has  two  children. 

WILLIAM  CROSSMAJT 

moved  into  town  in  1796.  He  commanded 
a  company  and  fought  bravely  through  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

AMOS  bowe 

C3me  from  Middl^town,  Ct.  He  settled  upon 
a  small  farm  near  the  Pond  bridge,  and  re- 
mained there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1844,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  Mr. 
Bowe  was  an  excellent  scholar  for  his  day, 
and  a  great  reader.  In  his  religious  belief, 
he  was  an  Episcopalian.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  children  were  Titus,  Amos,  Emily, 
by  his  first  wile,  and  Obadiah  A.,  Abner, 
Rebecoa  aud  Esther  A.,  by  his  .second  wile. 
Ho  died  in  1844,  aged  73. 

OBADIAH  A.  BOWE, 

son  of  Amos,  was  horn  in  Wells  in  1807.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  printer  in  the  Northern 
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Spectator  Office,  at  Poultney,  and  was  for  a 
time  an  apprentice  in  the  same  office  with 
Horace  Greeley.  He  became  one  of  the  early 
and  leading  anti-slavery  men,  and  for  several 
years  edited  an  Abolition  paper  in  the  town 
of  Herkimer,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable talent,  and  a  fair  writer.  He  died 
of  a  fever,  in  1859,  in  New  York  City,  aged 
59  years. 

The  following  lines  written  by  him  on  his 
fiftieth  birth-day,  although  by  no  means 
among  the  best  productions  of  his  pen,  are 
still  rather  pretty. 

LINES  ON  MY  FIFTIETH  BIRTHDAY.. 
BY  0.  A.  BOWI. 

Youth,  Childhood,  Infancy,— adieu! 

The  dearest  friends  must  part,  you  know; 
I've  spent  a  good  long  time  with  you — 

"The  hour  is  late,  and  I  must  go. 

"Old  Age,"  a  sober  friend  of  mine, 
Says  I  must  come  with  him  to  stay; 

Heaven  knows  I  cannot  well  decline — 
I'm  fifty  years  of  age  to-day. 

How  strange  it  seems  to  be  so  old ! 

How  sad  to  be  so  little  wise  ! 
What  wrecks  of  time  do  I  behold, 

As  back  I  turn  my  failing  eyes  I 

Old  Home,  where  first  I  saw  the  dawn, 
And  felt  the  life-blood  at  my  heart, — 

Where  is  thy  life  and  freshness  gone  ! 
How  sad  and  desolate  thou  art ! 

What  radiant  hopes  of  boyhood's  time, 
What  cherished  dreams  have  passed  away  I 

The  friends  of  youth's  unclouded  prime, 
My  father's  household,— where  tire  they  1 

My  schoolmates  two  score  years  ago, 

The  dwellers  round  on  every  side; 
80  many  forms  I  used  to  know, 

All  are  dispersed,  and  most  have  died. 

SONNET. 

Suggested  during  a  walk  in  Autumn,  by  Vie  Viought  of  a 
departed  relative. 

[Mr.  Bow«  died  in  1858  or '9.  An  obituary  appeared  in 
the  New  York  Sun  at  the  time.  Ed.] 

Br  0.  A.  Bows. 

Do  the  Dead  view  us,  in  our  daily  rounds  ? 

Do  they  r ..>„urd  us  from  their  homes  above — 

Gazing  npoTi  us  with  their  eyes  of  love, 
And  listening  calmly  to  mir  voices  sounds! 
Do  they  regret  when  paosiou  fills  our  souls, 

Or  pride  or  wt-Hkiieti*  tempts  our  feet  astray  ? 
Do  they  rejoice  when  love  the  heart  controls, 

And  peace  and  goodness  hover  round  our  way  ? 


Lamented  parent !  through  yon  opening  cloud 
Thy  well  remembered  face  I  seem  to  se«  ; 

Ah,  be  the  bending  heavens  in  pity  bowed 
That  I  may  find  myself  yet  nearer  the*  J 

It  is  thy  form — 'tis  thy  paternal  hand, 

Thus  beckoning  to  me  from  the  Better  Land. 

ALLEN  GEOVER, 

son  of  Nathaniel,  who  settled  here  about 
1800,  was,  for  many  years,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen;  was  representative  2  years ;  selectman, 
constable,  &c,  many  years ;  died  in  1865, 
aged  63.  Allen  C,  his  eldest  son,  is  a  physi- 
cian, and  resides  in  town.  Marcos  D.,  an- 
other son,  is  a  lawyer,  and  has  represented 
Wells  in  the  State  legislature  the  last  4  years 
(186 — ),  being  the  youngest  man  ever  elected 
in  town. 

In  Messrs.  Paul's  and  Park's  History  of 
Wells,  are  the  following  items  not  found  in 
Mr.  Hopson's  record : 

Daniel  Atwater,  of  this  town,  and  his  wife, 
Lois,  died  in  1861,  the  husband  one  day  be- 
fore the  wife,  and  were  buried  in  one  grave. 

Robert  E.  Wakeley,  who  resided  here  sev- 
eral years,  was  killed  instantly  by  the  failing 
timbers  of  a  barn. 

John  Barden,  of  this  town,  representative 
for  several  years,  for  a  number  of  sessions 
has  been  door-keeper  of  the  House  of  the 
Legislature. 

Robert  Beebe  and  wife,  Abigail  (Martin), 
from  Connecticut,  were  early  settlers.  Mr. 
Beebe  died  in  1813,  of  apoplexy;  children: 
Ephraim,  Aaron,  Ozias,  Silas,  Robert  and 
Sally. 

David  Blossom,  from  Massachusetts,  vras 
also  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Children :  Da- 
vid Cm  William,  Joseph  and  Chloe.  Joseph 
was  a  physician  and  practised  m  Granvilk-. 
N.  Y.,  adjoining.  Mr.  Blossom  removed  from 
Wells  in  1804, 

Peter  Blossom  came  with  his  brother,  Da- 
vid, and  settled  where  R.  M.  Lewis  now  lives. 
He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  he 
had  three  children:  Seth,  John  and  Hannah. 
Mr.  Blossom  had  been  a  privateer  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  the  American  service, 
and  used  to  take  great  pride  in  telling  his 
bold  and  daring  feats.  His  son,  Seth,  was 
town  representative  from  Wells  a  number 
of  years. 

SAMUEL  BR0UGHT05 

and  wife,  Rachel  (Dowel),  were  early  settlers 
from  Connecticut.  Their  children  Were  '  1 
daughters,  Sophia  and  Emilia.    Mr.  Bl  •- 
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toil,  "  for  his  love  of  litigation,  became  the 
terror  of  the  community  in 'which  he  lived." 
"  It  seemed  to  be  hi3  ruling  passion  through 
life."  At  70  years  of  age,  he  won  an  im- 
portant suit.  He  removed  to  Moriab,  N.  Y., 
in  1825,  where  he  died,  in  1S64,  aged  95. 

While  he  resided  in  Wells,  he  was  afflicted 
with  a  lung  difficulty,  and  had  so  strong  a 
belief  that  if  he  could  obtain  the  heart  of  a 
rattlesnake  and  swallow  it  while  warm  that, 
meeting  Joseph  Parks  at  the  favorable  mo- 
ment when  he  had  just  killed  one  of  these 
snakes,  on  his  way  to  church  one  Sabbath, 
Mr.  Broughton  requested  him  to  get  the 
heart  of  the  snake  for  him ;  and  Mr.  Parks 
extracted  the  heart,  and  put  it  into  Mr. 
Broughton's  hand  while  still  beating,  and  he, 
Broughton,  swaliowad  it.  This  was  in  1821, 
and  he  always  averred  he  was  cured  by  it. 

Ebenezer  Butts  and  -wife,  Prudence 
(Glass),  from  Canterbury,  Ct.,  settled  here 
about  1787.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  the  hill  on  which  he  set- 
tled, is  known  to  this  day  as  Butts'  Hill. 
Their  children  were  Rufus,  Nathan,  Ezra, 
James,  Sally,  Assenath  and  Sybil.  No  record 
has  been  found  of  their  age  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.) 
They  have  been  dead  more  than  40  years. 

Charles  D.  Tracy,  son  of  Castle  Tracy, 
enlisted  in  the  U.S.  service  in  1362,  and  died 
in  the  war.  One  of  Tracy's  sisters  married 
Albert  Culver,  who  was  in  the  Union  ser- 
vice and  a  good  soldier.  While  operating 
upon  a  pocket  revolver,  he  accidentally  dis- 
charged a  ball  that  entered  his  wrist,  and 
from  which  he  died  in  a  few  days. 

Clark  Stephen  and  wife,  Patience  (Gran- 
nis),  from  Connecticut,  were  early  settlers. 
Children:  Luman,  Stephen  L.,  Loviua,  Lydia 
and  Esther.  Mrs.  Clark  died  in  1809.  Mr. 
Clark  married,  2d,  widow  Roxana  Beebe,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Simon. 

Mr.  Clark  had  been,  in  early  life,  a  teacher; 
was  justice  of  the  peace  here  a  number  of 
years.  His  son,  Bishop,  was  accidentally 
killed  in  his  17th  year.  While  felling  a  tree 
with  David  B.  Lewie,  the  ax  came  off  from 
the  helve  of  Mr.  Lewis's  ax  and  struck  in 
the  young  man's  thigh.  He  died  in  a  few 
hours  from  the  wound.  It  was  a  sad  event 
for  the  yet  young  settlement ;  for  the  doting 
parents — he  was  their  youngest  son — and  for 
Mr.  Lewis,  who  was  associated  with  him  in 
the  sad  event.  But  no  blame  was  ever  at- 
tached to  Mr.  Lewis. 


Williah  Grossman,  who  settled  in  Weil*, 
in  1796,  commanded  a  company  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  married  Eunice  W. 
Lewis.  Their  children,  all  born  in  town, 
were  Jacob  L.,  Pamelia  and  William,  jr. 
He  removed  from  town  many  years  since. 
(No  further  record  of  him  is  given,  probauiy 
could  not  be  found.) — Ed. 

Wesley  Clemons,  son  of  Michael  and 
Eunice  Clemons,  and  grandson  of  Thomas  and 
Mehitable  Clemons,  settlers  of  1783,  from 
Worthington,  Mass.,  married  Lucretia  Smith, 
of  Granville,  N.  Y.,  and  resided  on  the  home- 
stead oi  his  father  in  Wells.  He  was  justice 
of  the  peace  many  years,  and  held  various 
town  offices,  almost  continually,  till  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  was  sudden,  of  heart 
disease.  While  driving  some  sheep  a  short 
distance  from  his  house,  he  fell  dead  (in  1841, 
aged  46.)  He  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  had  been 
ai>o  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention in  ld34.  He  left  a  wife  and  eleven 
children. 

Martin  V.  B.  Clemons.  son  of  Wm.  A.  and 
Eunice  (Mc  Crees)  Clemons,  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  of '61,  and  died  in  the  Union  service. 

Hug  a  Clemons,  brother  of  William,  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  rebel  outbreak,  resided 
with  a  sifter  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
conscripted  into  the  rebel  service  and  com- 
pelled to  fight  in  their  ranks  till  the  battle 
of  Gettysburgh,  when  he  effected  an  escape 
to  the  Union  lines. 

James  Cox  (in  the  list  of  representatives 
two  years)  was  from  Pawlet  and  removed  to 
Poultney,  in  1S63. 

Abner  Cone,  one  of  the  first  men  here, 
settled  where  James  H.  Parks  now  lives, — 
the  place  being  then  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
His  children  were  Abner,  Enoch,  Noah,  Ly- 
dia, Rachel,  Polly,  John  and  Joseph. 

Erenezes  Dart  and  wife  Hannah  (Pratt) 
lived  in  this  town  several  years.  He  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  drew  a  pension, 
lie  died  near  fifty  years  since. 

John  S.  Davis,  another  Revolutionary  sal- 
dier,  came  from  Granville,  N.  Y.,  here  in  IS15. 
His  wife's  name  was  Tryphena  Olds.  They 
had  children:  John,  George,  Stephen,  Ira, 
Cyril  (resides  in  Granville,  N.  Y.)  Polly 
Annis,  Lucretia,  T'-yphmi,  Esther  and  Bet- 
ty, Mr.  Davis  drew  a  pension  many  yeftM 
before  his  death  in  IMG,  a^«-d  941 

Simon   F&akcis,   from    Wallingford,  Ct., 
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representative  of  Wells  several  years,  re- 
moved West,  where  he  died  several  years 
since. 

Anson  Nichols,  step-son  of  George  King, 
of  this  town,  enlisted,  in  1823,  in  Naval  ser- 
vice of  United  States  under  Commodore  Perry 
in  his  expedition  against  the  pirates  and 
never  returned. 

Seth  Geer,  son  of  Cyras  and  Lucy  Geer, 
and  grandson  of  Ally*  and  Cynthia  Geer, 
married,  first,  Laura  Lewis,  of  Wells ;  2d, 
Mary  Pierce,  of  Pawlet,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children.  He  enlisted  in  1862,  in  Co.  B, 
14th  Reg.,  Vt.  Vols.,  for  9  months,  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh.  While  in  ser- 
vice he  contracted  a  disease  which  caused  his 
death  in  1S63,  soon  after  his  return  home  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term.  He  was  aged  33. 
His  widow  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  Co., 
N.  Y. 

David  Gray,  from  Arlington,  settled  in 
the  wilderness  east  of  the  Ryder  farm,  in 
1794.  He  married  Sally  Cole.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Henry  (representative  from  Ar- 
lington in  1853),  Richard,  Fedro,  Polly,  Da- 
vid, Lyman  and  Harriet.  Mr.  Gray  left 
Wells  in  1813. 

Allen  Grover,  son  of  Nathaniel,  who  set- 
tled from  Massachusetts,  about  1800,  married 
Mrs.  Rachel  Harndon  (widow)  from  Poultney. 
He  carried  on  the  merchant's  business  here 
more  than  30  years  ;  was  a  teacher  of  winter 
district  schools  11  years ;  representative  to 
the  Legislature  2  years;  selectman  and  con- 
stable several  years.  He  died  in  1865,  aged 
63.  Children  :  Luthera  (wife  of  W.  H.  Hill, 
merchant  in  Wells),  Allen  C,  physician,  and 
Marcus  D.,  lawyer — both  of  Wells — the  latter 
representative  3  years. 

David  Howe,  (birth,  death  and  age  not 
given),  son  of  Joshua,  married  Phebe  Cole 
Children  :  Jane,  Obed,  David,  jr.,  and  several 
daughters.  Mrs.  Howe  died  a  few  years  since, 
aged  95  years. 

John  Howe,  son  of  David,  jr.,  enlisted  and 
served  in  the  late  war  till  its  close ;  returned 
and  was  drowned,  in  1866,  in  Wells  pond, 
while  bathing. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hoell,  from  Saranac,  N.  Y., 
married  Luthera  Grover,  and  resides  in  the 
village  of  Wells.  "  Hia  clerical  duties  are 
of  a  local  sort,"  and  for  several  years  he 
has  been  in  the  mercantile  business. 

•  Ally  Geer  raised  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  left 
towu  lut  Cyrua,  who  died  lu  Wells,  18U2. 


Wm.  Hunt,  another  Revolutionary  hero, 
resided  in  this  town  several  years.  He  was 
born  in  England,  but  espoused  the  colonial 
cause,  served  through  the  war,  and  was  in 
the  battle  of  Yorktown  at  the  taking  of 
Cornwallis.  He  drew  a  pension  till  his 
death  in  1820. 

44  Mr.  Obadiah  A.  Bowe, — for  some  time 
past  connected  with  the  editorial  department 
of  The  Sun,  died  yesteriay  afternoon,  at  his 
residence  in  Third  Avenue,  near  51st  street. 
Was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Wells, 
and  was  a  fellow  apprentice  to  the  printing 
business  with  Horace  Greeley,  of  TIte  Trib- 
une. The  friendship  thus  founded  has  never 
been  interrupted,  and  it  was  through  Mr. 
Greeley's  representations  of  the  experience 
and  personal  worth  of  his  friend  that  he  be- 
came, about  3  years  ago,  connected  with  our 
office.  At  that  time,  his  general  health  was 
good.  With  slight  interruptions,  he  was  able 
to  attend  to  his  duties  until  lately,  when  he 
was  seized  with  an  intermittent  fever,  which 
acting  upon  an  impaired  constitution,  termin- 
ated fatally  after  a  short  illness. 

Mr.  Bowe  has  been  connected  with  the 
American  press,  as  printer  and  publisher, 
and  in  other  capacities,  for  over  30  years. 
As  a  newspaper  publisher,  he  was  not  fortu- 
nate, probably  because  of  his  want  of  keen 
business  habits ;  his  yielding  good  nature  in 
assuming  responsibilities  not  his  own  ;  and 
his  conscientious  advocacy  of  views  which, 
as  he  had  often  said,  were  in  advance  of  the 
times.  He  was  a  man  of  genial  disposition, 
of  fine  literay  taste,  and  au  ardent,  indexi- 
ble advocate  of  what  he  believed  to  be  right 
and  just.  Our  own  short  acquaintance  with 
him  inspired  only  feelings  of  esteem  and  re- 
spect; and  we  believe  that  all  who  have  been 
associated  with  him  regret  his  death,  as  the 
loss  of  a  friend  whom  they  esteemed  and 
loved.  He  leaves  a  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
devotedly  attached,  and  two  daughters  nearly 
grown  to  woman's  estate." 

An    old   acquaintance   in  Wells  writes: 

"July  15,  1876. — Mr.  Bowe  married  for  his 
first  wife  Miss  Catherine  Weaver.  She  left 
three  children — daughters,  I  cannot  t-;ll 
when  she  died.  He  married  second,  Miss 
Laura  Bowe,  a  relative,  a  very  estimable  and 
talented  lady  and  a  poetess.  They  had  only 
one  child,  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy.  -Mr. 
Bowe  died  in  1850,  aged  52  years." 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

XT  A  MOTHER. 

M I thall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me.n 
They  tell  mo  that  ray  "soldier  boy"  is  dead, 

That  all  his  toils  and  sufferings  are  o'er, 
That  strangers  laid  him  in  his  narrow  bed, 

Down  where  is  heard  the  Mississipi's  roar. 
Can  this  be  trim  ?  can  my  own  boy  be  dead, 

Whose  head  I  pillowed  in  its  infancy? 
Can  stranger  hands  have  pillowed  his  dear  head 

In  its  last  resting  place  ?  Alas!  for  me. 
******** 

Sad  was  the  day  he  left  his  childhood's  home — 

(Young — inexperienced  as  a  little  child.) 
Putting  his  country's  armor  on — to  roam 

With  those  who  his  unwary  feet  beguiled. 
Since  his  departure  to  that  Southern  land, 

My  spirit  felt  abiding,  deep  unrest — 
Fearing  his  slend  r  form  could  n<>t  withstand 

The  withering  fever  blight,    lie  is  at  rest. 

But  he  went  forth  to  battle  for  the  right; 

And  blessed  be  the  memory  of  our  boy — 
Tho'  o'er  my  earthly  hopes  for  him,  a  blight 

Has  passed — his  death  hereft  my  heart  of  joy. 
They  tell  nie  I  may  well  be  proud  or  him 

Who  served  his  country,  nobly,  faithfully  ; 
Proud!  when  his  pictured  face  my  tears  bedim? 

0  let  them  fall;  'twill  ease  this  agony. 
******** 
Henceforth  my  thoughts  will  fly  unto  the  shore 

On  th*t  far  land  where  sleeps  my  only  Son, 
His  requiem  the  Mississippi's  roar, 

Laid  down  to  rest  with  all  his  armor  on. 
Father  J  forgive  ;  and  help  me  drink  this  cnp — 

Help  my  bowed  heart  to  say,  "Thy  will  be  done." 
Accept  the  sacrifice,  our  loved  one  offered  up 

On  Freedom's  shrine :  soon  let  sweet  peace  be  won. 

More  to  our  country  I  can  never  give — 

The  son  has  gone  to  God.    With  armor  on 
His  father  has  gone  forth — 0  let  him  live  ! 

An  1  help  us  all  to  say  "Thy  will  he  done." 
God  gives  and  takes — dear  George  farewell  !  farewell  ! 

Till  the  last  trump  shall  raise  thee  from  the  dead 
We  know  He  doe.tb  all  things  well — Farewell 
Till  we  shall  meet  where  not  a  tear  is  shed. 
The  vacaut  chair,  a  lock  of  hair 

Cut  from  the  dying  brow, 
The  pictured  face,  fond  memories 
These,  these  are  lett  us  now. 

C.  H.  II. 
Htdsyille,  Vt.,  Nov.  7,  li>62. 
•  Tide  Castleton,  page  546,  547. 

THE  WITHERED  ROSE  BUD. 
Oh!  Mothers,  whose  full  hearts  are  breaking — 

While  you  yearn  for  the  loved  ones  away, 
As  the  agony  cmies  with  awaking. 

In  the  night  or  with  mom's  early  ray  ; 
I  know  all  how  deep  is  your  sorrow 

Who  look  on  the  face  of  the  dead, 
Who  can  hope  for  no  brighter  to-morrow, 

Because  hop*  forever  has  tied. 
With  embraces,  with  prayers,  and  with  weeping, 

My  first  darling  win  laid  duwu  to  rent, 
Where  her  clay  is  to  quietly  sleeping, 

My  hand  has  tho  flowers  careened ; 


Tbere  I  plucked  a  white  rose-bud  last  summer  ; 

I  kissed  it  an<l  sent  it  away 
With  a  message  of  love  to  her  brother, 

For  whom  I  could  then  only  pray  ; 
I  charged  it  to  bear  him  my  blessing, 

My  hope  that  my  boy  should  not  die, 
That  often  our  Father  addressing, 

I  prayed  I  might  meet  him  on  high. 
******** 

'Tis  summer  again    *    *    The  white  roses 

Are  budding  upon  Mary's  grave  ; 
The  grasses  and  flowers  are  growing, 

The  snowdrops  and  evergreens  wave 
To  the  grave  of  my  fir-it  horn  I  wander, 

Where  tho  snowdrops  and  white  roses  are  ; 
'Neath  the  evergreen  shade  I  now  ponder, 

Till  my  heart  almost  sinks  in  despair. 
*    *  O'er  the  withered  white  rose  bud  I'm  weeping 

That  I  last  summer  sent  to  my  boy, 
Far  away  is  that  "  soldier  boy  "  sleeping, 

And  withered  my  heart's  budding  joy. 

This  bud  to  my  heart  is  far  dearer 

Than  any,  or  all  of  the  rest, 
For  it  to  my  boy  has  been  nearer  ; 

Perchance  to  his  lips  have  been  pressed, 
As  it  whispered  the  love  of  his  mother, 

And  the  p  ayers  she  had  offered  for  him, 
While  she  thought  of  the  sister  and  brother 

And  the  place  where  bright  hopes  never  dim. 
Oh,  tell  me,  sweet  bud,  dost  thou  bear  me 

A  message  of  love  from  my  boy  ? 
A  word  or  a  thought  that  will  cheer  me, 

Be  in  my  bereavement  a  joy  ? 
Thou  tellost  no  secrets  !  I  lay  thee 

Beside  the  dark  brown  lock  of  hair, 
From  the  brow  of  my  dying  boy  taken, 

Oh  shall  I  not  meet  him  up  where. 
The  buds  and  the  flowers  ne'er  perish, 

Where  cometh  no  sorrow  nor  care, 
Where  the  hopes  and  the  loves  that  we  cherish, 

Are  blooming  forever,  and  fair  ? 

Clara  H.  IIosford. 
Hydeville,  Vt.,  1S63. 

VERMONT'S  VOLUNTEERS. 

BT  MRS.  CLARA  H.  HOSF0RD. 

A  song — a  song  ; — ■  my  muse  awake  !  awake  my  slum- 
bering lyre  1 

Sprit  of  song  breath  on   my  lay — thyself   my  he-art 
inspire 

To  sing  in  strains  befitting — not  too  sad,  nor  yet  too 
gay — 

Of  our  brave  Green  Mountain  heroes — now  mingling 
in  the  fray  ; 

Of  the  sick,  the  dead,  the  dyiug,  and  the  living  who 
yet  stand 

Upon  our  country's  battlements — a  breastwork  for  the 
land ; — 

Let   onr  strains  tho*  sad  bo  hopeful — let   joy  smile 

through  our  tears, 
While  wo  sing  the  well  earned  praises  of  Vermont*! 

brave  Volunteers. 
«*•***« 

When  Sumter's  cry  rang  through  the  land  like  an 

electric  shock, 
Up  rode  the  brave  Vermouters,  firm  as  their  native 

rock ; — 
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Froia  palace  home,  and  cottage,  from  valley,  hillside, 
glen ; — 

Ever  true  unto  their  country,  our  own  Green  Moun- 
tain men. 

I've  seen  them  in  the  time  of  peace,  among  their 
native  hills — 

Those  hills  so  brightly  evergreen,  where  flow  the  pear- 
ly rills  ; 

I've  seen  them  leave  those  peaceful  homes,  'mid  loYed 

one's  prayers  aud  tears 
Eespondiug   to    their   country's   call,   our  noble 

Volunteers. 

Hail  to  Vermont!  our  native  State;  her  name  we 
proudly  own, 

On  more  freedom-loving  children,  God's  sun  has  never 
shone — 

From  the  rebel,  and  the  traitor,  they  never  shrink 
in  fight, 

But  dare  to  do,  or  suffer, — in  the  cause  of  truth,  and 
right. 

Vermont!  yes,  well  we  love  her — and  her  sons  so  loyal 
brave — 

In  memory  fondly  cherish  those  who  fill  an  honored 
grave, 

Embalming  deep  within  our  hearts,  with  a  grateful 

Nation's  tears — 
Those  who  died  to  save  their  country — our  noble 

Volunteers. 

On  many  a  southern  field  of  death  their  graves  are 

thickly  strown, 
Death  has  reaped  a  fearful  harvest  of  our  own  beloved, 

our'own : — 

All  honor  to  the  living,  and  thrice  honored  be  the 
dead 

Who  in  a  cause  so  glorious,  their  precious  blood  have 
shed. 

And  still  Vermont's  brave  sons  will  go  till  "War's  red 
sun  shall  set; 

In  foremost  ranks  in  many  a  fight  they've  ne'er  dis- 
graced her  yet : 

Vermont  shall  reap  in  joy  at  length  what  she  has  sown 
in  tears, 

And  crown  with  fadeless  laurels  her  lojal  Volunteers. 

They  love  their  homes  and  dear  ones,  but  love  their 

country  more ; 
And  if  need  be  in  her  peril  will  fight  from  shore  to 

shore. 

Standing  like  men  before  the  foe,  they  strike  with 

dying  breath  ; 
"For  our  God,  and  homes  and  country,  give  us  victory 

or  death!" 

Woman's  tears  are  freely  flowing — I  have  bid  my  own 

"  good  bye  " — 
One  died  in  southern  hospital,  and  one  came  home  to 
die. 

No  strong  arm  left  to  guard  me  now,  my  heart  is  bathed 
in  tears ; 

Yet  still  I  love  our  country,  and  her  noble  Volunteers. 

And  still  I  pray,  how  earnestly;  our  God  to  bless 
them  all, 

To  bless  our  country  and  her  cause,  for  which  so 
many  fall, 

To  comfort  hearts,  bereaved  by  death — cheer  homes 

made  denolate, 
To  answer  prayer  by  millions  raised — to  save  our  ship 

of  State; — 


And  oft  in  my  petitions  I  breathe  an  honored  name 
"  God    bless*   our   noble    President,    our    "  Father 
Abraham  " ! 

"  Our  country's  second  Washington,  be  Thou,  his  help- 
er now! 

"Lift  Thou,   the  heavy  burden  from  his  heart,  and 

care-worn  brow ; — 
'•O  guide  him  through  Rebellion's  storm,  deliver  him 

from  our  fears ; 
w  Lord,  give  him  coml'ort  in  Thine  aid!  and  his  loyal 

Volunteers. 
******* 
Will  ye  be  silent  brother  bards?  ye  who  can  strike 

the  lyre? 

And  smother  in  your  inmost  hearts  the  deep  prophetic 
fire  ? 

Wait  'till  this  cruol  war  is  over,  'ere  ye  apeak  of  better 
cheer  ? 

'Tis  meet  to   sing  the   praises  now,  of  each  loyal 
Volunteer. 

Till  the  war  is  over,  let  the  sword  and  lyre  go  hand  in 
hand — 

The  sword  will  conquer,  and  the  lyre  will  cheer  our 
patriot  baud, 

Its  tender  words  and  music  linger  in  sick  and  dying 
ears ; 

And  chiidreu's  children  swell  the  song  of  our  noble 
Volunteers. 
*  *         *          *          *         *  # 

'Tis  for  sad  hearts,  bereaved  like  mine,  preserved  in 
briny  tears, 

In  the  clear  light  of  prophecy  to  tell  of  future  years — 
Years  when  our  Eagle  bold  shall  look  upon  a  cloudless 
sky, 

Our  starry  flag  on  land  and  sea  speak  peace  and 
Liberty. 

***** 

Land  of  the  free!  baptized  in  blood  1  she  will  arise 
and  shine, — 

Chastened,  redeemed,  and  purified  with  light  and  love 
divine — 

The  praise  and  joy  of  all  the  earth;  loud  Preaus shall 
arise 

From  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West,  and  reach 
the  throne  above  the  skies; — 

A  country  undivided  join  the  grand  triumphant  song; 
The  templed  hills, and  whispering  breeze  the  gladsome 

strains  prolong — 
"All  praise  to  the  Great  Ruler  who  hast  banished  all 

our  fears  ; 

14  Let  future  generations  bless  our  loyal  Volunteers. 

***** 
Our  own  Oreen  Mountain  Volunteers!  ever  faithful  to 
your  trust ; 

Press  on  with  courage  to  the  end  —  your  cause  and 
God  is  just — 

Ere  long  lie.'ll  put  oppression  down,  He  will  protect 
the  right; 

Set  up  your  banners  in  His  name — you'll  conquer  in 
His  might. 

And  when  the  days  of  joy  shall  come — and  peaceful 
breezed  swell 

The  canvas  of  our  ship  of  Stat*,  and  history  shall  tell 
Of  the  tirnos  that  tried  the   souls  of  men — of  tho 

Nation's  hopes  and  foam; 
Your  acts   will  be  recorded  there,  Vermont's  brave 

Volunteers  I 
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Mrs.  Clara  Hopson  Hosford,  daughter  of  Almon  and 
Clarissa  (Cbaadler)  Hopson,  bora  in  Wells,  Feb.  8, 
1824  ;  married  Jan.  10. 1843,  to  Henry  H.  Hosford,  of 
Poultney,  who  died  from  feTer  and  the  fatigues  in- 
curred at  Gettysburgh,  Sept.  19,  18o3, 900a  after  his  re- 
turn. See  Castleton,  this  vol.  page  546.  Mrs.  Hosford 
now  a  widow,  resides  with  her  eldest  daughter,  also 
the  widow  of  a  soldier  in  our  late  war,  at  Whitehall, 
N.  Y.  She  has  one  other  daughter  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  New  York.  City.  ilrs.  Hosford  was  em- 
phatically patriotic  during  the  war ;  upon  few  hearts  did 
the  blow  fall  heavier.  She  has  written  occasionally  po- 
etical pieces  for  several  of  our  State  periodicals  for  over 
20  years  past  and  we  regard  her  poetical  talent  the  best 
of  any  that  we  have  seen  from  any  native  of  Wells.  Ed. 


EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ELEGY 

On  the  death  of  Persia,  wife  of  John  C.  Hopson,*  who 
died  Nov.  27, 1811,  aged  41  years:  by  her  husband ;  all 
of  Wells  :  closing  verses. 

Methiuks  that  angels  tuned  ner  narp, 

That -she  might  join  their  song; 
And  0,  what  joys  do  fill  my  heart 

To  think  3he'll  sing  so  long  ! 
Come  Saviour!  come  prepare  my  heart 

By  sanctifying  grace; 
That  I  may  be  prepared  to  go, 
And  sing  eternal  bass. 
*John  C.  Hopson  the  author  and  grand-father  to  A. 
C.  Hopson  our  historian  for  the  town.   The  author 
quoted,  it  is  Baid,  was  a  devoted  bass  singer.  Ed. 
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BRANDON. 

Biography  of  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
and  many  papers  for  the  History  of  Bran- 
don for  the  last  twenty  years,  promised,  and 
partly  in  use,  reserved  for  Vol.  iv.  Ed. 

WEST  HAVEN. 

The  first  or  early  pare  of  the  History  of 
this  town  is  covered  by  that  of  Fairhaven  of 
which  tow  a  it  was  formerly  a  part.  The 
facta  of  its  history  since  its  separate  organiza- 
tion have  not  yet  been  obtained.  Ed. 

From  Henry  Stevens'  Castleton  Papers. 
Crown  Point,  July  29,  1775.* 

Permit  David  Remington  and  one  more  to 
pass  the  guards  to  Otter  Creek. 

SAM'L  ELLMORE— Major 
To  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  guards. 


"Mr.  Remington, 

Sir: 

General  Riedesel  desires  that  you  will  fur- 
nish the  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Macoon,  with  a 
horse  to  carry  him  home,  as  he  has  sold  his 
to  the  general ;  he  will  send  your  horse  safe 
back. 

your  humble  Serv't. 

A.  EDMONTINE. 

Aid  de  Camp. 

Castleton,  July  1st,  1777." 


'Mr.  Htggin3  is  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Rem- 
ington for  the  use  of  his  horse,  will  ride  him 
over  to  Fort  Miller  this  morning  and  return 
him  there." 

Mr.  Remington  you  will  provide  three 
yokes  and  three  pair  of  oxen  for  General 

*  Copy  of  a  printed  certificate  filled  out— (date  print- 
ed.) JSd. 


Burgoynes  use  they  are  to  take  three  teams 
that  cannot  move  forward  of  yokes  and  bows 
the  oxen  or  other  oxen  will  be  returned  at 
Fort  Ann,  Skenesborough,  the  23th  of  July, 
1777. 

To  Mr.  Remington  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  places  adjacent. 

Skenesborough,  the  10th  of  July,  1777. 

Mr.  Remington  : 

His  Excellency  General  Bur- 
goyne  has  ordered  an  army  for  your  protec- 
tion and  to  cover  the  country  from  insult  as 
well  as  to  receive  those  who  wish  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  his  manifesto  and  also  to 
protect  those  that  comply  with  the  declara- 
tion, for  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  you 
furnish  all  the  carriages  and  horses  you  can 
to  conduct  the  Baggage  of  General  Reidesel 
(the  second  in  command)  and  his  regiments 
Baggage  from  the  Falls  at  Castleton  Bay  to 
Castle  Town,  you  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Castle 
Town  and  the  places  near  you  must  exert 
yourself  on  the  occasion  for  the  thing  and 
your  own  service.  No  Indians  will  be  with 
this  party,  you  will  have  every  protection 
from  them  which  please  to  let  the  inhabitants 
know. 

I  am, 

your  humble  serv't., 
PHILIP  SKENE. 


Accounts  of  Remington. 

To  one  Day  by  William  Sutton 
to  collect  teams. 
To  one  day  by  Josiah  Weaver,  to  collect 
teams. 

To  one  day  by  James  Spooner,  to  collect 
teams. 

To  one  day  by  Jessio  Place,  to  collect  teams. 


1212 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


3 


o 

a    a         d2  ^      a  a    a  -3  2    3  3  j  -eg  >« 

sH           §H  I . ',  1! «  3  ^ »  if  Is  "•g-g 

>,3    3 "          13  ^    *  3  3-2  [§3    3  S  2    £  ^ 

c?                    «*H  d  J  i^-  Q           5  e  ="*  a 

—  jb  i  S  89      '  w                   r~'aQ  2           oo  00  o  SH '          «       55  °  ^ 

^l^^o*            o^co  2          «                         o      «^  o    .  ^  0"  o 

>  s  Li  >->— 1                  rn  J~  >,co  >»  X  en*  >,      >»-•  «—  »  O  — 

» -s     '  —   .  '  -  -        „    .1-  >_     -.T,  ._>«-  —  i,r^._i-. 

~  -   *=  "a  (M  'a            -Nr*'*J  ,*>          '2  *=  cs  CM  ,JD 

!C    J!           dl                 >,'  7~  T3    <M    £1  W                  30  K    r    B                  J)  »H    91    J"  C    -J    i_    "3  5 

>^<:ci<:*^  h      <i  <i    <i              <  h  a ^ < h 


CO  _  cm" 


."£'2  ..g",c-_-S oisf-gV  £ 2   „-?;if£S *-2 SfsJ 
i-H  cm  j— <  w 

=3 r -^^ « ^wraoeo"^"  -  ~ is: ^ 


cc  ao         iC  cc  *H  — 1  1  ~  5  20  ~  S 

^  '-  K-      _  -      -      .  -    -  -   '  iT-  —    •  • 


.£      =S  2      io  -  ic  ~  5  rH  -      "  2      .-Too    .  TH  CO 


^'  -  -2*Sf    cTco"      -^"8     g?S5  cc"    »tj  co- 

^  e  ;  "~ '  CO        "  00  "  i— I  ^1  CO  CO  ""*'_  rH        rHr-t.  ,—( 


Nov.  r 

June  l1 

IN 

a 

»-s 

« 
.2  0 

.2 

.  0 

CO 

a>  . 

DQ 

:  P3 

•J 
ao 
(X 

m 

-a 

c««  o  g         a  aa  «  a 


p  •       '2p  .       p-g       p  p 
p ;  5   S  .oo:  :  K  a  . s  . 


-  » 


O  -----  £_  - 


co  -f  —  co  co  cc  co  t-  cc  ce  t  j  e i  co  »o  os  co  co  o  00  os  cd  cs  o  *N  — 1  ti  —  -r"  ci  oq 
m  o  <N  d  co  o  t>  »  id  o  o  o>  Ntn  rj<  *  t-  CD  CD  WO^  CO  iC  t-  I-  o 
■tt     iji     h  1.0  1-1  r*  o  ^  i>  o  C4  co     hwo)     fiN«i'  cc  r:  n  n  t?<  h 


OOOOOOOOO  Q  OOOOOOO  IV  OOOO  OOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOO  "TOO  OOOOOOOO  OOOO  OOOOOOOOO 

30  O  ob  <M <N  05      00  <M  «*•  O  CO  C<*  CSJ  CD  CO  CI  cO  CO  O  CD  CN  OcO'DC-lOOCOCOCO 

f  CO  rt»  £^  O  CO  t?  1  CO       CM  —  -r>  !>■  r-  OS  C  0  t>  T<  CS  CO  OS  t--  PJ^at^CNCDO'TOJ 
—  CM 


>  - 

a  <o 

a;  ♦»  c5 
-     6C  3  >  .    .  . 
>_  a>  — 

0"C> 

m  k-3 

-  03" 

-  si- -  - 

• 

'  i  •  a "  T  ' 

RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1213 


a 


5  I  I 


^        00  ^  <— t  rH 


53  <  -o  ^ 


CO  .05 

i-i  an 

rH       CO  — t  oo 

CO        i—l  OO  rH 


IS 

m 


3  Q 


55  StfSg 


o  o  © 

cSl  cj 


2  2 

C  4  ocj 


O      ©  ©  ©  © 

CN     oq  cni  c-'i 


ti  1 
•4  s 

g  -3 


*1 


^2 

*Q  to* 

<u  —I 

e  — 

o  w 


-  —  a 


La 

|~3 
a 


CO 


o  2 

-  o  £ 

a  O  o 

-H  r-H  ^ 

» a 


2  r-rl  at  © 


§  1  r-rf  ii 

ft    >  .H? 


a    J  2  g 

c3       C  J3 


et  5 


c3 

CO  .  „, 

_,  o  2 

a  ^  ^  o 


r  c  x  o 
3  «  S  £ 

Q 


■  r  a  o3 


W     05  Q 


CO  -CO  CO 

1—1  CO  — i  r-H 

CO  CO  CO 

r~<  *H  rH 

*■>"  a  «  S 

O  ^  Q  S 


co 


CO  .CO 
.      CO  21  » 

^         f-H  r— I 

CO      t-"  ^  co" 

rH       rH  ^  CM 


O' 
<  -v. 


■5  -5 

Ol  T-l 


.s  - 

O  rjo" 


«  C   •£  " 

ca  o  3  a 

rt  CO        oj  "3 

'3  a>  a  a  u" 

I  S.|  Ecaxa 


r-,  0> 


03 


a  35 
| -3 

rt  3 

c"  a 
5?  -J 


a      ci  ■ss 


a 

o 


1214 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


X  a 


C3 
P 

r£ 
o 
C 

c 

O 
5-. 

Q 


O  ao 
CI  rH 


^3  r-i 


CO  «-i 


O 

CM 


Ci  co  S  oao  - 

HCl  Cm^ 

CO  OO   .     (0  rH 

.     .  3  a  o  £ 

■5   *S  •©  .2  • 

*    O    9    CD    -  9 


r-t        Ol  CO 

CO  OO 


t»  CO 

ci  5 


1— 1  f  ^ 

CO 


b  3 


©     O  rC 


o  -1 

rd  WTJ 
C  -  O 
-OTJrcJ' 

C  £  C  P1 
a  x  K 


-3 


03  CO" 

"<j    <j  t|  <<  <i  <j'<j  <j  S    <j  < 


»  00"  co"  CO  CO 

2  co  cc*  co*  co  ae>"g§ 


Oi  CO  CO 
CO*  x  c"  x 


co'cc"^-00  O    .cc~  „oef 00 

„~  . — r  —        -"1  rO  no  — 1  nn  , — iH 


i co co     5£  co  »-i  so  -h  00  00  wH 

.ro'tc"^-.-33  of    _o~   .co~«o"  co"  - 

■  ^  ^  ^5  ^  rK  u:  «  co  N  W  CM  ~ 

\  al'o  §  ^§  s  i»H  4** 

,  CO  72  Q                 y~.  <  72  72  GO  Q 


^  ^  cm  ^  c5  cj 
§  ^  tc  >>  >>  > 
^!  *=>  <j  <s  IS  2 


0  2 
CO  c  i  ~;  — 

CO  30  co  » 

co~co"-ro~- 

rH  c^q  CO 

"E  2 


53  55  m  « 

§  a 


E3  00 

d  2 
o  ^ 
C  ^ 


.O         .  • 

t-H    KH    X?^H    Q  CD 

.  ^  .  ^  •  .  5  ^ 


co  O  O  co  co  C"»  X1  10 


CO  CI  •*  C  (M  M  N  O  CI 
uO  C<  CI  lOCCOH  iO  rH  o  c? 


C  OC  -<  OO  (M  c:  C  X 


o  cc  c3 


ro      r-  co  ro 
x  r-  c  o 

C5  tO  O  i-t  10 

C  T*  rr  c  lO 


O  O  O  O  O  OOOO 
OOOOOOOOOOO 


s  5t 


IS 


>  -  -  : 
Ph 


*  ^  ^  <  <!    S  ^  rS  ^  ^ 

3  ^C  —  "e*  J3  IT1,  x  i  X  Jj 


0  oT  «       2  e« 

O  -  Ct  if^'-X  c 

43  |g«  c|  |^  i£| 

o  a  5  _  c  ? 


•a;  ^  23 
-3  i 


13  -  —  51 
"T  '7  -f.  a 
^*  r^  •<  y; 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1215 


1216 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1217 


8 


p 

5 
c 

o 


rH  C 


C  rl 

t-l 


St* 


o  co* 


O  , 

CM  C0 


3  « 


*5*  -3 


6  ^« 


©      ccj  ~?  c 
«       °?i  °£ 


CO  2  CJ 


O  CO  o  10 


'TO  t? 


d  S  rt  c 
m  ®  «  S 


CO 
.  r-t 


s'll 


o  5  5 


g  1  5  o  = 

?  2  |  = 

|«|- 
Q     gq  a? 


TCt-H~ 

2  « 


O  <N 

C  I  CO 
OO  rH 


•  «§  *  bo3 
. «  c  « 

>  ~  o  g  M 

;  a  5og 

»  3  °_  | 

II"  Hi 

•  »  Q  Q 


to 


5  £  ° 


-00  00 
00  rH  rH 
00  00 
CO  r-H  rH 


'  X)  OO  CO  00 
X  » 


Hij^r-tHH  CO 


-«f°0  9© 


CO 

"1  — f  nr.  CO  0O 


-    -  O  - 

-O  CO  co  co 

CO  CI  CI  ^_  CI 

"C  'E  *s  <~  z 

0.0^0-.  -  ~ 


2       1-1  rH  ~T  X> 


^  CO  N  >— I  rH 


<9Q  S  <  << 


i— I  OO  _^ 


"3       - .  - ^_  co  co  _eocOr.rco  co  -co 

_            _     _  „  _  r-.  — .       ^ -f3  ^  ^  ^ 

C         r*  !H    *5  C  S  "V,  "C  U   >~>  ^ 

g  CU^  2.3,  ci   d  ftr-g  ft, 

<    ^<,<<;<i  -<-<<;^S><  <!  jh  <i 


°o  _ 

rH  iO  CO       bo'  1—1  < 

ICHH       CO  ^=  ( 


-  — -  »  00  5  r2 

CO  _,  <- «  — <  — I 

rH  M  »  OO  0O  O0 


r-s  r-j  *5  <  OQ  33 


OO     -  ,CO~ 

CC ^  — '  30  CO  rH 


CO  0O  0O  rH  CO 


rH  CM  ^ 
O   (}  O  O  *5  j 

<u  cj  to  <o  0-J2 


CS 

I'll 


CO  CO  M  O  r-H  CO 

CO  C-i  CI  CJ  CO  CO 
r-i  C  O  iOC36 


C    00  C>v  B 

o  „3      o   •  ^ 


co  r  1  co  r~  02 

co  O  co  o  ci  co 


-     o  i 


OQ  5  = 


o 

»■  <s  a  * 

^SPS  

t*—  CO  OO  O  CI 

to  CI  OS  t- 
CO  Is"  O  CM  00 

el  x  —  ci 
i>«0.hC  ci 


CO  N  H  rH  — I  CO 
CO  rH  CI  C|  CC  33  O 
O  iC  L.0  O       r-H  CM  O 


8 


CO  CO  CO.  O  CO 
O  C.  C-r  Cj 
CM 


CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 
C5  0j  Oi  C75  C5  OS  OiCiCTJ 


-2  §5 


^  Oh 


Ci  r-J    g  1 
hMr-        r-j  C  <5 


rQ    «■  « 

c:   U  o  o  ? 

M  «  "S  IS  >  .5  r-5 

rJ=M  t3    -  jt^  q 


rO  - 

0  m  a 

3 


5  o  g  1 
£  2  p  c 


r-o  ^  r-.  w 


is  5« 


rS  S  - 
r-»  >— .  l—«  - 


1218 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


eg 
«  * 

II 
s  * 

se  a 
u.2 


c  o 

£13 


3  U  «- 
3  &H 


5« 


3 

(0   03  « 

m5q 


.  3 
•  rH  i0 


OO 


•  CD 


t.  a  -co 


c-  3  o 


3  «  3 


"S  "3 


o  o  —• 


PC 


cc  co 

rH  !M 
-OO 

CI  . 

<a  3 
"3  -3 


£rH* 

gS 

o 

c  ^ 

O  CO 
O  j3 

ch  ° 

1/  <*■ 


g|  s 

J  J  J 

"3   <j>  T3 


PJrH 


cj  oo  <! 

CO  r-1 
.rH  <» 


<_4  -*-3  O  CO 
CO    'c2  rH 

OO 


r-l    I-  fc-«f 


>-  3  3  r 

CP    rJ  PL, 

-3  TJ  <j 

C    C3  CJ 

II  3^ 


o 

so 

O  &,  S,  X  CO 
C/2  -/j        a:  i— t 


5-| 

^  cfl 
*j  3 


11 


Eh  Eh 


CO  00  oq-oo  -  - 
n  —i  °2  _  GO  CO 

r-l  t—  ~  r-l  CO  CO 

"O"  -jT  rH*  - 

s-,  >~  > ' '  n  m 

<  <  ^  <  <  < 


(fi  H  -  (3:  _h  CO  CO 
C  G-J-J  "g  3.^3  g  5 


5  cu 

£<1 


OO  - 
rH  CO 
00  rH 


CNJ       rH  _ 


a. 


-OS  — *cc  co 

00  rr  5a -rr-? 


.     a  o  -*1 

CO  H  cj  r. 
<J  g       —  y> 


°2  os"  05*cj"  ^  c»"  da  0- 

^  oo* -To" *£ 
>h^m  "^^ 


CO  CO 

<M  rH 

CC  CO 


CO 

rH  CO 
CO  — I 
rH  CO 


SrS 


>->  tab 
"  3 

r*a  <i 


Ph 

(72 


O  ^ 


P  Trrr"    CO    *  >-ri 

o  l     -J:  . 


3 

l5 


cnr-Hoacoc3at--icc3 

CM  CC  CO  CO  C  1  Ol  CO  CO 
lOHp'rttfblOrtO 


H^hNNCOH 

C7  NiOGJ  H  lC  iO 
CC  C  C  O  N  lO  TO 


O  CO  Ol  iC  tO 
CO  CI        CJ        CC  I- 

O  tO      O       r-.  cnj 


©  O  O  O  O  O  O  O 

oooooooo 

CP  cp  <p  CO  CD  "3  CO  CO 
05  ©  O  Ol  CI  O  C5  o 


o  o 

CO  — ' 


=  5 
=  * 

Hj~ 


o  o 
o  o 


-<Ph 


ana 


r4 


o    ~  - 

o  a  a 

5C  2  S  £  8  Ja  -r 


r-)  .-h  rn  r-~  r-j  r~!  r-t 


§3.2 

H 


fH  §  "4 
§         C  5 


rH       r"J  QQ 


.3 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1219 


*  .53 

rt  an  —J1 


T3  O 
C  rH 


— r  rt  3  c3 
CO      >-s    .  m 

<N  ^  K_r '  *3 

OO  &XCM  , 
rH  *a   C  OO  t? 

-  2'S  ^  a 
K  c      >-  rt 

2  §  3  5 

m  r? :  g 


CO 

03   C  tb 


3 


5  IT! 

a -5 


lO  .-«  CO  OT.  OS  O 
CD0O0Ol>>       lO  O 


a 
a 

cS 

o 

s 


©     o  o 

CM  CM  CM 
CO       00  CO 


CO  rt 


o  ^  ^  —  ^  ^ 

co    •  o  2*  o  o 


to 

O6*  B<J   3  3 


o    X)  0! 


3S 


5  _  -2 


c  — « 


600- 
c  cm 


u  +j      e  c  co 

CO  o  .  £  ri  co 

i-h  e*  H  o  <^  i-( 
- 

CD  -         -  OS 

rH  JjJ  CM 

rt  2  3  v£  ^ 

^  £  =  C  »  ' 

«  a      h  •-« 


OS  2X1 

r-H 

.  ©"  - 

•  CM  CO  rH 
"  rH  "  tO 

-sill©- 

03  h        CD  CM 

.       ®    «H  H 
r3    3  ^    £  _3 


p  s?  o  -go 


rH-H/i-oiococoniMco 


IS 


O  3 
•-5  C 


2^  0O  oo"oo" 
CO  CO  *™^ 


co" 


-    _oo     -co  ... 

coco— too  —  oococcco^ 

oo  'oo  r— i  co  r— i  oo  co  y.  rj 


■  •   •  —  r-i  w."  .jy  rH  CC  t— l  00  OC  X 

CO  0O  CO  HH  i— I 

r<HH'H^  H 

"CO  - 


«     2        os     o  oo 

«  2Sc1S2- 


-co"  S 


ee  =  rf  a.  a 


^  *^  -  <  S  <  <  <  <  <J 


•<  S  *^  -5  <! 


-O  .co  . 
M  -i  (N  f-1  0O 


2  oo  =c  CO  CO 

°°     co  oo  oo 


co"  cm  rr^r 


co  oT1^50  ^ 


ci  S 


<  <J  <3 


oo2  2 


<5  >-9  <! 


o 


00  CO 


>  o  ci 
o  o>  o 


oo 

OS 

oc 

30 

CO~ 

O 

CO 

^  C3 

rH  CO 
OO  rH 


CO  CM 


5H  U 


I  CO 


r1    -      rl    ,  |  I 


-O 
CO  CM 


C3  3 


OS 


S?  oo  oc  oo  rr  rH 


>^>  >>  sb 


CM  CM 


o  o  .  5  a  '-1  ^ 


 cs 

OO  r-< 
rH  0C 
CO  rH 


^  2  OS 

OC  CO  DO 


-  3  "3 


line. 

d 

o 
o 

Mass. 

Conn. 

Mass. 
N.  Y- 
Mass. 
Conn. 
Mass. 
Conn. 

Conn. 
N.  II. 

Mass. 
Conn. 

Ifl  f  3  O 

CO  CM  CO  CS  O 

r-iOS02eOOeO--HcooO 
a^OcoajDCXCS 

CO  -H 
£^  OS 

—IN 

CO  CO  O  -H 

CO  CM  O  CS 

CD 

CO 

r— I  t~"  OS  0O  CO 

OS  CO  -h  CI 
rH  CM  CO  C3  O 

CC  00  CI  —  CO  C>  CO  00  CM 
CM  rH  0_t-  lO_CD  0_rH  CO 

O  OO 

cc 

ri  tO 

C  I  OS  ©  o 

CO  CI  -H  -H 

r-i  O  CO  r-H 

CO 

©_ 

rtHH  CO" 

rH 

^  o  Cm  c  fl  « 


.J  . 

a  u  on 


©  ©     cd  ci  os  ci 

CO        Is"  ©  CI  rH  CO 

©  CO  ©  CD  lO  -H  OS 
I-  lO  tO  ^  C-  X  CI 
CO  ©  ©  CO  rH  rH  TH 


OS  o  o  © 

©  CD  rH  CM  CM 
CO  n  CO  O  iO 


©  ©  ©  ©  © 
©  ©  ©  ©  © 


CD  CO  CD  CD  ©  CD  ©  ©  CD 
C3CSCSCSCSC3-r>C7>CS 
CM 


*  ri 


to  . 

CO  rS 


ex.  2 


3    cfl    -   >  .  - 

c  «-  X  'J-  'fl 
.5  o  o  <e  .9 

CQ  r-j  r-s  (-3  m 


?  1 1 


J-  i  M  .5  ^-  -= 


:  c«  cj  „  c  o 

o  >r*  o  r*.  o  «  o  • - 


O  pt^4  o  j>  oi  o 

r-<r-Sr^,r-5r--r-sl— ih 


r^  S 

-  r.  I>  c  rt^ 

M  r^rH 


2  S   -~   -  >> 


«       o  5  e  *   -  a  rt 

■a    'o  B  §  a  5  ~  2 


S  «  >» »  o 

C  ^s   -  >>J3 

8  2  Hi  J 

P",  C  W  ^ 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


^  *-  CD  CO 

CC  CO 


*2  >» 


I*  JESS'S 

<5  K^O 


*»  CJ 


3  g- 


S  *  °  § 
■  S3  ^ 

co  fc+ 
C     -       g  CO 

2  co 

rrj   ffl        T)  - 
i3        s-,  J= 

c;  =  co  c„ 

eS  3  pH  rt  ^ 


1 

Ages.  I 

CO  O  CO  r—  "^CTIOO— t  O  'O 

r- 

3 

*» 

5  .c 
5  3 

p 
1  * 

20,  1828 
:1  6,  1818 

8,  1818 
1  13,  1818 
1  6,  1818 
1  29,  1818 
1  13,  1818 
1  14,  1818 
1  20,  1818 
1  9,  1818 

oo 

CO 

rff 
1— t 

1 

t~i                <">    5-      i-      fcH      f-  "  i~      J-  S* 

(EL 

*s 

so 

"3  *■* 

2  a 
5  2 

*S  ■ 

c  3 

—  S> 

c?  3 

Oct.  27,  1828 
Sept.  22,  1818 
Sept.  20,  1818 
Sept.  21,  1818 
Oct.  21,  1818 
March  8,  1819 
March  8,  1819 
July  23,  1819 
Sept.  6,  1819 

Oct.  26.  1818 

CO 

I—I 

Jtr-T 
"C 

< 

ption  or  Service. 

a 
a 

cj 
o 
« 

eiv'd 

r-i  rr«  CD  lO  CO  CD  lO  CO  Q  Oi  Tfl 

CO 
CD 

u 
s 

b 

■ 

S 

HOO.»35CDON'OOI»<MO 

13  ^  H  t«.  O  H         rl         C  00 

Ol 
t— 

o_ 

o 

ooooooooooo 
ooooooooooo 

o 
o 

An  huh 
Iowa 

CO  CD  CD  CO  CO  O  CO,  CO  CO  CO  CO 
C4 

CD 
Oi 

Rank. 

1=  ils  !!>=  = s 

* J > J  J  J  §  ®  S 


^  ci 

I-2*-  OO 


~  CO 

I  g 


5 


1* 
i>  3 


CO  CO  CO 

53  CO  co  CO  CO 

52  CO  CO  CO  oo 

CO  CO  r— I  rH  — < 

-  . >o"  -  r-^C5 

OOXh  r-»  r-4 

CM  r— t  ^  _ 

^>  (TS  '  C  "-~  £ 


2  «8 


c 


C3 

o  . 

en  2  a 

o  =5 

o  «  o 


,i  p  C  CO  O  ; 
x       CI  C4  CJ 


5  J 


o  ^  — '  o 

CO  00  CJ  CO 


<"---< 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1221 


1 
ill 


CO 

8  §  I 


§  s 

r- <  i— ( 

!  1 


§  a 

I  ! 


5  =  g 

I   1  I 


I  IllssslI  I 


§ieg§lig§S3«3  n 


pi  1 


I 

! 


B 5  §Sg  = 


i  li 


11   I     61  »    =  I 

JfiJJ-fffllJ 


M  I 

^>  ~  *»  -*» 

in  i 
MJ 


S  8$S=SSS8«88 


£8888££8S8§88  83 


583  8 

cc  $  ao  $ 
r~ <  CM  »-H  CM 


8     gg£8£88388   £8888£§8£8£888   88     £88  8 


1222 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


4  * 

I  !  S 

1  J  1 

£££££££££££££  S_2.S£   ££££££83  £3 

_____    _  _  co"  . 

1  H|g 


1  111 


I 

4 

IP 


1  ssgl  I  I   S«a8  ||  sill  IIIil|t.Sf-g 

ml !  1  Hal  il  |g  lljjl  Hi 


=  111=1  1|  §1  1  II  §|  HI  I     1 1 

111  aa||i|3i|  h    a       |  a|l|f|  || 


II 


S   SSSS-8SSS'S8SSSS'S   8     8888   8888SS8  8  =  8 

— -t 


!1 


8   g$S8SS_5_88Sg8SS8   88   8888  888S3288888 


§  llrfs-flla-|VlIf  !|  fl.l  ,11  flilf 

i  giifi^iiiiJiii  ii  uli  mm  ia 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1223 


U    §1  Ji 

In  M  I 

Si    i  i 
jjjjj     P    J  1 


1 

£23 

1, 1831, 
1818, 

P 

z  z  z 

,  1818. 
1,  1831, 
1823, 

I— 1 

zzzzzzzzz 

1       !  jI 

April  6, 
March 
June  5, 

I 

April  17,  1833, 
April  19,  1833, 
May  14,  1833, 
Sept.  21,  1833, 
Oct.  18,  1833, 
April  3,  1831, 
Nov.  8,  1833, 
July  30,  1834, 
April  23,  1818, 

Dec.  24,  1832, 

April  15,  1833, 
April  17,  1833, 
April  19,  1833, 

in" 

m 

lllp'l 

mm 

Sept.  7,  1833, 
May  9,  1834, 
Oct.  25,  1832, 
Oct.  9,  1832, 
Nov.  22,  1832, 
Nov.  24,  1832, 
Dec.  18,  1832, 
April  15,  1833, 

Mass.  " 
Conn.  « 
Vermont  " 
Mass.  M 

Conn,  cont'l  line, 
Mass.  militia, 
Mass,  cont'l  line, 

Conn,  militia. 
Mass.  State  troops, 
N.  H.  militia, 

Mass.  cont'l  line, 

Conn. 

Mi 

Conn.  Stale  troops, 
Vermont  militia, 
Mass 

Vermont  14 

Mass.  cont'l  line, 
N.  York  militia, 
Mass.  " 

120  00 
120  00 

60  00 
150  00 
332  49 
210  00 
240  00 
240  00 
183  69 

272  76  : 
360  00 

90  00 
139  98 
50  00 

m 

&S£S$S$£g§3 

8888Z8888     88     8'S8   288     88*5388  88$8§S'833 


1224 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


I! 

s 


«>-> 

SI 

«o-3 

II 

si 


1 


I 


aa  g 

V^T     S  S  S  =  S  S  ?  «  S  ?  «.  5  5  S  S.  r 

11      ■  I 


T)T2  i  Z   Z  Z 3        =    s  3, 


i1  M  lll'lllll  111  II  g  lltlg-gl  fgi 


,1  81 

Hp 

;  l! 


*f22«' — '  - 

Z-Z~~i^^  ***** 


1 
3*5 


■  %UH  I  11  ii-  l 

g  >  g  gj  -  g  a 


I 


MM 


88  82  33383S3S335SS3383 


33333-33  838 


I 


88   88  i£fSI888838£3SSS!88 
S9S  g^SS.8SS3a333S*SSa 


SS 33333  888 


I 


6  3    =  .6  "g  =  =  jj .6*3  8.*  5 


Ph  p., 


liM!  ililfflijlli 
II  IJUJiljSJIHIll 


■g  4  i  P.-a 

•—  —  c  _      ~    3        <s  — 

lllrii  ij 

<. — — — -  <. 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1225 


Is 

II 

Is 

«    *  -5 

^: 
111 

3ii 


t 

££££££  1 

i 

"  OO 

1'         "  I 

March  1,  1823, 
March  4,  1831, 

April  18,  1818, 

! 

Miiufwi  *  mm  i 

,1 

CO* 
f— t 

\i 

April  16,  1833, 
May  24.  1833, 
April  25,  1834, 
Nov.  26,  1833, 
Nov.  27,  1833, 
July  3,  1832, 
Jan.  20  1820, 

IS'l'lili'lll  S    I  Si  §11 

ij  i  m  ummmm 

-  z 

fill! 

jjjjijj 

88^8   3  BBBBBBBB'ZZBB^BBBZ 

isss 1  s 1  mm^mm^m 

II 

240  00 
120  00 

90  00 
240  00 

77  58 
120  00 
180  40 

885$SS838S83g8833gS&3S88S 
8S823S3383S8€S3S338'3Sa338 

8  S 

BBSBzBB 

£-£s£                    £    2      £               S  5 

1226 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


I 
I 

s 


! 


11 

n 

ii 

II 


m 

I 


.J 


1 


i 


j  i 


n  i 


I 


S3 


So' 

rl 


!  J 


s? 


8 

7— < 

rtTC  =   s  r  = 


I 


I    8lll|la1alliailll  I  gl 


imjjjMMiiMl  I II 


IliU" 

ilia. 


si 


2" 


1 


I 


all 


1  = 

! 


il  i s i gs g g g g 


Li 


1111 


32 
3T 


8§g'§8S8S8888.888.8.8888   S3  888S8S 

CM  lMr-1:)^UCl(N       i-<  W  (N  h  N  ih  CI  C\J  (MNWC^  II 


88  8S88888!S8888888$-8£S3  28  888SS88 
38     8S3383.8-338S&S53SSSS3   £8  §83882 


I     C  5 


•  =  °y  °^ .::  ^  :  :  2  =  :  -  «y>^  =  : 


If 


P.O.  0. 


j  lliilfifl^liild'  I 

Ii    i3lllil|i|Sf|ililfii  I 

oq  S3i  ft    ^  w  yj  C  W    ^  so  ~>    ^  e-  ffl  »~i  ^       c/1  ^ 


siii-:i 

QQ  «     W  ♦*» 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 


1227 


888   88   8S88888   S$S$   S3   §83838   883  §5888888 


1228 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


o 
-a 

9 
J 

m  th< 
lionec 

,2 

o, 

>. 
u 

4> 

•1  ei 

.£  rH 
|*T 

s 

a 

u 

«>     •  CO 

g2*r 

£3 

8  5 
*  s 
*»S 

2 

CO  "~s 

■5  "3 

a 

J!  - 
W  — 

tg 

If 

It 

2 1 3 

ce  3  d 

21  i 

£  vS'o 
c  •*"*  *i 
<£;  -  «3 
—  <» 

<r  ->  v 

IF 

*s 

2-2 
£  a 

03  .  CO 
CO 

00**  S 

9 


3  2 


'  CD 
2  >, 


t5e 

=1 


CO 


O  ^5 


*8 


Sf«S 

.r-'  o 

«0  ro 
CJ  w  _ 


CO  CO  00 

CO  <~?  CO  CO 

CO  ^  OO  OO 

»H  CO  f-»  »-« 


OC  CO 


=  8 


< 


< 


O  ft.  ft. 


Cm 
00 


.5  .2 
— 1 


BO  Kj  «    £>  00 

ei    .       «  ci  ^ 


EM  3 


a 

2  y= 


0 

o  . 
S  a 


©  o 
>0 


8£88 


88 


£  Si  £  ci 


UO  •«  -*  OJ  o  c  o 

co  eo  so  C&  co  to  co 

C>       OO  TT  H 


r—  CO 


O  O  C-  w5  lO 


O  CO  CO 
CO  OC  cc 
CM  CO  «m 


83SS38-8  8388  g 

ic^'jtcooiOffl  ©  SP  «o  ©  cp 
ca  t  r.  'X  o  *  ©     OciCiO  cb 


ci  m  c  g  p 
co  o     o  © 


88 


u  I 


x  o  J 


as* 

SS.S2  c^^.iJ 


-5  ^  J 

5  i  S  5  S 


Stjj 

c/i  EH  »-> 


5  8  ■ 
5-2  >f  «-s 

s  »J  *  5- » 
litis 

^  ^  W 


£2    *  5  5*J 

2  o  *  JP  .9  J5 
<         Ha  Pi  w 


ETJTLAND  COUNTY. 


1229 


n  « 
*3  (3 

B| 

<T3  CM 
43  CO 
&0  =© 

p  OO  - 


1-1  a 

oo 

OO  y 

oo*  «s  & 

£  c  3 

55  3  B 

O  °0 


a  8 

O    .  rH 


ft  >>« 

»  «  s 

r-t  C3  3 
-  fl 
CC  fc, 

nod 

«-o  to 

r3  CD 

22-2 


CO  * 


oo  <*  £ 

c5  3  fl 

Sis? 


T3 

a 

o 

C3 

.2 

A  £ 
>» 

.  eg 
O 

-  £ 


e-1 


rH  OO 


P. 


_  rC 


eft 

"  Cl'cO 
«  co  oo 
OO  — 


CO  CO  CO 
CO  CO  CO 

on  x  m 


c-  a. 


Oi  ^  _,  *P 
CM  CO  ,*H  rH 


oo 

CO 


5  ^ 


P 


cc  ry:  <J  m 


Cfr40  CM  ^  "**  73  _  CO 

h  s  ^  m  s  ~  < 


rH  OOOO      <-t  55  o  a*  O  O  O  *-  OcO  COO      OJOOOM      —  ~  O  O    I    I  —  C  — ' 

co         <r  -  x  ^     ^cocot>(NTt<cooo         -e*  cd         o  :i  :i  -r  o     c  c  i-  f  r.  c 

r-l  OJ  CM  —t  -rr       r-(  i — i  CM  C1H  CM  TP  CM       CM  CO       CM  i— i  CM  CO 


8 

88 

©  o 
p  o 

ClcorPCDOOOO 

o  o 

o  o 

O  O 
O  O 

5DOOO  ci 
CD  O  O  O  CM 

«  g 

O  O  ci 

CD 
Ci 

o  o 

oo  cc 

o  o 

3D  co 

Nniocoooocb 

TP  CI  TP  C  J  tP  OO  CI 

©  cd 

CO  OS 

CD  O 
oo  O 

CD  O  O  O  — < 

CM  30       oo  O 

or  C 
CC  C4 

O  XX 

o 

Ph 

Pri.  A  dr'r, 
i  Private, 

eo  ■ 

piff  2 
2  if  *  q  * 

i* 

c2 

«3 
-  f3 

1-4 

Cm 

(h 
4> 
■9 

Ph 

o~ 
Ph 

?; 

=  «8 

Gtl 

- 

aS  1—1 

g  o 

>  - 

-A 

"2-3  g-i 
o  ^-  -c;  o 

hHMhj 


sf  ]llf  1? 

S  cc  g  cTS 


C  rH 


a  S  o» 

-  5  _iC    =  "TJ 

"3  ~  a  "3  ^ 

 ,  —  *J  ^.  o 

■<  r-a  r-  r-5  !-j 


3  5 


~  -  is  5  a  a 
cv:  ^  it  in  v"  <,  < 


1230 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


St  - 
*  a 
>J  o 


o  S 

O  »  JO 


00  <u 


Cr  CM 
o  P»w 


c 

o 

«— i  oo 


.-Tr-I  °»S 


co"  CS 


o 

H  CO  O 

S  ej  fl 

s 5  u  1^2 

E"1  «  .£3 


-2  3 
<1 


a  a 


< 


u  O  <u 


> 

S'S 

— .  ?s 


o  o  o 

CM 


> 


i  >vr  si 
j  §'5  | 


CD  CO  CO  00  CO  rH 
t»  t~  co  t~  t» 


CM 
I  CO 


CO  l— I 

CM  _ 


Cm 


CO  CO  CO 
CO  CO  CO 
CO  CO  00 


a-  c-  a, 


«  6-2  8  s  5  a 
i— t  .  ©  •  .  *  • 

C£  ^5  JZJ  S  ^5  !2h  O 


oa 

C5  OS 
rfi  O 
CM  CM 


OOOMOOO 
OCtOQOOO 

O  O  05  m  o  o  o 

CM      CM  CM  CM 


O  co 
«f  o 
CM  rfl 


i  *  ^  * 


•  8  f  £    .  l" 

3<r  &  a  --'2  ?« 


W  »  «  W  cffl  H  ^ 


INDEX  TO  VOL  111. 

ErilA.M)  COUNTY. 


Abell,  Hon.  Rodney  C,  717. 
Abtrnathy,  Gov.,  508. 
Abbot,  Rev.  Benj.,  897. 
Abot,  iSarah,  1141. 

Adams,  7 02,  718  ;  Abner,  980;  A.  N., 
707,  708,  718,  772,  1206;  Ada  M., 
Alice  A.,  Andrew  N.,  Annie  E.. 


Armintrton,  Geo.  B.,  950. 

Armsbury,  Gideon,  1094. 

Armstrong,  1030;  Cobert,  1096. 

Arnold,  Rev.  Artemus,  782  ;  Benedict, 
510,  9i£ ;  Clark,  581  ;  Daniel,  tifco, 
726;  John,  416,  417;  Oliver,  554, 
559,  572,  603;  Stephen,  559,  57: 


741 ;  B.  F.,  1063  ;  Hou.Chas.,  1160  .[  Hon.  Stephen,  572, 
Edwin  R^  Edwin  S.,  Elisha,549.  551,!  Asbury,  Bishop,  46!.*,  470,  631. 
406;  Ira  M.,741  ;  J.,  733;  James, j  Ashley,  Elisha,  995;  E.  708;  Isaac 
435,  439,  1141,  1142;  James,  Esq.,  Elias,  971,  978,  989  ;  Leon.,  726 
741;  John  4o6,  1066  ;  John  J.,  Jo-j  Thomas,  678,  792. 
eeph,  741,  683,  693,  707,  70S;  Jo-  Aspinwall,  Rev.,  1193 


Beph,  E*q.,  741,  742;    Oscar  F 
Pliny,  6S7  ;  Robert,  G^7,  697  ;  Stel- 
la A.,  741 ;  Adams  and  Allen,  1068. 
Aiken,  John,  421;  Rev.  Dr.,7a9;  Rev. 

Silas,  467  ;  Simeon,  421. 
Ainsworth,  Danlortb,  Henry,  Hiram, 
674  ;  Hon.  Joel  W.,  1170 ;  John,  609. 
Aldeu,  Nath'l  B.,  472,  473. 
Aldrich,  1124. 
Alesworthy,  10S8. 
Alexander,  Giles,  746. 


Atwater,   Daniel,    1206;  Jonathan, 

779  ;  Rev.  W.  W„  708. 
Atwell,  Rev.  P.  P.,  1194. 
Atwood,  Dr.  H.  C,  522,  547. 
Austin,  0.  P.,  754;  Rev.  Harvey  F., 

413,  426. 
Averill,  Isaiah,  790. 
Avery,  Chas.,  457  ;  Daniel,  444,451, 
454 ;  Elijah,  451 ;  Simeon,  4-16,  451 
Stephen,  451. 
Axtell,  Daniel,  603,  609, 
Ay  res,  Rev.  Jos.,  717. 

Prof.  Richard 


Bradford,  593,  601.  603,  612;  Clara- 
sa,  755;  Dana,  478,  482;  Daniel, 
605;  Eli  Y.,  Hannah,  755;  Heman, 
612;  Hosea,  512,  593.  594;  Jacob, 
735  ;  Jetf,  707  ;  Mary,  735  ;  Hoses, 
446,  447,  452;  Mrs.,  508  ;  Rebecca, 
735  ;  Rev,  789;  Richard,  600  ; 
Sarah,  Sybel,  735  ;  Win.  F.,  707, 
1060;  Win.,  Lt.,  549,  550;  Vinton, 
454. 

Barney,  Dr.  Allen,   Amherst,  1130  ; 

Fayett,  516;  Jeffery  A.,  Dr.  Job, 

1130;  Capt.  Joseph',  513;  Nath'l, 

Nicholas,  1130;  L„  10*34. 
Barnnm,    1084  ;    Gideon,  Timothy, 

612. 

Barrett,  Alex.,  593,  595,  609,  612; 

Cantlin,  5U3;   Jazemiah,  601,  603; 

John,  633  ;  Jona.,  593,  601 ;  Sop'u- 

ronia,  612;  Thos.,  -150. 
Barrows,  Eleazer,  518. 
Bartholomew,  Daniel,  674  :  Eleazer, 

506. 

Bartlett,  Abel  and  wife,  602,610;  Ab- 
ner and  wile,  Chas.,  610;  Daniel, 
505,  540,595;  David,  550,  595 ;  Dex- 
ter, Geo.,  Henry  and  wife.  Ira.  Jacob, 
607,  610;  Jerries,  Jeremy,  602,  Old  ; 
Joel  C,  Joseph,  Josiah,  010;  Mar- 
cus, 596  ;  Mary,  610  ;  Moses.  5i?9 ; 
Plyn,  Prince,  Ruth,  Smith,  Sopnia, 
610. 

Barton,  Dr.,  460;   Lewis.  578  ;  Rev., 
89,  Barton  and  Tower,  9Si 


Allard,  John,  685. 

Allen,  704  ;  Abigail,  609,  742;  A.,  716: !  Bache,    Prof.,  48rt 
Alanson,  618, 677,  679,  692,  700,  703,!    Theophilact,  1091. 
706,  709,717,720,741,  742,754;  Rev.Bachus,  Dr.  Chas.,  49S,  500,  740,  741 ; 
Barnes,  742,  778  ;  Cornelia  M.,  742;  Ann,  Charlotte,  Frances,  Mary,  740, 
David,  609  ;  Douglass,  742,  Rev.  D.  741. 

0.,  741 ;  Col.  Ebenz.,  609,  682,  673,  Bacon,   Chauncey,    Jacob,  Nath'l, 
686.  943,  989,  lu73,  1074,  1142,  1145,1    Philip,  439,  443.  485. 
1147;  Edward,  70S;  Elizabeth  M.,  Bailey,  Anson,  981;  Rev.  A.  II.,  475, 
724;  Elisha,  609;  Col.  Ethan,  527,     514,  737,738;  James  J.,  1194 ;  Sam- 

655,  557,  558,  572,  582,  585,  624,  644, |  uei,  70S  ;  S.  W.,730;  Thos.  R.,  HOOJBascom,  D.  C,  500;  Edward  S.,  704 
650,  724,  700,  809,  933,  942,  978,  988,  Baird,  II.  F.,  548  ;  Thadeus,  549.  Dea.  Joseph  and  wife,  420;  Josh- 

1077,  1092,  1093,  1097,  1143,  UDO.jUaker,  Dr.  Aaron,  949;   Aaron  II. J    ua,  457. 
1191;  Col.  Ira,  405,  555,  589,  603,     652,653;  Absaiom.  406;  Adelaide, | Bnssett,  603  ;  Rufus,  *13. 
604,  605,  609,  682,  7< '7.71S,  747,752,)    610;  Albert,  600;  Alice,  510:  Ama-|BatcLeider,  Rev..  514. 

sa,  Anna,  Anson,  609;  A.  S„  612,jBatehellor,    John   C,    Lyman,  Jr., 
661,  670;  Austin,  0o3  ;  Austin  S.J    1172  ;  BatcheJIor  and  Sous,  1171. 
Bsnjamin,  Bradon,  Candr.ce,  Eliza  Bates  H.  W.,  &  Co.,  700;  R>3V.,  605; 
beth,  609;   Ezk'l,  Geo.,  Henry  J..     Rev.  Dr.,  463 ;  Pres.  Joshua.  Maria, 
Henry  S.,  James,  Joel  C.  607,  609;     1140;  Rev.  Joshua,  D.  D.,  1106. 
John,  780  ;  Joseph,  Jonas,  LydiajBaum,  Col.,  528. 

M.ircellus,  Mary,  609,  610;  Myro) Baxter,  A  ,  538;  Gen..  1119;  Henry, 


D.,  674;  Naomi,  Nathan  L.,  Nath'l 

Oliver.  Peter,  Philela,  609,  610;  Re- Beach,  Aaron,  54\ 
member,  998,  1091,1092,1096;  San-| 

l?  u    S3......   w.n  i   ann  I 


1118  ;  John  N..  1068. 

54;  Gershom, 
547,  54'J,  551,  554  ;  Samuel,  43s. 
ford,  Sarah,  Stephen,  Willard,  609,[Beal,  Rev.  Isaac,  469,  777.  901.  1050. 

Beaman,  Caroline  L.,  Chas.  H.,Culten 
C,  Frances,  733,  735  ;  Ueo.  II..  733. 


194  : 


1061,  1094,  1096,  1097,  1147;  Ira  C.J 

6S3,  742,743,  754;  Isaac.  Jane,  609; 

John,  591,  609;  Jude,  679;  Justus, 

742;  Laura,  679  ;  Lucy,  L.,  742; 

Nathan,  679,  693.  1096;  Obadiah, 

889  ;  Philip,  6S5  ;  Prince,  6<<9  ;  Rev., 

419;  Richard,   742,   743;  Rhoba, 

Rhoda,  609;  Rhobeth,  593;  Ru!us,| 

742;  Ruth.Saily,  609;  Simeon,  742; j 

T.,  933;  Timothy,  742;  Zimri,  746,1 

747;  Loeth,  609;  Allen  Adams 

Co.,  743.  610;  VV.,  1097 

Alliney,  Timothy,  1193.  |  Balding,  Mary,  1137. 

Ambler,  Deborah,  417;  Ebenz.,  439,!  Baldwin,  Col",  420;  Thos.,  431,  432, 

447,  448  ;  James,  447  ;  John  and)  433. 

wife,  430,  436,  439,  448;  Lydia,  Mary,!  Balis,  John,  406,  407,  408. 
Moses,  Mrs.,  1144 ;  Theodieia,  Wm  ,j  Ball,   Heman,  1179;    Rev.  Heman, 
Dr.,  439.  j    1050,  1053  ;  James,  0i>2. 

Ames,  Rev.,  Bern  ice,  D.,  460,  469,  473,|  Baltandvne,  Dr.,  604. 

474.  |BaiUtrd,"717  ;  Alfred  C,  1160;  Er.ek- 

Amherst.939,  940;  Gen.,  428.  (    iel  C,  592,  607  ,  608 ;  Hon.  Henry, 

Anderson,  Maj.,  9sa;  Capt.  Mathew.l    Jeremiah,  John,  675 ;  Joseph,  683; 

783.  |  Kollin ,C,  1161 

Andrews,  1090,  1201  ;  Dr.  David,  6"9  ;j  Ballon.  Alma,  1180;  Eliakim,  1164. 
Ebenz.,   1088;  Elisha,  1150;  Eph-  Bancroft,  At 
raim,  1108;  Dr.  Joseph,  609;  Rov.j    611;  John, 
Leman,  1170;  Titus,  1175.  Bangs,  469. 

Andrus,  Alta,  Clara,  009  ;  Ephraim,  Barber,  Brtay,  408 ;  Daniel,  108,  411  ;j  Helding,  Levi,  413. 

1168;  Kara,  Hannah,   John,  60.t;|    David,756*;  (leman,  4  17,  408 ;  Levi, |  Belknap,  Horace,  517  ;    Jesse,  5""., 
John  11.,  592,  593,  6u9:  Judge  J.  G.J    4uS  ;   Nuucie   W.,  478:  liuawwU 
629;  Julia,  Sophia,  Tempo,  609.      j    Ruth,  Capt.  Wm.,  Wm.C.,408. 
Anger,  Rev.  Aaron.  IG9,  Rarden,  John,  12",.,  1206. 

Angevhld,  Sally,  984.  IB.irUer,  Joeeph.  130,  4 

Ans.<>n,  lt.ev.  W  m.,  B05,  608.  |    Lewis,  447.  448,  44J ;  i 


(35,  1064;  Rev.  J« 
733,735;  Jenks,733,  735,  9 
700,  978.  985,  987  :  Joel  D., 
wife,  733,  735;  John  B.,  ' 
777  ;  John  and  wife,  733^73 
733,  735,  742 ;  Rev.  Dr."  N 
710,718,732;  Mary.  Mi 
Mallory,  Minerva,  Sum: 
ed  low,  Mrs.,  6y,"  ;  Ricl 


;  Joel, 
>l  and 
.  7:55, 
Luke, 
..  714, 


n-ihi 


074. 


)1. 


j  Bedell,  Rev.  Wm.,  1191. 
596,   602;  Amo«,|Beebe,  Alex.,  451,  452;  Robert,  12 
Beecher,  Rev,  L>  man,  938. 
IB  dam  v.  Kev.  Dr..  1059. 


512,  525  ;  Rev.  J<»hn,  473. 
Bell,  Jonu.,  IH-.  114  '. :  A  m  .  80S. 
[BtjlloWi,  Col.  Beiii.,  1125;  Col.,  511. 

443,  41^;  Ben.  tii.  Rev,  J  o  :  <  . 

lllil,  Oil.    ,  BtHOdU  l.  Rev.  T.,  •  22. 


Anthony,    Abraham,  603{    A  Item,  Barlow,  Htmian,  070,  082,  726;  John,  Benjamin,  J.  ■>.,  7 .  - .  Mm  Sally,  8S2. 
1121;  Jame-%  io7'»;  John,  Joseph,!    0o7  ;  Dr.  IMog,  Wm.,  950.  Bennett,  Alston,  790;   J..  788,  189; 

Baimiel,  1121.  Barnard.  C.  B.,  Uan'l,  519,  550,       ;     lion,  Mi  to,  IWft,  USti. 

Apph'ioti,  Miles,  417  ;  Reeves  4  Co.,|    Daniel, 579;  Joel, 418,  | Benson,  Ail.n  mid  wife,  \mos  and 

1113.  iBarues,  4-10,  v50,  893  j  Deuj.,  012;!    Wile,  Duniel  and  wile,  ttuv  id,  Duty, 
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612;  Egbert,  Hon.  406,  407  ;  Klihn, 
608,  and  wife,  612;  Jacob  and  wife, 
Job  and  wife,  Rufus  and  wile,  Solo- 
mon, 612. 

Bentley,  Richard,  510. 

Berry,  James,  5i-. 

Betsells,  George,  610, 


Adams,  L.,  Adelaide,  Alnieda,  Aloo- 
zo  and  wife,  Amos  and  wife,  Andrew 
Anna,  Asa,  61.1,  614;  Barton;  593 ; 
Benj.  and  wife,  Bethuel,  Jr.,  and! 


661;  Mrs.  Eunice,  608,  615,670,071; 
John.  Joseph  and  wife,  1st,  2d, 
Joseph,  jr.,  Lncy,  Michael,  Nancy, 
Patience,  Penniah  and  wife,  Phebe, 


wife,    Braddock,    Bradley,    Burt,]    615  ;  Saje,  Tainer,  Tabitha'.  Timo-' 


Chiis.,  Chas.  Jr.,  and  wile,  Clarence, 
Cloe,  613,  614 ;   Daniel,  603 ;  and) 


Bigelow,  Dan.,  772  ;   Edmund,  796;!    wife,  613;  Daniel,  Key.  and  wife,! 
Rev.  Henry,  625,  991 ;  L.,  1115  ;  No* 
ah,  473  ;  Simeon,  445,   446,  452  ; 
Win.,  703. 
Billings,  Col.  Amos,  500,  502,  505;  D., 


thy  and  wile,  Timothy,  Jr.,  and 
wife,  Williamson  and  wife,  579, 
580,  581,  608,  615,  670  671. 


Bingham,  1145;  A.  H.,  500;  Mrs.  A. 

H..  -489,  490,  492,  4'>4  ;  Kev.  Moore, 

1195 ;    Kev..    467  ;   Solomon,  432,1 

1141,  114-',  1148. 
Birchard,  Edwin       1118, 1119. 
Bisbee,  Chan.  C,  489. 
Bishop,  Amasa,  Eta,.,  1171 ;  John,  601 

John  M..  612. 
Blacker,  43'J ;  Dea.  Asa,  4-51 ;  Denni 

son,  446. 

Blake,  A.  S.  C.  B.,  Chas.,  John  H. 

ltoyal,  478,  479;  Rev.,  1095 ;  Wm 

D.,  725,  726. 
Blakely,  Clement.  454. 
Blanchard,  Azariah,  678;  Capt.,  1137 


Hope,  500;  Na.haniel,  794;  Thos.,i  Brookins.  James,  972,  982. 

Crooks,  Hon.  Preston,  722. 


6<»5,  614;  David,  De  Witt  C,  613,  Bullard,  Caroline,  Christopher  M., 
614;  Edward,  440;  Eli  and  wife,;  Dudley,  Jane,  Jed'h.  L>,  John,  Sib- 
El  iza,  Erastus.  Erwin,  h'ny  and  wife,  el,  Simeon  and  wife,  738;  Rev.  Ward, 
Prank  and  wife,  Geo.,  Geo.  W.  D.!  413. 
and  wife,  Halleck,  Henry,  Hitand  Bullfinch,  Col.,  411. 
P.,  613,  614;  Hiram  and  wife,  1st,  Bullock,  Hon.  Alex.,  420;  Royal, 
2nd,  613,  614,  660;  Hon.,  427  ;  Icha-  749. 

l«od,  613,  614;  Ira,  603,  633:  Jas.  Bump.  1169;  Abner,  616,  670;  Am, 
N.,  652;  Jerome  B.  and  wife,  814;  Bela,  Edward,  Capt.  Iklw'd,  and 
John,  590,  613,  614;  Joseph,  614;!  wife,  Lael,  Maria,  670;  Valorous, 
Lt.  Joshua,  660,  6*34:  Lyman,  Ly-I  579. 

man,  11., 613,664 ;  Martin,  Martin  C,  Bumpus,  Andms,  Edmund,  James, 
612,  614;  Mioah,  Maj.,  442;  Minerl    1166;  Oscar  P.,  1171. 
and    wife,  613,  660;   Nelson   and  Burchard,  Rev.  Jvdediah,  465.  467. 
wife,  Pnebe,  Robert,  Rcsweil,  Sa-  Burge,  Rev.  Caleb,  419. 
rah,  Sherman  and  wife,  Smith  and: Bnrgoyne,  Get:.,  482,  488,  525,  526, 
j    wife,  Solomon,  Willard  and  wife,!    52fc>,  541),  586.  587,  612,  624,  673, 
Wm.  and  wife,  613,  614.  |    6»2,  761,  745,  751,  794,  911,  926,  983, 

iBronsoii,  Rev.  Abraham,  1207  ;  Harry!  1148. 
I    73S,  739:  Peleg,  992.  j  Burke,  708  ;  Jesse.  552. 


701,  , 


[Burnap,  John,  1058. 
|Bi;rnham,  Rev.  B.  S..  1191. 


Bliss,  Amos,  957;  K.  J.,  482.500,  Rev.  Brou^'hton,  A.  W.,  445;  P.  A.,  R.  TL.,  Burnell,  Dea.  Asa,  Samuel,  Esq.,  453. 


Enos,  445,  456,  463.  467;  <jeo.  4> 


6»2,  612,  r>l3  ;  Samuel,  1206. 


|  Burrows,    Amos,    Eld.,  117 


Rev. 


Blodgett,  Rev.  Luther  P.,  411 ;  Sodies,!  Brown,  Amasa,  614;  Rev.  Amasa,  772;  j    James  P.,  413. 


1092,  10^-5;  Rev.  Wm.,  479. 
Blood,  Ed.,  Caleb,  469,  761. 
Blossom,  David,  Peter,  1206. 
Blunt,  Ashel,  7y6. 
Board,  Cornelius,  David,  678. 
Boardmau,  Benajah  aud  wife,  749 

Rev.  Geo.  D.  D..  521. 
Bogue,  Harris,  943. 
Boissounault,  Rev.  J.  A.,  539,  717. 
Boitt,  Rev.  Xelaon,  1191. 
Boland,  730. 
Bolles,  714. 
Bond,  W.  H.,  603. 

Bostwick,  671 ;  Rev.  Samuel  B.,  500. 
Bourne,  Chas,,  Edmund,  Moatreviile. 
612. 

Bootelle,  Amos  L.,  652,  660. 
Boorn,  C.  H.  and  wife,  791. 
Bowdish,  Isaac  B.,  1118.. 
Bo  we,  Amos,  1205;  Obadiah  A.,  1205, 
1206. 

Bowen,    Daniel,   609;   Henry,  465 


Hon.  Ambrose  L.,  620,  1062,  1<>98  :;Bnrt,  B.  II.,  789  :  Capt.,  431. 
Amos,  593,  615  ;  Capt.  Amos,  Army  Burton,  Rev.  Dr.   Asa,  1061,  1091; 
Burton,  Betsy,  Caroline,  Charles,:    Ben  j.,  616,  660;  Bernice,  660 ;  Diana, 
Charlotte,  514;   CoJ.,  751;  C.  II.,!    Eliphalet,    John,    Joua,  Joseph, 
lOOO;  Daniel,  Dexter.  Edward,  514  ;j    Stephen.  Tiniothy,  616. 
Elisha,  514,  593,  603;   Emeline,  Bush,  K.  A.,  479. 
Emma,  Esther,  614;  E.  W\,  717  ;j Butler,  Benj.,  797 ;  James,  783;  ProfV 
Francis,  605;  Preedom,  514;  Gil-;    J.  D.,  1030.  1'037.  lo63,  1107;  Mrs. 
man,  Harvey,  Hiram,  614;  H.  H.J    J.  D.,  1106;  Peter.    1118,  1119, 
1060;   H.    0.,   514;  James,    694;!    Rachel,  1105. 

James  P.,  700,  7ol;  John,  614,  6^9,  Button,  Anna,  Anson,  615;  Chas., 
699,  734,  779;  Joseph,  703;   Mar-    467,  608,  615.1091, 1092;  Casts.  P., 


ceil  us,  Marshall,  Mary,  Nancy,! 
Orange,    Otis,    Par*ndis,  Paris,! 


109-j 
Hon. 


Hon.  Fred'k.,  561,  562,  571 
Harvey,    1170,  1186,  1187 


Phebe,  Polly,  614;  Capt,  Perley,!    Dea.  John,  1.179;  Joseph,  608, 615, 
Rev.,  606;  Samuel,  Simeon,!    630,  1199;  Mathias,  1199;  Nath' 


740;  Rhoda,  Samuel,  Seneca,  615; 
Stephen,  1187;  Thos.,  615;  Wm. 
H  ,  1170. 


Sophia.  614;   Sylvanus,   557,  558,] 
o*2.  5<o:  Valentine,  1194;  Hannah, 
j    Waterman  O.,  114;  Wm.  G.,  449;| 

Win.  Q.,710.  jBntts,   Eben'z.,  and   family,  1207; 

[Browne!!,  Alpheu*,  and  wife,  Benj..     Francis,  1137. 
j    Benj.  jr.,  Eunice,  Joseph  and  wife,  Bustet,  Rev.  H.  T.,  1139. 


James,  683;  Rev.  J.  N'.,  717;  Dr.I    6oi,  614;  Russell,  Sarah,  Zadeck,  Byington;  Dexter,  Rev.  Justus,  605. 
Silas,  56.3, 564,  565.  {    614.  jCadwell,  Geo..  6'Jt';    Dr.  Geo.  and 

Bowker,   John,    1144;  Joseph,  784.; Brownson,  Cornelius,  6S2,  689  ;  Col.     wife,  723 ;  Jesse,  571. 

1093;  Hon.  Joseph,  1050, 1057,11)58,1    Timothy,  418 ;  Cady,  Maj.  Ad  in,  Ben*.,  Calvin  B., 

1059;  Judge,  1090.  j  Bruce,  Chas.  M.,  and  wife,  604,  614.     232,729;  Catherine  M.,  732;  Char- 

Boyce,  David,  607,  612;  Sarah  A.,  667, j    615:  Geo.,  615;   Jona.  Esq.,  683;     iotte,    729,   732;    Chas.  T., 
968;  Wm.,  699.  j    Bruce  and  N  ichols,  604.  Chtmncev    M.,   Chester  C. 

Boylan,  Rev.  Chas.,  957,  1049,  1162.     Bryant,  Mrs.,  701,  Kev.  Robt.,  413. 


Buck,  Aaron,  577;  Zephainah,  5i  8 
i    Alfrki,  952;  Isaac,  942,952;  Wm 
1137. 

Buck  land,  Abner,  446.  458;  David  , 
Bradford,  Eli,  616;  Prof.,  640;  Gov.i    440,44.8,  452;  David,  jr.,  446,  Hiram,'|  732. 

Wm.,  1100;  Rev.  Wm.,  H«>7.  I    Capt  ,  Timothy,  446.  iCahart,  Rev.  J.  W.,  490 

Bradley,  Benj.,  1166,  1167,  1168, 1175  ;jBuckiin,  Albert"  615,  616;   Alonzo,  Cahee,  Bros.,  500 


Bo\le,  Chas.,  678,  688,  ^93;  Bo\it>and 

White,  6x83,  697,  699,  7  S3. 
Brace,  Jona.  Es.]..  6>3. 
Braddiah,  Daniel, 


Clara,  Clark  C.  7_'.»,  732:  Rev. 
Cornelius  L.,  728,  732;  Eliza,  Mrs. 
Dolly,  786  ;  Hannah,  Jona.,  John 
and  wife,  1st  ami  2d,  Lewis,  Lucin- 
da,  Oliver  and  wile,  Zuriah,  ',  iy. 


Mrs.  Benj.,  1168,  1169;  Daniel,  1161 

Elijah,    Emngene,   Georgia,  John,! 

612;  I'arthetia,  1167  ;  lion.  Stephen 

R  ,  1155,  1161 ;  Hon.  Wm.C,  1158.  | 
Braiuard,  Abigail,  Chas.,  David.  Jemi-| 

ma,  John,    L.V'dia,  Dea.  Timothy, 

Timothy  Jr.,  731. 
Branch,  Darius,  Kufus,  502. 
Bra  v ton,  Mrs.  Mary,  992  j  Thos.,  659, 

561. 

Braizee,  775,  776;  Eynck,  478. 


Breukent  id^e,  James.  ;>5,s,  561<  'Duel.  Hon.  Alex.,  Kf> 

BrewstiT,    Clms.    1141,    1142,   1149;' Burl  1,   A l-x.  \V..  4: 
Joua.,  795,  7i»7.  I    Kphniim,  >02,   ■  > 


615  ;  Amos,  U69;  Chas.  K.,  Chase.  Caisey,  Rev.  Q.,  478. 
David,  015;  Geo.  A.  615,  660  ;  Gran-iCalkins,  5S0,  581,  585,  589;  590,  60% 
ville,   Harriet,  446;  Isaac,  Lewis,j    604;  Lt.  S.,  690;  Richard,  616, 617j 
Liicintla,  Nath'l,  615:  Rnfus,  603,1    Stephen,  Jr.,  G09,  616,  617. 
615;   Silas,  Capt.,  Timothy,  446,  Cam,  John,  1064. 
Truman,  Wm.,  605;   Bucklin   A  (Cam  p,  Rev.,  525. 
Vail,  60%  Campbell,  Archibald.  404;  Dr.  Geo. 

Buffam,  Aimira,  615;  Caleb,  602,  604.  |    W.,  1139;  Lt.  75-8;  Dr.,  033;  James, 
615;  Daniel,  615,  623;   Hannah, I  679,689, 

ID-man,  lluldab,  Larned,  Lucy,  Cannon,  Iter.  John,  782 ;  R«v.  JoiMk, 
Parris  E.,  Sophia,  615,  !  998. 


Icon,  797.  Cm. field.  Dennis,  616,  634;  Rhone*., 
•is petti  1168     ;»S4;  Bev.  IMlilo,  71':;  Tho*..  594 


apen., 


John 


j.  w.,  ago; 


Bri^ifM,  881;  Arnold,  705,  7<H\  681;    £25,  527;  Samuel,  44 'J  ;  Wm.,  07  >     Jona.,  700;  NT,  5  o. 

Asa,  1122;  »r..s„  5  o ;  Kon.  B.N.J    68f,6ii9.  JCaprvn,  llenj.,  1077 ;  «,,:auncev,  454; 

448,  454,  419  ;   Kphriam,  640;  Geo.,!  Bulifer,  Thom^  706.  SlrsM  1.143  ;  Satouel.  4.4,  64% 

4  »h,  5<M) ;  Jam**,  Suiunor,  ."xio.         Bull,  Aaron,  506;    llviih  and  wife,  Cardiiml,  Rev.  H  ,  '  \i. 
Brock,  Alauson  and  write,  Calvin  R.,1    ...'5,  liiTTj  A  una.  Carpenter,  Cha*.,j  Carey,  Swth,  fhuodore,  4i0. 

David  and  wife,  Jonu  »nd  wife,-    Clark  and  wife,  i>l. 5;  Uriapiii,  579,  Carlisle,  Martin,  450. 

John  8.  and  wife,  ill.  ;    5-0,  JjJi,  58,5,607,81.5,  671,  and  wi'e;  t'arnes,  Derrick,  074.  67&J   If,  B  .   •  0. 

Bromley,  Aaron,  415,  417,  613,  614,!    Elijah  aud  wite,  670,671;  Eli dia,  Citrpenter,   C'.-p!..^,    7W6,  780,    7 Si* 
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ry,  0,0  ;  llenrv,  44b,  760,  971,  978, 
1064,1185;  Ichabod,  1177;  Isaac, 
779,  797,  800,  SOI ;  Gen.  Isaac,  40~, 
50S,  525,  673,  674.  075,  &7\  682,  685. 
72.';  Israel,  979,  1177  ;  Joseph,  732  : 
J.  B.,  Rev.,  502,  571  ;  Jonas,  423 ; 
Joseph,  #09,  419;  Luciuus,  Rev;.  F„ 
518;  Mart iu,  549;  Merritt,  7i>7,  70s ; 
Miriam,  499,  460;  Lt..  Nelson  N.. 
1133;  Rev.  Mvron,  733;  Norman. 
782;  P.  C,  1093;  P.  P.,  784;  Rev. 
Philetus,   502,571;    R.   II.,  648, 


Fassett,  713;  George.  Esq.,  Lucy, 
1054;  James,  Joshua,  673;  Lydia 
718;  Oliver  and  wife,  074.  r".77 
6S2,  683,  684,  685,  6*7,  718,  727 
736;  P;itty,  Samuel,  675,  718  ;  Sol- 
omon, 697,  717.  71s,  726. 


Frank  A.,  611.  497  :   Rev.  Joseph,;    801 ;  Fanny,  778 ;  Geo.,  1074  ;  Har- 

782,  991;    Lyman,  726  ;  Marvin, 
704;  Wilson,  781. 
Carr,  Caleb,  Rial,  497. 
Carter,  Byron,  410;  Jabez.  Rev.  John 

S.,  Jonah,  413,  417. 
Carver,  Capt.  Jona.,445,  449  ;  Joseph, 

676;  Ralph,  676. 
Case,  1129;  Dr.  C.  L.,  458  j  Eliphalet 

ami  wile,  Sarah,  722. 
Castle,  Daniel. 557  ;  E>q.,  Loyal,  41G. 
Catlin,  Albert  L.,  1113. 
Catou,  Dr.  Wiu.,  736. 

Cazier,  John,  518,  549;   Rev.  Mat- Samuel  C,  723;  Wni.',  477  ;   Z.,  498, 

thias,  509,  1057.  500. 
Chafie,  Frederick  425.  'Clay,  Hon.  C,  527. 

Chalplain,  Rev.  Albert,  726.  Clement,  Chas.,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W., 

Chamberlain,  Rev.  Calvin,  464;   Da-j    1124;  Giluiore  and  tons,  Percival 

vid,  769  ;  Joel,  611;   John,  447;!  1066, 1068 ;  Wm.,  707. 

Stone  &  Co.,  1113  :  Wm.,  622.  demons,  S.  S.,  1170;  Rev.  Sylvester, 

Champlain,  Rev.  Albert,  413.  717.       j  607. 

Chandler,  Benj.,  Dr.  Benj.,  1141, 1142;  Cleveland,  Abigail,  718;  Albert,  673; 

Dr.  Joua.,  742.  I    Aliueda,  71*;  D.  D.,  1109;  Enoch, 

Chapin,  E.  A.  1113. 

Chaplain,  Geo.  W.,  1080  ;  Rev.,  J.  W.  I 

1093. 

Chaplin,  Rev.  Moses,  516. 
Chapman,  Alpheus,  Rev.  E.  II.,  Rev.j 

Dr.,  1054;  Rev.  Horace  B.,  419,  532,1 

Dr.  Perez,  Roxana,  Sylvester,  410. -Clifford,  Simeon,  450. 
Chaplin,  Rev.  Moses,  560.  <  lift.  C  ,  801. 

Chase,  Abraham,  501.  582,  585,  5S7.  Clinton.  Gov.,  446,  1097. 

SS9.  590,  591,  604,  617  ;   Amelia.  Ar-  Cloarece,  Rev.  31.  J.,  1<«49. 

nohl,  Benj.  and  wife,  1st,  2d.  Clara. (dough,  Phineas,  795,  796,  799,  S00; 

Eliza,  617  ;    Ephraim,    610.  017:'    Phineas  C,  798. 
'  Capt.  Ephraim,    Fanny,  Frances. [Clyne,  Charles,  035. 

Lydia,  017;  Gto.  B.,  1117;  Rev.  Coats,  Rev.  Michael,  Samuel,  740. 

Moses,  406.  Cobb,  G.  D.  and  wife,  723  ;  George  G., 

Chatterlovv,  Mrs.  Melinda,  1107, 1168,     7'4  ;  Mary,  1170;  Simeon,  704. 

1173.J174;  Daft,  1174.  Cohurn,  Milo  P.,  413. 

Cheever,  Pliny  £.,  730  ;  Rev.  Sam'l,  Cochburn,  1076,  lu77,  1091  ;  Wm.  404, 

777  .  554. 
Chenev,  Albert,  491,   Betsv.  DorcasJCochrane,  Robert,  556,  553,  582,  535. 

445;  Edward,  445,  450,  452,  453  ;l  1091. 

Mrs.  Geo.,  789,   Hale,  450;    Heu^Cogswell,  795  ;  Eli,  512,  572;  Gen., 

ry  W.  and  wife,  730,  733  ;  James,!    513  .  peter,  508. 

518;  J.  Walton,  Samuel,  450;  W.  S...'Colburn,   Albert,    Betsy,   Betsy  D., 

1170.  j    Chas.,  Cullen,  Elizabeth,  Geo." Hen- 

Child,  A.,   53S  ;   Abial,  1170  ;  John,    rv,  John  P.  and  wife.  1st.  2d,  John! 

A.,  423  ;   Nath'l,  4-53  ;   Rev.  Will- j    P.  Esq.,  Lucy,  Mason,  Moses,  Rev.j 

ard,  412,  744,  948,  950,1040;  Rev.j    Rufus  C.,  Susan,  Wm.  B.  and  wife,! 

Dr.,  460  !    Rufus  C.  090.  700.  701,  702. 

Chipman,  Dr.  and  wife,  Dr.  Cyrns.lCohleu,  3.076;  Lt  .  403. 

1142,  1143,  11  02;   Hon.  Daniel.  739,|Cole,  Hon.  D.,  IU99;  David  C,  701  ;j 

760,1142,114.'.,  1102;   Danus,  Gus-    Hannah*.  1093. 

tavus,  1142,  1143,  1162  ;  Hon.  Hen-jColeman,  739 ;  Elijah,  732, 

ry,729;  Col.  John,  429;  Hon.  Lem-  Coles,  Sarah  E.,  1171. 

uel,  1142;  Hun.  2>ath'l,  552,  1058,  j  Collins,  Erwin.  Jeremiah,  John,  Jns- 

1142,1143,1144.  I    tin,  784;  Thaddeus,  446,  454;  Capt. 

Chittenden,  Capt.  Alonzo  N.,  Anna,!    Thomas,  779,  780. 

Anthony,  Benajah,  018;  Rev.  Beth-jColton,  Beaman,  734  ;  David  B.,  741 ; 

uel,  1141,  1143,1195;  Caleb,  Cath-j    Don..  772:  Joseph  E.,  741;  Moses, 

eriue,    Calvin,    Esther,    Freelove.j    700,  702,  711,715,734;  Walter,  1097, 

613;  Hannah,  777  ;  Ida,  Joel,  John, I    1098;  Col  ton,  Warren  and  Sproat, 

Joshua,  618;    Hm.   L    E.   1186;]  7<>2. 
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To  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  II.  Steele,  of  Derby;  Enos  W.  Thurber, 
Westfield,  Orleans  County;  Hon.  Loyal  E.  Kellogg,  Benson,  Rev.  Joseph  Steele 
Castleton;  Amos C.  Churchill,  Hubbardton.  Rutland  County;  all  of  this  volume. 

To  the  memory  of  Hon.  Harvey  Munsill,  Bristol;  Hon.  Alonzo  G.  Allen, 
Granville,  Addison  County. 

To  the  memory  of  Hon.  Dr.  Henry  Sheldon,  Rupert;  Dr.  Amori  Benson,  Land- 
grove;  Martin  Mattison,  Shaftsbury;  Walter  Randall,  Sandgate;  Benning- 
ton County. 

To  the  memory  of  Asahel  Burrington,  Burke ;  Rev.  O  G.  Clarke,  Groton, 
Caledonia  County. 

To  the  memory  of  James  Johns,  Huntington;  Rev.  Berxioe  D.  Ames,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel H.  Tuppek,  Charlotte;  Lyman  Thayer,  Shelburne;  Hector  Adams,  Esq., 
Milton;  Harry  Mii.lfr,  Williston,  Chittenden  County. 

To  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  Perry  historian  of  Swanton,  Franklin  Co. 

To  the  memory  of  Nathaniel  Rf.ad,  Esq.,  Cambridge;  Thomas  Waterman, 
Johnson;  A.  C.  Boardman,  Morristown,  Lamoille  County. 

To  the  memory  of  Inslex  Dow,  Corinth;  Hon.  Abu  ah  Howard,  Thetford, 
Orange  County.  

May  our  historians  rest  in  honor. 
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THE  FREE  PRESS  AND  TIMES — BURLINGTON. 

Miss  Hemen way's  Vt.  Gazetteer,  Vol.  2 — 
a  bulky  volume  of  1,200  pages.  Miss  Hem- 
enway's  work — of  great  value  to  the  State 
from  the  first — grows  in  interest  and  value 
as  it  proceeds.  We  wish  once  more  to  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation  under  which  she 
has  placed  all  Vermonters.  She  has  gather- 
ed in  this  volume  an  immense  amount  of  ma- 
terial, of  historical,  scientific  and  personal 
interest.  We  do  not  know  who  would  have 
been  likely  to  undertake  such  a  labor  if  she 
had  not,  and  she  deserves  the  hearty  encour- 
agement and  assistance  of  all  true  Vermont- 
ers. 

Volume  2  contains  the  histories  of  Frank- 
lin, Grand  Isle,  Lamoille  and  Orange  Coun- 
ties. It  opens  with  a  capital  likeness  of  the 
late  Rev.  Zadock  Thompson,  engraved  on 
steel  by  Buttre.  No  man  has  ever  better  de- 
served such  distinction  from  Miss  Hemenway. 

Franklin  County  is  remarkably  rich  in 
historical  material.  The  introductory  chap- 
ter is  by  the  late  Geo.  F.  Houghton,  Esq., — 
the  last  of  his  completed  historical  labors. 
The  histories  of  thirteen  towns  in  Franklin 
County,  follow,  filled  with  interesting  inci- 
dents and  biographies.  The  history  of  St. 
Albans,  by  L.  L.  Dutcher,  Esq.,  is  particular- 
ly full.  The  military  history  of  Franklin 
County,  occupying  70  pages,  is  by  Warren 
Gibbs,  Esq.,  a  most  valuable  contribution,  in- 
cluding lists  of  the  Vermont  officers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  15th  and  22d  regiments  of  infantry  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  full  lists  and  condensed 
records  of  every  soldier  of  Franklin  County 
in  the  late  war,  with  sketches  of  Gen.  Stan- 
nard,  Gen.  Win.  F.  Smith,  and  other  distin- 
guished soldiers. 

The  interesting  introductory  chapter  to 
Grand  Isle  County  is  by  D.  Webster  Dixon, 
Esq.,  who  also  furnished  the  full  and  careful 


town  history  of  Grand  Isle,  and  several  of 
the  biographical  sketches.  The  chapter  is 
appropriately  headed  by  a  steel  engraved 
likeness  of  Asa  Lyon,  who  was  in  his  day 
one  of  the  strong  man  of  Vermont,  taken 
from  a  pencil  sketch,  the  only  likeness  of 
him  in  existence.  The  biography  of  Mr. 
Lyon  is  contributed  by  the  venerable  Rev. 
Simeon  Parmelee,  who  knew  him  intimately 
fifty  years  ago.  In  the  history  of  the  town 
of  Isle  La  Motte  we  find  an  important  and 
interesting  paper  on  the  first  civilized  occu- 
pancy of  Vermont  soil,  by  Hon.  David  Read, 
of  this  city,  whose  contributions  to  the  first 
volume  of  the  Gazetteer  were  of  such  notice- 
able value.  In  this  paper  Mr.  Read  shows 
by  extracts  from  the  early  documentary  his- 
tory of  New  York,  that  Fort  Anne,  a  stone 
fort,  was  built  on  the  island  of  Isle  La 
Motte,  by  the  French,  in  1665,  thirty-nine 
years  before  the  building  of  the  block  house 
called  Fort  Dummer,  at  Brattleboro,  which 
has  heretofore  been  considered  the  first  civil- 
ized settlement  within  the  boundaries  of 
Vermont. 

The  Lamoille  Co.  chapter  appears  to  be 
quite  complete. 

The  Introductory  chapter  for  Orange  Co. 
is  by  Rev.  Silas  Mc  Keen,  who  also  furnish- 
es the  history  of  Bradford.  The  history  of 
Strafford  is  the  contribution  of  Senator  Mor- 
rill. The  settlement  of  Orange  County  com- 
menced over  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  the 
town  histories,  especially  of  the  river  towns, 
are  full  of  interesting  reminisences  of  Revo- 
lutionary and  Indian  hostilities  of  those 
early  days. 

The  series  ought  to  be  owned  by  every 
Vermonter  who  cares  anything  fof  the  histo- 
ry of  his  State,  and  for  the  enduring  memory 
of  her  sons,  whose  lives  are  worth  recording. 
AH  who  have  not  d  me  so,  should  procure  it 
now.  The  volumes  may  be  out  of  print 
sooner  than  many  lUppose,  for  bh  >  eUi 
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printed  are  no;  large.  One  or  two  of  the 
steel  plates  have  already  been  destroyed  by 
accident,  and  cannot  be  supplied  after  this ; 
and  the  work  deserves  and  needs  the  encour- 
agement of  rapid  sales  to  lighten  the  heavy 
pecuniary  responsibility  in  such  a  volumi- 
nous publication. 

VOL.  IL     FRANKLI5,  GBAND  ISLE,  LAMOILLE 

and  okange  counties. — St.  Albans  Messenger. 

At  length,  after  a  thousand  vexatious 
annoyances  and  delays,  Miss  Hemenway 
has  issued  the  above  named  massive  volume. 
It  is  far  superior  in  interest  to  its  predecessor, 
and,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
important  works  ever  produced  m  Vermont 
How  can  we  ever  dad  words  to  properly 
thank  this  patient,  courageous,  patriotic 
woman  for  devoting  so  many  years  of  toil 
and  incurring  so  great  an  expense  in  the  pro- 
duction of  a  work  which  must  forever  be  to 
a  great  extent  an  unappreciated  benefit  to  her 
State?  Here  it  stands,  an  indigenous  his- 
torical growth  from  the  homes,  the  hearts 
and  the  pens  of  the  people,  a  garner  house 
of  facts  which  had  almost  been  forgotten  and 
but  for  this  would  soon  have  been  entirely 
so,  and  a  collection  of  literary  contributions 
which,  better  than  anything  else  save  the 
newspapers  of  three  generations,  photograph 
and  exhibit  to  the  world  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual cast  of  our  people. 

The  first  67  page,  contain  an  elaborate  and 
highly  interesting  paper  on  the  natural  his- 
tory of  Chittenden,  Franklin,  Grand  Isle  and 
Lamoille  counties,  by  Rev.  Prof.  John  B. 
Perry,  formerly  of  Swanton,  now  of  Harvard 
University.  Then  comes  the  carefully  pre- 
pared and  almost  faultlessly  written  chapter 
on  the  history  of  Franklin  county,  by  the 
late  Geo.  F.  Houghton,  and  then  the  histories 
of  the  several  towns,  and  a  county  "  Military 
Chapter,"  by  Warren  Gibbs.  Mr.  Gibbs  did 
himself  great  credit  in  this  labor  and  the  sol- 
diers of  the  county  may  well  owe  him  grat- 
itude. 

Mr.  Dutcher's  history  of  St.  Albans,  in- 
cluding a  very  graphic  account  of  the  raid, 
trimmed  to  the  perfection  of  terseness,  and 
systematic  beyond  a  fault.  His  amusing  pa- 
per on  "  June  Training"  and  exoitiug  history 
of  the  infamous  smuggling  boat  "Black 
Snake  "  also  appear. 

Many  interesting  biographical  sketches  of 
the  eminent  men  of  this  county  thickly  stud 


this  part  of  the  volume,  and  fine  steel  en- 
gravings of  the  late  Hon.  John  Smith,  of 
Major  Gen.  Israel  B.  Richardson,  a  native  of 
Fairfax,  who  died  of  wounds  during  the  war, 
of  ex-Go  v.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  of  Maj.  Gen. 
George  J.  Stannard  and  of  Maj.  Gen.  Wm.  F. 
Smith  are  among  its  best  illustrations. 

The  Grand  Isle  county  chapter  from  the 
able  pen  of  Mr.  D.  Webster  Dixon,  is  a  mod- 
el of  patient  research,  accurate  detail,  sys- 
tematic grouping,  clear  statement  and  en- 
grossing style. 

A  work  of  so  great  local  interest  as  this, 
and  of  such  historical  value,  ought  to  be  in 
every  house.  The  rich  ought  to  patronize  it 
as  a  public  benefaction,  even  if  they  feel  no 
special  interest  in  it. 

LAMOILLE  NEWSDEALER. 

The  second  volume  of  the  "  Vermont  His- 
torical Gazetteer,"  Miss  Hemenway,  of  Bur- 
lington, Editor,  has  been  received,  and  is  an 
interesting  and  valuable  contribution  to  the 
complete  history  of  our  State.  The  first  vol- 
ume was  published  complete  some  years  since, 
and  there  will  probably  be  two  others  ;  from 
4000  to  5000  pages  of  civil,  ecclesiastical 
military,  political,  descriptive  and  biographi- 
cal history  of  each  town  in  Vermont. 

Franklin  county  towns  are  complete. 
(Swanton  excepted,  the  Mss.  having  been 
accidentally  lost,  and  to  be  re-produced  ) 
These  towns  are  full  and  replete  with  bi- 
ographical sketches  of  many  of  Franklin's 
great  men,  living  and  dead  :  Ex-Govs.  Rovce 
and  Eaton,  Hons.  Smith,  Benj.  Swift,  Asa  Al- 
dis,  Jas.  Davis,  Bates  Turner,  Rev.  G.  Worth- 
ington  Smith,  John  G.  Saxe,  N  .  F.  Wood. 
Alvah  Sabin,  Rev.  Benj.  Wooster,  Samuel 
Kendall,  Wm.  C.  Wilson,  Maj.  Gen.  I.  B. 
Richardson,  born  in  Fairfax,  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Sharpsburgh,  Md.;  Col.  E.  S.  Barney, 
of  Swanfon,  mortally  wounded  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  May  10,  1864;  Cols.  Jewett  and 
V.  S.  Barney,  of  Swanton;  Lieut,  Col  Chan- 
dler and  Capt.  II.  C.  Parsons,  St.  Albans ; 
the  lamented  Capt.  Merritt  B.  Williams  and 
Capt.  R.  ¥L  Smart,  of  Bakersfield,  etc. 
Many  incidents,  new  to  the  present  genera- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  "  Radical  Rebellion 
of  '37, "  in  Canada,  are  spoken  of. 

The  little  county  of  Grand  Isle  tases  up 
113  pages.  D.  Webster  Dixon,  of  the  St.  Al- 
bans Messenger,  writes  the  opening  chapter. 
A  paper  "  Methodism  in  Grand  Isle  county, 
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is  furnished  by  Rev.  D.  Marvin.  Hon  David 
Reed,  Geo.  F.  Houghton.  H.  H.  Reynolds, 
Rev.  0.  G.  Wheeler  and  others  contribute. 

Over  300  pages  are  devote  1  to  Orange 
county.  Among  the  writers  are  Rev.  S. 
Mo  Keen,  Hons.  Alvah  Bean,  Hiland  Hall, 
D.  P.  Thompson,  P.  H.  White,  Col.  R.  Earn- 
haul,  L.  G.  llmckl^y.  Randolph  is  treated 
in  an  exhaustive  manner,  and  the  sketch  of 
Strafford  by  Senator  Murrill  is  of  interest. 

Lamoill  •  County  now  claims  our  attention. 
Each  town,  including  Mansfield  and  Sterling, 
appears  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  sev- 
eral historians. 

Hyde  Park,  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Bicknell,  is 
quite  voluminous,  and  forcibly  displays  the 
industry  as  well  as  the  ability  of  the  author; 
sketches  of  proprietor's  meetings,  early  town 
government,  etc.,  are  given  in  detail.  Stowe, 
by  Mrs.  M.  N.  Wilkins,  is  treated  in  a  man- 
ner equal  to  that  of  any  town  noticed  in  the 


work, — replete  with  records  of  distinguished 
personages,  condensed  and  accurate  informa- 
tion relating  to  all  matters  of  town  history. 
Watervilie,  by  E.  Henry  Willey,  is  brief,  but 
ingeniously  written — multum  in  parvo. 

The  work  is  "  dedicated  to  the  native-born 
citizens  of  this  Green  Mountain  land;  the 
Vermonier  at  home  or  abroad  ;  to  all  who 
respect  and  esteem  Vermont;,  and  take  an 
interest  in  her  unique  early  and  progressive 
later  History,"  and  it  should  be  in  every 
family.  One  thousand  copies  should  be  sold 
in  Lamoille  County  done.  The  labors  of 
the  author,  Miss  Hemenway,  have  been  se- 
vere and  unremunerative  ;  for  years  she  has 
been  engaged  in  the  arduous  task  of  gather- 
ing a  vast  amount  of  material,  and  we  hope 
the  people  of  the  State  will  be  public-spirited 
enough  to  appreciate  the  undertaking,  and 
show  their  "faith  by  their  works." 


